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mel’nitsyn,’® who suggested that a similar effect
could possibly occur in a toroidal system if the
plasma were nonuniform.

The authors are most grateful to V. N. Tsyto-
vich for valuable discussions.
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NEW RELAXATION EFFECT IN THE SOUND ATTENUATION IN LIQUID “He UNDER PRESSURE*

Pat R. Roach, J. B. Ketterson, and M, Kuchnir
Avgonne National Labovatory, Avgonne, Illinois 60439
(Received 24 August 1970)

Observation of the first-sound attenuation in liquid ‘He under pressure has revealed a
new relaxation mechanism which is not predicted by any present theory.

In previous work we have shown that certain
aspects of the theory of sound attenuation in lig-
uid “He are not in agreement with experiment at
very low temperature.’ In the collisionless re-
gime (w7,,> 1, where 7,, is the wide-angle pho-
non-phonon relaxation time) the calculated atten-
uation due to a three-phonon process is given by?

-1 w1)® ky®
60 p 7S

x[tan~!(2wT,,)~tan " (3vp %wT,,)], (1)

a(w, T) wT*?

where p and ¢ are the density and sound velocity,
respectively, and #=(p/c)dc/3p. The dispersion
constant, 9, usually thought to be positive, is de-

1002

fined through the relation € =cp(1-yp?), where €
and p are the energy and momentum, respective-
ly, of an elementary excitation and p=3k;7/c is
the average thermal phonon momentum. The
measured attenuation was always found to be
greater than that predicted by Eq. (1). A recent
precise determination of # has eliminated the
possibility that an uncertainty in that parameter
might account for the discrepancy.® The change
of the sound velocity with temperature also dis-
agreed with theory although in this case the mea-
sured change was smaller than the predicted
value.? Moreover, this change was observed to
be smaller at higher frequencies, i.e., opposite
to that predicted by theory.? The calculation of
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the velocity shift has been extended recently® and
is now in better agreement; however, the fre-
quency effects still remain at variance with ex-
periment.

It has recently been pointed out® that a negative
value of ¥ would lead to twice the attenuation in
the limit [3yp2w7|> 1 (rather than to zero atten-
uation as would be the case for positive 7). Re-
cent inelastic neutron scattering experiments?
indicate that the magnitude of ¥ must be smaller
than 1036, The longest 7, on the other hand,
would be the “size-effect limited” value, i.e.,
d/c where d is some cell dimension. For a typi-
cal cell dimension and for the lower tempera=-
tures and frequencies the inequality is then only
marginally satisfied. Also, the higher-frequency
data clearly show that the attenuation is increas-
ing less than linearly (with frequency) whereas
a negative value of ¥ would require a higher than
linear dependence. Thus we feel that the expla-
nation for the extra attenuation likely lies else-
where, especially in view of the observation of
the very rapid relaxation process to be discussed
shortly.

In an effort to shed more light on this problem
we have extended our studies to include the pres-
sure dependence of the sonic attenuation. Pre-
vious studies®? of the pressure dependence
showed that the attenuation decreased as the
pressure increased; this is in qualitative agree-
ment with Eq. (1) since the sound velocity in-
creases with pressure. These studies were lim-
ited to relatively high temperatures and low fre-
quencies, however, and did not reveal the fea-
tures to be discussed here. We have measured
the temperature dependence of the sound attenua-
tion for several values of the hydrostatic pres-
sure and at frequencies of 15, 45, 105, and 256
MHz. These measurements were performed us-
ing a *He-*He dilution refrigerator which regu-
larly cools to 17 mK. Such low temperatures
permit an unambiguous normalization of the at-
tenuation (and velocity) to its zero temperature
value. The Cu sonic cell employed was similar
in construction to those used in previous mea-
surements'® except for the addition of a cylinder
of sintered Cu, in contact with the liquid, to in-
sure heat transfer. Also, the length of the sonic
path was increased to 2.02 cm. Sound was gener-
ated and received by 15-MHz unloaded x-cut
quartz transducers. The ultrasonic comparator
used has been described previously.!® All tem-
peratures were measured using a cerium mag-
nesium nitrate magnetic thermometer.

100.0
F T I T LI 3
= —
|0.0L— —
: i
L -
— - —
§
~N
3 .
Z
z
S
1.0 —
a 3
) .
= ]
w
= |
: o 0.0 atm _|
+ Ll ow
o 30 »
° 84 n |
v 140 n
0. ® |55 » _ |
o164 n -
|78 » —
¢ 190 » n
v24a7 o |
\ 1 | | [ I | l
o'%.l 10 2.0

TEMPERATURE (K)

FIG. 1. The temperature dependence of the mea-
sured attenuation for a frequency of 105 MHz at various
values of the hydrostatic pressure. The solid lines
are smooth curves through the data. A T* temperature
dependence would be a straight line of slope 2 on this
graph.

Figure 1 shows the measured temperature de-
pendence of the sonic attenuation at 0.0, 1.1,
3.0, 8.4, 14.0, 15.5, 16.4, 17.8, 19.0, and 24.7
atm for a frequency of 105 MHz. Shown for com-
parison in Fig. 2 are some of the corresponding
pressures as calculated from the theory of Kha-
latnikov and Chernikoval!! and Van de Meijden-
berg, Taconis, and De Bruyn Ouboter.* Com-
parison of Figs. 1 and 2 immediately shows that
theory and experiment are in striking disagree-
ment at high pressure. For pressures up to 8.4
atm we see a temperature dependence similar to
the T* dependence predicted by Eq. (1) although
the magnitude of the measured attenuation is
again larger than that predicted by theory. For
pressures between 14.0 and 19.0 atm we observe
that this initial temperature dependence is fol-
lowed by a shoulder after which the attenuation
rises steeply. For P =24.7 atm the attenuation
rises steeply at all temperatures with no sign of
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FIG. 2. The temperature dependence of the attenua-
tion as calculated from the theory of Khalatnikov and
Chernikova for 105 MHz and for pressures correspond-
ing to some of the experimental values of Fig. 1.

a T* component. The other frequencies studied
show similar behavior. The shoulder observed
at the intermediate pressures strongly suggests
a relaxation effect where w7 goes through unity
in passing from a collisionless mode of propaga-
tion to a hydrodynamic one. The theory of Kha-~
latnikov and Chernikova contains two important
relaxation times:

- 9X13! kg (u+1)*
Top 1= 913 h—s (oc®)? Tg, (2)

arising from so called wide-angle phonon-phonon

scattering, and
-1
T”

1/2
=(2m )17/211 A <pp‘:- )Tg/z ~A/krgT (3)

from elastic phonon-roton collisions, where

2.1 (P2, 2 <1))
=24 (£0) 42 ([£0 + A2
T 9 25(110) 9 \uc Axa
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with

() o ()0 5)
boC 2 ¢/\p, %

and p,, 4, A are the roton momentum, mass,
and energy gap, respectively. The pressure de-
pendence of the quantities entering these relaxa-
tion times are known'? and computation shows
that w7,, and wT,, are both much larger than
unity in the temperature range of the shoulder.
Khalatnikov and Chernikova state that their
theory is valid at very low temperature only so
long as ¢,,<«< 7,,, where {,, is the scattering time
characterizing the colinear four-phonon process.
Eckstein and Jickle!® have shown that t,, is given

by

1070 (u+1)% 5"
pzcsh—7B (4)

t -1_
" 19278
and, since 7,,7'o T? there will be a transition
to the region ¢,,2> 7, below some temperature.
Using y from the neutron data we find that #
<« T,, in the temperature range of interest, i.e. s
the theory of Khalatnikov and Chernikova should
be valid.'* (The theory of Eckstein and Vargal®
predicts ¥ ¢ ~1p~Y* and thus should not change
radically with pressure.)
If we eliminate the phonon-phonon contribution
to the attenuation by taking the limit w7, < 1, but
keep w7, >1, we find the attenuation is given by

_ Tk B4T4 1. T17/2 = A/RBT

45ﬁ3p c® 7,

(The direct Rayleigh-like acoustic phonon-roton
scattering is negligible, since it is proportional
to wiT2e ~2/kBT ) Thig temperature dependence
agrees qualitatively with the data for tempera-
tures which lie above the shoulder and this sug-
gests that it is the phonon-phonon part of the
theory which is in error. The data clearly show,
however, that the shoulder moves to lower tem-
perature as the pressure increases whereas all
the mechanisms of phonon-phonon scattering
give a 77! varying approximately as (7/c)", i.e.,
the shoulder would move to higher temperature
since the velocity increases with increasing
density.

A mechanism that has approximately the right
pressure dependence is roton-roton scattering.
Khalatnikov'® shows that the scattering time,

T,r, for this process goes as e®/T 50 that the
temperature where w7,,=1 would vary with pres-
sure in the same direction as A (decreasing with
increasing pressure). The theory of Khalatnikov
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and Chernikova assumes w7,, <1 and under this
condition predicts an w7 component at low tem=-
perature. On the other hand our data show that
the wT* component disappears above the shoulder
(wT<1) and thus the shoulder cannot be identified
with roton-roton scattering.

If we approximate the scattering time produc-
ing the shoulder (whatever its nature) by the
form 7"'=qT", then to reproduce the shape of
the curve a value of # =4 is required. Further-
more, the shoulders at different frequencies (and
pressures) require somewhat different exponents,
thus indicating that a simple power law for the
relaxation process is inadequate. (The exponent
n appears to increase with increasing tempera-
ture.) In no case can a value of #» approaching 9
account for the data, since such a steep tempera-
ture dependence would generally result in a well
defined peak rather than a shoulder. The same
holds true for an exponential temperature de-
pendence. Clearly these data require a total re-
examination of the theory of sound propagation in
liquid *He at low temperature.

We would like to thank B. M, Abraham, S. G.
Eckstein, and Y. Eckstein for stimulating dis-
cussions,
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