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No Phase Transition in a Magnetic Field in the Ising Spin Glass FeQ5MnQ 5Ti03
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The dynamic scaling behavior of the Ising spin glass Feo5Mno5Ti03 in superimposed dc magnetic
fields has been studied. The dynamic freezing temperatures T&(co, H) were determined as a function
of field 0 ~ H ~ 3.1 T and frequency 0.017 ~ cu/2' ~ 5100 Hz. The in-field scaling behavior is
strikingly different from the zero-field behavior and is well described by activated dynamics and a
correlation length that depends on field as g ~ H '". The results are in agreement with the droplet
model predictions and strongly suggest that there is no phase transition in a magnetic field in 3D Ising
spin glasses.

PACS numbers: 75.50.Lk, 75.10.Nr, 75.40.Gb

For a couple of decades there has been a continuous
interest in trying to understand the physical properties
of spin glasses [1,2]. The Sherrington-Kirkpatrick mean-
field model of spin glasses has been successfully solved
[3], but as yet virtually no exact results exist in the
physical dimensions two (2D) and three (3D). In the
mean-field model the low-temperature spin-glass phase
has many thermodynamic states which are unrelated
by symmetry. When a magnetic field is applied, the
transition temperature decreases with increasing field
following the so-called Almeida- Thouless line in the
(H, T) plane [4].

An approach to describe low dimensional spin glasses
is the droplet model based on renormalization group
arguments [5—8]. In dimensions above the lower critical
dimension 2 ~ dI ~ 3, the droplet model finds a low-
temperature spin-glass phase in zero magnetic field. This
low-temperature phase differs substantially from the spin-
glass phase of the mean-field picture. In the droplet model
there are only two thermodynamic states related to each
other by a global spin Hip, and there is no phase transition
to a spin-glass phase iIi a magnetic field.

Whether the spin-glass phase of 3D Ising spin glasses
really is destroyed by a magnetic field or if a mean-
field picture [9—11] may be applicable is not yet settled.
Numerical work is not conclusive [12—15] and there is,
until now, no answer from experimental studies of spin
glasses in a magnetic field.

In this Letter the question of the existence of a phase
transition in a magnetic field is addressed by studies of
the dynamic susceptibility of the 3D Ising spin glass
Feo 5Mn0 &Ti03. The main result of the Letter is that
scaling analyses of the dynamic susceptibility in the
(H, T) plane strongly indicate that there is no spin-glass
phase in a finite magnetic field in the 3D Ising spin glass.

Feo &Mn05Ti03 is regarded as a model system for a 3D
Ising spin glass, and its physical properties have been
extensively investigated [16—18]. Static and dynamic
scaling analysis in the vicinity of the zero-field phase
transition temperature Ts(H = 0) have yielded good scal-
ing behaviors with consistent values of the critical expo-
nents [16,17]. The magnetic structure of FeosMno5Ti03
is most conveniently described by a hexagonal unit cell
with the spins aligned along the c axis [18]. The spin-
glass behavior is due to a random mixture of ferromag-
netic and antiferromagnetic nearest neighbor interactions
within the hexagonal layers causing bond disorder.

ac susceptibility and dc magnetization measurements
were performed on a single crystal of Feo&Mn05Ti03 in
the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped 2 X 2 X 4 mm .
The long axis of the crystal corresponds to the crystalline
c axis, and in all measurements it was mounted parallel
to the external dc field and the probing ac field. The
amplitude of the ac field was low enough to ensure linear
response [19] in the temperature and field regimes where
the dynamics limits the susceptibility of Feo5MnogTi03.

The temperature and frequency dependences of the ac
susceptibility g(co, T, H) = g'(to, T, H) + tg"(to, T, H)
were measured in superimposed external dc mag-
netic fields H ~ 5 T in the frequency interval 15 ~
co/27r ~ 1000 Hz, using a Lake-Shore 7225 ac sus-
ceptometer. The data were taken stepwise, increasing
the temperature in increments of =0.3 K starting from
T = 5 K. The ac susceptibility in zero external dc field
in a wider frequency interval 0.017 ~ to/2' ~ 5100 Hz
was measured in a noncommercial low-field SQUID
magnetometer. The field-cooled (FC) dc magnetization
was measured in a Quantum Design MPMS SQUID mag-
netometer. The magnetic field H ~ 5 T was applied at a
temperature well above Ts(0) and the FC magnetization
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FIG. 3. Tf(cu, H) contours at ~/2~ = (from right to left)
1700, 125, 15, 17, 0.17, and 0.017 Hz. The inset shows two
scaling paths H = 2.2 T and H/T = 0.21 T/K.

a magnetic field [19]. One crucial consequence of this
behavior is that Tf(or, H) equals the temperature where
y'(cu 0, T, H) = ~'(cu, T, H = 0) and hence can be di-
rectly determined from ac susceptibility measurements in
zero dc field combined with the equilibrium susceptibility
in the field H [see inset to Fig. 1(a)]. This also implies
that there is no need for special ac susceptibility measure-
ments in external magnetic dc fields to determine Tf (cu, H)
in spin glasses [22].

To determine the equilibrium susceptibility at low tem-
peratures we use the FC magnetization recorded in dif-
ferent magnetic fields. The FC magnetization eventually
falls out of equilibrium when the temperature is lowered.
This occurs at a temperature where the maximum relax-
ation time of the system is of the order of the characteris-
tic time scale set by the cooling rate, in our experiments
about 100 sec. The differential FC susceptibility was nu-
merically calculated through gFc = AMFc/AH. It was
checked that smaller AH and other differentiation meth-
ods did not alter gFC within the experimental accuracy.
Futhermore, ~Fc(T, H) coincides with the ac susceptibil-
ity data g(cu, T, H) for T ) Tf(~, H) We conclu. de that
in the range of frequencies and temperatures where we de-
termine Tf(cu, H), gFc(T, H) = g'(co O, T, H) In the.
inset of Fig. 1(a), part of the data are shown together with

gFc(T, H = 2 T) and g'(tn/27r = 125 Hz, T, H = 2 T).
In Fig. 3 Tf (tu, H), derived as the temperature at

which pre(T, H) = g'(tu, T, H = 0), is plotted in the
(H, T) plane for 0.017 ~ cu/27r ~ 1700 Hz. To compare
adequately the mean-field and droplet predictions, the
frequency dependence of the freezing temperatures was
analyzed along different paths in the (H, T) plane. Here
we present results along lines of constant H and lines of
constant H/T (two such lines are indicated in the inset to
Fig. 3). If there is a phase transition at a finite temperature
in a magnetic field, the maximum relaxation times along a
line of constant H/T are to diverge at a finite temperature.
If not, the relaxation times will diverge at T = H = 0.

At zero and low-enough fields the freezing tempera-
tures at our measurement frequencies are adequately de-
scribed by conventional critical slowing down [Eq. (2)].
However, at higher fields the dynamics becomes strikingly
different and already at quite low fields H = 0.2 T fits by
Eq. (2) yield unphysical parameters. For example, ana-
lyzing the freezing temperatures with H/T = 0.21 T/K
gives a best fit with gv = 19, to = 10 sec, and T~ =
6 K. Generally, the values of zv become unphysically
large and the values of to unphysically long, i.e., conven-
tional critical slowing down at a finite temperature does
not apply to the in-field dynamics.

In the droplet model the correlation length at low
temperatures depends on the magnetic field as [7]

(3)
where vtt = (d/2 —0) ', d is the dimensionality of the
sample (here d = 3), and 0 is an exponent determining
the free energy of a droplet excitation. The barrier height
depends on length scale I as [7]

a = AL~. (4)

Thermally activated dynamics B = T In(t/to) then yields

In(t/to) ~ ATf ', for H = const (5)
and
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In(t/to) ~ b, Tf ", for H/T = const. (6)
The barrier height coefficient b. = b, (T, t) depends in
general on both time and temperature [23]. However,
for T ( Tg/2, b, is approximately constant [7,23]. We
therefore concentrate on this low-temperature region in
the scaling analyses and assume 5 = const [24].

In Fig. 4, Iog, o(t,„) is plotted both vs Tf
' for H =

2.2 T and vs Tf for H/T = 0.21 T/K (the paths are
indicated in Fig. 3). The slowing down along H = 2.2 T
is nicely described by Eq. (5) giving tn = 10 '4 sec and
implying that the correlation length is independent of
temperature [Eq. (3)] at this constant field. For the slowing
down along H/T = 0.21 T/K a best fit by Eq. (6) is
plotted in Fig. 4 and obtained with vHP = 0.65 and tn =
10 '4 sec.

In fact, all freezing temperatures at temperatures below
and around Tg/2 are well described by the droplet model
with a constant 6 and vttP = 0.65. The exponent 9 has
a value =0.25 [2] which yields vH = 0.8. The value of
the batTter height exponent then becomes P = 0.8, which
is well within its inferred limits 0 ~ P ~ d —1 [7].

For the dynamics in a magnetic field, we also attempted
activated dynamics, including a finite critical temperature
which is likely to describe the critical dynamics of the
random field Ising model

In(t/tn) ~ Tf '(Tf —Tg) '. (7)

Adopting this relation for the path H/T = 0.21 T/K
gives a best scaling for Tg = 0 K, this reducing Eq. (7)
to Eq. (6). Similar results are found for other paths
H/T = const.
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along H/T = 0.21 T/K.

The lowest frequency measured is slightly influenced by
aging, i.e., the response is influenced by nonequilibrium
dynamics. Furthermore, it is possible that pre(T, H) dif-
fers somewhat from g'(co 0, T, H) at the freezing tem-
perature of the lowest frequencies. Both these effects are,
however, weak and can only marginally affect the values
of the exponents derived in our dynamic scaling analyses.

To summarize, we have introduced a method to deter-
mine accurately Tf (ro, H) in spin glasses in magnetic fields
and investigated the dynamic scaling behavior of a 3D
Ising system in the (H, T) plane. The main result of the
Letter is that our dynamic scaling analyses strongly sug-
gest that there is no phase transition in a magnetic field
in 3D Ising spin glasses, the in-field scaling behavior be-
ing well described by the droplet model predictions with

vHQ = 0.65.
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