
Highly Efficient Storage of 25-Dimensional Photonic Qudit
in a Cold-Atom-Based Quantum Memory

Ming-Xin Dong ,1,2,3,4 Wei-Hang Zhang,1,2 Lei Zeng,1,2 Ying-Hao Ye,1,2 Da-Chuang Li,4,* Guang-Can Guo,1,2,3

Dong-Sheng Ding ,1,2,3,† and Bao-Sen Shi1,2,3,‡
1Key Laboratory of Quantum Information, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, Anhui 230026, China

2Synergetic Innovation Center of Quantum Information and Quantum Physics, University of Science and Technology of China,
Hefei, Anhui 230026, China

3Hefei National Laboratory, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230088, China
4School of Physics and Materials Engineering, Hefei Normal University, Hefei, Anhui 230601, China

(Received 25 December 2022; accepted 16 November 2023; published 15 December 2023)

Building an efficient quantum memory in high-dimensional Hilbert spaces is one of the fundamental
requirements for establishing high-dimensional quantum repeaters, where it offers many advantages over
two-dimensional quantum systems, such as a larger information capacity and enhanced noise resilience. To
date, it remains a challenge to develop an efficient high-dimensional quantum memory. Here, we
experimentally realize a quantum memory that is operational in Hilbert spaces of up to 25 dimensions with
a storage efficiency of close to 60% and a fidelity of 84.2� 0.6%. The proposed approach exploits the
spatial-mode-independent interaction between atoms and photons which are encoded in transverse-size-
invariant vortex modes. In particular, our memory features uniform storage efficiency and low crosstalk
disturbance for 25 individual spatial modes of photons, thus allowing the storing of qudit states
programmed from 25 eigenstates within the high-dimensional Hilbert spaces. These results have great
prospects for the implementation of long-distance high-dimensional quantum networks and quantum
information processing.
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Introduction.—Quantum memories [1,2] that enable
quantum state storage and its on-demand retrieval are
essential requirements for quantum-repeater-based quantum
communication networks [3,4] and scalable quantum com-
putation [5]. High storage efficiency [6–8] plays an impor-
tant role in preserving quantum information and realizing
error correction in linear optical quantum computation [9].
Although quantum memory has been widely demonstrated
in conventional two-dimensional (or qubit) quantum sys-
tems, it is highly desirable to realize a high-dimensional
quantum memory since manipulating a photon in a high-
dimensional Hilbert space, i.e., qudit, provides many advan-
tages over the qubit systems in quantum information
processing. For example, qudits enable networks to carry
more information and increase their channel capacity via
superdense coding in quantum communication [10–12]; for
quantum cryptography, it has been shown that qudits can
provide a more secure flux of information against eaves-
droppers [13–16] since the upper bound of limited cloning
fidelity given by Fd

clon ¼ 1=2þ 1=ðdþ 1Þ scales inversely
with the dimension [10], and they also feature a better
resilience to noise [17,18]. Moreover, qudit systems allow
the simplification of quantum logic gates [19] and permit the
enhanced fault tolerance [20] in quantum computation. In
this regard, the capability to sufficiently store the qudit
resources with high efficiency is of crucial importance for

constituting high-dimensional networks so as to distribute
high-capacity information in long-distance quantum com-
munication and facilitate quantum computation.
Qubit memories have been widely demonstrated in many

schemes that usually encode photons in polarization
[6,7,21–23] degrees of freedom (d.o.f.). However, such
d.o.f. can only support the two-dimensional encodings
involved with the quantum memory operation. To build up
a qudit memory that can store high-dimensional informa-
tion, alternative d.o.f., such as time bin [24–27], and which
path [28–31], have been proposed in a variety of physical
systems. In particular, an energy-time entanglement with
multiple temporal modes in rare-earth-doped solid memory
[24] and a multiple path memory using Duan-Lukin-Cirac-
Zoller protocol [32] advance the development of multi-
mode memory. In addition, the photonic transverse spatial
mode, e.g., orbital angular momentum mode [33–41], has
attracted rapidly growing interest because of its advance of
inherent infinite dimensionality. The storage of these spatial
qutrit states with an efficiency of 20% using the electro-
magnetically induced transparency (EIT) scheme [42] and
efficiency of approximately 30% through the off-resonant
Raman protocol [39,43,44] have been reported. However,
to date, the effective quantum memory with high efficiency,
e.g., above 50%, is limited to two dimensions [6,7]. The
implementation of quantum memories both having high
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efficiency and supporting high dimensions is highly desir-
able but remains an open challenge.
There are two main challenges to realizing efficient high-

dimensional quantum memories. The first is to establish a
uniform light-matter interface to achieve identical efficien-
cies for different spatial modes. The imbalanced storage
efficiencies in storing different spatial modes will signifi-
cantly degrade the storage fidelity of the qudit state with the
increase of dimensionality. Taking the experiment using the
Laguerre-Gaussian (LG) mode as a case in point, the rapid
scaling of the mode waist in

ffiffiffiffi
m

p
(m is the number of

modes) [38] will lead to significant differences in light-
matter interactions for different modes, thus largely limiting
its applicability in higher-dimensional quantum storage.
The second challenge is to constitute a highly efficient
storage medium capable of storing as many multiple modes
as possible [45]. To achieve this, one needs to take into
account several physical parameters simultaneously in the
storage process, including the transverse spatial extent of
the storage medium, the waist size of the input modes, and
the optical depth (OD) of the medium [7,46]. Therefore, the
uniform and efficient storage of a large number of modes is
technically challenging.
Here, we demonstrate a high-dimensional quantum me-

mory working up to a 25-dimensional Hilbert space with a
storage efficiency of close to 60%, using the EIT protocol
[47–52] in a laser-cooled atomic ensemble. By constituting
a highly efficient spatial-mode-independent light-matter
interface where photons are encoded in a unique perfect
optical vortex (POV) mode [53] with invariant transverse
size, we are able to store a 25-dimensional qudit by map-
ping it onto the 25 balanced spatial modes at the center of
the storage medium, and coherently retrieve these compo-
nents with identical efficiencies via a control laser. The de-
monstrated high-dimensional quantum memory with high
efficiency herein is promising for high-capacity quantum
information processing.
Model and experimental setup.—Our memory scheme

based on spatial-mode-independent light-matter interaction
is involved with a three-level Λ-type atomic system, where
the signal field (with a Rabi frequency Ωp) drives the level
j1i to j3i, and the control field (with a Rabi frequency Ωc)
drives the level j2i to j3i (Fig. 1, dashed circle). The
dynamical evolution of the probe field under the slowly
varying envelope approximation can be described by the
Maxwell equation as follows:

�
1

c
∂

∂t
þ ∂

∂z

�
Ωp ¼ i

DeffΓ
2L

σ31; ð1Þ

where Γ denotes the decay rate of j3i, L is the length of the
medium, and σ31 represents the atomic coherence between
levels j1i and j3i. Deff ∝ Ntrg31L represents the effective
OD of an atomic ensemble, where we define an effective
atomic density Ntr while considering a structured light field

interacts with the storage medium in the transverse ori-
entation. g31 represents the photon-atom coupling coeffi-
cient between j1i and j3i. It can be observed from Eq. (1)
that Deff significantly affects the performance of storage,
and we derive the numerical relation between the storage
efficiency and OD by solving the Maxwell-Bloch equa-
tions [53].
For a spatial multimode quantummemory, it is necessary

to take into account the effective light-matter interaction
volume for different spatial modes. Here, we focus on the
coupling of the structure field with the storage medium in
the cross section, because the transverse extent of the
storage medium is a crucial parameter in determining the
capacity of multimode memory [45]. We assume the atomic
ensemble with a Gaussian distribution of the density in the
radial direction NtrðrÞ ¼ N0 exp½−r2=ð2σ2rÞ�. N0 refers to
the mean atomic density, and σr represents the half-width of
the atomic ensemble [53]. In this work, we propose a
scheme to establish a uniform light-matter interface for the
memory of a variety of modes via interacting the photons
encoded in the POV mode with the storage medium.
Theoretically, such spatial modes feature identical trans-
verse sizes for different m, and thus they are subject to the
same NtrðrÞ of atoms when they undergo the storage
process. The interaction strength between the desired
POV modes and medium is uniform, which manifests as
the same Deff and ultimately contributes to the same
storage efficiency for different m. Based on this mecha-
nism, we constitute a spatial-mode-independent quantum
memory for the further implementation of storage of high-
dimensional quantum states.
The experimental setup for a high-dimensional quantum

memory is schematically depicted in Fig. 1. The qudits
encoded in each spatial mode are formed on the basis of the
POVeigenstates jli (l is chosen from −12 to 12), which is
accomplished by means of a Fourier transformation of the
Bessel-Gaussian (BG) state. We initially prepare the BG
states by projecting the attenuated coherent states at the

FIG. 1. Schematic experimental setup. The qudit signal en-
coded in POV mode via SLM 1 and lens L1 is mapped into the
atomic ensemble for subsequent storage. Here, the signal and
control fields are both circularly polarized (σþ), and the control
field is beam expanded to have a waist of 4 mm to completely
cover the signal field at the center of medium.
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single-photon level onto a phase-only spatial light modu-
lator (SLM1) to shape the wave fronts of photons (Fig. 1,
top left). The phase patterns loaded on the SLM are
programmed by a combination of Bessel and Gaussian
functions. Lens L1 acting as a Fourier transformer is then
used to transform the BG states to the POV states, which
are subsequently mapped into the center of the atomic
medium for storage with the assistance of a carefully
aligned 4-f imaging system.
Performance of multimode quantum memory.—The key

to achieving multimode storage in our scheme is to exploit
the mode-independent light-matter interaction. To confirm
the accomplishment of this particular photon-atom inter-
face, we first measure the absorption spectra for a variety of
spatial modes, i.e., l∈ f−12;−6; 0; 6; 12g by scanning the
detuning of signal from −2π × 30 to þ2π × 30 MHz, as
depicted in Fig. 2(a). The nearly identical OD (∼200) for
various jli indicates that the interactions between POV
photons and atoms have hardly any correlation with their
mode number, thus allowing our memory to be capable of
carrying multiple spatial modes simultaneously. As shown
in Fig. 2(b), the spatial profiles of POV eigenstates with a
mean photon number of n ¼ 0.5 in the transverse orienta-
tion are detected by an intensified charge-coupled-device
camera (iStar 334T series, Andor) working at the single-
photon level. The calculated high values S of similarity [35]
between the input and retrieved states are 99.65%, 99.63%,
99.65%, 99.61%, and 99.54% for l ¼ −12;−6, 0, 6, 12,

respectively, implying a faithful quantum storage for POV
states.
Figure 2(c) shows the temporal waveforms of the input

(blue) and retrieved pulses (red) after a one-pulse-delay
storage time for various spatial modes. As can be seen, the
retrievals have almost the same waveforms for different
inputs, providing clear evidence that our memory exhibits
identical characteristics for different POV modes. To fully
analyze the capacity of this spatial multimode quantum
memory, we investigate the memory efficiencies of POV
eigenstates across the entire range (from −12 to 12) with a
step of Δl ¼ 1; see Fig. 2(d). Their approximately same
values at around 57% clearly illustrate that our memory
enables 25 spatial-mode storage with efficiency beyond
50%. Note that the overall storage-efficiency distributions
for different radial wave vectors kr [53] in a wider mode
range are shown in Fig. 3(a). Figure 2(e) gives the
experimental crosstalk between the 25 orthogonal bases
after retrieval. The average contrast [53] given by C ¼
1=25

P
m Cm is estimated to be 92.4� 1.6%, thereby

revealing a low overlap noise between orthogonal spa-
tial modes.
In multimode memory, the uniform storage efficiency for

each POVeigenstate plays a crucial role in high-dimensional
storage. We consider a high-dimensional quantum super-
position state with the dimensionality of d, i.e., the so-called
qudit state jψiinput ¼ 1=

ffiffiffi
d

p ðjl1i þ jl2i þ � � � þ jldiÞ as in-
put. The retrieved state after storage can be written as
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FIG. 2. Performance of spatial multimode quantum storage. (a) Measured absorption spectra for various spatial modes versus the
signal detuning from the atomic resonance j1i → j3i, where the relative computer-controlled holograms loaded on the surface of SLM1
are illustrated in the top right. (b) Transverse intensity distributions of various modes recorded at the imaging plane of the second 4-f
imaging system before (left) and after (right) storage. (c) Temporal waveforms of input (blue) and retrieved (red) pulses with temporal
lengths of about 500 ns for different modes. (d) Storage efficiencies versus the quanta of the POV mode. The shaded area represents the
maximum fitted value that has been expected, with a span of 1(σ). (e) 25 × 25 input-retrieved crosstalk matrix formed by the basis set
from l ¼ −12 to 12.
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jψiretrieval ¼ 1=

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
Xd
m¼1

η2m

vuut ðη1jl1i þ η2jl2i þ � � � þ ηdjldiÞ

ð2Þ

where η1;…; ηd denote the storage efficiency for the
corresponding eigenmodes. jψiretrieval can be further sim-
plified to η=

ffiffiffi
d

p ðjl1i þ jl2i þ � � � þ jldiÞ if η1;…; ηd are
all equal to a constant represented by η. In this case, the
storage efficiency of the qudits has no dependence on the
dimensionality d, as displayed by the results in Fig. 3(b).
Thus, our memory allows storing arbitrarily dimensional
qudits with the same efficiency even when d is up to 25.
Storage fidelity is a critical performance parameter that

has to be taken into account in quantum memory. For the
storage of a qudit in terms of multiple spatial modes, its
fidelity is extremely sensitive to the uniformity of the
storage efficiency for the internal orthogonal states. For
simplicity, we consider the case of quantum states with
d ¼ 2, as shown in Fig. 3(c), where a parameter κ1 is
defined as the ratio of storage efficiencies between jl1i and
jl2i, i.e., κ1 ¼ η2=η1. It can be found that the imbalanced
atomic storage (κ1 ≪ 1) would largely reduce the fidelity,
as estimated by the formula F ¼ ½Trð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

ρT
p

ρretrieval
ffiffiffiffiffi
ρT

pp Þ�2,
where ρT and ρretrieval represent the density matrices
corresponding to the target and retrieval states. In Fig. 4(a),
we reconstruct the retrieved density matrices using the
quantum state tomography (QST) method for a set of qubit
states constituted by the chosen eigenstates (e.g., j0i, j12i,

j5i, j6i are chosen herein) after storage. The average
fidelity of 95.8% without any corrections is in good
agreement with the theoretical expectation, and the mea-
sured single-photon interference fringes [Fig. 4(b)] with an
average visibility of 92.3% demonstrate that the coherence
between two components of the qubits is well preserved
during storage.
In analogy to the case of d ¼ 2, Fig. 3(d) illustrates the

effect of efficiency uniformity between internal modes on
the fidelity for d ¼ 3, where κ2 is defined as η3=η1. To
obtain a high fidelity, κ1 and κ2 should both approach unity.
In Fig. 4(c), we randomly choose three eigenvectors in the
range from j − 12i to j12i to prepare the high-dimensional
states for storage. The high mean fidelity is measured to be
96.4% owing to κ1 ≈ κ2 ≈ 1. Note that these results can
hardly be obtained in those experiments [38] using conven-
tional vortex modes (e.g., the LG mode) because of the
inevitable nonuniform efficiency for different spatial
modes. Moreover, we characterize the retrieved state of
jψ2i for d ¼ 5, and the raw fidelity reaches 90.7� 0.7%
[53] (the error bar is estimated from Poissonian statistics
and using Monte Carlo simulations). All of these exper-
imental results indicate our memory capability of storing
multiple-mode-encoded qudit states programmed from 25
eigenvectors.
We now turn to study the capability of our memory to

store a 25-dimensional quantum state. The main challenge
of achieving the storage of a 25-dimensional qudit state is
to preserve the identical memory efficiency for each mode,
thus preventing the decay of coherence between 25 spatial
modes during the storage process. Here, a 25-dimensional
qudit state jΨi given by a coherent superposition of 25

(a)

(c)

(b)

(d)

FIG. 3. Characteristics of high-dimensional storage. (a) Distri-
butions of storage mode bandwidth for different radial wave
vectors kr ¼ 1, 5, 10, where the kr of 5 is used in the context.
(b) Qudit states with d ¼ 2, 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 (see particular
expressions in Ref [53]) versus storage efficiency. (c) Numerical
simulation of two-dimensional fidelity as a function of the
storage-efficiency uniformity κ1. (d) Theoretical analysis of
fidelity versus κ1 and κ2 in the case of a qudit with d ¼ 3.

FIG. 4. Demonstration of the storage of quantum states pro-
grammed by the chosen quanta. (a) Reconstructed real and
imaginary parts of density matrices of the retrieved quantum
states with d ¼ 2 in different subspaces. (b) Single-photon
interference fringes for different states. (c) Reconstructed density
matrices of the retrieved qudits with d ¼ 3 in arbitrarily selected
subspaces. The upper panel illustrates the spatial profiles of the
corresponding quantum states before and after storage. The mean
number of photons per pulse here is n ¼ 0.5.
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individual spatial modes from j − 12i to j12i is prepared for
the demonstration of 25-dimensional qudit storage, which
is represented as

jΨi ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffi
25

p
Xþ12

l¼−12
jli: ð3Þ

To fully characterize the retrieved state, we perform the
high-dimensional QST [53,63], where the real and imagi-
nary parts of the reconstructed density matrix without
(with) background correction are plotted in the logical
basis of fj − 12i; j − 11i; j − 10i;…; j12ig, as shown in
Figs. 5(a) and 5(b) [Figs. 5(c) and 5(d)], respectively. The
raw fidelity between the retrieved states and ideal state is
estimated to be 72.8� 0.6%, where the imperfection
fidelity is mainly caused by the dark counts of the detector
and residual control laser leakage. After the subtraction of
the dark counts, the fidelity reaches 84.2� 0.6%, far
exceeding the classical limit of 9.2% for mean photon
number n ¼ 0.5 with dimensionality of 25 [53], where the
memory efficiency of state jψ6i equal to 60% is taken into
account. Note that the residual fidelity is primarily due to
the noise from the control laser and imperfections in the
qudit preparation and measurement. All of the above results
clearly beat the classical benchmark, thus demonstrating
the quantum character of 25-dimensional memory
implementation.

Conclusion.—In summary, we have experimentally dem-
onstrated the efficient quantum storage for high-dimensional
quantum states with d up to 25 using the POV modes of
photons. The reported high-dimensional quantum memory
with a storage efficiency of close to 60% is beneficial for
quantum information applications. Remarkably, the dimen-
sionality of this memory is scalable to as high as 100 through
further optimization of the waist of POV modes [53], thus
presenting a clear route to the scalability of dimensions. In
addition, our multimode memory is also promising for the
compatibility with fiber-based quantum information transfer
systems, which are capable of spatially structured photon
transmission [64,65]. The high-dimensional quantum
memory demonstrated herein gives a great perspective for
the practical high-capacity and long-distance quantum com-
munication networks.
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