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Time-resolved and time-integrated measurements of the energy, spectra, and other
characteristics of the backscattered laser radiation from a laser-produced plasma are
presented., Theoretical comparison shows that most of these measurements are consis-
tent with the stimulated-Brillouin-backscattering instability.

The mechanisms responsible for absorption
and reflection of laser energy in plasma are of
prime importance and concern in laser fusion.
The reflection of laser energy by the irradiated
target represents a potentially important energy
loss to the system in addition to possibly damag-
ing the laser. A number of experimental' 7 and
theoretical® ™! studies of laser backscatter indi-
cate that an appreciable amount of energy is re-
flected back from the target with a modified spec-
trum. In this Letter we describe experiments
which include both time-integrated and time-re-
solved energy and spectral measurements, and
compare these results with stimulated-Brillouin-
backscattering predictions.

The experimental setup used in these studies
consists of a neodymium:glass laser beam (1,
=1.064 1um) focused with either an /14 or an f/
1.9 lens onto a slab target in an evacuated cham-
ber.* The pulse duration used is either 900, 250,
or 50 psec full width at half-maximum energy
with energy <100 J. A prepulse identical in
shape to the main pulse with approximately 5%
of the pulse energy is usually applied 700 psec
ahead of the main pulse. For the main pulse the
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irradiance at the focal spot is in the range /<5
x10'® W/cm?. Calorimeters independently moni-
tor the incident energy and the energy reflected
back through the lens.

A semiquantitative measurement of the angular
distribution of the scattered 1.06-um laser light
at solid angles other than back through the focus -
ing lens was performed.'? By rotating the target,
we determine that the intensity of this scattered
radiation peaks at the specular-reflection angle
from the target, has an angular extent of about
+40° and has a total energy content of 5-10% of
the incident laser energy. The specularly reflec-
ted energy per solid angle is typically small com-
pared to the direct backscattered energy. Howev-
er, the total energies scattered outside and in-
side the solid angle subtended by the f/14 lens
(+ 2°) are comparable. The fact that we indepen-
dently detect specular reflection allows us to con-
clude that the much more intense light which is
directly backscattered through the lens is the re-
sult of some anomalous process. Henceforth we
will discuss only the 1.06-um radiation backscat-
tered through the lens solid angle.

It was verified that the backscattered light is
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FIG, 1. Laser energy backscattered through the fo-
cusing lens near 1,06 um versus incident energy for
(a) deuterated polyethylene and aluminum slab targets,
with an f/14 focusing lens and 900-psec (full width at
half-maximum) laser pulses, and (b) deuterated poly-
ethylene and copper slab targets, with an f/1.9 focus-
ing lens and 900-psec (full width at half-maximum) la-
ser pulses. In this plot the specular-reflection contri-
bution (1% of the incident energy) is subtracted from
the back-reflected energy.

almost completely polarized in the same plane
as the incident laser beam, and that the optic
rays of the backscattered radiation retraced the
optic rays of the incident beam to a very high de-
gree.?

Another property of the integrated backscat-
tered radiation at 1.06 um is that its total energy
increases exponentially with incident laser ener-
gy up to a “saturation level” as shown in Fig. 1.
A saturation occurs in the case of the /14 lens,
at approximately 10 J incident energy (~10'* W/
cm?®) at which point ~5% of the energy is directly
backscattered. The large scatter in the data is
shot-to-shot reproducibility, not diagnostic un-
certainty. The “saturation” of the energy back-
scattered through the lens may not imply a satu-
ration of the fotal scattered radiation since con-
siderable energy is scattered outside the sam-
pled solid angle. An almost exponential depen-
dence of the backscattered laser light upon inci-
dent energy is also found with the 7/1.9 lens [Fig.
1(b)]. The behavior of the back-reflected energy
has little sensitivity to the target material. How-
ever, no saturation is observed within the ener-
gy range covered with the /1.9 lens. The ex-
planation for the different behavior of the /1.9
and /14 lenses has not been uniquely determined
as yet, although the f/1.9 aspheric lens produces

a smaller focal spot diameter (~30 um) than the
f/14 plano-convex lens (~100 um) and causes a
more convergent optical path.

The exponential increase of reflected energy
with incident power is characteristic of the linear
behavior of stimulated Brillouin backscattering
if the power is such that the system is above the
inhomogeneous threshold. This instability is con-
sistent with the polarization and ray-retracing
measurements. The amplification factor for pow-
er of this instability® is

P, = exp(21y*L?/cv,), (1)

where y is the instability growth rate near thresh-
old given by y® = (w,,2/8)(ves/v;,)%(v/c), L is the
spatial extent for phase coherence, and ¢, v, v,
and v, are the speed of light, ion acoustic speed,
electron thermal speed, and peak electron quiver
speed in the laser field, respectively. With the
assumption that the underdense plasma is iso-
thermal, the phase coherence length L is given by

2
2v; Wy

_Z:k. -—
L Hp=vg)L, (02=wpAL,l’

(2)

where k; is the incident laser wave number, L,
and L, are, respectively, the plasma density and
flow velocity gradient scale lengths, and v; is the
plasma flow velocity. For a typical temperature
of 700 eV,* and assuming interaction near one-
fourth the critical density, we find that Eq. (1)
gives a good fit to the exponential portion of Fig.
1(a) if we take L=4 um. A density gradient scale
length of 30 um, a velocity gradient scale length
of 200 um, and an initial fluid velocity of one-
fourth the sound speed give approximately this
value. The comparable number obtained for the
f/1.9 data, adjusted for specular reflection and
laser irradiance at the interaction region, is L
~2.7 um,

The light reflected from the target directly
back through the lens is intercepted by a pellicle
beam splitter placed near the laser ~34 m from
the target. A portion of this light is focused,
with a cylindrical lens, onto the slit of a 2-m
spectrograph. Time-integrated spectra from a
single shot have been recorded using Kodak I-Z
plates. Alternately, for time-resolved studies
an EPL streak camera (1,~ 6 psec) with an S-1
photocathode is used. The spectrometer is mod-
ified by masking the grating to reduce the instru-
mental temporal dispersion to a near time-band-
width~limited 20 psec (Ax=0.8 A). Spectra of
the backscattered light time integrated over the
laser shot showed many characteristics similar
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FIG. 2. (a) Shift of backscatter time-integrated spec-
‘tra towards the red for an increasing angle 6 between
the target normal and laser direction., Time-resolved
backscatter spectra for (b) a copper target, f/14 lens,
8.6-J, 900-psec laser pulse with 100 psec temporal
resolution, and (c) a deuterated polyethylene target,
f/14 lens, 16-J, 250-psec laser pulse with 20 psec
temporal resolution, (d) Densitometer tracing of (c)
along the time axis through the center of the spectrum.
Traces have not been corrected for film exposure ver-
sus density curve and are saturated at the peaks,

to those obtained by other groups.?:3' Briefly,
the spectra were broadened by 10-50 A with cen-
troids shifted from the incident wavelength (often
to the blue) by up to 10 A. It was found in our ex-
periment, however, that as the target is rotated
away from normal incidence to the laser bean
the spectrum shifts toward the red. This is
shown in Fig. 2(a). The magnitude of these spec-
tral shifts with target angle are numerically con-
sistent with a superimposed Doppler blue shift,
due to plasma motion normal to the target sur-
face ((y)=4x10" cm/sec), and a red shift due to
ion acoustic waves propagating into the target
(Af=T7x10'" Hz). The time-integrated spectra
often shows a linelike structure.

The time-resolved spectra of the backscattered
radiation, such as those shown in Figs. 2(b) and
2(c), show that the spectrum may evolve consid-
erably during the laser pulse, and, therefore,
correct conclusions based solely upon time-in-
tegrated spectra appear fortuitious. The slab
geometry target is normal to the incident beam
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in each case. A small portion of the incident-
beam spectrum is monitored and it is usually
found to be roughly Gaussian in time and mono-
chromatic to within 1 A. The backscatter spec-
tra have varying characteristics; however, they
share an initial red shift, a time-dependent spread
in wavelength, a very fast rise time, and complex
structure in time and wavelength. After onset the
reflected energy appears distributed for the dura-
tion of the laser pulse and exhibits the laser-
pulse fall time. A question arises as to why

there is no cutoff threshold for instability. Both
the velocity and density scale lengths increase
with time in the laser-produced plasma and there-
fore the threshold for Brillouin backscattering
would be reduced at the end of the pulse. When
the incident beam is time modulated (caused by,
for example, self-phase modulation) the back-
reflected spectrum is similarly modulated.

There is also a tendency for the centroid of the
spectra to shift increasingly to the blue with time.
This is especially evident in Fig. 2(b) which ex-
hibits a blue shift linear in time. This blue shift
could occur as a result of a constant acceleration
of the interaction region toward the laser for the
duration of the shot. This is consistent with the
effect of target rotation upon time-integrated
spectra noted earlier. It is likely that the initial
spectral red shift is due to a stimulated process
such as Brillouin scattering rather than a Dop-
pler shift since the interaction region would not
have an initial net velocity away from the laser.
The magnitude of the initial red shifts from the
incident laser line (2-10 A) correspond to ion
acoustic wave frequencies, i.e., from 2 to 10%
of the ion acoustic frequency at the critical sur-
face. With the assumption that the usual disper-
sion relations for the incident and reflected elec-
tromagnetic waves (w; ,*>=w,,”+k; ,°c?) and ion
acoustic waves [w;,=(v,—v))k;,], and the back-
scatter matching relations k,=-k,;=- 3&,,,
w;=w,+w;,, hold in the interaction region, the
spectral measurements lead to estimates that the
interaction region is between 0.1 and 0.9 of the
critical density and is typically near 0.25 of the
critical density.'?

The rapid rise time of the backscattered radia-
tion and the existence of an intensity threshold is
demonstrated in Fig. 2(d). Figure 2(d) is a den-
sitometer tracing along the time axis through the
center at the spectrum of Fig. 2(c) which shows
that the rise time of the backscattering onset,
due to both the laser prepulse and main pulse,
is less than the resolution of the spectrometer
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(~ 20 psec). When the backscattered radiation is
streaked directly without going through the spec-
trometer the rise time still appears instrument
limited (~6 psec). The dynamic range of the
camera and film is sufficient to characterize
these rise times. The broad spectrum at the on-
set of the backscatter spectrum in Fig. 2(c), if a
result of a time-bandwidth—limited effect (AwAT
= L7 half width at half-maximum), would corre-
spond to a rise time of about 1 psec. This 1 psec
rise time is consistent with the calculated growth
rate for Brillouin backscattering of y = 102 sec™
near the threshold power observed of approxi-
mately 10> W/cm?. This threshold value is that
predicted by the theory® within experimental er-
ror. The threshold and intensity of backscattered
radiation appears insensitive to the presence of
a prepulse for all laser pulse durations used.

Another aspect of the backscattered spectra
that is intriguing, but not yet satisfactorily ex-
plained, is the occasional appearance of line
structure as in Fig. 2(b). These lines are rather
closely spaced (~2 fk) and may represent multi-
ple Brillouin backscattering. However, it is dif-
ficult to satisfy all the matching conditions ex-
cept very close to the critical surface [(~0.96—
0.98)n,].

The bulk of our experimental evidence supports
the hypothesis that stimulated Brillouin backscat-
tering is responsible for most of the energy di-
rectly backscattered. Specular reflection ac-
counts for 5-10% of the incident energy but is
reduced in intensity with respect to the direct
backscattered radiation by a large factor. An ex-
panded study of laser light scattering will be pub-
lished elsewhere.
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FIG. 2. (a) Shift of backscatter time-integrated spec-
tra towards the red for an increasing angle 6 between
the target normal and laser direction, Time-resolved
backscatter spectra for (b) a copper target, f/14 lens,
8.6-J, 900-psec laser pulse with 100 psec temporal
resolution, and (c¢) a deuterated polyethylene target,
f/14 lens, 16-J, 250-psec laser pulse with 20 psec
temporal resolution, (d) Densitometer tracing of (c)
along the time axis through the center of the spectrum.
Traces have not been corrected for film exposure ver-
sus density curve and are saturated at the peaks.



