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I. INTRODUCTION

History of Conservation Laws

]~ONSERVATION laws in physics are almost as~ old as the Newtonian revolution. Originally con-
ceived when physics dealt only with particles, their
usefulness continued after the advent of field physics,
of special relativity, and even of quantum mechanics.
It is therefore not surprising that considerable attention
has been paid to the question of the application of con-
servation laws to theories, such as general relativity,
which are covariant under general coordinate trans-
formations. It has been hoped that such laws would be
just as beneficial iri the application of and the under-
standing of such theories as they have been elsewhere.
In particular, great interest has centered around the
problem of finding the laws analogous to the conserva-
tion of momentum, of angular momentum, and espe-
cially of energy, which are familiar in theories (such as
special relativity) which are not generally covariant.
Today, nearly fifty years after the advent of general
relativity, no general agreement has been reached on
this problem; the appropriate form that each of these
laws should take is still a subject of controversy.

The original suggestion as to an energy-momentum
conservation law for general relativity was made by
Einstein when the notion of general relativity was
scarcely a year old (21, 22).t As was immediately noted,
there are two curious features of Einstein's law, fea-
tures not present in I orentz-covariant theories. First,
the conserved quantity does not constitute a tensor nor
a tensor density. This enabled Schroedinger (50) and
Bauer (5) to show that the value of the total energy as
derived from Einstein's law could be radically altered
merely by performing a coordinate transformation.
Second, the values for the total energy and momentum,
defined as integrals over a three-dimensional initial
surface, could be rewritten as integrals over the two-
dimensional boundary of that surface. ' It was dis-
covered that these two features were inherent in the
nature of the theory. '

Einstein's energy-momentum law was generally ac-
cepted as the energy-momentum law for general rela-
tivity for over thirty years. During this period, however,

* National Science Foundation Predoctoral Fellow, 1955—1959.
f References in parentheses will be found in alphabetical order

. at end of article.' The explicit expression for the quantity to be integrated over
the two-surface was erst given by Freud (29). See also Zatzkis
(58).' See Secs. III and VI.

alternative expressions for that law were advanced such
as those of Klein (36) and Lorentz (40). Then about
1950, Landau and Lifschitz (39, p. 318) suggested a new
expression which had the advantage of being "sym-
metrized. " The existence of more than one expression
supposedly representing the energy was a cause of some
disturbance. This disturbance became chaos in 1958
when the number of alternative expressions suddenly
increased to infinity. This was due largely to the efforts
of Goldberg, who listed an infinite number in a single
paper (32). Expressions suggested by Manlier (43),
Bergmann (11),Komar (37), and Dirac (19) also added
to the general confusion. This rapid multiplication of
energy expressions motivates the work in the present
paper.

Statement of Purpose

The present paper examines the situation created by
the presence of so many proposed energy laws and
attempts to understand it. The connection between
these various laws is illuminated. - An inquiry is made
into the Nses of conservation laws. Such an inquiry is
obviously much needed, for no other way is evident to
decide which, if any, of the proposed laws is the correct
energy law and of what significance the other laws
might be.'

Conservation laws may be put to two general kinds
of uses. First, the numerical values of the conserved
quantities may be used in various ways. For example,
they may be used as a "check-up service": Two sets of
physical data are given, one representing the initial
state of a physical system, the other an alleged final
state of the system. One calculates the total energy
represented by each set of data; if they are not the same
in value, one concludes that the two sets of data do not,
as alleged, describe the same physical system. Second,
conservation laws may be put to mathematical uses.
Such uses depend on the specific way in which the
conservation law is written; in such uses the conserva-
tion laws are regarded as interesting rewritings of the
equations of motion, rewritings which may provide new
physical insights. For example, the Einstein-Infeld-
HoGman treatment of the motion of sources of the
gravitational field depends upon the field equations
being rewritten in certain ways which are suggested
from the consideration of conservation laws.

The conclusion of this paper is that the uses of the

'Similar sentiments have been expressed by Eddington (20)
and more recently by Dirac (19).
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values of conserved quantities in generally covariant
theories are far more limited than in other theories.
Some uses cannot in fact be made at all. On the other
hand, mathematical uses are quite appropriate in gen-
erally covariant theories and have a value which has
not as yet been fully appreciated.

terms of the gravitational 6eld, in showing a connection
between gauges and constraints, and in the Schwinger
formalism for quantum mechanics.

II. BASIC CONCEPTS

Nature of the Theories to be Discussed

Outline of Subsequent Sections

The remainder is devoted to showing the relation
between the various conservation laws in generally co-
variant theories and to examining the usefulness of
these laws. Sections II through VI are concerned with
various concepts and theorems relating to conservation
laws. Section II reviews some of the basic facts about
the kinds of theories under discussion. It introduces
much of the notation and describes some particular
theories that are used as examples. The Lagrange for-
malism is brieRy reviewed.

Section III introduces and describes the notion of
a local conservation law, pointing out the contrasts
between strong and weak laws. Covariant properties of
conservation laws are discussed. Section IV discusses the
idea of symmetry operations of a Lagrangian, reviewing
those important infinitesimal symmetry operations, the
infinitesimal coordinate and similarity transformations.

Section V ties together the two preceding sections by
showing how conservation laws may be derived from a
knowledge of the infinitesimal symmetry operations of
the Lagrangian. Examples of this procedure are given.
The converse problem of whether all conservation laws
follow from symmetries of the Lagrangian is discussed
in greater detail than has been done previously. The
section concludes with the description of a second
method of obtaining conservation laws which proves of
value in Sec. VIII.

Section VI proves Noether's theorem (44), which
states that all the conservation laws characteristic of
generally covariant theories are strong laws. It explicitly
displays the superpotentials in greater generality than
has been done before.

Section VII draws upon the results of Secs. II
through VI and uses them to establish the conclusions.
It casts light upon the connection between the various
conservation laws in generally covariant theories, and
shows the limitations upon the usefulness of the values
of conserved quantities. Specifically, it shows the limita-
tions upon the use of these values as first integrals of
the equations of motion and as definitions of experi-
mental quantities. The most suitable use of these values
is found to be as indicators of the Schwarzschild mass,
a use possible only in certain limited cases. The con-
servation laws suitable for this use are explicitly in-
dicated. It then considers mathematical uses of con-
servation laws. Their uses in relation to the Hamiltonian
and the problem of motion are mentioned brieRy. Then
in Sec. VIII three new mathematical uses of conserva-
tion laws are described —their use in finding the source

The methods used here are sufficiently general to be
applicable to any physical theory likely to be en-
countered at the present time. But, in order to make
things definite, it is now stated just what sort of a
theory will be considered. First, the theory employs a
d-dimensional, locally Euclidean, topological space,
called physical space. This is just the sort of space that
is most familiar; Euclidean, Minkowskian, in fact any
Riemannian spaces are common examples. The points
in this space are labeled by a set of real coordinates
x&, p= 1, . - ., d which vary continuously from point to
point. Certain theorems of topology show, in general,
that one nonsingular coordinate system does not suSce
for an entire space; instead, several coordinate "patches"
have to be employed. For example, a space having the
topology of the surface of a sphere or of a Euclidean
space with "handles" (or "worm-holes" ) requires at
least two such patches. However, in the important case
of a space having the topology of Euclidean space, one
coordinate system is sufFicient.

Second, the theory employs a set of quantities, the
geld variables x" which are defined at every point of
physical space. %hen necessary for clarity, dependence
of the x" on the coordinates is explicitly shown: x"(x").
Although much of what is said is more widely applicable,
the discussion is limited specifically to classical (non-
quantum) theories for which the values which the
z"(x") may assume are real or complex numbers.

Finally, the theory distinguishes certain of the field
variables as being the fundamental geld variables C",
3=1, , Ii, and employs a certain specified function
of these fundamental variables and their derivatives
(with respect to the coordinate labels), the Lagramgian

L—=L(x&)=—LLC ~(x") x")

to obtain in a familiar manner' (which is reviewed
brieRy below) equations of motion, which are differential
equations relating the C". In general, no assumptions
are made regarding the orders of the derivatives appear-
ing in either the Lagrangian or the equations of motion.

Riemannian Space

In order to illustrate many of the remarks made in
this paper, certain particular theories are chosen as ex-
amples. All these theories employ a four-dimensional
Riemanian physical space with metric signature
(1,1,1, —1). The next few paragraphs review some
pertinent facts about Riemanian spaces, ' introducing

4 See, for example, Goldstein (33), especially Chap. II.
~ There are many references on the subject of Riemannian

geometry. See, for example, Synge and Schild (55).
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the notations used. The role of spinors is given emphasis
so as to make it clear which of the several spinor for-
malisms in general use today is used here. ' The dis-
cussion stresses the similarity between the treatment of
the derivatives of tensors and the derivatives of spinors.

Every object in a Riemannian space with spinors has
both a tensor character and a spin character. The tensor
character of an object determines its transformation
properties under coordinate transformations; its spin
character determines its behavior under similarity
transformations. As regards spin character, most im-

portant are nonspinors, which are unchanged by simi-
larity transformation; ordinary column spinors ij,
which under similarity transformation by a matrix S
go to SP; ordinary row spinors P, which go to PS ';
ordinary matrices 3f, which go to SMS '; and spin
densities p of weight W', which go to (detS)~'g.

The basic geometric objects are the (nonspinor)
metric tensor g„„and the (ordinary matrix) metric
vector (the Dirac matrices) y„, which are related by the
anticommutation relation,

(2.1)

where I is the unit matrix. Indices are lowered and
raised in the usual fashion by g„„and its contravariant
form g&". The determinant of g„„ is called g. The sum-
mation convention for repeated indices is used.

Since the partial derivative [symbolized with a sub-
script comma (,)J of a nonspinor tensor with respect to
a coordinate label does not, in general, transform like a
tensor, a covariant derivative [symbolized with a sub-
script semicolon (;)7, which so transforms, is defined
thus:

For a scalar density of weight 8",

M(, =M, „—[r„,M].

For a spin density of weight 8"',
(2.5c)

y~„=y,.„—W'(Trr„)y. (2.5d)

The second of these relations follows from the 6rst, and
the third from the first two, in consequence of the re-
quirements that total diGerentiation is linear and dis-
tributive when applied to a sum of products and that
the total derivative of a nonspinor equals its covariant
derivative. The object F„ is the a%ne spinor connection
(spin-Christoffel symbol) and satisfies

v„„=q„,„—[r„,v„j=o. (2.6)

It is assumed here, in order to simplify the discussion,
that an irreducible representation of the y„ is being
employed. Then (2.6) determines I'„entirely, except
that an arbitrary multiple of the unit matrix may be
added to it. The explicit expression for F„ is now given
without proof. '

First, it is necessary to define an operator g which
acts on matrices:

Since the covariant derivative of an ordinary spinor
does not, in general, transform like an ordinary spinor,
a total derivative [symbolized with a subscript stroke

(~ )], which does so transform, is defined thus:

For an ordinary column spinor (of arbitrary tensor
character),

4 i~=k.—rA'. (2.5a)

For an ordinary row spinor,

(2.5b)

For an ordinary matrix,

D,.„=D,„—5'DF „),~. (2.2a) gM—=—,'(dM —q„Mq~), (2.78)

For a covariant vector,

V,, „=V, ,„—V),F,„".

For a contravariant vector,

(2.2b)

where d (as usual) is the dimension of the Riemannian
space. It can be shown that, for all matrices M,

(2.7b)

v,.„=v,„+vir,„. (2.2c)

For a general tensor density, the appropriate formula
can be obtained by use of these formulas, and of the
fact that covariant diGerentiation is linear and dis-
tributive when applied to a sum of products. The
object r.„"is the aKne connection (Christoffel symbol)
and is determined by the requirements that it be sym-
metric in vp and that

(1/$) ($M) =M (TrM/TrI) I. —

One may now write the expression for F„:
(2.7c)

By employing this fact, one may 6nd a unique poly-
nomial of degree (d—1) in the operator P (symbolized
as 1/$) such that

gI v;X:—
gPv, t

—
gI «I vX" gvg~PX"=0

This implies that

(2.3)

(2.4)

The vector A„may be identi6ed as the vector potential
of the electromagnetic field (which thus enters the
theory in a natural way) and e as the charge of the field
characterized by the spinors P and g.

Some other important geometrical quantities are:

6 This treatment is given by Bargmann (4). ' Proofs are given by Fletcher (28).
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the Riemann curvature tensor,

8"g„„=P),.",„—Fi„",.+I',„"I'g,'—P „'I'i„', (2.9a)

the Ricci tensor, '

(2.9b)

the scalar curvature,

R=g "E

the electromagnetic field tensor,

F„„=A,,„—A„,,

Typical Theories

(2.9c)

(2.9d)

The fundamental field variable is @. The quantity p, is
a constant, the mass of the field. In the theories men-
tioned in this paragraph, g„, and y„are given fixed
quantities.

The second general kind of theory to be used as an
example is a generally covariant theory with the
Lagrangian

The term L~ is the Lagrangian of matter. It may as-
sume different forms depending upon the exact theory
under consideration. It may, for example, be equal to
zero; one then has the pure gravitational (or Einstein)
field. It may equal Lz, one then has the Rainich field.

The convention as to the sign of R„„has been chosen so that
the curvature R of a d-sphere is positive. This is the convention
employed by Landau and Lifschitz (39) and Misner and Wheeler
(41). It de'ers from that employed by Bergmann (9), Einstein
(24), Synge and Schild (55), and Mgller (42). Misner and Wheeler,
and Mgller, incidentally, choose the sign of R"z„, to be opposite to
that given here.

The first general kind of theory to be used as an
example is a Lorentz-covariant theory (Riemannian
space is flat) in which no higher than 6rst derivatives of
the fundamental variables appear in the Lagrangian.
Such a theory is called an ordinary Lorentz theory.
Specific examples are:

(1) The electromagnetic (or Maxwell) field. The
Lagrangian is

(2.10a)

The fundamental field variables are the covariant com-
ponents of the vector potential A„.

(2) The lepton (or Dirac) field. The Lagrangian is

LD ( g) l(- ', Py—Q——(„+ -P(„pQ tn~). (—2.10b)

The fundamental variables are the components of |t
and f. The quantity m is a constant, the mass of the
field. If L~ is used alone, the vector potential must be
viewed as a given, fixed quantity. On the other hand,
L& and Lz may be added to give the Lagrangian of an
interacting Maxwell-Dirac field.

(3) The neutral scalar meson (or Klein-Gordon)
6eld. The Lagrangian is

In fact it may be any one, the sum of any two, or the
sum of all three of Lz, L&, and Lz, as well as many
other possibilities. The fundamental variables are the
fundamental variables appropriate to the Lagrangians
making up L~ plus the components of the contra-
variant metric. In addition, if a Lagrangian involving
spinors (such as Ln) appears in Lw, suitable independ-
ent variables describing the Dirac matrices must be
included among the fundamental field variables; the
components of the Dirac matrices may themselves be
so used, provided suitable precautions are made for
taking into account the fact that they are not all in-
dependent of one another nor of the metric tensor.

These Lagrangians have all been expressed in a sys-
tem of units so selected that the numerical values of the
velocity of light (c), Planck's constant divided by 27r (h),
and 1&r times Newton's gravitational constant (16'G)
are all equal to one. This means that the length unit is
1.1455)(10 "cm, the time unit is 3.821)&10 "sec, and
the mass unit is 3.071&&10 ' g.'

Lagrangian Formalism

Let an infinitesimal change or variation in the C"
as functions of the xI' be considered. This variation is
symbolized by b. A way to view this symbol is as fol-
lows: The C~ are imagined to be functions of a pa-
rameter u as well as of the x"; then 8C'~—= (BC"/Bu)dn.
Clearly, the variation of the Lagrangian will be linear
in the variations of the C~ and of the various deriva-
tives of the C ~; hence, by repeated use of the expression
for the derivative of a product, it may be written as'

6L=6" —3fgb4 (2.11)

The condition that —%~BC" vanish for all bC~ deter-
mines the equations of motion. If the 84~ are all inde-
pendent, this implies that all Mg=0. If the 8C~ are
not all independent but have certain algebraic identities
among them (as, for example, is the case for g"" and
y&), the equations of motion are still uniquely deter-
mined arid can be found, for example, with the use of
Lagrange multipliers.

Two facts should be noted regarding (2.11). First,
changing L by adding to it a term of the form L",, does
not change the equations of motion but merely adds a
term bL" to 6". Second, 6" is not determined uniquely
by (2.11) but only up to an arbitrary additive term of
the form 6'"» „.[A pair of square brackets enclosing a
number of indices means that the indicated expression
should be completely skew-symmetrized in the enclosed
indices, i.e., should be replaced by the sum of all ex-
pressions obtained from the indicated one by even
permutation of the indices minus the sum of all ex-

These computations are based on the values of c and k given
by Strominger, Hollander, and Seaborg (54) and on the value of
G given in Handbook of Chemistry and Physics (59).

"The mathematics of Lagrangians with higher than first de-
rivatives of the field variables is discussed in some detail by
Chang (16).
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pressions obtained by odd permutation of the indices all
divided by the number of such expressions (equals the
factorial of the number of indices). Similarly, a pair of
parentheses enclosing a number of indices means that
the indicated expression should be completely sym-
metrized in the enclosed indices, an operation diGering
from skew-symmetrization only. in that the sum of the
odd permutations is added to, rather than subtracted
from, the sum of the even permutations. J

In the case in which L equals Lg (2.10d) with L~
equal to Lz+Ln+L&, the result for 6""is

a, = (—g) 1g "s(r„, —-'s„r,„—-,'s, r„„)
+( g)'F"—"&A. 2( g—)Vv—"~4+2( g)'~Pv—V

( g)'—g""4—,.~4+s( g)V—
&& {7"(1/t)I:». 7"j)6 (212)

while for 3fgbC" it is

Gg@A

=2( g)*'I—2(&—" kg"—~)+(F ~F "—-'g F»'"")
+g"( IAAF i&+—24iivV —~A)
+ (4.A ..—kg..g""4,A.~ 2g"~V)—j~g""

+ (—g)'LF"" i~A V3A--

+( g)~[ ~i.-'+ ~re+( g)»~[.v-i.+ ~)
+k(—g)'LA~VI. +4Am" (1/$)L»" 7 1)4 I.

A~.»V+ '—A~, (v", (1/8-)L&v",v.3)43
+(-g)'L-g""4;"+~'434 (2 13)

It is clear which portions of these expressions are con-
tributed by each portion of J.g,' thus, in e6ect, the 6"
and M~b4~ appropriate to each Lagrangian (2.10) have
been indicated. The equations of motion corresponding
to 5A „, big, g, and 8p are obvious from (2.13). This is
not so for the equations corresponding to bg&" and bp",
since these quantities are not independent"; however,
if J.~ were absent, the equations corresponding to bg&"

wolld be obvious. As noted above, (2.12) is not unique.
For example, one might add (A "8A"—A "iiA"),„ to it.
To do so would certainly render hz into an unfamiliar
form, but it would be a form eo Less valid than the one
given.

The most general form 6" can take is clearly

6"=Ps8ii" c8qo, (2.14)

where the 8s"c are a set of constant quantities and Ps
(called canonical momenta) and q~ (called canonical
coordinates) are functions of C" and their derivatives.
In the special case of an ordinary Lorentz Lagrangian,
one 6nds that q~=C and p 8s"c=(8L/84o, „), but
these relations do not hold in general. The p", q", and

"The only terms in (2.12) and (2.13) which require more than
trivial effort to obtain are those involving Bg&" and By". In regard
to the-terms involving Bg&", a simpli6ed derivation is given by
Landau and Lifschitz (39, p. 297). For the derivation of the terms
involving by", a useful relation is

ar„=re&A„S+&((i/() t aP„P ))I„+-',(P,Pg)Sr„„&.

"This problem is discussed in Sec. VIII.

&—X ~acX

then it follows that

5H =bxs [28&a"c]xc,.+Ms]

(2.16)

(2.17)

This last expression shows that B is a function of the
x" only and not their derivatives. By applying the con-
dition M&5X =0, one obtains Hamilton's equations of
motion which are satisfied if and only if the Lagrange
equations are satisfied. In particular, if all the bC ~ were
independent, Hamilton's equations are

Xs=—28[s "c]X,, BH/BXs= 0.— (2.18)

Hamilton's equations may be derived as the Lagrange
equations corresponding to

*L=x'8s"cx'.—H(x") (2 19)

with the x~ as fundamental field variables. By adding
the term —(x 8&s"cix ) „ to *L, a new Lagrangian is
produced which yields the same equations of motion
but for which 8~"g= C~~"~~, such a Lagrangian is called
a Schwinger (51, 52) Lagrangian. It has thus been
shown that any set of equations of motion derived from
a Lagrangian can be derived from a 8chwinger
Lagrangian.

The Hamiltonian variables y" appropriate to the
Lorentz covariant Lagrangians Lg, JD, and
(2.10a, b, c) are, respectively, F""and A„, it and it, and

and P"= —g""P,„. The associated Schwinger La-
grangians are, respectively,

Ls iFpvA ~A Fpv +~~F Fp., (2.20a)

*LD —-', ijy "f~,+ ', g~——„y"P—ming, -(2.20b)

*Lx=2p"4,. 2p",A+kp"p, —-~'4'2(2 20c)—

Note that *L~ is identical with J-D. These have not been
written in a form suitable for immediate generalization
to generally covariant theories since the Schwinger
Lagrangian corresponding to J & is given here only for
J~=O. The reader may consider for himself other
cases; when L~ includes spinors, the situation becomes
quite complex. For the Einstein Lagrangian the Hamil-
tonian variables are"

Gyp ( g)$gpv Q x r x 1g 'kr c 1g xr g

"The choice of Q„P instead of F„P is found to be more conveni-
ent in the sequel (Sec. VIII). It is less convenient from the point
of view of familiarity.

C~ are all special instances of the field variables x".
Hence, a list of x", 3=1, ., *P, may be prepared,
which includes all p~, all q", and independent algebraic
functions of all the C". Equation (2.11) may now be
rewritten as

8L= (x~8s "cbxc),, M~—bx", (2.15)

where appropriate elements in the now enlarged matrix
Sg"g vanish as do appropriate linear combinations of
the Mg. If one now de6nes the psegdo Hami-ltoeiun as
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III. LOCAL CONSERVATION LAWS

Differential Form

A /Ocul conservation law is an expression of the form,

Sv 0$ (3.1)

where 5", like the Lagrangian, is a function of the C~

and their derivatives at the point to which 5' refers.
In order that both 5" and Eq. (3.1) be generally co-
variant quantities (which is not, however, always re-
quired even in generally covariant theories), 5" must
be a totally skew-symmetric contravariant tensor
density of weight one with v as one of its tensor indices.
It is a simple matter to construct an unlimited number
of quantities 5" satisfying (3.1).One merely has to pick
any function of the C~ and their derivatives of the form
5I:"»; then the choice

5v —5f p3 (3.2)

will always satisfy (3.1). The quantities 5&"&' are called
superpotentials. If 5" can be written in the form (3.2),
then (3.1) is called a strong conseriiation lara; otherwise,
it is called a weak consermtion lax." If 5" is a totally
skew-symmetric contravariant tensor density of weight
one, then 5'"f'3 can be taken to be a totally skew-sym-
metric contravariant tensor density of weight one and
rank one higher than 5".

It might be supposed at first glance that all local
conservation laws are strong; this would seem to be a
reasonable generalization of the statement that a vector
of VRnlshlng dlvcrgcncc can always bc wllttcn locally
as the curl of some other vector. This supposition is,
however, erroneous. All 5" satisfying (3.1) can be
written as the divergence of a skew-symmetric quantity,
but this quantity is not necessarily a function of the C ~

Rnd their derivatives at the point of definition of 5";
it may involve primitive integrals over the 4~.

f Pote added in proof. —It is perhaps well to point out that some
writers (e.g., Lichnerowicz, Bel) call an expression of the form
5"-,„a conservation law. While such expressions are useful, they
do not possess a global form, and in any event are not under
discussion here.

'4The terms "strong" and "weak" were originated by Berg-
mann (10). Their use here differs slightly from that of Bergmann,
however. Here a law is called strong if it can be written in the form
(3.2) when the equations of motion are satisfied, while Bergmann
seems to distinguish betvreen strong and weak forms of writing
the laws here called strong lavrs, the strong form alvrays holding,
the weak form holding only when the equations of motion are
satisfied. This seems an unnecessary distinction to the present
author, since a strong law may always be made artificially weak
in Bergmann's sense by adding to 8" a function which vanishes
when the equations of motion are satisfied. Examples of strong
and vreak laws aie given in Sec. V.

Yhc Schwingcr LRgrallglRn ls

+I g gill@ )I
) Lop,

V ~Q 7 gpVN KQ X

+-'ll~"8 &"8.". (2.20d)

There is no need to write out the 6' nor the equations
of motion corresponding to these Lagrangians here,
since they can be obtained by inspection.

There are two views of physical space which one may
take when app1ying the equations of motion. First,
there is what might be called the "broadside" view. The
entire physical space, populated with the field vari-
ables, is examined point by point to see whether the
field variables satisfy the equations of motion. The
pleasant feature of this viewpoint is that it does not
destroy any symmetries which may exist among the
roles of the different coordinates. However, it is a view
of hmitcd practical value. One is not often in the posi-
tion of being able to look at an entire physical space and
"check up" on it point by point to see whether the
equations of motion are satis6ed. Rather, one usually
takes the second or "edge-on" view. A family of (d—1)-
dimensional surfaces is selected as constituting a dis-

tinguished set of surfaces, the initiaP5 surfaces. Each
initial surface divides space into two parts, a past and a
future One obs.erves the values of the field variables on
a particular initial surface and then, by assuming the
equations of motion to be satis6ed, predicts the values
of the field variables in the future (and also infers their
values in the past).

Let there be dehned now

S(o))=— 5"do „, (3 3)

S(co) =8(p) = S~"»da—,„, (3 4)

where P is the (d—2)-dimensional boundary of cv with

differential extension do.„„.
In the usual interpretation of the local conservation

laws, (3.1) is integrated over a d-volume bounded by a
(ai—1)-surface ~ which consists of three parts —parts of
two initial surfaces oui and ~p, and R cylinder-shaped
surface ~r, which joins cur and coi along (d —2)-surfaces

Pr and Pp. From Gauss' theorem it follows that

5(cur) —5((or) = —5((or,), (3.5)

"The objects here called "initial surfaces" also include the
objects more conventionally called "Gnal surfaces. "

"See Synge and Schild (55, p. 276).
'7 These quantities are discussed in Sec. V.

where ai is a (in general, bounded) (a—1)-dimensional
surface in physical space with differential extension do,
In order that the ualle of 5(a&) be u generally covariant

concept, 5"must be a contravariant vector densify of weight

one, and 5(&v) musd therefore necessarily bg a scalar."Of
the familiar examples of quantities 5(co), namely, energy,
momentum, angular momentum, and charge, '7 only
charge is a scalar. Hence, as mentioned in the intro-
duction, energy and momentum in generally covariant
theories are doomed to be quantities which are not
generally covariant. If S" is of the form (3.2), it follows

from Gauss' theorem that
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where the sign conventions should be clear. Gauss'
theorem can be applied, and therefore (3.5) is true only
if S" is a contravariant vector density of weight one or
if only one coordinate patch is employed throughout
the region enclosed by o) (or if some suitable combina-
tion of these two conditions is realized). Similar re-
marks apply to (3.4). The quantities S(&or) and S(o)r)
are interpreted as the amount of a quantity S (e.g. ,
energy, momentum, angular momentum, charge) con-
tained in &or and o)r and S(o)»,) as the amount which
escapes through the surface co», . If (3.4) can be applied,
(3.5) becomes quite trivial.

Many important uses of (3.5) occur when co» and cur

constitute entire initial surfaces. When this is so, three
cases may be distinguished.

Case 1.—The surfaces o)r and o)r are closed. (Pr, P»,
and ~y. do not exist. ) Then (3.5) shows that S(co»)
=S(o)r); i.e., S is conserved. This is the global conservation

la7») derived from the local conservation law (3.1). If,
in addition, the conservation law is strong [and hence

(3.4) applies], then S is not only conserved, it vanishes

as well.

Case Z.—The surfaces co~ and cog are infinite in extent
but coincide as infinity is approached. (Pr and Pr are
identical; cog does not exist. ) In this case S is also con-

served. However, in this case, when the conservation
law is strong, S does not necessarily vanish.

Case 3.—The surfaces coy and cop are infinite in extent
and distinct at in6nity. In this case S is conserved if
and only if S(co&) vanishes as or& recedes to infinity;
otherwise, S(co&) represents an escape of S "to infinity. "
If the conservation law is strong in this case, then
whether or not S is conserved can be determined solely

by studying the behavior of S&"&' in the infinite reaches
of coy and ~p. It is also possible that a combination of
the conditions of two or all three of the above cases

may occur, but such a situation leads to no essentially
new considerations.

It is often convenient to consider the initial surfaces

to be surfaces for which one coordinate is constant.
(This excludes case 2.) This coordinate (which labels
initial surfaces) is then called x', the time; the remaining
coordinates (which label the points in these surfaces)
will be indicated by a Latin index, e.g. , x . Repeated
Latin indices are summed over all values except o.
With this notation, it is easy to express a limiting case
of (3.5) as

f
(d/dx')S(o)) = (d/dx') S'do, = — S"do, , (3.6)

where the negative of the right-hand side is called the
flux of S through P. If the conservation law is strong
[and hence S" is given by (3.2)j, this expression

becomes

(d/dx )S'( ) t=»/ch )g'Si 'd

S[~0& do
P

which is rather trivial.
When S" is not a contravariant vector density of

weight one (as it is not for the energy, momentum, and
angular momentum laws), application of the foregoing
results is usually limited to spaces of Euclidean topology,
for which only one coordinate patch is necessary.
Mgller (43) has observed, however, that since in usual
applications there is no need to "patch" the time co-
ordinate, these results may be applied to the energy
law (no matter what the topology of the initial sur-
faces) provided that the corresponding S" is selected
so as to behave like a contravariant vector density of
weight one under coordinate transformations of the
coordinates within the initial surfaces (a behavior not
compatible with the characteristics of momentum and
angular momentum). He has explicitly displayed such
an Sv 18

IV. SYMMETRY OPERATIONS

De6nition

Let it be supposed that a set of E functions C~'(x)')
=C"'[Co(x)')j of the field variables is found such that
the following relation holds for a suitable choice of the
function E" and of the x"' as functions of the x&:

2'[C"(x"')jdQ'—=L[C'"'(x"')fdQ'

=L[e"(x&)jdQ+EC"[4"(x~)j „dQ (4.1)

where dQ and d0' are the differential extensions of
physical space in the coordinate systems of x& and x"',
respectively. The 4"' are then said to be related to the
4" by a symmetry operation

For example, for the Lorentz-covariant Lagrangian
of the electromagnetic field (2.10a), there are the follow-
ing symmetry operations: space and time inversions,
(inhomogeneous) restricted Lorentz transformations,
and electromagnetic gauge transformations. Among
these, an immediate distinction can be made: Space
and time inversions are discrete operations; the others
are coetiemoms. In consequence of the existence of dis-
crete symmetry operations, one may deduce certain
facts often called conservation laws. Space inversions,
for example, lead to the conservation of parity. These
conservation laws, however, are, on the classical level,
qualitatively different from the conservation laws (even
the global ones) described in the last section, for one
cannot assign to every field con6guration, for example, a
parity value in the way one can always assign an energy
value. Discrete symmetry operations do not pertain to
the subject of this paper.

What do pertain are the inf»nAesirnal symmetry opera
tioes corresponding to the continuous symmetry opera-

"Sec Sec. VI.
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tions, i.e., infinitesimal changes 6C in the functional
dependence of the C ~ on the x& such that

bL=L[C'~+bC'~j L[C'~j=E" (4 2)

where here E" is an infinitesimal quantity. Note that
E"is not uniquely determined by this equation butmay
have any term of the form E&"I"',„added to it. If L is
replaced by an L di6ering from it by a term L",„then
8L" is added to X"

Examples
The infinitesimal symmetry operations of most gen-

eral interest are undoubtedly the infinitesimal coordi-
nate transformations. For reference, some formulas re-
lating to such transformations are now given. Under
an infinitesimal coordinate transformation, a point
formerly labeled as z& is relabeled as x"+P, where P
is an infinitesimal vector. Let a scalar function C be
considered; under transformation it becomes a new
scalar function C' such that

g =ZP,

bg= —gZ,

bM=[Z, Mj,
by= W'(TrZ)y.

(4.5a)

(4.5b)

(4.5c)

(4.5d)

Also of interest is the behavior of the spin-ChristoGel
symbol. In this instance its variation, unlike itself, is
an ordinary matrix, namely,

form a&+a„&z", where a' and a„' are coordinate inde-
pendent and a» (the index being lowered with the
Lorentz metric) is skew-symmetric in pp.

Another important group of infinitesimal symmetry
operations is the infinitesimal similarity transforma-
tions of spinors, i.e., similarity transformations by a
matrix I+Z, where Z is an infinitesimal ordinary ma-
trix. Under such transformations, ordinary column
spinors, row spinors, matrices, and spin-densities of
weight S" transform as

C'(z~+P) =C (z~). (4.3) bI'u ——[Z,Fy j+Z g
——Z II . (4.5e)

bD= —D, ,]~ WDg~,„—(4.4b)

since —$', , is the infinitesimal part of the Jacobian.
For a contravariant and covariant vector, it follows,
respectively, that

Vl $n+ VnP (4.4c)

bV„= —V„,,$~—U,P,„. (4.4d)

The following may be verified directly: In Kqs. (4.4a,
b, c, d) the partial derivatives may be replaced through-
out by covariant derivatives. From (4.4b, c, d) it is
clear what expression obtains for the variation of a
tensor of arbitrary rank and density. In Riemannian
space there is one important geometrical object which
is not a tensor, namely, the Christoffel symbol. The
variation of a Christoffel symbol, unlike the symbol
itself, is a tensor" as the following shows for the case
of an infinitesimal coordinate transformation:

In a generally covariant theory, infinitesimal coordinate
transformations are symmetry operations for arbitrary
(coordinate dependent) choices of g&; in a Lorentz-
covariant theory, however, P must be limited to the

"See Landau and Lifschitz (39, p. 297).

By expanding the left side in a Taylor series, it follows
that

bC =—C' —C = —C,,(~. (4.4a)

For objects other than scalars, there are terms in the
expression for their variation in addition to the term
that appears for scalars. These terms arise from their
differing covariant transformation properties. For a
scalar density of weight 8", one finds that

Electromagnetic gauge transformations are included
among the similarity transformations as a special case,
in fact,"

bA„= ( i/e T—rI)(TrZ) „—=A „. (4.5f)

P=ap+a nz~

then it necessarily follows that

Z=zia(„)y&y +ieAI,

(4.6a)

(4.6b)

where A is an arbitrary scalar function. Infinitesimal co-
ordinate and similarity transformations are the only
particular examples of infinitesimal symmetry opera-
tions considered in this paper.

A common situation, which arises for all the par-
ticular examples considered here, is that the Lagrangian
is unchanged by any of the symmetry operations it
possesses, except that under coordinate transformations
it behaves like a scalar density of weight one. (This
means that the action integral j'LdQ is invariant under
all symmetry operations irrespective of the boundary
conditions on the integral. ) Reference to (4.4b) shows
that this implies

X"= —L$". (4.7)

'0Careful consideration shows that the case e=0 causes no
difBculty.

~' See Jauch and Rohrlich (35, p. 52).

The scalar A is defined for convenience in writing some
expressions in the sequel; it is the usual parameter for
describing electromagnetic gauge transformations. In a
generally covariant theory, infinitesimal similarity
transformations are symmetry operations for arbitrary
(coordinate dependent) choices of Z; in a Lorentz-
covariant theory, however, it is necessary that co-
ordinate transformations and similarity transforma-
tions be performed together in such a way that the form
of the matrices y& is preserved. "Thus, if
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V. GENERATION OF LOCAL CONSERVATION LAWS

This section describes two methods by which local
conservation laws may be discovered. The first is based
upon the considerations of Sec. IV and is therefore
called the symmetry method. This method has been
known for some time" and is described here for pur-
poses of review and of emphasizing points important
in the sequel.

The symmetry method depends upon Eqs. (2.11)
and (4.2). The following two steps are taken:

(1) The variation appearing in (2.11) is selected to
be an infinitesimal symmetry operation; hence, bL may
be rewritten by the use of (4.2).

(2) The quantity —M&54" in (2.1l) is assumed to
vanish. The only situation of interest in this paper in
which this is so is when the equations of motion are
satisfied and the 84~ are well behaved.

It follows that (2.11) becomes a local conservation
law of the form (3.1) with

S"= (1/e) (d "—E'") (5.1)

where ~ is a constant infinitesimal quantity of the
order of bC~. In other words, corresponding to every
inanitesimal symmetry operation (for which the 8C"
are well behaved), there is a quantity S" which is
locally conserved when the equations of motion are
satisfied. It should be noted, however, that the S" of
(5.1) is not unique. It is undetermined to within a con-
stant factor due to the lack of precise definition of e,
this indeterminacy corresponds to the fact that the
units in which the conserved quantity S is to be meas-
ured have not been specified. More signihcant, however,
is that S" is only determined up to an additive term of
the form St"» „, since 6" and E" are similarly undeter-
mined. On the other hand, changing L to a form which
yields the same equations of motion by adding to it a
term of the form L",, has no e8ect on S", since the re-
sulting change in 6" is exactly compensated by the
change in E".

The various infinitesimal symmetry operations pos-
sessed by a Lagrangian are characterized by certain
parameters ep". It is therefore convenient to express
the dependence of S" on these parameters as

Sv Q SPjr) v v ~ pA (5.2)
N=O

where there are S indices 7" and S(X)"~'"
=S(X)"z' "'. In practice, only the first few terms of
the sum over X are nonvanishing. For infinitesimal co-
ordinate transformations, the ep" are the $', for in-
finitesimal similarity transformations, they are the
components of Z. For these two cases, (5.2) is written

S"=(1/ ) Q (S(N)",'"P,...
NW

+Tr[S(E)"x'"2„...)}, (5.3a)

where S($)"x'" is a matrix.

2'The originator of this method is unknown to the present
author. It is discussed, for example, by Pauli (46).

The Lagrangians (2.10) are now considered. The
only infinitesimal symmetry operations they possess are
in6nitesimal coordinate and similarity transformations
(of which the in6nitesimal electromagnetic gauge trans-
formations are a special case). The conservation laws
which can be thereby found are now displayed. Actually,
all the nonvanishing S(E)",'" and S(E)"s'" corre-
sponding to the Lagrangian of general relativity, L&
(2.10d), with L~=Lz+L&+Lx are displayed; the
terms appropriate to the separate Lagrangians (2.10)
will then be clear. Equation (2.12) is used to determine
6'. The Lagrangians considered all behave as scalar
densities of weight one under the transformations con-
sidered; hence, E"is det'ermined by (4.7). The expres-
sions resulting from infinitesimal coordinate trans-
formations are

S(0),= ( g) V&VI—/(T—rs);

S(1)"'=( ~%) (—g)'F —"~/(TrI)

(5.3e)

(5.3f)

Although it may not appear so at first glance, in a
Lorentz-covariant theory, where the similarity trans-
formations are tied to the coordinate transformations,
these formulas still apply, as direct computation. will
show.

In a Lorentz-covariant theory there are, in general,
ten conservation laws (corresponding to the ten pa-
rameters a, and a~„~) which arise from infinitesimal
coordinate transformations, namely,

S(0)"~,„=0, (5.4a)

[(S(1)""—S(1)"&)+ (S(0)"&x'—S(0)"'x&)j,.=0, (5.4b)

which are known, respectively, as the energy-momen-
tum conservation law and the angular momentum
conservation law." The angular momentum consists
of two terms which are known, respectively, as the
"spin" and the "orbital" parts. '4 As has been remarked,
however, the quantity S" is only determined up to an
additive term of the form St"»,„.If a given choice for

"There are clearly six angular momentum laws, while one is
accustomed to only three. The other three actually are related to
conservation of the position of the center of mass; see Lanczos
(38).~ These terms are used by Papapetrou {45).

S(0)v J &g v+ ( g)$( gXgp„v +give„p pgvg

2P, ~vV—+5479,.+g""4,A ..
—s4(v", (1/$)h. .p»"3N) ' (5 3b)

S(1)v v ( g)vv(giyiv„ag v 2gpvp v+gvvp p pvvg

——'64(v",b.,v'jN); (5 3c)

S(2)""=(—g)'( —g"~ "+lg"'~.'+lg"'~ ') (5 3d)

In the case of the infinitesimal similarity transforma-
tions a curious cancellation of terms occurs such that
the only quantity of importance is TrZ; i.e., only elec-
tromagnetic gauge transformations are of any conse-
quence. The quantities of interest are
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5" is made and then the following term added to it,

S[ uj = (1/q)L(S(1)fu 1+S(1) Iv 1

+S(1)'"~,)K., (54)
the new S{0)"'is symmetric in the indices I p and the
"spin" part of the angular momentum vanishes; these
requirements are often made in order that the words
"energy-momentum" and "angular momentum" refer
to unique conservation laws. ' A Lorentz-covariant
theory may also possess the conservation laws arising
from the electromagnetic gauge. These are in6nite in
number due to the complete arbitrariness of TrZ. The
one corresponding to TrZ a constant is the familiar
law of conservation of charge.

The laws (5.4a, b) are, in general, weak as is now

shown in a particular case. Consider a theory for which
S{0)"is positive definite and where x' is the usual time
coordinate of Lorentz-covariant theories. The electro-
magnetic 6eld is such a theory, as is the neutral scalar
meson; this may be easily verified. If (5.4a) were a
s'tl'oilg lRW, tlic 111tcgl'Rl of S(0) ovci' R tiIIlc-coils'tRIlt

surface could be rewritten by use of (3.4) as an integral
over the boundaries of that surface. Hence, if the field
variables vanished everywhere outside a certain region;
S(0)"would have to vanish everywhere. It is a simple
matter to construct counter-examples to this conclusion.
Hence, (5.4a) for p =0 is weak, at least for some theories.
On the other hand, the conservation of charge is R

strong law as is shown in Sec. VI.

Symmetry Method in the Converse

It is interesting to consider whether all quantities
locally conserved when the equations of motion are
satisfied can be found by the symmetry method. That
they can in a certain sense is easy to see: Given an 5"
satisfying the conservation equation (3.1) when the
equations of motion are satisfied, let the b4" in (2.11)
be chosen such that MgN ~ equals eS",, These 64~ then
describe an inhnitesimal symmetry operation with E"
=6"—S", an operation which clearly leads to the con-
servation law 5",„=0." But in general, the bC~ so
selected are ill behaved when the equations of motion
are satisfied, and in general this must be the case.2"

There are, however, many special circumstances in
which the M~ that can always be selected to be well

bchRvcd when thc equations of motion Rl c satisfied.
It is now proved that in a certain special circumstance,

"Conservation laws in Lorentz-covariant theories are discussed
in great detail by Rosenfeld (48) and Belinfante (6, 7, 8).

26 This proof has been given by Noether (44). Her assumptions
speci6cally exclude the di%zulties with which the subsequent
proof deals.

27 Consider a Lagrangian in a one-dimensional physical space
(coordinate x'): L=q(p, ,)'+f(p), where the. function f need not
be speci6ed. Since (p, ,) =0 is an equation of motion, it follows
that p, ,=0.Hence 5'= p satis6es the local conservation law (3.1).
The symmetry operation leading to this law is Bp =0, 5q= (~/p, ,).
%hen the equations of motion are satis6ed, Bg is singular. The
source of the difFiculty is, roughly, that the conservation law being
considered equals the square root of an equation of motion instead
of a linear combination of equations of motion.

fulfilled by all the particular examples considered here
(as may be easily verified), the R" can be so selected.

The theorem to be proved is: All conservation laws of
a theory may be found by the symmetry method using
bC~ which are well behaved when the equations of
motion are satished, provided that the following condi-
tion is fulfilled. There exist some linearly independent
hnear combinations Mg' of all the equations of motion
M~ such that

M&'=D" {e") M,—"(e') (5.5a)

(A 11ot sumllMd). Iiy D+ is IIieant R, dcrjvatjvc of @+,
Ii"(& 1) times with respect to a single coordinate ls,bel
x&"). The quantities M~" and the coeScients used in
forming the linear combinations Hag contain deriva-
tives of no 4 with respect to its corresponding x&~) to
an order e~ or higher. The proof follows.

An 5" is given; all that is known of it is its behavior
when the equations of motion are satisfied (namely,
that S",, then vanishes). Therefore, one is free to use
the equations of motion to replace in 5" every occur-
rence of every 4~ which is differentiated at least n~
times with respect to x{~) with Mg" or a suitable de-
rivative thereof. This process may be continued until
no C~ is differentiated more than (e~—1) times with
respect to its corresponding x&~&; the quantities now
remaining in S" are unrestricted (at a point) by the
equations of motion. Now let 5",, be computed for cases
in which the equations of motion are not necessarily
satisfied. Any derivative of any 4" with respect to its
x&~~ of the order n" must necessarily appear linearly in
this expression. These can be rewritten as 3E~'+Mz"
or a suitable derivative thereof. By continuing the
process, 5",„can be rewritten as a linear sum of the
3f~ and their derivatives with coefficients which are
unrestricted by the equations of motion plus an addi-
tional term unrestricted by the equations of motion:

S" = QC(1V)"&"" ~M ' +C
N=O

(5.5b)

Thc C'(&)~"'"'I and C"~ are not necessarily unre-
stricted by the equations of motion. They may depend
on the equations of motion or their derivatives multi-
linearly; this means, however, that they are still
well behaved when the equations of motion are satisded.
Thus, the choice bC~=&C"~ describes a symmetry
operation which leads to the conservation law repre-
sented by the vanishing of the left side of (5.5c). Since
the Mg', ,... Rll vanish when the equations of motion
are satisded, this is what was required.

where there are Ã indices v" .. Since the M~' and 5",,
all vanish when the equations of motion are satished,
C must be identically zero. By use of the expression for
the derivative of a product, (5.5b) may be rewritten as

LS"+Q C'(Ã)""&' "&M~',,...j..=C""3II~. (5.5c)
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Commutator Method

The second method for arriving at local conserva-
tion laws is of relatively recent origin"; it is also based
on (2.11). Let the field variables appearing in that
equation be varied again with respect to a set of pa-
rameters diGerent from those characterizing the varia-
tion 5; this new variation is symbolized by 6. The result
ls

631.= (8a") .—Mg53C" —6Mg3C". (5.6)

The two variations can be performed just as well in
the reverse order. That is, first, an equation like (2.11),
except that 5 replaces 6, can be obtained and then the
variation symbolized by 8 performed. The equation so
obtained can be subtracted from (5.6) to give

S"= (1/c') (5F&"8A„3F—&"6A„6—fy "8P+gy "5$) (5.9a)
= (1/e') ( 3F—""ft,„+seftb[fy "P j), (5.9b)

which is, in a certain sense, the variation of (5.3e, f). As
another example, consider the pure gravitational field.
Once again let 5 be arbitrary, but let 5 be an infinitesimal
coordinate transformation Lrefer to (2.20d) 7:
S"= (1/e') (5g"sing»" —6N»"8g») (5.10a)

= (1/")L(@»",.P+2N~. "P..—Ni 'p +k" ~
—3i"5'.,)3g""+(—g'".,5'—g»5', ,

+2g»P, ,)3$»"j. (5.10b)

A general variation in x depending upon a set of
parameters, may be written

(dQv Q v) rfM&)@A 3M&6$&A (5 7) '4'=e Z x(N)' '"'p', '"
N~

(5.11)

where 6" is the same function of 64" that 6" is of R~.
Now, if the 3Mg and 5M~ all vanish (and the 3C" and
M" are well behaved), then

S"= (1/e') (611"—3Z") (5.8a)

(1/es) (6pBCfevofiqc 3pBOBvc6qo) (5 8b)

= (2/e ) (alt S[ii "ol3lt ), (5.8c)

satisfies the local conservation law (3.1). The vanishing
of bMg and BM~ does not necessarily mean that the
equations of motion are satisfied. It means, rather, that
N" and 64" coriforrw to the equations of motion, i.e.,
that the right-hand side of the equations of motion are
equal to quantities which do not depend on the pa-
rameters characterizing b and 6. Thus, to every pair of
infinitesimal changes which preserve the equations of
motion, there corresponds a conservation law. These
conservation laws are not unique just as the laws (5.1)
were not unique. This second method of obtaining con-
servation laws is called the commltutor method, the
name referring to the crucial step in the derivation.

If one is making use of conservation laws by consider-
ing the values of the conserved quantities, the laws
obtained by the commutator method are superQuous,
since all laws may be obtained by the symmetry method.
The commutator method is not superRuous, however,
if one is making a mathematical use of conservation
laws, for the commutator method and the symmetry
method, in general, write the conservation laws in
diGerent ways, one of which may be more useful than
the other, In Sec. VIII, two uses of the commutator
method are given. The results of the next paragraph are
of interest in that connection.

Let the Lorentz-covariant interacting Maxwell-Dirac
field be considered. The operation 5 is taken to be
arbitrary (except that it conform to the equations of
motion), while the operation 6 is taken to be an in-
finitesimal electromagnetic gauge transformation. Then
one finds (refer to (2.20a, b)]

ss The only reference known to the present author is Heller (34) .

Thus, (5.8c) may be written in the form (5.2) with

S(N) "g'"——(2/e)y(N)~g&'"&@fbi "clbxo. (5.12)

VI. ARBITRARY FUNCTION THEOREM
(NOETHER'S THEOREM)

Proof

An important conclusion may be drawn about the
expression for S" given by Eq. (5.2) in cases in which
the parameters p" are completely arbitrary functions of
the coordinates. The p" that have this property are
called A.~. Thus,

S"=p S(N)v~' 1k" (6.1)
N=G

which is a special case of (5.2), satisfies the local con-
servation law (3.1) for all choices of the h.".It is now
shown that the S" of (6.1) can always be written in the
form (3.2),"i.e., that it describes a strong law. In fact,
the quantity SI"» is explicitly displayed ass

S'""'=E Z C(—1)"(N+1)/(N+M+2) j
NM MM

XLS(N+M+1) "~""""
—S(N+M+1)~ "'"'"j,....A"„... . (6.2)

The convention used throughout this section is that
there are S indices v" . and JIVE indices 0' ~ ~ .

The verification that (6.1) and (6.2) satisfy (3.2) is
straightforward but requires some very careful book-
keeping. As a guide, the essential steps are now repro-
duced. The key to the proof lies in the realization that
(6.1) can satisfy the conservation law (3.1) for all
choices of the A.~ if, and only if, the coeKcient of each
derivative of each h." in (3.1) vanishes separately. This
means that, for all X,

S(N 1)&'g" &+S(N)"g'—",„=0, (6.3)
"This was 6rst proved by Noether {44).
30 For the special case in which S(N) "g~'" vanishes for all N &2,

the explicit formula for S~"&~ has been given by Bergmann and
Schiller (14). See also Anderson (1).



76 JOHN GEORGE FLETCHER

as may be seen by substituting (6.1) into (3.1). This
relation is used in the following proof in the special form,

D/(N+M+ 1)][S(N+M)
+NS(1V+M) &'g &""'+"M'S(N+M) &~g &"'"]"

+S(N+M+1)~&"'.'",„=0. (6.4s)

The proof now begins. By substituting (6.1) and (6.2)
into (3.2), one finds that the relation to be verified is

P S(N) v„r. . .1t~ P P L( 1)~1V/(N+M+1)].
N=O N-I M=O

2 2 L(—1) /(N+M+1)]
N=o MM

XL S(N+M) "&'—'" NS(N+M) ~—'&"'"'"

+(N+1)S(1V+M) & '"'"]. .h.",...=0. (6.4c)

Now, by differentiating (6.4a) with respect to o

multiplying it by (—1)~A",,..., summing over M and

N, and adding the result to (6.4c), one obtains the
following, which can be easily verified:

P (—1)~LS(1V+M) & g" ~"'"

+S(1V+M+1)& "'"'" ] h." =0. (6.4d)

Application to General Relativity

In a generally covariant theory, unlike a Lorentz-
covariant theory, the parameters describing infinitesi-
mal coordinate and similarity transformations are en-

tirely arbitrary functions. Hence, the above theorem is
applicable. Corresponding to the expressions (5.3), one

flilds

St" ~= (1/e)( —g)l(P'" —g"'~

+(P""A.+A Av. L7" v"]N)5' ~""~) (65)

One should not overestimate the signi6cance of this

X/S(N+M) "g" '"—S(N+M) &'g

»".'-—2 2 L(—1)~(N+1)/(N+M+1)]
N=o M=1

X[S(1V+M)"g"" S(N+. M) &~~ &.r ]... . ..

X1t",r . (6...4. b)

It would be convenient to rewrite this in a form in
which both double sums had the same range. Clearly,
there is no problem in extending the range of the first
double sum down to X=O, since the terms for E=O all
vanish. In the second double sum, S(1V+M)'g" &"'"
vanishes by definition when M=O; so to extend the
range of that double sum down to M=O means that

~=oS(1V)"~'"h~,,... would be added to the right
side of the equation. Providentially, this term already
occurs on the left side of the equation with opposite
sign, therefore, the relation to be proved may be
rewritten as

precise expression. The quantity S" of (5.3) was not
unique in the first place. It could have had any term of
the form S&"»,„added to it. By judicious choice of this
undetermined quantity, one could cause S" to vanish
whenever the equations of motion are satisfied. The
important fact is that the conservation laws following
from general covariance are all strong laws.

It is interesting, however, that in the absence of
matter fields (g, P, F"",and A, all vanish) Eq. (6.5) is
the same as one suggested by Komar (37). The method
by which (6.5) was derived tends to substantiate
Komar's statement that his expression is closely con-
nected with the possible infinitesimal coordinate trans-
formations of the theory. The expression of Mttller
(43) is the special instance of Komar's expression in
which P is taken to be normal to the surface for which
one is calculating a global law; this choice automatically
gives the expression the properties mentioned at the
end of Sec. III.

VII. SIGNIFICANCE OF CONSERVATION LAWS IN
GENERALLY COVARIANT THEORIES

Relation Between the Various
Conservation Laws

The last five sections have marshaled an array of
facts about local conservation laws. The present sec-
tion uses these facts to fulfill the aims outlined in the
introduction. The development begins by reviewing
certain of the points already made. First, all conserva-
tion laws may be derived by use of the symmetry
method given in Sec. V; in particular, in the special
examples considered here, the infinitesimal symmetry
operations used in that method are well behaved when
the equations of motion are satisfied. Second, the only
infinitesimal symmetry operations a generally covariant
theory must possess are infinitesimal coordinate trans-
formations and, if spinors appear in the theory, in-
finitesimal similarity transformations, both of which
are symmetry operations described by arbitrary func-
tions. Any other infinitesimal symmetry operations
would be characteristic only of particular theories.
Third, all conservation laws derived in consequence of
symmetries described by arbitrary functions are strong
laws. These three points together show that a/l con-
seroation taws characteristic of generally cooariant theories
are strong laws.

This conclusion illuminates the connection between
the various conservation laws which have been pro-
posed. They all represent diferent choices of the
quantity S'"&' of Eq. (3.2). One could "rediscover"
these laws and arbitrarily many more just by choosing
suitable quantities St:"». The di8erence between these
various laws is no greater than between the unsym-
metrized and symmetrized forms of the energy-mo-
mentum law in Lorentz-covariant theories. The unusual

feature of the situation is that there also is no greater
diGerence than this between any one of these laws and
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the trivial law consequent from the choice S"=0, As a
matter of fact, the choice S"=0 has been seriously
considered. 'i (An interesting interpretation of such a
choice is as follows: The quantity —2R„„+g„„Ris
identi6ed as the stress-energy tensor of the gravita-
tional field. According to the equations of motion, the
sum of this quantity and the well-known stress-energy
tensor of rnatter /see (2.12) and (8.1)] is zero; the
gravitational field carries energy as fast one way as the
matter 6elds carry it the other, so that the energy always
vanishes point by point. ) The importance of the various
derivations used in obtaining the various proposed laws
lies in the fact that they each rewrite the equations of
motion in a diGerent form; each form may reveal dif-
ferent mathematical consequences of the equations of
motion.

The whole range of possible conservation laws in
generally covariant theories is now exposed; they all
result from suitable choices of S'"&~ in (3.2). The only
way to decide which of these laws is important is to
inquire what one wishes to do with the law. This sec-
tion examines possible uses of conservation laws one by
one to see which choices of S'"», if any, are appropriate
for each use. It cannot be pretended that all possible
kinds of uses of conservation laws in generally covariant
theories are considered, since the only limit on the use-
fulness of something is placed by the ingenuity of those
who wish to use it. Only those uses which have been
widely mentioned are examined here.

First Integral

The basic use of conservation laws, for which they
were originally conceived, is to provide 6rst integrals of
the equations of motion. If one can find, as a conse-
quence of the equations of motion, that the time de-
rivative of some function of the field variables vanishes,
then it follows that that function of the held variables
is a constant independent of the time, i.e., that it con-
stitutes a first integral of the equations. This result
represents a step toward solving the equations of
motion, i.e., toward expressing the 6eld variables at
any time as a function of their values at an initial time.
It is now shown that such a use of a strong law can be
made only in special cases and even then only in a
limited sense.

The local conservation law (3.1) does not directly
state that the time derivative of some quantity vanishes.
To obtain such an expression, one must go to the in-
tegral form (3.6), One then has an expression of the
required form if, and only if, it is assumed that
—gsS"do, vanishes in consequence of the boundary
conditions imposed. These boundary conditions may be
specifmd either at the space-like limits of ~ (when it is
an entire initial surface) or at some boundary P isolating
the region covered by ~ from the rest of the universe.
Now suppose that a strong law is being considered, i.e.,

"See Lorentz (40) and Souriau (53).

that (3.7) applies. Then the boundary condition must
be imposed that (d/dx') gsS&'"'do, vanishes. The "first
integral" that one obtains when this condition is im-
posed states that+sS'"'d~, equals a constant. This
so-called first integral is nothing more than a restate-
ment of the boundary conditions; no information has
been gained about the 6eld variables whose changes are
being investigated.

This result is not surprising if one considers a situa-
tion familiar in Lorentz-covariant theories. There one
considers the first integrals obtained from two con-
servation laws differing by a strong law (as do the un-
symmetrized and symmetrized energy laws) as essen-
tially the same, since they diGer only by boundary
values. "Thus, the first integrals obtained from strong
laws are all essentially the same as the trivial first
integral, zero equals a constant.

All uses of conservation laws that are really uses of
the first integrals obtained from them are also ruled
out by this result. First, there is, for example, the
"check-up service" cited in Sec. I:One judges whether
a set of final data is compatible with a set of initial
data by computing the values of the first integrals im-
plied by the two sets of data to see whether they are
equal. In the case in which the "first integrals" used are
obtained from strong laws, all one does when applying
this procedure is to verify that the two sets of data do
in fact ful61 the imposed boundary conditions. Second,
6rst integrals are also important in the ergodic hy-
pothesis. Here, once again, the "6rst integrals" conse-
quent from strong laws are of no value since they do not
limit the regions of phase space accessible to the chang-
ing field variables. It would seem that this fact
would have far-reaching consequences in any eGort to
form a really complete theory of general relativistic
thermodynamics. "

At first glance it might seem that there must be a
"catch" somewhere in the arguments of the last few
paragraphs. They might seem to imply that the well-
known integral expressing the conservation of charge is
of no value. This integral is now examined in an eGort to
explain further the result which has been obtained. For
de6niteness, the theory described by the Lorentz-
covariant Lagrangian In+ I E (2.10a, b) is considered.
The quantity appearing in the law of local charge con-
servation is [refer to (5.3e, f) and (6.5)]

S" «fvV— (7.1a)
pvp (7.1b)

When S" is written in the form (7.1a), the first integral
corresponding to S" looks like a result of some signifi-
cance. However, when the form (7.1b) is used, the
result is patently trivial. It seems that the manner in
which S" is written is crucial. A ready explanation of
this dilemma is that the form (7.1a) is misleading; the

'~ See Landau and Lifschitz (39, p. 82}.
» The treatment by Tolman (56) is not sufficiently complete

for this matter to cause any concern.
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law has merely been written in such a form as to con-
ceal its triviality. This explanation is certainly correct,
but the matter does go somewhat deeper.

First, the Lagrangian J~ alone possesses the law of
conservation of charge in the form (7.1a) irrespective
of the behavior of the electromagnetic field variables.
This law corresponds to the infinitesimal gauge trans-
formations for which A is a constant. These trans-
formations constitute an infinitesimal symmetry prop-
erty of I.D alone even when the vector potential is
regarded as a fixed quantity. Now, since A must be a
constant, Noether's theorem does not apply. In this
case, (7.1a) is not a strong law, and the first integral
obtained from it is not trivial. That is, a first integral
that is trivial in a given complete theory (e.g. , that
described by LF+LD) is not necessarily trivial in a part
of that theory (e.g. , that is described by Ln). To illu-
strate what it means to say that a first integral ceases
to be trivial when one shifts one's attention from a
complete to a partial theory, let the "check-up service"
application be considered. Let it be supposed that the
initial and final sets of data that one is given are sets of
data only about the partial theory; i.e., let it be sup-
posed that the data consists of information only about
f and P and not about A„. Then the conclusions one can
draw from the law of charge conservation (7.1a) are of
true significance; the first integral supplies information
that would normally be supplied by the now unknown
values of A„. Unfortunately, this partial theory Bp-
proach does not seem to have an immediate analogy in
the case of conservation laws consequent upon in-
finitesimal coordinate transformations. It seems that one
must look for conservation laws possessed by L~ (2.10d)
irrespective of the behavior of the metric. Such con-
servation laws would follow from a subset of the in-
finitesimal coordinate transformations which are sym-
metry properties of L~ even when the g„„are regarded
as fixed. That is, one must find an infinitesimal co-
ordinate transformation which leaves g„„unchanged, a
transformation described by a P satisfying

(7 2)

But in general, no vector of this kind (no Killing vector)
exists. '4 The partial theory has no general symmetries,
no conservation laws. However, the analogy to electro-
magnetism just made may not be the only possible one.
There may be other situations when all the quantities
appearing in the equations of motion are not known.
(This often happens in experimental physics. ) Then the
conservation laws may supply information which could
normally be obtained directly from the equations of
motion. This would have to be investigated in particular
cases. Thus, the first integral corresponding to the law
of charge conservation is useful for certain special kinds
of problems. How the first integrals corresponding to

'4This suggests a topic which goes beyond the present in-
vestigation, namely, the problem of what symmetries I.~ possesses
for certain definite solutions for the g„,.

other conservation laws can be used similarly is not
obvious and requires special study in each case.

A second point about the concept of charge is that it
is a physically measurable concept; the presence and
quantity of charge is experimentally detectable on a
local basis. In the case of a locally measurable quantity,
it is of interest that the total amount is expressible as
an integral over a bounding surface. This fact indirectly
gives some importance to the first integral, for the
boundary conditions then supply some information re-
garding measurements made within the boundary.
One is thus led to the discussion of a second possible
use of conservation laws.

Local Physical Significance

A local strong conservation law may supply useful
information if the quantity S" appearing in it has a
local physical significance (of its own, apart from its
definition in terms of the field variables). Any facts
about experimental quantities are likely to be of interest
in some way or other. This raises the question of whether
there are any quantities S"=S&"»,„characteristic of
generally covariant theories which have a local physical
significance (other than charge, which has already been
considered). It is enough to remark that no one has ever
thought of one; further, it seems unlikely that any one
ever will. As noted in Sec. III, the quantity S"must be
a contravariant vector density of weight one if it and
its integral are to be covariant concepts, and it is
difficult to imagine how a noncovariant concept could
be experimentally measurable locally. But the quan-
tities S" which one expects to find as a consequence of
general covariance (energy, momentum, and angular
momentum densities) are not vector densities.

An exception to the conclusions of the last paragraph
may perhaps lie in the suggestions of Pirani (47) that
the conserved quantities of physical significance might
be composed out of objects describing the field and
objects describing the observers. Some of the quantities
so formed could be contravariant vector densities of
weight one. For example, the quantity P in the ex-
pression of Komar (37) or in (6.5)" could characterize
observers in some meaningful way. There are clearly
elements of this approach in the expression of Mfiller
(43) also, since the observers could be taken to define
somehow the surfaces for which the energy is to be
calculated. Further investigation will have to be made
before definite conclusions can be reached as to the
possibilities of this approach.

Schwarzschild Mass

The uses discussed so far are ones that one is likely
to consider in relation to any conservation law. The
use considered now is a rather peculiar and special one
to which a particular law, the energy-momentum law,

"There is also a hint of a similar kind of expression in Lanczos
(38).
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is often put in general relativity )the theory described
by Lg (2.10d)]; namely, it is used as a means of com-
puting the Schwarzschild mass of a system. The ex-
position of this use is given here in more detail than is
usual, so as to put the conclusions to be drawn on a
Arm basis. The procedure outlined is somewhat analo-
gous to that for computing the total charge of a system
by integrating the electric field over a distant surface.

Physical space is assumed to be asymptotically
Lorentzian; this means that one can cover all of space
with a coordinate system such that, in the limit as the
three space-like coordinates approach (plus or minus)
infinity, the metric tensor approaches its Lorentz value,
g„„. Usually the following somewhat more stringent
requirement is made:

g„„=g„„+order(1/r), (7.3)

(7.5)

where a& is a surface of constant x', r) is normal to P,
dQ is a diGerential solid angle, and r is approaching in-
finity. Clearly, it is the terms in S,' ' of order 1/r'
(when averaged over angles) that are important. Now,
since S,(a&) is to be nonvanishing for the Schwarzschild

where r=+(g x"x")&,Latin indices running only over
spacelike coordinates. Attention is directed to space-
like three-surfaces which are asymptotically hyper-
planes, i.e., which become Bat as r approaches inhnity.
A certain quantity S'"» is selected, and the quantity
S(au) )see Eq. (3.4)] computed from it when (0 is
asymptotically a hyperplane is called the energy in m.

Three other quantities S(""' are also selected; the S(ar)
corresponding to them are the three components of
momentum in co. Collectively, these four quantities are
symbolized S,&"», where p=0 corresponds to the energy
and p/0 to the momentum. The energy and momentum
are required to transform as a vector under Lorentz
transformations of the coordinates. A further require-
ment is that for the space described (for large r) by the
Schwarzschild metric,

gaa= —(1 M/32xr)2—/(1+3II/32sr)2, g, =0,

g =i) (1+M/32m. r)',
(7.4)

there exist a set of asymptotically parallel space-like
hyperplanes such that the energy computed for those
hyperplanes is the Schwarzschild mass M and the
momentum is zero. Thus, by applying the energy-
momentum computation to non-Schwarzschild spaces,
one has a way of generalizing the notation of Schwarz-
schild mass.

The problem of finding a suitable S, " will now be
considered. The boundary surfaces P of the surfaces &0

may be taken to be asymptotic spheres (surfaces r
equals a constant):

S [~» —~ [~» (.&)I
y (7.6)

where a,&"»,&""& is a function of g&" and e""i"".Actually,
there are other possibilities if one were willing to allow

S,&"t' to involve terms which are divided by Lorentz-
scalar quantities that vanish as infinity is approached.
These possibilities are rejected because the order to
which the scalar vanishes wouM diGer for diferent
metrics; hence, S, would probably diverge for some
metrics and, even if it did not, would have a very ques-
tionable relation to the Schwarzschild mass. In any
event, all the well-known suggestions for energy ex-
pressions employ an S,'""' of the form (7.6).

Because of the symmetries of the indices of a, t'», (""&

and g&" and e""&", there are only seven distinct kinds of
terms (aside from multiplication by arbitrary powers
of the determinant g) which may comprise a, ("") (""),
namely, b, t"8,»g"~, 8,&"g~ "8 ",8, "g" '"8, ,g, g,pe &"~g"",

g ga p( $ x)
g gpv&(s$ x) and g g ( pa pv( vgx)P g pP( gax) v)v

Computation shows that only one linear combination of
these terms is nonvanishing for the Schwarzschild metric
and is unchanged by coordinate transformations of that
metric which are asymptotic to the identity and pre-
serve the conditions (7.3). For that linear combination,
one has

S [ y) ( g)w)aP (g )Z „q gq 1 „)) g aP „g

g p(gvxp ~v gvvp ~X)+gpXp ~v] (7 7)

where the undetermined constant factor that could
multiply the expression has been chosen so that S,(&a)

is indeed equal to M for the Schwarzschild metric. The
argument given below to show that the energy and
momentum calculated from (7.7) do indeed have the
proper behavior under coordinate transformations in-
dicates the nature of the arguments that show that
(7.7) is the only suitable expression.

The quantities (7.7) correspond to. the infinite
number of mixed-index energy-momentum pseudo-
tensors given by Goldberg (32). The special case W=1
corresponds to the original expression given by Ein-
stein. 3' If the index p is raised, then the special case
TV=2 corresponds to the expression of Landau and
Lifschitz (39).These facts shed further light on the rela-
tion between some of the proposed energy expressions.

~' See Freud (29).

metric, S,&"» must involve at least one term which
does not vanish when the 6elds other than the metric
(i.e., the matter fields) vanish at infinity. Attention is
directed to this term, since a suitable S,&"» can be found
if and only if this term can be suitably chosen. Since

' S,&"» must be a tensor density under Lorentz trans-
formations, this term must be a function of g&", the
various derivatives of g&", and the permutation symbol
e""&",these being the only objects available out of which
to form tensors. Now the only quantities S, " ' that can
be formed out of these objects and which are at in-
finity of order 1/r' or greater for the Schwarzschild
metric are
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The coordinate transformation properties of the
quantity (7.7) are now examined. It behaves as a tensor
density of weight 8' except for certain additional terms
arising from the ChristoGel symbols, namely,

(—g) w~'p "(g&"x".x" .i g—"'x",.x",.i)+g""x", x",vi

y(gyyxX xv' gdxv xv'
&)

-g~"x" x" i] (7.8)

where the derivatives of x ' are with respect to x& and
conversely. These terms acct the value of the energy-
momentum only if they contribute to the integral (7.5);
therefore, interest settles on the case v=0, p=m and
on terms of order 1/r to 1/r'. Now derivatives tangent
to the surface P (i.e., with respect to the coordinates
other than x'or x ) always lower the order of the object
diGerentiated by one order of r. Since the'first deriva-
tives of the new coordinates with respect to the old are,
except for constant terms, of order 1/r or less Lso as to
preserve (7.3)j, the second derivatives in (7.8) which
involve at least one differentiation tangent to p are of
order 1/r' or less. Hence, the terms involving such
derivatives do not contribute to (7.5) as may be seen

by integrating by parts with respect to angles. For, to
order 1/r', those derivatives only multiply the I.orentz
values of g~", which are constants. Hence, the only
terms which can contribute to (7.5) are the terms in-
volving x ',„, x ', , x ', . Direct calculation shows
that such terms do not appear in (7.8) when i =0, p =m.

Hence the S,'"» given by (7.7) may, for the applica-
tion considered here, be considered a tensor. There has
been no need to impose coordinate conditions in order to
establish this fact Lexcept for the condition (7.3),
which is not only a coordinate condition but also a
limitation on the kinds of spaces to which (7.5) will be
appliedj. In fact, coordinate conditions would be of no
help in the present problem. For the only objects avail-
able for imposing coordinate conditions are the same
objects (i.e., the components of the metric) whose
changes are to be limited by the coordinate conditions.
To limit the changes in, say, F„~', the coordinate con-
dition that would be imposed would state that I'„),
itself equaled some given value. Thus, to be effective
the coordinate conditions would have to 6x at pre-
selected values the very objects one wished to use to
indicate the Schwarzschild mass.

Two cases will now be distinguished: the case in
which S,'"'g involves no terms of order 1/r and the
case in which it does involve such terms. In the first
case (which holds for the Schwarzschild metric), the
fact that S,'"» of (7.7) efFectively transforms as a
tensor density means that under transformations
asymptotic to the identity, S,& &p is unchanged to
order 1/r'. Hence, in this case the energy-momentum
has the properties required of it. This case includes as
a special case the situation considered by Einstein (23)"

"A similar discussion is made by Landau and Lifschitz (39,
p. 320).

in which all Christoffel symbols are of order 1/r'. For
that situation, energy is conserved (the system does
not radiate), and one can use that fact to prove that
energy and momentum behave properly under coordi-
nate transformations. But the present case is more
general and includes, for example, the metrics con-
sidered by Trautman (57)" for which the Christoffel
symbols involve terms of order 1/r and for which energy
is not conserved.

In the case in which S,& &g is of order 1/r, it must
be required that the terms of order 1/r vanish when
integrated over angles in order that the energy have a
6nite value. Even when this requirement is ful6lled,
the situation is unsatisfactory, for coordinate trans-
formations asymptotic to the identity can acct the
terms of order 1/r' and thus change the energy value.
The fact that S,& &p dQ is efFectively a vector is not
sufficient to assure a unique energy value because of
the noncovariant nature of the integral of a vector.
Thus, the expression (7.5), using an S,'""' defined by
(7.7), may be used to define the Schwarzschild mass of
a system provided, first, that the conditions (7.3) are
fulfilled and, second, that S,&' &g is of an order less
than 1/r for the hypersurfaces for which the calculation
is to be performed. To be able to perform the calcula-
tion of the SchwarzschiM mass on any hypersurface,
S,~"» itself must be of an order less than 1/r. This more
stringent requirement implies that, unless material
6elds are nonvanishing at in6nity, there is no radiation
(i.e., that S,(ao) is conserved). This is now shown.

Direct calculation from (7.7) shows that if S,&"» is
of an order less than 1/r, then, to order 1/r, g„.,i
=g~„„,ii. To see whether S,(co) is conserved, the time
derivative of (7.5) must be taken. This requires
S,i i,, to be computed to order 1/r'. But to this order,
S,i i,, equals S,&" ',„ for the derivative normal to P
vanishes due to the skew-symmetry while the deriva-
tives tangent to P is of an order less than 1/r'. In dif-
ferentiating S,&" &, terms are obtained involving prod-
ucts of two first derivatives of the metric; these are of
an order less than 1/r' due to the above condition on
g„„q.Thus, the only terms of interest are those involving
second derivatives of the metric. Re-expressing these
derivatives with the use of the de6nitions of the Ricci
tensor and the scalar curvature (2.9b, c), one may write

S [oy» —( g)W12L2(g
vv, ig mg)

+2g" g ~g.,(r„„r„,—r,„.r„„)
+~."g'g""g-(I'-'I'e' I'-~ I'.i')—j (7 9)

to order 1/r'. The terms involving products of two
Christoffel symbols are all of an order less than 1/r' due
to the condition on g„„,y. Therefore S,& j,, vanishes to
order 1/r' if there are no matter fields at infinity, since
Rp g 5p R then vanishes in consequence of the equa-
tions of motion. Radiation can occur only if there are

'8 Trautman proves a result similar to the one given here, but
the present author feels that his proof lacks rigor.



matter fields at infinity. However, when there are
matter Gelds at infinity, Spt"&~ need not be of the form
(7.6), and further analysis is needed. These results also
apply if the index p is raised.

Concerning the expression of Mgller (43), even though
his expression is unchanged by transformations of the
coordinates vrithin the initial surfaces, it does not fulfill
the requirements which are demanded here. Coordinate
transformations involving the time coordinate may be
made vrhich do change the energy value. In fact, in his
paper Mgller shows that the energy calculated for any
hypersurface is zero if the metric is chosen (as it always
may be, even for the Schwarzschild space) such that
g, =0, g„=—1. The properties that Mgller demands
of his expression are incompatible wi:th the properties
required here. The present author Gnds this fact inter-
esting and surprising.

A set of expressions (7.7) suitable for defining the
Schwarzschild mass, even in spaces mhich are not
Schvrarzschildian, has been found. The question of the
physical significance of this generalized mass is a topic
for further investigation. Such an investigation (which
will ask the question, of what Nse is the calculated mass)
will perhaps be able to decide mhat is the value 8'
should assume in (7.7) and whether or not the index p
should be written in the raised position. In any event,
the limitations on the kinds of spaces in which the
calculation may be made must always be kept in mind.

Mathematical Uses

The uses of conservation laws considered up until
mow have been uses of the numerical values of the con-
served quantities. It is now time to turn to the other
major class of uses, namely, those in which the mathe-
matical form in which the lavrs are expressed is the
thing of impoxtance. It is not possible to even attempt
to catalog such uses. On the contrary, it is the author' s
belief that the possibilities inherent in such uses have
not been fully examined. In order to display some
possibilities, Sec. VIII presents three new uses of this
kind. In the interest of completeness, two well-known
uses, adequately discussed elsewhere, are now men-
tioned briefly.

One use is in the problem of motion in general rela-
tivity, i.e., the problem of inferring the motion of thc
sources of the gravitational field from a knovrledge of
the equations of motion of the gravitational field itself.
This problem was Grst satisfactorily handled by Ein-
stein, Infeld, and Hoffman (25, 26, 27)."More recent
work" has shovrn the intimate connection betvreen the
way in which the equations of motion are rewritten in
the Einstein-Infeld-HoGman treatment and the way
they are rewritten in certain conservation laws.

Another use, rather indirect, of conservation lavrs is
in the Hamiltonian form of the equations of motion.
This is a mathematical use since the functional depend-

'9 See also Scheidegger (49).
"See Goldberg {30,3i).

ence of the Hamiltonian on coordinates and momenta is
important. Hamiltonian forms of general relativity are
discussed by Dirac (18) and Bergmann et ul. (2, 10, 12,
13, 14). Some remarks on this subject are also made in
Sec. UIII.

Definitions

As to which law should be called the energy 1am, the
momentum law, or the angular momentum law, the
author prefers to let the reader decide. The only guide
one has in the assignment of a name to a quantity is
analogy with the mays the name has been used previ-
ously. The analogy in this case would seem to come from
Lorentz-covariant theory. But the discussion of this
section shovrs that the analogy is poorer than one might
have expected. The author Gnds himself unable to make
any analogy which satisfies him completely, but the
reader may feel difkrently. It should only be kept in
mind that if one deanes the energy in one way )as, say,
being derived from one of the expressions (7.7) or as a
particularly suggestive expression used in the problem
of motion], it does not then follow that the expression
has any of the properties of energy familiar from Lorentz
theory.

VIII. THREE MATHEMATICAL USES
OF CONSERVATION LAWS

Stress-Energy of the Dirac Field

This section presents three mathematical uses of
conservation laws, i.e., uses in which the conservation
1Rvrs Rrc cIDploycd to displRy in Rn cspcclRlly slIDplc
manner mathematical relationships betvreen the Geld
variables. First, the problem of computing the stress-
energy tensor of the Dirac is considered. Here is meant
the symmctrized stress-energy tensor, the tensor which
is the source of the gravitational field. LThe theory dis-
cussed here is described by (2.10d).] It is defined by

(8.1)

This expression is actually a set of equations of motion,
namely, those which follow from varying g&" /see
(2.13)j. As explained in Sec. II, because of the non-
independence of gf" and y~, T„„is somevrhat difficult to
calculate directly when I.~ involves spinors, as it does
when the Dirac Geld is present. It is now shown how the
calculation of T„, for the Dirac field may be shortened
by use of a fact learned from the study of conservation
lav's.

The desired result follows immediately from Eq. (6.3)
with E=j. As a guide, a few steps in the calculation
are indicated. The quantities that must be knovrn are
8(0)",and S(1)",'; these have already been obtained in
(5.3b, c). (The case in which Iir 1.~+En is being——
considered here. ) It would be convenient to simplify
them by using the equations of motion which follovr
from varying P and f, since these are easily obtained
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directly. The result is

S(0)" =( g)—'(E"0" 'F—"~-P„8 "—g"~I'„" +g I', ~

F—"-4.,.+2@Vi, kA—,vV+ie4v V~,
—6k{v",[v.,v"j)41'&."), (g 2a)

S(1)'„"=(—g)'(g""I'g "8 '—2g""I'„,'+g" I',„+F "A

+—'s4'{v" [v~ v'34') (g 2b)

In the first of these expressions, y), , has been rewritten
by use of the defining equation for I'„(2.6). If these
expressions are substituted into (6.3) with N= 1, there
results (after the factor (—g)' has been divided out)

—2(E " 'R8 "—)+-(F"~F '8 —"F-& P"~)

+k(4vVI. —kl.vV+8(4{v",[v.,v")N)tp) =o (g 3)

This expression has been simplified with the use of the
equation of motion obtained by varying A„. In this ex-
pression, the stress-energy tensor of the electromagnetic
field is easily identifiable as the second term; therefore,
the last term must be the contribution to the stress-
energy by the Dirac field. By employing once again the
equations of motion obtained by varying P and P, this
may be simplified to give"

I'..= ~ (4'v.4'). A~.v4+k—vA'i A.v A) —(g 4)

Relation Between Gauges and Constraints

A second mathematical use of conservation laws is
now considered. The use of the "edge-on" view of Sec.
III raises the interesting problem of what constitutes a
sufhcient set of field variables which, when measured oui

an initial surface, enable one to completely predict the
future. There is an immediate answer: the Hamiltonian
variables, since Hamilton's equations involve no higher
that first derivatives of these quantities. There are,
however, two features to be noted, namely, the phe-
nomena of initial constraints and of gauge. For con-
venience, the initial surfaces are here taken as surfaces
for which x' equals a constant.

Some of Hamilton's equations express relations be-
tween the g" which do not involve derivatives with
respect to x'. For example, one of Hamilton's equations
for the electromagnetic field is Ii'& „—=Il', =0. Such a
relation among the y~ is called an initial coestrgiet.
There are not only initial constraints which follow di-
directly from Hamilton's equations but further ones
obtained by differentiating with respect to x the con-
straints so obtained; constraints so derived are called
secondary. The existence of constraints shows that the
specification of all the Hamiltonian variables on an initial
surface is sufFicient but not necessary for the prediction
of the future. However, to get rid of this redundancy, one
usuallymust resort to specifying quantities which are not
field variables in the sense used here, since they are not
functions of a single point. For example, for the electro-
magnetic field, nonredundant quantities to replace F'

4' This result is the same as that obtained by a diGerent method
by Brill and Wheeler (15).

are the "transverse" components of F, a notion not
definable at a point.

Hamiltonian variables are not only not necessary for
the required specification but in a certain sense are not
sufFicient either. The derivatives of some field variables
with respect to x' just do not occur in Hamilton's equa-
tions; thus, there is no way to discover the future be-
havior of those variables. There is clearly nothing that
can be done to correct this circumstance; it must be
accepted that the future is to a certain extentunpre-
dictable. Specification of the Hamiltonian variables
enables the future to be predicted insofar as possible.
Thus, there are certain changes described by arbitrary
parameters which may be performed upon the field
variables in the future without violating the equations
of motion; such a change is called a gulge transforma-
tion in analogy with that famous example, the electro-
magnetic gauge. Other examples of gauges are co-
ordinate and similarity transformations in generally
covariant theories. Since all effects of physical sig-
nificance should be predictable, two field configurations
di8ering by a gauge transformation are assumed to be
of the same physical significance.

That there must be some relationship between the
existence of a gauge and the existence of initial con-
straints can be seen in a rough way: For every one of
the *F Hamiltonian variables which does not have a
derivative of it with respect to x' appearing in Hamil-
ton's equations, there must be one of the *P Hamilton's
equations involving no derivatives at all with respect
to x'.4' This type of counting procedure does not, how-
ever, show how one might use one's knowledge of the
existence of a gauge to discover initial constraints. The
following discussion shows how a conservation law
enables one to do this. More precisely, a method is given
for deriving, from the existence of a gauge, a set of
initial constraints on arbitrary variations in the Hamil-
tonian variables which conform to the equations of
motion.

The first part of the derivation of this method is
done in two ways. The first way shows that the ex-
pression obtained is a suitable rewriting of Eq. (6.3).
This way very definitely does not constitute a "trans-
parent" derivation. Therefore, a second mode of
derivation is given, a mode which, although it obscures
the close connection of the result with (6.3), makes the
result far easier to "see."

Let (6.3) be considered. By differentiating this equa-
tion, multiplying it by suitable factors, and then sum-

ming, one obtains

Q [(—1)~(N+M)!/M!N!][S(N+M—1)&'~'""'
N=o

+S(N+M)" '"'",.j,,...=0. (8.5a)

In this section, the convention is that there are Ã.

4'This argument is presented more rigorously by Bergmann
and Schiller (14}.
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The sum over M vanishes unless L=E+1," in which
case it consists of a single term. In consequence, the
sum over L also consists of just one term. So, it follows
that, for each E&0,

g [(—1)&(X+E)!/E!X!]

XS(JV+E)'g"""g. ..=p (8 6)

which is the expression which has been sought.
This last relation is now derived in another, less

straightforward, but far more transparent way. The
first step is to integrate (6.1) over a d-volume bounded
by two x' equals constant surfaces and a cylindrical
surface joining them. On the cylindrical surface and
one of the x' equals constant surfaces the arbitrary
parameters A.~ together with a sufhcient number of
their derivatives are assumed to vanish. By converting
the volume integral into a surface integral by means of
Gauss' theorem, one obtains

t S(1V)o~'"A" . do =0 (8.7a)

~ This may be seen as follows: Except for a factor independent
of M, (8.5d) equals

(—))~ K—~(L—g —1) t/(~ —~—1)~(L—M) t

M K+I

which vanishes if L)X+1.
= (] $)L—K—'1

indices ~. ; hence, there are M indices 0' ~ in this
last equation and the next. Equation (8.5a) may be
immediately rewritten as

P [(—1)"(1V+M—1)!/(M—1)!iV!]
NM

XS(X+M—1) & g""",...=0. (8.5b)

This equation is specialized to the case in which the
indices o-. are all equal to the same value, namely 0.
Then, if the derivatives with respect to x' are separately
noted, Eq. (8.5b) becomes

P P [(—1)'+~+"(L+E 1)!/(L——M)!(M —1)!1V!]
N 0 L=M

XS(N+L—1)'~""",...,...=0. (8.5c)

Here Latin indices (e.g., t) are summed only over
values not equal to o; there are L-M derivatives with
respect to x' on each term, and the index o occurs L
times in S(iV+L—1)'~" '". Note that o is a Axed
index and therefore not summed. If (8.5c) is multiplied
by (M—1)!/(M—E—1)!E!and summed over M (for
M —1)E)0), the result is, after the summations are
rearranged into an equivalent expression,

[(—1)~ ' (L+&—1)'/
N=O L=K+1 M=K+1

(L M)!(M—E—1—)!cV!E'!]

XS(1V+L 1)'~" '" —=0 (8 5d)

on the surface on which the A" do not vanish, Deriva-
tives with respect to the d —1 coordinates other than x'
may now be transferred from A~ to S(N)'z' " by use
of integration by parts, since the A.~ and their deriva-
tives vanish on the boundaries of the surface. The re-
sult is

P [(—1)"(X+E)!/E!A'!]
N=O

X)~S(E+E)' """'( h." do. =0, (8.7b)

where A~ is differentiated E times with respect to x'.
Since each A.",,... may be arbitrarily chosen all over the
surface, the coefficient of each must vanish, from which
fact follows (8.6).

The significance of (8.6) is this: When S(1V)"~'"
is given by (5.12), then (6.1) and (6.3) refer directly to
gauge transformations of the Hamiltonian variables;
hence (8.6) is a direct consequence of the existence of a
gauge. But, when S(iV)"z'" is given by (5.12), (8.6) is
a constraint on the by~, since it involves no derivatives of
the by~ with respect to x'. Thus, the existence of a gauge
has led directly to the existence of constraints on varia-
tions in the Hamiltonian variables which conform to
the equations of motion, namely,

2 Q [(—1)~(lV+E)!/E!fV!]
N=O

XQ(X+E) ~"""!f(a'egg ],~...=0. (88)

From these one can infer constraints on the Hamil-
tonian variables themselves. In general, each gauge
freedom has more than one initial constraint corre-
sponding to it; in fact, there is one initial constraint
for each derivative order (including the zeroth) to
which a gauge parameter appears in (5.1), though some
of these constraints may be trivial.

As illustrations of the results that may be obtained
from the relation just derived, consider the Lorentz-
covariant Maxwell-Dirac Geld and the pure gravita-
tional Geld. The easiest way to apply the relation is to
set v=p in (5.9b) and (5.10b) and then transpose
derivatives (other than with respect to x') as though
one were integrating by parts until no derivatives
(other than with respect to x') appear on the param-
eters A and P; the coefficients of these undifferentiated
parameters are the required initial constraints. For the
Maxwell-Dirac field one obtains

g[P o +ieger'P]=0, . (8.9)

which is the coefticient of A.. For the gravitational fj.eld,
on the other hand, there results

g[2AxoN o+ goo ] p (8.10a)

g[ !lkogj& o+2!lxo@& o
!lorn ] 0 (8 10b)

g[gkoN„o (gkmNi o) Aom ]—p (8 10c)
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g[ 2(gkmg„o) +8m' ]+(N„mggxv)

1Qg ' 88"&—g"& 5@), ' ——0 (8.10d)

which are the coefFicients of $",„P., P, and $', re-
spectively.

It is of interest to consider whether every constraint
of the Sic can be written in the form (8.8) with co-
efficients x(E+E)eg'. ' " which describe a gauge
transformation (as is the case for the examples just
considered). The answer is no.44 Careful consideration
of just how gauges and constraints arise from the
equations of motion shows that the y(1V+E)eq'
corresponding to a constraint do describe a gauge if
they themselves satisfy the constraints. Examination of
this point does not make use of conservation laws and
therefore is not discussed here. '~

It may be wondered whether the relations derived
above have any more than curiosity value. One might
feel, for example, that, while it is rather interesting
that the constraints (8.10) are intimately associated
with gauge invariances, it is not particularly useful to
express the constraints of the pure gravitational 6eld
in the form (8.10). It is hoped that the following dis-
cussion of a third mathematical use of conservation
laws, which applies to above ideas to the Schwinger
formalism, dispels such feelings.

Treatment of Gauge in the Schwinger Formalism

malism is here described as a classical theory. It then
becomes a prescription for finding equations of motion
and, instead of commutators, Poisson brackets. By
this approach, the essential features of the technique
for treating gauge are brought out; there then remain
only the usual problems of converting from a classical
to a quantum theory, a subject outside the scope of
this paper.

One does, however, pay a price when one makes the
Schwinger formalism into a classical theory. By so
doing one makes it a highly artificial formalism; certain
essential arguments made in establishing the quantum-
mechanical formalism have no classical analog. There-
fore, no attempt is made here to justify or interpret the
formalism. Rather, the two procedures, one for arriving
at equations of motion, one for arriving at commuta-
tors, which are derived in the quantum-mechanical
formalism, are taken over (in their classical analogs) as
postulates.

As shown in Sec. II, any theory derived from a
Lagrangian may be derived from a Schwinger La-
grangian [see (2.19)]:

X O [B &1X,r +(X ).
In order to use the Schwinger formalism, one must know
a priori the x" and the *L appropriate to the theory at
hand. One can then write, upon varying *I in the
manner of (2.11),

In order to set up the quantum theory of a physical
system, two basic items must be determined: first, the
equations of motion for the Heisenberg operators;
second, the commutation (or anticommutation) rela-
tions for these operators on an initial surface. Once this
has been done, "all" that remain are the mathematical
difhculties encountered when solving the equations of
motion in particular cases. The Schwinger formalism
(51, 52)" is a prescription for arriving at these two
basic items, based upon the supposition that one already
knows the Lagrangian of the theory. An unfortunate
feature of the formalism, however, is that it does not
seem to be immediately applicable to theories possessing
gauge freedoms; when so applied, certain ad hoc opera-
tions must usually be performed in order to obtain
proper results (3). The following discussion presents a
definite method for dealing with such situations, a
method which makes use of conservation laws.

Certain features of quantum theory are not related to
the basic objective of the present discussion but neces-
sarily intrude themselves and greatly complicate the
issue; there is, in particular, the factor-ordering problem.
In order to avoid such difhculties, the Schwinger for-

~I"or example, the Lagrangian, L=pq, ,+rp+sq, in a one-
dimensional physical space (coordinate x') has primary constraints
p=0 and q=O and secondary constraints r =0 and s=O. Clearly,
it possesses no gauges.

4~ This point is covered in a very different formalism by Dirac
(&&).

4 Several of Schwinger's remarks suggest, but do not discuss in
detail, the results obtained here.

M~hc "=(2x,.Sie"ci+BH/Bx )5x, (8.12)

(8.13)

The expression for 6" is unique, since it is required that
no derivatives of the x~ or Sx~ appear in it. The first
postulate of the classical Schwinger formalism is that
the equations of motion follow from the condition
M&N ~ =0, as usual. This postulate is unaffected by the
presence of a gauge, and no more need be said of it.

The Poisson bracket (which is here symbolized with
angle brackets ()) is introduced into the formalisin as
an undefined binary operation restricted by the require-
ments that it is skew-symmetric in its arguments, that
it vanishes whenever either argument is independent of
the x", that it is linear and distributive if either argu-
ment is expressed as a sum of products, and that it
satisfies the Jacobi identity. These properties are so
similar to the properties of the derivative that it is
clear that the constraints (8.8) [and similarly (8.9) and
(8.10)]hold if axe is replaced by the Poisson bracket of
z~ with any other variable; this already shows that
(8.9) and (8.10) have some practical value. An im-

portant use of the Poisson bracket operation is in
carrying out an Rifi' tesimal calomical transformation of
the y". Under such a transformation, the changes in
the g~ are

(8.14)

where G(ce) is a function of the x" called the genera&or

of the transformation.



Thc cdgc-oQ view is Rdoptcd. A CRnonicRl tx'Rns-

fox'IQRtlon ls by its natulc R transformation on R glvcn
initial surface; this accounts for the notation G(ia). In
the present instance only /Oca) canonical transformations
are of interest, i.e., transformations for which G(ia)
=J (gG(x )Ifa'0. Thc second postlllRtc of 'tile classical
Schwinger formalism is that there exists an in6nitesimal
canonical transformation on any initial surface co such
that

&x"' &xs&=o (8.15a)

G(ia) =2 5'da. =—2 xsa', (s'a)bxoda. . (8.15b)

This second postulate enables one to calculate the
Poisson brackets of thk y~ with one another all over ~,
For, from (8.14) and (8.15), it follows that

for all A and J3 and any two points on ca (the prime on
y" is to indicate that it is, in general, at a point dif-
ferent from 8xs) and such that

incompatible with the equations of motion (e.g.,
&F'", ,A ) does not vanish, as it should). The reader
may verify these statements regarding the electro-
magnetic 6eld; that 6eld is discussed in some detail
after the statement of the modi6ed formalism for use in
theories with a gauge (which reduces to the usual for-
malism in theories without a gauge).

A few remarks are now made to inotivate this modi-
6CRtlon. ID R thcoly without R gRuge) spcc16catlon of
the g" ovex an initial surface completely determines the
x~ over all physical space. This is not so in a theory
with a gauge; the y" are known all over space only "up
to a gauge. " It is therefore reasonable to postulate
that sets of g differing by R gauge Rx'c of the same
physical signi6ca, nce; the apparatus of the theory should
not be able to "know») the difkrence between g" that
differ by a gauge. Hence in (8.14), the right and left
sides cRDDot bc cxRctly cquRtcd) tlMy RI'c only equal

Up to R gRUgc. TlMlcfox'c the Qcw second postulate of
the classical Schwinger formalism may be expressed as
the replacement of (8.16) by

&x"'=2 &x"',x')@(s'oA'do' (8.16) ~x'='2~ (x"',x'&@(s'OA'do. ,

Since the matrix Sty'~ is in general singular, this di-
I'ectly determines oilly sonic of tlic (X,X ). Howevel', .

with the use of the equations of motion, the others may
be found. This is best illustrated by an example.

3y applying the relation (8.16) to the neutral scalar
meson Lsee (2.20c)), one finds

where =.'means that the expressions on the left and
right may be made equal by a suitable gauge trans-
formation of olM of thcIQ,

It is now shown what this postulate means for electro-
magnetic theory. One has Lsee (2.20a)j

8y'= )
t ((y' P'}8&P—Q' Iti}8P')do (S.17R)

(IA„'=: ) ((A„',F '}ad„—(3„',A„}aF"')do., (8.19a)

V"=~"(&p",p»~-&p",~}e )&", (8.1&b)

(e',&}=&p",p')=0, O',p')=~(*' *). (81&c)—
But nothing ha, s been found a,bout Poisson brackets in-
volving p". However, with the use of the equations of
motion and the derivatives of (8.17c), they may be
obtalncd Rs

&pn& pm} &pn,
~

y}—0
(p"' p'}= —(8/Bx"'&b(x' —x) (8 1/d}

Thc skew-symmetry of thc Spy gj RssuI'cs thc skcw-
symmctry of thc Poisson brackets.

The theory just considered as an example does not
possess R gauge. If. Onc tllcs to calx'y out R pI'occdUlc
similar to the one just used on a theory, such as electro-
magnetic theory, that possesses a gauge, two de.cultics
appear: 6rst, onc is not able to find Rll Poisson brackets
(C.g.~ tliosc IIlvolviilg A0 111 elcctl'onlRgIlc'tic theory)q

' and, second, some of the Poisson brackets obtained are

(IF""=')t ((F""F"')bA (F""A }SF"—')do (8 19b)

From these follow

(A ',A )= (8/8x"')A (x,a') —(8/Bx")A. (x',x) (8.19c)

(Feo' Fmo}—0 (8.19d)

(F P',F„I}=0, (8.19f)

&A„',F"')=fi„"b(x'—x)+ (8/8x"')A "(x,x'). (8.19e)

The ~ Rnd A, i Rx'c arbitrary fuIlctlons. They arise
from two causes: 6rst, the uncertainty implied by the
QotRtlon =, ) sccoDd» thc fRct thRt 8P,fit,

=0) which,
implies that if a gradient is added to a term multiplying
5F ', the values of the integrals (8.19a, b) are unchanged
as may be seen by integrating by parts. {All fields fall
off "sufficiently fast" at infinity. ) The fact that these
two causes lead to the same kinds of arbitrariness in
the Poisson brackets is a consequence of the relation
between gauges and constraints described previously, a
1clRtlon derived from consldclRtloQ of a, coDsclvRtloQ
law. By use of the constraint equations of motion one
6nds
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(F„p' A„)= —(8/Bx") (8/Bx"') Ai, (x.
' x)

+ (8/Bx") (8/Bx') A.(x',x), (8.19g)

(P & Pmo) —g, wa(g/axe')g(x& x)
—b."(8/Bx')8(x' —x). (8.19h)

The Poisson brackets involving A, cannot be found.
This is as should be expected, since A, may be anything
"up to a gauge" on an initial surface. Hence, the
Poisson brackets involving A. may each be equated to
an arbitrary function. There are some limitations on the
arbitrary functions due to the constraints; in fact, the
presence of these arbitrary functions assures that the
constraints may be satisfied. In particular, in (8.19e),
since F, =0,

(8/Bx"')L —8(x'—x)+(8/Bx )Ai (x,x') j=0 (8. .19i)

One A& satisfying this is

Ai"———(1/4ir) (8/Bx") (1/
~

x'—x
~
).

Also, the time derivatives of some arbitrary functions
are related to other arbitrary functions when the equa-
tions of motion are solved. The arbitrary functions do
not appear in the expression for Poisson brackets of
gauge invariant quantities (F„q and P"') and hence do
not affect the physical predictions of the theory. In
practice, however, one usually fixes the arbitrary func-
tions, thereby "choosing a gauge. "

The consistency which the modi6ed formalism has
displayed in the case of the electromagnetic field is now
shown in greater generality. Two points have to be
made. First, that the arbitrariness in. the (x~',y~) due
to the meaning of =: in (8.18) is the same as the arbi-
trariness due to the presence on constraints on the
by~. Second, it must be shown that constraints on the
(y"',y~) can be satisfied. In regard to the first point,
the symbol =: implies that (z"',z~) is determined only
up to a gauge transformation of the z~'. Consistency
requires that it also be determined only up to a gauge
transformation of the g, i.e., that the right-hand side
of (8.18) must remain unchanged when y~ is gauge
transformed. The proof of this hinges on (8.8), which
was found from a consideration of conservation laws.
The difference between the values of the right-hand
side of (8.18) for two choices of x~ may be written

2 g y 5g ~[~ g]~g &CT0 y (8.20)

where 5g~ is an infinitesimal gauge transformation and
is integrated between the two values of p~. By express-
ing 5+~ with the use of (5.11), integrating by parts,
and then applying (8.8), it is verified that (8.20)
vanishes. In the examples considered here, all arbitrari-
ness in the (g~', x~) due to the constraints on the bxo
is of the form of a gauge transformation on the X;
hence, the first point is established. As has been men-
tioned, however, there is, for some theories, further

arbitrariness in the y~ due to the constraints on the
6g than follows from the existence of gauges. But it
has also been mentioned that such arbitrariness van-
ishes when the constraints are required to be satisfied.
The erst point is thus proven in general.

In regard to the second point, the arbitrariness in
(x"',x~) arising from the constraints on the Rye is of
just such a nature to assure that there is sufficient
freedom for the constraints on y~' to be satisfied. Be-
cause of the skew-symmetry of (y"',ys) established by
the first point, this assures that the constraints on x~
can be satisfied also.

The procedure presented here is closely related to
procedures developed by Dirac (17, 18) and Bergmann
e$ aL (2, 10, 12, 13, 14). In fact, it very likely produces
physical predictions equivalent to those procedures.
The relationship to those procedures has not yet been
explicated, however. The exact relationship is not im-
mediately obvious because of the great difference in
viewpoint between those procedures and the present
one. Dirac and Bergmann place arbitrary functions in
the Hamiltonian, while the present procedure does not
discuss the Hamiltonian and puts the arbitrary func-
tions in the Poisson brackets.

The application of the procedure given here to the
pure gravitational field is not as tractable from a
mathematical standpoint as was the application to the
electromagnetic field. For the electromagnetic field, the
procedure yielded a few Poisson brackets directly;
these were then used to find other Poisson brackets; the
constraint equations were then applied; and finally, the
time development of the brackets was obtained. (This
last step has not been performed here. ) For the gravi-
tational Geld, this step-by-step procedure is not pos-
sible; one does not obtain any Poisson brackets directly
but rather certain combinations of them involving
arbitrary functions. Because of these difficulties, the
Poisson brackets have not yet been entirely worked out
for the gravitational field. This section concludes by
making a few observations about the nature of the
gravitational field in the light of the present formalism.

An immediate result of the formalism is the (ll "t',gl'")

=0 "up to a gauge" on the surface x' equals constant.
The phrase "up to a gauge" is important; it implies
that (g t', A&")=0, not for any two points on the surface
for which x' equals constant but rather for any two
points on the surface described by the constancy of
that function of the gauge-transformed coordinates
which equals x' in the original coordinates. The for-

malism is "trying to tell us" that the coordinates de-

scribing the initial surface are unimportant. It has led

to the conclusion that the Poisson bracket of the metric
tensor at one point on the initial surface of topological

points with the metric tensor at another point on that
surface vanishes.

When one considers another result of the formalism,

namely, that (8 p",g"")=&(8 "5p"+6 "&p")8(x'—x) "up
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to a gauge,
" the mathematical difhculties become clear.

A gauge transformation of (I e",g"") involves Poisson
brackets of the form (8 ee', A""), which must be found

by applying constraint equations to (ill tt",g&") and

(A ~', ll&"). Thus, one must solve simultaneously a set of
equations in order to find (S,e"',g""). It is hoped that
these calculations can be carried out in the near future.
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