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Solution of (9) for large A yields c = 2~2' ', while
o, =A' '. A plot of 0, o„and the numerical re-
sults for case II, given in Fig. 3, shows that 0
slightly underestimates the observed conductivi-
ty, by a greater amount than in case I. The data
points for large A. fall roughly on a straight line
in this log-log plot, with a slope closer to 3 than

1to ~.
The logarithmic distribution of case II arises

in a description of ionic transport by thermal ac-
tivation across barriers whose heights are dis-
tributed uniformly over a range + &F. about some
average E,. In this case, we can factor out the
average conductance, o', (T) o-exp(-E, /kT), and
identify inA = DE/kT, c /co(T) = & exp(+DE/3kT),
and cr,/oo(T) ~exp(+ AE/2kT) for low T. The ef-
fective activation energy &E/3, given by the ef-
fective-medium theory, is in agreement with the
calculated results of Fig. 3, while the prefactor

is too low by about 25%. The critical-path anal-
ysis gives too large an effective activation ener-
gy, and no information about the prefactor. We
conclude that the changes with T in the composi-
tion of the critical paths and the varying impor-
tance of currents along noncritical paths are suf-
ficiently great that v, (T) alone does not provide a
quantitative description of the conductivity, at
least for this simple example.

Discussions with D. J. Thouless, Morrel Co-
hen, and Vinay Ambegaokar are gratefully ac-
knowledged.
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It is shown that, in the cubic phase, the doubly degenerate I'&2 mode is the only long-
wavelength optical mode which is temperature dependent in the harmonic approximation.
However, it does not become unstable on cooling because it mould drive a shear acoustic
mode unstable first. The elastic constants are calculated by the method of 1ong waves.
Only Cgg -C)2 is temperature dependent. Its calculated values for Nb3Sn are in fair
agreement with experiment.

I have developed a method for the first-princi-
ples calculation of phonon frequencies in the in-
termetallic compounds of P-W structure in the
harmonic approximation. I have examined the
temperature dependence, in the cubic phase, of

the long-wavelength optical modes and of the elas-
tic constants, from which can be deduced some
knowledge of the existence and the nature of the
martensitic transformation in these compounds.

To calculate the electronic polarization which
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modifies the ion-ion interaction, ' we start with a
model of the band structure of an unperturbed
crystal A,B, where the s and p electrons from
elements A. and 8 are treated as nearly free and
where the d electrons from the transition ele-
ment A. are treated in the tight-binding approxi-
mation. ' The width of a d band is entirely due to
the overlap of nearest neighbors in the same
chain of A atoms. The Fermi level is near the
top or bottom of one set of these d bands. The
resultant high density of states has been used to
interpret the unusual temperature dependence of
the electronic and related properties. For sim-
plicity, we neglect the other d bands. The d-
electron wave function is taken to be the m = o
component with the radial part given in Slater
form.

The electronic polarization is calculated in the
random-phase approximation. We improve it a
little by removing from the polarization the term
which corresponds to two d electrons of the same
spin residing on the same atom. The polarization
due to d electrons is of separable form, and the
inversion of the dielectric function, including
also the s-electron screening, is easily carried
out. ' By the method of Ref. 1 we obtain the dy-
namical matrix. Further details will be given in
a separate article.

We examine the phonon modes at q = 0 in the
adiabatic approximation here. The d-electron
contribution to the dynamical matrix covers only
the elements 4 „„(1,2), C „,(I, 3), 4„„(1,1), and
others which can be obtained from these by sym-
metry operations. The atoms are numbered as
shown in Fig. I. The nonzero force constant be-
tween A atoms of the same chain, e.g. , (1, 2), is
an obvious consequence of the tight-binding mod-
el. We also have a nonvanishing d-electron con-
tribution to the force constant between A atoms
in different chains, e.g. , (1, 3), because we have
included the electric forces of all electrons and
ions.

It follows that of all the optical modes at q=0,
only the twofold degenerate branch' I"» depends
on the d bands. Hence, I'» is the only mode
which is temperature dependent in the harmonic
approximation. We conclude that the low-temper-
ature structural transition in these compounds
A.,B is not of the ferroelectric type."Klein and
Birman' have found that the I » and I» modes
can go soft. We believe that their use of the di-
agonal dielectric tensor gives incorrect d-elec-
tron contributions. I'» and I'» modes involve
rigid displacements of the A-atom chains, which

2~
~ ~

I

70

FIG. l. Arrangements of the atoms of Nb3Sn in a
unit cell. Closed circles, Nb atoms; open circles, Sn
atoms. The arrows indicate the motion of the atoms in
one of the two optical modes of symmetry I ~2.

cannot excite d-electrons in the tight-binding
model used here. I'» modes involve atoms in the
same chain moving against each other (see Fig.
1), which can excite d electrons.

The elastic constants are obtained by the meth-
od of long waves. ' One of the shear moduli is
given by

—,'(c„-c„)= I'+ ew/(I —eu)

—3[&+ex/(I —eu)]'~ '(r„) (1).
To obtain the frequency for small q, one expands
the dynamical matrix in powers of q. The term
of the order q' gives the first two terms on the
right. F denotes the contribution from the ion-
ion interaction screened by s electrons. The sec-
ond term comes from d electrons. 0 is a polari-
zation term at zero wave vector and frequency.
5' measures the d-electron-ion interaction
(screened by the s electrons). U is the d-d
screening of the shear mode. The term of order
q in the dynamical matrix when included to sec-
ond order gives the last term on the right of Eq.
(1).

A long-wavelength shear wave produces a move-
ment of some sublattices against the others. By
symmetry, it turns out that the C» —C» shear is
coupled to the sublattice motion corresponding to
the I"» optical mode. The contribution of this mo-
tion to the shear modulus is the last term on the
right of Eq. (1). In their calculation of the elastic
constants of V,Si from the free energy, Barisid'
and Labbg' did not include this term (nor U).
This term shows that even the only temperature-
dependent optical mode I'» cannot become un-
stable because the shear modulus will vanish
when a'(r») is sufficiently small. We conclude
that no optical modes become unstable in the mar-
tensitic transformation of Nb, Sn-type compounds.
This was confirmed recently by the neutron-scat-
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FIG. 3. Dashed curves, measured shear modulus C~i-C&2 versus Eo(T) with 'I'F indicated. Solid curves, calcu-
lated shear modulus: curve a, NO=3 states per eV atom; curve 5, No=5. 6 states eV atom. The temperature scale
shown on top corresponds to I'F =70 K.
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