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The effect of modulating the temperature difference between the plates at the onset of
convection in a doubly diffusive system has been studied. Both Stern and Veronis con-
figurations show stabilization and destabilization depending on the modulation frequency,
in contrast with the behavior of single-component systems. The stability effects are
particularly pronounced in the Veronis configuration because of parametric resonance.

PACS numbers: 44.25.+f

The response of a dynamical system to a peri-
odically modulated driving force':? is receiving
much attention in the hydrodynamic context,’*
For the Rayleigh-Bénard problem the effect of
periodic modulation of the temperature difference
between the plates is known to provide dynamic
stabilization and delay the onset of convection if
finite-size effects are ignored.® The onset of
convective flow in double-diffusive systems,
which we study below, exhibits a far richer sta-
bility pattern.® The possibility of the onset of an
oscillatory flow in the unmodulated system allows
for parametric resonance in the modulated one
and generally leads to an enhanced response of
the system, All the features to be discussed be-
low should be amenable to experimental verifica-
tion.

A double-diffusive system is characterized by
two different diffusivities—usually those of heat

and the solute, The difference in diffusivities can

drive convection in the system even when it is
hydrostatically stable in the single-component
sense., The configuration where the temperature
and concentration (of the solute) both increase in
the upward direction is the Stern configuration,”
or the “fingering” regime, whereas the reverse
situation is known as the Veronis configuration,®
or the ‘“diffusive” regime. The instability is sta-
tionary in the Stern configuration and nearly al-
ways oscillatory in the Veronis configuration.

To study the effect of periodic modulation in the
double-diffusive system, we assume that the con-
centration gradient is fixed while the temperature
of one of the plates is modulated with frequency
w. Here we use the Lorenz-model-like truncation
of the full hydrodynamic equations proposed by
Veronis® and studied in detail by DaCosta, Knob-
ler, and Weiss.® The use of the full hydrodynam-
ic equations leads to very similar answers,!® Our
stability analysis is linear.

The truncation inyvolves the following five Fou-
rier components: (i) X, the 101 component of
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the velocity field in the vertical direction; (ii) ¥,
the 101 component of the temperature field; (iii)
Z, the 002 component of the temperature field;
(iv) U, the 101 component of the concentration
field; (v) V, the 002 component of the concentra-
tion field.

The resulting differential equations can be writ-
ten in the form

X=0(-X+Y+0), (1a)
Y=-XZ+rX-Y, (1b)
Z=XY-b2Z, (lc)
U=XV-sr,X - Us, (1d)
V=UXx-sbV. (1e)

Here o=v/D is the Prandtl number, s=D /D, 7,
=ag(AT)d®/DvR,, v,= fg(AT)A®/D vR,. v is the
kinematic viscosity, D is the heat diffusion, D,
is the solutal diffusivity, a =~ (1/p)8p/987T is the
thermal expansion coefficient, g=(1/p)op/aC, d
is the separation of the plates, R, =277*/4 is the
critical Rayleigh number for free boundaries, the
number b ranges between 1 and 4, and time is
measured in units of 2d%/37%D.

It can be readily verified from Egs. (1a)~(le) by
a linear stability analysis that the state of rest
(X=Y=2=U=V=0) is destabilized to the follow-
ing: (i) a stationary state if

v, —-7,=1; (2)
(ii) an oscillatory state, with frequency

so(l =7, +7,)
l+s+o

, (3

WSE=5+0+S0—7,0+7%,50=

if

y,0 7,08 B
Tr9)ors) (o iss (4)

Note that #, > 0 if the system is heated from be-
low, and #, > 0 if the concentration decreases up-
wards, Keeping this in mind, we see that in the
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Stern configuration (7, <0, 7, <0) the instability
is stationary, while in the Veronis configuration
(7, >0, r,>0) it is nearly always oscillatory.

We now study the effect of modulating the tem-
perature difference between the plates while hold-
ing the concentration difference fixed. This is
equivalent to a frequency modulation on the param-
eter 7, in Egs. (la)-(le). The modified forms of
Eqs. (1a)-(1le) are obtained by replacing 7, by
#,(1+ ecoswi) in Eq. (1b).!' In the following we
will assume that e« 1 and carry out a perturba-
tive analysis to find the change in #, up to O(€?)
from its unperturbed value. For this purpose we
expand each mode A (A=X, Y, Z, U, V) as

A=A +A e+A €+, .. (5)
and the Rayleigh number as
7=, Qrer, Ve, P, (6)

Clearly 7, *’ =0 as the correction to the Rayleigh
number cannot depend on the sign of €, Inserting
the above expansions in the linearized versions
of Eqs. (la)-(le) and equating coefficients of like
powers of €, we obtain

——

FIG. 1, Leading correction 7,(2) to the thermal
Rayleigh number as a function of the modulating fre-
quency w for the stationary instability (Stern configura-
tion). Negative and positive values of »(2) imply dy-
namic destabilization and stabilization, respectively.

We now discuss separately the Stern and Vero-
nis configurations.

(1) Stern configuration.—In this case the in-
stability is stationary (X,, ¥,, and U, are time
independent). The corrections X,, ¥;, and U,

X,
L Y° -0 (7a) due to modulation are time dependent and can be
- ’ obtained from Eq. (7b) as
0
X 0 X, = X, 07, @ %;—:—%% cosat, 9)
Ll Yy, |=| 79X coswt |, (o) 1 2
U, 0 where
X, 0 L == w*(1+S+0) (10)
LYy, |=(n® © t], 7
A r, P X, +7 (P X cosw (7c) and
U, 0
g2 (0)
where L is the matrix Ly==w+s+0+80=0(r; @ = 7,9). (11)
(0 - ;
o/ot+c -0 . We have used r, ‘¥ —7,= 1.. Turning now to Eq.
_ (0 (7Te), we note that for consistency the time-aver-
L=| -n a/ot+1 0 . (8) ) .
s 0 o/ol+s aged part of the right-hand side has to be orthog-
> | onal to the solution of Eq. (7a), and hence
y @ =y (@ (X, coswt) ~0(')'1 0% s(1+s+0)=[s+0+s0=0r, @ =r,s) - ] (12)
! ! X, 2 WPlis+oP+[o+ts+so—o(r, @ ~7,s)= P "

In Fig. 1, we show a plot of 7, ¥ vs « for 0=10, s=10"2 (solutal diffusivity is usually much smaller
than thermal diffusivity), 7, (=-1, and »,=-2. Note that 7, ® <0 for w < (o|r,|)’* (approximately).
This implies that in this frequency range the upper plate has to be taken to a higher temperature for
convection to occur. This is in effect a destabilization because the stability of the system is supposed
to increase as the temperature of the upper plate is increased.

(2) Veronis configuration.—Here we consider the case where the instability is oscillatory and assum-
ing that X, =ReA,exp(iw,t), we obtain from Eq. (7b) the particular integral

O'rl (0)

Xl(t):Re< L 4, i(wy+ w)+s

L, +iL,

expli(wy + w)t] +(w—— w)) )

(13)
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where
Li=1+0+8) w2 = (w+ w)?], IL,=(w,+w)wy?=(w,+w)?]. (14)

The above solution is valid for w away from the parametric resonance at w=2w,,.
At w=2w, we cannot set 7, M) =0 a priori and Eq. ('Tb) needs to be written as

X, 0
Ll v, |= [, VX, +7, DX coswt | . (15)
\ U 0

With X,=A,cosw,t, the consistency condition now yields
r, V=i, O, (16)

Inserting this value of 7, ) in Eq. (15), we obtain

(0)

ary A
0

2

s+ 3iw,
L1'+ iLzl
with L’ ==8w(1+0o+s) and L," == 24w,

The second-order correction 7, ¥ can be obtained from Eq. (7c) (for the case w=2w, 7, ¥ terms
have to be included here) by imposing the consistency condition. We find

X,=Re ( exp(3iwot)> , (17)

o(r, (V) (w=w)+s(l+0+s)
+(w==w) for 2w, | > |ew,| ,
7 (2)=5 4 [(T+ 0+ 8P+ (w=w ) [[(w= w,)* = wy’] ( o ol > e (18)
’ o(r, @Y w2+ s(l+o+s) ! (
2w, (1+0+5)+9w,’ 4

for |w=2w,|=0 (ew,).

The above effects could be experimentally tested on thermohaline solutions. The fluid mixtures
should show similar qualitative behavior and may be the preferable system for experimental purposes.
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In making this replacement, we are ignoring the dependence of the basic temperature in the fluid upon the fre-
quency. At high frequencies the error is small; at moderate frequencies our results are expected to be qualitatively
correct.
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