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Silver hollandite (AgxMn8O16, x � 2): A highly anisotropic half-metal for spintronics
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Structural, electronic, and magnetic properties of a crystalline material formed by parallel chains of silver
atoms inside the tunnels of a manganese dioxide host with the hollandite structure, AgxMn8O16, are studied with
density functional theory (DFT) calculations. More magnetic structures were studied, including ferromagnetic
(FM) and C2 antiferromagnetic (C2-AFM) orderings on Mn atoms of pristine hollandite Mn8O16 and the
FM state of AgxMn8O16. Thereby, Hubbard corrections and different values for the Ag content, x � 2, were
considered. The results show that hollandite Mn8O16 is a semiconducting oxide both in the FM and in the AFM
states, but with the C2-AFM configuration as the ground state. Interestingly, for the FM state of AgxMn8O16 for
high silver content, x = 2, the system is a perfect and isotropic half-metal, but when not all tunnels are filled with
Ag chains, i.e., for x < 2, it behaves as a quasi-one-dimensional system retaining the perfect half-metallicity. The
results demonstrate that the incorporation of the monoatomic Ag chains inside the hollandite Mn8O16 host leads
to a stable system that can be used as a spin filter for instance for spintronics devices.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Hollandite-type crystal structures containing transition-
metal (TM = V, Cr, Mn, Mo, Ru, and Rh) atoms, i.e., the
α-phase of TM8O16, have recently been the subject of in-
tensive experimental and theoretical investigations [1–5]. The
hollandite structure consists of octahedral units of corner- and
edge-sharing TM oxides forming triangular ladders that are
linked together and create one-dimensional square tunnels
of a diameter around 4.7 Å. Hence, this porous host has
enough space to accommodate small singly charged (Li+,
Na+, K+, Rb+ and Ag+) [6] or doubly charged (Ba2+) [7]
cations. Thereby, the resulting material has potential applica-
tions in heterogeneous catalysis [8], as supercapacitors [9],
and as cathode materials for rechargeable batteries [5,10]
among others. In addition, from a fundamental point of
view, these materials show interesting phenomena like orbital,
charge, and spin ordering and phase transitions at low tem-
peratures [11–17] and exotic topological properties as Weyl
fermions at higher temperatures [18].

As an example we mention that at a critical temperature
of Tc � 95 K a metal-insulator transition (MIT) has been
observed in Cr hollandite K2Cr8O16 for which the FM order-
ing combined with an insulating behavior is stable [11,14].
As noticed by Hasegawa et al. [11], this is a rare case of a
ferromagnetic insulator [12], whose existence otherwise has
been associated with an instability ascribed to a Mott-Peierls
mechanism [13]. Also the structural doubling of the unit cell
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(“dimerization”) and the occurrence of a charge order ac-
companied by a structural distortion in hollandite K2V8O16

have been studied [19], and the possibility that K2Ru8O16

belongs to the class of Tomonaga-Luttinger liquids [15]
has been discussed as well. Additionally, Ag2Mn8O16 has
been studied theoretically with several different approximate
exchange-correlation functionals (including van der Waals
interactions, Coulomb interactions trough the GGA + U ap-
proach for Mn(3d) orbitals, the meta-GGA SCAN functional,
and the hybrid HSE06 functional) [17] and predicted as being
a metal for low Hubbard U values. However, for moderate
values of U = 3–5 eV an electron charge transfer mechanism
from the Ag atoms to the hollandite leads to Mn3+ atoms, a
charge localization, and an ordering in Ag2Mn8O16, in agree-
ment with results of HSE06 calculations. Indeed, a MIT in
Ag2Mn8O16 has been suggested earlier on the basis of DFT
calculations [16] and very recently explored in experiments
through transport properties at low temperatures [20].

Of relevance for the present work is that AgxMn8O16

has been synthesized using a simple thermal process [21].
With this experimental approach, truncated octahedral sil-
ver nanoparticles are deposited on the surfaces of hollandite
Mn8O16 nanorods (HMO) and, subsequently, by means of a
thermal treatment Ag atoms migrate along the external surface
(T = 383 K) to the ends of the HMO, where a diffusion of the
Ag atoms inside the HMO tunnels (T ∼ 493 K) ultimately
leads to the creation of single-atom Ag chains inside the par-
allel, squared-formed, quasi-one-dimensional tunnels [20]. It
may be quite surprising that the procedure leads to essentially
perfect chains of Ag atoms without vacancies or impurities.
On the other hand, only a fraction of the tunnels may con-
tain the silver chains. Thereby, the interactions between the
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Ag chains are reduced and the systems become in effect of
lower dimensionality. These systems are believed to have po-
tential applications in nanocircuitry [20]. Motivated by these
considerations, we study in this work the role of the silver
content inside the HMO tunnels using DFT calculations on the
properties of these materials, whereby we also will learn more
about the guest-host interactions of the silver HMO systems.
We emphasize already at this place that our results for x = 2
agree well with those of Kaltak et al. [17] but go beyond those
by considering also x < 2.

Accordingly, in the present study, we report results of
theoretical studies on the Ag-containing Mn8O16 hollandite.
We have used DFT calculations that include Coulomb and
exchange interactions through the Hubbard term Ueff. In ad-
dition, we have varied the Ag content. We have studied the
effects of the Coulomb and exchange interactions on the elec-
tronic and magnetic properties for spin-polarized C2-AFM
of HMO and FM silver HMO structure. As we shall see, an
interesting result is that the silver-containing HMO can act as
a perfect spin filter.

II. METHODOLOGY

Collinear spin-polarized DFT calculations were performed
using the Vienna Ab initio Simulation Package (VASP) [22]
with the projector-augmented wave (PAW) method for
describing the interactions between core and valence elec-
trons [23]. The Perdew-Burke-Ernzerhof (PBE) parametriza-
tion within the generalized gradient approximation (GGA) for
exchange and correlation effects was applied [24]. Structural
parameters and forces were well converged using a �-centered
3 × 3 × 12 Monkhorst-Pack grid [25] for the smallest
Ag2Mn8O16 unit cell and a 520 eV energy cutoff. A Gaussian
smearing of 0.05 eV was used for the Fermi surface broaden-
ing. The optimization of atomic positions and lattice vectors
were performed until residual forces were 10 meV/Å or less,
and the electronic relaxation was converged to 10−8 eV.

Since HMO has Mn atoms with an open 3d shell a proper
description of electron filling and magnetic moment of Mn
atoms is needed to describe adequately the geometrical and
electronic properties, including the electronic band gap, of
HMO. To this end we study electronic correlations effects
of Mn through the GGA + Ueff method, with Ueff = U -J ,
where U and J describe Coulomb and exchange interactions,
respectively. Several values of Ueff and two approaches were
studied to address the importance of Ueff on pristine HMO
physical properties. We varied Ueff in steps of 1 eV in the range
0.9–6.9 eV since other reports have used near-integer [17,26–
28] or integer values of Ueff [17,28] to describe the properties
of HMO. We use the isotropic Hubbard term of Dudarev [29],
hereafter called GGA + UD, and the anisotropic Coulomb and
exchange interactions within the Lichtenstein scheme [30],
hereafter called GGA + UL, with an atomic limit value of
J = 1.0 eV as in Ref. [5] for the latter case. The second
method is used since the importance of separate treatments
of Coulomb and exchange interactions has previously been
found to be important by Tompsett et al., who studied the
similar compounds β-MnO2 [31] and HMO (α-MnO2) [5],
and by Kaltak et al. on A2Mn8O16 hollandite groups, where
A=Ag, Li and K [17].

FIG. 1. Perspective top view of (a) FM and (b) C2-AFM ordering
in pristine Mn8O16 with green arrows denoting the spin alignment on
Mn atoms. Perspective (c) top view and (d) side view of Ag2Mn8O16.
Color code: silver, purple, red, and yellow represent Ag, Mn, O(sp2),
and O(sp3) atoms, respectively. The black line encloses the unit cell
of a 1 × 1 × 4 supercell.

Numerical calculations with the screened exchange hybrid
functional, HSE06 [32] (25% of exact exchange and with
ω = 0.2 Å−1) were taken as reference since the HSE06 func-
tional has been found to describe better the electronic band
gap of pristine HMO, the magnetic moment, and the magnetic
ordering of the Mn atoms [17]. The same energy cutoff, k-
point sampling and tolerance in residual forces and electronic
optimization as mentioned above are used for these calcu-
lations. However, numerical calculations with the HSE06
functional have a high computational cost in comparison
with the GGA + Ueff method which becomes problematic for
larger HMO supercells with low Ag content. For this reason,
the HSE06 calculations were used as a way to determine the
best Hubbard method and Ueff value for the description of the
electronic properties of the semiconducting HMO and then
employ this GGA + Ueff approach to study larger AgxMn8O16

supercells with reduced Ag content (x < 2).

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

At first, we discuss the optimized crystal structures of
pristine HMO using different approximations and magnetic
orderings. All Mn atoms are in equivalent positions whereas
there are two different types of O atoms, one forming
edge-shared O(sp3) octahedra, while the other is forming
corner-shared O(sp2) octahedra, see Fig. 1. Figures 1(a)
and 1(b) show the FM and C2-AFM magnetic orderings on
Mn atoms of HMO, respectively.
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FIG. 2. Lattice parameters a and c as a function of the Hubbard
Ueff value using the Lichtenstein (L) and the Dudarev (D) approaches
for (a) the FM and (b) the C2-AFM ordering. The dashed black (red)
line represents the calculated a (c) value using the HSE06 func-
tional. (c) and (d) show the Ueff value dependence of the magnetic
moments for a specific Mn atom and two neighboring O(sp3) and
O(sp2) atoms for (c) the FM and (d) the C2-AFM magnetic ordering.
The dashed black, red, and blue lines denote calculated magnetic
moments using the HSE06 functional for Mn, O(sp3), and O(sp2)
atoms, respectively.

The dependence of the GGA + Ueff method and Hubbard
Ueff parameter on the lattice parameters, a and c, and the
magnetic moments for specific Mn, O(sp3), and O(sp2) atoms
of pristine HMO are depicted in Fig. 2. These results are
compared with those calculated using the HSE06 functional
in order to identify a proper Ueff value and method for pristine
HMO. As can be seen in Figs. 2(a) and 2(b), the lattice
parameters a and c increase as a function of Ueff for both
the FM and the C2-AFM state. This implies an increase in
the volume of the unit cell, see Fig. S1(a) of Supplemental
Material (SM) [33], that can be related to an electron local-
ization in Mn, O(sp3), and O(sp2) atoms in both magnetic
FM and C2-AFM orderings, see Figs. 2(c) and 2(d). As for
the lattice parameters, those calculated using the Lichten-
stein method deviate less from the values using the HSE06
functional compared to those using the Dudarev approach
as Ueff increases. Nevertheless, we have found two possible
Ueff values for FM and C2-AFM orderings which properly
describe well the magnetic moments of Mn and O atoms
when comparing with the HSE06 results. These values are

Ueff = 1.9 eV for the Dudarev approach and Ueff = 3.9 eV
for the Lichtenstein method. Notice that we have found that
the C2-AFM regime is preferred for a lower Ueff value of �4
(�6) eV for the Dudarev (Lichtenstein) approach, whereas for
larger Ueff values, the FM ordering is the more stable one;
see Fig. S1(b) of SM [33]. This in-plane C2-AFM ordering
of HMO has an FM coupling between nearest Mn atoms and
an AFM coupling between adjacent Mn triangle ladders as
discussed in detail in Refs. [16] and [27].

Based on previous reports [26,28] and on the results dis-
cussed above, we set Ueff = 3.9 eV as the optimal one. We
shall now discuss the main differences in lattice parameters,
relative energy between FM and C2-AFM state, magnetic
moment of the Mn atoms, and the electronic band gap of
the GGA, GGA + UD, GGA + UL, and HSE06 calculations.
As shown in Table I, while the GGA + UD method tends
to overestimate the lattice parameters a and c, GGA and
GGA + UL give better results in comparison with the ex-
perimental values [34] and those calculated with HSE06.
However, the relative energy of −19.74 meV/f.u. between the
FM and the C2-AFM ordering as found with the GGA + UL

approach is comparable to −21.99 meV/f.u. of the HSE06
method. Similar values for the magnetic moments of �3.0 μB

are found in all approaches, implying that the Mn ions have
a Mn4+(3d3) valence state. Moreover, comparable magnetic
moment differences between the C2-AFM and the FM state,
i.e., ∼0.07 μB, are found too. The GGA + UL approximation
gives values for the electronic band gap of 1.63 eV (2.92 eV)
for majority (minority) spin for the FM state, whereas GGA
and GGA + UD underestimate the value of the band gap. The
values of the band gap for HMO with the FM or C2-AFM
ordering as found with GGA + UL are close to the experi-
mental value of 2.23 eV [35], whereas HSE06 gives values of
2.96 eV (3.52 eV) for majority (minority) spin in the FM state
as shown in Table I. A band gap value of 2.9 eV is obtained
for the C2-AFM state with the HSE06 functional. In total, our
calculated band gap values are in good agreement with those
of other studies [1,2].

Figure 3 shows a clear increase of the band gap when pass-
ing from GGA to HSE06. In total, the GGA + UL method with
the Lichtenstein scheme [30] appears to give more accurate
results for the C2-AFM ordering as the ground state and for
the FM state of HMO instead when comparing with the results
obtained when using the rotationally and invariant Hubbard
term of Dudarev [29]. Furthermore, the FM DOS with GGA
gives a band gap of �1 eV with the majority (minority) spin
forming the top (bottom) of the valence (conduction) band of
the pristine HMO as shown in Fig. 3. Conversely, the FM DOS
with the GGA + UD,L or the HSE06 functional result in a band
gap with both the top of the valence band and the bottom
of the conduction band coming from majority spin orbitals.
From this analysis, we recognize the role of the Ueff parameter
to describe correctly the FM and C2-AFM ordering and the
electronic states around the Fermi level of pristine HMO.

The value Ueff = 3.9 eV of Dudarev in this work is consis-
tent with the results by Noda et al. [28] according to which
the energy difference between FM and C2-AFM orderings is
almost zero for Ueff � 4.0 eV; see Fig. S1(b) of SM [33]. Both
for the FM and for the C2-AFM state of HMO, the HSE06
functional leads to Mn4+(3d3) configurations which is in good
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TABLE I. Optimized lattice parameters a and c, relative energies E , magnetic moment of Mn μ, and electronic band gap GAP of pristine
hollandite Mn8O16 using different theoretical approaches, i.e., standard GGA (U = J = 0 eV), GGA+UD (U = 3.9 eV and J = 0.0 eV),
GGA+UL (U = 4.9 eV and J = 1.0 eV), and the HSE06 functional, and for different ferromagnetic alignments, such as ferromagnetic (FM)
and C2 antiferromagnetic (C2-AFM) orderings in Mn. The FM ordering is set as reference for the relative energy E . While FM orderings have
different band gaps for majority (first value) and minority (second value) spin, the C2-AFM state has only one band gap as a consequence of
symmetry.

GGA GGA+UD GGA+UL HSE06 Expt.
FM C2-AFM FM C2-AFM FM C2-AFM FM C2-AFM

a (Å) 9.83 9.79 9.90 9.87 9.86 9.84 9.70 9.69 9.75a

c (Å) 2.87 2.86 2.92 2.91 2.91 2.90 2.84 2.84 2.86a

E (meV/f.u.)b 0 −72.52 0 −2.77 0 −19.47 0 −21.99
μ (μB) 2.79 2.66 3.20 3.11 2.97 2.89 3.00 2.93
GAP (eV) 0.91, 1.17 0.58 1.18, 2.91 1.54 1.63, 2.92 1.90 2.96, 3.52c 2.90 2.23d

aData from Ref. [34].
bRelative energy in meV per formula unit (f.u.) of MnO2.
cData from Refs. [1] and [2].
dData from Ref. [35].

agreement with the results of the GGA + UL calculations with
Ueff = 3.9 eV. For this reason plus the fact that structural
parameters, such as lattice parameters and volume of HMO,
and the relative energy difference between the C2-AFM and
the FM states (see Fig. S1(b) of SM [33]) for GGA + UL agree
well with the results obtained with the HSE06 functional,
we adopt the GGA + UL method with Ueff = 3.9 eV to study
AgxMn8O16 hollandite.

Next, we discuss the structural and electronic properties
of the high-temperature FM phase of Ag2Mn8O16 [16] that
is shown in Figs. 1(c) and 1(d). The optimized structural
parameters for the FM Ag2Mn8O16, i.e., for the ground state
are listed in Table S1 of SM [33]. In this case, the Ag+ ions
occupy four-coordinated sites binding to the O(sp3) atoms of

FIG. 3. Calculated density of states (DOS) for pristine hollandite
Mn8O16 as obtained with different theoretical approaches. The sub-
script D (L) denotes Dudarev (Lichtenstein) method. The left panels
show the DOS with FM ordering. Majority and minority spins are
plotted in red and blue, respectively. The right panels show the DOS
of C2-AFM alignment. The yellow regions mark the electronic band
gap, setting the Fermi level at the top of the valence bands.

the tunnel walls instead of occupying an eight-coordinated
site as found for other cations like K+, Rb+. This leads to
a square-planar coordination of Ag+ ions with O(sp3) atoms
as the nearest neighbors [36]. Compared with the situation
that the Ag atoms are placed at the 8-coordinated (Wyckoff
2b) site, this 4-coordinated (Wyckoff 2a) site is energetically
favored by 0.5 eV/f.u. The calculated Ag-O(sp3) bond lengths
are 2.43 Å, 2.45 Å, and 2.45 Å for the GGA, GGA + UD,
and GGA + UL calculations, respectively, whereas the Ag-Ag
bond lengths are 2.87 Å, 2.99 Å, and 2.97 Å, respectively. The
Ag-Ag nearest-neighbor distances are all equal and identical
to the c lattice constant of HMO. As a consequence of this
high symmetry, the Ag atoms form linear chains inside square
HMO tunnels [20], see Fig. 1(c) and 1(d). The Ag atoms of
the chains in adjacent tunnels are displaced by c/2 relative to
each other along the tunnel direction.

In Fig. 4 we show the atom-resolved density of states
(DOS) of FM Ag2Mn8O16 as obtained using different calcula-
tional methods. At first, we observe that the FM Ag2Mn8O16

system behaves as a metal with both majority and minority
spin contributions crossing the Fermi level when using the
GGA approximation, see Fig. 4(a). For the FM configuration,
the magnetic moment of Mn, 2.57 μB as given in Table S1
(SM) [33], is lower than that of the pristine HMO, 2.79 μB,
as given in Table I. On the other hand, when passing to
the GGA + UD and GGA + UL approaches, FM Ag2Mn8O16

becomes half-metallic with only majority spin contributions
crossing the Fermi level and an electronic band gap greater
than 2 eV for the minority spin, see Figs. 4(b) and 4(c).
That only the majority spin crosses the Fermi level suggests
that this material possesses a perfect spin-filtering effect, i.e.,
100% spin-polarization ratio, with potential applications in
spintronic devices. The total magnetic moments of the Mn
atoms are 3.48 μB and 3.34 μB, see Table S1 (SM) [33],
for GGA + UD and GGA + UL, respectively. These values are
slightly greater than the magnetic moment of Mn in pristine
HMO (Table I). The bands that cross the Fermi level either
for both spin directions from the GGA calculations or for
only the majority spin in the other calculations (see Figs. S2–
S4 of SM [33]) have significant dispersion in all directions,
indicating that the corresponding orbitals are delocalized over
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FIG. 4. Average atom-resolved densities of states (DOS) for FM
Ag2Mn8O16 using (a) GGA, (b) GGA + UD, and (c) GGA + UL.
Positive (negative) DOS denotes majority (minority) spin. The black
vertical line at 0 eV represents the Fermi level.

the complete system. Thus, the FM Ag2Mn8O16 system be-
haves like a three-dimensional half-metal for GGA + UD,L.
Additionally, from Figs. 4(b) and 4(c) we can observe that
Ag states form the top of the valence band meaning that the
Ag+ ions stabilize the HMO structure by bonding Ag-O(sp3)
interactions. The electron transfer from Ag atoms to Mn
atoms reduces Mn4+ to Mn3.52+ and Mn3.66+ for GGA + UD

and GGA + UL, respectively. The electronic and conductive
properties of silver HMO are due to 3d orbitals of Mn in
the triangular ladders. On the other hand, for the minority-
spin direction, a sharp peak due to Ag(5s) orbitals appears
around +1.8 eV (+1.6 eV) for GGA + UD (GGA + UL).
This peak with a decaying behavior for higher energies has a
one-dimensional character. Atom- and orbital-resolved DOS
for FM Ag2Mn8O16 with U = 4.9 eV and J = 1.0 eV are
shown in Fig. 5, and they confirm that the metallic properties
are due to the Mn(3d) orbitals. Mn(4s) and Ag(5s) orbitals
are empty and form the minimum of the conduction band
for the minority spin. O(2px, 2py ) orbitals are degenerate in
energy and participate in forming Ag-O bonds. The full band
structure in Fig. S5 (SM) [33] shows that FM Ag2Mn8O16

with maximum concentration of silver has three-dimensional
conductive properties since at least one band (the blue one)
crosses the Fermi level along all directions in reciprocal space.
Therefore, this FM Ag2Mn8O16 system is a three-dimensional
perfect half-metal according to the GGA + UL calculations
(which are the most accurate ones) with potential applications
in spintronics as a spin filter.

Next we study the role of the silver content in AgxMn8O16,
x � 2. Keeping the Hubbard corrections at U = 4.9 eV and
J = 1.0 eV (i.e., using the Lichtenstein method), the three ad-
ditional structures with formulas Ag1Mn8O16, Ag0.5Mn8O16,

FIG. 5. Average atomic and orbital-resolved density of states
(DOS) of FM Ag2Mn8O16 with GGA + UL (U = 4.9 eV and J =
1.0 eV within the Lichtenstein method) for majority (UP) and minor-
ity (DW) spin contributions. The black vertical line at 0 eV represents
the Fermi level.

and Ag0.25M8O16 that are shown in Fig. S6 (SM) were stud-
ied [33]. These structures represent the case that only a single
tunnel is occupied by an infinite Ag wire. When comparing
the average atom-resolved DOS for AgxMn8O16 with x = 2
shown in Fig. 4(c), i.e., GGA + UL, with that for x = 1 shown
in Fig. 6(a), we see that the sharp feature at the Fermi level
for the majority spin for x = 2 becomes increasingly less
pronounced for smaller x. This may not be surprising since
the system with x = 0 is a semiconductor. The full band
structure for FM Ag1Mn8O16 in Fig. S7 (SM) [33] shows three
bands crossing the Fermi level along the M → A direction
whereas only one band does so along the � → M, X → �,
and A → Z directions. This means that conduction is more
favorable along the direction parallel to the Ag wires instead
of the perpendicular directions and demonstrates that it is
the presence of the Ag atoms that leads to a half-metallic
state that is confined to the region closest to the Ag chain.
Simultaneously, the minority Ag(5s) states shift towards lower
energies with decreasing Ag content. The inclusion of more
empty tunnels in HMO when constructing larger supercells
gives localized Ag(4d) states in the valence regime. Mn(3d)
states in the conduction regime just above the Fermi level
are confined to a narrow energy range which is due to the
localized nature of these atomic orbitals. Whereas in Fig. 6(b)
for Ag0.5Mn8O16 the DOS takes an almost constant value
around the Fermi level, that in Fig. 6(c) for Ag0.25Mn8O16

possesses more sharp maxima, which is a manifestation of the
quasi-one-dimensional behavior. Therefore, the combination
of an accurate description of electron correlation and of the
silver content in Ag-HMO results in a hybrid metallic-oxide
nanostructure where the conductive properties are induced by
but not confined to silver chains within an insulating TM
oxide. The implications of this behavior in future electronic
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FIG. 6. Average atom-resolved densities of states (DOS) for FM
Ag-HMO with GGA + UL (U = 4.9 eV, J = 1.0 eV) and differ-
ent silver concentrations: (a) Ag1Mn8O16, (b) Ag0.5Mn8O16, and
(c) Ag0.25Mn8O16. Positive (negative) DOS denotes majority (minor-
ity) spin. The black vertical line at 0 eV represents the Fermi level.

applications have been emphasized in Ref. [20], although that
study did not include a full understanding of the guest-host
interactions.

Finally, we shall discuss in more details the electronic
structure of FM Ag0.25M8O16 focusing on the orbitals in a
small energy window around the Fermi level. The first Bril-
louin zone and its irreducible representation in blue are shown
in Fig. 7(a) where high symmetry points are labeled. The band
structure for the majority spin in the FM state is depicted
in Fig. 7(b). As can be seen, the band structure is highly
anisotropic with the largest dispersions parallel to the chan-
nels, � → Z, implying that this direction is the preferred one
for electron transport compared to the directions perpendicu-
lar to the silver chains, i.e., � → M → X → �. Three bands,
labeled B1, B2, and B3 cross the Fermi level of which B2 and
B3 are degenerate. The B1 band covers the energy range from
−0.2 eV to +0.3 eV. These three electronic bands are com-
posed mainly of Ag(5s, 4d) and Mn(3d) orbitals, whereby
the orbitals of the B1 band in the energy from −0.2 eV to
the Fermi level are formed mainly by Ag(5s) and Ag(4dz2 ),
cf. Fig. 7(c). In addition, the localized Mn(3dxz, 3dyz, 3dx2−y2 )
orbitals are most dominant closest to the Fermi level as shown
in Fig. 7(d). It is worth mentioning that the partial DOS in
Fig. 7(c) for the Ag(5s) orbitals shows a behavior that is
characteristic of one-dimensional systems. In order to prove
the quasi-one-dimensionality of silver HMO with low Ag
content plus Hubbard corrections in Mn atoms, we show the
total electron density of the B1 and B2 bands in the (100)

FIG. 7. Electronic properties of the FM Ag0.25Mn8O16 system. (a) First Brillouin zone and its irreducible representation marked by the
black and blue lines, respectively, as well as high symmetry points. (b) Energy band structure highlighting three bands B1 (black line), B2 (red
line), and B3 (dashed blue line) crossing the Fermi level. The average atomic and orbital-resolved density of states (DOS) of (c) silver and
(d) manganese atoms. (e) and (f) show the total electron density for bands B1 and B2 projected onto the (100) plane with majority (minority)
spin plotted in yellow (cyan) with an isovalue of 10−4 e/Å3, while (g) and (h) are projections onto the (001) plane. The labels M1–M4 in
(h) denote Mn atoms with different charge and orbital ordering. Ag, Mn, and O atoms are represented by silver, purple, and red spheres,
respectively. The Fermi level in (b), (c), and (d) is set to 0 eV.
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plane in real space in Figs. 7(e) and 7(f), and projected onto
the (001) plane in Figs. 7(g) and 7(h), that show isosurfaces
of the density with majority (minority) spin represented by
yellow (cyan). As can be seen from Figs. 7(e) and 7(g), a
small amount of spin charge is localized to the O atoms,
and a small delocalized density along the triangle ladders is
found for the Mn atoms. The Ag atoms provide the major
contribution of charge and spin delocalization constituting
of spherical objects due to the Ag(5s) states and a screened
contribution from Ag(4dz2 ) orbitals. For the B2 band, shown
in Figs. 7(f) and 7(h), we observe localized spin and charge
densities on the Mn and O atoms in the closest vicinity of the
Ag atoms without delocalization of charge along the tunnel of
HMO. As shown in Fig. 7(h), four Mn atoms with different
charge and orbital distribution can be identified. From Mn1
to Mn4 the charge decreases and, additionally, the DOS for
Mn1 and Mn4 atoms have the same orbital distribution close
to Fermi level being due to the 3dxz orbital; see Fig. S8 of
SM [33]. On the other hand, for the Mn2 and Mn3 atoms
the 3dx2−y2 orbitals are almost completely filled. The charge
ordering in Fig. 7(h) is similar to the CO4 (

√
2 × √

2 × 1)
ordering found by Kaltak et al. [17]. The B3 band shows
a similar charge density in real space since B2 and B3 are
degenerate. An analysis of the spin and charge densities of the
B1 and B2 bands (Figs. S9– S11 of SM [33]) demonstrates
that the Ag atoms are responsible for the conduction prop-
erties by means of the Ag(5s) orbitals whereas the Ag(4dz2 )
orbitals are responsible for the interatomic bonds. In addition,
we mention that the orbital ordering around the Fermi level
of the Ag derived orbitals is consistent with the electronic
structure of an isolated and periodic Ag chain, cf. Fig. S12
(SM) [33]. Therefore, using an accurate description of the
system of our interest, including Hubbard corrections plus a
precise control of the silver filling of HMO tunnels, allows
us to predict that these materials are 100% spin polarized
quasi-one-dimensional systems embedded inside the HMO
tunnels. Indeed, since free-standing Ag chains are unstable,
HMO represents an ideal host material to protect silver chains
from external agents and thus to build atomic interconnections
for spintronics devices.

To end, let us mention that Ag nanoparticles are placed on
the surfaces of HMO in the experimental studies. Thereby,
there is no control over the stoichiometry. Subsequently, the
Ag atoms diffuse into the tunnels of the HMO and the re-

sulting AgxMn8O16 system has an essentially arbitrary x � 2.
This could suggest that the Ag atoms are placed randomly
inside the tunnels of the HMO, which actually may be the case
at elevated temperatures due to entropic effects. However,
the experimental results demonstrate that the Ag atoms form
perfect chains inside the tunnels of HMO which implies that
only a fraction of all tunnels of HMO are completely filled
with Ag chains. Thus, in this work we have constructed and
studied systems based on these considerations.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

In summary, we have presented the electronic structure
of silver hollandite AgxMn8O16 using DFT with Hubbard
corrections using two formalisms and different silver con-
tent, i.e., for x � 2. We reported results on the structural,
electronic, and magnetic properties of the host material
hollandite Mn8O16 in both the ferromagnetic and the C2
antiferromagnetic state, and for the AgxMn8O16 system in
the ferromagnetic state. We found that the explicit inclusion
of anisotropic Coulomb U and exchange J interactions en-
hances the electronic band gap and it improves the structural
and electronic properties in comparison with experiment and
with more sophisticated theories such as hybrid exchange-
correlation functional. Most interesting is our finding that
FM AgxMn8O16 is a half-metallic system with 100% spin
polarization with only contributions from the majority spin at
the Fermi level, whereas an electronic band gap is obtained for
the minority spin states. Furthermore, the silver content plays
a crucial role since for low silver content, i.e., x < 2, the elec-
tronic properties around the Fermi level are due to Ag(5s) and
Ag(4dz2 ) states with a strong suppression of Mn(3d) orbitals.
At very low silver content, the Ag0.25Mn8O16 system behaves
as a perfect half-metal with quasi-one-dimensionality. Our
results demonstrate the relevance of an accurate description
of electron correlation anisotropically and provides an ac-
curate description of the properties of silver chains inside
a hollandite manganese oxide that should be relevant for
future spin and electronic interconnections with low power
dissipation.
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