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The differential elastic-scattering cross sections of 1-BeV protons on hydrogen, heli-
um, carbon, and oxygen have been measured. The nuclear data exhibit diffractionlike
structure associated with the multiple scattering of protons by nucleons inside the nu-
clei. The experimental technique provides a new and powerful method for studying nu-
cleon-nucleon correlations inside the nucleus.

The success of the Brueckner' theory in cal-
culating properties of nuclear matter can be
considered as strong evidence that nucleons
inside the nucleus exist as entities not too dis-
similar to free nucleons. The obvious ques-
tion to the experimenter is, then, what kind
of measurement will probe the motions of in-
dividual nucleons inside the nucleus. The an-
swer in a general sense is very well known:
(l) The wavelength of the probe must be com-
parable with or smaller than the characteris-
tic spacings of nucleons inside the nucleus;
(2) the energy resolution of the measuring sys-
tem must be smaller than or comparable with
the spacings of the energy levels of the nucle-
us under investigation. In particular, it is
useful to be able to separate the elastic from
the inelastic scattering.

Until just recently the only probe which sat-
isfied the above criteria was the high-energy
electron. Elastic electron scattering experi-
ments have provided a large amount of data
concerning the single particle or density dis-
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tribution of nucleons. In principle, inelastic
electron scattering provides a measure of nu-
cleon correlations inside the nucleus; in prac-
tice the radiation (bremsstrahlung) effects are
so large that they obscure the desired nucle-
ar effect.

This Letter presents the first results of a
program undertaken at the Brookhaven Cosmo-
tron using high-energy protons that satisfy the
above two criteria. However, because both
the mass and the interaction mechanism with
the nucleon are different for the proton than for
the electron, new and interesting experimental
data were expected. In particular, it was hoped
that from the inelastic data, effects of nucle-
on correlations could be extracted because
the proton radiation cross section is small
compared with the purely nuclear cross sec-
tion.

A description of the apparatus, method of
data reduction, together with the measured
P-p elastic scattering at 1 Beg is in press. ~

It will suffice for this discussion to state that
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with x, set equal to 1.60 F, the rms radius ob-
tained from fitting a Gaussian distribution to
the electron data. ' The fitting of the proton
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FIG. 1. 1-BeV proton elastic scattering from He,
in the center-of-mass system. The solid line is an op-
tical-model fit to the data using a Saxon-Woods poten-
tial with the parameters given in the text. The calcu-
lated total cross section is 156 mb, in good agreement
with the measured value of 152+ 8 mb. The dashed
line is an optical-model fit using a Gaussian potential
with rms radius = 1.60 F, V=-70 MeV, and W= 200
MeV. The calculated total cross section with these
Gaussian parameters is 206 mb.

the measurements reported here were carried
out at 1 Beg with an energy resolution of 3
MeV and an angular resolution of -0.1'. The
exact incident momentum as obtained from a
calibration of the spectrometer bending mag-
nets was 1.696+ 0.015 BeV/c.

A plot of the helium data is shown in Fig. 1.
The point at 0' marked "optical point" has a
value equal to (ka'T/4n)', where k is the wave
number of the incident proton and OT is the
measured total cross section. Total cross sec-
tions for helium, carbon, oxygen, and other
nuclei have been measured using the same ap-
paratus and are reported in a separate paper. 4

The solid line through the points is a best (least-
squares) fit to the data points using a Saxon-
Woods potential,

V+i R'

1+exp[(~ —~,)/a]'

data is performed using a modified form of
Auerbach's ABACUS-2 code, s and a best fit is
obtained with the following parameters:

x0=1.60 F (fixed), V= —30 MeV,

a=0.31 F, a=153 Mey.

Note that with these parameters the shape of
the potential describing the proton-He inter-
action exhibits a very sharp transition region
at the nuclear surface and is in marked disagree-
ment with the Gaussian charge distribution de-
rived from the electron data. ' If we require
in the fitting of the proton data that the poten-
tial be Gaussian, a reasonable fit to the forward-
scattering data can be obtained. This is shown
as the dashed line in Fig. 1. Note, however,
that (1) the sharp minimum at 24' is not repro-
duced by the fit, and (2) as the scattering an-
gle increases, the calculated scattering from
the Gaussian potential falls below experiment
by two or three orders of magnitude. Physic-
ally this comes about because the Gaussian
potential provides a smooth transition at the
nuclear surface for the incident proton wave,
which tends to wash out sharp diffraction ef-
fects and causes the reflection of protons for
angles away from the forward direction to be
minimized.

The solid line marked OME'(qA) is the Cou-
lomb scattering calculated from the Mott for-
mula and multiplied by a Gaussian form fac-
tor obtained from electron-scattering data.
It is seen that the Coulomb scattering is neg-
ligible compared with the nuclear scattering.

Figures 2 and 3 are plots of the carbon and
oxygen elastic-scattering data. The solid lines
through the points are obtained by fitting a
Saxon-Woods potential with the parameters,
x0 and a, derived from a similar fit to the elec-
tron data, and allowing only V and lV as free
parameters.

For the carbon data the parameters ~, and

a, and V and 8'derived from the fitting are
as follows:

r, =2.29 F (fixed), V= —20 MeV,

a = 0.45 F (fixed), W= 100 MeV.

The calculated scattering exhibits for this
case a well-defined minimum, but it is slight-
ly displaced towards smaller momentum trans-
fers than the experimentally observed minimum.
In Born approximation, one would conclude
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that the carbon nucleus appears to be smaller
for protons than for electrons.

For the oxygen data the parameters are as
follows:
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r, =2.60 F (fixed), V= —21 MeV,

a =0.45 F (fixed), W= 120 MeV.

In this case the shape parameters for the
proton-oxygen potential seem to be in reason-
able agreement (Fig. 3) with those obtained
from the analysis of electron data.

It is useful in comparing the electron data
with the proton data to discuss the two types
of measurements in Born or impulse approx-
imation. In this approximation the elastic scat-
tering amplitude f(8) is given by a product of
two terms:

FIG. 2. 1-BeV proton elastic scattering from ~~C,

in the center-of-mass system. The solid line is an op-
tical-model fit to the data using a Saxon-Woods poten-
tial with the parameters given in the text. The calcu-
lated total cross section is 357 mb, in agreement with
the measured value of 370 + 9 mb.

Here f (8) represents the coupling mechanism
of the particle used to probe the nucleus and

f, (8) is the Fourier transform of the charge
distribution for electrons and the matter dis-
tribution for protons:
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FIG. 3. 1-BeV proton elastic scattering from ~60, in
the center-of-mass system. The solid line is an opti-
cal-model fit to the data using a Saxon-Woods potential
with the parameters given in the text. The calculated
cross section is 509 mb as compared to the measured
value of 475+44 mb.

f,(8)- fp(~) 8 dr,

where K is the momentum transferred in the
scattering process and is related to the scat-
tering angle 6 by the simple relation

bp =AK=2p, sin-,'8,

where p, is the incident momentum.
If isospin is a good quantum number for the

light nuclei, as we expect it is, ' then the charge
and matter distributions should be the same,
and in this framework f~(8) derived from both
electron and proton data should be similar.
The attempt to fit the proton-nuclei data with
optical potentials having the same shape param-
eters as the nuclear charge distributions de-
rived from electron data was an attempt to see
if the matter distribution probed by the proton
has the same shape as the charge distribution
seen by the electron, the implicit assumption
being that the optical potential has the same
shape as the matter distribution. The fact that
a Gaussian optical potential cannot in any way
be made to fit the p-helium scattering data
just reflects that the observed f,(8) for protons
is entirely different from f,(8) derived from
electron data. %hat is puzzling is that if one
argues the impulse approximation is at fault,
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SIMULTANEOUS OBSERVATIONS OF SOLAR PROTONS INSIDE
AND OUTSIDE THE MAGNETOSPHERE
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Simultaneous observations of low-energy (-0.5 MeV} protons emitted in a solar flare of
7 July 1966 were made with detectors on board the earth satellites Explorer 33 and Injun

IV, located outside and inside the earth s magnetosphere, respectively. We find that such
protons have full and essentially immediate access from interplanetary space to the po-
lar caps of the earth.

Although it has been established that the earth' s
magnetospheric boundary is greatly distorted
by the flow of the solar wind, there is essen-
tial disagreement regarding the topology of
the magnetic field at the boundary between the
magnetosphere and the interplanetary medium.
Figure 1 illustrates two contrasting models.
The model shown in Fig. 1(a) envisions consid-
erable merging' ' between the geomagnetic
and interplanetary magnetic fields, such that
charged particles approaching the earth on an
interplanetary magnetic field line have imme-
diate access to points over the earth's polar
caps.

The model shown in Fig. 1(b) envisions no
merging between the geomagnetic and interplan-
etary-magnetic fields4~' near the earth. Pro-
ponents of this model suggest that solar-emit-
ted protons having E~ ~ 5 MeV must diffuse in-
to the very long tail of the magnetosphere and
spread slowly from the auroral zone over the
polar caps after a delay or "diffusion time"
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FIG. 1. (a) Magnetospheric model (Refs. 1-3) that
envisions merging between the geomagnetic and inter-
planetary fields ("open model" ). (b) Magnetospheric
model (Refs. 4 and 5) in which merging of lines of
force does not occur until at least several A.U. on the
antisolar side of the earth ("long-tail model" ).
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