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Vibrational Bands in the Photoemission of an A.dsorbate: 02 on Graphite

W. Eberhardt
Department of Physics, B~ookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York 11973

E. %. Plummer
Department of Physics and Laboratory for Research on the Stracture of Matter,

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104
(Received 18 August 1981)

Photoemission spectra of 02 physisorbed at 10 K on graphite exhibit vibrational struc-
ture in the 27t band. With the assumption of a Morse potential the potential for the physi-
sorbed ion can be calculated, which is slightly steeper than in the gas phase resulting in
a higher vibrational frequency. The difference in equilibrium distance between the ion
and the neutral molecule is reduced by about 20% compared to the free molecule.

PACS numbers: 79.60.Gs, 34.20.-b, 73.90.+f

We here report the first measurements show-
ing vibrational structure in the photoemission of
an adsorbate. The observation of vibrational
structure in photoemission differs qualitatively
from other techniques usually used like electron
energy loss or infrared spectroscopy for two
reasons. First, we gain information about the
vibrational excitation of the corresponding mo-
lecular ion on the surface that is created in the
photoionization process and second, we observe
strong multiple-phonon excitations, an analysis
of which allows us to calculate the vibrational po-
tential for the adsorbed ion directly from the
spectroscopic information.

Phonon contributions to the linewidth of core
levels in bulk solids have been discussed theo-
retically earlier, ' ' and recently theory has been
extended to adsorbates. ~ Experimentally, we
here present the first data where vibrational
structure can be observed in the photoemission
of an adsorbate. Earlier experimental work only
explains in general the much larger width of ad-
sorbate levels compared to gas-phase molecules
as being partially due to a smeared-out Franck-
Condon envelope of the vibrational spectrum. '~
From these earlier measurements it is, however,
impossible to gain any specific vibrational in-
formation.

The experiments were performed at the Syn-
chrotron Radiation Center of the University of
Wisconsin using a toroidal grating monochroma-
tor' and a commercial double-pass cylindrical-
mirror electron analyzer (PHl model 15-255).
0 was adsorbed onto highly oriented pyrolythic
graphite (HOPG) cleaved in situ in UHV and di-
rectly glued onto a He Dewar. The temperature
of the HOPG was less than 10 K during the mea-

surements and the adsorption. This was verified
by the fact that we were able to adsorb a thick
layer of molecular hydrogen onto the surface.
The pressure of the system during the experi-
ment was around 5~ 10 ' Torr, except during
gas exposure. Thus we were able to keep our
sample free of contaminants for more than 1 h
even at these low temperatures.

The phase diagram of 0, on graphite is rather
complicated and the data are controversial as
deduced from neutron scattering, ' specific-heat
studies, ' and x-ray diffraction. At our sample
temperatures and coverages we essentially en-
counter only two different phases. The transi-
tion occurs when more than one monolayer is.
adkorbed, which is at a nominal coverage of 1.7
to 1.9 measured in v3&& 43 monolayers since 0,
is not in registry with the substrate. '' More-
over, besides the existence of a phase boundary
there is still some disagreement about the exact
nature of the phases.

Figure 1 shows photoemission spectra for the
low- and high-coverage phases of 02 on graphite
compared to a gas-phase x-ray photoemission
spectroscopy (XPS) spectrum. " Graphite is a
rather weak photoemitter and the photoelectron
energy distributions shown in Fig. 1 resemble
essentially the adsorbate-derived signal. Only
the structure at an initial-state energy of about
3 eV and the generally broad, relatively weak
structural background are attributed to the in-
trinsic graphite emission. The gas-phase spec-
trum has been shifted in energy to give the best
alignment of the observed peaks. For exposures
of less than 2.5 langmuirs (1 4 =10 ' Torr sec)
we observe photoemission characteristic of the
emission of a single layer of oxygen molecules.
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no indication of anomalies in the cross section
between hv = 20 and 50 eV."' Therefore we can
compare the relative intensity of the vibrational
sidebands of our spectra, taken at 40-eV photon
energy, to gas-phase spectra, taken with 21.2-
eV photons. " Qualitiatively we can see directly
that the 0-0 vibrational transition is more in-
tense for the adsorbate than in the gas phase,
whereas the higher transitions 0-3 and 0-4 are
clearly weaker in the adsorbed layer. This leads
us to the conclusion that the internuclear equi-
librium distance changes less for the adsorbate.

We have calculated the Franck-Condon factors
for two harmonic oscillators of different vibra-
tional frequency as a function of the change of the
internuclear equilibrium distance. The choice of
harmonic oscillators instead of anharmonic ones,
which would be more accurate, allows us to in-
tegrate the overlap matrix elements analytically
rather than numerically, From a comparison
between our calculated Franck-Condon factors we
conclude that the internuclear equilibrium dis-
tance changes by about 20% less in the ca,se of
the adsorbed molecule than in the gas phase. In
absolute numbers this means that the equilibrium
distance decreases by 0.08 A for 0, in the gas
phase upon removal of a 2m electron, whereas on
the graphite surface the corresponding change is
only 0.065 A. Naturally this could mean that
either the neutral molecule has a different equi-
librium distance upon adsorption on graphite or
the ion or both.

&„=~ .I:(r+l)-(~ ./4D)&+l)'1 (2)

D is the dissociation energy and @co, is the basic
oscillator frequency related to the para, meter a in
the potential by

(u, = (a/2m)(2D/p, )'i', (3)

where p, is the reduced mass of the system. Using
Eq. (2) and the energy values of the vibrational
bands we can calculate the molecular potential
for the adsorbed 0,' ion. Depending on whether
we fit our data by Gaussian or Lorentzian func-
tions we get a slightly different answer, the de-
tails of which are summarized in Table I. We
list the extreme parameter values given by a fit
with either Gaussian or Lorentzian functions.
Since the actual line shape should be a composi-
tion of both we get a feeling for the error limits
of our fitting procedure. We were not very suc-
cessful in determining the dissociation energy D.

The second piece of information that we obtain
from these data is the actual molecular potential
of the adsorbed 0,' ion. Analyzing the energy
separation of the vibrational sidebands, we get
the basic vibrational frequency as well as the de-
gree of anharmonicity. Assuming a molecular
potential of the form

V(R) =pl —exp[- a(R -R,)]}'
as originally proposed by Morse, "we get the
exact solutions of an anharmonic oscillator with
energy eigenvalues given by

TABLE I. Parameters of the vibrational structure observed in the 02 2n pho-
toemission.

Measured
intensity

Energy~
(meV) (eV)

e~, (0,')
(meV)

Peak width
(me V)

FWH M

Gas phase

Adsorbed
(Gaussian)

0
1
2
3

0
1
2

3

Adsorbed 0
(Lore ntiz ian) 1

2
3
4

1..
2 3
2.1
0.9
0.3
1
1.6
1.4
0.54
0.16
1
1.6
1.4
0.46
0.15

0
220
440
655
865

0
250
500
740
980

0
240
470
690
930

6.48

8.4

221

254

241

50
(resol ution

limited)

278

318

Relative to 0-0 peak.
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Observing only the five lowest vibrational states,
we are only sensitive to the potential around its
minimum. Typical values obtained are 6.5 to 8.5
eV, but also in one attempt we got a much higher
value. The significantly higher basic oscillator
frequency of the adsorbed ion compared to the
gas-phase ion (247 vs 220 meV), however, clearly
indicates that the potential of the adsorbed ion
has to be steeper, which can be attributed to the
additional interaction with the substrate.

If we deposit more than a monolayer we are
unable to detect any vibrational substructure in
the photoemission of 0, adsorbed on graphite.
Moreover, the peaks are substantially broader
than for the adsorbed monolayer. This additional
broadening could be caused by inhomogeneities in
the layers or by a shift of the binding energy in
the second or third layer due to the different
screening. Also the vibrational spectrum of the
0, molecule should change into the phonon spec-
trum of solid O„which might be unresolved.

The linewidth of the vibrational sidebands is
surprisingly large (280 meV) for the adsorbed
monolayer. In the gas phase the 2n hole has es-
sentially infinite lifetime since it is in the highest
occupied orbital. This is not so for the adsorbed
layer. Here the hole can decay via an interatomic
Auger process involving two graphite electrons.
This results in a larger lifetime broadening.
Slight inhomogeneities in the layer also could
cause a broadening, especially since the adsorbate
layer is not in registry with the substrate. '"
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