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Shell-Model Interpretation of the Collective-Model Potential-Energy Surface
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The potential-energy-surface concept of the generalized collective model is given a shell-model inter-
pretation. For deformation less than the equilibrium value, P (Po, the shape of the potential is related
to intrashell dynamics while the sharp rise for P )Po is shown to be an intershell phenomenon that de-

pends on competition between major shell excitation energies and the binding energy of the residual in-

teraction. The exclusion principle plays an essential role in the argument. Results for Mg illustrate
the necessity of an open-shell picture.

PACS numbers: 21.60.Ev, 21.60.CS, 21.60.Fw, 27.30.+t

The purpose of this Letter is to give a shell-model in-

terpretation of the potential-energy-surface (PES) con-
cept of the Gneuss-Greiner model (GGM). ' The latter is

a phenomenological theory that describes nuclei in terms
of collective quadrupole bosons that represent shape os-
cillations. This objective will be met within the frame-
work of the microscopic collective model (MCM) which
is an algebraic theory that has the dynamical group of
the three-dimensional oscillator as its fundamental sym-
metry. It is a fermion-based shell-model theory that in-

cludes intershell mixing phenomena generated by the nu-

cleons interacting through their quadrupole fields. The
MCM can be thought of as a multishell generalization of
the Elliott model.

Specifically, a simple Hamiltonian consisting of the
isotropic harmonic oscillator and the collective quadru-
pole-quadrupole interaction is shown to suSce for the
explanation of the general features of the collective-
model potential. This result, together with the relation
between the microscopic quadrupole operator and the
collective quadrupole variables, implies that the high-
order terms that enter into collective-model theories of
nuclear structure serve to mimic exclusion-principle
effects. If a residual rotorlike term is added to the
harmonic-oscillator plus quadrupole-quadrupole interac-
tion, low-lying spectral features like the E-band splitting
can also be explained. Calculated results for the excita-
tion spectra and E2 transition rates of Mg are given to
illustrate the theory.

The GGM gives a description of nuclear properties in
terms of collective coordinates az „=a„that define quad-
rupole deformations of the surface,

R(0,p) =Ro I+ga2„V2„(0,$)
P

and the corresponding coujugate momenta z2 „—=z„,
where in a quantized picture [tr„,a„l = —i 68„„Specifi-.
cally, the Hamiltonian consists of kinetic and potential

parts built out of scalars in the collective coordinates,

H =T+ V where V=+ V~ P
+ (cos3 y)

p, o'
(2)

H =Ho —
2 zg'AQ',

This Hamiltonian is diagonalized in a five-dimensional
harmonic-oscillator basis with %«% „bosons. The
parameters of the Hamiltonian, given in (2) in principal-
axes form (aq o =Pcosy, a2, ~ t =0, aq, ~ q

= I/J2P sing),
are determined through a least-squares-fitting procedure.
Gneuss and Griener used a sixth-order theory
(2p+ 3o ~ 6) with %,„~32. An extension adds
deformation-dependent terms to T and nonpolynomial
parts to V. A plot of the resultant V as a function of p
and y is the PES of the GGM. The theory embodies all

special cases of the collective model: the rotor, triaxial
as well as symmetric, the quantum vibrator, and the so-
called rotor-vibrator limit.

Terms in V in order 4 (6) or greater in p are required
to obtain a nonzero equilibrium po (yo) deformation
value. Furthermore, it is clear that if Voi enters with a
negative sign there must be a positive V20 or VO2 to bal-
ance it so the potential does not go to negative infinity
for large p, etc. In other words, all the familiar prob-
lems encountered whenever polynomial expansions are
used enter in the theory. One purpose of this Letter is to
point out that these high-order terms are necessary be-
cause the GGM does not address the particle dynamics
properly. Specifically, it ignores the elementary but im-

portant fact that nuclei are made up of fermions that
obey the exclusion principle. Another complementary
purpose is to show that stable nonzero equilibrium values
for the deformation arise naturally within the framework
of the shell model with no more than two-body interac-
tions.

Consider the following simple shell-model Hamiltoni-
an:
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FIG. 3. A schematic diagram illustrating a shell-model real-
ization of the collective-model PES for Mg. In each major
shell the allowed representations fall in a conical strip or V-
shaped band with terminus defined by the SU(3) irrep that
gives the maximum deformation in that shell. The PES corre-
sponds to the envelope defined for P & Po by the irrep's of the
Ohcu shell that lie lowest in energy and for P & Po by leading
SU(3) irrep's of the higher shells.

ucts (2,0)"x (8,4) for P & Po. The y values range from
46.1' for the (0,2) irrep, to 20.6' for the (8,4), and to
15.6' for the (12,4). A point to be noted is that the slow
rise to the left of the minimum (P &Po) is a Ohio phe-
nomena while the sharp rise beyond the minimum
(P & Po) is primarily due to the shell structure. SU(3)
irrep s with P & Po only exist in higher shells. If g is set
to zero, all irrep's of the nth shell would lie at nkvd. The
actual position of the irrep s is lower than this because
Q'AQ' increases the binding energy of the system. The
strength of Q'AQ' must be large enough to build in the
required coherence yet small enough so the shell struc-
ture established by Hp is not destroyed. A trivial diver-
gence can be overcome by our removing from Q'AQ' its
major-shell, trace-equivalent part. This was done in the
calculation.

A general microscopic (shell-model) interpretation of
the macroscopic (collective-model) PES concept can now
be given. A schematic plot of the expectation value of
the Hamiltonian, (H), versus the deformation, P, that in-
dicates the process is given in Fig. 3. In each major shell
the allowed SU(3) representations fall into a conical
band with terminus defined by the leading SU(3) irrep,
that is, the (k,p) for which P was given by (4) is a max-
imum. The PES corresponds to the envelope that is
defined for P & Po by the irrep's of the OAro shell that lie
lowest in energy and for P & Po by leading SU(3) irrep's
of the higher shells. Of course, SU(3) is not an exact
symmetry so (X,p) mixing occurs both within and
among the shells. This mixing blurs the boundaries but
so long as SU(3) is a reasonably good symmetry the ar-
gument applies. Regions below and to the left (right) of

0

Exper iment

0 + 0+

Theor y

FIG. 4. Experimental and calculated [Ub(6) XU, (3)] spec-
tra for "Mg. Parameters of the Hamiltonian are Ace=12.6
and g=0.0438 for the shell and quadrupole-quadrupole terms,
respectively, and a =0.130, b = —0.0408, and c = —0.00521
for the residual SU(3) parts. All quantities are given in MeV
units.

TABLE I Eigenstate intensity analysis for members of the

Mg ground band.

Shell
(h co)

Angular momentum
2 4

0
2

Higher

61.1

23.9
10.9
4. 1

61.4
23.7
10.8
4. 1

62.0
23.3
10.6
4. 1

65.4
21.6
9.5
3.5

70.3
18.8
8.2
2.7

the enveloping curve for P & Po (P & Po) are forbidden
domains due to the Pauli principle. The equilibrium
value for the deformation Po is determined by a compli-
cated convolution of intrashell and intershell dynamics.

The calculated spectra for Mg is compared with ex-
periment in Fig. 4 and an analysis of the corresponding
eigenstates is given in Table I. These results were ob-
tained for the Hamiltonian of (3) augmented with a re-
sidual rotorlike SU(3) term that allowed the interaction
to be fine tuned to reproduce the observed low-energy
K-band splitting, '

H =Ho —,' gQ'A Q'+ aL +bX—3+cX4 .

In (5) the operators X, are rotational scalars built from
the generators of SU(3): X3 = (L x Q XL) and
X4=[(LXQ)' (xQ LX)'] . In these expressions Q is
the part of Q' that acts within a single shell. The X,
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TABLE II. Experimental and calculated E2 transition strengths in "Mg.

L;

21

4I
6I
8I
42

5I
62

7]
82

22

42

62

82

Lf

0l
21

4l
6l
22

3l
42

5I
62

0I
2I
4I
6I

Sp(6,R)

20.3
26.9
25.6
20.5
10.8
16.3
17.7

14.8
1.3
0.8
0.8

Ub(6) xU, (3)

21.0
27.9
26.6
21.5
1 1.1

16.8
18.0
18.5
14.4

1.6
0.9
0.8
1.1

Experiment

20.5+ 0.6
23+ 4
34+, 36

16+6

28+ 5
23~8

&3
1.4+ 0.3
1.0 + 0.2
0 8 ~ 0.8

operators are members of the SU(3) SO(3) integrity
basis and like L have zero matrix elements in L =0
states so the addition of this SU(3) term to the Hamil-
tonian does not change the arguments given regarding
the PES. Interband as well as intraband transition rates
were calculated and found to be in excellent agreement
with experiment and full Sp(6,R) calculations (see Table
II)."' No eII'ective charge was needed. As the intra-
band transitions are 10 to 20 times stronger than the in-

terband ones, this is a sensitive test to the theory.
In conclusion, the results show that the sharp rise in

the PES for P )Po is a shell-model feature that can be
reproduced with a simple two-body interaction. The
GGM requires high-order terms in the potential to get
stable nonzero equilibrium deformation values because
there is no other mechanism for building the exclusion
principle into the theory. The importance of the shell
admixtures in low-lying eigen states is signaled by
enhanced E2 transition strengths. Typically, in low-

lying eigenstates the summed intensities of shell admixed
configurations is between 30% and 40%. This percentage
is much too large to be ignored in any microscopic
theory of nuclear structure.
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