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The spin polarization in nonmagnetic materials is conventionally attributed to the outcome of spin-orbit
coupling when the global inversion symmetry is broken. The recently discovered hidden spin polarization
indicates that a specific atomic site asymmetry could also induce measurable spin polarization, leading to a
paradigm shift in research on centrosymmetric crystals for potential spintronic applications. Here,
combining spin- and angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy and theoretical calculations, we report
distinct spin-momentum-layer locking phenomena in a centrosymmetric, layered material, BiOI.
The measured spin is highly polarized along the Brillouin zone boundary, while the same effect almost
vanishes around the zone center due to its nonsymmorphic crystal structure. Our work demonstrates the
existence of momentum-dependent hidden spin polarization and uncovers the microscopic mechanism of
spin, momentum, and layer locking to each other, thus shedding light on the design metrics for future
spintronic materials.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevLett.127.126402

Introduction.—Strategies for generating and controlling
highly spin-polarized electronic states in nonmagnetic solids
havebeen explored extensively, taking a crucial step towards
the realization of novel spintronic devices [1–6]. It is
generally believed that such processes require breaking
the space inversion symmetry. This is because a combination
of both time-reversal and inversion symmetries inevitably
yields spin-degenerate energy levels; further, a spin splitting
induced by the spin-orbit coupling (SOC)Hamiltonian [7] is
typically classified as the Dresselhaus type [8] or Rashba
type [9], according to the specific form of inversion
symmetry breaking. Recently published studies have indi-
cated that local symmetry breaking (e.g., polar field) within
a part of a unit cell (termed as a “sector”) can intrinsically
lead to a form of “hidden spin polarization” (HSP) in most
centrosymmetric crystals [10,11]. The global inversion
symmetry ensures the existence of an inversion counterpart
for a given sector, manifesting exactly opposite HSP and
thus leading to spin-degenerate energy bands in the momen-
tum space. However, in the real space, there are indeed spin
polarizations localized on both sectors [11–14]. Instead of
the arbitrary choices of sector partition in a centrosymmetric

system (the wave function basis according to different
choices of sectors can be connected by a unitary trans-
formation), when an individual part is predominantly
detected by the probe, the partition of the whole unit cell
into sectors is naturally selected. As a result, the choice for
the sector could be a van derWaals layer (e.g., in bulkWSe2
[15]), a sublattice [16], or even an atomic layer (e.g., Se in the
PtSe2 monolayer [17]), and the corresponding HSP effect
can bemeasured by spin- and angle-resolved photoemission
spectroscopy (spin-ARPES) [15,17–24] as well as by
polarized optical measurements [25–27]. Hence, the exper-
imental evidence of HSP have been reported based on
various layered materials such as bulk and monolayer
transition metal dichalcogenides [15,17,18,22], BaNiS2
[20], LaO0.55F0.45BiS2 [23], and Bi2212 cuprate super-
conductor [24].
Exploring different quantum materials with strong HSP

effects could considerably expand the choice ofmaterials for
nonmagnetic spintronic devices. However, while the local
symmetry breaking in the real space is the essential
characteristic of the HSP, its underlying physics, involving
themicroscopicmechanismof theway the spin,momentum,
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and sector lock to each other, remains elusive. Recent
theoretical works predicted that the magnitude of the
HSP effect is distinct around the Brillouin zone (BZ) center
and the BZ boundary [16]. Here, by using systematic spin-
ARPES measurements, we have investigated the electronic
structure and particularly, the spin polarization of a single
crystal BiOI with nonsymmorphic symmetry. We have
observed up to 80% net spin polarization along the BZ
boundary (X −M) but almost zero net spin polarization
aroundΓ, indicating a uniquemomentum dependence of the
HSP effect. Our tight-binding (TB)model, as well as density
functional theory (DFT) calculations, revealed that in con-
trast to the Γ point, the nonsymmorphic symmetry mini-
mizes the spin compensation between adjacent sectors at the
BZ boundary, thus successfully retaining the local spin
polarization of each sector. Our findings reveal the delicate
interplay between spin-momentum-sector locking and sym-
metry protection in HSP systems, thus shedding light on the
possibility of all-electrical manipulation.
Electronic structure.—BiOI is an ideal semiconductor,

with the Fermi level being easily tunable by doping; there-
fore, it has been extensively used in the visible light photo-
catalysis studies [28]. BiOI has a tetragonal crystal structure
with a centrosymmetric space group P4=nmm containing
nonsymmorphic operations of a glide mirror fMzjð12 ; 12 ; 0Þg
and two screw axes fC2xjð12 ; 0; 0Þg, fC2yjð0; 12 ; 0Þg. The
inversion center is located in the middle of two inequivalent
O atoms (site point group D2d), while the Bi and I atoms
occupy the noncentrosymmetric polar siteswith the site point

group C4v. The polyhedrons coordinated by Bi and I atoms
are intersected by the O plane. Hence, the quasi-2D unit cell
is divided into two sectors α and β, respectively, as shown in
Fig. 1(a). The global centrosymmetric structure creates
opposite local polar fields along the c axis felt by each
BiI layer, which is a prerequisite for the HSP effect [16].
The BZ and DFT-calculated electronic structures of BiOI

with SOC are shown in Figs. 1(b) and 1(c) [29]. The
valence band maximum (VBM) is close to the X point. It is
noticeable that at the points X and M, the glide reflection
symmetry fMzjð12 ; 12 ; 0Þg anticommutes with the inversion
operator, leading to an extra twofold degeneracy between
two pairs of Kramer’s degeneracy, i.e., fourfold degeneracy
including the spin. Such a fourfold degeneracy is main-
tained along the entire X −M line in the absence of SOC
[29]. Thus, the band splitting along the X −M line shown
in Fig. 1(c) is caused by SOC solely. In analogy to the
conventional Rashba-Dresselhaus effect, such a splitting is
composed of two sets of spin splitting bands originating
from the sectors α and β [16]. In comparison, the splitting
along the Γ − X line is contributed by both the orbital
repulsions and the SOC effect, and is thus larger than that
along the X −M line. The orbital projection analysis shows
that in the vicinity of the points Γ and X, the top two
valence bands (designated as VB1 and VB2) are mainly
composed of the px þ py and s orbitals, while VB3-VB6
are dominated by the pz and s orbitals.
The high quality BiOI samples in this study has been

confirmed by core-level photoemission spectroscopy and
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FIG. 1. (a) The crystal structure of BiOI. The unit cell consists of two BiI layers as inversion partners, labeled as a sector α and β. (b) The
bulk Brillouin zone. (c) DFT-calculated bulk band dispersion with orbital projection. (d) ARPES-measured CECs of the valence bands at
different energies. (e),(f) ARPES-measured spectra along the X −M, and Γ − X high symmetry lines, overlaid by DFT calculated
dispersions (solid black lines). (g),(h) EDCs corresponding to the spectra shown in (e) and (f), respectively. The lower parts are the EDCs at
the X and Γ points, respectively, from which one can resolve the spectral peaks corresponding to the top six valence bands.
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x-ray diffraction [29]. The electronic structures of BiOI
obtained by both DFT calculation and ARPES measure-
ment [29] consistently show a 2D behavior with a relatively
flat dispersion along the c axis. The ARPES results
measured at a photon energy of 65 eV are shown in
Fig. 1(d) [constant energy contours (CECs)], Figs. 1(e)
and 1(f) (band dispersions) and Figs. 1(g) and 1(h) [energy-
distribution curves (EDCs)]. As evident from our system-
atic photon energy-dependent measurement [29], this
photon energy covers the 6th bulk Γ point, and a squarelike
CEC exists at−1.3 eV, with corners located at X points. As
the energy decreases, the CEC features at the X point
expand and eventually form contours surrounding the M
point, merging with those centered at the Γ point. This
holelike behavior is presented in the ARPES spectra along
the M − X −M line in Fig. 1(e). From the CECs and
spectra results, we have found that the VBM is located
around the bulk X point, ∼1.4 eV below the experimental
Fermi level.
By directly comparing the calculated bulk band structure

with the ARPES data shown in Figs. 1(e) and 1(f), a good
agreement is found, indicating that the surface effect that
breaks the global inversion symmetry is relatively weak.
The predicted fourfold degeneracy at the X and M points
and the splitting twofold degenerate branches (VB1 to
VB6) away from X andM are all supported by the ARPES
measured dispersion. Furthermore, Figs. 1(g) and 1(h)
show the EDCs measured along the M − X −M and
X − Γ −M directions. At the X point, the degenerate
peaks, i.e., X1;2, X3;4, and X5;6 are unambiguously present,
while at the Γ point, each of the degenerate peak splits into
two individual peaks, i.e., Γ1 to Γ6. Consequently, three

pairs of Rashba-like hole-type valence bands are formed at
the X and M points, with the band crossing points located
around −1.4, −2.1, and −3.0 eV for the X point, respec-
tively [Fig. 1(e)]. These results agree well with our
calculation that only the time-reversal invariant momenta
at the BZ boundary (e.g., the X point) demonstrate a
fourfold degeneracy, while the Γ point does not exhibit
such behavior, thus confirming the nonsymmorphic feature
of the material. We next use spin-ARPES measurements to
further demonstrate that the HSP effects for two high-
symmetry points (X and M) are clearly distinguishable.
Hidden spin polarization.—Figure 2 presents the in-

plane spin polarization of BiOI measured by spin ARPES
using photon energies of 65 eV for panels (a),(b) and 30 eV
for panels (c),(d). Moreover, the spin-polarized EDCs from
the horizontal X −M direction, vertical Γ − X direction,
and horizontal Γ − X direction are measured compre-
hensively as displayed in Ref. [29]. The wide-ranging
measurements involving different photon energies and
geometries verified that the observed spin polarization
and spin textures are essentially intrinsic. The representa-
tive spin EDCs for the three pairs of twofold degenerate
bands VB1–VB6 are shown in Figs. 2(b) and 2(d), with the
upper (lower) row showing the spin-resolved EDCs and the
corresponding Sy (Sx) spin component. At three time-
reversal invariant pointsM, X, and Γ (momentum points ①,
③ and ⑧), the spin-resolved EDCs overlap, indicating
negligible spin polarization; this is consistent with the spin
degeneracy originating from Kramer’s pairs.
When the momenta moved away from the X point, we

have observed significant spin polarization (up to 80%)
along both kx and ky directions (momentum points ②, ④, ⑤
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and ⑥ [37]). For momenta ⑤ and ⑥, nearly all the six VBs
were resolved as the individual polarizations peaked with
opposing polarization signs in each pair. This is because
the band splitting along Γ − X direction was more signifi-
cant compared to the splitting along the X −M direction
[Figs. 1(c), 1(e), and 1(f)]. In sharp contrast, the spin
polarization surrounding the Γ point was very weak
(<30%) for momentum point ⑦ and [29], along both kx
and ky directions. It is worth noting that, for all the spin-
resolved EDCs shown in Figs. 2(b) and 2(d), the sums of
each pair as spin-integrated EDCs coincide with EDCs
measured by regular ARPES in the overall spectral shape
[29], a proof of accuracy and self-consistency of our
measurement.
Because of the short photoelectron escape depth, ∼5 Å

[38], for the photoelectron kinetic energies of 20–100 eV,
and a large lattice constant c ¼ 9.12 Å [39], the detected
photoemission signal mainly arises from the topmost sector
(α) of the cleaved BiOI single crystal, which is favorable to
detect the spin polarization from a local sector. Compared
with the previous measurements of HSP materials such as
WSe2 [15], PtSe2 [17], LaO0.55 F0.45BiS2 [23], and Bi2212
[24], which focus on the spin-momentum locking around a
single high-symmetry point, our work revealed the distinct
polarization features surrounding different high-symmetry
points, i.e., BZ center (Γ) and BZ boundary (X), and
observed a sharp contrast between them. Such observations
suggest that momentum-dependent spin polarization orig-
inates from the HSP rather than merely from the surface
potential gradient; further, these observations suggest the
key factors affecting the HSP effect, such as the non-
symmorphic symmetry and orbital characters.
Spin-momentum-layer locking.—In addition to the

momentum dependence and high spin polarization, there
is another feature of the HSP at the X point, namely, the
spin texture that is localized on the measured sector,
manifesting a novel way of spin-momentum-layer locking
[40–42]. As shown in Fig. 2 and Ref. [29], for the
horizontal M − X line and horizontal Γ − X line, the Sy
component is strong, while the Sx component vanishes.
Similarly, for the vertical Γ − X line, the Sx component is
strong, while the Sy component vanishes. Since the Sz
component is considerably less intense than the in-plane
ones [29], this finding indicates a perpendicular spin
orientation to the wave vector lying in the kx − ky plane.
We have further confirmed the specific spin texture for all
the three pairs of valance bands, as illustrated in Figs. 3(a)
and 3(b); note that only the spin textures of VB1, VB3, and
VB5 are shown in Fig. 3(b), while the spin orientations of
VB2, VB4, and VB6 are opposite to their counterparts.
Surprisingly, while the VB1-2 pair shows a weak spin
polarization, VB3-4 and VB5-6 pairs exhibit Dresselhaus-
type spin textures with large magnitude, rather than the
Rashba spin polarization induced by the local polar
field.

Here we employed the p-polarization geometry, where
the vector potential of the incident photon lies on the
incidence plane. Based on the dipole selection rule [43,44],
the px and pz orbitals are selectively detected. Furthermore,
by changing the incidence angle of photons, one can
change the ratio of the vector potential components parallel
(Ak) and perpendicular (A⊥) to the sample surface. The
dipole transition matrix element for the pz (px) orbital is in
proportion to the magnitude of the A⊥ (Ak) component, and
A⊥ is larger than Ak in the present geometry. In our orbital-
projected band calculation in Fig. 1(c), the VB3-6 bands at
the X point and the VB1-2 bands at theM point are mainly
derived from the pz orbital. Therefore, we have performed
DFT calculations on the pz-projected spin textures local-
ized on the top BiI layer, i.e., sector α, as shown in
Figs. 3(c) and 3(d). We found qualitative agreement with
the counterparts measured by spin ARPES in Fig. 3(b). All
three VB pairs exhibited weak spin polarization (<20%)
around the Γ point [29]. As shown in Fig. 3(d), in the
vicinity of X, only the VB1-2 pair manifested very weak
spin polarization due to the tiny contribution of the pz
orbital of these bands [see Fig. 1(c)]. In comparison, the
spin textures of VB3-4 and VB5-6 around X exhibited a

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

(e)

FIG. 3. (a) Overview of ARPES-measured spectra of BiOI
plotted in the kx − ky − E space. (b) Schematic sketch of the
measured spin textures of VB1, VB3, and VB5 by spin ARPES,
with the momentum cross sections denoted by the green squares
in panel (a). (c) The layered structure of BiOI with two BiI sectors
experiencing opposite local dipole fields (black arrows). (d) DFT
calculation for pz-projected HSP of VB1, VB3, and VB5 around
X for the sector α. The spin magnitude of VB1 is multiplied by a
factor of 2. (e) Spin texture for the sector α calculated by our
tight-binding model, showing Dresselhaus and Rashba type HSP
effects for X and M, respectively.
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Dresselhaus type pattern with considerable magnitude.
Moreover, the spin patterns of VB3 and VB5 are opposite
to each other, which also agrees with the experiment. Thus,
we have concluded that the DFT results successfully
reproduce the features of the experimental observations,
confirming the fact that the measured spin polarization
originates from the intrinsic HSP in BiOI.
To further understand the mechanism of the momentum-

dependent HSP effect and the corresponding spin-momen-
tum locking, especially the Dresselhaus spin textures at the
X point, we have constructed a single-orbital tight-binding
model of a nonsymmorphic P4=nmm structure. Two pz
orbitals of the iodine atoms on the adjacent sectors α and β,
connected by the glide mirror operation fMzjð12 ; 12 ; 0Þg,
were chosen, as shown in Fig. 3(c). Under the basis of
fjα↑i; jα↓i; jβ↑i; jβ↓ig, the model Hamiltonian can be
written as [16]

HðkÞ ¼ t1 cos
kx
2
cos

ky
2
τx ⊗ σ0þ t2ðcoskxþ coskyÞτ0 ⊗ σ0

þ λτz ⊗ ðσy sinkx− σx sinkyÞ: ð1Þ

Here, τ and σ are Pauli matrices under the basis of
fjαi; jβig and fj↑i; j↓ig, respectively; t1 (t2) is the inter-
sector (intrasector) electron hopping that contributes to the
Hamiltonian’s diagonal (off-diagonal) terms. The third term
of Eq. (1) describes the SOC effect induced by the local
symmetry breaking for each sector, parametrized by λ. It is
noticeable that at the boundary of the BZ, e.g., the X −M
line, Eq. (1) naturally becomes block diagonal for
fjα↑i; jα↓ig and fjβ↑i; jβ↓ig, having opposite local spin
polarizations for each sector. When the probe sees sector α
predominately, i.e., after breaking the symmetry between α
and β, Eq. (1) is naturally decomposed into two matrices for
each sector, and thus, the HSP of the sector α is measurable.
In contrast, the HSP effect is substantially suppressed
around the Γ point due to the intersector coupling t1 term,
as shown in Fig. 3(e), leading to the negligible spin signal
measured from spin ARPES. We note that besides non-
symmorphic symmetry, the inclusion of multiple orbitals
(such as three p orbitals) could lead to a different type of
interference effect that modulates the momentum-depen-
dent spin polarization [16,24].
Our tight-binding model also helps to understand the

specific spin textures around different high-symmetry
momenta. The low-energy effective k · p Hamiltonian
derived from Eq. (1) has the form of ðkxσy − kyσxÞτz at
M and ðkxσy þ kyσxÞτz at X, indicating Rashba and
Dresselhaus type HSP, respectively, and the latter perfectly
explaining the measured spin polarization around the X
point. Such results indicate that although a (local) polar
field existing in a crystal in general supports a (hidden)
Rashba-type spin polarization, a (hidden) Dresselhaus-type
spin polarization would also be accompanied [11], depend-
ing on the specific symmetry of given momenta.

In summary, combining spin-ARPES measurements and
theoretical calculations, we report distinct spin-momentum-
layer locking phenomena at different BZ positions in a
centrosymmetric material BiOI. The measured spin polari-
zation localized on a specific BiI layer is highly polarized
along the BZ boundary but almost vanishes around the
zone center due to its nonsymmorphic crystal structure. The
layer-resolved spin texture, either Rashba or Dresselhaus
type, reflects the symmetry of both real space and k space.
Our findings experimentally demonstrate the existence of
the HSP effect and shed light on the design metrics to
utilize high spin polarization in centrosymmetric materials
by revealing the intimate interplay between spin, orbital,
and layer degrees of freedom.
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