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OBSERVATION OF HYPERFINE LEVEL CROSSING IN STIMULATED EMISSIQN*

J. S. Levine, P. A. Bonczyk, and A. Javan
Physics Department, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

(Received 7 January 1969)

A level-crossing effect in stimulated emission is used to determine precisely the hfs
in an excited electronic state of Xe 9. The effect arises from a resonant change in non-
linear polarization induced by a monochromatic field as appropriate tunable level pairs
are made to cross.

Several aspects of the nonlinear coupling of an
intense monochromatic field with a Doppler-
broadened transition having closely spaced struc-
ture have been discussed previously. ' ' Experi-
mental techniques based on these effects have
yielded high-resolution information on the line
structure, e.g. , hfs and isotope shift. ' This
Letter reports the observation of another effect
of this class which may be defined as a stimulat-
ed level-crossing effect. The terminology is
used to distinguish this from a similar effect ob-
served in spontaneous emission from atoms
pumped by a broad-band source. ' In the stimu-
lated level-crossing effect, one is concerned
with the transmission of intense monochromatic
light through a gas possessing a Doppler-broad-
ened resonance with closely spaced structure;
the effect manifests itself as a nonlinear change
in the induced polarization as appropriate tunable
atomic levels are ma, de to overlap within their'
natural widths. This results in a change in the
transmission coefficient, i.e., gain or attenua-
tion of the incident radiation when the level
crossing occurs.

A host of atomic and molecular laser transi-
tions exist where this effect makes possible
their high-resolution study. This Letter pre-
sents an application to precise determination of

the hfs in one of the laser transitions in Xe.'
Emphasis is given to a number of experimental
procedures which facilitate observation of the ef-
fect.

The size of the level-crossing signal is pro-
portional to the fourth power of the electric field
strength; consequently, it is advantageous to
utilize the high fields produced within a laser
resonator. .In this case, the laser medium serves
two functions. First, it provides the saturating
optical frequency field. Second, changes in laser
polarization due to level crossings within the me-
dium result in a, resonant change in the output
power.

ln this experiment the hfs of the 5d(—,),' state in
Xe" was determined by observing level cross-
ings as the 3.37-p, laser transition 5d(-', ),' - 6P(&),

'
was tuned via an axial magnetic field. The nucle-
ar spin of Xe"'is 2,' therefore, at zero magnetic
field there are two hyperfine components corre-
sponding to total angula, r momentum of 2 and 2.
A sketch of the energy level versus, magnetic
field is shown in Fig. 1.

The level-crossing signal may only be ob-
served in cases where the optical transitions
originating from the crossing levels terminate
on a common lower level. Because of the rela-
tive orientation of the laser field and the magnet-

267



~~YTPRSRP y
)PAL

pHYS&c y7 PEBRU~R+ ] 69NUMBER 7VOLUME 22, N

I IIII

C3
IJJ

2
I

O
D
O

F=2
5

I

-I

I

05

D OF IOOO GAUSS)D (IN UNITS 0 S

energyFIG. 1. Plo o

k
laser stat

thd' db
d(-'} ' The

egsumed o

-d-.t.d,erations
sings are in '

observed leve l cross'

exist only betweenlc field, m t
r which 4I =

ected as t e

h'1' '1e e
shape is essen l

g
l vels (0.5 Mc s

1'n the case w e
'ative width o

ical transition. o e tter w

b the average r

l 10 MHz (the Doppproximately 10
Additional discus siis 200 MHz .

p gl

over the entireDlo

of the Xe slength (2 m o

ailed to rev thehowever've scarc ,

le used ln t lsThe Xe samp e
edof am ixture of various lS

128 X 136 aeven isotopesd 40o eve60p Xe
Xe

ga sltlons ar'
bot

lth respecare we esolved w

ase, the laser
all ' 'n'"t

widths.
does not in gener

ar coupll g

l th transltlons assocl
levels. n

een satis le,
th crossing

a ears no
b making

condition app
overcome y

th ental
a aratus.app s. c a

e arate region
noid. The so

sep

f th' lreby tuning the
of varlOuSth' fg

tube,
roduce a

l volume or a spherica+0.1 p over
centered on
vided the

g gnfo the le

s and denote by v t elevel eros '

nc o g p
eeman sp

otopic species o
' s of some Zeem

rs at severa i
e resence o aTpreciab yl f +c.

quency within eo laser mo
field was u

of bo t20G(oIl in coarse steps o a corre
s transl ioh'ft ofspondlng

nt of the order
for the

b an amoun o
ch was made or

ntinuously
w1 th

~ at eac s
sing by con '

of nar-lt 1 F
tion of t e

urposes o
ed by the

tuning
row banding, the m



VOLUME 22, NUMBER 7 PHYSIGAL RKVIKW LKTTKRS 17 I'EBRUARY 1'969

Helmholtz coil, was modulated by a small amount
at an audio frequency. This allowed the use of a
phase-sensitive detector. The dc output of the
phase-sensitive detector was fed to the y axis of
an x-y recorder, with the x axis driven propor-
tionally to the Helmholtz current. Thus the
curves obtained have the form of a derivative of
the resonance signal.

Proceeding in this way we have observed two
stimulated level crossings in Xe'". They occur
for values of the Helmholtz field of 802.2 and
1015 G, respectively, each having a width of ap-
proximately 1 G. In both instances, the signal
was observed for several values of the solenoid
field; small variations of the solenoid field (tens
of gauss) around these values produced only a
change in the strength of the observed level-
crossing signal.

Before proceeding with further discussions of
the results, additional significant experimental
details must be considered: As the Helmholtz
field is continuously tuned, additional resonanc-
es, unrelated to the level-crossing signals, are
observed. The origin of these signals is we11

known. They arise from laser multimoding and
occur whenever two appropriate Zeeman compo-
nents are separated by the difference in frequen-
cy between two simultaneously oscillating laser
modes. It should be noted that the magnetic field
at which these so-called mode crossings occur
depend upon the frequency separation between ad-
jacent laser modes, and hence on the length of
the laser resonator. However, the level cross-
ing is associated with each oscillating laser
mode individually and occurs at a value of mag-
netic field independent of the frequency spacing
between modes. Advantage was made of this
property in identifying the level-crossing signals;
a mechanical sweeping device was used to trans. -
late one of the laser mirrors sinusoidally with an
amplitude of about 2 cm and with a period short
compared with the averaging time of the detec-
tion system; this resulted in smearing of the
mode-crossing resonances while the level-cross-
ing signals were unaffected. Figure 2(a) is a
tracing obtained with fixed resonator length; note
the numerous mode-crossing signals. ' Figure
2(b) is a tracing over the same region of field
while the resonator length is periodically modu-
lated; the mode-crossing resonances are entire-
ly eliminated. Initially, however, a sweeping de-
vice was not employed. Rather, the mirror spac-
ing was changed in discrete steps and a tracing
was obtained by varying the magnetic field over
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FIG. 2. Recorded tracings obtained as the magnetic
field is swept through the region of a level crossing;
(a) was obtained with a fixed resonator length, note the
presence of mode-crossing signals; (b) shows the re-
sult of modulating the resonator length, the mode
crossings are eliminated leaving only the level-cross-
ing signal.

the level-crossing region for each resonator
length. Comparison of the tracings obtained in
this way made possible the identification of the
level-crossing resonance as the signal which ap-
peared at the same value of the magnetic field
irrespective of the resonator length.

The magnetic field at which level crossings oc-
cur was determined with an NMR gaussmeter;
magnetic field inhomogeneities limited the accu-
racy to 5 parts in 10 . An order-of-magnitude
improvement may be obtained with a better mag-
net. This observation was used to determine the
size of the hyperfine interaction IaI.J as a = 829.5
+ 0.8 MHz. "9 This also agrees with a previous,
less precise measurement made on the basis of
a mode-crossing experiment in which the hyper-
fine constant was determined' by observing small
departures from linear Zeeman splittings at
magnetic field values below 200 G.

A preliminary theoretical analysis of the level-
crossing effect in stimulated emission has been
given in an earlier publication' in which empha-
sis is placed on describing the effect and esti.—

mating the size of the level-crossing signal. In-
formation about the line shape may be obtained
only through a more detailed analysis" in which
the induced polarization is computed to third or-
der in the electric field as a function of the upper
level spacing. If the optical-frequency field is
assumed to take the form of a traveling wave
then the calculation is simplified and it is found
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that the line shape is that of a narrow Lor entzian
(whose width is the average homogeneous width

of the crossing levels) superimposed on a broad
Gaussian response characterized by the Doppler
width. The optical field within a laser resonator
is of course a standing wave. In this case the
calculations are somewhat lengthy; however, the
results exhibit the simple behavior of the travel-
ing wave field if the optical-frequency field lies
on the side of the Doppler profiles of the two

crossing transitions. When the optical-frequen-
cy field lies close to the line center, additional
resonances, related to the Lamb dip, become
important. These, however, are characterized
by a width given by the average of the widths of
the upper and lower levels; they are in general
rather broad and consequently do not interfere
with the observation of a narrow, simple Lo-
r entzian level-crossing line shape.

We would like to acknowledge many useful dis-
cussions with Professor M. S. Feld during the
latter stages of this work.
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istration.
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The method of optical pumping of diamagnetic atoms with zero orbital angular momen-
tum (iS0) has been extended to an atom with nonzero orbital angular momentum (P0),
yielding~pf

~ t d=0.5726(6) p& for the nuclear moment of Pb207. The cross sec-
tions for disorientation by collisions with the inert gases, hydrogen, and nitrogen are all
less than 10-20 cm2.

The optical pumping of the 'Po ground state of
Pb"' reported herein is the first nuclear reso-
nance observed in free diamagnetic atoms with
nonzero orbital angular momentum. This is a
new extension of the technique of optically pump-
ing diamagnetic atoms, heretofore restricted to
states with zero orbital angular momentum, i.e. ,
'S, states. ' The present measurement of the nu-

clear moment of Pb"' demonstrates the applica-
bility of the technique to determining nuclear mo-
ments of 'P, atoms, free from chemical shifts
and from the strong electron-nuclear interactions
of paramagnetic states. The upper limits placed
on the cross sections for collisional disorienta-
tion by various buffer gases are particularly in-
teresting in that they are much smaller than the
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