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The resistivity of nearly stoichiometric iron oxide was measured in the temperature
range 78<T =< 300°K. The temperature derivative of the resistivity, dp/dT , in the vicini~-
ty of the critical temperature, T,, was found to be proportional to € ~%4, where ¢ =T
- T.)/T.l. The results are explained by incorporating a normalized Ornstein-Zernike
correlation function into the de Gennes—Friedel formula for critical scattering.

In the last few years there has been an increas-
ing activity in the study of transport properties
in the vicinity of critical points in systems that
undergo second-order phase transitions.!’? In
particular resistivity anomalies associated with
critical phenomena were observed experimental-
1y'™® and examined theoretically.®™® It was found
that for some ferromagnetic and antiferromag-
netic metals the resistivity anomaly can be char-
acterized by the singular behavior of the temper-
ature derivative of the resistivity, dp/dT, which
in the vicinity of T, is described by the critical
exponents A and A”.'° Unlike these systems, no
critical exponents were derived from experiments
in antiferromagnetic semiconductors (AS) and
the singular behavior of dp/d T has not been ex-
amined theoretically for these materials.

Here we report the experimental results ob-
tained in nearly stoichiometric Fe,O where 0.99
<x<1.00. To explain the results we suggest a
normalized Ornstein-Zernike (OZ) correlation
function where the normalization is based on the
spin-correlation sum rule.

The present measurements were carried out on
sintered bars of nearly stoichiometric Fe, O.
Previous transport measurements that were car-
ried out on the nonstoichiometric (x < 0.95) ma-
terials did not show a resistivity anomaly.*! How-
ever, in view of the gradual smearing out of the
specific-heat peak'® when x decreases from 1.00,
it was hoped that for x approaching this value the
critical behavior might be sampled by the resis-
tivity as it is in similar materials.’®* Recently
it was shown that by proper quenching a nearly
stoichiometric compound can be prepared.'* A
similar method was followed here; its descrip-
tion as well as the magnetic properties of the re-
sulting compound will be presented elsewhere.®
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The lattice constant of the material was found to
be a,=4.326 A. Using the known relation'* be-
tween g, and x in Fe O, we established that 0.99
<x<1.00. The bars used for the measurements
were 8xX2x1 mm?® Four contacts were made by
soldering indium after wetting the proper areas
with indium amalgam. The resistivity was mea-
sured using a standard four-probe technique and
the temperature was monitored by a copper-Con-
stantan thermocouple. The voltage between the
two voltage probes versus the thermocouple volt-
age was displayed on a recorder. The measure-
ments were carried out in the temperature range
78 < T<300°K. Below 165°K the resistivity has
an exponential temperature dependence with an
activation energy of 0.09 eV. The continuously
recorded resistivity in the temperature range
from 165 to 215°K is shown in Fig. 1 by the curve
p;. Below 185 and above 189°K the resistivity de-
creases with increasing 7, while between these
temperatures the resistivity increases with 7.
This anomaly must be due to an intrinsic effect
since changes such as in the dimensions of the
sample at the critical region will cause an effect
that is 2 orders of magnitude smaller than the
observed one.'® In Fig. 1 we have also included
the curve p,(7)=p, exp(0.09/% ,T) which repre-
sents the expected temperature dependence of
the resistivity if no critical phenomena were
present. Here k; is Boltzmann’s constant and
Po = p,(160°K) exp(—0.09 /160k 5).'¢

To compare the results shown in Fig. 1 with
theory it is useful to examine the quantity P=(p,
-p,)/p,. If we assume that the observed anomaly
is only due to critical scattering,'” then P=1,/7,,
where 7, is the mean free time due to all the
scattering processes apart from critical scatter-
ing. It is assumed hereafter that in the critical
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FIG. 1. Recorder trace of the resistivity dependence
on temperature of nearly stoichiometric Fe O (curve
py and the expected dependence in the absence of criti-
cal phenomena (curve p,).

region 7, can be considered to be temperature
independent.

Since the critical scattering is characterized®?®
by d(1/7,)/dT we have differentiated P with re-
spect to temperature. It was found that dP/dT is
positive for the temperature range shown in
Fig. 1, and that the maximum of dP/dT is at
187.5°K. This temperature was identified as 7.
The results both above and below T, are shown
on a log-log scale in Fig. 2. The obtained linear
dependence is in accordance with a power-law be -
havior. The values of the critical exponents de-
rived from the slopes of the straight lines are
0.4 +0.1 for both x and A’. The experimental val-
ues should be considered reliable since the linear
behavior of logP extends over 2 orders of magni-
tude of € and down to €=10"2 (this criterion was
suggested by Kadanoff ef ql.'?).'°

The description of the spin fluctuations by a
normalized OZ -type correlation function offers
a plausible explanation of the observed power-
law dependence and the observed sign of the dif-
ferential resistivity. Let us consider a two-sub-
lattice AS with a reciprocal -magnetic-lattice
vector Q. In the first-order perturbation and
within the elastic approximation the mean free
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FIG. 2. Log-log plot of the temperature derivative
of (p;—py)/py as a function of the reduced temperature
€. The critical temperature T, is the temperature for
which the derivative has its maximum value,

time 7, for scattering of carriers by the ion
spins in an AS can be written as

1/7-1;=(ﬂ/2ﬁ)N(Ek)QJ2XAF(O); (1)

where E ,=#%k*/2m is the kinetic energy of the
carrier. Here k is the carrier wave vector and
m its effective mass. N(E,) is the density of
states for a given carrier spin, € is the volume
per ion spin, J is the exchange coupling constant
between the carrier and the ion, and ¥ z¢(q) is
the Fourier transform of the static spin-spin cor-
relation function® of the antiferromagnet. Equa-
tion (1) is the de Gennes—Friedel equation® when
one considers the fact that g <2k «@ for a semi-
conductor and that for an antiferromagnet x ,¢(q)
is a slowly varying function® of ¢ (for g «<Q).
However,?! x ,¢(d -@) = x(§) is the correlation
function of the same magnetic lattice, but with
an exchange coupling constant —-J. Hence,

(1/7,) = (n/20)N(E ) QJ *x Q). (2)

In the Ornstein-Zernike approximation'®:? y .(§)
is given by

xr% (@)= [S(S+1) /72 (k2+¢%)], (3)

where 1/k=7€7? is the correlation length, 7, is
a constant that depends on the magnetic struc-
ture,® and v=%. It is known® that x;°%(q) de~-
scribes well the asymptotic behavior of x «(d) for
q < k. Outside this region the behavior of x(q)
can be assessed by using the sum rule [;,x(d)dq®
=S5(S+1) - (S)* where the integral extends over
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the Brillouin zone (BZ). This sum rule is a con-
sequence of the definition® of x;(d). We then ap-
proximate y(§) by a normalized x; °%(g) which,
near the critical point, is given by

xe¥(@)=2m[S(S+1) - SP]/
QA - (n/2)k](K* + g). (4)

xrY(g) was derived using Eq. (3), the above sum
rule, and approximating the Brillouin zone by a
sphere of radius A which has the same volume
as that of the BZ.

Using x¥(@) rather than x;(Q) in Eq. (2), tak-
ing the derivative of 1/7, with respect to tem-
perature and keeping only the terms that diverge
at 7=T,, we get

d(1/7,)/dT=A€"" for T>T, (5)
and
d(1/7,)/dT=Be**' — A" for T<T,, (6)

where A = [7*1nkJ*S(S+1)v] (4mT,E ,E ,7,) and

B=(2SA7,A)/[n(S+1)]. The term B! arises

from the sublattice magnetization!®?? (S). For

T<T,, (S)=Se® with g=%, while for 7>T,, ()
=0.

The effect of the other interactions of the car-
rier with the lattice (phonons, impurities, de-
fects) on 7,, which would arise from higher-
order perturbations, can be accounted for phe-
nomenologically® by replacing k by «+ 1/l in
XxrM(q), where [ is the carrier mean free path in
the absence of critical phenomena. Using this
procedure it is found that 4 and B in Eqs. (5) and
(6) have to be multiplied by {1 + (7/A)[1 —(4/2?)
X(A/Q)?]} and [1+(n/2AD)], respectively. We
have neglected here terms of higher order than
(AD L.

The divergence given by Eqgs. (5) and (6) is in
accord with the above experimental results both
below and above T,. Further, above T, the posi-
tive sign of dP/dT is in accordance with Eq. (5).
Below T,, the experimental positive sign of dP/
dT indicates that in our case the positive term
arising from the sublattice magnetization domi-
nates. Thus, both above and below 7, the re-
sistivity anomaly can be interpreted in terms of
the present model.

In conclusion, we found that the normalized OZ
correlation function x%¢q) leads to a good de-
scription of the resistivity anomaly of nearly
stoichiometric Fe, O in the temperature range
10712 e€210"%. The present work indicates that
xr¥(g) can be a useful extension of x:%%(q) to q
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regions where the unnormalized function is not
applicable.
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