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Tc and resistivity variation induced by external bending strain in flexible film of strain-sensitive
(La, Sr)2CuO4
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Strain in materials changes their electronic structure, and the strain response realizes rich material properties
and devices. Superconductivity under hydrostatic pressure and epitaxial strain suggests significant response to
an external variable strain in a single sample, but this has not yet been demonstrated because the strain is usually
a fixed parameter after sample fabrication. (La, Sr)2CuO4 films were fabricated on flexible metal substrates,
and bending strain was applied to them to observe the critical temperature (Tc ) and resistivity variation induced
by strain. The compressive bending strain of −0.005 increased the Tc from 23.4 to 27.3 K. The magnitude of
the Tc change by the bending strain is independent of the doping level and initial epitaxial strain. Furthermore,
the irreversibility temperature was also improved by the compressive bending, and reasonable Tc variation with
respect to the reversible strain was observed. Ab initio density functional calculation for the mother compound
La2CuO4 clarified that the low-energy electronic structures are sensitive to the bending strain. While the carriers
(holes) are preferentially injected into the in-plane orbitals of the CuO2 plane under the compressive strain,
the tensile strain leads to the carrier injection into the perpendicular orbitals which is unfavorable to the
superconductivity. The strain-sensitive high-Tc superconductor under the external strain highlights a new aspect
for cuprate superconductors, which opens monitoring of the stress situation in the cryogenic systems such as
superconducting magnet and liquid hydrogen container.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The response of material properties to external fields leads
to rich material properties and output/conversion devices on
information and energy, and much effort has been devoted
to controlling this phenomenon. While electric and magnetic
fields are one of the most important external fields in the
recent electronics [1,2], stress and strain are becoming in-
creasingly important for mechanical, robotic, and biological
sensors [3,4]. The piezoresistive effect changes the resistivity
when strain is applied, which can be used for mechanical
sensing. The piezoresistive effects in metals and semicon-
ductors are explained by the geometrical effect and band
structure, which means that the piezoresistive effect has been
investigated mainly for the simple physical phenomena [5].
Recently, strain has started to be applied to control the compli-
cated phenomena in antiferromagnets [6,7], two-dimensional
semiconductors [8], and quantum wells [9].

Superconductivity is one of the most interesting and phys-
ically rich phenomena. Temperature and magnetic field are
dominant for the superconducting phase transition. Supercon-
ductivity is maintained at temperatures lower than the critical
current (Tc) and the magnetic field lower than the upper
critical field (Hc2) (in the case of type II superconductors). Su-
perconductivity is also broken by high current density whose
limit is defined as critical current density (Jc). Therefore, the
appearance of the superconducting phase and the performance

of superconducting materials are usually discussed in terms of
the triple axes of temperature, magnetic field, and current den-
sity [10]. In addition, the carrier concentration can be tuned by
electric field to vary the Tc [11]. Although the carrier concen-
tration is usually assumed to be fixed after sample fabrication,
electrostatic doping with electric field has successfully varied
the carrier concentration and Tc. However, the Tc variation is
limited to a very thin region near the surface [12–14].

Tc is also changed by the pressure effect [15–17] and
film strain [18–20]. The hydrostatic pressure increases the
Tc in the Hg-based superconductor from 135 to 164 K [15].
Thus, the strain can greatly change the Tc at the bulk scale.
However, the hydrostatic pressure is difficult to use for de-
vice application, and the hydrostatic pressure studies focus
on the fundamental interests to explore higher-Tc materials.
The strain effects in films have been widely discussed for
the electronic structure [21,22], oxygen content [23], and
phase stability [24] in various films, and the epitaxial strain
has also varied the Tc in (La, Sr)2CuO4 (LSCO) from 25
to 50 K [18]. The epitaxial strain, which is not changed
after sample fabrication, also cannot be used for dynamic
response to strain in devices. However, the effects of hydro-
static pressure and epitaxial strain in high-Tc superconductors
suggest possible response to external strain. The mechanical
properties of YBa2Cu3Oy (YBCO) coated conductors have
been investigated for commercial superconducting tapes for
power and energy applications which require large current
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under mechanical stress [25]. More strain-sensitive high-Tc

superconductors are expected to exhibit significant strain-
induced variation of resistivity and Tc, which is applicable to
sensor devices.

In this study, the LSCO films were fabricated on the metal
substrate to observe the Tc and resistivity variation induced
by the external bending strain. Here, the ion beam assisted
deposition (IBAD) substrates were used as the substrate for
bending the superconducting films. Although the Tc under the
bending strain has been measured in the commercial YBCO
tapes on the IBAD substrates, the Tc variation in YBCO is
very small [26]. However, if we choose LSCO which is more
sensitive to the strain, more significant output (Tc variation) is
expected. For the design and understanding of the Tc variation
under the external strain, the multiband electronic structure
of LSCO was analyzed using density-functional theory (DFT)
calculation. Based on the results, the Tc variation induced by
external strain is demonstrated as an important aspect in the
high-Tc superconducting properties.

II. EXPERIMENTAL AND CALCULATION DETAILS

A. Sample preparation

The LSCO films were fabricated using pulsed laser deposi-
tion (PLD) with the fourth harmonic generation of a NdYAG
laser (wavelength = 266 nm). The deposition temperature,
oxygen partial pressure, and substrate-target distance were
840 ◦C, 26 Pa, and 4 cm, respectively. The substrate was
an IBAD substrate consisting of an LaMnO3 top layer,
an IBAD-MgO template, and a 40-µm-thick Hastelloy. The
thickness of LSCO was 70–190 nm, and the Sr content, x
in (La1−x, Srx )2CuO4, was 0.1–0.25. Gold electrodes were
deposited using sputtering before the Tc measurement.

B. Sample evaluation

X-ray diffraction (XRD) was used to evaluate the phase
formation, lattice parameter, and orientation. The c-axis ori-
ented LSCO films were obtained. Fourfold symmetric φ scan
results were obtained for LSCO(103), indicating that LSCO
exhibits the epitaxial relationship on the IBAD.

Resistivity-temperature (ρ-T) curves were measured using
the four-probe method at a current of 0.01 mA in a physical
property measurement system (Quantum Design Inc.). The
voltage electrode was separated by ∼1 mm and the sample
width was ∼2.5 mm. The thickness was 70–190 nm. The
ρ-T curves were also measured for magnetic fields of 1–9 T.
To investigate the influence of the bending strain on the ρ-T
curves, the films were placed on the Cu bending die with the
curvature radii of 9, 7, 6, 5, and 4 mm. While the convex bend-
ing results in the tensile strain, the concave bending results in
the compressive strain.

C. Calculation details

In the present study, we consider three-type configurations
according to the experimental situation, which is schemati-
cally shown in Fig. 1. The panels (a), (b), and (c) represent
compressively bent, not-distorted (unbent), and tensile-bent
configurations, respectively.

(a) compressive (εxx < 0) 

(b) not-distorted (εxx = 0) 

(c) tensile (εxx > 0) 

a b

c

a'
b'

c'

a' b'

c'

FIG. 1. Schematic figure of strained configurations and corre-
sponding unit cell: (a) compressively bent, (b) not-distorted (unbent),
and (c) tensile-bent structures. Left panels show the schematics of
strained samples, and right panels show deformed unit cells with
strain εxx .

When a compressive stress is applied to a sample [left
of panel (a)], a tetragonal structure is distorted along the a
direction [right of (a)]; its lattice parameters are changed to
a′ = a(1 + εxx ), b′ = a(1−νεxx ), and c′ = c(1−νεxx ), where
a and c are lattice parameters of a not-distorted structure,
and the εxx is a strain along the x direction, and is negative
in the compressive case. The ν is Poisson’s ratio depending
on the materials, and we employed ν = 0.3 in this study. Thus,
the compressively strained, not-distorted, and tensile-strained
structures are the structures corresponding to the εxx < 0,
εxx = 0, and εxx > 0 cases, respectively.

We performed ab initio density-functional calculations us-
ing Quantum ESPRESSO [27,28], where we employed norm-
conserving pseudopotentials [29,30], and the generalized-
gradient approximation for exchange-correlation energy pro-
posed by Perdew, Burke, and Ernzerhof [31]. The cutoff
energy for the wave function and charge density are 120
and 1200 Ry, respectively, and a Monkhorst-Pack k grid of
20 × 20 × 20 was employed. The crystal structure was fully
optimized so that the force on each ion and lattice parameters
were less than 0.001 a.u. and 0.5 kbar, respectively. The result-
ing lattice constants are a = 3.814 Å and c = 13.197 Å, and
this relaxed structure is corresponding to a not-distorted struc-
ture of εxx = 0. In the present study, we generated strained
structures with εxx = −0.1, −0.05, 0.05, and 0.1. For the
strained lattices, we checked optimization effects of atomic
configurations, but the effect seems to be small (Fig. S1 [32]).
Then, in the present study, we used not-relaxed results for the
discussions.

We also performed the Wannier analysis using RESPACK

[34], where maximally localized Wannier functions for all
the Cu-d and O-p orbitals were constructed. In La2CuO4,
since the bands involving the Cu-d and O-p orbitals are well
isolated from other bands (see Fig. S2 [32]), we constructed
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FIG. 2. Photographs of (a) the films bent by a tweezer and (b) the films placed on the Cu bending die. (c) The photographs of the films
before bending and after bending (bending curvature = 5 mm). There is no residual strain in this photograph. (d) Schematic illustration of
concave and convex bent films. (e) Strain values of each surface side of the bent films. (f) The surface strain measured by the strain gauge as a
function of tsubstrate/R in the LSCO film under bending strain.

their maximally localized Wannier functions for this isolated
band group.

III. RESULTS

A. Film bending and strain

The bending strain was applied to the LSCO films fabri-
cated on an IBAD substrate. The IBAD substrate is usually
used for YBa2Cu3O7 coated conductors [35,36]. Figures 2(a)
and 2(b) show photographs of the samples bent by a tweezer
and on the Cu bending die. The single crystal substrate
of oxides (SrTiO3, LaAlO3, etc.) cannot be deformed by a
tweezer. The IBAD substrates with a large thickness are also
difficult to bend. Thus, the substrates are usually difficult
to deform by the small force that can be applied by hands
or fingers. Figure 2(a) clearly shows the difference between
the conventional films and the present films. Residual strain
was not clearly observed after bending (bending curvature
� 5 mm) in Fig. 2(c), indicating the elastic deformation at
the small strain. At the bending radius of 4 mm, the plastic
component was partially observed (returned to the slightly

curved shape after removal from the die), but Fig. 2(c) indi-
cates that the elastic component is dominant in the present
range. The concave and convex sides in the bent tape result in
compressive and tensile strain, which is schematically shown
in Figs. 2(d) and 2(e). The tensile and compressive bending
strains are given by tsubstrate

R and − tsubstrate
R in the single layer

sample.
Figure 3 schematically shows the bending strain and stress

for the multilayer sample consisting of the film and substrate.
For simplicity, the bilayer structure is considered, but the
multilayer structure of IBAD does not alter the conclusion
that the Hastelloy dominates the bending situation (the neutral
axis). The initial epitaxial strain and stress in the films are
also schematically shown. By minimizing the energy of mis-
fit dislocations and elastic strain, the epitaxial strain (elastic
component), εepitaxial, is determined [23].

The stress is induced by the die to deform the shape from
the unbent epitaxial film, and the total stress/strain consists of
the epitaxial (initial) and bending stresses/strains. To discuss
the Tc value, the total strain should be discussed because the
total strain determines the lattice parameter. However, this
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FIG. 3. (a) Schematic illustration of the bending/epitaxial strain and stress in the film. The film thickness is enlarged from the actual
thickness for clarity. The total stress/strain (not shown) is the sum of the epitaxial stress/strain and bending stress/strain. (b) The dependence of
the bending strain and stress on the position along the bending radius (y). y < 20 µm and −20 µm < y < 20 µm indicate the film and substrate
positions, respectively. The stress and strain were calculated using the realistic values from the literature and assuming δ = 0. Insets show the
enlarged views near the film.

study focuses on the Tc variation from the unbent epitaxial
film. The induced strain that causes the Tc variation is the
bending strain, and the epitaxial strain exists regardless of the
bending.

The neutral axis is in the center of the substrate in the
case of the single layer, and the bending strain is given by
± tsubstrate

R at the front/back of the substrate in the case of only
the substrate. On the other hand, the neutral axis shift by
δ should be considered when the film is deposited on the

substrate. The bending strain varies linearly with the position
along the direction of the bending radius. Due to the difference
in Young’s modulus between the film (Efilm = 185 GPa [23])
and the substrate (Esubstrate = 195 GPa [37]), the behavior of
the bending stress is changed at the interface between the sub-
strate and the film. The balance of the total stress determines
the neutral axis. σ (y) and ε(y) are the total stress and strain
depending on the position (y), respectively.

∫ tsubstrate

−tsubstrate−tfilm

σ (y)dy =
∫ tsubstrate

−tsubstrate

Esubstrateε(y)dy +
∫ −tsubstrate

−tsubstrate−tfilm

Efilmε(y)dy

=
∫ tsubstrate

−tsubstrate

Esubstrate
y − δ

R
dy +

∫ −tsubstrate

−tsubstrate−tfilm

Efilm
y − δ

R
dy

= −Esubstrate

R
δ2tsubstrate − Efilm

2R
(2tfilmtsubstrate + t2

film ) − Efilm

R
δtfilm

= tsubstrate

(
−2Esubstrate

R
− Efilm

R

tfilm

tsubstrate

)
δ − Efilm

2R

(
2 + tfilm

tsubstrate

)
tfilm = 0. (1)

Here, the “epitaxial” component in the substrate and film is canceled in the integral. Because tfilm
tsubstrate

� 1 (tfilm < 190 nm and
2tsubstrate = 40 µm) and Efilm ∼ Esubstrate,

tsubstrate

(
−2Esubstrate

R
δ − Efilm

R
tfilm

)
= 0, (2)

δ = − Efilm
2Esubstrate

tfilm. Considering the modified neutral axis, the bending strains at the film bottom and surface are

−tsubstrate − δ

R
= −tsubstrate

R

(
1 − Efilm

2Esubstrate

tfilm

tsubstrate

)
∼ −tsubstrate

R
, (3a)

−tsubstrate − tfilm − δ

R
= −tsubstrate

R

(
1 + tfilm

tsubstrate
− Efilm

2Esubstrate

tfilm

tsubstrate

)
∼ −tsubstrate

R
. (3b)
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Because the film thickness is very thin compared with the
substrate thickness (<1%), the influence of the film thickness
on the neutral axis and the bending strain can be neglected.
Thus, the strain in the film can be assumed to be constant
throughout the film.

Here, we roughly calculate the bending strain values for
the film bottom and surface to confirm the above conclusion
on the film strain. tsubstrate is 20 µm for the film bottom and
20 µm+200 nm for the film surface. The total strain is 0.003 33
at the bottom and 0.003 37 at the top. The strain difference is
only 0.000 04, which is much smaller than the strain range
discussed in this study. Thus, the strain difference in the film
along the thickness is negligible.

To confirm the successful control of the bending strain, the
strain of the film surface was measured using a strain gauge.
Figure 2(f) shows the strain measured by the strain gauge as
a function of tsubstrate/R, where 2tsubstrate is the substrate thick-
ness and R is the bending curvature. The substrate thickness
(2tsubstrate = 40 µm) dominates the sample thickness because
the film thickness (tfilm < 200 nm) is very thin as already
discussed.

The strain gauge cannot give the accurate strain at the
surface (∼film) because the adhesive and strain gauge have a
thickness comparable to the sample. Assuming that the bend-
ing strain at the surface of the sample is given by tsubstrate/R,
the strain measured by the strain gauge is larger than this
value. Figure 2(f) shows the strain gauge value as a function of
tsubstrate/R. As shown in Supplelmental Material Fig. S3 [32],
the strain gauge value can be explained by considering the
adhesive+gauge thickness. The difference between tsubstrate/R
and the measured strain is explained by considering the ad-
hesive+gauge thickness of 30 µm. Thus, the validity of the
surface strain given by tsubstrate/R is demonstrated by the linear
relationship for the strain gauge measurement by considering
the adhesive and gauge thickness.

The strain is applied to the films as the elastic strain, dis-
location, and crack. It should be noted that the relaxation of
the film strain by dislocations requires the dislocation motion
[38]. In the metal films where the dislocation can move [39]
or the oxide films deposited at high temperature, the strain
is relaxed by the dislocation after the threading dislocations
and/or the surface dislocation loops move to spread the misfit
dislocations along the interface. It is well known that plastic
deformation is difficult in ceramics such as oxides because the
dislocation motion is difficult. Therefore, it is assumed that
configurational variation of the misfit dislocations does not
occur at the interface in the case of room temperature bending.
If the dislocation configuration at the interface is unchanged,
the strain relaxation by the dislocations does not occur. It
has been reported that the elastic component is relaxed by
dislocations only at the high temperature in the bending of
GaAs/InxGa1−xAs/GaAs [40]. Thus, the strain relaxation by
dislocations is not dominant in this case.

Crack formation increases resistivity because it degrades
the current flow path. However, the significant resistivity in-
crease was not observed in the compression cases. In addition,
the crack irreversibly changes the properties. As shown later,
the property exhibits reversible behavior. These suggest that
the crack formation is not a dominant component of the strain.

Thus, the dislocations and fracture (crack) are excluded
from the dominant component of the strain. It has been re-
ported that the ratio of the lattice strain and applied strain
is 0.57 for YBCO and 0.88 for Hastelloy and the YBCO
coated conductors [41]. The transferred strain for YBCO is
64% of the strain in the substrate. YBCO has two types of
domains (orthorhombic structure with different a-axis and
b-axis lengths), resulting in stress concentration. On the other
hand, LSCO has no domain structure (tetragonal structure
with a = b). This suggests that the present LSCO situation is
further away from YBCO in terms of the stress concentration.
It is reasonable to assume that the bending strain is applied
to the LSCO films mainly as the elastic strain. This is also
consistent with the observation in Fig. 2(c) that the curved film
was returned elastically to the straight film after the bending
strain is removed.

B. Tc variation induced by strain

Figures S4–S6 [32] show the XRD results for the films, in-
dicating the epitaxial films on the IBAD substrate. The lattice
parameter is slightly larger than that in the bulk LSCO [42] in
Fig. S7(a) [32]. Figures 4 and S8 [32] show the ρ-T curve for
various Sr contents and thicknesses which vary the electronic
structure and Tc. The resistivity decreases with increasing the
Sr content due to the hole doping (Fig. S5 [32]). The resistivity
for x = 0.15 is ∼1000 µ� cm. The resistivity is of the same
order but may be slightly higher than the bulk LSCO [42]. The
optimum Tc for bulk LSCO is 40 K, but the Tc in this study
is lower. As shown in Fig. S7(b) [32], the Tc-c relationship
is different between the film and the bulk [42], indicating that
the carrier or band structure in the present films is not the same
as that in the bulk. The lattice parameter and resistivity values
may indicate that the oxygen vacancies or the lattice defects
near the substrate reduce the Tc.

Figures 4 and S8 [32] show the ρ-T curve as a function
of the strain. In the case of x = 0.15, the compressive strain
of −0.005 (bending curvature = 4 mm) increased the Tc from
23.4 K (unbent) to 27.3 K. On the other hand, the tensile strain
of 0.004 (bending curvature = 5 mm) decreased the Tc from
23.4 K (unbent) to 19.1 K. In the case of x = 0.1 and 0.2,
similar Tc variation by the bending strain was observed (not
shown for the tensile case of x = 0.1 and the case of x = 0.2).

The thickness varied the superconductivity in the unbent
films due to the epitaxial strain (Fig. S6 [32]), but the Tc

variation by the bending strain was observed regardless of
thickness in Fig. 4(e). In the case of x = 0.25, while the
superconductivity was not observed in the unbent film, super-
conductivity starts to appear under the compressive strain of
−0.0022. Figure 4(f) shows the ρ-T curves for the unbent and
bent LSCO films with x = 0.1, whose preparation condition is
different from that in Fig. 4(c) due to the change of chamber
setup. In Fig. 4(f), the bending was performed by placing
the film in the U-shaped die which is shown in the inset of
Fig. 4(f). It should be noted that the superconducting transi-
tion is induced by the compressive bending in Fig. 4(f). The
observations in Fig. 4 demonstrate that the superconductivity
in the LSCO flexible films can be controlled by the external
bending strain.
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FIG. 4. Temperature dependence of resistivity (ρ) for (a) the compressive-bent LSCO(0.15), (b) the tensile-bent LSCO(0.15), (c) the
compressive-bent LSCO(0.1), (d) the compressive-bent thick LSCO(0.15), (e) the compressive-bent LSCO(0.25), and (f) the compressive-bent
thick LSCO(0.1). Inset of (f) shows the sample setup for bending.

Figure 5 shows the ρ-T curves in magnetic fields
of 0, 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 T for ε = 0 and ε = −0.004
(bending radius = 5 mm). As in Fig. 4, the compressive strain
of −0.004 increased the Tc from 22.7 K(unbent) to 26.2 K.
Regardless of magnetic field, the resistance drop was shifted
to high temperature by the compressive strain. Thus, the bend-
ing strain increases the irreversibility temperature (Tirr ) in
magnetic field, as well as the Tc. The Tirr nearly corresponds
to the phase boundary between the glass and liquid phases of
vortices although it is not a strict physical definition [43,44].
Figure 5(b) shows the Tirr-B curves for ε = 0 (x = 0.15),
ε = −0.004 (x = 0.15) which are compared with that for the
ε = 0 (x = 0.2). With the increase in the Sr content, x im-
proved the Tirr-B curve to the high temperature side as shown
in Fig. 5(b). The Sr content affects the vortex pinning. On the
other hand, the compressive strain also improved the curve,
although the structural factor such as the Sr content was not
varied. Figure 5(b) indicates the variation in Birr (0). The pin-
ning center structure is not changed by the compressive strain,
and the variation in the pinning energy should be discussed
[45]. The pinning energy is determined by the coherence
length and the penetration depth. The coherence length is
determined by the gap energy and the Fermi velocity [46]. The
relationship between the coherence length and the penetration
depth, and the electronic structure in high-Tc superconductors
with the nodal gap [47] should be clarified. It has been re-
ported that the normal state carrier concentration measured
by the Hall effect decreases with overdoping in LSCO [48].
The relationship between the normal state carrier concentra-
tion and the superfluid density is still unclear because Fermi
surface reconstruction may occur [49]. The detailed electronic
structure calculation in the next section may help in discussing
this matter. However, Fig. 5 demonstrates that the strain can

control the vortex phase diagram through the pinning energy.
The present observation seems to be consistent with the report
that the overdoping improves the Jc in the YBCO film [50].
Thus, the control of the pinning energy and Jc by strain is
an interesting topic which includes the influence of the strain
not only on the Tc, but also on the superfluid density, the
coherence length, and the penetration depth.

Figure 6 shows the Tc variation with the bending history
(no strain and compressive strain) for the LSCO (0.15, 90 nm).
The Tc variation for the bending history of no strain, tensile
strain, and compressive strain is also shown in Fig. S9 [32].
After placing the sample on the die, gold wires were attached
using silver paste. The Tc measurement (in the temperature
from 300 to 10 K) was performed. After increasing the tem-
perature, the sample was removed from the measurement
apparatus. The sample was detached from the sample die,
and the sample was placed on the next die. After that, the Tc

measurement was measured again from 300 to 10 K. When the
sample contained the slight plastic component (4 mm bend-
ing), the straight shape was maintained by placing the sample
on the straight holder with a doublesided tape. The strain
history is shown in Fig. 6(a). The strain of −0.002 to −0.005
was applied to measure the Tc, and the Tc was also measured
at the unbent situation. Figure 6(b) shows the Tc variation
for the bending history of Fig. 6(a). The Tc value returned
to that of the unbent film after the bending, indicating the
reversible response of superconductivity to the bending strain.
The resistivity decreased significantly in cases 3 and 8 maybe
due to an unintended current path to the metal substrate.

The Tc variation in the present study is ∼5 K, while the
epitaxial [51–53] and nanocomposite [54] strains for LSCO
increased Tc to ∼50 K. The strain configuration is different
from that in the epitaxial and nanocomposite strains. The
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FIG. 5. (a) ρ/ρ (45 K)-T curves in the magnetic field of 0, 1,
3, 5, 7, and 9 T for the LSCO(0.15, 70 nm) with ε = 0 and ε =
−0.004. (b) B-(1 − Tirr/Tc ) curves for the LSCO (0.15, 70 nm) of
ε = 0 and ε = −0.004. For comparison, the B-(1 − Tirr/Tc ) curve for
the LSCO (0.2) with ε = 0.

important observation in the experimental part is that the
Tc was varied by the variable external strain (Fig. 4) and
the reversible strain (Fig. 6) in a single film. The sign and
magnitude of the strain cannot be varied after finishing the
sample preparation in usual systems including the epitaxial
films. From the reversibility point of view, the Tc variation
induced by external strain is very different from the situation
for the epitaxial strain.

C. Apex oxygen effect

The crystalline anisotropy and the Poisson effect affect
the lattice and atomic configuration under the bending. Here,
the atomic and electronic structures are analyzed in detail
to understand the influence of the bending strain on Tc. In
this section, we investigate the mechanism of the Tc varia-
tion induced by external strain. For this purpose, we perform
ab initio density functional calculation and Wannier function
analysis. We first perform the analysis for Wannier orbital
energies. For this purpose, we define oxygens in the CuO6

with the numbers 1–4 in Fig. 7(a). In cuprates, it is known
that there is a close correlation between the Tc and the octa-

FIG. 6. (a) Bending history and Tc variation for the repeated
bending for the LSCO (0.15, 90 nm). (b) ρ-T curves for the bending
history shown in (a).

hedral oxygen energy level [55]. Then, we consider several
characteristic energies; the energy level of the apex oxygen
O(A) [O1 and O2 atoms in Fig. 7(a)] relative to the in-plane
oxygen O(P) (O3 and O4 atoms) as

	vA = vO(A) − vO(P) (4)

with

vO(A) = 1

6

∑
α=x,y,z

(
EO1-pα

+ EO2-pα

)
(5)

and

vO(P) = 1

6

∑
α=x,y,z

(
EO3-pα

+ EO4-pα

)
, (6)

where Eμ is the μth Wannier orbital energy, all of which
are listed in Supplemental Material Table S1 [32]. We also
consider the energy level of the in-plane oxygen O(P) relative
to the in-plane copper Cu(P) in Fig. 7(a) as

	vM = vO(P) − vCu(P) (7)

with

vCu(P) = 1

5

5∑
α

ECu-dα
(8)

and α = xy, yz, zx, z2, and x2 − y2. Finally, we consider
	vd as an energy difference between the Cu-dz2 and Cu-dx2−y2

orbitals as

	vd =
√(

ECu-dz2 − ECu-dx2−y2

) + 4	z2, x2−y2 (9)

with 	z2, x2−y2 being the on-site transfer between the Cu-dz2

and Cu-dx2−y2 orbitals.
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FIG. 7. (a) A schematic figure of a CuO6 octahedron consisting of O1–O4 and Cu atoms. We show visualization of important Wannier
orbitals (drawn by VESTA [56]): The panels (b) and (c) are pz orbitals of the apex oxygen, and (e) and (f) display the px and py orbitals in the
CuO2 plane, respectively. We also show (d) Cu-dz2 and (g) Cu-dx2−y2 orbitals. (h) Strain dependence of orbital energies, where 	vA in Eq. (4)
(circles) is the energy level of the apex oxygen relative to the in-plane oxygen, 	vM in Eq. (7) (squares) is the energy level of the in-plane
oxygen relative to the in-plane Cu, and 	vd in Eq. (9) (bullets) is the difference between the dz2 and dx2−y2 of Cu.

We show in Fig. 7(h) the strain dependence of 	vA, 	vM ,
and 	vd , whose quantitative values are summarized in Table
S1 [32]. From the figure, we see that the 	vA decreases from
compressive to tensile configurations; d	vA

dε
< 0. Also, from

Fig. 4, the Tc decreases from compressive to tensile configura-
tions; dTc

dε
< 0. Thus, (dTc/dε)/(d	vA/dε) ∼ dTc

dvA
> 0; the Tc

increases with 	vA, which is consistent with the observation
of Ref. [55]. The 	vM also decreases with strain ε, but the
tendency is weak. Also, the 	vd exhibits a quadratic feature
to the ε. It should be noted here that the height of the apex
O(A) oxygen from the CuO2 plane is larger in the compressive
structure with introducing the Poisson’s ratio (see Fig. 1).
Then, our observed 	vA trend simply might reflect the height
difference.

D. Two-orbital analysis

We next perform an analysis for the strain dependence,
focusing on two orbitals in the cuprate. The two-orbital model
considering the dx2−y2 [Fig. 7(g)] and dz2 [Fig. 7(d)] orbitals
has been used for discussions of the superconducting ten-
dency of cuprates [57]. For example, the Tc difference between
La2−xSrxCuO4 (Tc ∼ 40 K) and HgBa2CuO4+δ (Tc ∼ 90 K)
can be explained from the difference in the weight of the
dz2 orbital to the Fermi surface; in the latter higher-Tc Hg
compound, the dz2 weight is smaller and dominated by the
single-orbital nature of the dx2−y2 orbital. This picture may be
useful in the present discussion about the bending-strain effect
in La2−xSrxCuO4 on Tc; in the experiment, the compressive
strain leads to the Tc increase, while the tensile strain brings
about the Tc decrease.

We show in Fig. 8 a fat-band plot for the band struc-
ture near the Fermi level. From top to bottom, the fat-band

plots for the strain εxx = −0.1, −0.05, 0, 0.05, and 0.1 are
shown. The left panels display schematic figures for strained
structures. The second left panels are results on the Cu-dz2

contribution denoted by green to the band structure, and the
second right panels show results on the Cu-dx2−y2 contribution
denoted by blue. We also give in the right panels contributions
from these two orbitals to the density of states (DOS). We see
that the low-energy electronic structure near the Fermi level
is mainly contributed from the Cu-dx2−y2 orbital, while the
Cu-dz2 contribution gradually increases from the compressive-
to tensile-bent structure.

TABLE I. Comparison of local density of states (DOS) of each
orbital at the Fermi level, where ρz2 , ρx2−y2 , ρO(A), and ρO(P) are
local DOS of Cu-dz2 , Cu-dx2−y2 , apex oxygen, and in-plane oxygen,
respectively, and ρtotal is the total DOS at the Fermi level. The
unit is given in states/eV. We also list the ratios of ρz2 + ρO(A) and
ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) to ρtotal.

εxx −0.1 −0.05 0 0.05 0.1

ρz2 0.03 0.04 0.08 0.20 0.31
ρx2−y2 0.34 0.37 0.42 0.51 0.53
ρO(A) 0.04 0.05 0.08 0.19 0.29
ρO(P) 0.36 0.37 0.41 0.53 0.58
ρtotal 0.78 0.84 1.00 1.43 1.71

ρz2 +ρO(A)

ρtotal
0.09 0.11 0.16 0.27 0.35

ρx2−y2 +ρO(P)

ρtotal
0.90 0.88 0.83 0.73 0.65
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FIG. 8. Fat-band plots: From top to bottom, the fat bands for strain εxx = −0.1, − 0.05, 0, 0.05, and 0.1 are shown. The left panels
display schematic figures of strained samples. The second left panels are the results on the Cu-dz2 contribution denoted by green, and the
second right panels show the results on the Cu-dx2−y2 contribution denoted by blue. The contributions to the density of states from these
orbitals are shown in the right panels.

To show this trend quantitatively, we summarized in Table I
the local DOS of each orbital at the Fermi level. In this table,
we add the DOS contributions from the apex oxygen O(A)
and the in-plane oxygen O(P), as well as the Cu-dz2 and
Cu-dx2−y2 contributions. The total DOS ρtotal at the Fermi level
is basically given as ρz2 + ρx2−y2 + ρO(A) + ρO(P). It should
be noted here that, in the cuprate, the dx2−y2 orbital is well
hybridized with neighboring in-plane O3-py [Fig. 7(f)] and
O4-px [Fig. 7(e)] orbitals, and the dz2 orbital is hybridized
with apex O1-pz [Fig. 7(b)] and O2-pz [Fig. 7(c)] orbitals.

We summarized in Fig. 9 the dependence of
(ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) )/ρtotal and (ρz2 + ρO(A) )/ρtotal on the
bending strain εxx. We see that the compressive-bent
structure (εxx < 0) gives a large (ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) )/ρtotal,
while the tensile-bent structure (εxx > 0) leads to a
small (ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) )/ρtotal. In the experiment, the
compressive-bent structure gives a higher Tc, while the
tensile-bent structure leads to a smaller Tc. Thus, the higher Tc

structure corresponds to the compressive-bent structure giving
the large (ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) )/ρtotal and small (ρz2 + ρO(A) )/ρtotal.
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FIG. 9. Calculated dependence of (ρx2−y2 + ρO(P) )/ρtotal and
(ρz2 + ρO(A) )/ρtotal on the bending strain εxx .

This is consistent with the view of Ref. [57]. We note that
the ρtotal itself also becomes large from the compressive- to
tensile-bent structure (0.78→1.72).

IV. DISCUSSION

A. Influence of doping and thickness on Tc variation

Figure 10 shows the strain dependence of 	Tc in the
films discussed in Fig. 4, where 	Tc is given by Tc(bent) −
Tc(unbent). The 	Tc decreases with increasing the strain. The
	Tc-strain relationship does not depend on the carrier concen-
tration and the epitaxial strain (thickness). The Tc variation by
the compressive strain is larger than that by the tensile strain.
The inset of Fig. 10(c) compares the 	Tc-strain relationship
in the present bent films and epitaxial films [18]. It is assumed
that the epitaxial strain is equal to the lattice mismatch be-
tween the film and substrate. The Tc variation by the epitaxial
strain is larger than that by the bending strain. While the epi-
taxial strain is applied along the two in-plane directions, the
bending strain is applied only along the longitudinal direction.
As a result, the strain dependence was more significant for the
epitaxial films than in the bending case.

The DFT calculations for the parent material La2CuO4

suggest that the bending strain can affect details of the low-
energy electronic structure, and especially, the balance of
orbital occupancies in and perpendicular to the CuO2 plane.
In the experiments for LSCO, as shown in Fig. 10, the
Tc-strain slope is unchanged with the doping concentration
and film thickness (initial epitaxial strain). Thus, we think
that the Tc dependence on strain is basically determined by the

FIG. 10. Tc as a function of strain for (a) x = 0.1–0.2 and (b) thickness of 70–190 nm. A strain dependence of (c) 	Tc,0 and (d) 	T onset
c

for x = 0.1–0.2 and thickness of 70–190 nm. The same symbols are used for (c) and (d) to show the same sample. Inset of (c) compares the
strain dependence of 	Tc for the bending and the epitaxial [18] strains.
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FIG. 11. Resistivity as a function of strain for the LSCO(0.15, 70 nm) at the temperatures of (a) 45 K, (b) 28 K, (c) 27 K, (d) 26 K, and (e)
25 K. (c), (d), and (e) are a logarithmic plot for resistivity. The dashed lines are the fitting line to obtain 	R/	ε.

electronic-structure details such as orbital occupations rather
than the doping situation and thickness.

B. Possible application

The Tc variation induced by external strain is a very in-
teresting fundamental phenomenon. This phenomenon may
be available for application. As shown in Fig. 2(a), a small
tweezer force can be very sensitively detected by the Tc

change in the present films. To compare the resistivity
variation with metals and semiconductors which are the con-
ventional strain sensor materials, the gauge factor is discussed
[5]. Figure 11 shows the resistivity as a function of strain at the
temperatures of 45 and 28–25 K (near Tc). The gauge factor
is given by (	R/R)/	ε, where 	R and 	ε are the resis-
tivity and strain variations, respectively [5]. (	R/R0)/	ε =
{R(ε0 + 	ε) − R0}/(R0	ε), where R0 = R(ε0) is the resis-
tance at the strain reference, ε0. According to the present
result, while resistivity = (normal state resistivity) at ε = 0
near T onset

c , resistivity = 0 at the finite strain which can realize
the superconductivity due to the strain-induced Tc increase.
ε = −0.005 increased the Tc by ∼5 K in the present LSCO
films whose transition width, 	Tc, is approximately a few
kelvin. In this case, when the gauge factor is determined by the
normal state resistivity as the strain reference (R0 = normal
state resistivity), the gauge factor is roughly estimated to be
∼(0 − R0)/R0ε = 1/0.005 = 200, which is as large as that for
the semiconductors. The LSCO films as a strain sensor have
more of an advantage due to the coexisting nature of the low
resistivity than semiconductors and the large gauge factor.

If we set the reference strain to the superconducting state
(R0 = 0), the gauge factor is �. The selection of the strain
reference, namely, the R0, significantly affects the gauge fac-
tor because the resistivity variation with the strain is very large

(several orders of magnitude). As for 	R/	ε, the linear fitting
should be avoided in the wide range because of the nonlin-
earity near Tc as shown in Fig. 11, and the linear fitting is
performed for the narrow strain range. On the other hand, the
linear fitting is possible at the temperature of 28 K as shown
in Fig. 11(b). The same definition of gauge factor should be
used to compare the strain sensitivity of LSCO with metals
and semiconductors. Considering these points, the procedure
to obtain the gauge factor in Table II is as follows: After
confirming the reasonable dependence of resistivity on strain
in Fig. 11, 	R/	ε was obtained using the two adjacent data
points for 25–27 K and the linear fitting in Fig. 11 for 28 and
45 K. The normalization by R0 was performed for 	R/	ε at
the strain references near the superconducting (R0 ∼ 0) state
and at the normal state. The results are shown in Table II.
Here, the comparison of the gauge factors determined at the
different strain reference is meaningful to select the strain
range for the sensor application with the initial strain offset.
The sensitivity (gauge factor) near Tc is two to five orders

TABLE II. Gauge factor for metal, semiconductor, and the
present LSCO/IBAD (0.15, 70 nm). For the LSCO, different strain
references denoted by ε0 are used.

Gauge factor

Metal 2–4 [5]
Semiconductor 30–170 [5]
LSCO/IBAD (45 K) 8.6(ε0 = −0.0022), 8.7(ε0 = −0.0033)
LSCO/IBAD (28 K) 210(ε0 = 0), 7300(ε0 = −0.005)
LSCO/IBAD (27 K) 1200(ε0 = −0.0033), 3400(ε0 = −0.005)
LSCO/IBAD (26 K) 1100(ε0 = −0.0022), 50 000(ε0 = −0.0033)
LSCO/IBAD (25 K) 1600(ε0 = −0.0022), 350 000(ε0 = −0.0029)
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higher than the conventional materials especially when we
choose the superconducting state as the strain reference. To
take advantage of this high sensitivity, the reference state
should be appropriately selected and implemented in the de-
vice (e.g., give the initial strain offset at the reference state).

Liquid hydrogen with a boiling temperature of 20 K
is important for the future hydrogen society, where the
mechanical destruction of liquid hydrogen containers should
be avoided for safety reasons. Fusion requires a high magnetic
field of 20 T, which is generated by a superconducting magnet
operating at 20 K. The superconducting coil is accidentally
damaged by the electromagnetic force. Detecting the mechan-
ical damage at an early stage makes the operation of the
magnet controllable, safe, and stable. Therefore, a sensitive
strain sensor is required to detect the mechanical damage at
the earlier stage. The resistivity variation near Tc realizes the
sensitivity two to five orders higher than the semiconductors
and metals. Although the superconducting strain sensor is
only available at low temperatures, it is very promising for
managing the mechanical stability of cryogenic equipment
such as liquid hydrogen containers and superconducting coils.

V. SUMMARY

The LSCO films were fabricated on the IBAD substrates
and bent in the die to observe the Tc and resistivity variation
by external strain. The compressive bending strain of −0.005
increased the Tc from 23.4 K (unbent) to 27.3 K. This Tc vari-
ation is larger than that previously reported in YBCO, which
is consistent with the fact that LSCO is markedly sensitive to
the strain. The irreversibility temperature was improved by the
compressive strain due to the change in the pinning energy.

Furthermore, the reversible strain changed the Tc depending
on the magnitude of the strain, suggesting the response of
superconductivity in the flexible LSCO films to the variable
external strain for sensor device application. To understand
the observed experimental results, ab initio density-functional
calculation for the mother compound La2CuO4 was per-
formed. We found that the low-energy electronic structure
is sensitive to the bending strain; a compressive strain with
considering Poisson’s ratio causes the apex oxygen to move
away from the CuO2 plane, and conversely, a tensile strain
brings it closer. This greatly changes the balance between the
perpendicular orbital group to the CuO2 plane and the in-plane
orbital group in the density of states in the Fermi level. We
found that, by changing from the compressive strain to the
tensile strain, the contribution of the perpendicular orbital
group becomes larger, and the contribution of the in-plane
orbital group becomes smaller. This indicates that under the
compressive strain, carriers (holes) are preferentially injected
into the in-plane orbitals, while under the tensile strain, this
preference is inhibited. Thus, the compressive strain in LSCO
is favorable for higher Tc, being consistent with the exper-
imental observations. The Tc and resistivity in the cuprate
superconductor under reversible external strain is a new aspect
of the superconducting cuprates, which opens the monitoring
of the mechanical situation for the stable operation of cryo-
genic systems without unintended fatigue.
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