
REVIEWS OF

,.V..03:.&;i .. —'.YS::CS
VOLUME 5 OCTOBER, 1933 NUMBER $

Dispersion in Electrically Excited Gases

RUDQLF LADENBURG, Princeton University

CONTENTS

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 243
II. TRANSITION PROBABILITIES AND LIFETIME OF NEON LEVELS 244

III. PGPULATIGN oF ExciTED LEvELs IN THE PosITIvE CDLUMN, STATIsTIcAL EQUI-
LIBRIUM BETWEEN DIFFERENT LEVELS, RELATION TO ELECTRON TEMPERATURE. . 248

IV. INFLUENCE OF HIGHER CURRENTS UPON THE DISPERSION OF EXCITED GASES AND

THE EFFECT OF NEGATIVE DISPERSION. 253
V. THE STATISTICAL EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN THE s AND P STATES OF NEON. . . . . . . . . . . 255

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

iN the neighborhood of an absorption frequency
of a rarefied gas, but outside the region of

absorption, the refractive index is given by an
expression of the form

n —I = (e'/2irm) )FAj/(F»s- v')g.

See for example the report of Korff and Breit on
dispersion. ' Thus measurements of anomalous
dispersion in this region permit the calculation
of the quantity F» which from quantum theo-
retical considerations is given by "

gI rrtc ¹gj
FA =N'AI, ——

g I 8s'e'v'I, j Nj gs

—=&I f st(l —Qsj) (I)

in these equations j is the lower and k the
upper level of the spectrum line under inves-
tigation, Nj and NA are the numbers of atoms
per cc in these levels, gj and g» the statistical
weights, v» the frequency of this line and A Aj its

' S.A. Korff and G. Breit, Rev. Mod. Phys. 4, 471 (1932).
u' See also R. Ladenburg, Zeits. f. Physik 48, 15 (1928).
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transition probability. Therefore if the ratio in
parenthests

Q»—=&Sgj/&jg~ (2}

is small compared with 1 and if Xj is known, as
is usually the case with gases or vapors in the
normal state at known pressure and temperature,
one can calculate from the measurement of
anomalous dispersion the so-called strength

fkj =A kI (gs/g;) ~ mc'/8s'&2v»s (3)

and the transition probability A of this line.
Experiments in the neighborhood of the reson-
ance lines of Na' and of Hg' have checked these
considerations; for the reciprocal of the so-
determined A value coincides with direct meas-
urements of the lifetime T of the resonance level
and quantum mechanical calculations of the tran-
sition probability for the D lines of Na confirm4

i R. Ladenburg and R, Minkowski, Zeits. f. Physik 0,
153 (1927).

' R. Ladenburg and G. Wolfsohn, Zeits. f. Physik 63,
616 (1930).

' W. Prokofjew, Zeits. f. Physik 58, 255 (1929); R.
Ladenburg and E. Thiele, Zeits. f. physik. Chemic 87, 161
(1930).
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within the errors of experiment the measured
value of A.

For excited gases or vapors where the lower
level j of the spectral lines is already an excited
level and the population of the atoms in this
state N; is unknown, the determination of the
absolute value of A»; by measurement of anoma-
lous dispersion alone is not possible. But it is
possible to determine the relative values of A»;
for different lines which have the same lower
level j and therefore the same number N;, but
have different upper levels k. Such experiments
have been carried out for the Balmer lines of
hydrogen, ' and it has been mentioned in the re-

port of Korff and Breit, ' that the soQetermined
ratio of A for H and Hp coincides with quan-
tum mechanical calculations of this ratio.

Further experiments of similar kind have been
carried out with He, Ne and Hg by investigation
of the positive column of these gases. ' Especially
in the case of neon excited by direct current the
relative f and A values of a great number of lines
were determined in this way.

Such determinations are only possible as we
have seen in the discussion of Eq. (1), if Q
(Eq. (2)) is small compared with unity. This
condition can be tested by using the method of
"reversal temperature" usually applied to meas-
ure flame temperatures. Hedwig Kohn' has shown
that this method may be used to measure
the relative number of excited atoms in any
luminous gas. Light from a source giving a con-
tinuous spectrum —a black body or a carbon
arc or an incandescent lamp —is passed through
the luminous gas and analyzed by a spectrograph
of high dispersion. The resulting spectrum will

show the spectral lines of the gas either as dark
or as bright lines depending on whether the black
temperature of the source is above or below a
critical temperature T, called the reversaL fem-

Perafurc, at which the lines just disappear
against the continuous background. If there is
statistical equilibrium for the different excited
states in the gas corresponding to a common

'Agathe Carat and R. Ladenburg, Zeits. f. Physik 48,
192 (1928).

~ R. Ladenburg, H. Kopfermann and Agathe Carst,
Sitsungsber. d. Preuss. Akad. d. %iso. 1926, p. 256; see
also reference 9.

t H. Kohh, Phys. Zeits. 29, 49 (1928);M, 957 (1952).

temperature, all lines reverse at the same tem-
perature, but in general they do not. Each line
has its own characteristic reversal temperature.
The length of path, the strength of absorption
and the resolution of the spectrograph influence
the accuracy of the setting, but not the value of
T,. The only assumption is, that the luminous
gas layer passed by the rays of the light source
is uniform and that the ratio N»/Nf of the
population of the two states belonging to the
line investigated has a definite value along the
light path. This ratio or rather the ratio Q of Eq.
(2) is given as Hedwig Kohn has shown' by an
equation identical in form with Boltzmann's
equation

Q»i =exp I:—(~»—~f)/KT. 3 (4)

because the disappearance of the line against the
continuous background means that every volume
of the gas absorbs as much radiation energy as
it emits. Therefore

N»A»fkv»f = (NfBI» —N»B»f) e»fkv»f,

where to»f is the radiation density of the light
source for the frequency v», A and B are the
Einstein coeflicients of transition probability for
emission and absorption. ' As T, is the black
temperature of the light source, tt» is given by
Planck's law

u» ——8s.kv'/c't exp (kv/K T,) —1j. (5)

By reversing the considerations applied by
Einstein' in deriving Planck's law, Eq. (4) follows
immediately.

II. TRANSITION PROBABILITIES AND LIFETIME
oF NEQN LEvELs

The following investigations deal mostly with
the red-yellow lines of neon corresponding to the
transitions s —p. As shown in Fig. 1 the first
excited levels of neon are four s levels so, s4, ss
and ss ('Ps, 'Pr, 'Po and 'P1) which are rather
close together, s& and so being metastable while
s4 and ss combine with the normal level po and
give the ultraviolet resonance lines 743 and 736A.
The combination of these four s levels with the
ten p levels pto .pt ('~o, '~r, 'Po, 'Pots 'Ds
'Dios) give rise to about thirty spectral lines

o A. Einstein, Phys. Zeits. 18, 121 (1917).
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»vhich are responsible for the red-yellow light
of neon sign lamps. The anomalous dispersion
near these lines has been very thoroughly in-

vestigated by Ladenburg and his collaborators. '
They excited tubes of 50 and 80 cm letlgth and
of 8 to 10 mm diameter by means of a 20
kv d.c. generator with currents bel.ween 0. 1 and

700 m. a, The electrodes were large nickel

cylinders, mounted in side tubes, The long

positive column of luminous gas ("plasma" ) is

very uniform, but when investigated with a
rotating mirror it usually shows running stri-
ations ("laufende Schichten"). To give reliallle
results the tul3es and the electrodes have to be
very thoroughly outgassed and the gas inves-

"Sec the papers ol' R. I.a&lenhurg, /cits. f. I'hysik 48, 15
(1928) (I); R. I.a&lenburg an&I H. Vopfermann, Zeits. f.
I'hysik 48, 26;In&i 51 (1928) (I I an&I I I I), iaits. f. I'hysik 65,
167 (' I')30) (»$'); R. I. I&lcnllurg an&i S. I.cvy, /eits. f. I'hysik

65, 189 (1')3',)) (»&'I). I hcy Nill l&c «itc&l as reference 9,
I. . . »I'I.

RX%%%%%%%%%%%%%h%%%%4KAXX~
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I'3& . 2. Pictures of,lnonlalous &lispersion near some neon
l la& s.

"Sce rcport of Kurt'f an&I IIrcit (r«fcrcnce I) p. 482, etc. ,

I'ig. 5.

tigated (helium, neon, argon, etr. ) has to be
very clean, especially free from hydrogen. The
light of an arc lamp used as light source is
divided by the hrst plate of a Jamin inter-
ferometerls into two beams, one of them pene-
trating the long luminous column, the other an
evacuated tube of the same length. The two
coherent beams are united by the second plate
of the interferometer, and the interference
fringes produced are focussed upon the slit of a
spectrograph furnished with a large Michelson
plane grating which gives a dispersion of 3A per
rnm in the 3rd order. The continuous spectrum
upon which are superimposed the bright lines
of the excited gas, is traversed by horizontal
interference fringes (Fig, 2), or by oblique
fringes if a plane parallel compensating plate is
introduced in the beam penetrating the evacu-
ated tube. On both sides of the spectral lines the
horizontal fringes are bent off corresponding to
the rapid change of the refractive index (I'uc-
cianti method) and the oblique fringes show the
"hooks" according to Rogestwensky's method. '"
The wave-length distance between the two hooks
outside a spectral line allows one in a simple way
to calculate the F value (Eq. (1)) of the line. '"

In neon gas one gets these effects near some
lines even at currents as low as 1 m.a. because the
population of the metastable s„.and ss levels is
sufFicie&ttly high at these currents. I" ig. 2 shows
some pictures of anomalous dispersion and of the
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TABLs I. Aefrttive A and f t)sltces for the s—p lines of neon.

iVavc-length

5882
5945
j975
6143
6)1)
6334
6402
70.32

6163
6266
6532

Term

ssps
ss p4

ssps
Ssps

Ssp4
Ssp I

ssp)0

ssps
S)Ps
s.p)

3
5
3
5

)

3

0.37
0.29

~0.16
0.56
0.25
0.22
1

0.56

0.62
1
0.54

0.06)
0.09

~0.03
0.185
0.05
0.12s
0.500
0.145

Zf = 1.19

0.42
0.68
0.41

Zf = 1.51

6030
6074
6096
6128
6304
6383
6506
7240

s4ps
ssps
S4P4
s4ps
$4ps
S4P",

s4 ps
S4P10

5852
6598
66)78
6717
6929
7174

ssp)
stp)
S)P4
ssps
ssps
Ssps

6'avc-length Term

1

3
5
3
5

~0.15
1

0.30
&0.07

0.12
0.53
0.44
0.23

1

0.32
0.3.3
0.28
0.06

~0.06
0.14
0.22

&0.03
0.09
0.26
0.36
0,14'f = 1.30

0.22
0.28,
0.46
0.285
0.43
0.10

Zf= 1.78

hooks near the lines 6402 (sspg), 6383 (ssp7) and

6334 (ssps) at a current of about 50 m. a. As a
matter of fact, the population in the lower level

of a spectral line must be rather high in order to
give the eHect of anomalous dispersion. That is

the reason this effect is observable only in rela-

tively few cases. That in Fig. 2 the line s4p7

belonging to the unstable lower level ss show. s

anomalous dispersion can be understood as being

due to the interchange of energy between the

atoms in s;, s4 and ss states because the mean

energy of the neon atoms at room temperature

(0.04 volt) is of the same order as the energy
difference betv een these levels. Moreover the

population in the unstable level ss, though de-

creasing by radiation of the line 743, is con-

tinually being replenished by strong reabsorption

of this radiation. " Therefore it remains of the
same order of magnitude as that of the meta-

stable states ss and s& and is hence called "quasi
metastable. " The energy of the level ss is 0.23

volt higher than that of ss and behaves therefore

in a somewhat different way (see Fig. 6, Section
III). It is possible however at higher currents"
to measure the anomalous dispersion of the lines

belonging to this level,
Simultaneous measurements of the reversal

temperature of the lines with the carbon arc as

light source showed" that the ratio Q of Eq. (1)
was small compared with unity, as long as the

"Reference 9, II, p. 42.
"Reference 9, VI, p. 198.
"Reference 9, II, p. 38.

current through the gas was below 100 m. a.
Therefore, the statistical weights for all s and p
levels being known, the relative values of F») of
different neon lines" belonging to the same s and

to different p levels give the relative f„andcon-

sequently the relative A, „values (Eq. (3)).
Table I contains the so-determined relative A

values for the different sp lines" arranged
according to their common lower levels ss s2,

The table contains also the absolute f values as
will be explained below.

By combining these experiments on anomalous

dispersion with measurements of the ratio of the
true intensity of nues belonging to the same

upper, but to diferent lower levels, it is possible
to calculate also the relative A and f values of
the lines with different lower levels, for the inten-

sity of a spectral line A —j ol a gas layer of inflni-

tesimal thickness (its "true" intensity) is

IIs) =-¹ At., Itv);.

visually the light intensity of a luminous gas
layer of finite length l is not simply l times as

large, but is influenced by the self-absorption of
the light in the gas itself; this is especially true
in the case of the s-p lines of excited neon in

which the population of the s levels and the cor-

responding self-absorption is high. As a matter
of fact, the absorption of these lines is so strong
that it is nearly impossible to get completely rid

"The measurements for different lines have to be n)ade

of course at the same current.
u The largest A value for a definite s level is put as unity.
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Fic. 3. Intensity distribution of neon line 6304 measured
with Perot-Fabry etalon. xxx measured in layer of 80 cm
with etalon plate distance of 15 mm; . . . measured in
layer of 0.8 cm with etalon plate distance of 15 mm; ooo
measured in layer of 0.8 cm with etalon plate distance of
30 mm. The dotted and the full lines are calculated for the
layers of 80 and 0.8 cm resp. according to the formula

where

with

H=1-exp P-C ~ exp (—4'(e o
—e)'j,

C= 2o'F//nee oq, P' =4c'/oroo~q',

F=0.6X10ee and q~5.05X10' cm/sec.

burg-Levy), and the authors have shown that
the intensity of the spectral lines of a finite
layer l of the luminous gas is equal to the inten-

'o H. B.Dorgelo, Physica 5, 90 (1925); H. B. Dorgelo and
W. de Groot, Zeits. f. Physik 36, 897 (1926).

eo Reference 9, III, p. 55.
eo Reference 9, VI, p. 200.

of it. Dorgelois has tried to get "true" intensity
ratios of the neon lines undisturbed by self-

absorption, by using small amounts of hydrogen
in the neon discharge. " Meissner and Dorgelo
have shown that hydrogen destroys the meta-
stable neon atoms and therefore the absorption
and also the anomalous dispersion. That is why
for such investigations the gas has to be freed
especially from hydrogen. Ladenburg and Levy"
have given another method for calculating "true"
intensities, by taking the absorption into account
and correcting the measured intensities corre-
spondingly. This is only possible of course if the
intensity distribution of the emission and ab-
sorption coefficient is known. In the positive
column of a neon discharge this intensity dis-
tribution is determined by the Doppler-effectis
(compare Fig. 3 taken from the paper of Laden-

and C=2Fe'l/votre, q being the mean velocity
of the atoms. The sum S is given in a table in the
paper of Ladenburg-Levy (reference 9, VI) for
values of C between 0.1 and 1000. The F values
of the neon lines are known from the measure-
ments of anomalous dispersion. By this method
the intensity ratios of the lines 6678 (s&P&)/5944

(sop4) and of 6598 (s&ps)/5882 (s&ps) and there-
fore the ratios of their A values were determined.
In this way the A values of all the ss lines relative
to the A values of the so lines were calculated. "
In a similar way the A values of the s4 and ss lines
relative to the s& lines are calculated by using
intensity ratios from measurements by Dorgelo
given in Table II. The results of these calcula-

TAni. E II.

Lines

6506/6334
6096/5945
6163/5882
6532/6217

Series

sepo/Sepo
sepe/sepe
sePe/sePS
soph/Soph

Intensity
ratio

100:62
100:62
100:75
100:59

tions are given in Tables I and III. Table I
shows the f values of the diferent lines reduced
to the f value of the line 6402 which is put equal
0.5. In Table III one finds the A values of the
neon lines reduced to the absolute A value of the
line 6402 (sops) corresponding to f=0.5. The
method for estimating these absolute values of
f and A is given in Section III. The abbreviation
v.s. in the table signifies that the A value of this
line is so small that the anomalous dispersion of
this line could not be measured; ? means that the
value is not measured and is unknown; 0 means
that this combination does not exist, i.e., that its
A value is practically zero. The largest A values
are those of the resonance line sops and the
"quasi-resonance" lines s&ps and s&p&. The upper
levels combine each with one other lower level
but the corresponding transition probability is so

sity of an infinitesimal layer multipled by the
expression t S where

C C'
S=1 — +

2X21 6X31
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TasLE III. 3 est»ss of »oo» li»os, rosf02ood lo lko absol»lo A
sols20 for M402 (s0p0) oorrosfso»di»g to f 0.5.

1P1
$1

A01X10 1

Sp, sp0 rp)
$1 $1 Sl

I
O
X

18e
SP1
'PS
SP1
1pl
SDS
SD1
1DS
SDS
SSr

pl 0
pl 2.11
p1 0
ps 1.7
P1 ~.9
p» 3.21
pl 1.41
Ps 2.0r
pl 5.71
p11 3.24

V,S.
~L2

7.8
2,31

&0.6
0.91
4, tr
3,4
0
1.8

0 12.8
2.41 4.31
0 v.s.
0 4.4
3.81 4.11
0 351
2.4 v.a.
0 0.80
0 0

? ?

13 &0 8 X 10"1
10 1.0
8 1.21
8.2 1.2

&9.5 & 1.05
7, 7 1.3
7.8 1.3
6.3 1.6
5.8 1.7

&5.0 &2.0

/
/ ~i I I

t I I I

10 20 50 40 50

rl14

v0AX10 r~ 20,5 22.3 8.4 29.71 Fio. 4. Increase of F values of different ss lines with the
current.

small that it could not be measured. Furthermore,
Table III gives the sum EA of all lines belonging
to the same upper level. The reciprocal value of
this sum is equalis to the lifetime T of the upper
levels pi, ps ~ ~ ~ p10. The table shows that this
lifetime varies from 0.8X10 ' up to 2&10-'
for the different p levels. The lifetime increases
systematically as the energy of the level de-
creases. The small irregularities are within the
accuracy of the measurements which is of the
order of 10-15 percent.

III. PQPULATIoN oF ExcITED LEvELs IN THE

POSITIVE COLUMN, STATISTICAL EQUILIBRIUM

BETwEEN DIFFERENT LEVELS& RELATION TO

ELECTRON TEMPERATURE

The same measurements of anomalous dis-

persion and of "true" intensity of the neon lines

make it possible to calculate the relative popu-
lation of the different excited levels of neon.
This follows at once from the equations

Fs~ = Nq fsf =NsAsq(gs/gq) rpscs/8~808?ra 8 (1a)

and
Hsj= NB Asj. kisf.

The first of these equations contains the assump-
tion that the population of the upper level is so
small that the ratio Q ~Nsg;/N;g» can be
neglected (see Section I). If we compare two
lines with the same upper level (let us say pB)
and with different lower levels (say s6 and ss)
we get from the intensity ratio of these lines the
ratio of their A values and from measurements

"As pointed out by R. Ladenburg, Zeits. f. Physik 4,
455 (1921).

of their anomalous dispersion the ratio of their
F values, thus we get the ratio ¹, :N„.

While the "true" intensity ratio of two hnes
with the same upper level is independent of the
current, the F values and their ratio for lines
with different lower levels does depend rather
strongly upon the current flowing through the
positive column. Fig. 4 shows this change" for
some lines of neon with currents between 5 and
50 m.a. Before proceeding to the results of
measurements of the population of excited levels
we have therefore to consider how and why the
anomalous dispersion and the F values depend
upon the current. The increase of the F values
with current could be produced, according to
Eq. (ia), either by an increase of the population
of the lower level of the line, or by an increase
of its A value, the transition probability. The
values of A0; are properties of the atoms and a

II

/

/-I00

s r1 1600K-—
a 6143 ——
+ +0007 ——

0 10 20 50 40

Fto. 5. F values of different ss lines as functions of current
reduced to the same scale.

00 In the German papers the notation % ol the ordinates
of the Figs. 4, 5. . . stands for our F.
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change of these values with the current is very
improbable. Theoretically very strong electric
fields might influence the A values, but in the
experiments here described such an effect does
not seem to be present, for if we reduce to the
same scale the F values of the different lines of
Fig. 4 which belong to the same lower level si, the
reduced values coincide (sea Fig. 5), consequently
it must be the population N, , (common to the
different lines) which changes with the current.
We know that with increasing current the num-
ber of electrons increases and that these electrons,
if fast enough, excite the atoms of the gas by col-
lisions of the "first kind, " either directly or
through the p levels which are much more easily
excited than the s levels. " On the other hand
electrons colliding with excited atoms will
destroy them by collisions of the "second kind. "
The excited atoms are also destroyed by col-
lisions with the walls or with other atoms or by
spontaneous radiation, but on the other hand, as
was mentioned above, the re-absorption of radi-
ation can lift the atoms from the normal level to
an excited one, if this is not metastable. In the
steady state the resultant rate at which the
atoms are raised to a particular level must equal-
ize the rate at which the atoms in this level are
destroyed. To a first approximation the number
of atoms excited and destroyed by collisions with
electrons is proportional to the current. But with
higher currents higher powers of the current have
also to be taken into account, because of cross
interactions between atoms already excited by
electron impact. Therefore in the steady state
the population of a definite level characterized
by the index j can be approximately represented
bye

¹,= (AI+BP)/(CI+DP+E). (7)

Here I is the current and A, B, C, D and E are
positive constants independent of the current
which contain the probability of exciting and
destroying the atoms jby the different processes
mentioned above. The term E which does not
depend upon the current is due to the destruction
of the excited atoms by spontaneous radiation
and by collisions with the walls of the tube or

with other atoms. There is no corresponding
term for exciting the atoms.

With small current the quadratic terms can
be neglected and we get the simple equation

¹,=aI/(PI+1), (8)

where a =A/E and P = C/E. The reciprocal value
of N~ becomes a linear function of I/I. This
connection was examined by experiments with
the different s-p lines of neon (reference 9, II)
and it was shown that it holds approximately for
currents between 10 and 60 m.a."

Fig. 6 represents the increase of the population
of the different s levels with the current up to
60 m.a. at a neon pressure of 1.3 mm. The curves
are deduced from the F values of different lines
having the same lower level, as these can be
represented by the same curve, i.e., by the same
function of I, at least up to 60 m.a., as shown
above.

We see from this figure that the curves of the
population of si, s&, and si are very similar in
shape, but that that of s& behaves in quite
another way, corresponding to our consideration
in Section II. The curves of si, si and sa increase
at first rapidly with the current, but this increase
slows down and at 50 m.a. a kind of "saturation"
is approached, where the population no longer
increases with increasing current. This effect
which is even more pronounced at higher gas
pressures (reference 9, II, Fig. 6), means that in
Eq. (8) the term PI becomes large compared
with 1, i.e., the number of collisions with elec-
trons destroying the levels becomes large com-
pared with all other destroying factors, such as
collisions with the walls of the tube and especially
spontaneous radiation. This is obviously a kind
of statistical equilibrium between the colliding
electrons and the excited atoms.

This approximation of a statistical equilibrium
is also shown by the ensemble of the different
s states. Above 50 m.a. the ratio of the popula-
tion of si, si and si is 100:52.5:17.5 (cp. Fig.
6). The ratio of their statistical weights is
5:3:1, and if the Boltzmann law corresponding
to a high "specific temperature, " for instance
10,000', would hold for their population, the

"See M. I. Druyvesteyn, Zeits. f. Physik 64, 787 (1930).
'i Reference 9, VI, p. 178.

'i The deviations from the linear relation at very small
currents are not yet explained satisfactorily.
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0 Z 5 l0mk 20 50 40 50

Fro. 6. Increase of population of s levels with current (neon pressure 1.3 mm).

ratio would be 100:56: 18. The population of
the ss state at the currents used is far from such
equilibrium (15 instead of 46) and there is no
"saturation" of its population, as we see from
Fig. 6. One reason is that the s& level lies about
0.2 volt higher than the other three so that the
mean energy of the atoms at room temperature
is not sufficient for an energy exchange, and
besides this, the spontaneous disintegration of
the ss level by radiation is very high. "

Because the s levels lie too near together the
measurements of the populations are not exact
enough for testing the Boltzmann law and for
calculating in this way a "specific temperature. "
However, under certain conditions, general the-
oretical considerations show the existence of a
statistical equilibtium between excited atoms
and electrons and the validity of the Boltzmann
law for the excited atoms, It is necessary to
assume only that the velocities of the electrons

'4 Its transition probability is about 13 times larger than
that of s4, according to recent unpublished calculations of
G. H. Shortley.

n ~ As demonstrated for Hg vapor by I. Langmuir and
Mott-Smith (Phys. Rev. 28, 727 (1926), etc.) (see K. K.
Darrow, Discharges in Gases, 1932) and for Ne by R.
Seeliger and R. Hirchert (Ann. d. Physik 11, 817 (1931)).

in the plasma have a Maxwellian distribution" "
and furthermore that the excitation to and de-
struction of excited states are due preponder-
antly to electron impact, i.e., that the number of
such effective electron collisions is so large that
they overbalance all other processes of excitation
and especially of destruction by spontaneous
radiation or by collisions with the walls or with
other molecules.

This important result follows immediatelysr

by reversing the considerations of Klein-Rosse-
land. ~ Though it does not seem to be quite self-
evident that on account of the partial equilibrium
between electrons and excited atoms there is a
detailed balance ("microscopic reversibility "~)
between every process of excitation and de-
struction of atoms by electron impact, which
would lead at once to the validity of Boltzmann's
distribution of the excited atoms corresponding
to the electrom temperature, the following simple
considerations'r give the same result: The

'~ See H. Kopfermann and R. Ladenburg, Naturwiss. 19,
512 (1931).

'e O. Klein and S. Rosseland, Zeits. f. Physik 4, 46 (1921).
~~ Compare Tolman's book on Statist''cai 3&chanice,

p. 165, 1927.
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Maxwelliam distribution means that the number
of electrons of energy between E and E+dE is
n(E)dE=C E&exp ( —E/kT, )dE, T, being the
"electron temperature. " If E; and E» are the
energies of two levels of the atom, then the level

of higher energy k is excited only by electrons
with energy E"&E»—E, ; the corresponding
probability being S;»(E"). The energy of
electrons after the exciting collision is E'=E"
—(E»—E;). In a collision of "the second kind"
such electrons destroy excited atoms with a
probability S»; (E') taking up the energy E»—E;.
According to Klein and Rosseland" there exists
the well-known relation between the two prob-
abilities:

g;E" S;»(E")=g»E' S»;(E'), (9)

g; and g» being, as before, the statistical weights
of the two atomic levels. Klein and Rosseland
derived this relation by assuming a temperature
equilibrium between atoms and electrons. But
the probabilities S as well as the weights g are

properties of the atoms and electrons and do
not depend upon the existence of a statistical
equilibrium nor do they change generally with
outside conditions. The same is true for the
transition probabilities. Ke may therefore apply
relation (9) to the processes in the plasma with-
out assuming a statistical equilibrium between
atoms and electrons. But we make the important
assumption that the current density in the
plasma is very high, i.e., that so many collisions
of the second kind occur between excited atoms
and electrons, that the number of atoms de-
stroyed per second by these collisions is equal
to the number excited per second by electronic
collisions. Of course the excited atoms are also
destroyed by other means as mentioned above,
but the number of these processes shall be
supposed to be very small compared with the
number of collisions of the second kind with
electrons. Our assumption is therefore rigorously
valid only for very large currents. By equalizing
the number of collisions of the first kind and of
the second kind we get

N, S;»(E")exp (—E"/KT, )E"dE" = N» S»j(E') exp (—E'/KT, )E' dE'.
8»—Ep 0

Ke substitute on the left-hand side of this equation the variable of integration E" byE'=E"—(E»—E;) and the probability S;»(E")by S»(E') according to the Klein-Rosseland relation
(9) and get

¹, S»;(E') exp ( —E'/KT, ) exp (—[E»—E;j/KT, ) g»/gtE' dE'
D

S»;(E') exp (—E'/KT, )E' dE'
0

and therefore

N»/¹=g /g; exp ( —(E —E;)/KT, ), {10)

estimated by using the f sum rule of Thomas-
Reiche-Kuhn 2'

i.e., for large currents in the plasma the ratio of
the populations of the ttvo atomic levels corresponds
to a statistical equilibrium at the electron tem-

perature. This result can be tested experimentally,
for from the experiments on anomalous dispersion
in neon it is possible to calculate to some extent
the ratio ¹/N;.

As stated above, the F values determined by
anomalous dispersion give only the product
N;f»q. The absolute value of f can however be

Z being the number of electrons of the atoms.
The first sum, characterized by the index a,
refers to all possible absorption transitions of
the atom in the state considered, the second sum,
characterized by the index e, refers to all emission
transitions of this state. For the metastable state

"W. Thomas, Naturwiss. 19, 627 (1925); W. Kuhn,
Zeits. f. Physik 33, 408 (1925), F. Reiche and W. Thomas,
Zeits. f. Physik 34, 510 (1925).
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ss of the neon atom the second sum vanishes. By
multiplying both sides of Eq. (11) by N„weget

TABLE IV. Ekctron temperatnre in «eo» as fnnction of
pressnre and cnrrent from measnrements of Seefiger and
Hirchert.

Q N,g„,=Q F„s=Z.N„.
Pressure 50 m.a. 100 m.a. 300 m.a.

%e have to consider that only one outer electron
in the neon atom is efficient in the absorption
lines of the state ss, but that the f sum of the
inner electrons may be smaller than their num-

ber m therefore the f sum of a single outside
electron may be larger than unity and may even
be 2. A further uncertainty arises from the fact
that we know the f values only for the combina-
tion of ss with the p» levels, but not for the higher
transitions nor for the adjacent continuum. s' By
taking care of these uncertainties" we get for the
value of ¹,at the current of 100 m. a. and 1 mm

pressure in a tube of 0.8 cm diameter the limits
2.6 and 13.8X10".The absolute value of fs~ss is
then included between the limits 0.85 and 0.21
(mean value 0.5+0.3 (see Table I))"' and from
the known population of the normal neon atoms
in po state we get. for the value of Q=—N, ,g„,/N„,g, ,
thelimits3X10 'and 16X10 '. The correspond-
ing "specific temperature" of the excited ss atoms,
defined by Eq. {10),becomes therefore 20,200'
+10 percent; for the s4 and ss atoms this tem-
perature is about 300' less, i.e., the same within
the limits of experimental error. For higher
currents (cp. following sections) the specific
temperature is about 400' smaller. V/e will see
there that for higher currents a statistical equi-
librium even between higher states is reached
corresponding to a similar temperature.

The electron temperature was determined by
Seeliger and Hirchert" in the positive column of
a low voltage arc in neon. They used tubes of 40
and 20 mm diameter without getting an appreci-
able difference. As the experiments on anomalous

s See R. de L. Kronig and H. A. Kramers, Zeits. f.
Physik 48, 174 (1928).

"Ke know only that the f value of the second line of
the strongest series s&-ps (X=3473) is very small, certainly
smaller than I/7 of that for 6402. (See Agathe Carst, Zeits.
f. Physik 48, 59 (1928).)

ss For details of the calculation compare Zeits. f. Physik
65, 185 (1930).~The sum of the f values for the four s levels given in
Table I is incomplete according to the foregoing considera-
tions, furthermore there are transitions of emission from
s~ and ss to the normal level, the f, values of which cannot
be neglected.

0.65 mm
0.8
2

11
20

33,000'
28,600
25,200
20,200

30,200'
27,200
24,800
20,200
16,300

24,400'
22,400
21,800
19,800
15,100
16,300

dispersion were carried out in tubes of only 8 mm
diameter there remains a small uncertainty. The
values of Seeliger and Hirchert are contained in
Table IV {accuracy 10 percent). For 1 mm
pressure the value of the electron temperature
at 100 m.a. is therefore about 26,600' and at
300 m.a. about 22,000'. This value is in suf-
ficient agreement with the specific temperature
20,200'+10 percent, calculated above from the
measurements of the population of excited atoms
at 1 mm pressure. " Moreover with increasing
pressure the specific temperature of excited
atoms decreases in a way similar to the electron
temperature and falls off to about 15,000' at
9 mm pressure where the electron temperature
is about 16,000' according to Table IV. The
experiments show that the statistical equilibrium
of the excited atoms at higher pressure is already
reached at lower currents. This can be under-
stood, for with increasing pressure the collisions
with the walls which destroy the excited atoms
decrease as their rate of diffusion is decreased;
on the other hand, the number of slow electrons
which are responsible for the collisions of the
second kind with excited atoms increases with

the pressure if the current is kept constant. Both
effects act in the same sense producing the
observed fact.

F. L. Mohler" has investigated the positive
column of a caesium discharge; he determined
the electron temperature and simultaneously
the number of excited atoms. In agreement
with our results in a neon discharge he found

» The authors give their values in volts and state that 1
volt corresponds to 7750' (e V~ 3KTi2).

s' Recently M. I. Druyvesteyn (Zeits. f. Physik 81, 571
(1933)), got appreciably higher results than Seeliger and
Hirchert, but this discrepancy is not yet cleared up.

~ F. L. Mohler, Bur. Stand. Research Pap. 485, 9, 494
(1932).
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Fio. 7. Change of F values of s~ lines with higher currents.

that the number of excited atoms approaches
with increasing current the equilibrium values
corresponding to a Boltzmann distribution of
the electron temperature. Furthermore, he de-
duced a similar result for the positive column
of mercury from the data of Killian. ~ It seems
therefore that the connection between electron
temperature and specific temperature and the
approximation of a statistical equilibrium be-
tween electrons and excited atoms with increas-

ing current is really a general property of mona-
tomic gases as is to be expected from the general
theoretical considerations presented above.

IV. INFLUENCE OF HIGHER CURRENTS UPON THE

DISPERSION OF EXCITED GASES AND THE

EFFECT OF NEGATIVE DISPERSION

If the current exciting and destroying the neon
atoms is increased above 100 m.a. , the simple
Eq. (8) no longer holds. The quadratic terms of
Eq. (7) come into play and, besides this, the
population of the higher levels pi p&s increases,
so that the expression

1 —Q»;
—= 1 —N»k/Nig»

in Eq. (1) for Fcannot be neglected. Such experi-
ments with very high currents which were carried
out by Kopfermann and Ladenburg, ~ gave the
first experimental evidence for the existence of
the negative terms in the dispersion equation for

~ Killian, Phys. Rev. 35, 1238 (19303.
n Reference 9, UI, see also H. Kopfermann and R.

Ladenburg, Zeits. f. physilr Chemic (A) Haberband, 378
(f928).

the dispersion, i.e. , for "negative dispersion" (see
report of Korff and Breit, ' p. 481).

The results of these measurements are given
in Fig. 7 which contains the Ii values of different
neon lines, having the lower level ss in common,

up to currents of 700 m.a. For such high currents
the rather narrow tubes (0.8 cm diameter) had
to be made of quartz and cooled with running
water. We see from Fig. 7 that the F values of
the lines 6402 {ssps), 6334 (s»Ps), 6143 {ssPs),
5945 (s&P4} increase only slightly above 60 m.a.
up to about 100 m.a. but with higher currents
they definitely decrease. If the F values of the
different lines are again reduced to the same
scale, so that they agree for a small current {e.g. ,

10 m. a.) (see Fig. 8}, these reduced values F
coincide as was mentioned above within the
limits of error up to 60 m.a. But with higher
currents, especially above 100 m. a. , the lines
behave quite differently, the reduced Ii values
no longer coincide, but separate considerably
from one another. Those of longest wave-

lengths decrease most, and those of shorter wave-

lengths decrease least, i.e., the smaller the dif-

ference of energy between the common lower

state ss and the different upper states p» the
larger is the decrease of F. This is just what we

should expect as a consequence of negative dis-

persion and the influence of the expression Q»I
in the formula (1) (j corresponds in these ex-
periments to ss and k to p4, ps, ps and ps): the
larger the current the greater is the number of
the atoms in the upper state p», at the same time
the atoms in the lower state ss do not in~
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Fin. 8. F values of Fig. 7 reduced to the same scale.

much but rather decrease a little above 100 m.a.
as a discussion of Eq. (8) sho~s (see the fol-

lowing section). Therefore with increasing cur-
rent the ratio ¹/NI increases. Furthermore the
number ¹of atoms in the different upper states
(i.e., pis ps) will be greater the lower the
energy of that state and the higher its statistical
value, as a consequence of a kind of statistical
equilibrium as we shall see in Section V.

The main point is the difference of decrease
between the F values of the different lines. This
difference can not be explained by the decrease
of the population of the s» level, for this is the
same for the different lines. Neither does this
difference come from a change of the A values
which are different for the different lines, for
the following observations~ prove without doubt
that the population of the higher levels p4 ps,
ps and ps is increased by increasing current so
much that the expression Q in Eq. (1) for F
can no longer be neglected.

Firstly, absorption measurements of the line

pis —si (7059) gave the result that the absorption
becomes appreciable above 50 m.a. and increases
with the current. Secondly, the "reversal tem-
perature" of the neon lines, i.e., the black tem-
perature of the light source at which the neon
lines just disappear against the continuous back-
ground, was measured with a carbon arc as
light source. This reversal temperature was
lower than 4000' for a current of 50 m.a. and
inc~ strongly with increasing current.
According to the cited considerations of Hedwig

~ Reference 9, V and VL

Kohnr this means that the value Q for the
lines in question is smaller than 0.01 for 50 m.a.
but increases with higher currents. Thirdly, the
increase of the intensity of the k-j lines above
50 m.a. showed that the number of N» atoms
increased further.

All these different experiments prove without
doubt, that the population of the p levels does
increase with the current, and so much so that
above 100 m.a. the ratio Q has appreciable
values. Therefore the experiments shown by the
curves of Fig. 8 prove the influence of the nega-
tive term in the dispersion formula. This
"negative dispersion" corresponds to the nega-
tive absorption of the theory of radiation and to
the term —1 in the denominator of Planck's for-
mula for the radiation of a black body (Eq. (5)),
as is easily shown by Einstein's derivation of this
formula, The influence of this term comes into
play with radiation measurements only, if these
are carried out at rather high temperatures or
with long wave-lengths, as the classical experi-
ments of Lummer-Pringsheim and Rubens-
Kurlbaum~ show. With these high temperatures
and long wave-lengths the expression hv/KT in
the exponential of Planck's formula becomes so
small that the -1can no longer be neglected and
in the limit Planck's formula goes over into
Rayleigh's formula. In a similar way we find here
the influence of negative dispersion only at very
high currents, and this influence is the stronger

O. Lummer and E. Pringsheim, Verh. d. Deutsch.
Physi. Ges. g, 153 (1900).H. Rubens and F. Kurlbaum,
Berliner Ahad. Ber. 929 (1900); Ann. d. Phyak 4, 549
(1901).
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Fia 9. Change of the population of s» and of different p levels with current (neon pressure 1 mm).

the smaller the energy difference of the two levels
considered, i.e., the longer the wave-length at
which the anomalous dispersion is investigated.

V. THE STATIsTIcAL EQUILIBRIUM BETwEEN
THE s AND p STATEs oF NEoN

We are now ready to calculate from the cited
experiments the relative number of the different
excited s and p levels of neon. According to Eq.
(1)

Q- N»g;/N;g» = 1 —F»;/N; f»;.

The values of F are given directly by the experi-
ments, but the value of N; and its change with
the current are known only up to about 60 m. a.
below which the linear relation (Eq. (8)) holds
and the negative dispersion does not yet come
into play. For higher currents an extrapolation
of the change of the population of NI with cur-
rent is necessary. By using the quadratic Eq. (7)
deduced by theoretical considerations of the ex-
citing and destroying processes mentioned above,
this Eq. (7) can be written in the somewhat
simpler form¹= ( I+PI')/(yI+ bI'+1). (7a)

The discussion of the experiments on anomalous
dispersion and their comparison with Eq. (7a)
led to the following values" valid only under
the experimental conditions.

a 7.10', p 1 10, y=5 10», 8=1.5.10 c.

where j corresponds to s», and k to the different

p values, and where

E» —E; =hc/X»;, hc/log c =0.621.

0, the specific temperature, is a measure of the
ratio N»/N;. For the five s» lines we get the
values shown in Table V. The difFerences between
the 8 values for the different p values with
I= 700 m. a. are within the limits of error and we

may speak of a kind of statistical equilibrium

Tant. s U. Valses of Q( N»g&/N&g») esd of 8 for dif-
fcrcst csrrcsts is scos.

e.;
I=300 m.a. 500 m.a

8
700 m.a. For I 700m.a.

ference in our conclusions if the N values
decrease or increase a little above 100 m.a.
Knowing the values of N„we are able to cal-
culate the ratios N„»/N, , from the experiments
and we get the values N, drawn in Fig. 9. This
figure shows that below 100 m.a. the number of
atoms in the p» levels is very small compared
with N„;with increasing current the values of
N~ increase, but very soon they approach satura-
tion and statistical equilibrium. With 700 m.a.
they are arranged nearly according to their en-
ergy and their statistical weight. If we put

Q»; =exp (—(E» —E;)/KO),

o =0.6»l)»( —log Q»i).

Values of N„socalculated are plotted in Fig. 9.
As a matter of fact it will not make much dif-

c Reference 9, U, p. 180,

7032
6402
6334
6143
5945

0.23
0.21
0.14
0.15
0.16

0.37
0.29
0.27
0.20

(0.40)
0.43
0.38
0.35
0,33

22,000'
26,500'
23,400'
22,200'
22,700'
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between the p states, their common specific
temperature being about 23,000'K. This is in
satisfactory agreement with the value deduced
in Section III for the specific temperature of the
s states relative to the normal state and with the
electron temperature as measured by Seeliger
and Kirchert. "

We may summarize these results as follows:
In the positive column called the "plasma" of
pure neon, and more generally of monatomic
gases, where the electrons possess a nearly
Maxwellian distribution of velocities, a statistical
equilibrium between electrons and excited atoms
is approached with increasing current. The
specific temperature determining the relative

population of a definite excited level approaches
the electron temperature, when de-excitation of
the atoms is mainly produced by collisions of the
second kind with electrons, i.e., when these col-
lisions overbalance to a large extent the other
destroying factors, such as collisions with the
walls or other atoms and decay by spontaneous
radiation. This "equilibrium current" is the
higher, the higher the energy of the excited level.
Therefore one gets only at very high currents a
statistical equilibrium for diferent excited levels
with the same specific temperature. The kinetic
energy of the normal atoms does not participate
in this equilibrium. Their real mean temperature
is of a totally different order of magnitude.




