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Ideal Laser-Beam Propagation through High-Temperature Ignition Hohlraum Plasmas
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We demonstrate that a blue (3w, 351 nm) laser beam with an intensity of 2 X 10'> W cm ™2 propagates
nearly within the original beam cone through a millimeter scale, T, = 3.5 keV high density (n, =
5 X 10?0 ¢cm™3) plasma. The beam produced less than 1% total backscatter at these high temperatures and
densities; the resulting transmission is greater than 90%. Scaling of the electron temperature in the plasma
shows that the plasma becomes transparent for uniform electron temperatures above 3 keV. These results
are consistent with linear theory thresholds for both filamentation and backscatter instabilities inferred
from detailed hydrodynamic simulations. This provides a strong justification for current inertial confine-
ment fusion designs to remain below these thresholds.
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Inertial confinement fusion and high energy density
science experiments at large laser facilities require efficient
laser-beam propagation through long underdense plasmas
to deposit energy at a desired region of interest. In the
indirect drive approach to inertial confinement fusion
(ICF), a high-Z radiation cavity (hohlraum) filled with a
low density gas is used to convert laser energy into soft
x-ray radiation to drive a fusion capsule implosion by
ablation pressure [1]. For achieving a symmetric capsule
implosion and for reaching ignition conditions, it is re-
quired that the energetic laser beams efficiently propagate
through the interior of the hohlraum and create soft x rays
close to where the laser beams were initially pointed on the
hohlraum wall. The inside of the hohlraum will be filled
with a low-Z or mid-Z long-scale length (L ~ 2—4 mm),
high-temperature (T, >> 3 keV) plasma ranging in density
fromn, =5 X 10 ton, = 15 X 10?° cm 3 consisting of
the initial fill material, ablated material off the capsule, and
other lined hohlraum surfaces. The physics of laser-beam
propagation in ignition hohlraums is largely dominated by
the laser-plasma interactions in the fill plasma where laser
backscattering, beam deflection, beam filamentation, and
self-focusing may occur when driving these instabilities
beyond their thresholds [2].

In this study, we present experiments that for the first
time demonstrate transparent plasmas in high electron
temperature ignition conditions. A 3w (351 nm) laser
beam with an intensity of 2 X 10> Wcm™2 propagates
within the original beam cone through a millimeter scale,
T, = 3.5 keV, underdense (n, = 5 X 10%° cm™3) plasma.
We show that increasing the electron temperature reduces
the total backscatter. At a peak electron temperature of
3.5 keV, less than 1% total backscatter and a transmission
greater than 90% is observed. The plasma conditions have
been well characterized using Thomson scattering and the
electron temperature is controlled by varying the total laser
energy used to heat the target [3]. It is shown that reducing
the electron temperature or increasing the intensity of the
laser beam leads to filamentation and increased stimulated
Brillouin scatter (SBS).
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A new target platform [Fig. 1(a)] for studying laser-
plasma interactions in 2-mm long high-temperature plas-
mas has been developed by aligning an interaction beam
down the axis of a gas-filled gold cylinder (hohlraum); this
allows direct measurements of the laser-beam propagation
and transmission through ignition hohlraum plasmas. The
hohlraum is heated by 33 1-ns square pulsed frequency
tripled (Aq = 351 nm) laser beams at the Omega Laser
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FIG. 1 (color). (a) A 3w interaction beam is aligned along the
axis of a gas-filled hohlraum where 33 heater beams heat the CH
gas to a maximum electron temperature of 3.5 keV. (b) The
electron temperature at the center of the hohlraum is measured
using Thomson scattering where the total heater beam energy
has been scaled from 8 kJ (circles) to 17 kJ (squares); the
measurements are reproduced by hydrodynamic simulations
(curves). (c) The calculated electron density along the interaction
beam path at peak electron temperature is shown.

© 2007 The American Physical Society


http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.98.085001

PRL 98, 085001 (2007)

PHYSICAL REVIEW LETTERS

week ending
23 FEBRUARY 2007

Facility [4]. The electron temperature along the interaction
beam path is controlled by varying the heater beam energy
from a maximum of 17 kJ; the plasma conditions along the
interaction beam path have been measured using Thomson
scattering [Figs. 1(b) and 1(c)] validating two-dimensional
HYDRA [5] hydrodynamic simulations that show a uniform
1-mm plasma with a peak electron temperature of 3.5 keV
[3]. These results provide confidence in the hydrodynamic
parameters used as the foundation for laser-plasma inter-
action modeling. The interaction experiments are per-
formed in the uniform density plateau [Fig. 1(c)] and
before the shock waves driven by laser-beam ablation at
the gold wall reach the hohlraum axis, around # = 1.3 ns
(stagnation) [6].

This new target platform together with a recently com-
missioned suite of laser-plasma interaction diagnostics
[7,8] allows the access to high-temperature, long-scale
length conditions not previously available using gasbag
[9,10], toroidal hohlraum [11,12], or gas-filled hohlraum
targets. Laser-plasma interaction thresholds are sensitive to
the electron temperature and the length of the density
plateau in a plasma; electron temperatures in open geome-
try gasbag plasmas with roughly the same plasma condi-
tions are significantly lower than the target platform
presented while scale lengths were much shorter in pre-
vious hohlraum platforms.

Gold 1.6-mm diameter, 2-mm long hohlraum targets
produce a uniform density plateau using 1 atm of gas fill
consisting of 30% CHy,, and 70% C;Hg expressed as partial
pressures. The heater beams (1 ns square pulse) are focused
near the 800 wm diameter laser entrance holes. The plasma
conditions along the interaction beam path (7, = 3.5 keV,
n, =5 X 10%° cm™3) are comparable to the current igni-
tion targets planned to be shot on the National Ignition
Facility.

The 3w interaction beam (1 ns square pulse) is focused
by a f/6.7 lens through a continuous phase plate [13] to a
minimum vacuum diameter at the center of the hohlraum
of 100 wm. The power averaged intensity at best focus for
this beam is 1, = E[J] X 10" Wem™2, where E is the
incident laser-beam energy ranging from 100 to 400 J.

Light scattered from the interaction beam is measured
using a full-aperture backscatter station (FABS), near
backscatter imager (NBI), and a 3w transmitted beam
diagnostic (3wTBD) [7]. Light scattered back into the
original beam cone is collected by the FABS; both the
stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS) and the stimulated
Raman scattering (SRS) spectrum and energy are indepen-
dently measured. Backscattered light outside of the origi-
nal beam cone reflects from a plate surrounding the
interaction beam. The plate is imaged onto two charge-
coupled devices (CCD) which time integrate the SBS and
SRS signals. In this study, the error in the measurements of
the SBS power is 20%. The 3wTBD allows us to accurately
measure the light propagating through the target up to
twice the original beam cone. The transmitted energy,
spectrum, and temporal beam spray are measured. By
correlating the plasma parameters, backscatter, and trans-
mission measurements we are able to obtain a detailed
scaling of reflectivity as a function of electron temperature.

Figure 2 shows a strong reduction in the backscattered
light (<1%) as the electron temperature along the hohl-
raum axis exceeds 3 keV. The decrease in reflectivity with
increasing temperature is a direct result of reducing the
SBS three wave coupling as evident in the linear gain for
intensity,
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FIG. 2 (color). (a) The instantaneous SBS reflectivity (black, left axis) and electron temperature (blue, right axis) are plotted as a
function of time for an intensity of 7, = 2 X 10> Wem™2 and 14.5 kJ of heater beam energy. A second shot where the interaction
beam was delayed by 200 ps (dashed orange line) produces the same instantaneous SBS reflectivity when the intensities are equal. This
allows us to relate the SBS reflectivity to the electron temperature as shown in (b). Each point represents an average over 200 ps and
each color corresponds to a separate shot; the total heater beam energy is varied from 8 kJ (circles) to 16 kJ (squares). As the electron
temperature reaches 3 keV, the SBS backscatter drops below detection levels ( < 1%).
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where 7= = 0.06 is the fraction of electron density to the

critical density for 3w light and L ~ 1 mm is the plasma
length. T,/T; changes by less than 15% and the Landau
damping (v,) normalized to the ion-acoustic frequency
(w,) for our conditions is v,/w, = 0.15. The theoretical
curve in Fig. 2(b) is obtained by applying linear theory
including pump depletion [14],

R(1 — R) = €% To/T)1-R), ()

where € = 107? is the thermal noise. The peak linear SBS
gain calculated by postprocessing the plasma properties
from HYDRA simulations using the code LIP [15] is G, =
28 for T,=1.8keV. At this intensity (I, =2X
10> W cm™2) no backscattered light was detected by the
NBI outside of the original beam cone. No SRS is mea-
sured in these experiments, as predicted by the moderate
linear SRS gains (G < 20).

The SBS spectra measured by FABS [Fig. 3(a)] shows a
narrow feature that peaks when the interaction beam
reaches maximum power and the plasma is relatively
cold (T, = 1.8 keV). The temporal reflectivity and wave-
length shift of this spectra are well reproduced by the linear
gain calculations shown in Fig. 3(b) where the SBS power
spectrum has been calculated using linear theory, Eq. (2).
The simulated reflectivity is consistent with the measure-
ments when the Gaussian instrument function (o =
100 ps) has been convolved to account for the time smear
introduced by the spectrometer. Both the simulation and
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FIG. 3 (color). (a) The measured time-resolved SBS spectra
for an intensity of 7, =2 X 10" Wem™2 and 15.5 kJ of heater
beam energy is shown. (b) A synthetic SBS spectrum is obtained
by postprocessing detailed hydrodynamic simulations with LIP
and Eq. (2). The good agreement between these spectra confirms
that SBS comes from the central density plateau. The wavelength
shift (AA =7.5 A) is consistent with the simulated electron
temperature (7, = 1.5 keV) during the first 200 ps of the ex-
periment.

the experimental results show that when the plasma
reaches a temperature above 3 keV, the total backscatter
is less than 1%.

Furthermore, the simulated SBS frequency shift is con-
sistent with the measured spectrum when correcting for the
frequency change observed in the forward scattered light
[16]. Because the plasma density through which the light is
propagating is increasing in time, the light frequency is
upshifted [17]. Thus, the transmitted light is blueshifted by
a few angstroms over the time of the experiment [18]. The
SBS reflected light also experiences this upshift.

Low backscatter and high electron temperature leads to
a peak transmission (Fig. 4) greater than 90% for inten-
sities 7, =2 X 10" Wem™2. The total scattered power
(BwTBD + backscatter) compares well with HYDRA simu-
lations that account for inverse bremsstrahlung absorption.

In addition to this high transmission, Fig. 5 shows that
75% of the total transmitted power is measured within the
original (f/6.7) beam cone after propagation through the
high-temperature plasma. For intensities above 1, > 2.0 X
10> Wcem ™2, peak transmission within twice the beam
cone drops to 70% and greater than 35% of the energy is
outside of the original beam cone. Furthermore, backscat-
tered light outside of the FABS is measured by the NBI.
For the highest intensity shots (4 X 10> W ¢cm™2), 50% of
the total backscattered energy is outside of the original
beam cone.
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FIG. 4 (color). The time-resolved measured (blue) and calcu-
lated (orange) transmitted power is shown for conditions similar
to those of Fig. 3. As HYDRA does not include backscatter, we
add the measured SBS power (red) to the measured transmitted
power (blue) and obtain the green curve which compares well.
The incident beam power is shown in black. At peak electron
temperature (f = 900 ps), we measure a peak transmission
above 90%.
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FIG. 5. The energy remaining inside of the original f/6.7
beam cone after propagation through the plasma is measured
(circles) as a function of the interaction beam intensity. For
intensities less than Igrgy, more than 75% of the energy is
measured to remain in the original f/6.7 beam cone.

Beam spray is a direct measure of filamentation; the
filamentation threshold for an ideal beam can be calculated
by balancing the plasma pressure with the ponderomotive
force resulting from the transverse profile of the laser beam
[19]. Theoretical work using the laser-plasma interaction
code PF3D has extended this work to include the laser-beam
intensity profile with a continuous phase plate [20],

3 L

where [, is the power averaged intensity at best focus, Ay is
the wavelength of the laser beam, n,/n., = 6% is the
fraction of electron density to the critical density at 3w,
T, = 3.5 keV is the electron temperature, and f* = 6.7 is
the ratio of the focal length to the beam diameter. When the
filamentation figure of merit (FFOM) is greater than one,
the beam is expected to experience significant filamenta-
tion and beam spray. Our measurements presented in Fig. 5
are compared with the peak FFOM determined by post-
processing the parameters calculated by the hydrodynamic
simulations where the filamentation threshold is calculated
to be at Ippom = 1.7 X 10> Wem™2; at intensities less
than this threshold, more than 75% of the energy remains
in the original beam cone. Thermal filamentation is not
expected to significantly contribute as the electron mean
free path is much greater than the transverse speckle size
[21].

In summary, we have demonstrated laser-beam propa-
gation through ICF hohlraums at ignition plasma condi-
tions. This is accomplished through high electron tem-
perature plasmas that keep laser-plasma instabilities below
their linear thresholds (G s < 20, FFOM < 1). For elec-
tron temperatures above 3 keV, the plasma is transparent,
with transmission greater than >90% and less than <1%
backscatter. Furthermore, the laser beam is shown to
propagate without beam spray for intensities below 2 X
10> W cm™2; above this intensity the beam is shown to
filament. These experiments verify the ability of current
models to predict ignition hohlraum conditions and laser-
plasma interaction linear gains for filamentation, SBS, and
SRS. The results show the importance of predicting the
electron temperature when conditions are near backscatter
thresholds; a small change in the electron temperature can
lead to a significant increase in the backscattered energy.
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