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Synchronization and frequency locking between remote mechanical oscillators are of scientific and
technological importance. The key challenges are to align the oscillation frequencies and realize strong
nonlinear interaction of both oscillators to a common carrier capable of long-distance transmission. Here,
we experimentally realize the all-optical synchronization between two different optomechanical systems, a
microsphere and a microdisk. The mechanical oscillation of the microsphere induced by the radiation
pressure is loaded onto the pump laser via the optomechanical interaction, which is directly transmitted
through a 5-km-long single-mode fiber to excite the mechanical oscillation of the microdisk. By finely
tuning both the optical and mechanical frequencies of the two microresonators, the oscillation of the
microdisk is injection locked to the microsphere, resulting in a synchronized phase relation of the two
systems. Our results push a step forward the long-distance synchronization network using optomechanical
microresonators.
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Introduction.—Synchronization of different oscillators is a
ubiquitous phenomenon in nature and has been widely
studied for potential applications in revolutionized timing
technologies, signal processing and microwave communica-
tion [1–6]. The nano- and micromechanical oscillators can
interact at the micron scale via an electronic coupling or a
physical connection to realize the synchronization [7–14].
The optomechanical systems, driven by the radiation
pressure, are good candidates due to the high oscillation
frequency, miniaturized size, and low-power threshold
[15–20] for the long-distance all-optical synchronization
[21]. However, many all-optical synchronizations have been
observed in linearly coupled or dissipatively coupled micro-
resonator arrays on the integrated chip [22–25], yet the
oscillators are separated by only the order of micro-
meters, which has limited applications in synchronization
networks.
Despite the natural advantage of an optomechanical

system that links mechanical oscillators to photons, exper-
imental realization of the synchronization of remote opto-
mechanical systems is challenging. First, due to the optical
and mechanical dispersion and the unavoidable statistical
variations in fabrication processes, it is difficult to simulta-
neously align both the optical and mechanical modes in
different systems, especially for oscillators with different
structures and materials. Things even get worse as detri-
mental thermal and nonlinear effects arise under operation
by lasers [25–29]. Second, the amplitude of the mechanical
oscillation decays during the transmission with inevitable

optical loss, which limits the distance of synchronization.
The master-slave locking scheme for separated optome-
chanical oscillators has been put forward by converting the
light to rf signals and reloading the mechanical oscillation
to the laser via the electro-optic modulators [30], during
which the mechanical oscillation amplitude can be ampli-
fied to compensate the optical loss. However, the incoher-
ent detection process destroys the phases of the oscillations
and also is difficult for high-frequency oscillators.
In this Letter, we demonstrate the all-optical synchroniza-

tion between a microdisk and a microsphere separated 5 km
apart with a single coherent laser. Because of the thermal-
optic and optical spring effect [31,32], we overcome
the challenges in the simultaneous alignment of both the
optical and mechanical modes in different optomechanical
systems. Then, a coherent laser is used to drive the micro-
sphere above the self-oscillation threshold, and the generated
sideband tone together with the residue pump are guided to
themicrodisk through a 5-km-long fiber for injection locking
to the microsphere. The phase locking is characterized by the
power spectral density of the output fields and the trajectories
in the phase space for both oscillators. Our work holds the
promise of constructing long-distance synchronization net-
works of optomechanical systems.
Principle of synchronization.—Figure 1(a) illustrates

two cascaded microresonators with small mechanical and
optical frequency mismatches connected by an optical
fiber. The optomechanical interaction of the two systems
[21] both follow the Hamiltonian (ℏ ¼ 1)
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H ¼ ωa;ia
†
i ai þ ωb;ib

†
i bi þ ℏgia

†
i aiðbi þ b†i Þ; ð1Þ

where i ∈ f1; 2g represents the first and second optome-
chanical resonators, respectively. a†ðb†Þ and aðbÞ are the
optical (mechanical) creation and annihilation operators of
the corresponding microresonator. ωa;i and ωb;i are the
frequencies of the corresponding optical and mechanical
modes, and g is the vacuum optomechanical coupling rate.
Because of the causality, the second resonator does not
influence the first resonator for negligible backscattering.
Therefore, a single mechanical system can be solved
independently following the common approaches in pre-
vious works [15] except for different inputs. Under blue-
detuned drive on the optical mode, the effective interaction
Hamiltonian in both mechanical systems reduces to (see the
Supplemental Material [33])

Heff ¼ Δaa†aþ ωbb†bþ ðgeffa†b† þ g�effabÞ; ð2Þ

where we have neglected the subscript i, and Δa¼ωa−ωp

is the frequency detuning with ωp being the frequency of
the pump field, geff ¼ gα, with α being the amplitude of the
optical mode normalized in photon number. It describes the
parametric photon-phonon pair generation process, which
is similar to the widely studied optical parametric oscil-
lation. This process takes place spontaneously due to the
vacuum and thermal noises in both the optical and
mechanical modes, which we refer to as PE in the
following. Above the phonon-lasing threshold, the intra-
cavity photon number of the pump laser is clamped to αth
while a sideband tone is generated, leading to the oscil-
lation of the mechanical oscillator. The frequency of the
sideband tone ωs ≈ ωp − ωb;1 depends on not only the

mechanical frequency of the microsphere but also the
frequency and strength of the pump field.
Through the optical fiber, the residual pump and gen-

erated sideband with the frequency of ωp and ωs are
injected into the second resonator. Similarly, the pump laser
also drives the parametric interaction in Eq. (2). What is
different, in addition to the PE process, is that the sideband
generated by the first system also stimulates the photon-
phonon pair generation process (SE). The SE process
generates mechanical phonons with frequency exactly
equal to that of the first oscillator, contrary to the broadband
spectrum by noise-induced PE. The stronger the sideband
amplitude, the higher the stimulated photon numbers. The
two processes both consume the pump photons and thus
compete with each other.
To see this process more explicitly, the power spectrum of

the optical field inside the second cavity (except the pump) is
derived as (see Supplemental Material for details [33])

SaðωÞ ¼ ha†ðωÞaðωÞi

¼ 2κa;1jξ−b j2ε2s
jξþa ξ−b − g2jαj2j2 δðΔs − ωÞ

þ 1

2π

2κbg2jαj2ðnth þ 1Þ
jξþa ξ−b − g2jαj2j2 ; ð3Þ

where Δs ¼ ωs − ωp is the relative detuning between the
two frequency components in the output of the microsphere,
ξ�a ¼∓ iðωa − ωp ∓ ωÞ − κa, ξ�b ¼∓ iðωb ∓ ωÞ − κb,
and εs is proportional to the amplitude of the sideband from
the first cavity. The first term represents the contribution of
the SE process and only has a nonvanishing value when the
frequency equals the input ωs. The broadband spectrum in
the second term is attributed to the PE process, which
becomes narrow with the increase of the intracavity ampli-
tude α. The two processes compete with each other through
the backaction to the intracavity amplitude α of the pump
field by the parametric interaction in Eq. (2). The presence of
εsmodifiesα in the denominator of Eq. (3) and the efficiency
of PE is suppressed. For weak εs, the modification is small,
the PE is still significant, and one obtains the unlocked state
[Fig. 1(b)]. Whereas for large sideband amplitude εs and
small frequency difference between the sideband and ωb;2,
the backaction from SE to α strongly suppresses the PE, and
SE dominates the parametric process [Fig. 1(c)], manifest-
ing the mechanism of injection locking [34].
Experimental verification.—The experiment setup is

illustrated in Fig. 2. With a tapered fiber, the pump laser
around 1558 nm was coupled into the microsphere to excite
the mechanical oscillation. Because of the optomechanical
interaction, the out-coupled light was modulated by the
mechanical vibration. Then a beam splitter was used to
extract 1% portion of the light to the detector PD1 for the
characterization of the optical and mechanical modes of the
microsphere, and the remaining 99% portion was guided
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FIG. 1. All-optical synchronization by optomechanical injec-
tion locking. (a) Illustration of two cascaded optomechanical
systems driven by a monochromatic laser. The sideband gen-
erated by the first system serves as the seed for the injection
locking of the second system. For simplicity, only the strongest
sideband generated by the optomechanical interaction is illus-
trated. (b),(c) Typical power spectral density of the second cavity
at unlocked and locked states, respectively.
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through a standard single-mode fiber (12 m or 5 km) and
coupled into the second microresonator, e.g., an on-chip
microdisk, through another tapered fiber. The output field
from the microdisk was then guided to the detector PD2
after attenuation. All experiments were performed at room
temperature, and both optomechanical systems were placed
in the cleaning chambers to reduce the interference of the
contaminants and the perturbation of air.
The silica microsphere with a diameter of 38.7 μm was

fabricated using a CO2 laser. The loaded Q factor of the
pumped optical mode is 3.56 × 107, while the mechanical
frequency is ωb;1=2π ≈ 120.49 MHz, with a damping rate
of κb;1=2π ≈ 110.4 kHz. The silicon microdisk with a
radius of 20.88 μm was chosen to match the mechanical
frequency of the microsphere. The loaded Q factor of the
pumped mode is 5.12 × 104, and the mechanical frequency
is ωb;2=2π ≈ 120.90 MHz, which is only slightly deviated
from ωb;1 for the synchronization. The damping rate of the
mechanical resonance is κb;2=2π ≈ 30.9 kHz. In addition,

for the all-optical synchronization of different optomechan-
ical systems, the resonant frequencies of optical modes in
both optomechanical systems should be also tuned to match
each other for the simultaneous near-resonant excitation on
both cavities from the pump laser [35]. By scanning the
pump laser through the optical modes, we obtained an
appropriate region of two microresonators to match these
requirements due to the thermal-optic effect [36], as shown
in the dot boxes of Fig. 2(b) (see Supplemental Material
[33]). The corresponding mechanical frequency variations
are depicted in Fig. 2(c). Because of the optical spring
effect of the mechanical vibrations [31,32], the mechanical
frequencies of these microresonators change with different
directions when the pump laser is scanning through the
microresonators because of the different coupling regimes
[31,32]. In the range of the red and the green regions in
Figs. 2(b) and 2(c), the mechanical frequency difference
could be tuned inside the injection locking range; therefore,
two microresonators could vibrate at the same frequency
with a fixed phase relation [21].

(a)

(b) (c)

FIG. 2. (a) Schematic of the long-distance optomechanical synchronization setup. Two different kinds of optomechanical systems are
driven through the pump laser around 1558 nm. A probe laser around 1625 nm is used to detect the mechanical vibration of the
microdisk and confirm the realization of synchronization. FPC, fiber polarization controller; PD, photodetector; WDM, wavelength-
division multiplexing. (b) The typical transmissions of the optical modes under thermal-optic and optomechanical effects, when the
pump laser is scanning through the resonances of microsphere (upper) and the microdisk (bottom) individually. (c) The relevant
mechanical frequency during the scanning process of (b). The boxes show the appropriate optical and mechanical frequencies for the
synchronization.
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Figure 3(a) shows the dynamic evolution of the power
spectrum detected by PD2 as the pump laser simultane-
ously coupled into the microresonators and scanning from
1558.822 to 1558.922 nm when two optomechanical
systems separated with the single-mode fiber of 12 m.
Because of the loss of optical elements, the power of the
laser field decreases from 33.3 mW at the microsphere to
18.57 mW (∼2.5 dB) at the microdisk, which is still strong
enough for the phonon-lasing threshold. At the beginning,
the lasing frequency difference between the two resonators
is too large so that the down-converted light from the
microsphere cannot suppress the noise-induced spontane-
ous emission in the microdisk, and we observed multiple
peaks in the detector PD2. In this regime, there is no fixed
phase relation between the phonon lasers, since the two
resonators experience independent vacuum and thermal
noises. By further reducing the lasing frequency difference,
the SE successfully suppresses the PE and the power
spectrum of the output field reduces to a single peak,
demonstrating that two resonators vibrate at a synchronized

frequency [Fig. 3(a)]. In addition, it should be pointed out
that the synchronization has taken place when the mechani-
cal frequencies close enough due to the optical spring
effect, which also breaks the requirement because of the
opposite shifting. Finally, as shown in the upper region of
Fig. 3(a), the system can go out of the injection locking
range and lose the synchronization state with further
increase of the pump wavelength.
Figures 3(b) and 3(c) show the typical power spectral

densities (PSDs) of the nonsynchronization and synchro-
nization states from Fig. 3(a). In the nonsynchronized case,
two sidebands with different frequencies can be generated
by the two optomechanical interactions (Fig. 1), which
further mix with each other by the four-wave mixing in the
resonator and leads to a comblike output field with multiple
frequency components [Fig. 3(b)]. When two mechanical
systems are synchronized, the spectrum shows only one
remarkable mechanical vibration frequency, i.e., the
mechanical vibration frequency of the microsphere, and
the noise background of spontaneous emission from the
microdisk is orders of magnitude weaker. This electronic
spectrum agrees pretty well with the optical spectrum in
Fig. 1(c), demonstrating the response of the microdisk is
injection locked to the microsphere.
It should be noted that each microresonator contains

plenty of resonant modes, which all interact with the same
mechanical mode. Once the microdisk is synchronized to
the microsphere, any probe fields on the modes of the
microdisk will be modulated by the mechanical vibration.
To further confirm the process of the synchronization, we
probe the microdisk with a laser around 1625 nm and
measure the optical field at PD3, which is enabled by
two wavelength-division multiplexers (1550=1620 nm).
Figures 3(d) and 3(e) show the PSD signals from PD3,
corresponding to the nonsynchronization and synchroniza-
tion states, respectively. Since the 1550 and 1625 nm
optical modes interact with each other by cross-phase-
modulation, the multifrequency components’ oscillation in
the 1550 nm band can be transferred to 1625 nm, gen-
erating the multiple peaks in Fig. 3(d). These results
unambiguously demonstrate that the mechanical oscillation
of the microdisk was actually injection locked to the
microsphere.
To get insight into the dynamical behavior of the

synchronization, we directly measured the phase locking
of the optomechanical systems by simultaneously tracking
the trajectory of three detectors with a four-channel
oscilloscope. As shown in Figs. 3(f) and 3(g), the phases
of two microresonators can be extracted independently
from the signals of PD1, PD2, and PD3, respectively. In the
nonsynchronization case, the phase portraits cover a
full rectangle as shown in Fig. 3(f) due to the strong PE
in the microdisk. With properly reduced detuning, the
optomechanical interaction is dominated by the SE induced
by the seeding photons from the microsphere. The regular
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FIG. 3. Experimental results show the synchronization of the
two optomechanical systems separated with the single-mode fiber
of 12 m. (a) The dynamic evolution of the power spectrum
detected by PD2 as the pump laser simultaneously coupled into
the microresonators. (b),(c) The typical power spectral density
with the pump laser of the nonsynchronization and synchroniza-
tion states by PD2. (d),(e) The typical power spectral density with
the probe laser of the nonsynchronization and synchronization
states by PD3. (f),(g) Phase portraits of the optomechanical
oscillations (f) before and (g) after synchronization.
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trajectory clearly demonstrates the synchronization of
frequencies and phases between the two oscillations
[Fig. 3(g)]. The slight deviation of the portrait from an
ellipsoidal shape is due to the integer multiples of the
mechanical frequency generated by the four-wave mixing
between the pump and sideband. The trajectory can be
made more pronounced by increasing the seeding signals
from the first oscillator to further suppress the PE.
Long-distance synchronization.—In future applications

of the optomechanical system networks, the synchroniza-
tion of remote oscillators by all-optical fiber links is
necessary. The main challenge is the loss of transmission
in the long single-mode fiber. If the fiber is so long that the
loss attenuates the amplitude of the sideband tone from the
microsphere to a very weak value, PE in the second
resonator cannot be sufficiently suppressed. Here, we
demonstrate the all-optical and long-distance synchroniza-
tion between two mechanical oscillators linked by a
5 km fiber.
In this experiment, the input power decreases from 39.7 to

13.8 mW after the 5 km fiber, corresponding to a loss of
4.6 dB. It is pointed out that the higher optical power
decreases observably after longer fibers due to the strong
nonlinear effect in the fiber. Figure 4(a) shows the dynamic
evolution of the PSDdetected byPD2 as the pump laser scans
around 1558.7 nm. With reduced pump detuning, the system
evolves from the nonsynchronization state to the synchroni-
zation state, and finally back to the nonsynchronization state.
The phase relations between the two resonators detected
by PD1, PD2, and PD3 are presented in Figs. 4(b)
and 4(c), corresponding to the nonsynchronization and
synchronization phenomenon, respectively. The advantage
of the all-optical method is that the pump and sideband go

through the same fiber channel, thus the synchronization is
robust against fluctuations of the fiber. For synchronization in
longer distances, even though the loss of fibers limits the
lower-power transfer efficiencies, the synchronization can be
also realized by amplifying the sideband using gain compo-
nents, such as gain fibers and optical parametric amplifiers.
Discussion.—In this Letter, we demonstrate the all-

optical long-distance synchronization between the
mechanical oscillators in a microsphere and a microdisk.
By utilizing the thermal-optic and spring effects, we
simultaneously tune the frequencies of the optical modes
and mechanical modes in both resonators to match each
other. Inside the injection locking range, we realize the
synchronization between the microsphere and the micro-
disk over a 5-km-long fiber with only one drive laser. The
phase locking is characterized by the power spectral density
of the output field and the trajectory in the phase space. The
long-distance and all-optical synchronization demonstrated
in our experiment promises the construction of complex
synchronization optomechanical systems networks using
the current fiber network [20], which might find applica-
tions in optical communications and clock synchronization.
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