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The quantum system under periodical modulation is the simplest path to understand the quantum
nonequilibrium system because it can be well described by the effective static Floquet Hamiltonian. Under
the stroboscopic measurement, the initial phase is usually irrelevant. However, if two uncorrelated
parameters are modulated, their relative phase cannot be gauged out so that the physics can be dramatically
changed. Here, we simultaneously modulate the frequency of the lattice laser and the Rabi frequency in an
optical lattice clock (OLC) system. Thanks to the ultrahigh precision and ultrastability of the OLC, the
relative phase could be fine-tuned. As a smoking gun, we observed the interference between two Floquet
channels. Finally, by experimentally detecting the eigenenergies, we demonstrate the relation between the
effective Floquet Hamiltonian and the one-dimensional topological insulator with a high winding number.
Our experiment not only provides a direction for detecting the phase effect but also paves a way in
simulating the quantum topological phase in the OLC platform.
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Introduction.—Floquet engineering is a powerful tool
for quantum simulating the exotic Hamiltonian via time-
periodic driving [1–7]. Extending modulation from one
parameter to two is a tantalizing nontrivial task in both
physics and technique aspects. The relative phase will
strongly change physics due to the time-reversal sym-
metry breaking [4,8,9], and the typical phenomenon is the
observation of interference. Various theoretical proposals
of double modulation are discussed, such as realizing
the unconventional Hubbard model [10,11], studying
quantum scar [12], and controlling particles’ migration
[13]. However, the experimental realization is extremely
hard in the quantum many-body systems because it
technically requires both parameters to be independently
fine-tuned to make the relative phase ultrastable, and the
resulting phenomena can be clearly observed.
As one of the most accurate platforms, the optical lattice

clock system becomes an ideal candidate [14–16]. The
OLC is composed of an optical local oscillator stabilized by
an appropriately chosen two energy levels of transition of
thousands of atoms trapped in a lattice potential [17–20].
The lattice laser at “magic wavelength” guarantees both
energy levels feel the same lattice potential and the line-
width of the spectrum can be suppressed to several hertz.
Meanwhile, the long lifetime of the excited state keeps
the system unaffected by spontaneous emission during
measurement. Thus, it is not only taken as the candi-
date of the next standard of time but also as a perfect

platform for measurements of fundamental constants in
physics [21–23].
In this Letter, we successfully design and implement

an experiment to simultaneously modulate the internal
levels of an atom as well as the Rabi frequency in the
87Sr OLC system [Fig. 1(a)] [14–16,24]. It can be taken as
an effective magnetic field h⃗ðtÞ ¼ fhxðtÞ; 0; hzðtÞg coupled
to two energy levels in the description of the Pauli matrix σ⃗.
The Hamiltonian can be written as

Ĥ ¼ ℏh⃗ðtÞ · σ⃗: ð1Þ

The longitude field hzðtÞ is equal to ½δþAcosðωz
stþψÞ�=2,

where δ ¼ Δ − ωp is the detuning frequency between
the atom internal energy gap Δ and the clock laser
photons ωp; and the associate modulation is characterized
with the longitude driving frequency ωz

s, amplitude A, and
phase ψ . Meanwhile, the transverse field hxðtÞ is
Ωn⃗ cosðωx

stÞ=2, where Ωn⃗ is the static Rabi frequency of
the external harmonic oscillator state jn⃗i without modu-
lations and ωx

s is the transverse driving frequency. In order
to check the phase effect, we set ωx

s ¼ ωz
s ¼ ωs. Owing to

the high precision spectrum in the OLC platform [25], the
Floquet sidebands can be resolved at a driving frequency
down to 100 Hz [26] so that we can stabilize and fine-tune
the relative phase, which remarkably changes the move-
ment path of h⃗ðtÞ. Because of longitude modulation, the
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transition between two levels can be assisted by longitude
“Floquet photons” with the energy ℏωs. On the other
hand, the transverse modulation of the clock laser results
in two Floquet channels with “photon frequencies” of
ω−
p ¼ ωp − ωs and ωþ

p ¼ ωp þ ωs, respectively. As shown
in Figs. 1(b) and 1(c), when the energy gap Δ is equal to
ω−
p þ ðnd þ 1Þωs ¼ ωþ

p þ ðnd − 1Þωs (nd is the order of
Floquet sideband), the initial relative phase can induce the
interference between Floquet photon assisted tunnelings
through two different transverse Floquet channels.
Furthermore, the effective Floquet Hamiltonian can be
taken as two effective magnetic fields with different
winding numbers coupled to atoms. It is directly related
to the one-dimensional (1D) topological insulator, and a
different Floquet sideband exhibits strong relations with the
high order winding number.
Experiment setup.—Approximately 5 × 104 fermionic

87Sr atoms are cooled down to ≈3 μK and loaded into a
quasi-one-dimensional optical lattice aligned with the z
axis (experimental details shown in Supplemental Material
[26]). As shown in Fig. 1(a), the lattice is created by a
counterpropagating laser beam at a magic wavelength of
λL ¼ 813.42 nm so that the dipole-forbidden transition

energy levels ð5s2Þ1S0ðjgiÞ and ð5s5pÞ3P0ðjeiÞ feel the
same lattice potential. About NL ≈ 1200 lattice sites are
separated by barriers of height V0 ≊ 90Er (Er ¼ 3.44 kHz,
which is the recoil energy), which is strong enough to
hinder intersite tunneling. The lifetime of the excited state
is about 160 s, whereas each round of the experiment lasts
for several hundreds of milliseconds; and so the sponta-
neous emission could be ignored. Our platform could be
well described as an ensemble of noninteracting atoms
taking a pseudo-spin half trapped in a harmonic trap [26].
All the atoms are prepared at the ground internal states jgi,
whereas the distribution at external states jn⃗i follows the
Boltzmann distribution law. Then, after interacting with a
plane-wave clock laser at a Lamb-Dicke regime [26], the
atoms follow a Rabi oscillation between the internal states
with different Rabi frequencies according to their external
states; and the bare Rabi frequency is Ω0=2π≊9.0 Hz.
Longitude modulation.—The frequency of the lattice

laser is modulated as ωLðtÞ ¼ ω̄L þ ωa sinðωstþ ψÞ with
ω̄L ¼ 2πc=λL, and ωa is the driving amplitude [26,32].
In the lattice comoving frame, due to the relativistic
Doppler effect, the atoms feel an effective clock frequency
ω0
pðtÞ ¼ ωp − A cosðωstþ ψÞ with a driving amplitude

A ¼ ωaωpωsL=cω̄L (L is the distance from the high-
reflecting mirror to the lattice center). Then, the system
can be approximately described with time-dependent
Hamiltonian

ĤL ¼ ℏ

�
δþ A cosðωstþ ψÞ

2
σz þ

Ωn⃗

2
σx

�
: ð2Þ

As presented in our recent experiment [32], more than ten
resolved Floquet sidebands are clearly observed. Both the
theory and experiment indicate that the initial phase ψ is
irrelevant to both the Rabi oscillation and spectrum.
Transverse modulation.—To modulate the Rabi fre-

quency, we implement the amplitude modulation on the
clock laser. Because the Rabi frequency is proportional to
the square root of clock laser’s intensity ΩðtÞ ∝ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

IðtÞp
,

we set the modulation function as SPWðtÞ ¼ cos2ðωstÞ.
However, the additional π phase is automatically inserted
at the zero point ΩðtÞ ¼ 0, and it causes the discontinuity.
To compensate for the phase, as demonstrated in Fig. 2(a),
we utilize the phase modulation following the square
wave oscillating between zero and ϕ [26]. Then, the
Hamiltonian after rotating wave approximation (RWA)
can be written as

ĤT ¼ ℏδ
2
σz þ

ℏΩn⃗

2
cos ωstðσþeifðtÞ þ H:c:Þ; ð3Þ

with the effective phase modulation function fðtÞ as

fðtÞ ¼
�
0 −T=4 ≤ t − nT < T=4

π − ϕ T=4 ≤ t − nT < 3T=4
: ð4Þ

(a)

(b) (c)

FIG. 1. Schematic picture of experiment setup and interference.
(a) Function generator providing three signals: SFðtÞ, SrðtÞ, and
SPWðtÞ. SFðtÞ and SPWðtÞ used for modulating frequency of
813 nm lattice laser and power of clock laser by voltage variable
attenuator (VVA), respectively. Signal SrðtÞ can be input into
microwave switch (MS) to switch two signals, zero and ϕ,
generated by the arbitrary function generator (AFG) so that the
phase shift due to transverse amplitude modulation can be
compensated. The phase, power, and frequency of the 698 nm
clock laser [locked to an ultra-low-expansion (ULE) cavity] are
simultaneously changed by imposing the signal from VVA to the
acousto-optic modulator (AOM). (b) Under longitude modula-
tion, the two-level atom can be treated as surrounded by Floquet
photons with energy ℏωs in the dressed atom picture. (c) Trans-
verse modulation provides two Floquet channels of ωþ

p and ω−
p

through which the atoms can hop from 1S0 to 3P0 with the
assistance of longitude Floquet photons. The relative phase 2ψ
between two hopping processes causes interference.
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where T ¼ 2π=ωs is the modulation period. The Rabi
frequency is under both amplitude and phase modulation
as shown in Fig. 2(a). Because the experiment was run
in the parameter region where the resolved sideband
approximation of ωs ≫ Ωn⃗ holds, the lowest order effective
Hamiltonian derived from Floquet-Magnus expansion for
ntth Floquet sidebands is expressed as

Ĥnt
Te ¼

ℏδnt
2

σz þ
�
ℏΩnt

n⃗

2
σþ þ H:c:

�
; ð5Þ

in which δnt ¼ δ − ntωs, and the effective Rabi frequ-
ency is

Ωnt
n⃗ ¼

8>>><
>>>:

Ωn⃗ð1−e−iϕÞ
4

nt ¼ �1

− Ωn⃗ð1þeiϕÞeðintπÞ=2
πðn2t−1Þ nt ¼ 2m

0 others

: ð6Þ

Then, the probability of internal excited states is

Pnt
e ðδ; tÞ ¼

X
n⃗

qðn⃗Þ
����Ω

nt
n⃗

Rnt
n⃗

����
2

sin2
�
Rnt
n⃗

2
t

�
; ð7Þ

where Rnt
n⃗ ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
jΩnt

n⃗ j2 þ δ2nt

q
with the Boltzmann distribu-

tion factor qðn⃗Þ of external states jn⃗i [25]. In Fig. 2(b),
the experimental Rabi spectrum at a measuring time
of t ¼ 70 ms matches well with the theoretical result. To
remove the phase discontinuity of amplitude modulation,
we set ϕ ¼ π for total compensation. As demonstrated in
Fig. 2(c), all the Floquet channels are totally suppressed

down to weaker than noise, except for nt ¼ �1 Floquet
channels with equal height [26].
Double modulation and interference.—Longitude and

transverse modulations are demonstrated to be well fine-
tuned, respectively. However, the modulation of one
parameter should not affect another one for double modu-
lation. Meanwhile, both modulations must be synchronized
to make their relative phase ψ finely tunable and stable
[26]. To achieve that, we use a function generator to
generate both modulation functions with the same fre-
quency and chose it as low as ωs=2π ¼ 100 Hz. After the
RWA, the system can be well described with the explicit
form of Eq. (1):

ĤD ¼ ℏ

�
δþ A cosðωstþ ψÞ

2
σz þ

Ωn⃗

2
cos ðωstÞσx

�
: ð8Þ

Then, if we consider both modulations can produce a set
of Floquet quasienergy spectra with the same intervals, a
question will immediately arise—Could the relative phase
make different Floquet channels interfere so that the Rabi
spectra changed?
In our experiment, we only vary the relative phase with-

out changing other parameters. As shown in Figs. 3(a)–3(c),
the Rabi spectra strongly change according to ψ . There are
two main features that can be clearly observed: (I) the
different Floquet sidebands undergo different destructive
or constructive interference processes; and (II) the spectrum
at ψ and π − ψ are the same, which reflects a hidden
symmetry. In order to reveal its mechanism, utilizing the
Jacobi-Anger relation and Floquet theory, we obtain the
effective Floquet Hamiltonian similar to Eq. (5) but with a
different effective Rabi frequency for the ndth Floquet
sideband:

Ωnd
n⃗ ¼ eindψΩn⃗

2
ðJnd−1½K�e−iψ þ Jndþ1½K�eiψ Þ; ð9Þ

in which K ¼ A=ωs is the renormalized driving ampli-
tude, and where Jn½� is the nth order first kind Bessel
function [26]. Together with Eq. (7), we could calculate
the Rabi spectrum; and Figs. 3(a)–3(c) demonstrate that
the theoretical results are quite consistent with the exper-
imental data.
The interference can be understood via expression of

the effective Rabi frequency [Eq. (9)]. The ndth Floquet
frequency has two terms that are related to nd � 1 Floquet
modes of longitude modulation, respectively. As demon-
strated in Figs. 1(b) and 1(c), in the dressed atom picture,
the longitude modulation provides lots of Floquet photons
carrying the ψ phase. Meanwhile, if the transverse modu-
lation is also on, the hopping from jgi to jei states can have
two channels: ωþ

p and ω−
p . Because both modulations have

the same driving frequency of ωx
s ¼ ωz

s ¼ ωs, when ωþ
p þ

ðnd − 1Þωs ¼ ω−
p þ ðnd þ 1Þωs is equal to the gap Δ, the

(a)

(b)

(c)

b)(b
(Hz)

(H
z)

FIG. 2. Transverse modulation. (a) Rabi frequency simulta-
neously under a sinusoidal waveform amplitude modulation and
a square waveform phase modulation. (b) Rabi spectrum of
theoretical prediction (left) and experimental results (right) for
phase ϕ changing from zero to π at measuring time t ¼ 70 ms.
(c) Comparison between experimental and theoretical Rabi
spectra with ϕ ¼ π.
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atoms can be excited via both channels. Considering
the phase difference between both channels is 2ψ ,
the atoms can interfere with each other, and the period
is π. From the theoretically calculated heights of zeroth
to second order Floquet sideband peaks shown in
Figs. 3(d)–3(f), we can find that the interference of all
Floquet sidebands could be observed by adjusting the
renormalized driving amplitude K. Then, because the
Bessel functions are real, the strongest interference effect
happens at ψ equal to zero and π=2. In addition, because the
probability of excitation Pnd

e is irrelevant to the argument of
the Rabi frequency, the Rabi spectra at ψ and π − ψ
are the same. Furthermore, for a different driving fre-
quency, the Floquet spectrum will be nearly unchanged
via rescaling detuning with the unit of the driving fre-
quency (see Supplemental Material [26] for different ωs
at K ¼ 1.1).
Double modulation and topology.—The ndth sideband

effective Floquet Hamiltonian of the doubly modulated
OLC could also be taken as a spin 1=2 atom coupled to
two magnetic fields of Hnd

EF ¼ ðℏ=2Þðh⃗nd × σ⃗Þ with h⃗nd ¼
B⃗nd−1 þ B⃗ndþ1 and

B⃗nd ¼
Ωn⃗Jnd ½K�

2

�
cosðndψÞ;− sinðndψÞ;

δ − ndωs

Ωn⃗Jnd ½K�
	
:

Then, we can consider hznd ¼ 0, where the peak of the
ndth order Floquet sideband stands. Reminiscent of the
famous Su-Schrieffer-Heeger (SSH) model in momentum
space ofHSSH ¼ h⃗ðkÞ × σ⃗ [34,35], the numbers of effective
Hamiltonians Hnd

EF can be provided for simulating various
1D quantum topological phases after mapping the phase ψ
to quasimomentum k. Similar to analyzing the endpoint of
h⃗ðkÞ while letting the quasimomentum k walk around the
Brillouin zone, we can also check different h⃗ndðψÞ while
varying ψ from −π to π. Meanwhile, the eigenenergies
E�
ndðψÞ ¼ �ðℏjh⃗nd jÞ=2 can also be calculated for checking

the close of the energy gap. Because the Rabi oscillation
is only related to the modulus of the effective Rabi
frequency jh⃗nd j, we can experimentally measure the Rabi
oscillation and extract the eigenenergies of different
Floquet sidebands [26].
For the zeroth Floquet sideband, the effective total

magnetic field is h⃗0¼f0;−2J1½K�sinðψÞ;0g since J−1½K�¼
−J1½K�. Then, because h⃗0 only has a nonzero y component,
the system cannot have nontrivial topology. Turning to the
first order Floquet sideband, in Fig. 4(a), the experimental
result of eigenenergies shows the energy gap closed at

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
(Hz)

(Hz)

(Hz)

(e)(e)

)(f)

FIG. 3. Rabi spectrum of double modulation. (a)–(c)
Comparisons between theoretical and experimental results for
different ψ at K ¼ 1.38. (d)–(f) Peak’s height of zeroth to second
order Floquet sidebands at measuring time of t ¼ 70 ms calcu-
lated with Floquet theory, where red dots mark parameters chosen
in Figs. 3(a)–3(c).

FIG. 4. Topology of Floquet effective Hamiltonians. (a) Eige-
nenergies in units of bare Rabi frequency Ω0 of the first order
Floquet sideband for different K obtained theoretically (solid
line) and experimentally (dashed line). Corresponding theoretical
results of “magnetic field” in hx − hy plane and winding number
shown in Figs. 4(b) and 4(c) corresponding to same color in
Fig. 4(a). Results of second order Floquet sideband shown in
Figs. 4(d)–4(f).
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K ¼ 1.84. From the Rabi spectrum around it [26],
we obtain the experimental value with uncertainty of
KE

c1 ¼ 1.84ð8Þ, which agrees well with the theoretical
prediction KT

c1 ¼ 1.8412. When tuning the phase ψ from
−π to π, the effective magnetic field can form a closed
path. In Fig. 4(b), we can find that the origin point moves
from outside to inside by increasing K, and the touch point
corresponds to the parameter at which the energies have
the linear dispersion around the gap’s closed point of
ψ ¼ �π=2. The small deviations between theoretical and
experimental results at the low effective Rabi frequency are
due to the dephasing of the Rabi oscillation [33,36]. In
order to quantitatively analyze the topology, we have to
calculate the winding number

W ¼ 1

2πi

Z
π

−π

d lnðhxnd − ihyndÞ
dψ

dψ ;

which is a topological invariant. As shown in Fig. 4(c),
winding numbers equal to zero and two correspond to the
origin points outside and inside the closed path, respec-
tively. The linear dispersion is related to the topological
transition point from zero to two, as well as the closed path
touching from the negative hx direction. The topological
transition of the second order Floquet sideband is shown in
Figs. 4(d)–4(f), and the winding number changes from one
to three. The topological transition point KE

c2 ¼ 3.10ð11Þ
[26] is also related to the linear dispersion of energy at
ψ ¼ �π=2. Differently, the closed path touches the origin
point from both �hy directions.
These topological properties can be theoretically under-

stood by analyzing two effective magnetic fields B⃗nd−1 and

B⃗ndþ1, of which the winding numbers are nd − 1 and

nd þ 1, respectively. Because the total magnetic field h⃗nd
is homotopic to one effective magnetic field, which has a
larger magnitude, the winding number of the system is
determined by Bn with larger magnitude. When the
renormalized driving amplitude K is small, the magnitude
of B⃗nd−1 is larger than B⃗ndþ1, and so the winding number is

nd − 1. Then, when jB⃗nd−1j is equal to jB⃗ndþ1j, we obtain
the first critical point where the winding number changes
from nd − 1 to nd þ 1. Considering the jB⃗nd−1j − jB⃗ndþ1j
alternative changing around zero, the winding number
should oscillate between nd − 1 and nd þ 1.
Conclusion and outlook.—We successfully realized

double modulation in the OLC platform. By fine-tuning
the relative phase between both modulations, we observed
the clear interference effect induced by two types of
Floquet photons. Meanwhile, we find they are strongly
related to the 1D topological insulator and experimentally
observed the energy gap open-close-open behavior.
Beyond the SSH model, the high order effective Floquet
Hamiltonians preserve higher winding numbers.

In the OLC platform, the coherence time could last at
least more than 6 s [37], and so the topological phase
transition and the related physics of dynamics can be finely
studied in the future work. In addition, the realization of
double modulation can open several research paths. The
straightforward way is extending the simulation of the
topological insulator from 1D to two dimensions by tuning
the compensated phase ϕ. Meanwhile, a more complex
topological phase can be simulated by combining with
other degrees of freedom [38]. On the other hand, choosing
two driving frequencies incommensurately or opening the
tunneling of nearest neighbor lattice sites [24] may also
bring in chaos or exotic many-body Hamiltonians.
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