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We report the observation of the production in high-energy K p interactions of four =
hyperon states, the Z (1385), Z(1660), Z(1940), and Z(2280). The properties of the
¥ (1385) and = (1660) are in good agreement with previous observations. The I (1940), in
contrast to previous evidence, has a strong Zm decay mode which agrees with its assign-
ment to the SU(3) 3* octet. Finally, the existence of the X (2280) has been confirmed and

some of its decay modes exhibited.

Experimental information on /=1 hyperons
with masses greater than ~1800 MeV is still very
fragmentary, the reason for this being the lack
of high statistics formation or production experi-
ments above the threshold for the production of
such resonances. Evidence for such high-mass
Z resonances has been reported by Cool gt_a_l.,1
who observed enhancements in the isospin-1 part
of the total K ~-nucleon cross section at masses
of 1915, 2040, and 2260 MeV. These structures
were also observed in the K~ total cross-sec-
tion measurements by Davies gt;all.z It should be
noted that the interpretation of enhancements ob-
served in this type of experiment is strongly de-
pendent upon the unfolding procedure adopted to
deal with the Fermi motion and shadowing effects
of the nucleons in the deuteron. Numerous other
experiments have reported weak supporting evi-
dence for the existence as well as the spin and
parity of the Z(1915). They have suffered from
either a small coupling to the modes under ob-

servation®* or from insufficient energy for pro-
ducing the resonance,? in the latter cases only the
effects of the Breit-Wigner tail manifesting them-
selves. In this Letter we present positive evi-
dence for the existence of two Z hyperons with
masses M, =1940 + 20 MeV, M, =2280+20 MeV

and widths I', =100+30 MeV,T',=120+30 MeV,
respectively. Of particular importance in the
SU(3) formulation of a & =3* octet® is the obser-
vation of the £(1915) - Z7 which hitherto had been
unobserved.

The data for this study come from two separate
K~p exposures in the Brookhaven National Labo-
ratory 80-in. hydrogen bubble chamber at the
alternating-gradient synchrotron. The beam mo-
menta in the first exposure were 4.6 and 5.0
GeV/c, most of the exposure being at 4.6 GeV/c,
whereas in the second exposure the beam momen-
ta were set to values of 3.9 and 4.6 GeV/c in ap-
proximately equal amounts. The sensitivity of
the experiment, when all the exposures are added
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together, amounts to ~14 events/pub. This is ap-
portioned among the three energies as follows:
2.9 events/ub at 3.9 GeV/c, 8.9 events/ub at
4.6 GeV/c, and 2.2 events/pb at 5.0 GeV/c.® In
the ensuing analysis, data from the three ener-
gies have been added together, since with the
statistics available there are no discernible dif-
ferences between them. Results from the first
experiment have been discussed elsewhere,” so
that we will, in the following, limit our discus-
sion of the processing and kinematical fitting of
the data to the events occurring in the second ex-
posure. From the latter, about 33000 two-
prong-plus-V events have been measured on the
Brookhaven flying spot digitizer. The two reac-
tions of interest are

K=p—-=°n"n", (A)
K=p—~ A7~ (B)

the former being a two-constraint and the latter
a four-constraint fit. The events were processed
using the Brookhaven National Laboratory QLOD
programming system. Only events fitting Reac-
tion (A) with a x? probability >5% and Reaction
(B) with a ¥? probability >1% were retained. Fur-
thermore, the ionization of all charged tracks,
either as measured by the flying spot digitizer or
visually estimated by the scanning personnel, had
to be consistent with that predicted by the pro-
duction hypothesis. In this manner 455 events
unambiguously fit Reaction (A), 447 events un-
ambiguously fit Reaction (B), and 627 events
were ambiguous between the two reactions. In
order to resolve this ambiguity, use was made of
=° decay correlations. In particular, for the true
%0 events the decay distribution of the A° (or the
¥) decaying from the =% is expected to be isotrop-
ic as measured in the =° rest system. To this
end we have investigated this decay with respect
to 72, the unit normal to the production plane de-
fined as 7 =pg—Xpxo. The particular correlation
chosen was n-A°, where A° is a unit vector along
the A° direction in the Z° rest frame. This dis-
tribution is shown in Figs. 1(a) and 1(b) for the
unique Z° events and the ambiguous events, re-
spectively. The contrast is striking, the distri-
bution for the unique Z° events being isotropic
while that for the ambiguous events being sharply
peaked at zero, clearly indicating the preponder-
ance of Ar"n— final states.® For the ensuing anal-
ysis we have retained only the unique =° events
for Reaction (A) and placed both unique and am-
biguous A° events in Reaction (B). This results
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in a total of 704 events for Reaction (A) and 1969
events for Reaction (B) from both exposures com-
bined.

In Fig. 2(a) we plot the %1 effective mass from
the Z°" 7~ final state and in Fig. 2(b), the nt7—
effective mass from the same reaction.® It can
be seen that Reaction (A) is dominated by p(750),

£9%1250), and Z(1660) production. Some evidence

for £(1385) - =°r* is also evident. This is more
clearly seen in the shaded events of Fig. 2(a),
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FIG. 1. Distribution of the quantity #+A°, where A’ is
a unit vector along the A" direction in the Z° rest frame
and the normal # to the Eoproduction plane is defined as
#=(Ppeam xPx0), (@) for unique =’ fits having a x*
(probability) >5% and (b) for =° fits ambiguous with the
Antn— final state.
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FIG. 2. (a) Z%r* mass spectrum for Reaction (A).
The solid curve is a fit with four resonances. () 7™~
effective-mass distribution for Reaction (A).

where the events containing a p or f° have been
removed. Two additional clear enhancements

are evident, with or without p and f° removal, at
masses of 1940 MeV (3.0- to 3.5-standard-de-
viation effect) and 2280 MeV (4- to 5-standard-
deviation effect). The smooth curve shown in
Fig. 2(a) is a fit to all the data assuming four
resonances superimposed on a smooth background.
The mass and width of the =(1385) were kept
fixed at their accepted values'® and the masses
and widths of the remaining three resonances
were allowed to vary. An acceptable fit'!* was ob-
tained with the following best values: M, =1670
+10 MeV, ', =95+20 MeV; M,=1940+20 MeV,
T',=100+30 MeV; and M, =2280+20 MeV, T

=120+ 30 MeV. A fit was also made to the over-
all Dalitz plot, assuming no interference between
any of the T resonances and the p and f ° bosons.*?
The results were essentially the same as the
above.

The widths of the ~(1660) and =(1940) are
broader, and the =(2280) narrower, than pre-
viously reported.’® The apparent increased width
of the £(1660) may in fact be due to the presence
of the newly found Z(1616),'® or the =(1700), or
both. The discrepancy in the widths of the higher
mass resonances is not serious in view of the
large errors involved in the total cross-section
measurements due to both the small magnitude
of the effect as well as the difficulties in the un-
folding procedures.

We now turn to a discussion of the decay branch-
ing ratios of the £ hyperons, namely An/Zw and
KN/Z7. These numbers for the (1660, 1940,
and 2280) are shown in Table I. In most cases

Table I. Tabulation of the An/Z 7 and KN/Zr branch-
ing ratios for the Z (1660), Z(1940), and Z (2280) hyper-
ons. The quoted upper limit corresponds to 1 standard
deviation.

Hyperon Branching ratios
AT/ET KN/ZT
Z(1660) 0.52+0.09 <0.06
2 (1940) <0.28 <0.37
> (2280) <0.18 <0.18

no signal was observed in A7 or KN channels and
only upper limits (corresponding to 1 standard
deviation) are quoted. It is noted that all these
three Z hyperons decay predominantly via the =
mode. This is to be contrasted to the =(1385)
which decays mainly via the A7 mode, the branch-
ing fraction measured in this experiment being
equal to [Z(1385)~=7]/[Z(1385) ~ A7]=(6+3)%,
in good agreement with the world average of (9
+3)%.° The previously published® decay modes
of the Z(1660) are in a rather confused state due
to the proximity of the £(1700). The value re-
ported here for £(1660) -~ A7 should be consid-
ered as an upper limit since all events in the A7
mass region were attributed to the £(1660) due to
the inability to separate the Z(1700) contribution
to this mass plot.'* The numbers presented here
for the decay of the Z(1660) are in reasonable
agreement with the recent CERN-Heidelberg-
Saclay (CHS)!'® measurements which reported a
ratio of Zn/An~5/3. On the other hand, if we
identify the structure that we observe at a mass
of 1940 MeV with the previously reported ™
=(1915), a strong disagreement is found with the
CHS measurement of the decay branching ratio
for this state. In particular the only detectable
decay mode in our production experiment is
=(1940) ~ Zm, the two other sought-for modes, An
and KN, being an order of magnitude less fre-
quent. This is to be contrasted to previously ob-
served couplings of the £(1910) to A7 and KN of
8-10% each with that for £m <1%.%* Either one
or more of the experiments is in error or there
are two hyperons with approximately the same
mass® but a different decay frequency for each
of the possible decay modes. The Z(2280) has
previously been observed in total-cross-section
measurements only and therefore the branching
fractions presented here are new information.
As has been suggested before,® the £(1940) is a
prime candidate for inclusion into a JF = 3+ octet,
the other members being the N(1688), A(1815),
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both of whose spin parities are well defined, and
the recently discovered =(2030)." An SU(3) anal-
ysis of this octet®!? gave excellent agreement
between the experimental and theoretically pre-
dicted rates with the exception of the =(1940)

- 2r rate. The predicted width for £(1940) ~Zn
was 64 MeV to be compared with the previously
accepted experimental rate of *2 MeV.* This
discrepancy with SU(3) is now removed provided
there are no other major decay modes of the
7(1940). It should be noted that the predicted
SU(3) coupling of the =(1940) to KN is very small,
=3 MeV, so that it is not surprising that it has
been more readily experimentally observed in a
production rather than a formation type of exper-
iment.

We conclude by commenting that four £ hyper-
on states have been observed in this experiment.
The results are in agreement with the properties
of two previously well-established states, the
>(1385) and Z(1660). The existence of a £(1940)
with a strong Z7 coupling has been established.
This has removed a major discrepancy in pre-
vious SU(3) formulations of a possible JP =5+
octet. In addition, the existence of the Z(2280)
has been confirmed and some of its decay modes
exhibited.

We wish to acknowledge the support of Dr. R.
P. Shutt, the staffs and crews of the alternating-
gradient synchrotron and 80-in. bubble chamber
for aid in obtaining the pictures, and the efforts
of our scanning, measuring, and data-handling
personnel in processing all the events.
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