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drive the oscillation, and this threshold density
increases with increasing temperature. At fixed
beam density the instability will become convec-
tive when the plasma is made effectively warmer,
since the given density will become smaller than
the threshold value. The experimental results
are thus due to the changes in threshold beam
density in response to changes in the thermal pa-
rameters. In Figs. 1 and 2 v, /V is changed, and
in Fig. 3 the threshold increases as h~v, /m, in-
creases and also as ~ approaches neo„where
v -neo, = 0.

In this experiment the plasma can be made ef-
fectively warm enough so that we have convective
instability at the maximum attainable beam den-
sity (&us'/&u„'= 10 '). In terms of thermal pa-
rameters this occurs when h v, /&u, &0.1 and p/
v, &10.

From this work we conclude that plasma ther-
mal effects must be considered in the analysis of
II-wave experiments, since either convective or
absolute instability may be present. We have
examined experiments on the H wave by other
workers, and conclude that the observed waves
were absolute instabilities"" except for the
work of Mizuno and Tanaka. ' There the cold-

plasma dispersion relation was erroneously used
to describe a convective instability.
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The growth of an. ion acoustic instability caused by a slow electron drift is studied ex-
perimentally. A small-amplitude test wave in this unstable system develops into a large-
amplitude steady state which is found to be a Bernstein-Greene-Kruskal-like ion mode
with trapped electrons.

We wish to report experimental observations
of the spatial growth of ion acoustic waves in
the presence of a slow electron drift. ' The final
state of the wave, which does not decay spatial-
ly, together with the measured distribution func-
tion, appear to be consistent with Bernstein-
Greene-Kruskal (BGK) modes' with trapped elec-
trons. Although theoretically predicted, ' such
modes have not been observed experimentally.
The temporal or spatial evolution of such BGK
modes have not been studied extensively either,
presumably because of a lack of experimental
evidence.

In our experiments we have chosen experimen-

tal parameters (density, temperature, and neu-
tral pressures) such that electrons can execute
many bounces in the ion acoustic wave potential
well within a collisional time. For either ions
trapped in ion waves' or electrons trapped in
electron waves, "the bounce time of the trapped
particles is usually slower than the wave per-
iod and it is difficult to observe experimentally
steady-state or quasi-steady-state behavior.
However, the large electron-to-ion temperature
ratio (T,/T; =15) and the high phase velocity of
the ion acoustic wave favor the trapping of elec-
trons rather than ions in our experiment. In
order to facilitate the identification of trapped
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electrons we have chosen to look at the change
of the positive slope in the initial electron dis-
tribution function as the growth of ion acoustic
waves takes place. The slow electron drift ve-
locity also enables the ion acoustic wave to grow
from an excitation sufficiently small so that oth-
er complicating effects are avoided. This proce-
dure is to be contrasted with the usual approach
of exciting a large-amplitude wave by a large
source voltage and the subsequent examination
of trapping near the source. This latter method
can produce pseudowaves and ballistic effects
which may complicate the subsequent interpre-
tations.

The experimental arr angement is the Univer-
sity of California, I os Angeles, double plasma
device, modified to reduce axial density gradi-
ents, in which an electron drift is generated by
biasing one plasma chamber positive with re-
spect to another. This technique produces a
slow electron drift [~ = 0.25a„where a, is the
electron thermal speed, i.e. , a, = (2~T,/m)' ],
throughout a large diameter (30 cm) in a, plasma
of equally large diameter. The experimental re-
sults can therefore be directly compared with
theories for homogeneous plasmas. Our oper-
ating conditions are 10' «n, & 10' cm ', ~T, = 2 eV,
T,/T; =15. At the operating pressure of 0.2 to
0.4 pm in argon the mean free paths for electron-
neutral collisions and electron-ion collisions are
greater than the plasma dimensions. There is,
however, a small density gradient no '&n, /&x
= 0.01 cm ' in the axial direction, the same di-
rection as the drift velocity. Movable axial pla-
nar probes are used to monitor the growth of the
ion acoustic waves which start either from ther-
mal noise level or from a small test signal ap-
plied to one of the hvo separation grids of the
double plasma device. Electron distribution func-
tions are simultaneously measured by differen-
tiating the probe current characteristics with re-
spect to the probe voltage.

When the bias between. the two chambers is ad-
justed to give an electron drift such that the pos-
itive slope of the electron distribution function
coincides with the phase velocity of an ion acous-
tic wave, a noise spectrum which peaks at ~u/&u~;

= 0. 5 with a width 4&v/&u~, =0.15 between 3-dB
points is observed ((u&; is the ion plasma fre-
quency). This unstable spectrum was identified
as that of ion acoustic waves through the mea-
surements of the wave dispersion (Fig. 1) for
small wave amplitudes n, /n, =0.01. Two methods
of measurements are used. The first method in-
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FIG. 1. Linear dispersion of unstable ion acoustic
waves in the presence of a slow electron drift. Solid
lines are theoretical dispersion relations including ion-
neutral collisions. Plasma conditions: tcTe = 2 eV, T~/
T —15 n —10 cm and p ~6~ 30 sec

volves spatial correlation measurements at a
particular frequency, using two sharply tuned
filters and two probes whose separation can be
continuously varied. The second method re-
quires the excitation of a small test wave (exci-
tation voltage-5 mV, w'hich is about the same
level as the background noise) whose spatial
growth and phase change can be compared with
a mell-defined reference. The linear growth rate
0;/0„ is compared with the numerical solutions
of the linear dispersion relation of ion acoustic
waves. ' The dispersion relation in the presence
of an electron drift u including collisionals with
neutrals' is

2k G0 k u +$&gag ~T & +

where Z' is the derivative of the plasma disper-
sion function, ' k, = 42&v~, /a, is the electron Debye
wave number, a; is the ion thermal speed, and

v,„and v;„are the electron-neutral collision
frequency and ion-neutral collision frequency,
respectively. At the operating pressure (v,„=2
&&10' sec ', v;„=6&&10' sec ') the ion-neutral col-
lisions account for the dominant reduction of the
collisionless growth rate. The real part of the
wave dispersion is seen to follow closely the ion
acoustic branch in Fig. &. Note from Fig. & that
the electron drift and the small collisional effect
favors the growth over only a limited frequency
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sampled at the peaks and troughs of the ion wave
yields a measure of the density fluctuation.

In summary we have measured for the first
time (1) the linear spatial growth rate of ion
acoustic waves in the presence of a slow elec-
tron drift, (2) a constant saturated state of the
ion acoustic wave which resembles a BGK mode,
and (3) the development of a trapped-electron
distribution function.

We wish to acknowledge useful discussions with
Dr. N. Albright, Dr. G. Schmidt, and Dr. S. Ham-
berger.
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FIG. B. Observable trapping region ~, which is the
extent of the flat region near the top of the electron dis-
tribution, versus the maximum wave amplitude &0.

The plasma potential is determined by an emis-
sive probe method and corresponds to the probe
bias voltage at which a large emission of elec-
trons by a heated probe is observed. "

The large-amplitude ion acoustic wave is ex-
pected to create the observed flattened electron
distribution function in the trapping region from
the initial distribution. " To check whether the
experimentally observed state is consistent with
the BGK theory we performed the self-consistent
calculations as outlined by BGK.' The results
indicate that the observed trapped-electron dis-
tribution which is independent of energy in the
trapping region, E &ep„ is self-consistent with
the observed ion wave and does constitute an ac-
ceptable BGK solution. Furthermore, for ego/
KT, =0.1, the theoretically required trapped-
electron density, n', agrees with the measured
value n' = 0.2no within the experimental accuracy.
Details of this calculation will be published else-
where.

The extent of the flattened portion of f(E) is
directly proportional to the maximum potential
p, of the ion acoustic wave (as shown in Fig. 3).
This is expected from the criterion of trapping,
i.e. , particles whose energy E &ego may become
trapped in the ion waves. The difference between
the areas under the two distribution functions
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