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Comparison between Tokamak and Ohmically Heated Stellarator Plasmas
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Tokamak and Ohmically heated stellarator plasmas have been compared in the CLEO
apparatus, using gas current in the range 10-25 kA at a toroidal field of 12.7 kG. It is
found that the vacuum poloidal field due to the helical winding has a considerable influ-
ence on the containment properties. In particular, for the same current the electron en-
ergy per unit length is a factor of 2 greater in the stellarator than in the tokamak.

CLEO' is a seven-field period, l =3 toroidal
stellaretor with a major radius, Ro of 90 cm and
a minor radius, r&, of 13 cm as defined by two
circular stainless-steel limiters, fixed inside
the 28-cm bore stainless-steel vacuum vessel.
The maximum available toroidal field B~ is 20
kG, and the helical winding is designed to carry
current I, up to 120 kA turns. 25Vo of the torus
inner surface is covered by an active film of ti-
tanium before, and if necessary during, the day' s
run. The base pressure is -10 ' Torr.

A tokamak configuration can be set up in this
apparatus by not energizing the helical winding,
with equilibrium provided by a vertical field. A
vertical field is also required for stellarator op-
eration, the typical values at 20-kA externally in-
duced ohmic heating current (I,) being 70 and 30
G for tokamak and stellarator, respectively. By
using Ohmically heated hydrogen plasma with I,
in the range 5-26 kA, a comparison has been
made between stellarator and tokamak configura-
tions, most extensively at 17 kA. For the & ~ of
12.7 kG and I, of 61 kA turns used in this compar-
ison, the separatrix lies outside the limiter. The
calculated value of rotational transform for the
stellarator vacuum magnetic surface which touches
the limiter is &=0.3. The same value of + at the
plasma edge would be produced in the tokamak
mode by an equivalent current I, of 21 kA.

We have chosen to compare the tokamak with
the Ohmically heated stellarator when the plasma
edge is determined by the limiter rather than by
the separatrix in order to ensure that limiter ef-
fects (e.g. , recycling) and wall effects are as
similar as possible in the two configurations.

The diagnostics used in these experiments were
the following: (i) Current and loop voltage mea. -
surements. (ii) Position coils. When the vertical
field is optimized to produce the longest-lasting
tokamak current, these show the current channel
to be centered to + 1 cm. (iii) A single-channel
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FIG. l. Oscillograms of (a) loop volts, (b) gas cur-
rent, (c) mean electron density for (A) tokamak and
(B) stellarator at 12.7-kG toroidal field.

2-mm microwave interferometer for measure-
ment of n, over a minor diameter. (iv) Photon
scattering with a 10-J ruby laser for measure-
ment of n,, T,(&). (v) A neutral particle ana-
lyzer, using charge exchange, for measurement
of T& (vi) .A detector of the absolute intensity of
H emission, to assess recycling and estimate
~„, the average particle containment time.

Figure 1 shows oscillograms of current, loop
voltage, and n, for both tokamak and stellarator,
under conditions where the peak gas current I, is
20 kA in each case. The loop voltage is higher
for the stellarator. At peak gas current, the val-
ues are 4.0 and 6.5 V for tokamak and stellarator,
respectively. At peak current, the values of n,
for tokamak and stellarator are roughly in the ra-
tio of 1:2.

Measurements of the central value of T„T,(0),
and of n, made at peak gas current are shown as
a function of I, in Fig. 2 for both tokamak and
stellarator over the range 10-26 kA. It is seen
that in both cases n, increases linearly with cur-
rent. The behavior of T,(0) is rather different
for the stellarator. It appears to be essentially
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FIG. 2. Central value of T, and mean density n,, as a
function of peak gas current for (a) tokamak modes and

(b) stellarator modes. Also shown is the conductivity
temperature T~.

independent of gas current over the range 10-20
kA. The conductivity temperature T, evaluated
as a mean, exhibits the same behavior; it in-
creases with current up to 10 kA and then be-
comes independent of current.

Profiles of n(r) and T,(r) measured on a verti-
cal plane on one side of the geometric center have
been obtained at the peak gas current of 17 kA and
toroidal field of 12.7 kG only, for both stellarator
and tokamak. These are shown in Fig. 3.

If we infer from these the values of contained
electron energy per unit length, W, then they are
in the ratio of 2:1 for stellarator and tokamak.
This is due solely to the difference in profiles for
the two cases, since the central values are ap-
proximately the same in each case.

An approximate estimate of W(I,), obtained by
assuming that the profiles do not change with gas
current, shows that for both stellarator and toka-
mak W~I, (I, +I,), where I, =0 for tokamak and
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FIG. 4. Electron energy per unit length 8', as a func-
tion of I~(,f~+I,) for stellarator and tokamak modes.

25 kA for stellarator (a value chosen empirically,
but close to the theoretical value of 21 kA). This
scaling is predicted on the basis of pseudoclassi-
cal diffusion and is illustrated in Fig. 4. The full
line corresponds to a value of poloidal P for the
tokamak [defined as in relation (3) below] of 0.4.
These results confirm and extend those of the
Uragan I and Wendelstein IIb stellarators. "

The dependence of ion temperature on gas cur-
rent shows an Artsimovich scaling T, ~ [(I~+I,)
XB~n,]'". Again there is agreement between
stellarator and tokamak if we write I, =25 kA for
the stellarator (Fig. 5).

An overall value of the particle containment
time, V„, was inferred from the absolute H
emission. The total (time-resolved but space-
integrated) emission was measured in each of two
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FIG. 3. Radial profiles of 72, and T, for stellarator
and tokamak modes at 12.7-kG B~ and 17-kA Iz.

FIG. 5. Ion temperature as a function of [(l~ + I~)
for stellarator and tokamak modes.
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is also shown for comparison. The lack of shear
in the stellarator should be noted, in contrast to
the tokamak case.

The authors would like to thank Dr. R. J. Bick-
erton for his advice and encouragement during
this work.
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Two beams of waves of finite diameters intersecting within a magnetized plasma emit
a secondary beam of waves, provided a resonance condition is satisfied. The field of
the secondary beam and the total power emitted are determined for arbitary directions
and polarizations of the incident beams. This process could be used as a means of time-
and space-resolved diagnostics since it yields two relations between the density, the tem-
peratures, and the magnetic field. Explicit formulas are given for the case of two beams
in the ordinary mode producing a lower hybrid wave.

When two beams of radiation, with ~,. and k, , j
=1, 2, intersect within a plasma, they generate
in the interaction volume a second-order polari-
zation which emits a new wave, provided that ~,
= ~, + ~, and k, = k, & k, satisfy the dispersion re-
lation b, (~„k,) =0 of this wave. In this case,
power is transferred from the primary beams to
the new beam according to the Manley-Rowe' re-
lations

5P, +5P2 =Po,

g Py 5P2 PQ
(d l 4)2 Q)0

(assuming v, & ~, &0). This process can in prin-
ciple be used as the basis of a new method of
plasma diagnostics. In order to implement this
method one of the incident beams should be fre-
quency-modulated over a range that covers the
resonance A(&u„k, ) =0. The emerging beams
will then be amplitude-modulated, allowing syn-

chronous detection. Thus one determines ~, and

k, which satisfy 6 =0, which establishes a first
relation between the density, the temperatures,
and the magnetic field within the small volume
defined by the intersection of the primary beams.
The theory also gives explicitly the power Po in
the form

Po ——M( p, )P,P~/P *,
where M(p) is a resonance factor, taking its
maximum when the mismatch p. vanishes. Thus
the measurement of the amplitude modulation
(that is, of 5P) of one of the emerging beams
yields a second relation among the plasma pa-
rameters.

The characteristic power P~ gives a measure
of the minimum power required to observe this
process. Let (5P,/P, ),„be the smallest detect-
able modulation, then one must have
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