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A one-electron treatment of the H -H collision is proposed which is not restricted to
neutralization into Hg =2) +H, is free from two-state-crossing models, and involves an
electron translation factor. Diabatic states are found to differ from those conventionally
invoked. Neutralization into H(n =3) +H is put forward and detachment is interpreted as
a dynamic polarization effect. Agreement with available experiments is found above
200 eV {c.m. ). Below this energy puzzling discrepancies persist.

PACS numbers: 34.70.+e

The conventional treatment of the H'+ H mutu-
al neutralization into H*(n)+ H assumes transi-
tions around crossings of the Coulombic ionic en-
ergy curve with horizontal covalent curves. Fol-
lowing Bates and Lewis' it has been agreed by
some authors' that, according to the Landau-Zen-
er (LZ) model, ' mutual neutralization at low ener-
gy (E, &20 eV) occurs predominantly into H*(n
=3)+H, whereas at moderate energies (50 eV
~ E, ~ a few kiloelectronvolts) neutralization
into H*(n=2) +H Prevails. Most of the theoreti-

cal efforts to date have been devoted to the im-
provement of either the I Z curve-crossing pa-
rameters' or the LZ model itself. ' Agreement
with experiments was found accidentally when
either incorrect LZ parameters or ad hoc ad-
justments were used. ' Dalgarno, Victor, and
Blanchard' were the first to abandon the simplis-
tic LZ point of view and considered the H*(n = 2

and 3)+ H channels within an ab initio close-coup-
ling treatment. Unfortunately their calculations
suffered from an inaccurate H binding energy
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~.=- lg)~&~I,

lz) =(2p)"
l &.'(~, )exp(- p~, )/~, )

(3a)

(3b)

The one-center Schrodinger equation for the
model e -H~ system involving 'U~ lends itself to
an exact analytic solution for both the bound and
the continuous spectra. This property enables a
straightforward determination of p and A. by fitting
the single bound-state energy to the experimental
H electron affinity and the singlet scattering s-
phase shift to accurate theoretical results for e-
H elastic collisions. "

The adiabatic energy curves [eigenvalues of b
in Eq. (2)] have been obtained in a basis set made
of exact y„,„(r~)hydrogenic wave functions (n

which prevented them from drying definitive
conclusions from that work. Subsequent close-
coupling calculations' never extended beyond n = 2

channels and agreement with experiment could
not satisfactorily be achieved. Moreover, some
controversial claims concerning the effect of n
= 3, 4 channels have appeared recently (compare
the relevant discussions in Refs. 1, 2, 4b, and 7
with that of Ref. 8b) but were not supported by de-
tailed calculations.

In this Letter the H'+H problem is revisited. '
We will be focusing herein on the salient features
of our approach and main conclusions. An ac-
count of technical details is deferred to a future
publication. " To achieve an accurate representa-
tion of the relevant molecular properties of the
system in the range of internuclear distances 5a,
&R ~ 100a, we modeled the problem in considera-
tion of its essential characteristics. In either
the incoming or the outgoing channels the system
involves a diffuse electron moving in a Coulomb
potential on one center (H') and a short range-
potential on the other center (H). The second
electron (in H) lying in a comPact orbital is hard-
ly expected" to contribute to the importance of
the experimental neutralization cross section"
which certainly results from transitions at rela-
tively large R (the corresponding geometrical
radius being RG = 1ga,). With this assumption"
the process we have been investigating is

H~ +H~ -H~*(n)+H~.

Accordingly, the two-center one-electron Hamil-
tonian is

b = —z s- I/r„+g~,
where 'U~ representing the e -H~ interaction has
the form of a nonlocal seParable oPerator" ":

-I) and the exact solution g(r~) of the model
Hamiltonian for H~ . A polarization orbital
X~(r~) was also considered in view of the high
polarizability of H and in order to account for
part of the transitions to the e -H~ p continuum
(the orbital X~ is derived from a perturbation
treatment of the dipole interaction between the
bound state y of H and the corresponding free
P-wave continuum). The calculated adiabatic
energy curves compare quite satisfactorily with
the available accurate ab initio results" which
lends support to the proposed model.

Turning to the collision problem, it has been
known since the work of London" and Zener'
that processes of type (1) provide typical situa-
tions where the electron exchange can be handled
by considering diabatic states. These states were
thought to be merely the valence bond (VB) states
that preserve the pure ionic and covalent char-
acters. However, it was pointed out that such
states entail nonorthogonality problems. " In par-
ticular, in the region where the electron exchange
takes place, the VB states have partially both
ionic and covalent eharaeter. Consequently when
building orthogonal states (as assumed in the def-
inition of diabatic states)" either (or both) the
pure ionic or (and) covalent character should be
lost or diluted. When looking for a representa-
tion of the VB type ensuring both diabaticity" and
orthogonality (as, e.g. , a projected valence bond
representation), "two possibilities readily sug-
gest themselves: (i) preservation of the ionic
character or (ii) preservation of the covalent
character.

Representation (i) is generated by orthogonali-
zation of the covalent states p„,„(r~)to the ionic
states y(r~). The corresponding energy diagram
and electronic couplings show" an overall simi-
larity with the Pure ionic covalent scheme. How-
ever, this representationis not diabatic (if more
than one covalent state is considered). Indeed,
d/dR matrix elements generally exist between
two covalent states. If center B is chosen as the
electron coordinate origin spurious dynamic coup-
lings (nil„lv Vzl ~ln'l»m~') show up at large
A. If center A is chosen instead, this problem
disappears but additional d/dRl „matrix elements
couple the ionic and the modified covalent states.

In representation (ii) the ionic state y(r~) is or-
thogonalized to all the considered covalent states
p„,(r„).Choosing center A as the electron co-
ordinate origin it can be shown that d/dRl „ma-
trix elements appear neithe~ between the modi-
fied ionic state and the covalent states nor be-
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tween the covalent states themselves. This pro-
cedure generates the diabatic representation
looked for, provided the sPecific center A is
taken as tke electron coordinate origin (see the
discussion below on the electron translation fac-
tors). The corresponding potential energy dia-
gram (Fig. 1) is rather unusual in the context of
ionic-covalent interactions. Inspection of this
diagram along with the off-diagonal terms of h
shows (when n ~3) that the electron exchange
process (1) pertains to both noncrossing (Demkov-
¹ikitin)" and curve-crossing (I Z type) models.

Total cross sections for neutralization have
been calculated in a basis extending up to n = 3
covalent states. All calculations" were carried
out within the impact-parameter method (IPM)23

(test calculations involving a Coulomb trajectory24
did not manifest significant differences in the con-
sidered energy range E, ~ &30 eV). Two types
of calculations have been performed first. The
first uses representation (i) with (the deliberate)
complete neglect of dynamical couplings. The
second uses representation (ii) with all its coup-
ling (radial and rotational). As the two represen-
tations are equivalent when a/I coupiings are con-
sidered, the comparison of the two calculations"
shows the dramatic role of dynamic transitions
in representation (i) as well as that of tra. nsitions
outside the curve crossings [especially those
towards H~*(n =3) +Hs] . Although intrinsicalIy in-
structive, these calculations do not agree with
experiment.

Part of this failure is readily understood when
we notice that, in the considered energy range
10 eV&E„&10keV, the nuclear velocities

might become of the same order of magnitude as
those of the active loosely bound electron. The
standard quasimolecular treatment is thus expect-
ed to break down unless electron translation fac-
tors (ETF) are taken into account. "

We have selected to use ETF of the Schneider-
man-Bussek type" in a treatment where center B
is moving with constant velocity with respect to
the fixed center A. Accordingly, any orbital is
multiplied by the common ETF exp(ifv. r„)
where the switching function is given by"

f(r, R) = [R'/(R'+b')] [-,'(e 's)(2+ 3q g')-

where q = (r~ -rs)/R and 0(q) is a step function
that cuts off asymptotically terms behaving as
R arising from 1 —rl in the derivatives of f.
The parameters b (=20a, ) and a (0.25a, ') were
chosen to ensure the asymptotic conditions f —1

(or 0) around center B (or A) as R &40a,."
All coupling terms" have been taken into ac-

count in an IPM treatment using representation
(ii) with the above ETF incorporated The. basis
set consisted of all states arising from H„*(n= 2

and 3)+He along with y(rs), the polarization func-
tion X~(rs), and its mate II~(rs) under rotational
coupling. The corresponding cross section for
yygutual' mutralization reproduces the experimen-
tal data" from Z, = 200 eV up to 10 keV, Fig.
2. In this energy range, the cross section de-
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FIG. I.. '2+ diabatic potential energy curves resulting
from orthogonalization of the ionic state (H++H ) to the
covalent states l. H*Q ~3) +H] . Transition regions be-
tween the modified ionic state and the covalent states
are labeled L-Z and D-N in reference to Landau-Zener-
or Demkov-Nikitin —type models, respectively (Refs. 3
and 21).

FIG. 2. Total cross sections for H +H mutual neu-
tralization. Open circles, experimental data of Peart,
Grey, and Dolder (Ref. l2b); the three data points on
the left-hand side of the figure are from Moseley,
Aberth, and Peterson (Ref. 12a). Full line, present
theoretical result. Dashed line, contribution to the
theoretical twelve-state cross section result of H(n = 2)
+H channels. In the inset is shown the detachment
cross section: full squares, measured by Hill, Geddes,
and Gilbody (Ref. 29); full line, present calculation.
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rived from the probability of populating X~ and G~
(pseudostates in the Hs-e continuum) also nicely
accounts for the experimental data on the detach-
ment process" (see Fig. 2). This result entails
an interpretation of this process as a dipole tran-
sition to the continuum under the effect of the po-
larization induced by the proton. Comparison of
the theoretical cross sections of Fig. 2 with that
of Ref. Bb shows the dramatic effects of the n = 3
and detachment channels and the role of ETF.

Despite the above success the discrepancy seen
in the neutralization cross section (Fig. 2) for
E, ~200 eV is most disturbing. In view of the
important contribution of the n = 3 channels to the
calculated cross section we have also investigated
&he effect of n =4 channels at E, = 125 eV." It
is found that these additional channels contribute
negligibly to the already discussed results, in
contradiction with the claim of Ref. 8b.

We conclude by stressing that the present work
has attacked and consistently solved several prob-
lems which were disregarded or overlooked in
previous investigations. Although they are the
most elaborate to date our calculations still can-
not fully account for the experimental data on
mutual neutralization below E, =200 eV.
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