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Since the discovery by Christenson et al.!
that the long-lived neutral K meson (Ky ) de-
cays into two charged pions, a number of re-
lated experiments have been reported. These
have confirmed the result,? have shown that
the branching fraction into two charged pions
is independent of the laboratory energy of the
K1, meson,®* and have given evidence for the
interference between Ky — 7%+ 7~ decays and
and Kg — 7t +7~ decays, where the short-lived
Kg mesons are regenerated by matter in the
Kg beam.5"7 All of these experiments have
used the counter, spark-chamber technique.

We report here the results of a hydrogen
bubble-chamber investigation of Kg regener-
ation and K7, — 7"+ 7~ decay. In general our
results on the K7, ~ 7" + 7~ decay confirm those
of previous experiments. We have measured
the relative phase of the K7 — 7t +7~ and Kg
-~ 7t + 7~ amplitudes by using interference with
hydrogen-regenerated Kg mesons. The results
of this analysis are summarized in Table I.

We have exposed the 80-inch hydrogen bub-
ble chamber at the Brookhaven National Lab-
oratory AGS to a beam of K7 mesons produced
from a 7-BeV/c 7~ beam striking an alumin-
um target. The distance from the target to
the center of the bubble chamber was 31 feet.
The experimental arrangement is shown in
Fig. 1. Approximately 5 K7 mesons were in-
cident in the chamber per pulse, and about
190 000 pictures were taken of which about
£ have been analyzed.

The incoming momentum spectrum of the

Table I. Phase angle of 7, _ = (amplitude for K -7t
+7=)/ (amplitude for Kg—nt+77).

0=Mg.—Mg.
-0.5 s L+ 0.5
Argln;_] (—150+45)° (—230+45)°
Argn,_(E6+3) (=195 +45)° (—185+45)°
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neutral beam was determined from a study

of a sample of the decay, K; =m++m~ +7°,

in which both y rays from the decay of the

7° produce electron showers in a tantalum
plate located near the downstream end of the
bubble chamber. The incoming K7 momentum
spectrum ranges from 1 to 7 BeV/c, and is
peaked at about 5 BeV/c. For this report we
consider only events with momenta greater
than 2 BeV/c, since the analysis of Kg regen-
eration is simpler above the K-N resonance
region.

The total incoming K7, flux was determined
from the number of leptonic and 37 decays with
visible momenta greater than 2 BeV/c. The
total flux in about 120 000 pictures was about
600 000 K7, mesons with about 510000 above
2 BeV/c.

The regeneration in the hydrogen was deter-
mined by measuring decay events associated
with one-pronged interactions identifiable by
ionization as protons. Figure 2 shows the dif-
ferential cross section for this reaction as a
function of A2 the four-momentum transfer
to the proton, for those events with incoming
momenta greater than 2 BeV/c. The compar-
ison with the forward scattering amplitude
expected from calculations involving K*N and
KN total cross sections® is as follows: From
this experiment, we obtain

do_
dA?

>1/2 ={{Imf(0)}2+[Ref(0)]2}/2
AZ=Q

=(0.088+0.015)X 10! cm/BeV/c,

while the result from the optical theorem and
cross sections is

Imf(0)=(0.138+0.017)X10™*% cin/BeV /c.

We remark that because of the spread in in-
cident beam momentum, it is convenient to
define the scattering amplitude f such that | fI?
=do/dA? (rather than | f1?=do/dS). This com-
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FIG. 1. The experimental arrangement at the 80-inch bubble chamber.

parison indicates the absence of any substan-
tial real parts in the scattering amplitude for
Ky +P—Kg +P in hydrogen. The observed
cross section for this reaction for events with
K1, momenta above 2 BeV/c is 46.0+10.4 pb.
Several factors contributed to the effective
angular resolution of the beam direction: the
intrinsic measurement errors, about 1 mrad;
the finite size of the target, also about 1 mrad;
and a broadening due to scattering in the lead
vy-ray filter located approximately half-way
between the target and bubble chamber. Through
a careful study of the angular distribution of
the incoming K; meson as determined from
the hydrogen regeneration, we measured the
fraction of the beam scattered in the lead and
the spread in resolution caused by this scat-
tering. The resulting over-all angular reso-
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FIG. 2. Differential cross section: Ky +p—~Kg+p
in hydrogen for events with Pi,.=> 2 BeV/c.

lution is better than 10 mrad.

A potentially complicating feature of this
experiment is the regeneration of Kg mesons
in the $-inch stainless-steel window of the bub-
ble chamber. We cannot measure the window
regeneration amplitude adequately because
of leptonic background and statistics, but a
series of optical-model calculations, using
a Woods-Saxon nuclear density distribution,
measured cross sections with their errors,?
and real parts of up to 40% added to the strange-
ness +1 scattering amplitude, indicate that
the forward-regeneration intensity in the win-
dow, (dN/dA%)|pz_(, is not in excess of 2x10*
(BeV/c)~2. We have therefore reduced the
fiducial volume to a region of the chamber
(beginning at 50 cm from the window and ex-
tending for 102 cm) in which our results are
insensitive to changes in the window intensity
up to (AN /dA%)|pz2_ o=2%10* (BeV/c)™2

Figure 3 shows the angular distribution of
decays in the reduced fiducial volume with
visible momenta greater than 2 BeV/c, and
with the invariant mass of the visible tracks,
interpreted as pions, within +15 MeV of the
Kg mass. A peak in the forward direction
remains above all incoherent background.
Figure 3 also shows the same plot for those
decays with invariant mass from 15 to 30 MeV
above or below the Kg mass. The data in this
“off-mass” plot show no forward peak and are
explained on the basis of the leptonic decays
of the K; meson alone.

If there were no n*n~ dacay of the K; meson,
this peak would represent a 2.7-standard-de-
viation effect above the coherent and incoher-
ent backgrounds. The statistics clearly do
not allow an independent determination of the
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FIG. 3. Angular distribution of decays in the re-
duced fiducial volume with Pyig> 2 BeV/c. Top: The
invariant mass of the visible tracks, interpreted as
pions, within +15 MeV of the Kg mass. Bottom: The
invariant mass from 15 to 30 MeV above or below the
Kg mass.

rate K; ~n*+ 7~ or a demonstration of the
necessity of interference with regenerated
Kg—n*+7~. However, we take the point of
view that K7, =7t +7~ and interference with
regenerated Kg mesons are established»%”

and have tried to analyze our data for infor-
mation on the phase angle of the amplitude
ratio n, _, where

amplitude for KL -rtenT

n,..= ! n, - ! exp(zq)n) ~amplitude for KS —-qtyn”
We have constructed a likelihood function
that uses the known K; —~ 7"+ 7~ decay rate,’
the forward regeneration amplitude in hydro-
gen [AH exp(i<pH)] as determined in this experi-
ment, and the forward window-regeneration
intensity in the range (1 to 2)X10* (BeV/c)™2
In this analysis we have assumed that the win-
dow and hydrogen regeneration amplitudes are
functions solely of four-momentum transfer,
which is consistent with our data at momenta
above 2 BeV/c, above the K -N resonance re-
gion. The phase-angle differences between
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74+- and the window - and hydrogen-regener-
ated Kg amplitudes were allowed to vary. Fig-
ure 4 shows the results of the likelihood analy-
sis for (¢H—¢n), which gives the best fit to
the data at ((pH-cpn)z 240 deg, independent
of both the phase and magnitude of the window-
regeneration amplitude. Using the value ¢y
=90°, we obtain the results summarized in
Table I. We note that although the phase of
N,— is sensitive to the sign of the mass differ-
ence, the phase of n,__(i0 +%), where
b= MKS —MKL

in units of the decay rate of Kg, is essential-
ly independent of the sign of the mass differ-
ence. These results are in good agreement
with those of Fitch et al.,” who measured the
phase of n,_ for regeneration of Kg mesons
in beryllium, using optical-model calculations
to demonstrate the absence of real parts in
the forward Kg regeneration amplitude in be-
ryllium. As previously pointed out,”>%1° the
quantity n+_(i6 +3) is expected to be real if
the Al=3 rule and the TCP theorem are val-
id in the 777~ decay of the neutral K meson.

We wish to thank the liaison staff of the Brook-
haven AGS and the staff of the 80-inch bubble
chamber for their effort and cooperation in
setting up and carrying out this experiment.
It is a pleasure to thank J. Jensen, K. Lai,
and A. Thorndike of Brookhaven National Lab-
oratory and T. Ferbel of the University of
Rochester for their assistance in the early
phase of this experiment.
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SIGN OF THE n-p MASS DIFFERENCE*
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The problem of the n-p mass difference has
recently received new attention in the papers
of Dashen and Frautschi.! Their calculation
is unique in that it contains no obvious connec-
tion with previous field-theoretic estimates,?
and also in that it gives essentially the right
answer. We would like to point out that the
lack of success of the older calculations may
be due to an oversimplified treatment of the
strong interactions, which should not only pro-
vide realistic nucleon charge and moment dis-
tributions, but also a background against which
all weaker, electromagnetic mass shifts must
be measured.® This is because the masses
associated with strongly interacting fields are
determined by a nonlinear set of equations,
and any small input shift must be cycled through
this, or a related, set of nonlinear equations;
in principle, the output need have no obvious
relationship to the input. In the absence of elec-
tromagnetic interaction, the neutron and pro-
ton masses are degenerate. When the electro-
magnetic interaction is turned on, these mass-

es will be different, due to, e.g., the e? con-
tribution of the self-energy graph with inter-
mediate state consisting of a photon and nucle-
on. In addition to and because of this electro-
magnetic effect, the masses of the intermedi-
ate nucleon and pions, which enter into the
strong-interaction contribution to the nucleon
self-energy, are also shifted, and should be
taken into account when computing the n-p
mass difference.

It is convenient to make use of the Gell-Mann
and Low representation,* as used by Ida® in
the limit of isotopic symmetry,

S (@)

SRR P L TCA ST
+U ’

m-w 7TJSm w-w wiw

where the replacement w =iy+p yields the re-
normalized nucleon propagator in terms of
a positive, renormalized spectral function.
Barring Castillejo-Dalitz-Dyson zeroes, an
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