
Volume 2 January, ~$30 Number ~

%]EV.. EWS

MODERN P -I.YSICS

THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF QUANTUM
MECHANICS. PART II

BY E. C. KEMBLE AND E. L. HILL
H.ARVARD UNIVERSITY

SECTION 5. THE INTERACTION OF MATTER AND RADIATION

1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION

A S THE primary source of experimental evidence regarding the struc-
ture of the atom is the spectroscope, much of the mathematical struc-

ture developed in the preceding sections must hang in the air until we have
constructed a quantum theory of the emission, absorption, and scattering
of radiation by atoms. The desired theory should have a formal similarity
to the elementary wave mechanics of Part I and should degenerate in the
limit when h is made negligibly small into the classical electromagnetic
theory of the emission and absorption of light. It must take into account
the forces acting on the electrons due to the external radiation field, the
modification of the radiation field due to the motion of the system, and
finally, the damping influence of "radiation resistance. " To be completely
satisfactory the theory should also take into account the eHect of the finite
velocity of electromagnetic waves on the interaction of the diA'erent elec-
trons in the atomic system and should satisfy the demands of the theory of
relativity. The newly formulated Heisenberg-Pauli field theory goes a long
way toward the solution of this great problem' but it would be quite impossi-
ble to introduce the reader to the mysteries of this theory with the mathe-
matical tools developed in Part I of this report. Progress toward carrying
out the above program has been made by successive approximations and
we here content ourselves with reporting the initial steps in the investiga-
tion.

In the usual classical discussion of absorption, dispersion, and scattering,
the forces acting on the electrons are somewhat arbitrarily divided into
three classes. First, there are the forces internal to the atom, whose opera-
tion determines its unperturbed state. According to our present ideas of
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atomic structure these forces are to be identified with the electrostatic forces
which act between electron and nucleus and between electron and electron.
Second, there are the forces due to the external radiation field, and third,
the retarding force on each electron due to its own radiation. ' The elementary
quantum theory of Part I takes cognizance only of the first class of forces.
It can be extended without difficulty to include forces of the second class,
but the forces of the third class, difficult to deal with even classically, are
particularly intractable from the standpoint of wave mechanics. Radiation
resistance forces are small, however, in the case of an atom near to its normal
state and by neglecting them we may still hope to obtain a description of
the early stages of the absorption process. The problem of dispersion can
also be treated without considering radiation resistance if means are at hand
for calculating the electromagnetic field due to a given electronic motion.

As a first step toward the formulation of an approximate quantum theory
of absorption and dispersion a wave equation analogous to Eqs. (I, 18) and
(I, 38) must be set up to describe the behavior of the electrons in an arbi-
trary externa1 electromagnetic field,

In view of the success of the strictly corpuscular theory of the Compton eEect, it might
seem that any attempt to account for the interaction of matter and radiation in terms of a
continuous electromagnetic field is foredoomed to failure, We have already seen, however,
that the field theory of diffraction can be interpreted as a statistical description of the scattering
of photons and electrons by apertures. It is such a statistical description of the interaction of
matter and radiation that we seek. Moreover, the continuous potential energy function V of
the Schrodinger Eqs. (I, 18) and (I, 38) is in practice (Cf. Kepler problem, Section 2, 6) of
electrostatic origin and if we admit such a continuous field to our theory we can hardly stop
short of admitting the whole machinery of Maxwell. The Heisenberg-Pauli field theory pro-
vides a scheme for the modification of this theory, but we shall provisionally content ourselves
with an attempt to graft the electromagnetic field of Maxwell unchanged to the matter waves
of Schrodinger.

2. THE WAvE EQUATIQN FoR SYsTEMs oF ELEcTRQNs IN AN

EXTERNAL RADIATION FIELD

The principle of least action in the Newtonian dynamics is restricted to
cases in which the energy is conserved. ' Hence the simple method of setting
up the wave equation sketched in Part I, Section 1 cannot be used for a
system of electrons in a variable external field. Schrodinger himself, however,
based his "derivation" of the wave equation (I, 18) on the Hamilton-Jacobi
partial differential equation which is not subject to the above restriction. 4

His point of view permits us to set up and justify a generalization of Eqs.
(I, 18) and (I, 38) appropriate to the problem in hand.

We have already shown that in the case of a constant electrostatic field
the wave equation [(18) or (38), Part Ij is obtained from the classical

' With these we may include the damping e8ects of collisions which play such an important
part in the production of absorption in gases.

That is, cases in which there is a Hamiltonian function H(q, p) which does not contain
the time explicitly.

4 E. Schrodinger, Ann. d. Physik (4) '79, 361 and 489 (1926).



Hamiltonian function H(q, p) if we first form the operator H(g, —i3/Bq) by
the substitution ps~ —(h/2irf) 8/Bga and then use it to set up the relation

The parallelism between this second order first degree equation for P and the
first order second degree Hamilton-Jacobi equation for the action function

(2)

IV is obvious. A complete solution of the latter equation is a function of the
coordinates, say qI, q2, . g3„, of the time, and of 3 n constants of integration
n~, . , u3„, which represents a moving family of surfaces in configuration
space (qi, , gi ) related to the possible mechanical orbits of the classical
dynamics as the wave-fronts of geometrical optics are related to light rays.
As wave fronts are surfaces of constant phase it is therefore not suprising to
6nd that the classical action function is simply related to the phase of the iJ

waves. If we change the independent variable in Eq. (I, 38) by means of the
substitution

we obtain the differential equation,

I. (BW')' 81P k + 1 O'W'
(4)

If the second derivatives on the right hand side of Eq. (4) are neglected, it be-
comes identical with the Hamilton-Jacobi equation (2) for the problem in
hand. This approximation is equivalent to setting Planck's constant Ig equal
to zero, and is valid in the region for which the classical mechanics is valid.
Thus the classical action function Wis an approximation for —(fi/2irs) log f.
This fact maybe used as the basis for a new proof of the basic proposition that
suitable wave packet solutions of Eq. (I, 38) obey the laws of classical me-
chanics and this gives a justification of Eq. (I, 38) independent of that given
in Section 1, Part I.4'

Turning now to the problem of the variable external 6eld we see that a
rational method of setting up the new wave equation is to construct the
corresponding Hamiltonian function in Cartesian coordinates, convert it
into an operator as before and finally use the operator as in Eq. (I) above.

Let A, '&', A„&&'&, A, &", denote the components of the vector potential
evaluated at the point x;, y;, s'; where the jth. electron is located. Let the
algebraic value of the electronic charge be e. Then the classical Hamiltonian
for a system of v electrons is'

' For a direct and. comprehensive proof of this proposition see also Sect. 6, 5 and Sect. 7, i.
5 Cf. M. Born, "Atommechanik" Sec. 34, p, 239. Many authors, including Born, use e for

the absolute value of the electronic charge and so reverse the sign of the terms linear in e and A
both in the Hamiltonian and the wave equation.
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Making the substitution ps-+ —(fr/2&rs)r)/()gs we obtain as the desired
wave equation

8x'"p 4mpi B$
Vf — —=0

h' h Bt
(6)

If we make tthe substitution f=e ' '~'(", multiply by &))', and allow i'r to
approach zero, Eq. (6) yields the Hamilton-Jacobi equation for W as in the
case of a steady electrostatic field. From this fact we infer that Eq. (6) is in

satisfactory agreement with classical mechanics in the limit wl .n h is zero.
Expansion of the squared operators throws the differential equation into

the form

4g ei B$ B$ B$
&7.s(l,+ A (i& +A (i& +A (&)

hc Bx; By; BS;
2mei BA,&j& BA„&j& BA, &2'&

+ + +
hc Bx; By; Bs;

Sm'IM 4~yi BP
V'P — —=0

h' h Bt

where' V'= V+(es/2pes)g; i ~A(&'& ~'.

Referring to Eq. (I, 102) and to the discussion of Eq. (I, 149) on p. 207
Part I, we observe that to retain our fundamental physical interpretation of
&jr fsdr& it is necessary that

B
(~ )= divE

Bt
(8)

where E is a function which vanishes at infinitylwith g' and which plays the rhle
of mass current density. Using the modified wave equation (7) for a single
particle (three dimensional case) we find that Eq. (8) is satisfied withr

h eE= [P grad P &Pe grad fj A—fiP*. ——
4xi C

' The correction term (e'/2pc') g (A((& )' is usually negligible.
j~}

7 In Eq. (I, 102) which defines the vector current density, the sign of the right hand mern-
ber should be reversed,
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This is in agreement with the fact that classically the momentum ~ of a par-
ticle in a field with vector potential A is not pv, but pv+sA/c. Hence the oper-
ator associated with p v should be

h e
grad ——A.

2m'4 c

From Eqs. (8) and (I, 78) we may deduce the validity of Eq. (I, 171)
for the modified operator H(q, —8/Bq) and hence the Hermitian character of
the modified matrix H(n, m). Moreover, the whole discussion carries over
without difficulty to the case of a system of 7 particles.

3. THE PERTURBATION OF AN ATOMIC SYSTEM BY A RADIATION

FIEI.D: ABSORPTION

Consider next the application of the wave equation (7) to the. problem of
the perturbation of an atomic system by an external radiation field. ' The
general solutions of (7) can be described in terms of the unperturbed char-
acteristic functions by the aid of a'n expansion of the form

(10)

(Here wave functions carry a double subscript to indicate degeneracy. In
practice a more complicated notation may be necessary. ) The coelficients
c„„and c„(E)become functions of the time during the period of application of
the radiation field but settle down to a new set of permanent values different
from the initial set when the field is removed. Our first problem is to correlate
this change in the c's with the experimental absorption of light and to use the
theory to derive theoretical values of Einstein's "transition probabilities. "
Due to the variation of the c's with time, we shall also find that the wave
function executes oscillations which contain the frequencies characteristic of
the radiation field, the natural frequencies of the atom, and combinationsof
the two. Our second problem is to use these three types of frequency to
account for dispersion, normal scattering, emission, and Raman scattering.

As previously explained (Sect. 4, 3), Born interpets the f functions as
descriptions of the behaviour of ensembles of atomic systems subjected to
identical external infiuences. He assumes that the energy of an arbitrary
system taken from the ensemble must in every case have an unique value iden-
tical with one of the familiar energy levels which play such an important part
in tQe Bohr theory. Finally in the case of a non-degenerate system with a

' A wave equation for a single electron in a variable electromagnetic field was first derived
by Gordon, Zeits. f. Physik 40, 117 (1926), and independently by Klein, Zeits. f. Physik 41,
407 (1927) in connection with their relativistic generalizations of the Schrodinger theory.
Although the Gordon-Klein theory does not satisfy the requirements of Eq. (8) and hence
involves a new definition of number density to take the place of PP*, Eq. (6) in three dimensions
can be derived from it by a suitable limiting process.

' The reader is referred to the article by K. L. Wolf and K. F. Herzfeld, "Absorption and
Dispersion, " Handbuch der Physik, XX, J. Springer, Berlin, 1928, for a review of this subject
from both the experimental and theoretical standpoints,
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discrete spectrum only, he identifies the probability of the energy E„with the
corresponding product c„c„*."This interpretation is based on the theorem
that in the absence of a continuous spectrum

c„c„*=2.

(Cf. Part I, Eqs. (81, 137, 172)). The generalization required to take into
account a continuous spectrum will be evident from Eq. (I, 81).

These assumptions are in comformity with the discussion of Part I,
Sect. 2,8 and seem to the authors quite reasonable.

A complete analysis of Born's assumptions cannot be given here, but the following sug-
gestions may be helpful to the reader:

(a) Born supposes that an exact measurement of E for a single system is conceivable and
would give a definite result. In support of this assumption we observe that photoelectric
measurements with diferent wave-lengths indicate that we may determine the energies of
photons by spectrum analysis, attributing to each photon a definite energy corresponding to
the place at which it impinges on the photographic plate in an ideal spectroscopic experiment.
In the same way a magnetic deflection experiment yields an energy spectrum for free electrons
with a definite energy for each particle.

(b) In Part I, Sect. 1, 8 we have shown that if we perform a Fourier analysis of the wave

function for a free particle into terms harmonic in the independent variables x, y, z the
amplitudes give the probabilities of the conjugate dynamical variables p, p„, p,. Furthermore,
from the wave standpoint a spectrometer is a mechanical device for analyzing a beam of radia-
tion into a sum of terms which are harmonic in the time. The probability of each elementary

energy range for an arbitrary photon is then fixed by the intensity of the corresponding com-

ponent in the Fourier analysis with respect to time. Hence in the case of a system whose

Hamiltonian function does noteontain the time explicitly and in which an expansion of the type

P = Qc„g„(zl e'~f*'& '&" (a)
n

is possible, a plausible extrapolation from the above special cases suggests that we identify

c c ~m„(x)N„*(x)dr with the probability that the system has the energy E„and also a configura-

tion in the element d~ of configuration space. If the functions u are normalized, integration

over all of configuration space gives c c„*as the probability of the energy E independent of the
configuration. This is perhaps sufficient justification for Born's assumption in the case under

consideration.
(c) On the other hand, in the case of a system whose Hamiltonian does contain the time

explicitly so that an expansion of the type (a) is valid only if the c„svary with the time, it is

evident that Eq. (a) does not describe an exact Fourier analysis of the wave function. More-

over, energy and time are conjugate dynamical variables subject to the Heisenberg un-

certainty principle, BEBt h, , and so the measurement of either the energy of a systemor its

energy distribution function must take an infinitely long time. Thus a rigorous non-arbitrary

meaning cannot be attached to the phrase "instantaneous probability of the energy E ." In

practice, however, we do not expose photographic plates for an infinitely long time in spectro-

scopic measurements, and in the case of a fluctuating light source we understand by the fre-

quency distribution at a given time the distribution obtained on a photographic plate exposed

for a short time before and after the instant in question. This distribution depends on the dura-

tion of exposure as well as the time at which it is started, but is sufliciently definite for practical

purposes. This practical procedure of exposing a plate for a finite time, say to ~t ~t& is equiva-

lent to the mathematical process of replacing a given function f(t) by a second function qb(t)

defined by

'o This statement assumes that the expansion ig mg, de ig terms of normalized wave

functions.
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t&tn
f(t) = f(t), if tp ( t & tg

' @(t) = 0, if

and performing a Fourier analysis on cp(t). For every pair of values of tg~tp and t = {t$+tn)/t'2

we get a definite distribution function which has a certain claim toward the title "distribution
function for t =t." Applying this idea to the case of an expansion of the type (u) where the c's

vary slowly with time, we see that the instantaneous energy distribution function will neces-
sarily be continuous but will have sharp maxima and minima near the energies E~ of the un-
perturbed system and will, in fact, be an approximation to the discontinuous spectrum postu-
lated by Born's hypothesis. It can also be proved that if the c's are suddenly stabilized at any
give»nstant by removing the perturbations which cause the c's to vary and if we determine by
Fourier analysis the energy distribution function for all future time, we shall get exactly Born's
result. In other words, Born's identification of c c * at the instant t with the instantaneous
p«bability of the energy E„ is mathematically sound if we define the latter quantity as the
p«ba»lity of E., for all future time, mhich mouLd be created by removaL of the perturbation at the

instant in question.

(d) It should be emphasized that the adoption of Born's statistical interpretation means
that the wave functions have meaning only in connection with ensembles of atoms. It seems
clear that if a wave function did exist for an individual atom, it would still be impossible to
measure it, although in the case of an ensemble of similar atoms the observation of f/* is at
least conceivable. If we adopt Bridgman's operational point of view we must then refuse to
attribute objective reality to the wave functions except in connection with ensembles of
identical systems. This view becomes even more inescapable when one considers the relation
between the observed orbits of large scale bodies or of electrons and the associated wave packets.
The wave packets must in all cases increase steadily in volume with time just as a blob of
radiation emerging from a small aperture increases in volume with time. If, however, we ob-
serve that at any instant a particle is in the neighborhood of some particular point this observa-
tion modifies our expectation for the future and makes it necessary to discard our original wave-
packet and substitute, as a basis for prediction, a new one based on our observation. This
substitution of a new wave function for the old makes sense only if we adhere strictly to the
view that wave functions are simply tools for the description of the statistical behavior of
ensembles of identical mechanical systems.

The reader is referred to a recent paper of Lewis and Mayer, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 1S,
127 (1929) for other very interesting considerations in this line.

On this basis the change in the value of c„c„*produced by any given per-
turbation measures the fraction of the whole number of systems in the en-
semble which pass into the corresponding energy level as a result of the per-
turbation. We proceed to outline a scheme for computing this change in the
case of a radiation field.

For simplicity let us assume that the radiation consists of a system of plane
waves moving in the direction of the x-axis and polarized with the electric
vector parallel to the y-axis. In conformity with the perturbation theory of
Section 4, 3 we assume a finite wave train described for convenience by a com-
plex Fourier integral. Let the vector potential and electric force be
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Here a is a real parameter which determines the amplitude of the wave
system, while the complex function &p„(v) fixes the wave form and may be sub-
jected to the condition

Q„$„+de=i. (12)

In the case of a radiation field the divergence of the vector potential
vanishes. Using this fact and multiplying Eq. (7) by —k'/Sn't& we reduce it
to the form (neglecting the term (e'/2t&c') g; ~A &'& ~'),

h e ' B B B h 8$
He+ —Q A, &&' +A„&&'& +A, &" &p= —

~ (13)
27rz p c &=I BS~ By2 B z 2

2x'z 8 I

where Ho is the unperturbed Hamiltonian operator. Introducing the first of
Eqs. (11) and identifying the parameter X of Section 4, 3 with &&& we obtain the
following expression for the perturbing operator F(t):

h e B
F= — —Qf(t —z,/c)

2Ãz pc

The first step in carrying through the perturbation scheme of Section 4, 3
is to evaluate the matrix elements

If the wave-lengths of the radiation field are all large compared with the
atomic dimensions we may regard A as constant over the atom and may
replace f(t —x;/c) by the value of f(t —et/c) at the nucleus of the atom in com-
puting F „(t). If the origin is at the nucleus

h B
F (t) = f(t) u„*—Q —— —u„d&&.pc;=I, 2m z By;

P;( k/2ire)-8/&ty; will be recognized as the operator associated with the y
component of the linear momentum (Cf. Section 3, 2 pp. 192-3). The integral
in the right hand member is therefore the matrix element of p„(m; n) of the ma-

trix defined by the expansion

pvum = Qpe(m &rn)un ~ (16)

p„(m, n) in turn is the amplitude of the corresponding element p„(m, n/t) of the
matrix function of t associated with p„ in the theory of Heisenberg, Born, and
Jordan. The latter matrix is defined by an expansion similar to (16) with u„
and u„replaced by &P and &P„respectively. Thus

h 8
p„(m, n)e&"'"&&s~ s~&'= p„(m, n—/t) = -lt &p~* Q ———&pmde. (I'1)

2xz By;
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Classically the hnear momentum is p/e times the time derivative of the
electric moment and a similar theorem holds for tbecorresponding matrices.
Let P„denote the y component of the electric moment, i.e., g;e;y; and let
P„(m,n/t) and P„(m,n) denote elements of the matrices of P„based on the
functions f and e respectively. Then

(s/p) p„(m, I/i) =P„(m, m/t) = (2+i/h) (E E)P-„(rs,e/k) (18a)

and consequently

(e/p) p„(m, e) = (2wi/h)(E —E) P„(m, e) . (18b)

With the aid of Eq. (18b) the expression for F „(i) can be thrown into the
form

2xi
F„„(t)= (E„E„)P,(r—s, N)f(t).

hc
(19)

The hrst order perturbations of the wave functions are now determined
from Eq. (I, 179) which, with p set equal to unity, should read"

f,(T) =(2si/h) )I F (t')e'~'" »"dt' (20)

where v„„is defined by

»m»=E~ —&n= —» ~.

By combining Eqs. (19) and (20) and introducing the complex Fourier coefFi-
cientP„of Eq. (11)we obtain"

f„„(T)= ——P„(mw)P„(v„„),
h

and 6nally in 6rst approximation

(21)

2irz
c„=c„' ag c-' P„(rN»)p„(v„)+

h
(22)

"Unfortunately the factor e'~i"h "was accidentally omitted in preparing the manuscript
of Part I.

"To elucidate this result we find first by substituting from Eqs. (11) and (19) for f(t)
and F~ (t) respectively into Eq. (20),

{1) 4''
f (T) ~ — —v P„(mn) f(t')e~ '"m»"dt'.

0

But from the definition of the Fourier Integral and Eq. (11),

2&&&»Ns -ao

The replacement of the integral with respect to t' over the region 0 to T by an integral from—~ to + ~ is valid because we have assumed explicitly f(t') ~0 unless 0 6 t' & T'.
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The same result is obtained somewhat more directly, but less rigorously, if
one treats the product E„P„as a perturbing potential function depending
explicitly on the time.

In case the radition field is not plane polarized, Eq. (22) is to be replaced by

(23)

where P(mn) and P(i „)are vectors derived from the vector electric moment
and vector electric force respectively. "

It is convenient at this stage of the argument to introduce the quantity
4 defined by the equation

(24)

In case all the atoms are initially in the same state m Eq. (I, 180) shows that
4 „measures the fraction of the atoms transferred from the state m to the
state e by the perturbing field. Hence we may call C a transition probabil-
ity for jumps from the state m to the state n. Some analysis is required, how-

ever, before we can make the connection betwee~ C and the corresponding
transition probability as defined by Einstein. The derivation of the black-
body radiation formula by the latter author is based on the assumption that
the rate of increase of the number of atoms, N, in the state e d'ue to absorp-
tion in a natural radiation field is given by an expression of the form

dX = g(N 8„„—N„B„)N()„„)

where u(v„) is the monochromatic energy density of the field, and the 8's
are the probabilities of jumps from the state es to the state n and from n to m

respectively, per atom per unit time when ii(v„) is unity. It is evident that
if the present theory is to harmonize with Einstein's it must be possible to
derive Eq. (25) from Eq. (23). Since Einstein's theory ignores fluctuations
from thermodynamic equilibrium we can identify N„ in Eq. (25) with the prod-
uct of the number of atoms per unit volume, N, by the mean value of c„c„*
obtained by averaging over all the atoms and also over an interval of time
long enough to eliminate all high frequency terms. " (1/N)dN„/dt then be-
comes identical with the average "secular" rate of increase of q„q„+, and we
have to prove that

(26)

"The large round brackets indicate a scalar product.
1' %e here treat each individual atom in any small volume element of a gas by the wave

mechanics, neglecting all interactions. Each individual atom in the element then has its own

p function correlated with an imaginary ensemble of similar independent atoms. Although the
different atoms in the volume element are physically indistinguishable, a confusion of the
group actually present in the element with the ensemble which defines the lII' function of any
one of them is undesirable. Cf. the discussion on p. 45.
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It is also permissible to restrict the proof to the case where the perturbing ra-
diation field is "natural. " This restriction is interpreted to mean that the
field consists of many superposed short wave trains whose phases are distrib-
uted at random.

By Eq. (I, 180) there are terms of the form chic '*f~„(T)f~„*(T)in the ex-
pression for c,(T)c„*(T),but these average to zero for the special conditions
under consideration and it is possible to prove" that Eq. (26) holds in first
approximation with

Sm'
B „n(v„)= =

~
P(mn)

~
'n(v„),

T 3h'
(27)

or

8x'B. .=B„„=
( P(mn) (

. (28)

In virtue of Eq. (18) the above theoretical expression for the Einstein transi-
tion probability 8 „can be expressed in the alternative form

2ne'
~

p(m, n) )
'

~tR-vent
3ls' (E„—E„)' (29)

provided that E„is not equal to 8„.
The theory is applicable to degenerate systems if we interpret B„„„asthe

transition probabi1ity from one elementary state to another and not from one
energy level to another. For such systems it is desirable to introduce a more
complete notation in which each of the symbols te and n is replaced by a pair
of symbols one of which designates the energy level while the other indicates
the particular sub-state under consideration. B„„„then goes over into B(m,
I +n, k) -with m and n designating the energy levels. Eq. (25) becomes

—1lr„v = Q [1V~(B(m, l +n, k) X„~B-(n,k—vm—, l) ]n(v„„).
dh

(30)

Summing both sides over all values of k (i.e., over all sub-states of the nth
energy level) we obtain

with

dE„d
Z&» = Z[&~B~-~ &~B~-~ln(v —)

dt dt
(31)

QB(m, f n, k)

(32)

@ M. Born, Zeits. f. Physik 40, ) &7 (1926);J. C. Slater, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 13, 7 (192'l}.
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Here g„denotes the statistical weight of the energy level E„,and is equal to
the number of degenerate levels associated with symbol m, thus being equal
to N /N„&. Eq. (31) agrees with the Einstein form for degenerate systems,
and Eqs. (32) are in conformity with the familiar relation

Eq. (19) shows that a radiation field has no tendency to produce transi-
tions from one member of a degenerate group of states to another member of
the same group.

Eq. (27) shows that to a first approximation the intensity of any absorp-
tion line is proportional to the square of the absolute value of the correspond-
ing matrix element of the dipole moment of the atomic system. To get the
absorption (and hence emisson) due to the quadrupole moment which is im-
portant in connection with the appearance of "forbidden" lines in nebular
spectra" one must take into account the variation in the vector potential A
over the volume of the atom, which was neglected in deriving Eq. (15).

Evaluation of the matrix elements P(mn) or p(rnn) yields the familiar
selection principles for the magnetic and azimuthal quantum numbers of
atomic systems. "In the case of the two-body problem, for example, using the
wave functions of Sect. 2, 6 we obtain

P,(n', l', rn'; n", l",rn") =e Jt R„,i R„-i r'dr Jt Oi, Oi " sin 8 cos Hd8

0 0

21r 00

X @~ @~»d4 =&
( &~ ~rR~»)re& dF ~gr, ~rrpy8nsr, ~ r,

0 0

(33)

with similar expressions for the matrix components of P„and P,.
The theory can be extended to include the continuous part of the absorp-

tion spectrum as well as the discontinuous part. To this end the perturbation
theory of Section 4, 3 must be completed by the inclusion of the continuous
characteristic functions in the expansion of the perturbed function [Eq. (68) t.
For details the reader is referred to the original papers of Wentzel and others. "

4. EMISSION) DISPERSION) AND SCATTERING

Einstein s derivation of the black body radiation formula is based on the
assumption that the mean rate of emission per unit volume of the frequency
v „associated with the quantum jump m —+n in a gas in thermal equilibrium
is given by an expression of the form

&(&ma) =Nm& ~-a»ma (34)

where N is the average number of atoms or molecules per unit volume in the
state m, and 2 „ is a constant dependent only on the nature of the gas.

"Cf. James H. Bartlett, Phys. Rev. 34, 1247 {1929)."For details see L. Brillouin, Journ. de Physique 8, 74 (1927).
' G. %entzel, Zeits. f. Physik 40, 574 (1926). J. R. Oppenheimer, Zeits. f. Physik 41,

268 (1927); Phys. Rev. 31, 66 (1928). P. A. M, Dirac, Proc. Roy. Soc. A113, 621 (1927).
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The coefFicients A „are called "transition probabilities for spontaneous
emission" and are related to the corresponding absorption probabilities by
the equation

A„„„=(Ss.h~ „'jC')8

Combining Einstein's well-grounded and widely accepted theory with the
wave-mechanics formula for 8 developed in the preceding article we ar-
rive at an indirect method for computing S(v „), and hence the intensities of
emission lines in gaseous spectra, applicable to all cases in which Eq. (34) is
valid and values of N are obtainable. In the case of purely thermal radia-
tion where the departure from thermodynamic equilibrium is small, the "pop-
ulation numbers" E can be estimated from the Maxwell-Boltzman law. In
other cases these numbers are uncertain, but it is reasonable to assume in the
case of an electric discharge that the populations of states whose energies are
nearly the same are proportional to the statistical weights, as they are for
thermal equilibrium. This assumption seems to be in accordance with the
experimental facts. At the worst we can test the theory under conditions in
which the population numbers are unknown by measuring and computing the
relative intensities of the diR'erent spectrum lines originating in a common up-
per energy level.

A more direct method of computing emission intensities is highly desir-
able, however, and in the last analysis necessary. Eq. (34) asserts in effect the
incoherence of the radiation fields of neighboring atoms and is therefore
inapplicable when the electromagnetic waves sent out by neighboring atoms
have definite phase relationships. Consider, for example, the metallic reflec-
tion of resonance radiation observed by Wood at the surface of a resonance
bulb of mercury vapor. "The regularity of the reflection and the polarization
of the reflected light show clearly thatin this case the emission of the surface
atoms is coherent so that amplitudes add, rather than intensities. By lower-
ing the pressure, however, there is a continuous transition between this regu-
lar reHection and the emission of diHuse incoherent fluorescence light by the
irradiated vapor. Similarly in the case of ordinary dispersion we have to do
with elementary wavelets emitted by adjacent atoms with definitely related
phases although the frequency emitted is a frequency of forced vibration
which does not happen to coincide with any of the transition frequencies of
the atoms,

As a first step toward the development of a theory of emission applicable
to coherent as well as incoherent conditions we observe that since the f
functions give a statistical description of the atomic motions while the elec-
tric and magnetic vectors give a corresponding statistical description of the
emitted streams of photons, it is to be expected c priori that E and 0 for the
emitted radiation shall be determined by the P functions just as in the classi-
cal theory 8 and H were determined by the motion of the electrical charges.
Schrodinger's original suggestion was that the chargedensity p to be used in

' R. W. Wood, Phil. Mag. (6) 18, 187 (1909); (6) 23, 689 (1912); R. W Wood and M.
Kimura, Phil. Mag. (6) 32, 329 (1916).
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Maxwell's equations should be identified, in the case of a single electron, with
epli*. From our present point of view this means that p is to be identified with
the statistical average charge per unit volume at the point in question. If the
vector current density for a single electron is identified with

eh
[P grad f* f*g—rad P]

4mI/t, i
(36)

[Cf. Part I, Section 3, 2] the law of continuity is satisfied, as well as the law
of the conservation of electricity. In the case of a system of many electrons
p(x, y, z) and the current density are to be obtained by summing up the con-
tributions of a11 the individual charges. The formulas are cumbersome but need
not be introduced explicitly here since in practice the radiation field of a
microscopic emitter is su%ciently determined by its dipole moment. In con-
formity with the above definition of p one may compute the statistical mean
value of the electric moment P from the formula

n

= jf ger;//*dr
all coordinate space

(3'7)

where r is the radius vector from the origin to the point (x, y, z).
Expanding P in terms of the characteristic funct'ions and neglecting the

continuous spectrum as usual, we obtain

P(t) = Q gc *c„P(m,e/t) = Q Qc„*g~(m, m)e'~~"", "' (38)

where P(m, n/t) and P(m, n) are elements of the vector matrices of P based
on the functions P(x, t) and u(x) respectively. (Cf. p. 8.) The matrix
P(m, n/t) is Hermitian so that each term in the above sum is the complex
conjugate of the term obtained by interchanging the values of m and n.
Hence P(/) is real, as it should be. Eq. (38) shows that the frequencies of the
electric moment as defined are identical with those given by the Bohr frequency
condition and hence gives initial assurance that we are on the right track.

To determine the mean rate of emission of energy per atom in an ensemble
with wave function P we insert P(t) for the electric moment in the classical
electrodynamic formula

d'P '—= —[(P.)'+(P„)'+(P.)']
3c' dh' 3c'

(39)

Using the series of Eq. (38) and reducing, we obtain
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Defining A „by Eqs. (35) and (28), this becomes

I= 2 Z I
c

I
'I c

I

'A „,hy„„.
v~~&0

(40)

Thus we find the emitted stream of energy made up of a sum of terms each
having one of the frequencies of the actual spectrum and proportional to the
corresponding transition probability A . The theory is in harmony with
the classical electromagnetic theory in the limiting case of a macroscopic
system whose configuration can be sharply defined by a suitable wave packet
since in this case P(f) reduces to the classical electric moment.

When, however, we apply our equation to the emission of radiation by a
gas wt. strike a snag. Strictly speaking, we should treat the entire sample of
gas as a single electro-mechanical system and compute the emission from a
single function describing an ensemble of such systems. As this method of at-
tack is too difficult, we content ourselves with a short cut suggested byclassical
considerations. Let us assume that the radiation from any element of volume
can be obtained by compounding the electric moments of a set of independ-
ent atoms each of which is a member of a separate ensemble with a separate
f function. The electric moment of the volume element dxdyds is then the
sum of the values of P(t) for all atoms in the element. If the phases of the
p's are haphazard, the intensities of emission add and the mean rate of emis-
sion of frequency v „is~'

Z I'I'I -I'A--.h-
All atoms

Let N denote the number of atoms per unit volume. Then the rate of emission
of the frequency v „per unit volume is

S(v„„)= W
i
c„

i

'
i
c„[ 'A„„hv„, (41)

where the bar denotes an average over theatoms in the element. Clearly
may be identified with the number of atoms per unit volume in the

state m. Were it not for the factor Ic„ I' in the right hand member, Eq. (41)
would be in satisfactory agreement with Eq. (34). This factor, however,
makes the emission of energy of any frequency depend on the number of
atoms in the corresponding lower energy level as well as on the number in the
upper energy level, and is in violent conflict with Einstein s theory and with
experience.

The difhculty here encountered is fundamental and apparently can be
met only by a modification of our conception of the electromagnetic field.
The necessity for such modification was foreshadowed in early papers on the
matrix mechanics by Born and Jordan, and by Born, Heisenberg, and Jor-
dan" who assumed from the beginning that the kinematics of the electric and

" In order to take into account the eA'ect of collisions between atoms, the perturbations
by the ever present radiation field, or the damping effect of radiation resistance, one must
regard the c 's and c 's as functions of the time. In that case it would be necessary to average
the product with respect to time as well as over all the atoms in the volume element.

~' M. Born and P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 34, 858 (1925); M. Born, K. Heisenberg, and
P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 35, 557 (1926),
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magnetic vectors must be the same as that of the coordinates and momenta
of matter particles. To be specific, they assumed the validity of Maxwell's
equations for the electromagnetic field but re-interpreted the dependent vari-
ables E and H in these equations as matrix functions of the coordinates
instead of ordinary vector point functions. From the point of view of this
review, this means that they regard F- and H as quantities which are only
partially determinate like the p's and g's in the wave mechanics of a system
of material particles.

The plausibility of this procedure is perhaps most evident in the case of a
radiation field in an evacuated rectangular box with perfectly reffecting
walls. It is well known'~ that in the case of such a box the classical electro-
magnetic theory permits the resolution of the most general radiation field
into the sum of an infinite series of discrete simple harmonic normal modes of
vibration. The instantaneous amplitude of one of these vibrations may be
regarded as a normal coordinate of the system and the equations of motion
may be thrown into Lagrangian or Hamiltonian form. If q„ is any normal
coordinate and p„ is the conjugate momentum, the expressions for the elec-
tric force 8 and vector potential A are of the form

E= Qq„f„(x,y, s) = QE„;

A= g&„a„f„(x,y, z) = gA„.

The analogy between the equations of motion of the normal coordinates of
this electromagnetic field and the equations of motion of the coordinates of a
system of particles suggests at once that we treat the former like the latter
and set up a wave equation based on the Hamiltonian function similar to that
used in the treatment of a system of particles. The Heisenberg uncertainty
principle then applies to the conjugate variables p„and q„and hence in a
slightly modified form to the corresponding values of F and A„.

Lorentz" has further shown that classica11y the same normal coordinates
for the radiation field can be used to describe an interaction between matter
and radiation in a box with perfectly reffecting walls, and Dirac" has been
notably successful in dealing with the problem of the emission and absorp-
tion of radiation on the basis of quantum mechanics applied to matter and
electromagnetic field together, using the device of the perfectly reffecting box
to reduce the equations of motion to Hamiltonian form. In this way he
derives the above formulas for the transition probabilities A and 8
and a theory of dispersion in a single self-consistent theory. The authors will
not attempt, however, to review here these most important, but somewhat
abstruse, papers of Dirac, primarily because up to this point we have not
developed the necessary mathematical machinery.

"Cf. H. A. Lorentz in the report of the Solvay Conference of 1911: "La Theoric du
Rayonnement et les Quanta, " p. 12, Paris, 1912. The discussion by Lorentz is not limited to
the case where the box is completely evacuated."P. A. M. Dirac, Proc. Roy. Soc. A114, 243 and 710 (1927).
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It will be worth while, however, to examine briefly a less radical procedure
recently suggested by Frenkel" which is based on the early discussion of the
electromagnetic field from the matrix point of view by Born and Jordan. "
The fundamental idea is that since P (l) [Cf. Eqs. (37) and (38)] is the statis-
tical mean value of the electric moment of the emitting system, the electric
and magnetic forces computed from it by classical formulas may be expected
to be statistical mean values of the actual electric and magnetic forces for
individual systems in the ensemble. To determine the corresponding rate of
emission we have to compute the statistical mean value of the Poynting
vector and then integrate over all directions of emission. If we now use the
classical formula

CP=—ZQH
4m.

for the computation of 8 from 8 and H' we obtain the incorrect expression
(40) for the mean rate of emission. On the other hand we may proceed as
follows. First we use the classical electromagnetic formulas"

E t+—= -- r rp —,I t+—= — ro)& ——

to compute from each matrix component P(m, n/t) of P corresponding ma-
trix elements of 8 and H. Although these elements are functions of time we
indicate them by simple subscripts as E„„and H„„repectively. From the
definitions of P and of matrix elements it follows that

E= g gc„*c~„; H= g Pc„*c H„, (44)

in analogy with Eq. (38). We now compute the Poynting vector N from the
modified formulas

(43)

and"

C

Q(Ea~XH~g —Ha XE„s).
8x a

Forming the time average of the statistical average 8, we find that

(45a)

(46)

+ J. Frenkel, "Einfiihrung in die%ellenmechanik, " Berlin, 1929, Chap. III, (S. Frenkel's
volume reached us after the completion of Part I of this review.

~ Here ro denotes an unit vector along the radius drawn from the atomic center to the
point for which 8 and H are to be calculated.

~ By definition (Ea XH~a) ( & = (Ea &»H a&'& -Ea &&FI a(») where Ea (» is the yah corn-
ponent of the vector matrix Ea, etc. Cf. also footnote 28.



E. C. EE3/IJ3LE AND E. L. HILL

At this point Frenkel proceeds to take the unjustified step of replacing
( ~c„~'+ ~c» ~s) by 2 ~c„~'. With this arbitrary alteration one gets

Vssk& P

for the mean rate of emission in agreement with Eq. (34).
The above method of computing 8 up to Eq. (47) is exactly what we

should expect to employ if the vectors 8, H, and 9 for the field of the atom
are, like the electric moment P itself, definite functions of the p's and g's of
the atom. Then the classical formulas for 8, H, and 8 in terms of the p's and
g's determine operators Oz(z, y, z, f), Orr(x, y, z, f), and O@(sc, y, z, t) which
may be used to compute 8, H, and 8 from the f function of the emitting
ensemble of atoms. Defining the desired mean values by means of the
operators as in Part I, Sect. 3 and expanding f in terms of the characteristic
functions we obtain

8= )l g»Ozigdr= Qc„sc~,
V», Sa

H= ~t fsOiigdr = gc„sc„H,
R, fr»

8= t g'0@/dr= Qc,sc„8„,.
st, tr»

(4fo

The matrix elements 8,H „as defined by Eqs. (48) may readily be proved
to be identical with the elements 8„„,H „previously defined in terms of
P(trr, n/f) (at least to the approximation to which Eqs. (43) are valid classi-
cally)." It remains to show that 8„„is properly defined by Eq. (45a). The
desired proof is a corollary on a general theorem of fundamental importance
for the matrix formulation of the quantum mechanics (cf. the next section).

Theorem: Let 0 and Ot denote two operators associated with the dynam-
ical variables cr and P. Let n„„be the matrix element defined by the equiva-
lent equations

I Classically in the case of a system of electrons of equal mass and charge

d'i' e . e—,= —Zp= ——Z grad V
dt~ p, , ga

where grad; V denotes the gradient with respect to the coordinates of the j+ particle. We may
then use -(s/s)gggrad, V as an operator for d'P/dt» and by combination with Eqs. (43) work

out the operators O~ and Q~. With the aid of the vector equivalent of Eq. {18a) and a
generalization for Eq. (I, 92) it is then possible to show that

d'~ e g grady V
4Q p j

and thus establish the equivalence of the two definitions of the matrices for 8 and H +.
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(50)

Let P „be defined in the same way. Finally, let O~ denote the operator prod-
uctO 0&. Then

Vmn QPmk~kn P&knPmk ~

k Is

(5I)

Tllc rlgllt l1arld 111cInhcr of Eq. (51) 1s hy dchnltlon thc clc1nc11t. (Bss) of 'thc

matrix product {P „I {n„„}so that the theorem states that the matrix of
the product of two operators is the product of the matrices of the operators
taken separately, the two products being formed in inverse order. 's

Proof: It is only necessary to expand Os/ in accordance with Eq. (50)
and then apply the operator 0 to each term in the expansion. Then

0,0 =O. QP krak= QP k Qkkk |I' = Q QP kr k. }4'
k k e n Is

(52)

This proves the theorem subject to the condition that is legitimate to apply
the operator O. term hy term to the series gkp kfkn

Returning now to the Poynting vector, we observe that in view of the
classical formula (42) we may de6nc 0@hy an equation of the form

C

0@=—Og XOa.
4n

(55)

Here we may identify Qg and O~ with the vector operators

Og =iOx+j Oy+ kOg

Oyg
——iO +jOp+ kO~

where X, F, Z, rk, p, y, are the components of 8 and H respectively. Ex-
panding (53) in terms of the corresponding scalar components we find an

It is well known that the commutative law of ordinary multiplication does not apply to
matrix multiplication and obviously it cannot apply to the multiplication of such operators as
g and 8/dq. For a presentation of the elements of matrix algebra the reader is referred to
Bocher's "Higher Algebra" or to any of the current introductions to the matrix mechanics.
Cf. also p. 25 ahead.

The inversion of order between the operator products and matrix products is an unhappy
peculiarity of the present presentation of the subject, traceable in the first instance to the con-
vention regarding the order of the subscripts in the equations w'hich define the matrices in
terms of the operators ((I, i3j.) and (49) and (50) above). Due to our original unfortunate
choice of the sign of the exponent of the time factor of lf, it was necessary to arrange the sub-
scripts as we have done in order to get the same matrix elements (Hermitian case only) as
those used by Born, Heisenberg, and Jordan in the matrix mechanics. The reader should take
warning from this horrible example of the results of unconventionality.
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ambiguity regard ing the order of the factors in the individual terms. %'e
resolve this ambiguity by using in each case the mean value of the two
products in direct and reverse order. This method of defining 0@ gives the
corresponding matrix Hermitian form, and Eq. (45a) now follows as a
corollary.

This completes the justification of Eq. (46) and indicates that one can
make a certain amount of progress by the comparatively simple "quanti-
zation of the field" used in Eqs. (43) and (45a). The result is still in-
correct, to be sure, since Eq. (47) cannot be derived from Eq. (46) by
any legitimate procedure, but Frenkel's method does represent an advance
over that employed on p. 14.

Consider next the phenomena of dispersion and scattering. Classically we
account for them as due to the emission of secondary wavelets by atoms and
molecules executing forced vibrations under the inHuence of the primary light
waves. The first step in the theory is to compute the electric moment of the
atom from the equations of motion of the electrons treated as oscillators held
to fixed positions of equilibrium by elastic forces. Eqs. (43) are then used to
compute the electric forces of the wavelets due to the individual atoms, and
these are combined with due regard to amplitude and phase to give the
scattered radiation and the coherently emitted beam which produces dis-
persion and reHection. In the quantum theory we may follow the same
general program, the first step being the computation of the perturbed value
of the mean electric moment of an individual atom under the inHuence of a
monochromatic radiation field.

Let the field consist of a sinusoidal train moving along the x-axis with its
initial wave-front at x = ct. We assume that the waves are polarized with the
electric vector parallel to the y-axis, and define the vector potential by the
equation

A „= nf(t x—/c) = ——n sin 2xve(t x/c), —
=0

t x/c) 0;—
t —x/c &0.

Ke may use the machinery of Section 4, 3 and Section 5, 3, neglecting as
before the variation in the phase of the radiation field over the volume of the
individual atom Let $ de. note the x coordinate of the center of gravity of the
atom or molecule under consideration. Replacing the fixed time rof Section
5, 3 by the variable time t of Eqs. (I, 178-179) we have in first approxima-
tion

, (j.)
c (t) =c„'+a Qci, 'fi,. (t)

where

(i) 4 2g pt'
fi, (t) = — vi Pv(kst), l f(t' $/c)e' '"~'dt'—

hC ~ g=gn
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Expressing f($ —g/&) in terms of exponentials and carrying out the integra-
tion, the latter equation becomes

f2~i [(vrs~+vo) t-vol/cl g2~iva~ 5/c

fg„(t) =—r p„P„(kyar)
hc V/ m+ VO

~2xi [(vga-vo) t+voj/c] e2trw fsrn$/c

(57)
V/m —

Vo

provided that the radiation frequency v0 is not equal to the characteristic
frequency v/, „,a condition which we shall suppose satis6ed. Using the per-
turbed values of the c's given by Eqs. (55) and (5'I) in the general expression
(38) for the mean electric moment of the atom, multiplying out, neglecting
terms in the square of the amplitude of the light wave, and reducing, we
obtain

+—QP(kN)P„(mk)v x
hc

-~2tri [(vrrsn+vo) t—vo]/c] ~2x'i(vfrnt+vrnlr&/c)

~2~i f (van —vo) t+vo$/c j ~2tri (van t+vrgfs$/c)

~2~i [(van —vo) t+vog/cl ~2~i(vmat+vkn5ic)

+—QP*(krN) P„~(Nk) v„g
hc Vnk+V0

~2o'i [(vnsn+vo) t—vo)/c] &2rri (vmfst+vknp/c)

Vna —
VO

(58)

The coef6cients of the initial amplitude products c„' c make up what
we may call the perturbed value of the electric moment matrix P(m, n/t)
to be used in computing E„„and H„„. The terms having the frequencies
v ~ and v/, „ indicate a slight modi6cation of the emission intensities due to
the incidence of the perturbing light wave. In practice they would be quickly
damped out by the radiation resistance which is always present, though we
cannot include it in our theory, and w e therefore neglect them.

There are three sorts of terms in the matrix, viz. , those having the char-
acteristic frequencies v „of the unperturbed atom and giving rise to spon-
taneous incoherent emission; those having the frequency of the exciting
light and producing reflection, dispersion, and normal Rayleigh scattering;
and finally those having combination frequencies and producing Raman
scattering. The Compton modified type of scattering is not represented in
the above formula, as it does not take into account the continuous spectrum
of characteristic functions of the atom. Compton scattering is entirely
analogous to Raman scattering except that it is accompanied by atomic
transitions from discrete energy levels to levels in the continuous spectrum. 29

"In other words, the energy given up by a photon which experiences Compton scattering
produces ionization of the atom struck, while the energy given up by a photon which experi-
ences Raman scattering merely produces excitation of the atom struck.
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The diagonal terms obtained by setting m equal to n are responsible
for normal scattering and dispersion. If D(t) is used to denote the part of
the mean electric moment coming from these diagonal terms, we have, after
some juggling of terms,

2&X' &2n t',vst; &
—2m tv'

D(t) =— 2 I
c„

I
8 Qv gP( ke) P„(nk) — — (59)

hc I'no+ I'o ~~a —~o

where the symbol R indicates that only the real part of the expression which
follows it is to be considered, and where t stands for (t $/c). S—D.

Although we have assumed a light wave polarized with the electric vector
parallel to the y-axis, the above formula shows that the part of the induced
electric moment having the frequency vo is not rigorously parallel to the
y-axis. In consequence the scattered light is not completely polarized.
The high degree of polarization observed experimentally is accounted for
by the fact that while P„(ts, n) P„(n, m) is equal to IP„(n, m) I' and hence is
essentially positive, such products as P, (m, n) P„(e, m) may be either positive
or negative, and will on the average tend to cancel each other when one
carries out the summation indicated in Eq. (59).

The important y-component of D which is alone responsible for ordinary
dispersion is readily reduced to the form

4ct7l vo

To get the electric moment per unit volume we average D„o» r all the atoms
in a unit volume. Denoting the number of atoms per unit volume by
we have

Electric moment per unit volume
n' —1 =kr-

Primary electric force

(61)

This is Kramer's dispersion formula. The appearance of Ic„' I' with a nega-
tive sign shows that the atoms in the lower energy levels make contribu-
tions to dispersion opposite in sign to those in the upper energy levels.

Eq. (61) can be put in more conventional form by using our previous considerations
(Section 5, 3) on degenerate systems. We replace the indices (n, nz) by (n, l; m, k) where l and k
are the quantum numbers which determine the orientation of the atom in space; i.e., l and k

'o In deriving the above formula one makes use of the fact that since the operator for P or
for any one of its components is a real function of the coordinates, the matrix P(m, e) is
Hermitian. The reader will observe that the matrix elements of P and P„which appear ex-
plicitly in (59) are the unperturbed elements.
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are the magnetic quantum numbers associated with the elementary states e and tn. In the
absence of any constant external fields we may write

g )
c.', , (

P g...(P„(s,l;m, k)(P(, )I

1 1 1P —
[ c,' [

' Q v.
]

&(ser l; m, k) )
' (62)

n i gvk pn, P Vpkppp VO

as the v, 's do not depend on the quantum numbers l and k, and also as '

g )
Pv(s, l; sc, k} )

' =
p g )

P(ic, l; m, k)
)

'
l, k l „rc

by symmetry. But by Eqs. (28) and (32)

3h' 3c'hg ( P(, l , k} j
' ='B-

8m 64m v„e

Combining Eqs. (61), (62), and (64) we get

Sc' . ..(..—")
Xc'Xc A

Vvkvn) O Vnpps (Vnpn VO )

(63)

(64)

(6S)

The Rayleigh scattering for a gas can be computed from the induced
electric moment per atom D as in the classical theory by adding the intensi-.
ties of the waves scattered by the di6'erent atoms. The justification for this
procedure depends on the haphazard location of gas molecules, or on the
fluctuations in gas density, according to one's point of view.

The Raman scattering comes from the non-diagonal terms in Eq. (58).
Neglecting the terms involving only the characteristic frequencies of the
atom, and the terms which produce normal scattering and dispersion, we
may lump the others together and call the resultant the "Raman moment"
R(t) of the atom. This gives

crir P(kvc)Pv(m k) v p P*(km) Pv*(lk) v p„
R„„(l)=- + e2m i (vo+Vvrpvp) t

kc - i'c v~p+vp v&Ic vo

P(kpc)Pv(mk)v p P*(km)Pv*(vck)vp„+ c—pm iirr —v~„) t (66)
A: v~I —vo v&k+ vo

This is substantially the expression for a typical element of the Raman
moment matrix of the atomic system as used elsewhere by the authors in
discussing the Raman effect."

If we compute the intensities of the various Raman lines by means of
Eq. (66) we meet with the same difficulty as in dealing with spontaneous

3& This formula is of considerable generality, and is intimately connected with the question
of "spectroscopic stability. " Eqs. (62) and (63) can be shown to be correct to a very high degree
of approximation even in case one or more constant external fields are present. Cf. J. H. Van
Vleck, Phys. Rev. 29, 727 (1927);30, 31 (1927)."E. L. Hill and E. C. Kemble, Proc. Nat. head. Sci. 15, 387 ($929). In the equation used
in this paper the anti-Stokes terms of the Raman moment (i.e. those with frequencies greater
than that of the exciting light) were omitted, as were the frequency factors v q and vj, in the
numerators of the fractions in Eq. (66).
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emission. The theory makes the intensities depend in a symmetrical way on
the populations of the initial and final energy levels. Yo get an empirica11y
correct formula on'e must first resolve the matrix {R„„(t)} into two parts

R &+&} and {R„&&} associated with the anti-Stokes frequencies (vo+&'„„)
and the Stokes frequencies (v, —»„) respectively. The emission from

~

~

R„„&+&} is then computed using the populations of the upper energy levels,
and from {R„„& & } using the populations of the lower le~cia.

SECTION 6. MATRIX THEORY

I. MATRIX ALGEBRA AND THE CHARACTERISTIC VALUE PROBLEM

In Part I, Section 3, and in subsequent sections we have made use of
certain quantities which we called "matrix elements" because they appear
in sets, each of which can be arranged in a two-dimensional array, or "ma-
trix. " Each such set is derived from some "dynamical variable" n (a func-
tion of the coordinates and momenta of the problem) and from a complete
normalized orthogonal set of functions of the q's, say f&, fz, ,f„, . In order
to find the matrix" of n one must first set up a corresponding operator 0
(in simple cases by the substitution of —(I&/2&ri) &&/Bg& for &»i in the classical
formula for a) and then expand the function 0 f in terms of the complete
set of f's The .matrix element &x(m, n) is then defined by the expansion

0 f„= gn(m, m)f„, (67)

or by the corresponding explicit formula

(68)

8 e usually identify the f's with the characteristic functions which de-

scribe monochromatic solutions of Schrodinger's wave equation. We assume

for the present that this equation has no continuous spectrum. '4 The above
notation for the matrix elements will be used when f„is set equal to the space
factor u (g), but if the complete characteristic function

(g r) 0 (&J)s2xisntlh

is to be used for f„the symbol o&(m, n) will be replaced by n(»&, n/t).

"The matrix of n is said to be a "representation" of the operator Oss. It may be proved

that the operator and the matrix are equivalent in the sense that either one determines the

other. This is true despite the fact that the form of the matrix depends on the particular set

of wave functions which is used. The equivalence depends on the invariant properties of the

elements a(m, ts jt) under a linear substitution of the functions P, a complete study of which

would lead us far afield into the theory of linear substitutions which constitutes part of the

mathematical theory of groups. Cf. A. Landh, "Optik, Mechanik, und Kellenmechanik, "

Sect. VII, Handbuch der Physik XX, Berlin, 1928."Every problem involving a continuous spectrum may be approximated by means of a
modified problem in which the wave function is artificiall required to vanish on some hyper-

sphere of large radius in configuration space,
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The matrices based on the characteristic functions may be used to deter-
mine the mean values of various dynamical variables in the case of an ensem-
ble of systems whose f function is analysed into a sum of orthogonal charac-
teristic functions. Several examples of this use have been given in the pre-
ceding section. It is also possible with the aid of matrices to reduce to a
purely algebraic form much of the computation involved in solving problems
in quantum mechanics. We have, in fact, shown (Part I, Sect. 4, 1) that if
the matrix of the Hamiltonian operator is known for a complete set of nor-
malized orthogonal functions of the coordinates, the location of the correct
energy levels may be reduced to the algebraic problem of solving an infinite
series of simultaneous linear equations in an infinite number of unknowns.
(Cf. Eq. (I, 135)). A further study of this problem forms a natural method
of approach to the matrix mechanics of Heisenberg, Born, and Jordan.

It will be convenient to begin with a brief review of the elements of ma-
trix algebra. For this purpose we introduce the single symboP' A or {A(m, n) I
for the matrix

A (11) A (12)

A ('21) A (22)

A —= j A (m, n) I —=

Two matrices A and B are said to be equal if, and only if, corresponding
elements are equal; i. e. , if

A (m, n) =B(m, n) . m, n = 1,2,

To add or subtract two matrices A and 8 we add or subtract corre-
sponding elements.
Thus

(A+B)(m, n) =A(m, n)+B(m, n).

To multiply two matrices we'use the rule"

(AB)(m, n) = QA(m, k)B(k, ).m

On the basis of the above rule it can readily be shoen that the associative
law of ordinary algebra applies to the multiplication of matrices, although
the commutative law does not. Thus in general

ABABA.

The product of a matrix A and an ordinary number c is the matrix whose
typical element is cA(m, n).

" In the preceding sections we used bold face type to distinguish three-dimensional vectors
from scalars. In the remainder of the article, however, we shall have no need for vectors and
shall reserve the bold face type notation for matrices.
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The unit matrix is defined by

0 0 e ~ ~

0 f 0 ~ 4 ~

0 0 1.

It follows at once that

The inverse or reciprocal of a matrix A is defined, in case it exists, by the
relation

Positive and negative integral powers of A can now be defined by the rules

A"=AAAAAA . to P factors
A-» = (A-')

A'= I.
With the aid of these definitions we may finally establish the usual expo-
nential rules

A"A" =A»+" (A»)" =A»"

for all positive and negative integral powers of A.
Consider now the problem of determining the energy levels of an atomic

system. Let a set of approximate wave functions lf, ', l{P, , f„', . be
given, and let the corresponding matrix for the Hamiltonian operator be
{H'(rn, n/t) j. From the Schrodinger point of view the problem is to replace
the approximate wave functions by exact wave functions lt„p„~
which satisfy the diAerential equation,

h
II/„= E„f„=

2@i 8$

and to locate the corresponding characteristic values of Z. If, however, the
original set of f's forms a complete orthogonal set, any new set is expressible
in terms of the old by means of a suitable linear expansion. Hence the re-
placement of the initial functions by the actual characteristic functions of
the problem may be described as a linear transformation of the initial set
of functions. This transformation has the form

&p = QS(-m, tt/t)f»'.

the coeKcients forming a matrix {5(rrt, n/t) j which completely determines
the transformation. If the new functions, like the old, form a, normalized



orthogonal set, such as can ahvays be picked out from the complete mani-
fold of the solutions of Eq. (7I), the elements of the transformation matrix
satisfy the relation"

QS(II, k/&)S'(m, II/&) =S„„. (73)

Eq. (73) is a generalization of the relations between the direction cosines in
a Iotat1on of axles ln thlee"dlmenslonal spRcc. A 11ncRr tl Rnsfol mat1on which
satisfies (73) Is said to be Rll IIIIllQry tfRIlsfornlRtloI1. "

If we introduce the symbol g for the matrix obtained from 8 by inter-
changing rows and columns, we see that the condition (73) is equivalent to
the matrix equation

But by the definition of the inverse matrix 8 ' given in Eq. (70) this is equiv-
alent to writing

Turning now to the matrix of the Hamiltonian operator, we readily
prove that the application of the transformation whose matrix is 8 to the
f functions leads to a similar linear transformation of the elements of the
matrix of H. Thus

~'( "/0 ~I "i') = f i4

QS*(II,l/1)gri')* Il QS(m 10/'l)pl' Ifr (76)

= QS*(m, l/&)H'(ll, l/&)S(m, k/&).

In the language of matrix algebra, Eq. (76) takes the form

H'~H= SH'8*= SH'8-'.

EquRtlofl (77) describes tile tl Rilsfoi lllatloll of tile Hallllitolllall 111Rtl'IX

due to the substitution of any new complete orthogonal set of functions for
the initial set. %C wish to demand, however, that the new set shall be the
actual characteristic functions of the problem in hand. In that case we have
directly by Eq. (71) that

H(m, II/F) = Jt p„*E p dr=E 3„

In other words, we requll e thc tI Rnsformatlon to CRrry thc matrix of H
over into what is called diogona/ form, all terms dropping out except those

"Cf. section in 6ne print at top of p. 2ii, Part I; also Eq. (I, 182)."This is a slight generalization of the orthogonal transformation adapted to the algebra,
of complex quantities. Cf. H. %'eyl, "Gruppentheorie und guantenmechanik, " p. 16, Leipzig,
1928.
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for which m=n. The diagonal terms are then the desired energy values.
The problem of locating the exact energy levels and exact wave functions
is thus reduced to the problem of finding a matrix 8 which will carry H
over into diagonal form when applied according to the rule of Eq. (77). If
we now equate the right hand member of Eq. (77) to the matrix IE„8„„},
and multiply both sides of the equation behind by the matrix S, we obtain"

Sao= [Z.k„„}S. (79)

Equating the two members of this equation element by element, we obtain
a double infinity of simultaneous equations with the elements of the matrix
8 and the E values as unknowns; i.e.,

QS(m, k/t) [EIO(k, I/t) E„bi„—j = 0, mn=1, 2,

If the initial set of approximate wave functions are of the form

0 ~ 0~2 tr t'Em~ t /A (81)

where the u"s are independent of the time, we can simplify the setof Eqs.
(80). By Eq. (71) p„isof the form u e' 's~'i". HenceEq. (72) is equivalent to

s2s is~lib —QS(m k/t)ii os2visi ilh

It follows that

ii = QS(m, k)Ni, '

where S(m, k) is independent of t and

S(m, k/t) =S(m, k) e"'i'--»'&'«.

Similarly

H'(m k/t) =H'(m k)e"'&'-'-'i'&'».

By means of Eqs. (82) and (83), Eqs. (80) are readily reduced to the time-
free form

QS(m, k) [8'(kn) —E„bi,„)= 0, m, e= 1,2,

The set of equations obtained from the above by picking out all cases in
which m has a given value is identical with the set (I, 135) except for the
detail of notation. As explained in Part I, the solution of these equations
can be carried through in general only by the successive approximations of
perturbation theory.

So far we have used matrices only to re-state, in a different language,
conclusions already reached in Part I by formally different methods. We
can go much further than this, however, with the aid of the theorem of page
18 which states that the matrix of the product of two operators in terms of

3' Qf. Born, Heisenberg, and Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 35, 557 (1926), Eq. (20).
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any given set of orthogonal functions is equal to the product in inverse or-
der of the matrices of the two operators taken independently. Since the
II operator is built up from the operators for the p's and g's, it follows at
once that the H matrix can be built up from the matrices of the p's and q's.
Similarly we can build up the matrix of the electric moment from the matrices
of the p's and q's. Thus the solution of both the energy level problem and
the intensity problem can be made to turn on the determination of
the matrices for the p's and q's. In what follows we shall see that in some
cases, at least, the matrices in question can be found and the whole problem
solved without the specific introduction of the initial orthogonal function
system Pq', P2',

2. THE PROPERTIES OF THE P AND g MATRICES

The matrices for the coordinates g~ and the momenta p~ for a Cartesian
coordinate system are derived from the operators g& and —(k/2z. i)8/Bg&
respectively. In conformity with the last paragraph of Section 3, 4 of Part I
we provisionally define the operator for the momentum conjugate to the
generalized coordinate q& to be —(h/2si)8/Bg& »~

H. ence for any conjugate
variables gI, and p~"

h 8 h 8
[paqa qapt](m—&n) = jf f~* qp

———+ —
qa 4~d&

2mi Bq& 2+i Bqz

h h
$ dr= h„,„." 2~i™ 2~4

'"

This is equivalent to the matrix equation

pIqg qppg (h/2s—i)I——

By a similar argument we can prove that

pjqt —qtpI =0& lg k

and

p~pi —pip~ =qm~ —qua =o.

(85)

(86)

(87)

(88)

In other words, the matrices for coordinates do not "commute" with the
matrices for the conjugate momenta, though they do commute with the
matrices for the other momenta. Also any momentum matrix commutes
with any other, and any coordinate matrix with any other.

The fundamental relation of Eq. (86) between the matrices of the coor-
dinates and of the conjugate momenta is the quantum mechanical equivalent
of the Wilson-Sommerfeld quantum conditions of the Bohr theory"

'" Cf. pp. 36 and 42. The differential operator does not apply however when the coordi-
nates assume discrete values as for instance in the use of a component of angular momentum
as a matrix. Cf. also Sect. 7, 2 below.

8' M. Born and P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 34, 858 (1925). Cf. also L. Brillouin, Journ.
de Physique 7, 135 (1926); reprinted in English in the volume "Selected Papers on Nave
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The Eqs. (86), (87), (88) are called the "commutation rules. " Dirac
introduces the Poisson bracket symbol [y, x] for the matrix function (2xi/h)
(xy —yx), and writes the commutation rules in the form"

[qs,pr] Ff=si, [qs, qi] = [ps, tvi]=0. (89)

Another fundamental characteristic of the matrices of the p's and g's
in Cartesian coordinates is their FIermitian character (Cf. Part I, p. 201)
which is a consequence of the fact that the corresponding operators are
self adj oint.-An operator 0 is by definition self-adjoint with respect to a
coordinate system q&, . . . , g3„, if

vO u —uO *v= Q —,
J=i ~fifa

(9o)

where u and v are arbitrary continuous functions of the coordinates g&,

qs„, and f„,fs„are functions of the same coordinates, any or all of which
may vanish in special cases.4" (The right hand member of the above equation
is simply the divergence of the 3n-dimensional vector I" whose components
are fi, , fs„) If we .now take the volume integral of both sides of Eq.
(90) over a hyper-sphere G surrounded by a surface S, we can convert the
right hand member into a surface integral over 5. If the functions I and v

vanish rapidly at inFinity, the vector I' approaches zero with corresponding
rapidity, and the surface integral vanishes in the limit as the radiusof the
sphere increases indefinitely. Under these circumstances

(v O.u uO~*v—)dq, dqs ——0 (91)

If u and v are identified respectively with the wave function lh and its
conjugate l]* for a suitable problem in wave mechanics we have

a= Jl $*0 ihdr= JI iJO *iles*dr =a*. (92)

Thus the mean value of a quantity u with a self-adjoint operator 0 is neces-
sarily real provided that the P function for the problem in hand vanishes

Mechanics" by de Broglie and Brillouin, London, 1928. It may be remarked incidentally t»t
Eqs. (86) can only be satisfied if gh and p& are infinite matrices. Cf. e.g. , H. Turnbull, Mathe-
matical Gazette 14, 12 (1928).

"Dirac's notation is dictated by the fact that in the limiting case of large quantum

numbers the matrix quantity (271-z/h) (xy —yx) corresponds to the classical Poisson bracket

[y,x] just as the matrix& corresponds to the classical value of the momentum p. Cf. P.
A. M. Dirac, Proc. Roy. Soc. A109, 642 (1925).

' An alternative definition of the self-adjoint operator equivalent to Eq. (90) is given by
Jordan [Zeits. f. physik 40, 809 {1927)]. Eq. {91)can also be used to define the self-adjoint

property.
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with sufficient rapidity at infinity. 4' The latter restriction is of greater im-

portance from the mathematical than from the physical point of view.
We can also identify u and v* respectively with two characteristic func-

tions lf „and f„belonging to the discrete spectrum of the problem in hand.
Then

JI (f *0 f„$„0—*f *)dr=a

or

e&(e,m/t) =a*(m, I/t), (93)

which is the condition that the matrix of e shall be Hermitian.
In classical mechanics and electrodynamics complex values of the dynam-

ical variables have no meaning, and in quantum mechanics we may reason-
ably exclude complex values of measurable quantities as meaningless. This
is equivalent to requiring that the operators correlated with all measurable
quantities shall be self-adjoint, and that the corresponding matrices shall
all be Hermitian. We have already proved that these conditions are satis-
fied by the energy operator and energy matrix. They are also satisfied for all
functions of the coordinates only, and for the components of linear and
angular momentum, as the reader can prove for himself without difficulty.
Hereafter we shall assume that only self-adjoint operators and Hermitian
matrices are to be used in building up the theory.

We have now proved that in order to solve the characteristic value prob-
lem for a given Hamiltonian operator II we can adopt as a starting point
any complete orthogonal function system spread out over the whole of the
configuration space for the problem, develop from it matrices for the P's
and g's, compound them to form a matrix for H, and then apply a transfor-
mation of the canonical type4'

g'I ~PI =Spk S
T q '~q =Sq 'S ' S '=S*

Ho~a =SH'S-'
(94)

which reduces the Hamiltonian matrix to diagonal form. The initial matrices
(~&,', q~') must be Hermitian and must satisfy the commutation rules. With-
out appreciable loss of generality we may assume that they have thestand-
ard form

p'(m e/t) = p'(m I)e' '&s"'-s"'&"" (9S)

4~ It seems probable that the existence of the integral which defines Z is a sufhcient practical
criterion for the validity of Eq. (92).

"The term "canonical" is applied to this type of transformation because it preserves
the commutation rules and hence the quantum mechanical form of Hamilton's equations of
motion (to be derived below). The connection between this form of canonical transformation
and the form used in the classical Hamiltonian theory has been traced by Jordan. Cf. P.
Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 38, 513 (1926).
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For the rest, it is clear that a wide variety of forms must be possible in any
given case, and one surmises that any choice consistent with the above re-
strictions is permissible. In other words, it would not be unreasonable to
assume —and in fact it has been commonly assumed —that the problem of
finding a set of Hermitian matrices for the p's and q's which obey the com-
muta. tion rules and reduce H(p, q) to diagonal form has no other solutions
than those obtainable from the Schrodinger equation. In the case of a non-
degenerate system this would mean that the solutions of the matrix problem
are unique.

In practice the solution of problems in quantum mechanics by starting
from an arbitrary initial set of Hermitian matrices which satisfy the com-
mutation rules, and applying to them a canonical transformation which
reduces H(p, q) to diagonal form is confined to cases in which the Hamil-
tonian function can be approximated by that of a slightly different problem
which has been exactly solved and whose matrices form the starting point
of a genuine perturbation method calculation.

3. THE EQUATIQNs QF MQTIoN IN THE MATRIx THEQRY

The original formulation of the matrix mechanics of Born, Heisenberg,
and Jordan was based on an attempt to use, so far as possible, the formal

machinery of the classical dynamics, but with a reinterpretation of the nature
and the meaning of the symbols introduced. They assgmed that the coor-
dfnates and momenta of every dynamical system were to be represented

by matrices, that the Hamiltonian function was a function of the coordinate
and momentum matrices, and that the canonical equations of Hamilton
were applicable to these matrices. On the basis of these assumptions they
were able to prove that the energy matrix H(p, q) was constant in time (law
of the conservation of energy), ""which they showed to be equivalent to
the statement that the energy matrix was of diagonal form if the system was

non-degenerate. Otherwise they found it necessary to assume explicitly the
'diagonal form of H.

According to our present point of view, the matrices of p, g, and II can
have a great variety of equally legitimate forms since the f functions can be
described in terms of many different orthogonal function systems. The so-

lution of the characteristic value problem is obtained, however, by reducing
the matrices to the form which corresponds to an expansion in terms of
a complete orthogonal system of characteristic functions. We may call
this the normal matrix form. By definition H(~, q) is constant in time and

diagonal if the matrices of the p's and g's are in normal form. We may now

reverse the argument of Born and Heisenberg to prove that normal matrices
satisfy equations formally identical with the Hamiltonian equations of class-
ical theory. As a first step we must define the operation of differentiation of
a matrix function.

"Cf. M: Born and P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 34, 858 (1925).
~ M. Born, %. Heisenberg, and P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 35, 557 (1926).



QUA1V TUN MZCIIANICS

Born, Heisenberg, and Jordan give two definitions of the derivative of
a matrix function with respect to a matrix argument. "We shall use here
what they call "derivatives of the erst kind„" which are defined by the equa-
tion

f(x+a) —f(x)—= llnl—
dx O g

where a is the diagonal matrix obtained by multiplying the unit matrix I
by an ordinary number a, It is readily proved that on the basis of this def-
inition all the ordinary rules of differentiation apply to the differentiation
of matrix functions except that one must have due regard for the order in
dealing with product functions. Thus

where the order of the products cannot be altered in either member unless
it is reversed throughout the equation.

It follows from this definition that if f(p, q) is any function of a set of
matrices (q&, pi) which satisfy the commutation rules4'

Bi( = (2«'lh)(&ea qif) = Iqi—,&]

=(2xiih) Qif ~») = 9',pi]
&gal

Differentiation of a matrix f with respect to an ordinary number 4 is
de6ned by the rule

(rs, I)=—j'(si, I) .
dc dg

Applying the 6rst of equations (9"I) to the Hamiltonian matrix H(pi„qa)
we have

8H 2xi
(Hqi qiH) . —

8/3 1s h

If the ~'s and q's are normal matrices, H is a diagonal matrix whose non-
vanishing elements are the energy levels EI, E2, ~ ~ . Hence

8 2~'
(si, e) = Q —IE b;qg, (j,n/t) qi, (rs, g%). E b.;j-

8Qp ~ h

45 The proof of this theorem rests on the observation that it is true if we identify f with
any one of the basic matrices QI, gg, ~,g)~,+g, ~ ~ ~ . It is easy to show that if the theorem is
true for any pair of functions F and 6 it is true for their sum and for their product. If we
restrict ourselves to matrix functions which can be expressed as the sums of products of integral
powers of they)'s and q's, the rest follows by induction.
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2iri (E„E„)—qg(m, n/t)
h

(100)

q&(m—, e/t).
dt

It follows from Eq. (98) that

dqg BH

dt

&pj's

(101)

The second Hamiltonian equation

dpi' 8H

dt BqIs
(102)

is proved in exactly the same way.
Once Eqs. (101) and (102) have been established for normal matrices

there is no difhculty in showing that they remain valid for any set of matrices
obtained from normal ones by a canonical transformation with a constant
matrix S.4'

The equations of motion (101) and (102) were of considerable importance
in the initial development of the matrix theory, since their direct integration
in a few special cases gave clean solutions of simple problems which could
then be used as the basis for an attack on more difFicult problems by per-
turbation methods. 4'

4. EXAMPLE: THE LINEAR OSCILLATOR

Consider the case of the linear oscillator whose Hamiltonian function
has the form

H(p, q) =~'/2p+kq'/2.

The Hamiltonian equations of motion reduce to

Q =p/p, ; p = —Iq.
~ The proof rests on the theorem that if

s g, = ~no'~' ea = ~&a'~'
then

(», q„) = s~(»o, q,o)s-

and on the additional fact that if g is a constant matrix

(103)

(104)

dPI/dt = S(gPI0/dt)~'.

The transformed matrices obtained from normal matrices by means of a constant canonical

transformation do not have the form of Eq. (95).
4' For examples of papers dealing with problems on the matrix (or q-number) theory which

use the equations of motion, the following references can be consulted. In the papers of

Mensing and Oppenheimer a certain amount of perturbation theory is used. P. A. M. Dirac,
Proc. Roy. Soc. A110, 561 (1926), %. Pauli, Jr., Zeits. f. Physik 36, 336 (1926), L. Mensing,

Zeits. f. Physik 30, 814 (1926), J. R. Oppenheimer, Proc. Cam. Phil. Soc. 23, 327 {1926),
I. Tamm, Zeits, f. Physik 3V, 685 (1926), D. M. Dennison, Phys. Rev. 28, 318 (1926).



Eliminating p and introducing the classical frequency pp[= (1/2pr) (Q/t&)' &p]

we have

&2= [(2prp&„)'q(pa, pp/t) J
= —(2pr& p)P&2

or

[&
' —pp']q(st, pp/t) =0.

This equation shows that q(ptp, pt/t) must vanish unless

It follows that the energy levels, or diagonal elements of the II matrix, are
arranged in one or more equidistant series, and that there are just two non-
vanishing elements in each rom and column. From the Hermitian character
of the matrices we know, of course, that the non-vanishing elements are
symmetrically arranged with respect to the diagonal. Let us now assume
that there is only one set of equidistant energy values as in the Bohr theory.
The order of the elements of a diagonal matrix is arbitrary, so that we can
assume without loss of generality that it is the same as the order of the ener-
gies. The non-vanishing elements of the matrices for q and p are then arranged
in two lines parallel and adjacent to the principal diagonal. It follows at
once that all non-diagonal elements of [&2,~] vanish as required by the com-
mutation rule. The diagonal elements of [&2, tp] must have the common value
unity. In other words

'Hence the squares of the absolute values of the matrix elements q(n, pt+1/t)
form an arithmetical progression with the common difference h/Sprpt&pp.

These terms are essentially positive so that I must have a Ininimum value
which we shall set equal to zero. For I=0, Eq. (107) then reduces to

q(0, 1/t) I
'= h/Spr'«&pp

and we have 6nally

I q(w, pp+1/t) I
'=(pp+1)h/Sn't«p, I=0,1,2, ~ ~ .

For the matrix element q(rt+1, pt/t) this yields

(I+1)tp '&p

q(I+1, pp/t) =q*(N, I+1/t) = e'&p "o'+p &,
Sm'pvo

(108)

(109)

where @„is an arbitrary phase constant. The factors e'&~ may be lumped
with the complex amplitudes c„ in determining- mean values in the case of
a particular ensemble of linear oscillators. [Cf. for example, Eq. (38).]
In the simple problem under consideration the electric moment is propor-
tional to the displacement q so that by combining Eq. (108) with Eqs.
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(28) and (35) we obtain at once the transition probabilities with which to
compute the intensity of the emitted radiation.

Having evaluated the q matrix, we can next determine p by Eq. (104)
and H by Eq. (103). For the latter we find

H(zz, zz/Z) =E„=(zz+-,z) hvp. (110)

These conclusions are in agreement with the pure wave theory of Sect.
2, 5 of Part I, and we thus see that the two theories lead to equivalent re-
sults. 4'

5. HAMILTON S EQUATION FOR WAVE PACKETS

Due to the general relation between matrices and mean values, viz. ,

a = Q*Ofd7= f,„*c nm, n t
rz z 1'

it follows that all matrix equations such as the Hamiltonian Eqs. (101) and

(102) are equally valid if we replace each member by the corresponding mean
value for some definite ensemble of systems. Thus we have

dqp d 8H dpI, d BH=—qA:= ' = pa=-
dt dt Bpp dt dt Bqj,

(111)

If, in particular, we consider an ensemble represented by a wave packet in
which each of the coordinates and momenta is well defined, the mean value
of any function of the coordinates and momenta will closely approximate the
same function of the mean values of the individual coordinates and momenta.
The classical mechanics is the mechanics of just such wave packets and the
classical coordinates and momenta are evidently to be identified with the
mean values of the actual coordinates and momenta. Thus in the limiting case
where the coordinates and momenta are very well defined, Eqs. (111) go
over into the classical Hamiltonian equations. The proof is independent of
the coordinate system employed, and hence the theorem shows that the def-
inition of the momentum operator in generalized coordinates given on p. 29
is justified by agreement with the classical definition of canonical pairs of
variables in the limiting case of a sharply defined wave packet. On the other
hand the proof does depend on the assumption that the Hamiltonian function
has only a discrete spectrum of characteristic wave functions. As pre-
viously explained, one can approximate the solution of any problem in quan-
tum mechanics involving a continuous spectrum by means of a modified

4' Cf. in this connection L. Brillouin, Journ, de Physique 'V, 135 (1926). Brillouin's
conclusion that the matrix theory leads to different results if n is allowed to assume nega-
tive values seems to the authors to be due to an algebraic error in his final energy formula.
On checking the steps we find that the energy and coordinate matrices for his alternative
solution are given by (110)and (109) with (n+~) and (n+1) replaced by (—n+-', )and ( —n+1)
respectively, with n =0, —1, —2, ~ ~ ~ . This amounts simply to a different svstem of rl»mher-

ing for the rows and columns and leads to no new results.
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problem having only a discrete spectrum. Thus the continuous spectrum
problem is a limiting case to which the Hamiltonian equations must also

apply. A more direct treatment of the continuous spectrum case is given,
however, in Sect. 7, 2.

6. MATRICES AND BOHR S CORRESPONDENCE PRINCIPLE

The matrix theory of Heisenberg, Born, and Jordan was developed in

the beginning from Bohr's famous correspondence principle for condition-
ally periodic motions. This principle postulates the asymptotic identity of
the frequencies and intensities of spectrum lines as observed and as computed
from classical theory in the limiting case of high quantum numbers. The
quantum mechanics is, of course, in harmony with Bohr's principle, which
we have already used in a somewhat modified form in setting up the Schrod-
inger equation in Part I. As the process of tracing out the assumed corre-
spondence is of practical value as well as historical interest, we briefly describe
it here.

A conditionally periodic motion is a motion which from the classical
standpoint should emit a line spectrum. In other words, it is a motion of
such a character that every function of the coordinates and momenta, in-
cluding the all-important electric moment, can be analysed into a multiple
Fourier series. Thus if P(*) denotes the x component of the electric moment

(&)I slassioai =
+00

(&)
p e2~s[tlvl+'''+tfvf) tt 1

~ ~ ~ tg
Tt y yT/ — OQ

(112}

where the v's are positive. or negative integers and the v's are a set of funda-
mental frequencies characteristic of the motion. 8' ),, , . . . ,,z, is the complex
conjugate of P(' „,. . . ,

&
so that P&' is real. A similar expansion holds for

each individual coordinate and momentum component. The simplest type
of conditionally periodic motion, and the one of the greatest importance in the
Bohr theory, is that which occurs when by a suitable choice of coordinates
the action function lV can be resolved into the sum of a series of terms 8'i,
8'~, etc. , each of which depends on a single coordinate. The variables are
then said to be separabLe, and the Wilson-Sommerfeld quantum conditions
can be applied to each of the coordinates, or what amounts to the same thing,
to each of the terms in W. Under these circumstances the frequencies vi,
vm, v3, . in Eq. (112) are the frequencies associated with the various coor-
dinates used to define the system. Furthermore, each "stationary state, "
as defined by the quantum conditions, is associated with a set of quantum
numbers n&, n2, correlated in a one to one manner with the coordinates
and with the frequencies.

Bohr has shown that according to the fundamental assumptions of his
theory the frequency emitted in any jump, say

E(n, ', n2', , ng') +E(n,",ns"—, ~, ng"), (113)

is equal to the mean value of the frequency ~(r~v&+r2vu+ . +ryvf)
~

of
a corresponding pair of terms in Eq. (112) evaluated by taking a suitable



E. C. EEMBLE AND E. L. HILL

average over a continuous series of classically permissible, but unquantized,
states between the initial and the final stationary states. 4' One of the corre-
sponding terms is that for which rI =n~' —nI", r2=n2' —n2", etc. , while the
other is the conjugate term. In the limiting case of very high quantum
numbers the classical frequencies vi, v2, v3, etc. have the same values for the
initial and final states, and hence the quantum frequencies become actually
identical with the corresponding classical combination frequencies.

In addition to this limiting agreement in the frequencies, which can
be deduced from the quantum conditions and from his other quantum postu-
lates, Bohr assumed a limiting agreement between the intensities of the terms
in (112) and the intensities of the corresponding spectrum lines, and then
used this assumption as a tool for the approximate computation of quantum
intensities.

As a first step toward exhibiting the correspondence principle in terms of
the quantum mechanics, we observe that since the classical action function
W' obeys a differential equation which is a limiting case of the differential
equation for" —(h/2si) log lP, it follows that the process of resolving f into
the product of several factors is equivalent to resolving W into a sum of
corresponding terms. Thus if the variables in the Schrodinger equation
for f are separable in the sense of Section 2,6, Part I, it follows that the vari-
ables in the corresponding classical action function will be separable in the
sense just defined.

Let us assume that this condition is fulfilled. Then in the wave mechanics
there will be a diA'erential equation for every coordinate, which can be
thrown into Sturm-Liouville form, and each energy level will be characterized
by a set of quantum numbers nI, ~, , e~, one for each coordinate.
Ke expect that just as in the Bohr theory the frequency and intensity of
the radiation produced by the transition (113) will be asymptotically equal
to the frequency and intensity of the corresponding term in Eq. (112).

Since the classical mechanics may be regarded as a limiting case of the
quantum mechanics of wave packets when the coordinates and momenta
of the latter are defined with precision, we can prove the point by writing
out the wave mechanical equivalent of Eq. (112) for a well defined packet
and actually passing to the limit. The necessary equation is evidently

P(a)— ~ &nI' . n, ' CnI . n

nI', ~ ~ ~, tt ' n,I",~ ~ ~,ny"

P(g)(~ . . . s . a . . . n )s2giv(nq', ~, n ' ~ nq", ~ ~ ~, n ")t
(114)

This is equivalent to Eq. (38), but the notation has been amplified to bring
out the explicit relation of each state to the corresponding quantum numbers.
With the aid of suitable approximations the double sum in the above equa-
tion must collapse into a single sum like the right hand member of Eq. (112).

"Cf. J.H. Van Vleck, "Quantum Principles and Line Spectra" (Eq. (15a) }for an explicit
statement of this theorem, which is also implicitly contained in Bohr's Danish Academy
papers.

~' Cf. Sect. 5, 2.
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To accomplish the reduction the following assumptions are necessary:"

a) The characteristic functions in the packet which have amplitudes
di6'ering appreciably from zero all have very short wave-lengths. In other
words, we are in the region of high quantum numbers. Without such func-
tions it is impossible to 6x coordinates and momenta simultaneously with
the desired precision. (Cf. Part I, Section 1, 8 and 9).

b) The number of characteristic functions in the packet having amplitudes
differing appreciably from zero must be very large if the mutual interference
between these functions is to make the packet very small.

c) The range of energy values with appreciable amplitude coefficients
must be so narrow that in this range the energy can be treated as a linear
function of all of the quantum numbers.

d) The matrix elements of P& & corresponding to transitions between the
diferent characteristic functions of the packet must depend primarily on
the quantum number differences between the diferent states involved, being
practically independent of the absolute values of the initial quantum num-
bers through the range of the packet. This hypothesis is easily veri6ed in
special cases, and the work of Eckart and of Van Vleck" on the asymptotic
relation between the matrix elements P& &(I,', , n&', n, ", ~ ~, nr") and
the Fourier coeificients in Eq. (112) affords a sufficiently general proof.

e) Finally we must suppose that the amplitudes c„„...,„which define
the packet vary quite slowly in absolute value with the quantum numbers
and have phases which like the energy values are linear functions of the
quantum numbers. Then if the corresponding indices n&', e&", n2', m&",' etc.
dier by small integral values

n1' ~ ~ ~ nf' ~ ~n " ~ ~ ~ n "~s[(n1 nl ~+(ng —n&' ) s+ ~ ~ ~ ]

We shall undertake mo careful veri6cation of the above assumptions
but shaH content ourselves with exhibiting the relation between matrix
elements and classical Fourier components to which they lead. For a more
complete treatment of the problem the reader is referred to the paper by Van
Uleck cited in footnote 52.

Let

rp = r&g' —s&,", k = 1,2, 3, .
, f.

"The writers are indebted to Professor H. A. Kramers for assistance in setting up the
following scheme of reduction."C. Eckart, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 12, 684 (1926). J.H. Van Vleck, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci.
14, 178 (1928). Strictly speaking, there is an arbitrariness in the values of the matrix elements
due to the arbitrariness in the phases of the characteristic functions. Thus if we multiply
each of the characteristic functions of the linear oscillator p», P2, ~ ~ ~, P„, ~ ~ ~ by a correspond-
ing phase factor e""where ~„ is arbitrary, we get a new set of normalized wave functions which
is just as good as the first set. This transformation of the characteristic functions multiplies
each of the matrix elements in turn by a phase factor of the form e'('+ '~&. Consequently the
hypothesis d) holds only for a particular choice of the phase constants of the basic char-
acteristic functions.



Then in view of the hypotheses stated above

p(s)(s, & . . . N~& ~ I II . . . I &&)&23 iv{n', n")

~p(z&(& . . . &&)s(a~alh)(grjasla~a)&
~ ~f

k

Thus Eq. (114) reduces to

p(s) — ~ p(*)(& . . . r )&(2rilh) (grayslana}t
k

fg '' ff ~ ~ a gf~

Because of the assumed normalization of the wave packet and assumption
e) this reduces to the form

p(*)= g p(*)(7$ . . . r )r~(plack)r(2«l&)(grkasls~k)1 (115)
~ i 4

which is similar to that of Eq. (112). Now we have already shown in Part I,
Section 2, 4 and 5 that there is an asymptotic agreement between the values
of the energy diHerences predicted by the wave mechanics and by the Bohr
theory in the case of a linear oscillator. The same agreement is found in the
case of the hydrogen atom problem, and may be proved for the general case
of any conditionally periodic motion from the work of Van Vleck. '~ But
according to the Bohr theory the values of the classical frequencies

vI, ~ are asymptotically equal to the corresponding coe%cients
h '(BE/Bnj, ) in the exponents of Eq. (115). Thus the frequency factors of
the terms in Eq. (115) are the same as the frequency factors in the corre-
sponding terms of Eq. (112),provided only that the wave packet of Eq. (115)
is adjusted to the initial conditions characteristic of the classical motion to
which Eq. (112) refers. The agreement between the matrix coefficients

P'*'(rq r )e'K'"'"' —s'K'"'"'lim [2'&*'(ts '
~ ~ ~ ef 6 rl ' ' ' sf T/)]

of the one series and the Fourier amplitudes

P(~) * 'rg

of the other, can be proved directly by the method used by Van Vleck, or
can be inferred from the fact that the motion of the center of gravity of the
wave packet in conhguration space is identical with the motion of the repre-
sentative point of the classical system in the same space. (Cf. Hamilton's
equations of motion, Section 6, 5).

SECTION 7. TRANSFORMATION THEORY

1. OrERm'ORs wND CxwowxcAx, TRwwsFORMxYxoN

In the so-called "g-number theory" of Dirac the same non-commutative
algebraic machinery was used as in the matrix theory of Born, Heisenberg,
and Jordan, but the symbols which the latter authors use for matrices were
given a less speci6c interpretation. Dirac called these symbols "g-numbers"
to distinguish them from ordinary numbers or "c-numbers" which obey the
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usual commutation rule for algebraic multiplication, These g-numbers
were shown by him to be capable of representation by matrices in special
cases. The matrix representation, however, is subject to limitations; e.g. ,
in case angles, or "angle variables", are used as coordinates no corresponding
matrices satisfying the commutation rules (89) exist. Also if problems in-
volving continuous spectra are to be dealt with, one must use continuous
matrices or matrices of partly continuous character, and convergence di%cul-
ties cause trouble. " These difficulties led Born and Wiener" to introduce
operators instead of matrices for the discussion of aperiodic motions, and
later Schrodinger, "Dirac, " and Eckart" identified the q-numbers with the
operators for the corresponding dassical quantities as defined in the Schro-
dinger theory and as used in the preceding sections of this paper (except for
the difference in sign noted in the final foot-note of Part I). According to the
conventions adopted in this paper the operators associated with the co
ordinate g and the conjugate momentum p are*

0,= [qX)=0,";0„=—(h/2si)B/Bq —0=,*. (116)

where [qX] denotes the operation of multiplying by q. The starred symbols
represent the operators used by Schrodinger, Eckart, and Dirac. To avoid a
confusing inversion of the usual order of multiplication it will be convenient
in this section to use these latter. operators and to adopt Eckart's symbolism
for them Thu. s Q is to replace the symbol [qX] and P is to represent
the operator

I' =0,*=(h/2s i) 8/Bq (116a)
If A and B are any two operators and if f(q) is any function of the q's, then
the operators C and D which satisfy the identical relations

Cf=Af+Bf; Df=A(Bf),
are called the sum of the operators A and 8, and the Product of A and 9
respectively. We indicate these relations by the operator equations

C=A+8; D=AB.

h 8 8$ h
qI4 —

qr
2''z 8qp 8qk 2x'z

"The continuous and mixed types of matrix are su%ciently defined in the fine print on
p. 201 of Part I. The difhculties encountered in their use are briefly discussed by Born in his
Massachusetts Institute of Technology lectures "Problems of Atomic Dynamics, " Cambridge,
1926, at the end of Lecture 19, and by J.v. Neuman in his article "Mathematische Begrundung
der Quantenmechanik, " Gottingen Nachrichten (1927), p. 1."M. Born and N. Wiener, Zeits. f. Physik 36, 174 (1926)."E. Schrodinger, Ann. der Physik 79, 734 (1926).

6 P. A. M. Dirac, Proc. Roy, Soc. A112, 661 (1926).
~~ C, Eckart, Phys. , Rev. 28, 711 (1926).
* These are the operators to be applied to P,. Cf. p. 44.

From the second of these equations it is obvious that the operators P
and Q satisfy the same commutation rules as the matrices. Thus, since
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for any function P(g), we have the identical operator equation

PiQi Qa—Pi = h/2)r& (117)

The other operator products are commutable and we can summarize the
commutation rules by the equations,

P,Q, Q)P,—=(h/2~i)S„; P,P, P,P„—=Q„Q, QQ„-=0. (117a)

In developing the general transformation theory of quantum dynamics
Eq. (117) may be taken as the definition of canonical operators in all ordi-
nary cases where the g's assume continuous ranges of values. "The operators
P, Q clearly obey the associative law of multiplication and the commutative,
distributive, and associative laws of addition.

The reciprocal or inverse operators of Q and P are defined by

2@iQ"= —X; P'= l) dq
q h J

in accordance with the rule

QQ-'=7 = [1X] PP '=P P=I=-[1X-].

With the aid of these conventions we can manipulate the P's and Q's as we

do matrices and can deal with any function of the P's and Q's involving only
integral powers of the former. The derivative of an operator function f(&)
with respect to an argument operator X can be defined in accordance with
Eq. (96) by the rule

); f(X+A) —f(X))
dX

f(x)=~-o— (120)

where A is the operator [a X ]. When applied to operators Pi„Qi, which obey
the commutation rules, this definition is equivalent to the equations

Bf(P, Q) 2irj
k kp

BI'I, h

Bf(P,Q) 2s i
[P.f-fP.] = [f,P.]

8Q„ Ii

(121)

There is a difhculty, however, in connection with the time derivatives
needed for the formulation of Hamilton's equations of motion, since the opera-
tors P and Q are not functions of the time operator. Furthermore the Hamil.
tonian operator H(P, Q) is not a function of the time operator, so that so far
as the writers can see, the Hamiltonian equations can be applied to the
operators P, Q, H(P, Q) only as definitions of the operatorsP and Q.i8 This

4&~ $n case any one of the coordinates q& assumes only discrete values, e.g. when the energy
is used as a coordinate, the operator (h/2~i)a ja)fI& has no meaning when applied to p(g). Then

Fq. (f17) fails as do the corresponding matrix relations (89).
Eckart assumes the Hamiltonian equations to be valid for suitable operators and then

defines the momentum operators Pk and the time derivatives Pfs and Qk so as to reduce the
equations of motion to identities. Dirac does not discuss the question at all.
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means that the equations of motion no longer give any hold on the char-
acterist ic value problem.

The operator calculus is useful, however, in dealing with coordinate
transformations, and to this problem we now address ourselves. Let the
Hamiltonian function of a system be given in Cartesian coordinates, and let
us suppose that we wish to make a change of variables. The simplest case is
that of an ordinary point transformation in which the old coordinates
x~, , x are functions of the new coordinates g~, , q and are inde-
pendent of the momenta. Thus let

si=fi(q&, . , q„)

»=fi(qi, . , q-) (122)

The corresponding operator equations are simply

&i =f~(ei . Q«)

&s =f~(e» Q.) (123)

Let the momeuta conjugate to the original coordinates be designated by the
symbols p~', , p '. The corresponding operators are

Pi,'= (Ii/2si) 8/8» (124)

Similarly we denote the momenta conjugate to the q's by p&, ~ ~ ~, p„and
we define the corresponding operators by

P, = (h/2s i)8/Bqi (125)

It is a straightforward job of differentiation to compute the Pp s ln terms
of the P&'s by means of Eqs. (122). The result will be of the form

P"= Zg (Q)P =~(e, , Q. ;P, , P.). (126)

By substitution from formulas (123) and (125) we can derive an expression
for the original Hamiltonian operator in terms of the P's and Q's. We thus
accomplish the change of variables

~ (p , ~) =~ [~(p,e),f(e)1=»(p,e) (127)

The process just described is exactly equivalent to an ordinary change of
variables in a partial differential equation, so that the solutions of the
original equation"

H'(p', e')lp*(x) = —(k/2%i)ay*(x)/at (128)

when expressed in terms of the new coordinates become solutions of the new
differential equation

Ht(P, e)p'&(q) = (h/2s i)Bpst(q)/B—l (129)
8' This is the conjugate of Eq. (1).
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with

0*'(c)=0 "Lf(q)].

This change of variables will in some cases simplify the problem of de-
termining the energy levels and wave functions but it does not reduce the
problem in the new coordinates to a form equivalent to that which it had in
the original coordinates. This is evident when we note that by changing the
variables in the original normalization equation we obtain

fP*dxi dx„= f~f*~AdP& ~ ~ ~ de„= I (130)

where 5 denotes the Jacobian or functional determinant of the system of
functions f~, , f„with respect to the arguments g&, , g; i.e. ,

~(f~, f-)
~(v~,

(131)

Thus the solutions of Eq. (128) still have a character which relates them to
the original Cartesian coordinate system. On this account we may designate
them with a subscript x in accordance with the notation of footnote 51,
Part I. The probability that the system has a configuration corresponding
to the volume element dx~, .

, dx„of Cartesian coordinate space is
lf'~p, *dx& . . dx„, but the probability that it has a configuration correspond-
ing to the volume element dg~ dg„of the new non-Cartesian coordinate
space is f, P,* hdqrs dg„. The functions P,t have only conditional orthog-
onality in the g-space, and there is a further serious difficulty about com-
puting mean values of the P's which will be indicated below (see especially
footnote 60).

To avoid these difficulties we introduce a new wave-function

(132)

Since

f,/~*dpi ~ dx„= Pqfq*dqi dqn, (133)

it is evident that P, is the probability amplitude for the coordinate system
g&, ~, g, . This equation also shows that the orthogonality of the/,
functions in Cartesian coordinate space carries with it the orthogonality of
the f, in the g-space. Reference to Sect. 3, Part I will show that we can com-
pute the mean value of the momentum p~ from the formula"

h 8
Pa= 4' — . 4.de~ dq. = I P.J'~4. dpi

2mi Bqz
(134)

' PI, is defined by an equation analogous to Eq. (93) of Part I. Its evaluation depends on
the determination of the corresponding probability amplitude which is to be carried through
by Fourier analysis as in Sect. 1, 8 of Part I. In order to carry out this analysis it is clearly
essential that we start with P~.
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The operator Pg, .is by Eqs. (125) and (90) clearly self-adjoint with respect
to the g coordinate system, and hence the values of P& given by Eq. (134)
are necessarily real.

To get the differential equation for this modified wave function we have
only to make the substitution of lf,k "' for lf', in Eq. (129). We find

h BgggaiiIft(P Q)g
—iiy s

2mt 8I
(135)

In other words the correct Hamiltonian operator to be used in connection
with the coordinate system gi, . , q„ is

(P Q)
—g I +t(P Q)g—I/O (136)

The matrix elements of H, Kith respect to the characteristic functions of
Eq. (135) are the same as the matrix elements of II' with respect to the
corresponding characteristic functions of Eq. (128),and we may conclude that
II, is self-adjoint with respect to the g coordinate system. "

Both steps in the derivation of H, can be regarded as examples of cunoe-
ical transformatioris These . transformations are re-statements of the initial
problem in terms of new variables which, like the original ones, are grouped
in canonical pairs. In the general case these transformations involve a mixing
of the g's and p"s like the contact transformations of dassical mechanics.
Thus we may define a transformation as the setting up of a new problem by
means of a substitution of the form

Q'~P(P, Q)
' 'P~( PQ). (137)

This converts IIO(P', Q') into H(P, Q). In case Eqs. (137) areof such char-
acter that

h
PiQi:-QaPa=

2%i

we say that the transformation is canonical. In this case %'e may interpret
Pi, as (fi/2si)8/Bgi, in accordance with Eq. (125), and then use H(P, Q) to
set up a Schrodinger equation for iP(g).

There are two standard forms of canonical transformation used in wave
mechanics. One of these is described by the substitutions

Q'~2 '(P Q) Q 2'(P Q)
P'~T '(P, Q) P 2'(P, Q)

(138)

in which T(P, Q) is an arbitrary operator function and T i(P, Q) is its
reciprocal. This substitution has the property of carrying over any operator

"In carrying through the computation of Iffy from H' the formulas of Podolsky (Note 51,
Part I) or of Schrodinger (Note 50, Part I) can be used to advantage.



Z. C. AMBLE AND K L. HILL

function expressible as a power series in the 2'"s and Q "s into a correspond-
ing function of the new variables according to the simple rule

F(~,e )-T- (~,e)F(~,e)T(~.e).
The converse substitution is obviously

(139)

Q-T(~,e)e T- (~,e); I-T(I",e)I T- (I",e). (I«)
From the rule of Eq. (139) it follows that the transformation is canonical,
and it seems probable that it is in fact the most general type of canonical
transformation. '~

The transformed Hamiltonian function has the form

If(2, Q) = T- (2,e)ff (~,e) T(~,e)
and the new Schrodinger equation obtained from the transformation is

T '(2', Q)&'(& Q) T(2', Q)f'(V) =- @*(v)
2xi it

This is equivalent to

h 8&'(I' Q) T(&,Q)4'(e) = .—IT—(&,e)0*(li)]
2xi N

if T(I', Q) is independent of the time. If we set

0 "(V)= T(I' Q)f'(V) ' 0'(e) = T '(& Q)4"(V)

Eq. (143) becomes identical with the initial differential equation

eo(po, e)4*(e)= (ay2 ')a4 -o(~o&pat

(141)

(142)

(143)

(144)

(145)

except for the change in the symbols for the independent variables. It
follows that for every solution of Eq. (145) there is a corresponding solution
of Eq. (142) given by Eq. (144). It is assumed by London" that if its(q')
satisfies the boundary conditions appropriate to Eq. (145), the corresponding
solution of Eq. (142) will satisfy the boundary conditions appropriate to the
latter equation, but although this hypothesis is verified in various special
cases it needs further examination. If we accept this assumption we may
conclude that since the characteristic functions of Eq. (145) are derivable
from those of (142) the latter equation is in fact a restatement of the original
problem in different language.

It is worthy of note that by the use of a suitable exponential form for
the operator T(P, Q) it is possible to pass from Cartesian coordinates to
spherical coordinates or to angle variables in which the region of definition of
the transformed functions f(q) is quite different from the region of definition
of the initial functions f'(g').

4~ Jordan {Zeits. f. Physik 3V, 383 (1926) }has given a proof that the corresponding type
of matrix transformation is the most general type of canonical matrix transformation.

~ F. London, Zeits. f. Physik 40, 193 (1926).
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As a simple example of this type of canonical transformation we may cite
the second of the two steps in the process of changing from Cartesian co-
ordinates to generalized coordinates described on p. 44. Here we have
T=6 '~' and the substitution is

Q-~" (Q')Q'~-"(e') =Q'

P~a"'(Q') P'~ 'I'(Q'—),
which leaves the coordinate system unchanged.

A second type of canonical transformation is derived from classical
analogy. Let S(Q, P') denote an arbitrary function of the operators Q and
P'. Let the variables Q and P be defined in terms of the operators Q' and
I ' by means of the equations

, »(Q, P)»(Q, P)
BP' 8Q

(146)

If we solve these equations for Q' and P' in terms of Q and P and sub-
stitute for each of the original variables its equivalent in terms of the new

ones, we obtain a new Hamiltonian function. Furthermore the operators
P, Q satisfy the commutation rules if they are satisfied by P' and Q' so
that the transformation is canonical. The proof of this last proposition is
that by a suitable use of exponentials it is possible to convert the transforma-
tion (146) into the form of the substitution (138).'4 By the same method one
can show that the Schrodinger equation based on the new Hamiltonian has
the same characteristic values as the original equation (128).

The first of the two steps required in changing over from Cartesian to
generalized coordinates gives a convenient example of a case in which

S(Q, P') has a simple form. Using the notation of Eqs. (122) and (123)
we set

~= Zf(Q, , Q.)P . (147)

Then

f)IS
&a= fa(Qi, , Q.)az, o

in accordance with Eq. (123). Similarly

» ay, a ax, a
Ps =P——'=

BQq ~ BQ» 2xf r 8/a

(148)

(149)

This is the inverse of Eq. (126). It shows that P~ is computed by a rule

equivalent to the partial differentiation in the discussion on p. 43 and thus
insures that the canonical transformation derived from Eq. (147) is sn ordi-
nary change of variables.

84 Cf. P. Jordan, Zeits. f. Physik 38, 513 (1926}. A. Landb, Handbuch der Physik XX,
Kap. 8, p. 434. P. A, M. Dirac, Proc. Roy. Soc. A113, 621 (1927}.
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In Article 5 of Sect. 6 we have shown that the classical Hamiltonian equa-
tions can be derived from the Hamiltonian equations of the matrix theory in
the limiting case of a wave packet whose configuration is defined with precision.
This proof requires extension due to the fact that it does not rigorously cover
problems in which there is a continuous spectrum of E values but more
especially because matrices for a coordinate g& and its conjugate momentum

p~ satisfying the commutation rules do not exist if either one is "quantized"
so that it takes on only discrete valu'es. " This situation arises when one uses
the action and angle variables so important in classical dynamics and in the
Bohr theory.

It would be natural to seek a means of bridging the above gap with the
aid of operator equations of motion paralleling the matrix equations of motion.
This method gets nowhere, however, on account of the impossibility of
differentiating the P, Q operators with respect to the time. The following

procedure, however, leads to the goal.
Let a system of generalized coordinates q„,q„be given and let P

denote the probability amplitude f, which goes with the system. The correct
Hamiltonian function P is then self-adjoint with respect to the coordinatesq„,q„. Let 8 denote an angular coordinate such that P is periodic in

8 with period 2x. Consider now the time derivative of the mean value
of e"

d
$4eillqidq . . . dq

— [Qweiep+qikeiii$]dr

h 8
ifi*e'eH — —

~ Q qi ice'eH ——
~ Q P* dr. (150)

h ~„2m' Bq 2Ã'l 81I

Denoting the second of these Hamiltonian operators by H(P, Q) and making
use of the fact that it is self-adjoint we obtain

d 2~i p—e"= l~ $[P(P,Q)e*' e*'H(P Q)]q*—dq& dq
dt h~ (151)

This expression can be thrown into a more convenient form by means of the
theorem"

"Cf. P. Jordan, Zeits, f. Physik 44, 1 (1927). The reader will readily convince himself by
actual multiplication that in the hydrogen atom problem the matrices for the azimuthal angle
@ and its conjugate momentum M& as defined by Eq. (68) do not satisfy the commutation rule
of Eq.(85). The failure of what seems at first glance to be a clean-cut general theorem is to be
referred to the restrictions on the preliminary theorem of p. 8.

"To prove the theorem note first that

h a, . -h a
P&e'~ = ——e'f) = e'~ —.—+-

2~z ae 2~~ ae 2~

Obviously the theorem is true for F(Pe, Q) = F(Q) and one can prove that it is true for the sum
and product of two functions if it is true for the functions taken separately. The extension to
suKciently general cases follows by induction as in footnote 45. Cf. also P. A. M. Dirac, Proc.
Roy. Soc. Alll, 281 (1926).
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(152)

Identifying F(Pe, Q) with B(I', Q) we obtain

~ig z y~i8
dr

JI PfJ+—) —II Pff,
2Ã

4'dqi dq. (1.53)

As a fina1 step one can define the mean velocity associated with the angle
8 by the relation

d
g~i8 ~ig

dt

Then passing to the limit of a sharply defined wave packet, the right hand
member of Eq. (153) becomes equal to the product of the partial derivative
of the classical Hamiltonian into the function e". Hence

8H(P, q)

8Plsl
(154)

This takes care of the difficult type of Hamiltonian equation for a coordinate
of the angle-variable type. The other Hamiltonian equations can be derived
in a similar manner by the transformation of the time derivatives of p&
and gI, .

2. THE DIRAc-JoRDAN TRANsFoRMATIoN THEoRY

Various gaps in the preceding discussion are bridged and loose ends tied
together by the Dirac-Jordan transformation theory. "" Unfortunately
our exposition of their point of view must be very much abridged. In the
main we shall follow the fuller and more general treatment of Jordan who
has cast the essence of the matter in the form of a few postulates.

As the earlier sections of this paper testify, the quantum mechanics has
much to say about "probability amplitudes. " These are functions of co-
ordinates, or systems of coordinates, whose squared absolute values de-
termine the absolute or relative probability of the corresponding con-
figurations. The probability depends, of course, on the circumstances and
the circumstances which go with such functions are frequently labeled jn the
symbol for the function. For example, in the case of a one-dimensional
oscillator, each of the characteristic functions P.(x, t) is a probability ampli-
tude for the positional coordinate x when the energy E is known to have the
value E„. The "circumstances" are indicated by the subscript n. In this
case the independent variable x has a continuous range of values, and accord-

ll' P. A. M. Dirac, Proc. Roy. Soc. A113, 621 (1927).
' P. Jordan, Zeits, f. Physik 40, 809 (1927); 44, 1 {1927), These two papers will be re-

ferred to as Jordan I and Jordan I I respectively,
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ingly ~f (x, t) ~sdx measures the absolute or relative probability" that x
has some value in the range from x to @+de. In other cases the circumstances
are not to be described so simply. For example, the solutions of the Schro-
dinger equation in the form which contains the time derivative (I, 38)
depend on the initial conditions of the problem, which are fixed by the way
in which each system of the ensemble is prepared. Any mode of preparation
of the system may be regarded, however, as a specification of certain gen-
eralized coordinates, "and, following Jordan, one may formally attach sub-
scripts for these coordinates to the symbols for the probability amplitudes.
Thus in the case of the one-dimensional problem one can label the wave
function f(x, t) as lf s(x, t) to indicate that the initial conditions of the
problem are the equivalent of the specification of a suitably chosen "co-
ordinate" P.

In case a coordinate P takes on a discrete series of values instead of a
continuous range, there is a finite probability for each possible value of P.
The probability of this value is then given directly by the product of the
probability amplitude into its conjugate without multiplying in a factor dP.
As an example, consider the probability amplitude for the energy in the case
of a one-dimensional oscillator. This is the system of coefficients c„, or
c(Z„), obtained when one analyses f(x, t) into a series of characteristic func-
tions P„(x, f) The pro. bability of each discrete energy value is c„c„while the
probability of any energy range in the continuous spectrum is c(E)c*(E)dE.n

As examples of probability amplitudes in problems involving more dimen-
sions we cite the characteristic functions of the hydrogen atom problem ob-
tained by separating the variables in spherical coordinates. These give the
probabilities of the positional coordinates when the component of angular
momentum along the s-axis, the square of the total angular momentum,
and the total energy are given predetermined values, The

functioned'(f,

x, y,z)
and Q(t, p„ps, P,) met with in Sect. 1, 8 of Part I are probability amplitudes
for position and momentum respectively for definite but unspecified modes of
preparing the system.

Jordan adopts the symbol 4 „(p', q') for the probability amplitude of
the coordinate system P(=pi, pr) with respect to the coordinate
system g(=gi ~, gr); that is, C „(P', g') is the probability amplitude for
the coordinates Pi, , Py when the coordinates gt, gq are given
specified values. Here the argument symbols are primed in order to dis-
tinguish the numerical va1ues pI, ', gI,

' which the coordinates take on, from
the symbols Ps, gs for the coordinates themselves. The subscript n stands for
the set of momenta conjugate to the coordinates P, while p stands for the
momenta conjugate to the g's."

~f1 The former in case P (x, $} is normalized.
» Here "generalized coordinate" means a function of the Cartesian coordinates and

mome nta.
» Cf. Eq. (I, 85}and the last paragraph on p. 214 of Part I.
» The momenta are not uniquely determined by the corresponding coordinates and the

probability amplitude varies from one momentum system to another although, as Jordan
proves, )c~,s{p', s') j' depends only on the P's snd g's. Cf. Jordan II, p. 20.



QUANTUM MECHANICS

In normalizing the probability amplitudes we have to sum over all
discrete values of the arguments and integrate over all continuous ranges.
This process we indicate by the symbol P which degenerates into a simple
summation sign or simple integration sign in special cases. As an example
of the use of the symbolism we may take Eq. (I, 90) which gives the expan-
sion of an arbitrary function of x, y, z in terms of the space factors of the
hydrogen atom problem. The left hand member is a possible probability
amplitude for the positional coordinates and the c's constitute the corre-
sponding probability amplitude for the energies, so that the equation can
be written in the form

(155)

where x stands for the x, y, z coordinate system, q stands for an unspecified
set of coordinates whose values fix the function f(x, y, s), and Z stands for
the coordinate system E, L, m which defines the set of orthogonal functions
employed in the expansion. (The momentum conjugate to the energy itself
may be identified with the time, but in this case we use the symbol p&
since we have used E for a system of coordinates and not for one coordinate
only. ) The phrase "system of coordinates" has several different meanings in
the quantum mechanics. The simplest type of coordinate system is a set of f
parameters g I, , gf which are independent functions of the Cartesian
positional coordinates x~, , xy. Canonical transformations, however, lead
to the introduction of coordinates which are independent functions of both
the Cartesian coordinates and their momenta. The transformation theory
requires a further modification of this conception in that it treats the values
of q&, , gy at each instant of time as forming diferent coordinate systems.
Thus the determination of the coordinates at t =ti from those at $ =Ip is
regarded as a coordinate transformation.

In carrying out the normalization we need in some cases an imaginary and
magical function 8(x) first introduced by Dirac. "This is defined as a function
which vanishes when x is not equal to 0 and whose integral over a range in-
cluding the point x =0 is equal to unity. Strictly speaking, no such function
exists, but we use the symbol as a convention to avoid circumlocution.
The justification lies in the Dirichlet integra1 formula

+on +a
lim dxt(x) dy e' '*iI=F(0)
g~ 00 -a

If we define h. (x) by the formula

(157)

we see that when a is very large the properties of 5,(x) approach those of
the imaginary function 8(x) although we may not actually allow a to become
infinite due to the non-convergence of the integral. The existence of the func-
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tion 8,(x) makes it possible to carry through many calculations formally
just as if there were a genuine function b(x), without making errors. "'

For use in many-dimensional problems, Jordan has extended this con-
ception by introducing a function A(P' —P") of the pair of points Pi', Ps',
Pr' and 8i", ~, Pr" in P-space. This function is defined to have the
properties

n(p' —p") =O unless p, '= pi"; t4'=t4';. . . . . tt, =(3,

Z~(tt'-tt") =1.
pr

In one dimension it reduces to the Weierstrassian symbol btlI, q" if the argu-
ment P takes on discrete values, and to the 5 function of the preceding para-
graph with x=P' —P" if P assumes continuous values.

By the aid of this symbol one can state the normalization and orthogon-
ality relations for probability amplitudes with both discrete and continuous
values of the arguments in the single form

Z~'-. (tt', v'), c'-;(tt",c') = t (tt' tt")— (159)

With these preliminary ideas in mind, we proceed to state Jordan' s
fundamental assumptions in the folio@ring manner:

(I') In the case of any two systems of coordinates p, g it is possible to define
conj ugate systems of momenta n, p such that there exists a probability amplitude"

.(tt', v'),

having the property that if we perform the operation Qe on the product
C „(p', g') C „~(p', g') over any region in p space we obtain -the relative or
absolute probability of the corresponding configurations of the system (p) for
the given values of the coordinates g.

(II) If we have the probability amplitudes for two coordinate systems with
respect to a third we can determine the probability of the two with respect to one
another by the rule

c''p(tt' o') = Z~-,.(&' g') C.,~(q', Q')
ql

(16O)

This rule is exemplified in Eq. (155) above and in Eqs. (42), (45),
(87) of Part I.

(III) The probaMsty amptitude of a system of coordinates p with r p
to the conjugate momenta 0. is76

» Cf, F. H. Kennard, Zeits. f. Physik 44, 326 (192'E).
'g4 Cf. Sect. 2, 7 of Part I.
» The probability amplitude connected with such a pair of coordinate systems must, of

course, be independent of the particular problem under discussion; i.e., it must depend only on
the relations existing between the two systems of coordinates.

This rule leads to the identihcation of 4' j,(P', g'} with the wave function which we would
have indicated by the symbol f*(P) in our old notation.
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2+i
C„e(8',a') =constX exp QPq'ns' (161)

This assumption re-states for the more general case the conclusion reached
in Sect. 1 for an individual particle, that the momenta corresponding to a
Cartesian coordinate system play the part of wave-number components for
the waves in coordinate space. It is almost, but not quite, equivalent to the
assumption of Eq. (I, 123), since it is applicable in case either 8 or n takes on
a discrete range of values, while Eq. (I, 123) loses its meaning if the coordin-
ate q has only discrete values. It can be regarded as a convenient de6nition
of the relation existing between a coordinate and its canonically conjugate
momentum. The subscripts on the symbol C, s(P', n') indicate that if the
n's are moments conjugate to the P's, cohversely if we treat the n's as coordin-
ates then the P's with their signs changed become the new momenta. This
reciprocal relationship between coordinates and conjugate momenta is a
characteristic of the classical theory.

(IU) If 4 „(8', g') is the probability amptitude for the coordinate system

8 with respect to the system g, the corresponding amplitudes for the system g
with respect to the system 8 is 4*,„(P', q'). Thus

(162)

For the case in which the g's are canonically conjugate to the P's this rule
is merely a corollary on (III).

(U) If two canonical systems of coordinates 8, o. and 8, n have a common
coordinate P~

——P~, the amplitude 4 -(P', 8') contains the factor 6(P,' —P~'). Thus

c' .«(8'~8') =~(Pi' 8~')4'(—8'~8') &I 8~ =8~ (163)

This axiom is probably derivable from the others.
These probability amplitudes have certain of the properties of matrices,

viz. , they are functions of two sets of var'iables which are equal in number,
and furthermore the mode of computing the value of any of these functions
for a particular set of values of the variables from related probability ampli-
tudes (Cf. Eq. (160)) is formally similar to the rule for the multiplication
of matrices (Cf. Eq. (69))." On this account Jordan introduces the symbol
4,„e& for the whole system of values C,„(P', g') and using matrix notation
replaces Eq. (160) by

@pPQ —+ P CspQ

Eq. (165) is related to (160) just as the ordinary matrix equation

C=AB
is related to the equation

C(m, n) = QA(m, h)B(h, n).

(165)

'7 The probability amplitudes differ, however, from the matrices of Sect. 6 in that their
rows and columns refer in general to different things (P's and q's respectively) instead of to the
same set of variables. Jordan calls them "matrices of the first kind. "



Equation (162) now takes the form

From Eq. (165) we deduce that

@ „PPg „Pe= @ Pe (167)

which means that as 4 „« is arbitrary, I t'I' must play the role of an unit
matrix. Explicitly written out this becomes

The probability that P=P', when P is by hypothesis equal to P", is zero
unless P'=P". Furthermore it follows that

This proves the orthogonality and the completeness" of the set of probability
amplitudes, for explicitly written out it yields

In addition to the probability amplitudes, the development of the theory
requires the introduction of linear operators for the various dynamical
variables. The differential operators used hitherto are unsatisfactory, how-
ever, since they cannot be applied to functions in which the independent
variables take on discrete values. Hence Jordan invents integral operators
to take their place.

The fundamental characteristic of the operators previously employed
is indicated by the much-used equation

(171)

whose solution is to give a probability amplitude for the g's corresponding to
a hxed value of 0;. In terms of our present notation we may require of the
operator for a dynamical variable P& that it shall have the property

(172)

An equally satisfactory operator is one which transforms a function of g"
into a function of g' according to the rule

(173)

~I Cf. Courant-Hilbert, Chap. II, Article j., 3 Eq. (9).



QUANTUM MECHANICS

An integral operator with this characteristic is"

(174)

as the reader can easily verify. (The notation, „Pi,. is used to indicate that
the operator carries a function of q" into a function of q'. ) ~

In special cases this operator reduces to the corresponding operator of
Sect. 7, 1. Suppose, for example, that we identify Pi in Eq. (174) with qi.
Then we obtain the operator for g~ with respect to the probability ampli-
tudes of the system of coordinates to which qi belongs. Eq. (174) reduces to

, qi, = Z Zc'-'(q"', q')qi"'c".(q'", q")
gt tl gtt

(qlll q/)q tft+(qlll qll)
tll 4Itt

(175)

When applied to any probability amplitude with argument q", say C „,(q",P ')
this changes g" into g' and multiplies by g'. Hence it is equivalent to the
operator Q of Sect. 7, 1.

Consider next the operator for one of the momenta pj with respect to
the same coordinates

Zq'-. .(p' q') pi'qt -(p', q") .-
qtt

= Z Zs'"""'""' '~"'Pi'~(qi' —q~") ~(qt' —q/') (178)
yt gtl

Evidently the operator merely substitutes g&' for g&" for every value of the
subscript k except k =1. In case q& and p& both vary continuously it can be
proved from Dirichlet's integral that

-ac, .(q"-, P')-
, Pi, C „, (q",P') = const. P

2Ã Z 8g], ql I~ fII

(177)

In this case also we see that the integral operator is equivalent to the cor-
responding differential operator I' of Sect. 7, 1.

Consider next the matrices of the type used in Sect. 6 formed from the
operator „A . and the probability amplitudes C&„„(q",p") and C „,(q', p').
In analogy with Eq. (68) we define the element (p', p") of this matrix as*

Ifi(p ~p ) = Q'4. ~ (q yp )t"Pie'C't ~(q &lt ) (178)

~o Ke here define the operator by means of the probability amplitude where in other cases
we have defined the probability amplitude in terms of the operator. This procedure is a con-
sequence of the fact that probability amplitudes for canonically conjugate quantities are treated
as fundamental in the present theory.

* The use of the wavy line in Bq(p, ', it4") does not refer to a transposition of the indices
e' «d p" as in Sect. 6, 1 but is used merely to distinguish the matrices of Eqs. (178) and (17m
from those of (180).
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Hence

(179)

The second of the above expressions for Br(p', p") becomes the analog of
Eq. (I, 93) if we identify p' and p". Thus this very general type of matrix
formula contains within itself both the matrix elements of Sect. 6 and the
mean value formulas of Sect. 3.

Finally, if we form the matrix Bi(g', 9") of,„p&,, with respect to the co
ordinate system q, p we obtain

Comparing with Eq. (174') we see that

(181)

Thus the operator of P& with respect to the coordinate system q, p is equiva-
lent to a linear transformation whose matrix is B&(g', g").

Matrices of the type B&(IJ.', p") and B&(g', g") are called "matrices of the
second kind. " If we introduce the matrix

we can express Eq. (180) in the form

B&—(@ 8e) &P&88(@ P—a)

(182)

(183)

We call PP~ the matrix of P, with respect to a system of coordinates of which
it is itself a member, while B~ is the matrix of P~ with respect to the coor-
dinate system g, P. This means, for example, that the probability amplitude
f„&„(x,' y, s) in the hydrogen atom problem can be interpreted as the
matrix of a transformation which carries the matrix of x (or y or s) with re-
spect to an x, y, s coordinate system over into the matrix of x with respect
to the "coordinate system" I, I, m. so Thus (for p&=x) Eq. (183) goes over
into the form

X(N', I', m'; e",I",m") = J)p "~" "(&,y, s)n4 i m (&, y, s)dxdyds. (184)

If the matrix B& in Eq. (183) is known, we can use the equation to deter-
mine the probability amplitude 4 „~&. Multiplying both sides in front by
4 p

& and writing out the explicit expression for the matrix element
obtain

"This use of the quantum numbers as a "coordinate system" is due to Dirac (ref. 6p).
More correctly we should say that the coordinate system consists of the set of dynamical
variables determined by the quantum numbers; e.g. , the total angular momentum, etc.
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(185)

If the coordinates g have discrete spectra only, Eq. (185) is a homogeneous
linear equation with the elements of the matrix 4 „«as unknowns. If we
allow g" to take on all possible values we obtain an infinite set of simul-
taneous linear equations of which Eq. (I, 135) may be regarded as a special
case where P is identical with the energy.

On the other hand, the above equation can be reduced, under suitable
circumstances, to differential form. As Bi, is Hermitian,

(186)

Define, B~, as the operator

,,Ba,, is equivalent to,„Pq,, or to ZBs(g', g") except that it converts a

function of q' into a function of g'. This reduces Eq. (186) to the form

[,, Bg,, Pg'j C„(q—', P') =0. (187)

Finally, if the g coordinate system is continuous, so that

and if, ,B~,, ——gq(, ,g~., ..p~, ,), we have

g& q', — —P&' C„q',P' =a. (188)

This is paralleled by

q', +- — C„q',P' =0 (188')

in case Pq has a continuous range of values. Here, fa(g, p) =nq. Suitable
specialization of Eq. (188') leads to the differential equation for Q referred to
on p. 173 of Part I. If P& is the energy and gz(g, P) is the Hamiltonian, (188)
is the Schrodinger equation without the time. In general it is identical with
Eqs. (I, 124) and (171).

The wave functions in the second Shcrodinger equation are probability
amplitudes associated with the transformation from a fixed coordinate sys-
tem $ to a variable coordinate system q~. The problem of determining f (q, t)
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from the initial conditions as defined by iP(g, 0) is the problem of passing from
Ci(gar $) to C (gi, P), which is solved by use of the formula

c'(gi, 5) =pc'(gi, ga)c'(ga, 5)
gs

if C (gi, ga) can be found. Kennard" has discussed the problem in detail and
has proved that if C(gi, $) is formed in this way it is then a solution of an
equation which differs from Eq. (I, 38) only through a term which is of no
physical importance.

Eqs. (285), (186), and (28/) can be paralleled by corresponding equations
in which the matrix of Pa (Le , Ba.) is replaced by the matrix of the momentum
ak conjugate to p». At the same time we have to replace the factor pa' on
the right byna, [,Cf. Eq. (178)j. Then we have, for example

I,,rf », , —a, i»»a,
*

I 4~(g', P') =0. (187a)

This equation, regarded as a functional equation for the probability ampli-
tude 4„(g', P') has the same solutions as Eq. (287). The equivalence of the
solutions of the two equations is an expression of the fact that Pa and na are
canonically conjugate quantities. If' we now, starting with an arbitrary set
of canonically conjugate coordinates and moments (g, p) having continuous
spectra, form arbitrary operator functions"

(189)
ka gk(a gi'ra ra Pka, ) k=2, , j
aar fa(argaa rarpa, ) r

we can set up a corresponding pair of equations of the form of Eq. (187)and
(287a)." If the spectra for the P's and n's can be defined such that these
equations have a simultaneous solution, then the coordinate system (P, n)
thus de6ned is canonical. This rather formidable method of testing a set of
proposed transformation equations like (189) reduces to the one previously
used if the p spectrum, like the p and g spectra is continuous. Then (187a)
goes over into

(2%8a)

and the condition for the identity of the solutions of (188) and (188a) be-
comes"

faga-gafa =1. — (190)

A canonical transformation can also be set up by means of the matrix
equations

ga=(c,-") 'ga(c ")
7ia=(@'k-") 'pa(c'k. ")

s' Cf. Eqs. {137).
~' The operator &.~~&. is defined by Eq. (176).
~8 Cf. Jordan I, )S.
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where C „« is an arbitrary function of the g's and P's satisfying the
conditions (166) and (168). If the transformation is to preserve the Hermitian
character of the Hamiltonian matrix (which is equivalent to keeping the
Hamiltonian operator self-adjoint), it is necessary that 4&„' be independent
of an interchange in the numerical values of the g's and P's.

For further details and applications of this beautiful theory the reader is
referred to the original papers of Dirac and Jordan. ~

ERRATA

EDWIN C. KEMBLE

Physical Review Supplement 2, October, 1929

Page 174, last line. The right hand member of the equation should be multi-
plied by dx.

Page 192, Eq. (97) should read

fff.(AA *+4.0 *)d dy & =Zfff. (e e.*+e.e )dP~f ~f '
Eq. (98) is best derived by means of Eq. (91) of Part II.

Page 193, Eq. (102). The sign of the right hand member should be reversed.
Page 193, line 13 from bottom. Read (94) and (96) for (94) and (95)
Page 203, Eq. (137) should read P ~c~„~'=1.

I' Cf. also D. Hilbert, L. Nordheim, and J.V. Neuman, Math. Ann. 98, 1 (1927).


