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I. INTRODUCTION

1
OSMICAL phenomena usually take place in a~ highly ionized gas. In spite of this fact, there

exist a number of important cases where an inQuence
of neutral gas particles on the motion of the charged
constituents has to be taken into account. Examples
are given by the heating of the solar chromosphere by
magnetohydrodynamic waves, "the decay of magnetic
fields in cool interstellar clouds, '4 motions in the
ionosphere, ' ' and in the theory on the origin of the
solar system ""

Even at very high temperatures, the gas in a high-

current discharge experiment may have to be treated
as a partially ionized gas. The reason for this is that
the particles which are lost from the plasma region to
the walls of a surrounding vessel are not always ab-
sorbed at the wall but produce a Aux of neutral particles
which reenters the plasma region. The backscatter of
neutrals has been discussed by Luce" and the adsorption
of gases by Miller. "

Here the conservation theorems for mass, charge,
momentum, and energy are considered for a partially
ionized gas where ionization and charge exchange
phenomena are included. The theory is applied to a
rotating plasma, i.e., to a situation which is of interest
both in connection with rotating stars, in cosmogony,
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nnn(oenue) = nven = nfge (2)

where Eq. (2) defines f Finally, el.astic collisions with
cross sections 0., and o., and frequencies v; and v„
give the rates

nnn(&enue) 2n&one

+++ &en' +~en.

(3)

(4)

In a collision ions lose, on the average, half of their
momentum relative to the neutrals. Also introduce the
number nhf' per unit volume and time of neutral par-
ticles which are scattered elastically from the plasma,
thereby obtaining a momentum comparable to that of
the ions and being lost to a vessel wall.

Thermal diffusion effects are not included here.
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and in the research on controlled thermonuclear
fusion. '~"

II. CONSERVATION LAW' S

The treatment here is simplified such as not to include
the spontaneous emission of photons by excitation,
bremsstrahlung, and synchrotron radiation as well
as two-stage ionization, volume recombination, and
multiple charge exchange collisions. An electrically
quasi-neutral plasma with e ions and electrons per
unit volume is assumed. Define 0.; and 0-, as the cross
sections for ionization by means of ions and electrons
moving with total velocities u, and u, in a neutral gas
of local density n„. The number of ionizing events per
unit volume and time is

nn„(o,u,)+nn„(o.u,)=nf,

where f expresses the number of charged particles
created per unit volume and time per charged particle
being present, and ( ) indicates effective mean values.
In an analogous way, r„and v„define the cross section
and frequency of charge exchange collisions and
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dv mm,
p +— (i v)(i/p)

dt e21. Conservation of Mass and Charge

The mass density of the ion gas is deGned by p, =nm;,
the temperature by T;, the pressure, which is assumed where
to be isotropic, by p, =nkT, , and the mass velocity by
v;. Corresponding quantities for the electron gas are and
indicated by the subscript e. Also introduce the total
plasma density

=iXB vp—pv—y, p(— .)—+Pi, (14)

(15)Q (mi+mivee+mivia+mevea)/m

P=m,m, (v, —v, —v. )/em (16)

are "frictional coefhcients" related to the loss of
momentum by collision processes.

If, instead, Eq. (12) is multiplied by m, /ep and
Eq. (16) by —m;/ep, the sum of the resulting equations
becomes

(5)p= n(m;+m, )=nm= p;+p„
the plasma pressure

(6)p=p*+p

With these starting points, the conservation laws The sum of the resulting equations is
are established in the following parts of this section.

the mass velocity v of the plasma, and the electric
current density i. The two latter quantities obey the
relations

v, =v+m, i/ep; v, =v —m, i/ep.

Since charged particles are created only by ionization,
conservation of mass and charge is expressed by

meme
p (ilp)+—(i v)»

e2p Ch

SZ' me
(i v)(i/p)

e

tn '—1g 1
=E+vXB— iXB+—(m;vp, —m.vp;)

ep ep

div(nv, )= i n (Bn—/Bt) =div(nv, ). (8)
where

+P (v—v„)—gi, (17)

Introduce the derivative d/dt=B/Bt+v V and com-
bination of Eqs. (7) and (8) gives

dlvv= i'—p dp/dt (9)

divi= 0. (10)

2. Conservation of Momentum

If the mass velocity of the neutral gas is assumed
to be v„, the gravitation potential p„and the electric
Geld E, conservation of momentum for ions and
electrons requires that

p, (d;/dt)v, =en(E+v, XB) Vp, nm, V—&, —
pevei (vi ve) pi Q + e +vai )(vvae va) q (12)

and

p.(d./dt) v, = en (E+v—,XB) VP, nm—,Vye-
+p:-(» v.) p.(P+ "—-) (V—. «.), (13)—

where v„ is the frequency of Coulomb collisions and
d;/dt=B/Bt+v, V; d,/dt=B/Bt+v, V.

By means of the substitutions (5)—(7), expressions
(12) and (13) can be written in terms of v and i.'

Consequently, the starting points also require that the
displacement current has to be neglected and

curlS =poi,

where I is the magnetic Geld and p, o the permeability
in vacuum. This is a good approximation when the
characteristic velocities of the phenomena to be studied
are much less than the velocity of light.

SSi mme (mi ) 2

v„+ f+—(v;„+v„)+i
—

i v,„. (18)
~2p m ~2 I m j

1SSSe

3. Conservation of Energy

If scalar multiplication of Eq. (14) by v and of
Eq. (17) by i is performed, the sum of the resulting
equations can be written

(
E i—d~v~ pv—

E.

mipe me pi. )
i (

—v pVy, +w„„
8p =We+We+ Wr (19).

The Grst term in the left-hand member represents the
electric power input per unit volume. The second term
in the same member is equal to —div(p, v,+p,v,) and
represents the total work done by the pressure on a
volume element of the plasma. Input of energy by the
gravitation Geld is given by the third term and

Waea= Pi(i+Pea+Via)(V, —Va)'Va

p. (f'+ v-) (v. v—) v (2o)—
= —ap(V —Va) 'Va+P&'Va

Equation (14) expresses conservation of momentum of
the mean motion of the plasma. Equation (17) is a
generalization of Ohm's law and expresses the conser-
vation of momentum of the "slip" motion between the
ions and electrons; p is a generalized electric resistivity.
Observe that ionization and charge exchange correspond
to a frictional brake on the plasma. For further discus-
sions on the signiGcance of the diAerent terms in Kqs.
(14) and (17), reference is made to an earlier paper. 9



1014 B. LEHNERT

(~/~t) (kp.+kp'v*').

is the mechs, nical work done on the plasma by the First consider the energy balance separately for the
moving neutral gas. Thus, the left-hand member ion gas inside a volume element which is fixed in
represents the total energy input per unit volume and space. The increase in total energy is
time. The right-hand member tells how this energy is
consumed. Here

vs~ =piv.—v'+ p.v.—v.
dt Ct

dv msmg mpp1e
=v' p—+ (i'V)(i/p) + i' p—(i/p)

dt e' e~p dt

m —me
+(i V)v — (i V)(i/p) (21)

e

(22)

is the total acceleration work,

'wq = pi divvy pa divvy

= —p divv+ (m;p, —m,p;) div(i/ep)

the compression work, and

The energy input consists of the contributions

eeE v, —div(P, v,)—Nm;v, V$,

from the electric field, the work done by the pressure
and the gravitation fields, and by

pi(i'+&em+&in)(vi vm) 'vn+u nip

where the first term is the mechanical work done by
the moving neutral gas on ions and the second term
m;=siekT +2p, iv„' is the energy which is brought
from the neutral gas of temperature T„ into the ion
gas when particles are ionized. Convection produces a
power loss

wr ——wg, +wI, ——np(v —v )'—2Pi (v —v„)+pi',

where

(23) div(-,'P;v, +-,'p, vP v,)+f-,'(P,—ekT„)+-,'p, (vs —v„'))
&((v„+@'),

rpri=pi(f+&ex+&ie) (vi ve) +pe&ei(vi ve) 'viq (24)

~fe= pe(f+ &em) (va vn) pe&ev(vi ve) 've (23)

expresses the frictional work done on ions and electrons,
respectively.

It should be observed that Eq. (19) can be rewritten
in such a way that the pressure p is everywhere re-
placed by p*=p+8'/2po, where the second term is
the "magnetic pressure. " The right-hand side of Eq.
(19) then contains a "magnetic compression work"
—(8'/2po) divv, an acceleration work vV (8'/2—po)
done by the "magnetic pressure, " and an additional
acceleration work v. f(B V)B/pof, which is due to the
fact that the magnetic field lines also may act like
elastic strings. The force (B V)B/po usually does not
have the character of a pressure gradient. However,
this way of describing the energy balance is un-
necessarily complicated and does not give any result
beyond that of Kq. (19), which is written in terms of
the real pressures p, and p, and the total electro-
dynamic force i)(8.

It should be observed that the relation (19) does not
include more information than the conservation law of
momentum from which it is deduced. Information is
still required about the coupling between thermal
motion and mass motion, and this can be obtained
from the principle of conservation of energy. ' ""

~ B. Lehnert, Electromagnetic Phenomena in Cosmical Physics,
B. Lehnert, Editor (Cambridge University Press, New York,
i958), p. 50.

2' S. I. Pai, Phys. Rev. 105, 1424 (1957).~ A. Banos in Electromagnetic Phenomena in Cosmical Physics,
B. Lehnert, Editor (Cambridge University Press, New York,
1958), p. 15.

~3 B.T. Chu, Phys. Fluids 2, 473 (1959).

where the first term is due to the motion of the ion
gas and the second to energetic neutrals which escape
from the plasma region after having been heated from

T„ to 7, and accelerated from v„ to v, . The definition
of h has been given at the beginning of Sec. II. The
total power loss which arises from the ionization work
is We/, where W/e is the ionization potential. W, and

g, are defined as the corresponding contributions by
the ion and electron gases. Finally, a transfer of mass
motion into heat takes place due to the mechanical
work mj„which the ions perform against frictional
forces. Thereby they gain the fraction (1—8;) of wr; in

the form of frictional heat. Conservation of energy
requires

(8/81) (-,'pi+-,'p;v, )
= enE v; div(P;v—,) imam, v;V—iP, p, (i'+ v—g+ vie)e

&((v,—v„) v„—div(-,'p;v, +-,'p,v 2 v;) —W,ni

f;(p, nf T—„)+-,'p;—( P vv„2)3-(v,.+&—i)
+w.;—divQ, —5;u r;, (26)

where heat conduction is described by the Row vector
Q,. It should be stressed that e(E+u, &&B) u;=eE u;
is the total energy input from the electromagnetic field

into the motion of an ion which has the total velocity
u, . If the magnetic field 8= curlA changes in time, this

produces an energy input by means of the induced
electric field part BA/Bt Thus, e—eE v, i.s the only
link by which energy can be fed into the ion gas by
the electromagnetic field, irrespective of the kind of
electromagnetic processes being in operation.
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where Q= Q;+Q, is the total heat flow by conduction,
mf is the total heat created by friction as given by
Eq. (23), and

For the electron gas an analogous relation is obtained:

(8/Bt) (~p,+~p,v,')
ee—E v, di—v (P,v,) N—ns, v, Vik. , p,—(i+v„,)

X(v,—v„) v„—div(-', p,v,+,'p, v-2v, ) W—,ni

+m„,—divQ, —8,wr„(27)
(1+f+k)i p (v' v )+ ip (v v ) (31)

is the mechanical work performed to accelerate the
charged particles to the full plasma velocities after
having been in interaction with the neutral gas. The
heat lost from the plasma to the neutral gas which does
not escape directly to the walls with energetic neutrals
is given by hwr. The left-hand member of Eq. (30) gives
the net inQow of heat subtracted by the net heat loss
due to escaping charged and neutral particles. This is
balanced by the first bracket of the right-hand member,
which gives the rate of growth of the internal energy and
the second bracket which represents the total mechan-
ical work. The first two terms inside the second bracket
give the compression work, the third the work to
"force" st new particles into the plasma volume with
the pressure p.

Finally, introduce the total Qow of energy q caused
by convection and heat conduction by means of charged
particles:

where w„,= 2i'NkZ'„+~ pi, i v„'.
Equations (26) and (27) express the conservation of

total energy as seen from the point of view of the
charged particles. The net change in total energy of
the plasma is caused by an outQow of particles, by
heat conduction, and by energy which is transformed
into other forms than thermal and kinetic energy. In
this case the latter form of energy is electromagnetic
and the first term of the right-hand sides of Eqs. (26)
and (27) gives the ra, te at which this energy is supplied
from the electromagnetic field. "Radiation" of magneto-
hydrodynamic waves is also included in Eqs. (26) and
(27) since these waves are characterized by the work
done on the charged particles by the induced electric
held. A deduction of the energy equation in terms of
the joint action of electromagnetic and mechanical
changes of state has been given by Chu" for a one-Quid
model. As seen from the present results, an approach
of this kind is not necessary, at least'in the case of an
ionized gas.

After scalar multiplication by v; and v„Eqs. (12)
and (13) are subtracted from Eqs. (26) and (27) and
divv, and divv, are substituted from Eq. (8) into the
obtained relations. After some deductions the result
becomes

if= s (Pivi+Peve)+2 (pavP'vs+peve 've)+Q (32)

The energy theorem (30) may then be rewritten by
taking the sum of Eqs. (26) and (27) and combining it
with Eqs. (19) and (8). The result is

(8/Bt) L~a p+ ~i pv'+ (m,m, /2e'p) i']
=w.+w,+ (1—6)u~r —divq —L:3(p;—stkZ' )——,'p;

X (vP v„')](f+—k)i WI3+3i—NkT„+'2ipiv„' (33).
p;(d, /dt) [2(p,/p, )] (p;/pi) (—d,p;/dt)

2i p; ,'(f+—h)—f(p,——itkT„)+p,v„—(v; v,) v, —
+pi(i +&ex+ &i+) (vs vm) 2 pi (&es+kf)

X (v 2 v') —i2p;1 v,s—+w„, divQ,—W,ei—

The present section is concluded by a comment on
the total frictional work which is given by Eqs. (23),
(15), (16), and (18). The ratio between the last and
the Grst terms in Eq. (23) has a modulus ice'st'~v,
—v, ~'/np~v —v„~', and the ratio between the second
and 6rst terms has a modulus less than or equal to
2Pen(v, —v, ~/np(v —v (. The coupling between the
plasma and the neutral gas has been investigated
earlier. ' For cosmical phenomena such as the propaga-
tion of magnetohydrodynamic waves in the solar
chromosphere and motions in the ionosphere, as well
as for discharges on laboratory scale, the "slip" v —v„
was found to be of considerable importance. When
)v,—v,

~

does not exceed )v —v„~ very much, Eqs. (15)
and (16) show that the second term in the expression
(23) for wr can be neglected. Further, when the
ionization degree is not extremely high, there exist
situations where the last term of Eq. (23) also can be
neglected, in spite of the fact that it contains the
frequency v„ for Coulomb collisions. This implies that
the heating of the plasma is provided mainly by
collisions between ions and neutral particles, and not
by Coulomb collisions. A mechanism of this kind has
earlier been suggested by Piddington" for the heating
of the solar chromosphere.

(28)—8 My''

d (3 pq 3 (m;p, —m,p;)—W~g= p—
/

--
[
—i yi. dt's. 2p) 2 4 ep )

pdp gripe topi .
(f ' &p) k'p sic ~ (30)

.pdt ep

p, (d,/dt)P(p, /p, )]—(p,/p, ) (d,p,/dt)
= ——',1 p.—p, i„(v;—v,) v,+p, (/+i, „)(v, v)'—

,'p, i v,2+w„, —div-Q, W,ni —&.wr, . —(29)—
Without dissipation and particle losses these equations
reduce to the simple adiabatic relations between the
pressure and the density. By means of the substitutions
(5)-(7), the sum of Eqs. (28) and (29) gives the energy
theorem for the plasma,

3
(1—8)wr —divQ ——(1+f+k)i'(p;—NkT„)

2
3—-1 (p.—stkZ'. )
2
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E=
~

By/Br, 0, —By/—Bz~. (34)

The main part of E is associated with the. rotation, as
is seen later. Some considerations are Grst made in
terms of single-particle motion, after which a macro-
scopic theory is established.

I. Motion of an Individual Particle

In a study of the forbidden regions for a single
charged particle moving in the magnetic field of a
current loop, it has been found" that a high degree
of particle confinement can be achieved inside a toroidal

'shell such as that given by the shaded area in Fig. 1.
This occurs when a transverse electric 6eM is applied
which produces a drift motion and a rotation around
the axis of symmetry.

The magnetic field of Fig. 1 is now assumed to be a
vacuum Geld and an electric Geld is applied across the
narrow space between two toroidal surfaces generated

dividing surface

S~S
dl1

d l.o

s-0

Fzo. 1. The shaded area represents the cross section of a thin
toroidal shell generated by the Geld lines of a strong poloidal
magnetic Geld 8 which is symmetric around the s axis of the
6gure. Plasma is situated inside the shell and rotates around the
3 axis, the rotation being associated with an electric Geld R,
essentially at right angles to S. N'ote. Underlined letters in the
Ggure correspond to boldface letters in the text.

III. ROTATING PLASMA

As an application to the theory of the previous
section, the stationary rotation of an axially symmetric
plasma is now investigated. The rotation may be
produced by magnetohydrodynamic coupling between
a central, electrically conducting body and a surround-
ing electrically conducting Quid, or by a transverse
electric 6eld imposed upon a magnetized plasma. A
cylindrical coordinate system (r, p, s) with s along the
axis of symmetry is introduced. The part of the magne-
tic 6eld 8 which is generated by sources outside of the
plasma region is supposed to be purely poloidal. In
addition, an induced Geld may exist, and it is assumed
that the toroidal part of this fieM is relatively small,
but not necessarily the poloidal part of the same Geld.
The electric field is

by the 6eld lines. E and S=curlA then become or-
thogonal all over the space between the surfaces. The
shaded strip in the figure contains the magnetic Aux

dC =2wrBdl= 2nd(rA „), (35)

and the potential difference between its inner and
outer surface is

(36)

The angular velocity of rotation inside the strip
becomes

0= E/Br =—2s dp/dC =dP/d (rA „). (37)

Since dp and dC are constant along the strip, this shows
that 0 is constant along a magnetic 6eld line. With

~
u„,u„+Or,u,

~
as the total velocity of a charged particle

of mass m, and charge q, and index 0 indicating the
starting point,

u,'+u.'
=uo2 —(r02 —r') 0'—2 (g./m, ) (y —yo)+20(q, /m. )

X (rA ~ roA„O) Pro—u—„o (g./—m.) (rA „reA „0—)
+ (ro' —r')Qj'/r' (3&)

as shown by Bonnevier and Lehnert. ' For a very
strong magnetic field, the particle is guided along a
very narrow strip centered along a 6eld line in the rs
plane. Relation (37) then shows that the third and
fourth terms in Eq. (38) cancel and the particle, in any
case, is turned back at a point r when the centrifugal
work (m,/2)(ro2 —r')0' becomes equal to the particle
energy (m./2)u02 at the starting point (rp, 0).

From the macroscopic point of view, the situation
resembles that of a planetary atmosphere, where the
particles are trapped by a gravitation Geld, provided
that their thermal velocity falls below the escape
velocity. In this case, the gravitation force is sub-
stituted by the centrifugal force."For a plasma, there
are interactions between particles and a coupling
between the thermal motion and the mass motion
which have not been taken into account in the single-
particle theory. This is done in the following macro-
scopic treatment.

2. Macroscopic Theory

(a) Basic Cousideratious

In applications to cosmical physics and to laboratory
experiments, the macroscopic theory can very often be
simplified by a number of approximations. In the
equation of motion (14), the second term of the
left-hand side represents the difference in acceleration
of the ion and electron gases. When this difference is
neglected the plasma is said to be in a state of "creeping
diffusion. '"4" In Ohm's law (17) the left-hand side
represents the inertia of the moving charges. Through-

~ A. Schluter, Z. Naturforsch. 6a, 73 (1951).
~' A. Schluter, E/ectromugeetic I'hesomema irl Cosmical I'byes,

B. Lehnert, Editor (Cambridge University Press, New York,
1956), p. 71.



out this paper, surface currents and pressure jumps
across discontinuity surfaces are excluded. Then, a
rough estimation of orders of magnitude can be made
by replacing space and time derivatives by inverted
characteristic lengths and times. In doing so, it is
easily seen that the terms just mentioned can be
neglected, provid, ed that the time scale of the macro-
scopic phenomenon is much longer than the gyro period
of an electron. '

A further assumption to be made henceforth is that
of small losses RIld lonizRtlon I'Rtcs l.c. thc dlsslpRtlon
terms in Kqs. (14), (17), (30), and (33) shouM be small.

Vhth these starting points, scalar multiplication of
Ohm's law (17) by 8 gives

mean free path L is about —,'nkBL; eL is nearly a
constant. In the case of a magnetized plasma, the heat
conduction across a strong magnetic Geld is probably
reduced considerably, whereas it is unaltered in the
longitudinal direction. '8 At the long mean free paths
which are actual both in a number of cosmical appHca-
tions and in gas discharge experiments at high temper-
atures, the temperature gradient along the magnetic
6eld lines is likely to be very small. Otherwise a very
large heat Bow would be set up which equalizes the
temperature distribution. Similar conclusions have
been drawn by Spitzer for the exosphere. "-"Thus,
the situation of a plasma "atmosphere" which is
isothermal along the magnetic Geld lines seems to be
of some interest.

which shows that the electric potential diGerence along
a 6eld line and along the macroscopic conGguration in
question becomes of the order of the thermal particle
energy. It is now supposed that a strong electric 6eld
part E&, perpendicular to 8, exists which makes the
transverse potential diGerence across the con6guration
Inuch greater than that corresponding to the thermal
energy. This is possible if a suKciently strong magnetic
6eld is applied to make the radius of gyration of a
charged particle much smaller than the macroscopic
dimensions. Thus, the situation to be studied is
characterized by E&»E», where E« is the longitudinal
electric field.

Combination of Kqs. (14) and (17) gives

E+vXS= f(m; —m,)/ej(dv/dt+vy, )+(m;vp;
—m.Vp,)/ep+ fzt —(m, —m, )p/epji

—fI9—(m, m,)n/e—g(v v„) —(40).
A rough estimation of orders of magnitude shows that
for a very strong magnetic Geld the right-hand member
of Eq. (40) becomes much smaller than the second term
of the left-hand member, i.e., when the gyro periods
of the charged particles are much shorter than the
characteristic times of the macroscopic motion and the
collision times and when the change in @, across the
con6guration does not exceed e' too much. The con-
sequence of this is that the velocity of rotation becomes

(41)

Since E is almost perpendicular to 8, Kqs. (35)-(37)
show that 0 becomes nearly constant along a Geld line.
This is consistent with the conclusion earlier drawn
by Ferraro" about the isorotation of a magnetized star.

Finally, a few comments should also be made on the
conduction of heat by charged particles. According to
elementary kinetic theory, '7 the heat conductivity in
R gas of density n, mean thermal velocity e, and a

IV, C. A. Ferraro, Monthly Notices Roy. Astron. Soc. 97, 458
(1937).

«7 K. H. Kennard, E&setk Theory of Guses (McGravr-HiB Book
Company, Inc., Net York, 1938).

(5) I'resslre Balance along the Magnetic Fzeld Lines

Kith thc pl cscnt Rppl oximations thc pl'cssul c
balance ls easily deduced from Eq. (14) in the stationary
state. Introduce the coordinate s along a magnetic
6eld line and choose the directions given by Fig. 1;
for displacements along a 6eld line,

d/ds= (a,/a)d/d»; ds/dr=a/a, .(42)

When Eq. (14) is multiplied scalarly by 8, the result
becomes

dp/ds= pf(8,/8)a'r +,/ds). — (43)

Especially for an atmosphere which is isothermal along
the magnetic Geld lines with a temperature To, Eq. (43)
is easily integrated to

p= po exp( —(m/2kTO) f-,'0'(ro' r')+y—g ygo]}—, (44)

where index 0 indicates values at the starting point,
and the density distribution is given along a Geld line
starting at ro. A similar relation has been derived
earHer by Block.32

In a theory on the origin of the solar system, Alfven"
considers a cosmic cloud of ionized. gas, rotating,
around a central mass 3f, in a magnetic dipole Geld
which has a dipole moment coinciding with the axis
of rotation (see Fig. 1). ln the theory is introduced a
dividing surface. At the inner side of this surface, the
parts of the cloud are attracted and. fRH down to the
central body. Outside of the same surface, the centrifugal
force brings matter out along the magnetic 6eld lines
down to the equatorial plane where planets or satelbtes
may be formed. Alfven deternlines the dividing surface
from the balance between the gravitation and centrifu-
gal forces. This corresponds to dp/ds=0 which from

. "L. Spitzer, Jr., Physics of Fondly Iowised Guses (Interscience
Publishers, Inc., New York, 1956), p. 88.~ L. Spitzer, Jr., The Atmospheres of the Berth end Plueets, G.
P. Kuiper„Editor (University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1949),
p, 213.

30 D. R. Bates in The Berth us e Plewet, G. P. Kuiper, Editor
(University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1954},p. 635.

O' M. Nicolet in The Ferth es u Pluwet, G. P. Kuiper, Editor
(University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1954), p. 655."L.Block, Arkiv Fysik I4, 179 (1958}.
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Eq. (43) gives Alfven's result,

r(cos6) &—= (2liM /3Q') *' (45)

for a dipole field and with l~: as the gravitation constant
and tgi't=s/r If .the temperature would be zero, the
points on the surface (45) would be the only equilibrium
points and matter outside the surface would move all
the way down to the equatorial plane. That matter
can be trapped in a Bat disk in the equatorial plane,
provided that the temperature is low, is also seen from
the forbidden regions given by Eq. (38). If the temper-
ature divers from zero, a "tail" of the cloud is extended
across the dividing surface in the stationary state.

To make a rough estimation of the magnitude of
this tail, the temperature is assumed to be constant
along a field line, at least in the region outside of the
dividing surface, and Eq. (44) can be used. The solar
system is taken as an example with 0=2X10 ' sec ',
M, =2&(10' kg, r0=1.5&(10" m for the earth, and

P,O=7X10' m'/sec' 0'ro'=9X10" m'/sec'. With a
temperature TO=10"K for a cosmic cloud of protons,
hTO/m=10' m'/sec'. In static equilibrium the cloud
is then expanded only very little above and below the
equatorial plane at the earth's orbit and forms a Bat
disk.

In connection with this problem should also be
pointed out that a weak magnetic field of the type
discussed in this section is expanded radially by the
centrifugal force. The present deductions merely serve
as an illustration to the situation where the magnetic
field is strong enough to balance this force.

(c) Energy Balance in a Discharge Experiment

The present results can also be applied to gas
discharge experiments. A number of approximations
are made here. The most unfavorable situation is
discussed where charged particles which escape to the
vessel walls are assumed to recombine there and to
reenter the plasma volume in the form of neutral
particles with a thermal velocity distribution cor-
responding to the wall temperature. The plasma is
assumed to have a much higher temperature than the
vessel walls, and both T„and v„can be neglected in
the following deductions. The gravitation field is not
taken into account, the ion and electron pressures are
assumed to be equal, p, =p, =p/2, and the temperature
is assumed to be high enough for the ionization work
to be negligible. Further, all the reentering neutral gas
Qux is assumed to be "absorbed" in the plasma in the
sense that it experiences only ionization and charge
exchange, and that no neutral particles are "kicked
out" to the walls by elastic collisions. This implies that
the energy losses defined by h and 8 and the momen-
tum loss given by v;„and v,„are not retained in the
equations.

From Eqs. (40) and (41) is easily concluded that the
losses of charged particles by convection take place

v„=—
I ds= —I(s—);—(s~&0),

P o ~ P
(47)

where s=0 corresponds to r= ro, which gives ~» =0 by
reasons of symmetry. From Eqs. (41) and (47) is seen
that e»(&e„when a charged particle is lost to the walls
first after having traveled many times around the axis
of symmetry. This is assumed henceforth.

From an examination of Eq. (14) can be shown"
that the second and third terms of the right-hand
member of expression (23) can be neglected, provided
that the thermal and rotation velocities are of the
same order of magnitude and that the radius of gyration
of ions is much smaller than the macroscopic dimensions
of the plasma. Then,

(48)

in agreement with the general discussion in Sec. II.3 on
the heating by collisions with the neutral gas.

First study the limiting case of negligible heat Bow
Q. Since the convection in a strong poloidal magnetic
field is forced to take place along the field lines

(d/«) (p/p) =Le„(a/ar)+ e, (a/as)](p/p)
=e„(d/ds) (p/p), (49)

where the derivative is taken along a field line. A
similar expression is obtained for dp/dt. With the
approximations applied (see Lehnert") and from Eq.
(48), the energy theorem (30) reduces to

(1+f)&p~'~' l&p 'f~p- —
'pv (dlds)(p/p) -(p/p)v dp/ds-

+,'(1+f)i-peal 2r2, (50)-

where m,/m has been put equal to unity. Introduce
the variable

r = 2k 7/mQ'.

Equations (43), (42), and (50) give

prdr/ds = (d/ds) (pr)
and

(1+f)"—(5+ f) =( /i)(d/d )(5 —') (53)

(52)

Two special solutions are obtained immediately. If
charge exchange is negligible (f((1),

p/po= (rlro)' p/po= (r/«)'.

(54)

(55)

along the field lines in a strong magnetic field. Thus,
the equation of continuity (9) gives

pf'= div(pv) =div(pv„) =mdiv(Spv~~/8)
=aB V(pv„/8), (46)

where v» is the mass velocity along the magnetic field

B, and it is observed that divB=O. .The plus sign is
chosen when v» is in the positive direction of B. With
the notation (42), Eq. (46) is integrated along a field

line, ,
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If, instead, charge exchange dominates over ionization
(f))1), the corresponding solutions become

f2 ~

p/po= (r/ro) &;
'

p/po= (r/ro)i.

(s6)

(57)

and a volume element of the strip at r becomes dm

=2m(Bo/B)rodlods. Then, the equation of continuity
(9) can be integrated over the volume of the strip to
give the total number of charged particles of either
sign lost per unit time at r~,

dcVg ——(2~/m)roBod&o Ii, (59)

where the index 1 refers to values at r=r~ and use has
been made of relations (47) and (58). The bounding
material wall at r~ is assumed to be nonconductive and
is charged negatively in such a way that ions and
electrons escape at the same rate through the thin
Debye sheet close to r, This rate i.s given by Eq. (59).
The corresponding energy loss is

d W( =vrroBodloI(Q (3ro+r2), (60)

where the substitution (51) ha, s been used. The cor-
responding energy loss due to charge exchange is

l pf
dW„r=~roBodEoQ' ( f~ ro+r' (

—ds—. (61))B
With the energy theorem given by expressions (32)
and (33), the balance requires

J
divqdw=dW, = (w,+w,+ws)dw —dW„&. (62)

From Eqs. (21), (22), (41), (46), (47), and (9), the
relations

(63)w =p(v. V) (-', n') =pr((„Q'(Er/ds

and

w, = —p divv= pi+(p/p)o((—dp/ds (64)

are obtained. Combination of these relations and Kqs.
(48), (47), (43), and (61) gives, after some deductions,

Another limiting case to be studied is that of constant
temperature along a magnetic field line. The density
distribution is given by Eq. (44) with (p, =(p,o=o. The
temperature lp has to be determined from the energy
balance. Since heat conduction and convection cannot
be separated in this case, the energy balance has to be
considered for a complete strip like that given in
Fig. 1, which is extended from the equatorial plane
at r=rp up to a point r=r&, where charged particles
are assumed to hit a cylindrically symmetric wall.
With the notations of the figure, conservation of
magnetic Rux requires that

rBdl= rp&pdl p,

the following result:

(
~

5+ fl-ro-(1+f)rP Ii2)

~p 5r1 p

1 2 (66)
and

p/po= expL —5(ro' —r')/2rP]= p/po. (67)

This shows that the. density distribution is concentrated
mainly around the equatorial plane at rp. The difference
between the results (54) and (66) is caused by the high
thermal conductivity along the field lines in the latter
case, which reduces the temperature to a value associ-
ated with the cold material wall at r=r~. Thereby it
should be observed that, according to elementary
kinetic theory, the heat conductivity is independent of
density and is not affected by a steep density gradient.
However, care is necessary in the application of these
results when the mean free path becomes large.

IV. CONCLUDING REMARKS

The problems treated in Sec. III serve as simplified
illustrations to the theory of the present paper. There
still remain a number of important phenomena to be
taken into account in order to give a true picture of the
complicated situations which usually arise both in
cosmical physics and in laboratory experiments. Im-
portant effects which have not been treated are such as
the interaction with radiation fields by excitation,
bremsstrahlung and synchrotron radiation as well as
two-stage ionization, volume recombination, multiple
charge exchange collisions, plasma oscillations due to
electric charge separation, and the production of energy
by nuclear reactions. Further, the Qux of particles
hitting the vessel walls in a laboratory experiment may
be partly absorbed by the walls. This latter efIfect may
be taken into account in the theory by assuming only
a certain fraction of the outgoing particle Qux to be
scattered back into the plasma. The backscatter of
neutral particles into the plasma may possibly be re-
duced by chosing a wall material with high absorption
ability.

Great difFiculties arise in the treatment of problems
where the mean free path is too large for a macroscopic
theory to be valid, and still too small for collisions to
be neglected in the calculation of individual particle
orbits. Finally, instabilities of macroscopic as well as of
microscopic character may complicate the situation
even more.

(3I—
( ro-r-' (f ds. (6S)

"p dS E2 )
The modulus of the right-hand member of this equation
is less than fI&(-,'ro+~roo r(o~). —If the discussion is
restricted to cases where ionization dominates over
charge exchange (f&(1), the result becomes


