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We show that universal parity quantum computing employing a recently introduced constant depth
decoding procedure is equivalent to measurement-based quantum computation (MBQC) on a bipartite
graph using only yz-plane measurements. We further show that any unitary MBQC using only yz-plane
measurements must occur on a bipartite graph. These results have a number of consequences and open new
research avenues for both frameworks.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602

In the present era of pre-fault-tolerant quantum compu-
tation [1], there exists an array of theoretical proposals for
computation that display certain advantages and differing
levels of suitability for implementation on current physical
devices.
Parity quantum computation [2–7] refers to one such

proposal, initially based on quantum annealing [2]. The
universal parity computing framework [3] leverages the
properties of a certain type of quantum state encoding,
the parity encoding. This encoding maps an n-qubit logical
state onto nðnþ 1Þ=2 physical qubits, some of which obtain
parity information related to subsets of logical qubits.
Consequently, certain rotations acting locally on these parity
qubits translate to multiqubit logical rotations on the
corresponding subset [3]. The parity code is, in particular,
a stabilizer code [8,9] and many of the properties of the code
are well understood using the stabilizer formalism.
Stabilizer states and stabilizer codes are known to have a

canonical form, namely graph states [10,11] and graph
codes [12–14] respectively. Graph states form an important
class of highly entangled states that support measurement-
based quantum computation (MBQC) [15–20]. MBQC
is a well-known alternative to the quantum circuit model
driven by single qubit projective measurements instead of
unitary gates.
Recently, a proposal for measurement-based encoding

and decoding procedures were put forward for the parity
computing regime [21], demonstrating beneficial properties
in terms of their computational depth. Because of the close
connection between stabilizer codes and graph codes, an
investigation of the potential connections to MBQC is
warranted, which we initiate in this Letter.

After presenting the required background, we demon-
strate that every parity code is local Clifford equivalent to a
bipartite graph code (Proposition 1). Consequently, we
show that parity quantum computation with the measure-
ment-based decoding is MBQC where all measurements
are from the yz plane of the Bloch sphere, and where re-
entanglement and some local operations are allowed
(Theorem 1). We further show that any MBQC using only
yz-plane measurements and with input and output sets of
equal size must use bipartite graph states (Theorem 2). To
conclude, we briefly outline some consequences of these
results for both computing paradigms.
Background.—Parity quantum computing: A parity

quantum computation commences by encoding the com-
putational input state using the LHZ architecture [2] [see
Fig. 1(a)]. The computation proceeds by applying unitaries
from a native gate set for the parity encoding, such as that
outlined in [3], which largely consists of local rotations.
To finish, a decoding procedure returns the computational
output. Presently, we will focus on the parity encoding
procedure and universal gate set presented in [3] in
combination with the measurement-based decoding pro-
cedure outlined in [21].
The parity encoding procedure maps a state on n

logical qubits to a state on nðnþ 1Þ=2 physical qubits.
Following [3], we consider an LHZ layout where n physical
qubits (the “data” qubits) directly correspond to the n
logical qubits. The remaining N ¼ nðn − 1Þ=2 qubits will
be referred to as “parity” qubits. We denote the sets of data
and parity qubits by I and VnI, respectively.
Encoding consists of applying a sequence of CNOTS to an

input state jψi and the parity qubits, which are all initialized
to j0i. Letting C represent the set of control-target pairs, the
encoded state is

jLHZψi¼Uencj0i⊗N jψi¼
Y

ðc;tÞ∈C

CNOTðc;tÞj0i⊗N jψi: ð1Þ

Published by the American Physical Society under the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.
Further distribution of this work must maintain attribution to
the author(s) and the published article’s title, journal citation,
and DOI.

PHYSICAL REVIEW LETTERS 132, 220602 (2024)

0031-9007=24=132(22)=220602(5) 220602-1 Published by the American Physical Society

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2598-1656
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7815-7006
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9065-1565
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-05-28
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.132.220602
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Different constraint sets C can produce the same encoded
state. For example, C could contain only pairs where every
control is a data qubit and every target a parity qubit, which
may involve non-nearest neighbor interactions for a given
physical layout. Equivalently, it is possible to take C to
contain only nearest-neighbor CNOTS, where now some
control qubits are parity qubits [see, e.g., Fig. 1(a)]. The
compilation of a given parity code into a nearest-neighbor
layout is an interesting optimization problem and a topic of
ongoing research [5–7].
For each jψi, jLHZψi is a state in the parity codespace

for the given architecture. The stabilizer of the parity code
is generated by operators of the form

K0
ðij…kÞ ≔ Zðij…kÞ ⊗ Zi ⊗ Zj ⊗ … ⊗ Zk; ð2Þ

where the single subscripts i, j, etc., indicate data qubits
and the subscript ðij…kÞ indicates the parity qubit that
encodes the parity information of data qubits i, j and so on.
The operators K0

ðij…kÞ for all parity qubits are mutually

independent and generate the codespace. Note that often
each parity qubit is taken to encode the parity of just two
data qubits.
A benefit of this encoding consists in the ability to

implement diagonal multiqubit logical operations via single
qubit physical rotations. For example, applying a local Z
rotation to a parity qubit ðijÞ effectively applies a logical
Zi ⊗ Zj-rotation, from which a controlled-phase gate
between logical qubits i and j can be obtained via local
Z rotations on the corresponding data qubits [3]. For full
universal quantum computation, in conjunction with Z
rotations and controlled-phase gates, it suffices to be able to
implement a logical X rotation. For a data qubit i, this
can be done via a decoding sequence of CNOTS along all
parity qubits containing parity information about i, a local
X-rotation at data qubit i, and a re-encoding sequence of
CNOTS (see Ref. [3] for more details).
Until recently, the typical parity decoding procedures

involved applying the encoding sequence of CNOT gates in

reverse. In [21], an equivalent decoding procedure was
proposed involving local X measurements on parity qubits
followed by local Z operations conditional on measurement
outcomes. One benefit of this approach is that full and
partial decoding can be performed in constant-depth
regardless of the size of the architecture.
For this gate set and measurement-based decoding, a

unitary U applied to input state jψi in the parity regime can
be decomposed into a series of layers, where each layer
involves parity qubit rotations followed by decoding. For
notational simplicity, we consider full decoding in each
layer. Denoting the set of layers by L, the set of data qubits
by I and the set of parity qubits by VnI, the computation
can be written as

Ujψi¼
YL
l¼1

�
UðlÞ

dataðαðlÞ;ϕðlÞÞDðlÞ
decðθðlÞÞUencj0i⊗N

�
jψi; ð3Þ

where Uenc acts on both the ancilla j0i⊗N as well as the

qubits in I, DðlÞ
decðθðlÞÞ is the operator involving parity qubit

rotations and decoding for layer l given by

DðlÞ
dec

�
θðlÞ

�
≔ ⊗

ðij…kÞ∈VnI
hþðij…kÞjRZðij…kÞ

�
θðlÞðij…kÞ

� ð4Þ

and UðlÞ
dataðαðlÞ;ϕðlÞÞ is the product of local rotation on data

qubits for layer l given by

UðlÞ
data

�
αðlÞ;ϕðlÞ� ≔ ⊗

i∈ I
RXi

�
αðlÞi

�
RZi

�
ϕðlÞ
i

�
: ð5Þ

Note that the only distinction in the case of partial decoding

is that DðlÞ
dec contains measurements in some subset of VnI,

the ancilla prepared in j0i in the subsequent layer corre-
spond to the same subset, and the relevant Uenc is replaced

by Uðlþ1Þ
enc which applies only the appropriate CNOTS to re-

encode back to the full LHZ state.
Measurement-based quantum computing: Measurement-

based quantum computing (MBQC) [15–18] consists of

FIG. 1. (a) The parity encoding encodes an input state prepared on the data qubits (white circles). The gray circles denote parity qubits
prepared in j0i and CNOT gates are applied to data and parity according to the layout as shown. This parity code is equivalent to a graph
code for the bipartite graph shown in (b).
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three things: (i) a highly entangled graph state [10,11], (ii) a
sequence of single qubit projective measurements in certain
planes of the Bloch sphere, and (iii) classical, adaptive
corrections of future measurements conditioned on prior
measurement outcomes. Despite the indeterminacy of
quantum measurements, deterministic computation can be
performed, provided the sequence of measurements and
underlying graph state satisfy certain properties [22].
Graph states take their name from their connection to

mathematical graphs, where vertices correspond to qubits
and edges correspond to two-qubit gates. We consider here
graph states where a computational input state jψi can be
prepared on a selected subset of vertices, denoted I.
Let G be a graph with vertex set V and edge set Ẽ. Let

I ⊂ V be a set of distinguished vertices such that jIj ¼ n
and jVnIj ¼ N. Let jψi be a state in the Hilbert space
associated to the input vertices, HI . Let E denote the set of
edges that are not entirely contained in I. The graph state
with input is then

jGψi ≔
Y

fv;v0g∈E

CZv;v0 jψiIjþi⊗N: ð6Þ

For any input state jψi, the graph state with input is
invariant under the application of any operation in the set
fKv∶ v∈VnIg, where

Kv ≔ Xv ⊗ ZNG
v
; ð7Þ

with NG
v denoting the set of neighbors of vertex v in G and

ZNG
v
≔⊗v0 ∈NG

v
Zv0 . The Kv are all mutually independent

and the set fKv∶ v∈VnIg generates a 2n-dimensional
subspace of Hv, the graph codespace corresponding to G
(see, e.g., [12,14] for further details on graph codes [23]).
In the measurement-based regime, computation is driven

by single-qubit projective measurements restricted to the
xy, xz, and yz planes of the Bloch sphere. A given
computation is defined by one specific outcome for each
measurement, and the restriction to the given planes allows
for the correction of undesired outcomes via an effective
application of an appropriate stabilizer element (or products
thereof). However, even with these restrictions not every
sequence of measurements for a given graph state is
possible. The combination of graph state and measurements
that do allow for computation are well characterized by a
property called gflow which is known to be a necessary and
sufficient condition for deterministic MBQC [22] (see
Ref. [24] for the definition).
Results.—It is known that every stabilizer code is

equivalent to a graph code [13] (see also [25]). The
following is an instance of this result using the specific
properties exhibited by parity codes.
Proposition 1.—Every parity code is local Clifford

equivalent to a bipartite graph code, where all data qubits
are contained in one partition.

Proof.—A parity code is defined by a stabilizer gen-
erated by the operators K0

ðij…kÞ ¼ Zðij…kÞ ⊗ Zi ⊗ Zj ⊗
… ⊗ Zk for each parity qubit ðij…kÞ. The set of qubits
upon which these operators act includes only a single parity
qubit. Via conjugation by Hadamards on each parity
qubit, we obtain the local Clifford equivalent stabilizer
generated by Kðij…Þ ¼ Xðij…kÞ ⊗ Zi ⊗ Zj ⊗ … ⊗ Zk.
Since the Kðij…kÞ are of the form Xðij…kÞ ⊗ ZNG

ðij…kÞ
which

generate a graph code for a graph G with edges between
parity and data qubits. That is, each neighborhood NG

ðij…kÞ
contains only vertices corresponding to data qubits, which
enforces a parity qubit-data qubit bipartition. ▪
An example of this correspondence is shown in

Figs. 1(a) and 1(b). Note that there exist graph codes that
are not local Clifford equivalent to bipartite graph codes,
and hence are inequivalent to any parity code.
An immediate consequence of Proposition 1 is that, for

any jψi, we have

jLHZψ i ¼ ⊗
v∈VnI

HvjGψ i; ð8Þ

where G denotes the bipartite graph corresponding to the
parity code, I denotes the set of vertices corresponding to
data qubits and V is the set of all qubits. We will use VnI to
denote the set of parity qubits forthwith.
Consider the parity computation U described in Eq. (3).

For simplicity, let us first consider only the initial layer
l ¼ 1 and drop the parameters α, ϕ, and θ from the notation
since the following holds for all parameter values. Using
Eq. (8), we get that

Uð1Þ
dataD

ð1Þ
decUencj0i⊗N jψi ¼ Uð1Þ

dataD
ð1Þ
decHVnIjGψi; ð9Þ

where HVnI is shorthand for ⊗v∈VnI Hv. Both Dð1Þ
dec and

HVnI act on the same qubits and can be simplified as

Dð1Þ
decHVnI ¼ ⊗

v∈VnI
h0vjRXv

�
θð1Þv

�
: ð10Þ

The operator h0vjRXv
ðθð1Þv Þ is a measurement in the yz plane

of the Bloch sphere, and henceDð1Þ
decHVnIjGψ i is precisely a

measurement-based computation where all measurements
are restricted to that plane (the issue of measurement
corrections is covered below). Denote the output of the
first layer as jψ ð1Þi, which is the resultant state of applying

Uð1Þ
data to the output state of the MBQC. The remaining

computation is then given by

YL
l¼2

�
UðlÞ

dataD
ðlÞ
decUencj0i⊗N

�
jψ ð1Þi ð11Þ
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for which the above process can be repeated. We have thus
shown the following:
Theorem 1.—Universal parity quantum computing is

repeated measurement-based quantum computation using
yz-plane measurements, interleaved with local rotations.
It should be noted that typically, MBQC is done on a

fully pre-prepared graph state where input I and output O
are distinct. However, proposals for repeated MBQC which
de- and re-encode graph codes have been considered
previously [26]; see also [20] for a recent perspective.
In light of the above, it is prudent to demarcate the parity

computing regime with respect to the MBQC regime. One
could reasonably ask if there exist yz-only measurement-
based computations on graphs that are not bipartite.
However, the following theorem demonstrates that this
in fact not the case. The theorem also takes care of any
issues regarding correction of measurements (see Ref. [24]
for more details).
As mentioned above, MBQC on a graph stateG typically

includes specifying an input and output set of vertices,
denoted by I and O, respectively. For a deterministic
MBQC to produce a unitary transformation (as opposed
to an isometry), we require jIj ¼ jOj.
Theorem 2.—MBQC on a (simple, connected) graph G

with jIj ¼ jOj and using only yz-plane measurements is
deterministic if and only ifG is bipartite with I forming one
partition.
The proof makes use of technical lemmas related to

gflow which are proved along with the theorem in the
Supplemental Material [24].
Discussion.—This Letter has demonstrated that (i) parity

codes are local Clifford equivalent to bipartite graph codes,
(ii) as a consequence, parity quantum computing can be
understood as repeated MBQC where all measurements are
made in the yz plane, supplemented by local rotations, and
(iii) MBQC with equivalent input and output qubits and
using only yz-plane measurements must use a bipartite
graph state.
Interestingly, these results demonstrate that the universal

parity computing regime has effectively singled out yz-
plane unitary MBQC exactly. To the best of our knowledge,
the restriction to having equivalent input and output and
only yz measurements has not been considered before in
the MBQC literature. On the other hand, this is a restriction
of the full MBQC framework, which means that there is
ample scope for future investigation into what other aspects
of MBQC could be brought to bear on the parity computing
regime, and vice versa.
As this Letter connects two previously distinct bodies of

research, there are a number of consequences worth
mentioning here. First, our results provide insight into
recent research in the parity framework. In [21], it was
noted that the parity measurement-based encoding and
decoding procedures can be implemented in constant
depth regardless of architecture size. Since the decoding

procedure corresponds to measuring vertices in one parti-
tion of a bipartite graph, it is clear that all measurements can
be done simultaneously and corrected for in the other
partition. The encoding procedure can be understood as
measuring ancilla vertices of a larger graph state in the X
basis, which in particular produces the required bipartite
graph (see, e.g., [10,11] for a characterization of graph state
deformations under Pauli measurements). It is known that
all Pauli-measurements can be performed simultaneously in
MBQC [18].
Second, there are a number of potential avenues for future

research enabled by the results presented here. In theMBQC
literature, there existmultiparticle entanglement purification
protocols for bipartite graph states which exhibit favorable
error thresholds for realistic scenarios [27–29]. Having
demonstrated the prevalence of bipartite graph states in
the parity framework, similar techniques may be of benefit
for error mitigation in near-term implementations of parity
quantum computations. Furthermore, proposals for fault-
tolerant MBQC [30–33] and universal blind quantum
computation [34] could provide the foundation for fault-
tolerant and cryptographic implementations of the parity
framework. Conversely, developments related to quantum
optimization within the parity framework [35–37] could
inspire similar developments inMBQCwhere application to
optimization problems remains relatively unexplored. A
number of these avenues are already being pursued in
separate work.
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