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The tetragonal ambient-pressure phase of BaO2 �CaC2-type, space group I4 /mmm� with sixfold coordination
of Ba atoms and O2 dumbbells was found to transform reversibly to an orthorhombic modification �space
group Cmmm� near 33 GPa. The eight-coordinated high-pressure phase represents a new structure type. It is
related to the CsCl-type structure but can also be viewed as a distorted variant of the hexagonal AlB2 type,
suggesting possible polymerization of the isolated O2 dumbbells to a two-dimensional network at higher
pressure. In addition to in situ x-ray diffraction, Raman measurements were performed to study the lattice
dynamics of the BaO2 phases under pressure. The experimental observations are compared to the results of ab
initio calculations of the structural stability and dynamical properties. Raman spectra of barium monoxide BaO
are reported in the Appendix; these results were found useful for the interpretation of the Raman scattering of
BaO2.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Inorganic peroxides of monovalent �M2
I O2 with MI

=Li-Cs� and divalent �MIIO2 with MII=Mg-Ba and Zn-Hg�
metals1 are some of the typical examples of ionic compounds
containing a polyanion, in this case a peroxide �O-O�2−

group with a closed-shell electronic configuration. The per-
oxide anion here can be viewed according to the Zintl
concept:2 the full transfer of the metal valence electrons to
the nonmetal atoms leads to seven valence electrons per oxy-
gen atom, leading to a formation of a single bond between
them in the peroxide anion in accordance with the octet rule,
similar to the isoelectronic neutral dihalogen molecules.

The first synthesized peroxide was BaO2, obtained by Al-
exander von Humboldt3 in 1799 from barium oxide BaO and
air. Having been a practical source of hydrogen peroxide in
the early days, its oxidizing properties due to oxygen release
are still used. Since the discovery of the barium-containing
superconductors on the oxocuprate basis, BaO2 was investi-
gated with renewed interest as a promising starting material.4

The first structural report on SrO2 and BaO2 dates back to
1935.5 Further studies on BaO2 confirmed the presence of a
single bond between the oxygen atoms by accurately deter-
mining its length by x-ray diffraction on powder6 and single
crystals4 �1.49 Å�, as well as by measuring the Raman fre-
quency corresponding to the stretching of the peroxide
group7 �842 cm−1�.

The crystal structure of BaO2 can be viewed as a deriva-
tive of the cubic NaCl �B1� structure type: while the Ba
atoms occupy the sodium sites, the centers of mass of the
peroxide groups correspond to the chlorine positions. All O2
dumbbells lie parallel to each other, pointing toward two
barium atoms of the surrounding octahedron. Such local an-
isotropy in the coordination environment leads to an elonga-
tion of the octahedron and to a tetragonal distortion of the
overall structure. The resulting body-centered tetragonal
structure of the CaC2 type8 is the most common arrangement
observed for A�B2� compounds containing covalently bound
B2 dumbbells �Fig. 1, left�.

While temperature-induced structural transformations
have been observed for several A�B2� compounds �such as
identification of four different phases for CaC2 itself,9 for
example�, to our knowledge only two pressure-induced
structural transformation have been identified, the CaC2-type
to hexagonal transition of UC2 �Ref. 10� and the CaC2-type
to ThC2-type phase change in LaC2.11,12

BaO2 was chosen as a test substance for a high-pressure
study with an expectation of structural transformations oc-
curring at relatively low pressures due to the presence of a
heavy element, barium. The aim of this study was threefold:
investigation of the evolution of the crystal structure and

FIG. 1. �Color online� Left: crystal structure of the ambient-
pressure tetragonal phase �space group I /4mmm, Z=2� of BaO2.
The large �red� and small �cyan� spheres correspond to Ba and O
atoms, respectively. In this structure, the Ba atoms form an octahe-
dral environment around the O2 dumbbells. Right: crystal structure
of the high-pressure orthorhombic phase �space group Cmmm, Z
=2� of BaO2. In this structure, the Ba atoms form a distorted cube
around the O2 dumbbells. The dashed lines indicate the next-
nearest-neighbor contacts between the oxygen atoms and emphasize
the relationship to the AlB2 structure type.
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vibrational spectra as a function of pressure within the
ambient-pressure CaC2-type modification, identification of
high-pressure phases, and answering the question whether
the peroxide group is stable under high pressure.

II. EXPERIMENTAL AND COMPUTATIONAL DETAILS

BaO2 polycrystalline powder �Merck, �93%� was
handled under argon atmosphere in order to avoid reactions
with moisture and carbon dioxide from the air. An x-ray
diffraction �XRD� pattern measured at ambient pressure on
BaO2 sealed in a glass capillary �STOE STADI-P diffracto-
meter with Cu K�1 radiation� was indexed with a tetragonal
body-centered unit cell based on the positions of 17 diffrac-
tion maxima yielding a=3.8118�2� Å and c=6.8476�6� Å
�Vcell=99.494 Å3�. These unit cell parameters are in a very
good agreement with previous results reported for powders6

and single crystals4 and are consistent with the BaO2
stoichiometry.13 Additional weak diffraction maxima were
assigned to the witherite-type BaCO3 impurity.

In situ high-pressure diffraction experiments were con-
ducted at room temperature with a gasketed diamond anvil
cell �DAC�. Pressures were measured by the well-established
ruby luminescence method.14 Silicone oil was employed as
pressure-transmitting medium �PTM�. Diffraction data were
collected at the ID09A beamline of the European Synchro-

tron Radiation Facility, Grenoble, using a MAR555 flat panel
detector. The monochromatic x-ray beam �wavelength �
=0.4131 Å� was collimated to a nominal diameter of
30 �m. In order to improve powder averaging, the DAC
was rocked by �3°. The scanned two-dimensional diffrac-
tion patterns were corrected for tilt and scanner distortions
and converted to intensity vs 2� data using the FIT2D

software.15 Rietveld refinements of the crystal structures
were performed using the GSAS program.16

In situ Raman spectra were recorded at room temperature
with a microscope laser Raman system �Jobin-Yvon, La-
bRam� operating with excitation lines �=632.82 nm and �
=532 nm at 1 mW. Whereas pressure was controlled by the
ruby luminescence method as well, no PTM was employed
in order to avoid possible interference from its luminescence
and reaction at the sample surface.

The calculations presented here were carried out accord-
ing to the methodology described earlier, e.g., in Refs. 17
and 18: within the framework of the density-functional
theory �DFT� in the generalized gradient approximation
�GGA� �Ref. 19� with a plane-wave basis set and projector
augmented waves �PAW� potentials20 using the vasp codes.21

The 5s2, 5p6, and 6s2 states of barium were treated as va-
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FIG. 2. �Color online� X-ray diffraction patterns of BaO2 at
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lence states �i.e., ten electrons are dealt with explicitly; PAW-
potential labeled as Ba_sv� while the potential denoted in the
database21 as O_h �h= “hard”� was chosen for oxygen. The
plane-wave cutoff Epw=875 eV was used and the k-point
sampling of the reciprocal space was performed on 4�4
�4 meshes of the Monkhorst-Pack type22 �11 and 12 irre-
ducible k points for tetragonal and orthorhombic structures,
respectively�. Insulating behavior was assumed and con-
firmed for both phases throughout the studied pressure range.
The calculations on both structures were carried out based on
the periodicity defined by the respective primitive unit cells
containing one formula unit BaO2 each. For each crystal vol-
ume the ratios of the unit cell parameters and the free inter-
nal atomic parameter of the oxygen atom were optimized
with respect to the total energy. Pressure P was evaluated
directly from the DFT with the aid of stress theorem.23

III. STRUCTURAL PROPERTIES UNDER PRESSURE

At ambient conditions, BaO2 crystallizes in the tetragonal
CaC2-type structure �space group I4 /mmm, Z=2, Fig. 1,
left�. The structure can be described as a tetragonally dis-
torted NaCl-type arrangement, with Ba atoms on the Na site,
and O2 dumbbells occupying the Cl site. With all peroxide
units parallel to the c axis, the coordination octahedron is
elongated.

A selection of typical XRD patterns at various pressures is
shown in Fig. 2. The strongest diffraction maximum of the
impurity phase BaCO3 �marked by an arrow in Fig. 2� was
present from the beginning up to about 15 GPa which ex-
ceeds a bit the reported upper pressure limit for observing its
witherite modification.24,25 The tetragonal CaC2-type phase
of BaO2 is stable up to 33.6 GPa. At that pressure, clear signs
of a pressure-induced structural transition are observed with
the appearance of additional Bragg peaks corresponding to a
high-pressure phase. Diffraction maxima of both phases were
observed up to 45 GPa with only the high-pressure phase
present above this pressure and up to the highest pressure of
49.4 GPa employed in this study. The new diffraction peaks
could be indexed with an orthorhombic unit cell �space
group Cmmm, Z=2�. Upon pressure release, the ambient-
pressure I4 /mmm phase was recovered �Fig. 2�. Compared
to the starting conditions, the diagram of the back-
transformed sample is broadened and shows some differ-
ences in intensities which are presumably caused by grain
size effects and some preferred orientation, respectively.

Representative Rietveld refinements for the I4 /mmm and
Cmmm phases are shown in Fig. 3 for the patterns collected
at 6.8 GPa and 49.4 GPa, respectively. The corresponding
structural details are summarized in Table I.

The orthorhombic structure of BaO2 features eightfold co-
ordination of the peroxide groups, still all aligned parallel to
each other, by the Ba atoms in form of distorted cubes re-
lated to the CsCl �B2� archetype �Fig. 1, right�. While most
A�B2� compounds crystallize in NaCl-related structures, the
orthorhombic BaO2 not only represents a new structure type,
but is also just the second example of the CsCl-related ar-
rangement for such compounds, in addition to the tetragonal
SrS2 structure type.26,27 Thus the observed pressure-induced

tetragonal-to-orthorhombic phase transition in BaO2 can be
simplistically viewed as being related to the NaCl-to-CsCl-
type transformations common for ionic AB compounds under
pressure.

At 49.4 GPa, the secondary O¯O contacts between the
peroxide groups �marked with dashed lines in Fig. 1, right�
are found to be still significantly longer �2.43 Å� than the
short O-O distances within the dumbbells �1.42 Å� but they
are substantially shorter than the analogous secondary con-
tacts in the tetragonal phase at ambient pressure �3.31 Å�.
Hence, the high-pressure orthorhombic modification of BaO2
can be viewed as the first step toward a polymerization of the
peroxide groups. One could speculate that a further shorten-
ing of these secondary contacts in the Cmmm phase of BaO2
might lead to a more symmetrical graphitelike sheet of oxy-
gen atoms at higher pressures with the hexagonal AlB2-type
structure being a possible structure candidate. Polymeriza-
tion of oxygen in BaO2 would lead to metallization.

Recalling the analogy between the peroxide anion and
neutral dihalogen molecules, a parallel between pressure-
induced metallization of elemental halogens and polymeriza-
tion of the peroxide groups in BaO2 could be envisioned.
Since elementary fluorine is likely to turn metallic at a pres-
sure significantly higher compared with the heavier halo-
gens, it could be hypothesized that the isolelectronic perox-
ide anion in BaO2 is likely to polymerize and thus metallize
way beyond a pressure of 100 GPa. However, pressure-
induced metallization by a different process, i.e., the closing
of the band gap between oxygen-derived valence band states
and the predominantly 5d conduction-band states of barium,
is perhaps more likely. For the discussion of pressure-
induced metallization by band closing in the related barium
monochalcogenides �including BaO� see, e.g., Refs. 28–31.
As a consequence of a smaller optical gap,32 BaO2 can be
assumed to turn metallic at a pressure lower than BaO.

The pressure variations in the crystal volume and struc-
tural parameters for BaO2 in the low- and high-pressure

TABLE I. Refined crystallographic data at two different pres-
sures for the ambient-pressure tetragonal and the high-pressure
orthorhombic modifications of BaO2. The crystal volumes V refer to
the conventional unit cells. The site notation follows Wyckoff, re-
siduals R as defined in GSAS �Ref. 16�.

Tetragonal Orthorhombic

Space group I4 /mmm �139� Cmmm �65�
Pressure �GPa� 6.8 49.4

a �Å� 3.7524�1� 5.7551�4�
b �Å� 3.7524�1� 3.8922�2�
c �Å� 6.7287�1� 3.0424�3�
V �Å3� 94.74�3� 68.15�1�
Z 2 2

Rp, wRp 0.03, 0.049 0.062, 0.085

Ba site 2a �0,0,0� 2a �0,0,0�
O site 4e �0.5,0.5,z� 4h �x ,0 ,0.5�

z=0.1055�12� x=0.3768�15�
O-O bond length �Å� 1.445�7� 1.418�12�
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phases are shown in Fig. 4. Taking the PV data for the te-
tragonal I4 /mmm phase up to 20 GPa and using a Rydberg-
Vinet equation of state33 �EOS�, we obtain

V0 = 50.3�3� Å3, B0 = 105�20� GPa, B0� = 3�2� .

The standard deviations for bulk modulus B0=−�VdP /dV�0
and its pressure derivative B0�= �dB /dP�0 �index zero for zero
pressure� are large. This we attribute in part to the nonhydro-
static nature of the pressure conditions. The first-order trans-
formation to the high-pressure Cmmm phase is accompanied
by a relative volume decrease of

	V

V
= − 0.07�1� .

The PV data for the Cmmm phase, approximated by a
Rydberg-Vinet EOS give

VT = 36.00�13� Å3, BT = 259�25� GPa

at the reference pressure PT=33.6 GPa �BT� =3 fixed�.

IV. HIGH-PRESSURE RAMAN RESULTS

Raman spectra of BaO2 are shown in Fig. 5�a�, the fre-
quencies of Raman features are plotted in Fig. 5�b� as a
function of pressure and quantitative information on the ef-
fect of pressure on Raman mode frequencies of BaO2 is col-
lected in Table II.

For the ambient-pressure tetragonal phase I4 /mmm two
first-order Raman modes are expected, having Eg and A1g
symmetry.34,35 The low-frequency Eg mode is twofold degen-

erate and corresponds to the librational motion of the O2
units. The high-frequency A1g mode is a stretching motion of
the peroxide group. These two modes are observed in the
zero-pressure Raman spectra at 202 cm−1 and 843 cm−1, re-
spectively. The A1g mode dominates the spectrum, the Eg
mode is much weaker, cf. Fig. 5�a�. Other weak Raman fea-
tures are seen at low pressures �asterisks in Fig. 5�a��. These
can be attributed to the presence of the BaCO3 impurity.24

The impurity features fade out with increasing pressure
which is attributed to a sluggish structural phase transition of
BaCO3 under pressure.24,25

Upon pressure increase, two major changes of the Raman
spectra are observed at about 14 GPa and at 30 GPa, respec-
tively. The changes at 30 GPa are attributed to the tetragonal-
to-orthorhombic structural transition, in accordance with the
results of the XRD study. For the orthorhombic Cmmm
phase, three Raman modes are expected �see theoretical re-
sults below as well�: two low-frequency modes of B1g and
B2g symmetries, and a higher lying A1g mode. Like in tetrag-
onal BaO2, the A1g mode corresponds to the O-O stretching
motion. It appears at frequencies higher than that of the re-
spective A1g mode of the tetragonal phase and exhibits a
similar shift with pressure, see Figs. 5�a� and 5�b�. The B1g
and B2g modes correspond to O2 librations, similar to the Eg
mode in the tetragonal phase but with degeneracy removed.
While the frequency of the B1g mode increases with pressure,
the B2g mode tends to soften, see Fig. 5�b�.

The two Raman features D1 and D2 that appear in the
400–600 cm−1 frequency range above 14 GPa were first
thought to originate from impurity phases such as BaCO3
and possibly BaO. However, BaCO3 shows no Raman modes
in this frequency region.24 Also, no structural phase transi-
tion is known for BaCO3 in the vicinity of 15 GPa.25 As for
BaO, it undergoes structural changes at pressures of 10 GPa
and 15 GPa.36 Since the corresponding Raman spectra have
not been reported, we have investigated the effect of pressure
on the Raman scattering of BaO. The details are given in the
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TABLE II. Assignment �Refs. 34 and 35�, frequencies, pressure
coefficients, and mode Grüneisen parameters 
 of the Raman
modes of BaO2. The mode frequencies and their slopes refer to
reference pressures of Pr=0 GPa, 14 GPa, and 30 GPa for the
I4 /mmm phase, the unidentified modes in that phase, and the
Cmmm phase. The linear pressure coefficients �� /�P were obtained
by quadratic fits to the measured data. The values of the mode
Grüneisen parameters 
 are obtained using 
= �B /����� /�P�,
where B=105 GPa for the I4 /mmm phase and B=250 GPa for the
high-pressure Cmmm phase at 30 GPa.

Phase Mode
�r

�cm−1�
�� /�P

�cm−1 /GPa� 


I4 /mmm Eg 202 7.7 4.0

Pr=0 GPa A1g 843 4.9 0.6

Unidentified D1 378 3.8

Pr=14 GPa D2 506 8.9

Cmmm B1g 306 2.3 2.3

Pr=30 GPa B2g 280 −0.2 −0.1

A1g 988 4.8 1.3
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Appendix. All of the Raman modes of BaO lie at frequencies
lower than the D features seen for BaO2 above 14 GPa. So,
these modes cannot be attributed to a BaO impurity phase.
All of the above make us believe that the extra Raman fea-
tures that appear in Raman spectra above 14 GPa are intrin-
sic to the BaO2 phase. They may originate from a local sym-
metry breaking which cannot be seen in x-ray diffraction,
from defect-induced scattering, or from acoustic overtones.
In other words, their assignment remains uncertain at this
point.

V. COMPUTATIONAL RESULTS

The electronic structure of the tetragonal BaO2 phase has
been previously studied theoretically using the Hartree-Fock
method32,37 and density-functional theory.38 According to
these investigations the DFT achieves better performance,
presumably due to the inclusion of the electronic correlation,
which appears to be essential for the correct description of
the localized bonding in the peroxide group.

A. Crystal structures of BaO2 and their transformations

In order to test the structural stability of the considered
structures with respect to possible distortions, the effect of
the peroxide group rotations on the total energy was studied

before the detailed structural calculations were undertaken.
Small displacements in the b ,c directions in the orthorhom-
bic structure were probed, as well as in the a and a-b direc-
tions in the tetragonal structure. Three different magnitudes
of the displacement �u /b ,u /c=0.01, 0.02, and 0.04 in the
orthorhombic, u /a=0.02, 0.04, and 0.06, as well as 0.02�2,
0.04�2, and 0.06�2 in the tetragonal structure� and three
different volumes �V=28, 34, and 43 Å3 per BaO2 in the
orthorhombic; 34, 40, and 49 Å3 in the tetragonal structure�
were tested. In all cases only restoring forces and increase in
total energy were observed; no sign of any instability was
found. We conclude that the O2 dumbbells in the assumed
orientation along the c axis in the tetragonal structure and
along the a axis in the orthorhombic one correspond to the
respective energy minima, at least to local ones. Large dis-
placements �which would correspond, e.g., to the rotation of
the peroxide groups by 90°� were not tested.

The computed E�V� and P�V� equations of state are
shown in Fig. 6. These data were then converted into model
EOS parameters reported in Table III. Both the calculated
E�V� and P�V� data were used and the EOS parameters
�equilibrium volume V0, bulk modulus B0, and pressure de-
rivative B0�� quoted in Table III refer to the Holzapfel and
Vinet model EOS which offered the best fits and/or the best
consistency for the theoretical E�V� and P�V� data.
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The two E�V� equations of state intersect each other �Fig.
6� with the orthorhombic structure having lower energy at
volumes below 39 Å3. The calculation of the enthalpies situ-
ates the first-order tetragonal-to-orthorhombic transition at
the pressure of PT=34.2 GPa, accompanied by a volume
contraction 	V=−2.2 Å3 /BaO2 �or −5.54%� from VT,tet
=39.70 Å3 to VT,ortho=37.50 Å3 �see Table IV�, in a very
good agreement with both XRD and Raman results.

The computed crystallographic data and their variation
with volume are shown in Fig. 7: the lattice parameters, their
ratios, the O-O distance within the peroxide group, and the
two shortest Ba-O distances. The O-O distance is related to
the only free internal parameters for the oxygen atoms: z in
the tetragonal and x in the orthorhombic structure. These
theoretical results are also in a reasonable agreement with the
experimental data. Figure 7�d� illustrates that the shortest
Ba-O distances increase at the phase transition, as is typical
of pressure-driven NaCl-type to CsCl-type phase transitions.

B. Phonons in BaO2

The structural transition reproduced by the calculations
above is also reflected in the behavior of phonons. The fre-
quencies of the Raman active modes were calculated using
the “frozen-phonon” method.40,41 The relevant modes in both
structures are the O2-bond stretching �A1g in both modifica-
tions� or O2-libration �Eg or B1g, B2g�. The latter modes are
doubly degenerate in the tetragonal structure �x ,y directions
equivalent� and split into two distinct modes when going
over to the orthorhombic one �inequivalent b ,c directions�.
We associate, arbitrarily, the indexing 1 and 2 of the Bg vi-
brations with, respectively, the b and c axes. Thus in B2g the
librations of the peroxide groups take place in the ac plane
while in B1g mode the librations are in the ab plane, within
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TABLE III. The EOS parameters for the two phases of BaO2

derived from calculated data. The least-squares fits to the calculated
data by the Vinet �Ref. 33� and Holzapfel �Ref. 39� equations of
state are based on 16 volumes in the interval 34.0–54.0 Å3 per
BaO2 in the tetragonal structure, and on 21 volumes in the interval
27.0–55.0 Å3 per BaO2 in the orthorhombic phase. The uncertain-
ties quoted correspond to 90% confidence range in the fitting pro-
cedure. All volumes V0 refer to the primitive unit cells hosting one
formula unit of BaO2 each.

EOS model Data
V0

�Å3�
B0

�GPa� B0�

Tetragonal

Holzapfel E�V� 51.88�2� 68.31�30� 4.97�2�
Holzapfel P�V� 51.44�7� 70.04�90� 4.98�6�

Orthorhombic

Vinet E�V� 53.08�46� 33.7�32� 6.61�22�
Vinet P�V� 52.49�72� 36.5�40� 6.44�20�

TABLE IV. Quantities pertinent to the phase transition in BaO2

as obtained from the present DFT-GGA calculations. All volumes
are per one formula unit of BaO2 �primitive unit cell�.

Tetragonal Orthorhombic

VP=0 �Å3� 51.88 �53.08�
VT �Å3� 39.70 37.50

	V /V −5.54%

PT �GPa� 34.2
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the pseudohexagonal two-dimensional network of the oxy-
gen atoms.

In order to eliminate the cubic anharmonicity, we chose,
at every volume, two A1g displacement patterns—outward
and inward—of magnitude u /c=0.003 and averaged the con-
sequent increases in energy 	E. The quartic anharmonicity
was found to be negligible at this magnitude of u �error in
frequency: �0.2% at most�. In the Eg modes the cubic an-
harmonicity is absent by symmetry but the quartic compo-
nent is sizeable. Moreover, the displacements cannot be cho-
sen too small because the modes turn out to have rather low
frequency �meaning a small 	E, where the computational
errors might play a role�. We thus chose, at every volume,
five different displacements ranging from u /a=0.01 to u /a
=0.05, fitted the calculated 	E�u� by quartic polynomial, and
retained the harmonic part. In the orthorhombic structure we
proceeded similarly, choosing, again, u /a=0.003 for the A1g
displacement pattern and five magnitudes of u /b or u /c
ranging from 0.01 to 0.05. The harmonic frequencies calcu-
lated for different volumes are shown in Fig. 8 for the two
structures in comparison with the related experimental re-
sults. In all modes studied the relative anharmonicity �	Ecubic

or 	Equartic with respect to the 	Eharmonic� was found to de-
crease with pressure.

VI. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

Even though the crystal structure of the ambient-pressure
tetragonal phase of BaO2 contains covalently bonded perox-
ide anions all aligned parallel to the c axis, no substantial
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FIG. 7. �Color online� �a� Theoretically optimized lattice parameters, �b� axial ratios, �c� O-O distance, and Ba-O distances for the
tetragonal and orthorhombic phases of BaO2 as functions of volume per formula unit �solid lines� in comparison with the experimental
results �filled squares� for the respective phases at 6.8 GPa �I4 /mmm� and 49.4 GPa �Cmmm�,cf. Table I. Vertical dashed lines mark the
calculated volumes at the phase transition.
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anisotropy is observed regarding the compressibility under
pressure. Both experimental �Fig. 4� and theoretical �Fig. 7�
results agree on the fact that the c /a ratio remains nearly
constant in the whole stability range of the tetragonal phase.
Both Ba-O and O-O contacts shorten under pressure which is
reflected by the parallel increase of the observed and com-
puted A1g and Eg vibrational frequencies, cf. Fig. 8. While
the increase in the peroxide stretching frequency reflects
shortening and stiffening of the O-O bond �also in agreement
with the calculated evolution of the O-O bond length as a
function of crystal volume, see Fig. 7�, the increase in the
libration frequency is a consequence of the shorter Ba-O
contacts under pressure.

The reversible tetragonal-to-orthorhombic phase transi-
tion at high pressure follows the simple rule of the coordina-
tion number increase and parallels the classical NaCl-to-
CsCl-type pressure-induced phase transitions known for the
AB compounds. The orthorhombic phase crystallizes in a
new structure type retaining the parallel orientation of the
peroxide groups. Incidentally, the phase transition occurs
near the volume where the phase with the shorter O-O dis-
tance is at the same time the more stable one �Fig. 7�. The
experimentally observed orthorhombic phase, its Raman
spectrum and the evolution of Raman frequencies as a func-
tion of pressure are consistent with the computational results.
This applies to the pressure dependence of the axial ratios
�increase in b /a but almost no change in c /a with pressure,
cf. Figs. 4 and 7� and the vibrational frequencies �increase
for A1g and B1g but almost no change for B2g with pressure,

cf. Figs. 5 and 8�. In addition, the phase transition param-
eters, such as the transition pressure, volume change, and the
correspondence between the structural and vibrational pa-
rameters for the two phases could be well reproduced. Only
the two newly appearing weak Raman modes in the medium
frequency range cannot be attributed to the idealized struc-
tures considered and are likely to be due to local distortions.

The crystal structure of the high-pressure orthorhombic
BaO2 phase can be topologically related to the hexagonal
AlB2 structure type: the Cmmm phase can be viewed as a
result of a pairing �Peierls� distortion in the two-dimensional
graphitelike oxygen layer. This structural analogy suggests
the possibility of a phase transition in BaO2 to the AlB2 type
at even higher pressures, perhaps accompanied by metalliza-
tion. Such a transition would need the b /a ratio for the
Cmmm phase approaching the value of 1 /�3=0.577; how-
ever, the experimentally observed b /a ratio is larger and in-
creases as a function of pressure �Fig. 5�. In addition, the
analogy between isolectronic �O-O�2− and F2 groups sug-
gests that such metallization would take place at much higher
pressures than the ones employed in this study.
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APPENDIX: RAMAN SPECTRA OF BaO
UNDER PRESSURE

Barium monoxide crystallizes in the NaCl-type structure.
A transition toward the higher coordinated CsCl-type struc-
ture could be expected under pressure on the grounds of
simple structural systematics of ionic AX compounds and in
analogy to what is observed for BaO2 in this study. However,
BaO follows a more complex route under pressure.36 The
NaCl-type BaO-I transforms at 10 GPa to hexagonal NiAs-
type BaO-II, followed by a transition at 15 GPa to tetragonal
BaO-III. That phase is isostructural to the tetragonal litharge-
type �red� PbO. The litharge BaO can be viewed as a dis-
torted variant of the CsCl-type structure and indeed deforms
toward CsCl at higher pressures.36 Since no Raman data on
the high-pressure modifications of BaO could be found in the
literature, some Raman measurements were carried out in
this work.

High-pressure Raman spectra of BaO are shown in Fig. 9.
The spectra were measured using green laser excitation.
Again, because BaO is hygroscopic, measurements were per-
formed without using a pressure medium. Overall, the spec-
tra indicate changes that appear to be fully consistent with

the earlier structural study.36 Below 10 GPa, Raman spectra
are featureless as is expected for a NaCl-type phase. Some
very weak and broad humps are seen that may originate from
defect-induced scattering. BaO becomes Raman-active at
about 11 GPa where it exhibits a single mode. This indicates
the transition to the NiAs-type phase which indeed is ex-
pected to have only one Raman-active E2g mode, which in
this case is Ba related. At about 14 GPa, the Raman spectrum
of BaO changes, now exhibiting three well-resolved Raman
features of nearly comparable intensity.

Figure 9 also shows Raman frequencies of BaO as a func-
tion of pressure. Numbers attached to the data refer to aver-
age pressure coefficients. Within the figure, we indicate a
tentative assignment of the Raman modes of BaO-III. This
assignment follows from comparison with results for tetrag-
onal PbO �Refs. 42 and 43� and isostructural SnO.44 An in-
teresting observation is that the low-lying Eg near 100 cm−1

�it corresponds to an in-plane vibration of the heavy Ba at-
oms� shows a softening with increasing pressure. This be-
havior may be related to approaching a structural instability.
This aspect is left to further investigation.

The main point of interest in relation to the Raman spectra
of BaO2 is that all of the Raman modes of BaO lie at fre-
quencies lower than those of the D modes observed in BaO2
above 14 GPa.
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