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Comment on "Relaxation at the Angle of Repose"

The concept of self-organized criticality applies to
dynamical systems which exhibit spatial or temporal
power-law correlations, not to systems which do notI

The experiments performed by Jaeger, Liu, and
Nagel are very interesting on their own rights. Howev-
er, from a general perspective, the problem is not wheth-
er their sand dunes show self-organized criticality (al-
though it would be nice and we are disappointed that
they do not), but whether or not real systems showing
"1/f' noise or spatial self-similarity are at the self-
organized critical point. The "sandpile picture' was in-
cluded mostly for visualization, as was expressed several
times. The theory is not primarily one of "granular sys-
tems" (actually it was first developed for a system of in-

teracting torsion pendula).
The remark questioning the universality of the models,

which goes beyond the scope of the experimental work
reported, is perhaps misleading since no one has claimed
that the exponents are universal.

We encourage experiments and further theoretical
studies on the dynamics of some of the plentiful systems

in nature which do exhibit fractal structure or temporal
power-law correlations.
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