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We report the results of experiments on low-
temperature alkali plasmas in strong magnet-
ic fields and their interpretation in terms of
collisional drift modes, in which diffusion over
the transverse wavelength, resulting from ion-
ion collisions,! plays an important role.

Collisional drift modes? arise in the presence
of a density gradient perpendicular to the mag-
netic field and result from the combined effects
of ion inertia,® electron-ion collisions, and
mean electron kinetic energy along the magnet-
ic-field lines.*

Our experiments determine frequencies, am-
plitudes, and azimuthal mode numbers of steady-
state drift waves as functions of magnetic field
strength and ion density. Their interpretation
is based on a theory which includes the effects
of ion-ion collisions on the ion motion. Although
the observed relative wave amplitudes are not
small, the linearized approximation is expect-
ed and found to predict correctly frequencies
and the abrupt appearance of certain modes
as functions of the various physical parameters
(density, magnetic field, temperature, and ion
mass).

The principal experimental results are the
consistent observations of single-mode steady-
state oscillations, which we have identified as
drift modes, and, at certain critical values of
the magnetic-field strength, sudden changes
of both the azimuthal mode number and frequen-
cy® of the oscillations. We have explained these
results by a theory, which predicts abrupt sta-
bilization of a particular mode with decreasing
magnetic field as a result of increased diffusion
over the transverse wavelength! due to ion-ion
collisions.® This type of diffusion, in fact, sup-
presses the instability when the ion gyroradi-
us reaches a critical size relative to the trans-
verse wavelength of the mode.

The experimental work has been performed
on the Princeton Q-1 device.” The plasma con-
sists of ions produced by surface ionization
of cesium or potassium atomic beams incident
on hot tungsten plates located on both ends of
the plasma column and of thermionic electrons
emitted from the same plates. The alkali va-
por pressure is cryogenically reduced to below

1078 Torr and the residual pressure is main-
tained at approximately 1077 Torr, so that the
plasma is fully ionized. The plasma column
is 3 cm in diameter and 128 cm long. Plasma
(center) densities ranged from 5x 10 to 5x 102
cm™3, plasma (ionizer-plate) temperatures
from 2100 to 2900°K, and magnetic fields from
2 to 6.5 kG. Electric fields are not applied to
the plasma, and the thermionic voltage between
end plates is maintained below 5 mV. The waves
are detected as either ion-density or plasma-
potential fluctuations with Langmuir probes.
Special effort was directed towards conclusive
identification of the drift wave, since it was
recognized that a plasma rotation comparable
with the electron diamagnetic velocity is pres-
ent in Q machines for certain ranges of plas-
ma temperature and density.® Our experiments
differ from most previous drift-wave work in
that the neutral beam was collimated to reduce
the ion density at the edge of the ionizer plate
where the temperature gradient is large. This
procedure spatially separates the effects of
temperature and density gradients.® The oscil-
lations reported here are confined to the region
where only the density gradient is important.
The experiments have shown that the relevant
modes are localized in the radial direction with
the amplitude maximum at approximately % of
the plasma radius. Then, for these localized
modes we can carry out the theory simulating
cylindrical geometry by a one-dimensional “slab”
model, with density gradient in the x direction
and magnetic field in the z direction. We adopt
the electrostatic approximation E= -V valid
when B =8mp/B?<« 1, as is the case here (351079).
The time-independent electric field (experimen-
tally found to be constant in the region where
temperature gradients are negligible) is ignored
because it only produces a Doppler shift in the
relevant frequencies. We use the following lin-
earized equations adopting a standard notation:

- _ 2* - _ -
nm (aum_)/at pV R =V b (31 xB/c), (1a)
- - - =0 1
V“(anTe enqpl) VoM =0 (1b)
8n1/8t+u1iJ_~Vn +ul.-Vn1:0, (1c)
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Ty = ety Vit =% VI =0
El. , =K Tc(FeB) ™ vn xB. (1)
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Perturbed quantities are indicated by the sub-
script 1. Ion motion and electron inertia along
the lines of force have been ignored.!® The
effects of ion-ion diffusion across the field en-
ter through the coefficient y, which is given
by u, = $(nKTv;/Q;*h ;) for our experimental
conditions,* with ©; the ion gyrofrequency and
h; a dimensionless coefficient tabulated in Ref.
11. For simplicity we assume a WKB-type
solution ¢ = @1 exp(ifkydx +ikyy +ik)|z +iwt) and
consider modes such that &y >n"dn/dx). This
implies mode localization in the x direction
and will restrict us to modes with azimuthal
mode number m >1, since those with m =1,
equivalent to an off-axis shift of the whole plas-
ma column, are less localized and cannot be
simulated in a plane geometry. Moreover, in
the experiments, k~m/L, where L is the length
gf the plasma column. By expressing Jq, and
Jq) in terms of ¢, one derives for T, =T; the
dispersion relation in its simplest form,

kH’KT u..b2>
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Z(w+kyvd)<m v . 4
e et

iuiib
= w—kyvd- ) bw, (2)

where vz =~(1/n)(dn/dx)(cKT/eB) is the elec-
tron diamagnetic velocity, b=3(k,*+k, *a;?

is assumed to be smaller than unity, ap, =(2K7/
M)'2/Q; is the ion Larmor radius, and v,;
=4(M/my)"?v;;, taking for v;; the definition

of Ref. 11. Here we have neglected terms of
order k) >KT(m, Vel-kyvd)"1 in comparison with 1.
This dispersion relation is a quadratic equa-
tion whose roots are easily evaluated numer-
ically, and reveals two important points. First,
there exists a critical value of b given by b,?
=4k | ?KT(mgve vi;) ™" such that the linearized
growth rate is positive only for 6<b,. In con-
nection with this, we display in Fig. 1 some
experimental results for fixed neutral-beam
flux and plasma temperature, i.e., for approx-
imately constant ion density. Note that for most

440

values of magnetic field only one single mode
is detected, but in the mode transition regions
two separate modes are observed. The rapid
rise of y = —Im(w) with increasing magnetic
field, once the condition b <b,. is satisfied, is
evident. The second point is that the maximum
growth rate is found to correspond to frequen-
cies Re(w)=-0.5% vy In particular, we find
that for 5<b., the growth rate y is maximized
for the dimensionless parameter Zg =k“2KT

X (meVeikyUdb)_l slightly above unity, m,
being the electron mass. At this point, the
magnitude of y is ~0.2k, v,z and is comparable
with the instability frequency. Figure 1(b) shows
that the observed frequencies are proportion-

T T T T T T
(a)
05| N JPEEN L= 204

N N ’ \\\ .7 1=
=~ | ----GROWTH DN N g
= RATE -
< 04 w
™ =
o
E z
E o3 =
a- o
= &
<< w
w O.Zr— a
= =
= =
e 0l =

o)
00 —
4l
L 3r
>
(&)
= ot .
o o m:=2
=3 o m:=3
o a m=4
“ | |- ——DRIFT FREQUENCY } { -
0 L 1 1 1 1 L

2 3 4
MAGNETIC FIELD, kG

FIG. 1. (a) Observed oscillation amplitudes are com-
pared with theoretical growth rates as a function of mag-
netic field strength for various azimuthal mode num-
bers. The absolute value of the magnetic field strength
for the theoretical (slab model) curves has been scaled
by a factor of ~1.5 to give a good fit to the data. The
relative amplitude is defined as the ratio of the maxi-
mum density fluctuation to the central density. (b) The
oscillation frequency (after subtraction of the rotational
Doppler shift) is compared with the drift frequency v;
=kyvg/2m as a function of the magnetic field strength.
The drift frequency, which has an uncertainty of £0.5
ke/sec, is computed from the experimental values of
k., T, and n~Y(dn/dx). The data are for a potassium
p%)asma, ny=3.5X% 101 em™3, T=2800°K.
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al to, but less than, k,v;. These considerations
indicate that the criterion'®  =b,, which can
be written as

(B 2+k 2)1/2
X Yy
B

k 4e4k 2 1/4 T 1/2 1
-5 ! m(—) —7 @
B M204KTmeue V.. n M8

T 2

describes the onset of the single modes. In
Fig. 2(a) we plot the experimental values at
instability onset of B/k, vs n*/? and find agree-
ment between the experiments and this theoret-
ical prediction, including the numerical coef-
ficient. In addition, other measurements have
shown dependence on plasma temperature and
ion mass as predicted by the transition crite-
rion, Eq. (3). In Fig. 2(b), the radial extent

of the oscillation is shown as a function of mag-
netic field. The extent of the oscillation in the
radial direction was found to increase for de-
creasing values of m, as expected from the
full analysis of the normal-mode equation and
corresponding to (5/ax) ~ky,. The position of
the amplitude maximum does not coincide with
the position of maximum density gradient and
may be determined by the radial dependence

of the growth rate, taking into account both the
variations of » and dn/dx.

It is evident from our treatment that the lin-
earized approximation is inadequate to explain
the large experimental amplitudes (typically
ny/no~e@/KT ~20%) at which the growth of the
waves ceases. However, there are good argu-
ments!? for predicting that the saturation stage
is reached when the perturbed (E xB)c/B? drift
velocity becomes of the order of the diamagnet-
ic velocity (in our case ~2x10% cm/sec). This
point is confirmed by the experiment and, in
addition, it is shown [see Fig. 1(a)] that the
pattern of the measured amplitudes follows
closely that of the calculated growth rates as
a function of the magnetic field. If we consid-
er this as an indication that at the saturation
stage the amplitude is proportional to a pow-
er of the growth rate,’* we can associate the
observed frequency with that of the maximum
growth rate.'®

On the other hand, if we make use of a quasi-
linear approximation!® in treating the problem
and include higher order terms in the disper-
sion relation (see Ref. 12), we observe that
at the saturation level the frequency of oscil-
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FIG. 2. (a) The ratio of magnetic field strength to
perpendicular wave number is plotted versus the square
root of the density for the stabilization points of sever-
al modes. Theory [Eq. (3)] gives a proportionality fac-
tor of 9.7x107%4 (b) The measured radial (Ay) and azi-
muthal (Ag) wavelengths of the perturbation are dis-
played as a function of the magnetic field.

lation is lwlSk,v;. In this connection we notice
that more detailed measurements than those
given in Fig. 1(b) have shown w/kyvdz -1

The observation of one single mode at a giv-
en magnetic field is explained, within the lim-
its of the linearized theory, by the fact that
only one mode has appreciable growth rate out-
side the mode-transition regions.

Several important considerations of general
nature arise from this work. First, the agree-
ment of the theoretically predicted frequencies
with observations, coupled with the fact that
the mode amplitudes maximize when Z,~1,
implies that the large growth rates given by
the linearized approximation y = 0.2kyvd ~Re(w)
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can occur at proper values of density and mag-
netic field even though the transverse wavelength
is larger than the ion gyroradius. This feature
is not shown by the collisionless drift waves
and can make the collisional ones suitable to
explain anomalous Bohm-type diffusion.!® Sec-
ondly, the role of ion-ion collisions, which can
stabilize collisional interchange modes in plas-
ma confinement configurations having magnet-
ic shear,'»!” has been demonstrated experimen-
tally in this simple geometry in agreement with
the theoretical prediction.

Additional experimental and theoretical da-
ta concerning this interpretation will be report-
ed elsewhere.
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