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Experiments on the unsteady massive separation over an aerofoil
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We have experimentally investigated an unsteady separating flow over a NACA-0012
aerofoil. Both the surface pressure measurements and the whole flow field measurements
using the time-resolved particle image velocimetry (TR-PIV) technique were carried out
at different angles of attack for a chord-based Reynolds number, Re. = 5 x 10*. The
instantaneous flow fields were measured at the stall angle of attack (¢ = 10°) and at
different post-stall angles of attack (o« = 11°, 12°, 13°) using the TR-PIV system. Although
the mean flow data, as expected, show that the flow is fully/massively separated for
o > 10° over the suction surface of the aerofoil, the time sequence of the instantaneous
flow fields reveals that the massive separation is intermittent in nature. A small separated
region grows with time, eventually leading to the massive flow separation and then the
massively separated region decays with time leading to a small separated region. In this
process, the vortex shedding from the separated shear layer is also observed. We find that
an interplay exists between the temporal growth of the separated shear layer and the vortex
shedding during the intermittent massive separation. The mechanism for the intermittent
massive flow separation has been explained using the time sequence of the instantaneous
flow fields. This has further been supported using the proper orthogonal decomposition
analysis. Furthermore, the spatiotemporal stability analysis of the local velocity profile
shows that when the small separated region goes to a fully separated state, the velocity
profiles become absolutely unstable from a convectively unstable state, and vice versa.
In addition, these results are found to be consistent with the absolute instability criteria
proposed in Alam and Sandham [J. Fluid Mech. 410, 1 (2000)] and Avanci et al. [Phys.
Fluids 31, 014103 (2019)].

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevFluids.8.123901

I. INTRODUCTION

Flow separations are often encountered in various engineering devices; for example, flow separa-
tion may occur inside the inlet duct of a gas turbine engine, over the deck of a ship, over the wing of
an aircraft, the cross-section of which has an airfoil shape. Applications of micro air vehicle (MAV),
unmanned air vehicles (UAV), and wind turbines, which usually operate at a low Reynolds number,
i.e., Re. < 10°[1,2], are also increasing progressively. Design of these engineering devices involves
various types of airfoils. The flow over these airfoils remains stable and attached at a lower angle of
attack. As the angle of attack increases, the attached shear layers may separate due to the adverse
pressure gradient. The separated shear layer further reattaches downstream and forms an enclosed
region, which is called a separation bubble. The structure of the separation bubble is proposed by
Horton [3] (in the time-averaged sense), which comprises the fore and rear parts. In the fore part
of the bubble, the flow is nearly steady, and the pressure is nearly constant. However, the pressure
recovery occurs in the rear part of the bubble due to the transition to turbulence.
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A separation bubble is often classified as a short or a long bubble [4,5]. In a short bubble, a
small plateau is observed in the pressure distribution over the upper surface of an airfoil. Moreover,
the pressure distribution for a short bubble nearly resembles the pressure distribution corresponding
to the potential flow. In contrast, the constant plateau of the pressure distribution is extended in
the entire upper surface of an airfoil for a long bubble, and this distribution is seen to deviate
considerably from the pressure distribution corresponding to the potential flow [5].

The process of a sudden change from a short bubble to a long bubble formation is called bubble
bursting, which occurs either due to an increase in the angle of attack or due to a reduction in
the flow velocity to a certain value [4,6]. Several semi-empirical relations are proposed to predict
the bubble bursting. Owen and Klanfer [4] proposed a criterion using the Reynolds number (Res- )
based on the displacement thickness (§*) and the free-stream velocity at the point of separation (Uy).
However, Gaster [6] proposed a criterion using two parameters, i.e., the pressure gradient parameter
and the Reynolds number (Rey.;) based on the momentum thickness at the separation location (6;)
and U;. Diwan et al. [7] revisited the bursting criteria of the previous works and refined the criterion
of Gaster [6] using the maximum height of the bubble. These bubble bursting criteria are proposed
based on the time-averaged pressure and velocity data. However, the details of the flow field under
this situation are missing in the literature.

Several authors report the presence of low- and high-frequency unsteadiness in the separated
flows [e.g., Refs. [8—11]]. It is adequately understood that the vortex shedding from the separated
shear layer due to the Kelvin-Helmholtz instability leads to the high-frequency unsteadiness [e.g.,
Refs. [12-14]]. In contrast, the cause of the low-frequency unsteadiness is not well understood, as
compared to the high-frequency unsteadiness. In various studies, it was observed that the vertical
oscillation of the separated shear layer causes the low-frequency oscillation, which is called flapping
[15-18]. Moreover, it has been reported that bubble bursting is one of the reasons for the low-
frequency unsteadiness [11]. In this process, a quasi-periodic switchover from a short to a long
bubble leads to low-frequency unsteadiness. In particular, the growth and decay of a separation
bubble cause low-frequency oscillation.

A near stall study of an airfoil shows that the value of the lift coefficient, C;, oscillates due to the
bubble growth and decay [19,20]. The oscillation amplitude of C; depends on the angle of attack
and Re.. Almutairi et al. [21] reported that the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation increases
with the angle of attack and Re.. However, this amplitude does not monotonically increase with
the angle of attack. This attains the maximum value only in a certain range of angle of attack [2].
The reason was summarized as follows: Short bubble forms near the leading edge at an angle of
attack less than the stall angle. As the angle of attack increases beyond the stall angle, the trailing
edge bubble forms near the trailing edge of an aerofoil. Further increasing the angle of attack,
this leading and trailing edge bubble is merged intermittently. This intermittent merging causes a
prominent low-frequency oscillation over an aerofoil. If the angle of attack increases beyond this
state, both the bubbles merge together and form an open bubble/completely separated state. Hence,
the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation is decreased. The above summary is based on the
phase-averaged streamlines. However, the evolution of growth/decay of the separation bubble and
its vortex shedding characteristics during the low-frequency oscillation has not been reported by
Eljack et al. [2].

The growth and decay of a separation bubble are linked to the absolute instability of the separated
shear layer. To find the presence/absence of absolute instability, the maximum reverse flow velocity
(MRV) is used as a main parameter. Moreover, different threshold values are proposed for the
occurrence of absolute instability based on MRV of one-dimensional (1D) and two-dimensional
(2D) velocity profiles. Considering the family of modified Falkner-Skan separating velocity profiles,
Hammond and Redekopp [22] found MRV ~ 30% for the onset of the absolute instability, whereas
considering the local mean velocity profiles at a particular streamwise location from their two
dimensional direct numerical simulation, Alam and Sandham [23] reported MRV > 15-20% for the
onset of absolute instability. Recently, Rodriguez et al. [24] studied the laminar separation bubbles
using linear stability analysis and direct numerical simulation. Their stability analysis of the 2D
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velocity profiles in the cross-stream planes (i.e., velocity is dependent on two spatial coordinates)
shows MRV > 7% for the onset of absolute instability. In many of the airfoil studies, Alam and
Sandham [23] criterion was used to investigate the absolute instability and found to hold well during
the formation of a long bubble. This leads to the conclusion that absolute instability is the main
reason for the bubble bursting [2,11,19]. However, the large eddy simulation of Alferez ef al. [25]
shows that the absolute instability criterion holds good even for a short bubble. This observation
led them to conclude that the height of the separated shear layer from the wall is also important
for the bursting process, consistent with the study of Marxen and Henningson [26]. Movement
of the transition location during the bursting process is also found to be different. The transition
location is seen to move upstream and close to the wall during the decay of the bubble, whereas
it moves downstream and away from the wall during the growth of the bubble [19]. This clearly
indicates that the height of the shear layer is an important parameter in the transition process. Our
recent study on the separated shear layer over a flat plate also shows that the vertical oscillation
of the separated shear layer leads the vortex shedding process to be intermittent [27]. However,
the convective/absolute instability characteristics of a separated shear layer during its vertical
oscillation were not investigated, which certainly invites further studies.

The amplitude of the input disturbance and the forcing frequency can also affect the state of a sep-
aration bubble [26,28]. An increase in the disturbance amplitude can reduce the bubble dimension,
whereas it increases with decreasing the amplitude of the input disturbance, leading to a long bubble
state, which resembles the bubble bursting process [26]. This clearly shows that a minimum amount
of disturbance amplitude is required to maintain the bubble in a short bubble state. In the absence of
any forcing, the two-dimensional (2D) rollers are found to be absent, whereas these are found to be
present with the increasing forcing frequency or amplitude of the input disturbance, leading to the
conclusion that an increase in the forcing frequency or in the amplitude of the input disturbance can
suppress the absolute instability and promotes coherency of the 2D roller formation [28]. Thereby,
the bubble bursting process or the formation of a long bubble can also be linked with the transitional
structures at the maximum height of the bubble. While a regular periodic vortex structure is seen to
be present for a short bubble, it is found to be absent in the case of a long bubble [6,26,29].

As reviewed above, the growth and decay of a separation bubble over an airfoil can result in the
intermittent formation of an open or a closed separation bubble, respectively. In this process, the
temporal growth of a separation bubble and the vortex shedding are the two important phenomena.
But, how these two phenomena are interlinked, and the associated physical mechanism of this
intermittent massive separation is not available in the literature. Therefore, we aim to investigate
the following: How do the temporal growth and the vortex shedding of the separated shear layer
contribute to this intermittent massive separation? How do the instantaneous flow field and its
stability characteristics change in this process?

II. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

All the experiments reported here are performed in a closed circuit wind-tunnel, details of
which are available in Refs. [30,31]. Briefly, the length, height and width of the test section are
1.520 m, 1.220 m, and 0.305 m, respectively. The tunnel is powered by a 15 HP DC motor, and the
maximum velocity attained in the test section is 52 m/s. Since we aim to investigate the unsteady
characteristics of a separation bubble, an airfoil, NACA-0012, was chosen following other studies
[2,11,21,32-34]. The chord length (c) of the aerofoil was 160 mm, which spanned the entire width
of the test section, and it was placed at the center of the wind-tunnel test section. The aerofoil angle
of attack («) was adjusted by rotating a shaft which passed through its quarter chord point. The
shaft was rotated with the help of a servo motor with an uncertainty of £0.4°. The pressure taps
at the midspan of the aerofoil were connected to the ESP-32HD piezo-resistive pressure scanners,
which have an accuracy of £0.07%. The differential pressure, Ap, at each port was acquired at a
rate of 625 Hz to calculate the pressure coefficient, C, = Ap/ % Poo Uozo; here, ps and Uy, denote the
free-stream density and velocity, respectively. The uncertainty in the C, measurement was found
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FIG. 1. A schematic diagram of the experimental setup in a close circuit wind tunnel.

to be £0.099% [30]. One may refer to Siva Viknesh and Poddar [30] for further details about the
aerofoil model, position of the pressure taping and the scanners.

The time-resolved particle image velocimetry (TR-PIV) measurements were carried out to study
the spatiotemporal flow development over an aerofoil. Glycol-based seeding particle with a mean
diameter of 1 um was seeded in the flow using a fog generator (SAFEX fog generator, Dantec
Dynamics, Denmark). A laser light was produced from the high-frequency double pulsed Nd: YLF
laser (Photonics Industries, dual head DPSS, energy 30 mJ per pulse at 527 nm at the repetition
rate of 1 kHz). A laser sheet of 1-mm thickness was passed through the upper surface of the test
section to illuminate the seeding particles, as schematically shown in Fig. 1. The same laser and fog
generator systems were also used in the previous studies [27,35-38]. The laser sheet was aligned in
the midspan plane of the aerofoil, where the measurements were carried out. A CMOS camera (Os
10-4 K camera, IDTvision, USA, resolution, 3840 x 2400 pixels, 9MP, with the maximum frame
rate at a maximum resolution of 500 Hz at double exposure mode) and a planner lens of 100-mm
focal length were used in the high-speed image acquisition. The laser and camera were synchronized
using the MotionPro timing unit (IDTpiv, USA).

All the measurements in the present study were carried out at a chord-based Reynolds number
Re, = Uyc/v =5 x 10*. The free-stream velocity Us, in the present study is 5m/s, which is
measured at the inlet of the test section. At the same flow conditions, the free-stream turbulence
(FST) level of the wind tunnel was measured without an airfoil in the test section. To measure the
FST level, hotwire measurements were carried out at a sampling rate of 6 kHz for 60 s. The FST
level was found to be 0.09% in the frequency band 1-1000 Hz. Surface pressure measurements
were performed at several angles of attack varying within « = 0-19°. Based on the mean surface
pressure measurements, the TR-PIV measurements were carried out only at four different angles of
attack varying within ¢ = 10-13°. While carrying out the TR-PIV measurements, a total of 1500
image pairs were acquired at a rate of 500 Hz. The acquired images with a correlation window
of 32 pixels x 32 pixels were then processed in a PIV processing package, ProVision XS (IDTpiv,
USA) to obtain the instantaneous vector fields. This processing package was also used in our earlier
studies [e.g., Refs. [27,35,37-39]]. The uncertainty in the velocity measurements is mainly due
to the calibration factor, the delay in the laser pulse and the particle displacement. The combined
uncertainty in the velocity is found to be +1.96%, which was estimated following the methods
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FIG. 2. (a) Variations of C; and C; with angle of attack, . Description of symbols: C;(®) and C, (H)
for the present experiment; colored symbols correspond to the selected angles of attack for which pressure
distributions are shown in panel (b); C;(O) and C,(0J) correspond the data reproduced from the study of
Ohtake et al. [33], for comparison. (b) Variation of the mean surface pressure coefficient (C,) for the selected
a, as shown in panel (a).

reported in the literature [40—-43]. In the following, U; and U denote the instantaneous and mean
velocities in the streamwise direction, respectively, whereas V; and V denote the instantaneous
and mean velocities in the wall-normal direction, respectively; the streamwise and the wall-normal
fluctuating velocity components are denoted by u(=U; — U) and v(=V; — V'), respectively.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

A. Surface pressure measurement

The normal force coefficient, C,, and the axial force coefﬁc:1ent C,, are calculated from the Cp
distribution using the conventional equations [44]: C, = fo (Cp1—Cpu)d (C) and C, = 35 (Cpu—
Co)d (C) The lift coefficient, C;, and the drag coefficient, C;, are then calculated using the
relations, C; = C,, cosa — C, sina and C; = C, sina + C, cosa. The present data of C; and C; are
compared with the data of Ohtake et al. [33] at the same Re, = 5 X 10%, as shown in Fig. 2(a). One
may notice that the present data compares well with the previous study. The C; max occurs at o = 10°
and is considered as the stall angle in the present study. We aim here to focus on the unsteady
characteristics near the stall angle of attack. Therefore, we consider four different angles of attack
(i.e., = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°), marked as colored symbols in Fig. 2(a), for further investigation using
the TR-PIV measurement technique. The C,, distributions for the selected angles of attack are shown
in Fig. 2(b). A small constant C,, region is seen to exist in the case of « = 10°, which indicates the
presence of a separated region [3,5,6]. However, a pressure drop/ pressure recovery also occurs
downstream. As the « increases to 11°, C,, value drops abruptly, and the constant C,, region extends
downstream, as compared to o = 10°. This sudden change in the C, distribution is due to the short
bubble burst [6]. However, the pressure recovery is still present in the case of & = 11°. A similar
C,, distribution is also reported for an unsteady separation by Rinoie and Takemura [34]. Hence, it
is inferred that the unsteady separation occurs at @ = 11°. Further increase of the angle of attack to
a = 12° and 13°, the C, distributions are found to be nearly flat, as compared to the case of @ = 11°.
This indicates that the flow is massively separated without pressure recovery. It is important to note
that the boundary layer was not tripped on the pressure side (bottom surface) of an airfoil. The
C,, distribution on the pressure side does not show any flat region as shown on the suction side,
which implies that the flow separation is absent on the pressure side for « = 10°, 11°, 12°, and
13°. This is because of the high acceleration of the flow [dC,/d(x/c) < 0] on the pressure side at
higher «. Furthermore, the verification of the tonal noise emission is also important in the low Re,
airfoil studies. The Re. and « considered in the present study is well beyond the limit for tonal
noise generation limit proposed in the previous studies [45—48]. The details of the whole flow fields
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FIG. 3. Comparison of the mean flow velocity vectors overlaid with the u,,s; contour for the fixed and
surface attached coordinate systems. (a)—(d) Fixed coordinate system, and (e)—(g) Surface attached coordinate
system. The white line corresponds to the zero streamwise mean velocity.

corresponding to these angles of attack, i.e., « = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°, as measured using the TR-PIV
technique, are presented below.

B. Mean flow characteristics

Figure 3 shows the mean flow velocity vectors overlaid with the u.,; contours for both fixed
and surface attached coordinate systems. The mesh points normal to the surface of the aerofoil
were generated while the PIV images were processed in the PIV processing package, ProVision-
XS. These results are shown in Figs. 3(a)-3(d), for « = 10-13°. Following the works of Istvan
and Yarusevych [49] and Kurelek et al. [50], results of these fixed coordinate systems were then
converted to the surface attached coordinate system, as shown in Figs. 3(e)-3(h), for « = 10-13°.
In this study, the separated region is identified by the isoline of zero streamwise velocity, U = 0.
The mean flow results in both the coordinate system show that the flow is attached at o = 10°.
But, the C, measurement shows a mild separation near the leading edge. Therefore, it is necessary
to note that measuring near-wall data in PIV measurement is difficult due to surface reflection.
Consequently, the mild separation could not be captured by the PIV measurement for @ = 10° case.
As « increases to 11°, the flow separates significantly over a suction surface and reattaches at the
trailing edge. Further increase in « resulting massive flow separation over the airfoil, leading to
an open separation bubble at « = 12° and o = 13°. This massive flow separation also extends the
reverse flow region in the wall-normal direction.

Various mean flow parameters estimated for the surface attached coordinate system at different
« are shown in Fig. 4. The boundary layer edge velocity, U,, as shown in Fig. 4(a), decreases in

123901-6



EXPERIMENTS ON THE UNSTEADY MASSIVE ...

(a) L B B R P LA B R

0.2 0.3 04 05 06 07 038
x/c

FIG. 4. Streamwise variation of the mean flow parameters at different AOA. (a) The boundary layer edge
velocity variation. (b) Displacement thickness variation. (¢) Maximum reverse flow velocity in percentage
(considering the maximum MRV value for a corresponding chordwise position). A dashed line corresponds to
the limit above which the separated shear layer becomes absolutely unstable.

the streamwise direction for « = 10° and 11°, due to the increase in pressure gradient, but it is
nearly constant throughout the upper surface of the aerofoil for « = 12° and 13°, mainly due to
the flow separation without reattachment. Figure 4(b) shows the comparison of the displacement
thickness (8*) variation. To calculate §*, the experimentally measured velocity profile is first curve-
fitted using smoothing spline fit to reduce the interpolation error, and then §* is estimated using the
equation foa 1 - U%)dy, where § is the local boundary layer thickness. The maximum uncertainty
in the estimation of the §* was found to be +0.94%. Figure 4(b) shows that §* increases abruptly
as « increases from 10° to 11° due to the formation of a separation bubble. For further increase
in o, §* increases due to the expansion of the separated flows in the wall-normal direction. The
reverse flow intensity in a separated flow is also an important factor in the context of shear layer
instability [23]. The maximum reverse flow velocity (MRV) is estimated as —Urey.max/Ue; here,
Ulev.max denotes the maximum reverse flow velocity measured at a streamwise location. Figure 4(c)
shows the MRV variation (in percentage %) for different «. A dashed line in Fig. 4(c) corresponds
to the MRV = 20%), as the absolute instability takes place for 15-20% of the maximum reverse flow
velocity in a separated shear layer [2,19,23,25]. The present values of the maximum reverse flow
velocity satisfy the absolute instability criterion for « = 11°, 12°, and 13°.

C. Unsteady flow characteristics

One of the main unsteady flow characteristics is the flapping of the shear layer, which is associ-
ated with its vertical oscillation [15-18]. The instantaneous displacement thickness, §;, provides
information about the vertical movement of a separated shear layer [25,27]. To investigate the
flapping behavior of a shear layer, we estimate the instantaneous displacement thickness (5;) at
x/c = 0.3 for different angles of attack. The maximum MRV occurs close to x/c = 0.3 for the
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FIG. 5. Variation of the instantaneous displacement thickness at x/c = 0.3; open and solid symbols indi-
cate the minimum and maximum values of the displacement thickness, respectively.

case of o« = 11°. Hence, this chordwise location is considered a reference location for « = 11°, and
other o cases as well for comparison purposes. The time series of é; is shown in Fig. 5; open and
filled symbols denote the minimum and the maximum values of §;. The minimum displacement
thickness, 6; .., and the maximum displacement thickness, &7 .., indicate the minimum and the
maximum wall-normal extension of a shear layer from the wall. Therefore, Fig. 5 reveals that there
exist vertical oscillations of the shear layers for all the angles of attack presented here.

The instantaneous TR-PIV realizations corresponding to &7 . and &; .., for different angles
of attack, are shown in Fig. 6. The zero streamwise velocity, i.e., U = 0, lines (black lines) are
also overlaid with the instantaneous vorticity contours to identify the separated regions. This
figure shows that the instantaneous flow characteristics are completely different from the mean
flow characteristics, as the mean flow characteristics reveal that the flow is globally separated for
o = 11°, 12°, and 13°. But the instantaneous flow fields show that it is not always true at all time
instants, as the flow is found to be sometimes attached, as shown in the first column of the Fig. 6. We
may note that §; value changes not only due to the low-frequency oscillation of the separated shear
layer but also due to the vortex shedding. Hence, the reference location of §; for the identification
of global characteristics should be free from the vortex-shedding region. Hence, it is suggested to
choose the reference location ahead of the onset of vortex shedding. Using the qualitative flow
visualizations, Rinoie and Takemura [34] also found similar intermittent characteristics over a
NACA 0012 airfoil at « = 11.5°, and they reported that this intermittent reattachment behavior
occurs at a low-frequency. But in the separated phase, we also find the roller structures as shown in
the zoomed-in view of the red-colored box in Fig. 6, which can be attributed to the Kelvin-Helmholtz
(KH) instability of the separated shear layer [12]. The shedding of such a roller structure from a
separated shear layer is a high-frequency phenomenon [51,52].

Therefore, the present quantitative observations assure that both the low-frequency and high-
frequency unsteadiness play a role in the intermittent reattachment of a flow over an aerofoil. Our
recent study of the separated shear layer over a flat plate reveals the presence of an intermittent
vortex shedding process when &} /6% — 0.23 [27]. Here, & is a root-mean-squared value of §;

rms
(Fig. 5). The numerical values of the nondimensional parameter 8% /5* are found to be 0.36, 0.36,

rms
0.22, and 0.15 for « = 10°, 11°, 12°, and 13°, respectively. Hence, the cases for « = 10° and 11°,
o = 12° (marginally) satisfy the intermittent vortex shedding criterion. However, o« = 13° case does
not meet this intermittent vortex shedding criterion, which can be attributed to the presence of nearly
regular vortex shedding, as discussed in the Appendix.

The intermittent attached and separated states are quantified by the intermittency factor (y),
which is defined here as the fraction of time during which the backflow is present at a streamwise
location. Here, y = 0 indicates the presence of forward flow in the entire measurement time,
whereas 1 indicates the presence of backflow in the entire measurement time. It should be noted

that the presence of backflow at a streamwise location is considered only if the backflow is present
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FIG. 6. Instantaneous streamlines superimposed with the instantaneous vorticity contours and the U = 0
line. The first column of the figure represents the realizations corresponding to the time instants marked by the
open symbols in Fig. 5. The second column of the figure represents the realizations corresponding to the time
instants marked by the closed symbols in Fig. 5. The roller structure is marked by a red colored box, and it is
zoomed-in for better visualization.

at least in the region 0 < y/c < 0.0075, in the intermittency calculation. The estimated y along
x/c is shown in Fig. 7. The nonzero value of y for the case of @ = 10° indicates that the flow
separation occurs instantaneously, even though the mean flow data in Fig. 3(a) shows that flow
is completely attached. For the case of o = 11°, the numerical value of y never reaches 1. This

= 0.5

FIG. 7. Comparison of the backflow intermittency factor (y) for « = 10°, 11°, 12°, and 13°.
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FIG. 8. Comparison of the u and v fluctuating velocity signals extracted at the wall-normal location close
tO Upms max ANd Vrms max» respectively. First and second signal in each panel from the top corresponds to the u and
v fluctuating velocity, respectively. The mean value of the signal is represented by a dashed line.

implies that the flow for « = 11° sometimes remains attached, as well, even though the mean flow
[Fig. 3(b)] shows complete separation on the upper surface. Figure 7 also shows that the peak values
of y for « = 10° and 11° occur at about x/c = 0.25, followed by a decrease toward the trailing
edge. This indicates that the transition-to-turbulence occurs near the trailing edge, leading to an
intermittent reattachment. A similar variation can also be seen for the case of @ = 12°, although it
is not prominent. However, we find y ~ 1 in the major part of the upper surface, for the case of
o = 13°, without a decrease toward the trailing edge after the peak value. This can be attributed to
the presence of the stronger coherent vortex, which does not reattach with the wall leading to the
transition-to-turbulence. However, the peak values of y are found to be 0.37, 0.90, 0.99, and 1, for
the cases of @ = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°, respectively. The peak value is also found to occur close to the
leading edge. Therefore, it reveals that the leading-edge separation is a major source of the massive
intermittent separation and reattachment dynamics.

The time-series signals of the fluctuating u# and v velocities at the wall-normal location close to
the Ums max and Vrms max»> respectively, are shown in Fig. 8 for different streamwise locations and
«. One may clearly see that the amplitude of the velocity fluctuation at x/c = 0.25 for o = 10°
is small, as compared to the other « cases. For ¢« = 11° and 12°, the low-frequency oscillation
is seen to be embedded with the high-frequency oscillations of the fluctuating velocity signals.
The low-frequency oscillation is observed in both the u# and v fluctuating velocity signals, for
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FIG. 9. Comparison of the power spectra of the # and v fluctuating velocity signals shown in Fig. 8 at
different streamwise locations. (a)—(d) For u fluctuating velocity signal. (e)—(h) For v fluctuating velocity
signals. Four power spectrum curves (from bottom to top) correspond to the streamwise locations x/c = 0.40,
0.55, 0.70, and 0.85.

a = 11° and 12°. However, as the streamwise distance increases, the low-frequency oscillation is
seen to diminish, and the high-frequency oscillation is found to dominate the fluctuating velocity
signals (see signals at x/c = 0.85), for « = 11° and 12°. The low-frequency oscillation at the initial
streamwise locations is due to the vertical oscillation of the separated shear layers. For « = 13°, the
low-frequency oscillation is not prominent as compared to the @ = 11° and 12° cases. This can be
attributed to the continuous vortex shedding for o = 13°.

Figure 9 shows the power spectra of the fluctuating velocity signals that are shown in Fig. 8 at
x/c =0.4,0.55,0.70, 0.85, for all the « cases; the power spectra were estimated using the maximum
entropy method [53]. One may clearly notice in Fig. 9 that the spectral energy at x/c = 0.4 is
distributed at the low-frequency range for all the angles of attack, whereas the clear peaks can
be seen in the power spectra for further downstream locations except for « = 10°. Moreover, the
spectral content in the low-frequency band increases with x/c. This is due to the flapping of the
separated shear, which oscillates in both the vertical and streamwise directions. In other words, it is
subjected to contraction and expansion over an airfoil surface. The resulting streamwise oscillation
increases the spectral content with x/c in the low-frequency range. A similar observation is also
reported in the study of turbulent separation bubble [10], where it is called the breathing motion of
the separation bubble. The peak in the frequency spectra is mainly due to the vortex shedding from
the aerofoil. Hence, the spectrum for ¢ = 10° indicates that the vortex shedding is very weak, which
was further confirmed by visualizing the instantaneous TR-PIV realizations. The power spectra of
the # and v fluctuating velocities reveal that although the vortex shedding frequency at a particular
o does not change significantly with downstream distance, it does change with «. This may be
attributed to the viscous effect on the vortex shedding. The viscous effect on the vortex shedding
may decrease due to an increase in the shear layer height at a higher «, which may lead to an increase
in the shedding frequency [54]. The nondimensional peaks (fc/Uy) are found to be at 0.45, 0.5,
and 0.6 for o = 11°, 12°, 13°, respectively. In their direct numerical simulation (DNS) for the flow
over a NACA-0012 airfoil, Rodriguez et al. [55] found the vortex shedding frequency (fc/Uy) to
be 0.6 at o = 12° for Re. = 5 x 10%; this value is comparable with the present experimental value
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at o = 12°. Although the above local unsteady characteristics of the flow reveal the presence of low
and high-frequency oscillations, it is also important to investigate the unsteady global characteristics
of the flow. Therefore, the POD analysis of the TRPIV data has been carried out to shed light on the
unsteady global characteristics of the flow for different o considered here.

D. POD analysis

The proper orthogonal decomposition (POD) analysis of a flow field can provide several spatial
modes, which are ranked based on the level of energy. These modes often facilitate a clear
understanding of complex flow dynamics. Using this analysis, the fluctuating velocity field can
be decomposed as

VX 1) =) d )P ), )
k

where v/(X, t,,) is the fluctuating flow field; ®X(x) and d*(z,) are the k" spatial POD mode shape and
its time coefficient, respectively. Here, the fluctuating flow field consists of # and v components. The
POD mode shapes and their time coefficients are estimated using the method of snapshot [56]. The
POD methodology, as detailed in our previous works [27,38,57], is briefly outlined here. The u and v
fluctuating velocity components are arranged in a matrix, A. The autocovariance matrix, C(=ATA),
is determined from the matrix A. The eigenvalues, A;, and their corresponding eigenvectors, ¢, are
determined from the autocovariance matrix, C. The eigenvectors are arranged based on their energy
level (eigenvalues). The eigenmodes/POD modes (®*) are determined from the following relation,

M
ot =Y "¢V, )
i=1

where M is the number of snapshots/PIV realizations. The normalized basis functions are obtained
such that (®F, ") = §,,,, where 8,,,, is the Kronecker 8. The time coefficient, a*, of the POD modes
are calculated from the inner product of normalized ®* and v/,

d = (v, db). 3)
The relative energy, E,, of the POD modes is calculated as
r
E, = —2"— x 100%. 4)
r=17"r

The cumulative energy, E., of the POD modes is calculated as

c )Lr
_ Lk x 100%. (5)

¢ = M
r=1"r

The relative and cumulative energies, associated with various modes, are shown in Fig. 10. The
first 20 modes contribute Z60% of the flow energy. This indicates a low-dimensional nature of the
separated flow under consideration. However, Fig. 10 also shows that the relative energies of the first
and second modes are not equal, that is, the eigenvalues of the first and second modes are not degen-
erate. This implies that it is not associated with the vortex shedding. Similar observations for the case
of a separated shear layer are also reported in the literature [10,15,27,58,59]. While Michelis et al.
[15], who studied a separated shear layer subjected to an impulsive forcing, reported that the first
mode is due to the flapping motion of the shear layer, whereas others [e.g., Refs. [10,58,59]] reported
that the first POD mode is due to the low-frequency unsteadiness. However, in the present study, we
find that the relative energy (E,) of the first mode increases for « = 11° and 12° (see Fig. 10), and
then it decreases for o = 13°. This indicates that the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation first
increases and then reduces with an increasing angle of attack. The present experimental observation
is consistent with the recent observation of Eljack et al. [2], who numerically simulated a flow over

123901-12



EXPERIMENTS ON THE UNSTEADY MASSIVE ...

————
a=12°

wke T1E~ 1
4 @ 1 1t [ ]
O%Smoeem:mm X _._.__._.Ml_._G&Mzmo
0 10 200 10 200 10 20
M M M

FIG. 10. Variations of the relative and cumulative energy levels of the POD modes (i.e., the uv-POD modes)
for @ = 10°, 11°, 12°, and 13°. Open symbols correspond to the relative energy (E,) level, and closed symbols
correspond to the cumulative energy (E,) level.

a NACA-0012 airfoil and found that the amplitude of low-frequency oscillation increases and then
decreases with «.

The POD mode shapes are also calculated to identify the spatial structure associated with the
low- and high-frequency unsteadiness in the flow. The first six dominant POD modes are shown
in Fig. 11, for various «. Contours of the wall-normal component of the POD modes have been
superimposed with the vector plot of a POD mode. One can notice that there is no considerable
¢, component in the first mode for o« = 10°, 11°, and 12°; here, ¢, indicates the wall-normal
component of a POD mode. This shows that the vortical structure is absent. However, presence of a
small vortical structure can be observed for o = 13°. This is because of the fact that the flow does not
have sufficient momentum to reattach due to the high adverse pressure gradient. The instantaneous
flow field for @ = 13°, as displayed in Fig. 6, also shows flow separation near the trailing edge, even
at 87 ... On the other hand, the vortical structures are found to be absent in the first two modes for
o = 10° as the flow has sufficient momentum at o = 10°. However, the vortical structures are found
to be present from the third POD mode onward for all the cases. The mode shapes in Fig. 11 also
show that the location and sizes of the vortical structure change with the higher-order POD modes
(see M = 3-6 for all the cases), indicating their intermittent formation.

To find the unsteady characteristics associated with the POD modes, the time coefficients (a;—ag)
corresponding to the first six dominant POD modes are shown in Fig. 12, for all the cases. Figure 12
shows that the unsteadiness at o« = 10° is relatively small, as compared to the other cases, i.e.,
a = 11°,12°, and 13°. This is because of the fact that the flow at « = 10° is attached for the longer
time duration (see Fig. 7), and therefore, the amplitude of fluctuation is small for « = 10°. This
is also consistent with Fig. 10. As « increases to 11°, the time coefficient of the first POD mode,
ay, clearly shows the low-frequency oscillation. The amplitude of this low-frequency oscillation
is visibly higher than that for « = 10°. This high-amplitude low-frequency oscillation indicates
intense intermittent separation-reattachment of the flow, as is also seen for &« = 12°. However,
further increase in o to 13°, the amplitude of the oscillation decreases (see a; for @« = 13°), which
is also consistent with Fig. 10. This low-frequency oscillation reduces for the higher order modes
for o = 11°, 12°, 13° (see time series for a,—ag), and the high-frequency oscillation emerges due to
the shedding of the vortical structure.

Further, Fig. 13 shows the power spectra for the time coefficients. For all the cases of the
first mode, the maximum energy is seen to be distributed over the lower frequency range. This
is attributed to the low-frequency oscillation of the separated shear layers, as discussed earlier. Even
though the high-frequency oscillation appeared in the time-coefficients for the Modes M > 1, it
will not necessarily represent the vortex shedding mode. The vortex shedding modes are identified
using the v-POD analysis as detailed in the Appendix. We find that M-5, M-4, M-3, and M-3 are
the vortex shedding modes for the cases of « = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°, respectively. This implies that
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FIG. 11. Two-component POD modes (i.e., the uv-POD modes) superimposed with the contours of its
wall-normal component (i.e., ¢,). (a) @ = 10°, (b) @ = 11°, (¢c) & = 12°, (d) ¢ = 13°.

the modes in between the first mode and the vortex-shedding mode (e.g., M-2, M-3, and M-4 for
o = 10°) can be attributed to the interaction of the low-frequency and the vortex-shedding mode.

The above POD analysis reveals that the first POD mode is associated with the low-frequency dy-
namics of the flow. The amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation initially increases (till & = 12°)
and then reduces (¢ = 13°). The present experimental observation supports the numerical results of
Eljack et al. [2].

E. Separation and reattachment mechanisms

Here, we investigate the instantaneous flow fields to understand how the flow goes from the
attached state to the separated state and/or from the separated state to the attached state. We find
that the flow is in the attached state when &} reaches its minimum value, and the flow goes to a
completely separated state when §; reaches its maximum value (see Fig. 6, for « = 11° and o =
12°). It should be noted here that the separated and attached states at the maximum and minimum
values of &, respectively, may not be general, as it may change, if the flow conditions, such as
Re,., FST level, etc., change. However, it is found to hold good for the present separated cases.
To shed light on the separation and reattachment mechanisms, we choose one oscillation cycle
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FIG. 12. Comparison of the time coefficients of the first six POD modes for @ = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°.
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FIG. 13. Comparison of the frequency spectra of the first six POD modes for ¢ = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°.
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FIG. 14. One oscillation cycle of the §; from the Fig. 5, along with the §; estimated from the reconstructed
POD modes for the cases of « = 11° and « = 13°. Filled and open symbols correspond to the selected frames
for further investigation on increasing and decreasing d; curve, respectively.

of 6; for « = 11°, as shown in Fig. 14(a). One such similar oscillation cycle for o = 13° is also
shown in Fig. 14(b) to investigate how the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation decreases as
compared to the cases for o = 11° and o = 12°. Moreover, 6} 4.« pob mode A1 87 25 POD modes» Which
are instantaneous displacement thicknesses estimated from the reconstructed velocity fields using
the first POD mode and the first 25 POD modes, respectively, are also superimposed with ;. One
can clearly see that the 87 . popmode 1S @ssociated with the low-frequency oscillation, as shown in
Figs. 14(a) and 14(b). Further, the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation is seen to decrease for
the case of « = 13°, as compared to the case of « = 11°. However, 8;‘, 25 POD modes MAtches well with
the 6;, which indicates that the reconstructed velocity field with the first 25 POD modes is good
enough to capture the flow dynamics satisfactorily.

The instantaneous streamlines at some time instants corresponding to increasing and decreasing
8} are shown in Figs. 15(a) and 15(c), respectively. The contour line corresponding to U = 0 is also
superimposed with the streamlines to identify the separation and reattachment. These instantaneous
figures clearly show the progress of a nearly attached state to a separated state or a separated state
to a nearly attached state of the flow, along with some vortical structures. However, to make it more
clear, the instantaneous flow fields, as shown in Figs. 15(a) and 15(c), are reconstructed using 25
POD modes, and the corresponding streamlines are shown in Figs. 15(b) and 15(d), respectively. The
contour line corresponding to U = 0 in these reconstructed figures is obtained from a reconstructed
velocity field based on the first POD mode alone, as the first POD mode is associated with the
low-frequency oscillation of the shear layer. In a similar way, Mohammed-Taifour and Weiss
[10] identified a breathing motion of the turbulent separation bubble using the first POD mode
reconstruction. However, these reconstructed U = 0 contour lines and the reconstructed streamlines
now clearly show the separations and the vortical motions as compared to the instantaneous flow
fields in Figs. 15(a) and 15(c). It should be noted that the correspondences between the vortical
structure identified by the reconstructed closed streamlines and the reconstructed vorticity were
ensured; however, this has not been shown here for brevity.

Figure 15(b) clearly displays how a small separated region goes to the fully separated state.
At time instant 6A¢, a small vortex at about x/c = 0.5 is seen to enlarge both in the streamwise
and wall-normal directions, as compared to the time instant at 1 A¢. This vortex pumps the fluid
upstream, leading to an increase in the height of the shear layer. As a result, the shear layer becomes
unstable, resulting in another vortex at 11A¢ time instant. As time progresses, the separated region
further extends in both the streamwise and wall-normal directions. Eventually, the separated region
reaches the trailing edge and forms an open bubble [see Fig. 15(b) at 21 At]. Subsequently, the larger
vortical structures form and convect downstream, as seen in the subsequent time instants (26—41A¢)
in Fig. 15(b). The streamlines show that the vortical structure pumps fluids upstream. Therefore,
comparing Figs. 14(a) and 15(b), it can be interpreted that the height of the shear layer increases
due to the backflow pumped by the downstream vortical structure. Now, the question arises of how
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FIG. 15. Comparison of the instantaneous and the reconstructed streamlines using first 25 POD modes for
the case of o = 11°. (a), (b) Instantaneous and its reconstructed streamlines corresponding to the time instants
shown by filled symbols in Fig. 14(a). (c), (d) Instantaneous and its reconstructed streamlines corresponding
to the time instants shown by open symbols in Fig. 14(a). Description of blue line: (a), (c) the isoline of U = 0
estimated from the instantaneous velocity field; (b), (d) the isoline of U = 0 estimated from the reconstructed
velocity field using first POD mode.

this backflow pumping mechanism is stopped and whether this mechanism also plays a role in the
reattachment process.

The time sequence in Fig. 15(d) displays how the flow goes to the reattachment state from the
completely separated state. At time instant 1Az, a vortical structure, which can clearly be seen
in Fig. 15(d), pumps the fluid upstream. As time progresses, this vortical structure gets distorted
while it convects downstream, as seen in Fig. 15(d) at 11A¢ time instant. This distortion of the
vortical structure may be attributed to the secondary instability of the separated shear layer [26].
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Here, secondary instability refers to the instability in the shed vortices. This instability in the shed
vortices occurs mainly due to the spanwise deformation of the vortex core (elliptical instability) and
the penetration of the three-dimensional disturbances from the braid region (hyperbolic instability)
to the main vortex region [26]. The loss of coherent pattern/severe distortion of the vortex due
to the secondary instability may depend on the level of spanwise deformation and the strength of
the three dimensional disturbances entering into the main vortex region. At time instant 11Az¢, this
level might be high, leading to incoherent pattern/severe distortion. However, further investigation
is necessary to confirm this aspect. Due to the distortion of the vortical structure, the supply of the
backflow to the upstream reduces, leading to the reduction in the height of the shear layer, as can
be seen in Fig. 15(d) at 21 Ar time instant. The reduction in the shear layer height increases the
viscous effect leading to further contraction of the separated region, as seen at 31 At instant. As
time progresses further, the vortical structure completely disappears, leading the major part of the
flow to the attached state, as seen at 41 Ar time instant.

The time sequence in Fig. 16 demonstrates how the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation
decreases as « increases to 13°. Figures 16(a) and 16(b) show the instantaneous and reconstructed
streamlines, respectively, corresponding to the time instants at which §; decrease [Fig. 14(b)].
Similarly, Figs. 16(c) and 16(d) show the instantaneous and reconstructed streamlines, respectively,
corresponding to the time instants at which 6; increases [Fig. 14(b)]. It should be noted that the
flow field was reconstructed using the first 25 energetic POD modes, as was done for o = 11°.
The instantaneous U = 0 line is superimposed with the instantaneous streamlines, whereas the
contour line corresponding to U = 0 in the reconstructed figures is obtained from a reconstructed
velocity field based on the first POD mode alone and it is also superimposed with the reconstructed
streamlines, as shown in Figs. 16(b) and 16(d). These reconstructed figures clearly show the
separation and the vortical structures, as compared to the instantaneous streamlines.

Figure 16(b) at 1At time instant clearly shows that the flow is fully separated and the vortical
structures are well organized. As time progresses, these vortical structures convect downstream. In
the process, the supply of the backflow in the upstream direction reduces, leading to a reduction
in the height of the shear layer [see the reconstructed panel at 11A¢ time instant in Fig. 16(b)].
Nevertheless, the separated flow continues to exist due to the next developing vortex near the leading
edge [see the reconstructed panel at 11A¢ time instant in Fig. 16(b)]. This vortex does not grow in
size but gets distorted and losses its coherent pattern (see the reconstructed panel at 41 At time
instant). As a result, the supply of the backflow in the upstream direction decreases, as seen in the
reconstructed panel at 41 Atr in 16(b). Although the vortical structure gets distorted and losses its
coherent pattern, the flow does not go to the attached state, as was observed for the case of « = 11°
[see Fig. 15(d)]. On the contrary, the shear layer height increases as time progresses, as shown in
Fig. 14. The streamlines in Fig. 16(d) show how the flow develops in the subsequent time instants.
A small vortical structure near the leading edge grows with time, as seen in the reconstructed panels
at 1-9Ar time instants in Fig. 16(d). In the process, the shear height increases, eventually leading
to another vortical structure at 13A¢ instant. Similar vortical structures were also observed in the
process of increasing &; for o = 11°, as seen in the reconstructed panels at 1-9A¢ time instants
in Fig. 15(b). As time progresses, the supply of the backflow in the upstream direction increases,
which leads to the generation of a stronger vortical structure [see the reconstructed panel at 33A¢
time instant in Fig. 16(d)].

Therefore, the reduction in the amplitude of the low-frequency oscillation for the case of @ = 13°
can mainly be attributed to the supply of continuous backflow to the upstream direction from the
downstream vortical structures, as compared to the case of « = 11°. The reduction in low-frequency
oscillation is associated with the reduced oscillation in the shear layer height, which is similar to
the mechanism of mean flow deformation, as detailed in Marxen and Henningson [26]. However,
the main source for the flow deformation in the present study and in the study of Marxen and Rist
[60] are internally varying backflow due to the downstream vortical structure and the externally
imposed disturbance, respectively. Moreover, it was found that a minimum amount of disturbance
is necessary to maintain the bubble in a short bubble state/vortex shedding state. Otherwise, the
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FIG. 16. Comparison of the instantaneous and its reconstructed streamlines using first 25 POD modes for
the case of o = 13°. (a), (b) Instantaneous and its reconstructed streamlines corresponding to the time instants
shown by open symbols in Fig. 14(b). (c), (d) Instantaneous and its reconstructed streamlines corresponding to
the time instants shown by filled symbols in Fig. 14(b). Description of blue line: (a), (c) the isoline of U = 0
estimated from the instantaneous velocity field; (b), (d) the isoline of U = 0 estimated from the reconstructed
velocity field using first POD mode.

bubble goes to a long bubble state with the absence of vortex shedding signature [see Ref. [26]],
which is called a bursting state. In contrast, the present study shows the vortex shedding even in
the long bubble state (completely separated state). Similar to the present study, the vortex-shedding
signature in the long bubble without any external disturbance (i.e., at 0% FST) is also observed in
some previous studies [e.g., Refs. [53,59]]. The discrepancy, that is, the presence of vortex shedding
in the present work and the absence of vortex shedding/bursting in the work of Marxen and Rist [60]
for a long bubble, may be due to the different base flow states for which the stability characteristics
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FIG. 17. Variation of the reconstructed instantaneous velocity profiles extracted at x/c = 0.3, using the first
POD mode, for « = 11°. (a) Reconstructed velocity profiles that correspond to TR-PIV realizations shown in
Fig. 15(a). (b) Reconstructed velocity profiles that correspond to TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(c).

may be different. This implies that the absence of the vortex shedding from a long bubble (or bubble
bursting) may not solely depend on the minimum amount of disturbance amplitude but also on the
influence of the other parameters, such as the distance between the point of inflection from the wall,
amount of reverse flow, etc. Therefore, we investigate the change of shape of the velocity profiles
and their stability characteristics in the following sections.

F. Instantaneous velocity profiles during the low-frequency oscillation

It is interesting to investigate the instantaneous velocity profiles while the separated shear layer
is subjected to low-frequency oscillation, as these profiles may be associated with the inflectional
instability leading to intermittent vortex shedding. From the analyses in Secs. III D and III E, we
find that the first POD mode is associated with low-frequency oscillation. Hence, the reconstructed
velocity profiles using the first POD mode at x/c = 0.3 are displayed in Fig. 17(a), corresponding
to the time instants shown in Fig. 15(a). The points of inflection (y;,) are also shown in Fig. 17(a);
it should be noted here that these points are estimated following Nishioka et al. [61] from the
curve-fitted velocity profiles to avoid errors due to the numerical differentiation. Figure. 17(a) shows
the variations in the velocity profiles when the flow goes from an attached state to a completely
separated state. Similarly, Fig. 17(b) shows the variations in the velocity profiles when the flow
goes from a completely separated state to an attached state.

While a separated flow changes from an attached state to a completely separated state, one can
clearly see that the heights of the inflection points and the mean dividing streamlines (y;) from
the wall increase with time as can be seen in Fig. 17(a). This leads the flow to be unstable via
the inflectional instability mechanism. Consequently, a vortical structure originates due to the shear
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FIG. 18. Variation of the reconstructed instantaneous velocity profiles extracted at x/c = 0.3, using the first
POD mode, for « = 13°. (a) Reconstructed velocity profiles that correspond to TR-PIV realizations shown in
Fig. 16(a). (b) Reconstructed velocity profiles that correspond to TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(c).

layer roll-up, and the flow goes to a fully separated state, as seen in Fig. 15 at 16At. Interestingly, at
this time instant, y,; crosses the point of inflection in the wall-normal direction [Fig. 17(a)], which
leads to y;/vi,» > 1. This satisfies the absolute instability criterion proposed by Avanci et al. [62].
Moreover, the value of MRV(=29%) also satisfies the absolute instability criterion of the velocity
profile proposed by Alam and Sandham [23]. From the 21 At instant onward (i.e., when the larger
vortices originate, as seen in Fig. 15), both the absolute instability criteria as mentioned above are
satisfied [see Fig. 17(a) from 21-41Azt instants]. This observation indicates that absolute instability
may be a source for the generation of coherent vortical structures in the separated shear layer.

However, while a separated flow changes from a completely separated state to an attached state,
heights of the points of inflection decrease with time, as shown in Fig. 17(b). The point of inflection
is also seen to cross over y, in the wall-normal direction. This indicates that the velocity profiles go
to an absolutely stable state. Furthermore, the MRV values for the velocity profiles also decrease
with time, eventually leading to negate the absolute instability criterion of Alam and Sandham [23]
(see Fig. 17(b) at 41 At instant). The vortical structures are also found to be absent at this time
instant.

Results presented in Sec. III E at @« = 13° show that the reduction in the low-frequency oscillation
is mainly due to the continuous supply of backflow to the upstream from a vortical structure
generated downstream. Hence, it is tempting to ask the question: Does the absolute instability
criterion prevail for the longer time for o = 13°, as compared to the case of @ = 11°? Therefore,
similar to the case of o = 11°, the reconstructed velocity profiles for &« = 13° are also shown in
Figs. 18(a) and 18(b). These figures show that the absolute instability criteria are satisfied based
on both the MRV values and y,; > yj, for all the velocity profiles; y;, does not cross over the y,; in
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FIG. 19. Space-time variation of y;,/y, calculated from the reconstructed velocity profiles using the first
POD mode. (a) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(a). (b) Corresponding to the
TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(c). (¢) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(a).
(d) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(c). The shaded region represents the absolutely
unstable region according to the criterion of Avanci et al. [62]. The direction of the arrow indicates increasing
time in panels (a) and (b).

any of the velocity profiles, in contrast to the case of « = 11°. This implies that these absolutely
unstable velocity profiles at « = 13° make the vortex-shedding process more regular and reduce the
vertical oscillation of the shear layer.

Instead of investigating the absolute instability condition of Avanci et al. [62] at a particular
streamwise location, several locations are considered to check the streamwise extension of the
absolutely unstable region with time. The space-time variation of yj,/y, is shown in Fig. 19. When
the flow goes from attached to a completely separated state, the variation of y;,/y,; is shown in
Fig. 19(a), which shows that the velocity profiles are absolutely stable not locally but also at all
the spatial locations, at the time instant 1 Az. However, the velocity profiles are absolutely unstable
for all the spatial locations at the time instant 41 Az. This indicates the possibility of changing the
flow states from globally stable to unstable. Similar yj,/y, variations are observed when the flow
goes from a completely separated state to an attached state, as shown in Fig. 19(b). In contrast
to the case of @ = 11°, the velocity profiles are always found to be absolutely unstable at all x/c
locations for o = 13° case, except for 0.45 < x/c < 0.65. A small increase in the value of yi, /v,
within 0.45 < x/c < 0.65 is due to the secondary recirculation region with positive velocity values
close to the wall. As a result, y; value decreases, leading to an increase in y;,/y; values. It is
interesting to note the two-fold effect of the y;,/y; on the flow state at « = 11°. When the flow
goes from the attached to the separated state or from the separated to the attached state, the yi,/yq
values cross 1, as shown in Figs. 19(a) and 19(b), respectively. Therefore, while y;,/y; = 1, the
flow may go either to the attached or the separated state in the subsequent time instants, depending
on the increase/decrease of y;,/y, values. This increase/decrease of yi,/y; values depends on the
backflow received from the downstream vortical structure, which may in turn act as a controlling
parameter.
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FIG. 20. Space-time variation of MRV calculated from the reconstructed velocity profiles using the first
POD mode. (a) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(a). (b) Corresponding to the
TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(c). (c) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(a).
(d) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(c). The shaded region represents the absolutely
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increasing time in panels (a) and (b).

Furthermore, the space-time variation of MRV is also estimated to find the evolution of absolute
instability region using the criteria of Alam and Sandham [23], as shown in Fig. 20. The MRV
region is found to gradually extend in the streamwise direction with time, as shown in Fig. 20(a),
corresponding to the time instants at which the flow goes from an attached state to a completely
separated state. The MRV region extends in the streamwise direction, and the amount of backflow
increases with time, leading to the global increase in the backflow region. Though it starts to increase
from the time instant 1 At¢, it does not satisfy the absolute instability criterion of Avanci et al. [62]
or Alam and Sandham [23] till the time instant 11 A¢. The increase in the backflow till 11A¢ may be
attributed to the small convective structures that may emerge due to the convective instability [for
instance, see Fig. 15(b) for time instants 1-11At¢]; this is addressed in the next section. However,
the flow satisfies the absolute instability criteria after the time instant 11A¢. Eventually, the absolute
instability criteria satisfy almost at all x/c locations, as was also found in the space-time variation
of yin/ya [see Fig. 19(a)]. Similarly, when the flow goes from a completely separated state to an
attached state [Fig. 15(d)], the MRV regions [Fig. 20(b)] are also found to be consistent with space-
time variation of yj;, /4, as shown in Fig. 19(b). For the case of « = 13° the significant variation is
not found in the MRV regions [Figs. 20(c) and 20(d)], as seen in the case of « = 11°. Moreover,
it always satisfies the absolute instability criteria for x/c > 0.15, which indicates the possibility of
global instability. Therefore, the results obtained from the two absolute instability criteria suggest
that intermittent massive separation may be due to changing the flow state from globally stable to
globally unstable.

The above absolute instability criteria are proposed based on the analytical velocity profiles
by Avanci et al. [62] and the simulated velocity profiles over a flat plate geometry by Alam and
Sandham [23], which may not be appropriate for the present study. Therefore, we have carried out
a spatiotemporal stability analysis in the following section to confirm the above observations.
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G. Spatiotemporal linear stability analysis

Linear stability analysis is often carried out to find the stability characteristics of a fluid dynam-
ical system perturbed with a small infinitesimal disturbance (g). For such analysis, the disturbance
is usually considered as the normal mode form. For two dimensional disturbance (g), it can be
expressed as q(x, y, 1) ~ q(y)e!®**=“") where k and w are wave number and frequency, respectively;
here q(x, v, t) = [u, v, p]”, where u, v and p are the streamwise disturbance velocity, wall-normal
disturbance velocity and the pressure disturbance, respectively. Using the normal mode form of the
disturbances and the parallel flow approximation in the Navier—Stokes equation, one can obtain the
following Orr-Sommerfield equation (OSE) [see [63—65], for details],

(kUp — )[D" — k*D] — kU = —é[f/’” — 21" + kD], (6)

where U, is the base flow velocity, and the prime (') indicates the derivative with respect to y; here for
normalization, the boundary layer edge velocity (U, ;) and the displacement thickness (8}) are used
as the velocity and length scales, respectively. These scales are also used to normalize the equation 6.
Some previous studies demonstrated that the linear stability analysis can predict the vortex shedding
characteristics even though the flow is not exactly parallel [e.g., Refs. [38,53,54,59]]. Diwan and
Ramesh [66] justified the parallel flow approximation for the separation bubbles, using the condition
d(V/U)/dy = 0, except at the turning point, i.e., at U = 0. Further, for the linear stability analysis,
various types of base velocity profiles, such as steady velocity profile, mean velocity profile,
short distance spatially averaged velocity profile, quasi-steady velocity profile, and unsteady/time-
varying velocity profile, have been considered in the literature [e.g., Refs. [15,35,37,67-70]]. For
example, Michelis et al. [15] and Hack and Zaki [70] carried out the spatial stability analysis
for the velocity profile at different time instants to investigate the time variation of the stability
characteristics. Following these works, we used the reconstructed and curve-fitted velocity profiles,
similar to those shown in Figs. 17 and 18, for the stability analysis in the present study. It should
be noted here that the velocity profiles were reconstructed using the first POD mode, which is
a low-frequency mode, as discussed earlier. Such slowly time-varying velocity profiles can be
used as base velocity profiles if the slow diffusion/low-frequency timescale (¢;) is larger than the
convective/instability timescale (z.) [15,69,71].

Following the work of Hall and Parker [71], ratio of the diffusion timescale to the convective
timescale for the present work can be written as Re = U,8/v, which is found to vary 103-10* for
the velocity profiles considered in the present study. In addition, one can also estimate the ratio of the
low-frequency and the convective timescales from the first (a;) and the fourth (a4) time-coefficients
of the uv-POD modes at o = 11°, as these modes are associated with the low-frequency oscillation
of the separated shear layer and the vortex shedding, respectively. From this estimate also, we found
that the low-frequency timescale is reasonably higher (~10") than the vortex shedding/instability
timescale. This indicates that the quasi-steady approach [15,69,71] is applicable to the present study.
Furthermore, the variation of d(V/U)/dy in the wall-normal direction (not shown here for brevity)
was also found to be nearly zero except at the turning point for both « = 11° and o = 13°, as
reported by Diwan and Ramesh [66]. Therefore, the parallel flow approximation is also applicable
to the velocity profiles considered in the present study.

For the numerical solution of the above equation, a velocity profile is discretized using the
spectral collocation method at the Gauss—Lobatto points y; = cos(%) [64,65]. We used 180 points

(j=0,1,...,N, — 1) for discretizing a velocity profile in the y direction. For the given values of
k (complex numbers), equation 6 is solved with the boundary conditions ? = v’ = 0 at the wall
(y = 0) and the far-field (y — 00), which yields the local dispersion relation, D(w, k) = 0. The
w values in the complex k plane form the saddle point where dw/dk = 0 [62,65]. The values
of w and k at the saddle point are called the absolute frequency (wp) and the wave number (k).
The real and imaginary parts of wy are the angular frequency (wp ) and the temporal growth rate

(wo,;) of the disturbance wave. If wg; > 0, then the velocity profile is called absolutely unstable,
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FIG. 21. Validation of the spatiotemporal stability analysis results. (a) Velocity profile corresponding to the
profile P3 mentioned in Avanci et al. [62]. (b) Contours of temporal growth rate w; in the complex k plane.
(c) Temporal growth rate w; versus group velocity C, = dw/dk.

whereas it is called convectively unstable if wg; < 0 [22,24,72]. The present linear stability code
has been validated with the results of Avanci et al. [62]. They used an analytical velocity pro-
file, U (y)/U, = {tanh(Ay)[tanh(Ay — B) + C1}/(1 + C), for the spatiotemporal stability analysis, as
shown in Fig. 21(a). We used this velocity profile with the given constants and solved equation (6)
for validation purposes. Figures 21(b) and 21(c) show the w; contour in the complex k plane and the
variation of w; against dw/dk, respectively. These spatiotemporal stability results show an excellent
agreement with Avanci et al. [62].

As mentioned earlier, we used the curve-fitted velocity profiles at different x/c locations and
at different instants of time to investigate the spatiotemporal stability characteristics. For example,
Figs. 17 and 18 show the curve-fitted velocity profiles at x/c = 0.3 location but at different instants
of time. Similarly, we used the curve-fitted velocity profiles at different x/c locations, as well, for
the spatiotemporal stability characteristics.

Figure 22(a) shows the variations of both the temporal (wp ;) and spatial (ko ;) growth rates of
the reconstructed velocity profiles corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(a).
The left and right-hand sides of y axis correspond to wq; and ko ;, respectively. The symbols
corresponding to wy; and ko ; are also displayed with the same colors of their respective y axis.
It should be noted that the saddle points were not observed at some streamwise locations where the
separated region is found to be very small. Similar observations are also reported for a flow over an
airfoil in the literature [e.g., Ref. [73]]. This may be attributed to the negligible amount of back flow
near the reattachment region where the velocity profiles are comparatively fuller with high level of
velocity fluctuations than those at initial stages of a separation bubble. However, this needs further
attention. We plotted the wy ; and ko ; at those locations where the saddle point was clearly observed
for the case of @ = 11° [for example, see time instants 1-11A¢ in Fig. 22(a)]. Due to the variation of
8; and U, ; with time and space, wy; and k¢ ; are normalized using Uy, and chord length (c) for the
better comparison. At time instant 1 At, the flow is in the attached state [see Fig. 15(b)]. The velocity
profiles at this time instant (along x/c) show the flow is convectively unstable (wp; < 0). As time
progresses, wy; value increases, reaching the positive values almost at all the x/c locations at the
time instant 16A¢. Comparing Figs. 20(a) and 22(a), one observes that the increasing wy ; values are
related to an increase of MRV values. Furthermore, at the initial time instants (1-11At), the velocity
profiles are convectively unstable, and the MRV values are also increasing at this time instants. This
indicates that a convective instability may be the reason for the increase of the MRV values at
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FIG. 22. Space-time variation of temporal growth rate estimated from the reconstructed velocity profiles
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Fig. 16(a). (d) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 16(c). The shaded region represents
an absolutely unstable region according to the local stability analysis. The direction of the arrow indicates
increasing time in panels (a) and (b), for w; .

g T

—o- 1At -8 6At —9- LIAL| L —o- 1At -8 6At —o- 11A]

—A- 16At —g- 21At —p 26At| 1 - —A- 16At —g- 21At —p 26At| 1

—4- 31At —k 36A¢ —d 41A¢| ] I “ —- 31At —k 36At 1

0 1 1 L i L i L [ L I-u .u M ;

. S ——— S ——

(© —o- 1At -m- 6At —- 11At (d) L - 5At  —o- 9At | 4

—A- 16At —g- 21At —p- 26At | T r - 17At = 21At| 1

3 2 —q- 31At =k 36At - 41At I 29At —- 33At| T

b 5 4

. ]

Q 4

& ]

~ - - - .
S

SiE, ]

o -l e
. %ﬁ—:
0 1 1 1 i i i 1 i 1 i L i i L 1 i i i L M i M 1 i
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8
x/c z/c

FIG. 23. Space-time variation of most amplified frequency estimated from the reconstructed velocity
profiles using the first POD mode. (a) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(a).
(b) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations shown in Fig. 15(c). (c) Corresponding to the TR-PIV realizations
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9(d), respectively.
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FIG. 24. The temporal variation of the eigenmodes for « = 11°, at x/c = 0.3. (a) Corresponding to the
velocity profiles shown in Fig. 17(a). (b) Corresponding to the velocity profiles shown in Fig. 17(b).

the time-instants 1-11A¢. The presence of convective instability is also confirmed by the spatial
stability analysis of the velocity profiles at these time instants, but the results are not presented here
for brevity. For the time instants greater than 16Az, the entire velocity profiles along x/c become
absolutely unstable, which is consistent with the other absolute instability criteria discussed in the
previous Sec. IIT F. Similarly, when the flow goes from a completely separated state to an attached
state [Fig. 15(c)], wo; values gradually decrease with time, and eventually go to negative values,
as shown in Fig. 22(b). This implies a change of state from an absolutely unstable to convectively
unstable state. For the case of @ = 13°, the wy ; values, corresponding to Figs. 16(a) and 16(c), show
the velocity profiles are always absolutely unstable, as shown in Fig. 22(c) and 22(d), respectively.
This implies that the flow may be globally unstable at all time instants.

The most amplified frequency is calculated from the real part of the absolute frequency, i.e.,
Just = wo,/2m. Figure 23 shows the variation of fist = wp /27 for both cases of « = 11° and
13°. The variation at a particular location is found to be insignificant at different time instants,
whereas significant variation in the local f; gt can be noticed at different x/c locations. Moreover, the
frequency decreases in the downstream locations. This may be attributed to the combined effect of
vin locations and the MRV values. Investigations of the analytical velocity profiles in some previous
studies show that a higher MRV value in the velocity profile can lead to a lower frequency, and
a higher yj;, leads to an increase in the frequency [62,74]. In the intermittent separation process,
the MRV and shear layer height change simultaneously. For example, when the flow goes from an
attached state to a separated state, both MRV and 6* values increase with time. The simultaneous
increase in MRV and 6* leads to a nearly constant frequency with time. This indicates that the
prediction of fisr is difficult solely based on the MRV or just based on the shear layer height.
But interestingly, fist asymptotically becomes comparable with the experimental frequency band
(shaded region in Fig. 23) toward the trailing edge region, indicating the possible location of the
wavemaker [24,37] close to the trailing edge.

Figure 24 shows the time variation of the eigenmode shapes corresponding to the velocity profile
inFig. 17 atx/c = 0.3 for « = 11°. The eigenmodes, corresponding to the time instants at which the
flow goes from an attached state to a completely separated state [Fig. 17(a)], and from a completely
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FIG. 25. The temporal variation of the Eigenmodes for o = 13°, at x/c = 0.3. (a) Corresponding to the
velocity profiles shown in Fig. 18(a). (b) Corresponding to the velocity profiles shown in Fig. 18(b).

separated state to an attached state [Fig. 17(b)], are shown in Figs. 24(a) and 24(b), respectively.
Moreover, the velocity profiles also show the change of the stability state (convective to absolute)
at x/c = 0.3, as can be deduced from Fig. 22(a); hence we chose x/c = 0.3 to show the eigenmode
variation at different time instants. It should be noted that y has been normalized by the displacement
thickness estimated from the mean velocity profile at x/c = 0.3. The location of the yj,, y; and
height of the recirculating region (yy—o) are superimposed with the eigenmode shapes for better
comparison. In addition, the values of ky ;c and wy ; are also shown on top of each panel in Fig. 24. At
time instant 1 Az in Fig. 24(a), the eigenmode associated with the streamwise velocity, i, shows the
two peaks: one is near the location of y;,, and another is inside the location of recirculating region.
Even though one of the peaks of # profile lies inside the recirculating region, it may not be associated
with the upstream propagation of the disturbance as the instability is found to be convective in
nature (i.e., wp; < 0) at this time instant. When the velocity profile becomes absolutely unstable (at
time instant 16At), both the peaks of # profile, one inside the recirculating region and another at
the inflection point, lie below the y,. Similar features are also observed in the absolutely unstable
eigenmodes of Avanci et al. [62]. Presence of absolute instability leads to an upstream propagation
of a disturbance, which can be related to the supply of backflow to the upstream direction. This could
be the reason for the abrupt growth of the separated region. For instance, one can see Fig. 15 at time
instants 16—41A¢. The same characteristics continue till the time instant 41 Af, which makes the
self-sustained oscillation. Similarly, both peaks of i lie below the y, for the time instants 1-21A¢,
as shown in Fig. 24(b). This corresponds to the time instants at which the flow is in a completely
separated state [see Fig. 15(d)]. Moreover, the w, ; value is also positive, indicating the existence of
an upstream propagation of the disturbance. At time instant 26 At, the w; value goes to a negative
value, which is indicative of a convectively unstable state, and this can be related to the absence of
backflow supply to the upstream direction. In both convectively and absolutely unstable states, the
shapes of the eigenmodes are found to be similar. The only difference is the location of the fipeax
relative to y,.

The eigenmode shapes corresponding to the velocity profiles in Figs. 18(a) and 18(b) are shown
in Figs. 25(a) and 25(b), respectively. No significant variation can be noticed in the eigenmode
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FIG. 26. A schematic to illustrate the mechanism of intermittent massive separation. (a) Attached to
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shapes. Even the location of fipe.x does not change significantly. This is expected as the velocity
profiles are always absolutely unstable, for this case. This may lead to self-sustained oscillation, as
the velocity profiles are found to be absolutely unstable at all time instants.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

The surface pressure measurements and the TR-PIV measurements are carried out to investigate
the unsteady flow characteristics over an upper surface of NACA-0012 aerofoil at chord-based
Reynolds number, Re, = 5 x 10*. The instantaneous flow fields are investigated for the four angles
of attack, i.e., at « = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°. The mean flow results show that the flow is separated
over the entire surface of an aerofoil and satisfies the absolute instability criteria for the case of
11°,12°, 13°. However, the complete separation is seen to be intermittent in the instantaneous
TR-PIV realizations. This was identified by the instantaneous displacement thickness, §;. When
) reaches its minimum value in its variation, the flow in the major part of the upper surface was
found to be in the attached state and vice versa.

The time sequence of the instantaneous flow field and the POD analysis are utilized to understand
the mechanism of the intermittent massive separation, as summarized below. A small separated
region is formed near the leading edge, and then it grows temporally without any significant vortex
shedding. However, the height of the separated shear layer increases in the process of its temporal
growth phase. Consequently, the shear layer becomes inflectionally unstable and sheds the vortices
downstream. These shedding vortices convect downstream and supply the backflow in the upstream
direction. As a result, the height of the separated shear layer increases in the upstream direction,
leading to stronger and larger vortices. Finally, the flow goes to a completely separated state. While
the larger vortex gets distorted and loses its coherent pattern, the strength of the vortex and the
supply of the backflow in the upstream direction reduce, leading to a reduction in the shear layer
height. In the process, the size of the separation bubble reduces, leading the flow over a major part
of an upper surface to the attached state. A simple schematic is shown in Fig. 26 to explain the
mechanism of this intermittent separation process.

A spatiotemporal stability analysis has also been carried out for the reconstructed local velocity
profiles to understand their stability characteristics in this process. When a separated region is in the
reattached state, the local stability analysis shows that the flow is convectively unstable. When the
flow is in a completely separated state without reattachment, it is found to be absolutely unstable.
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This indicates the upstream propagation of the disturbance, which is related to the supply of the
backflow to the upstream direction from the downstream vortical structure, as shown schematically
in Fig. 26(a). This is also found to be consistent with the streamline contour, as shown in Fig. 15(b).
However, when the massive separated region goes to an attached state, the stability characteristics
of the flow change from an absolutely unstable state to convectively unstable state [Fig. 26(b)]. The
absolute instability characteristics are also found to be consistent with the absolute instability criteria
proposed in the literature [23,62]. Thus these analyses clearly demonstrate that the intermittent
massive separation process is related to the change of the stability characteristics of the velocity
profiles from convectively unstable state to an absolutely unstable state and vice versa.
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APPENDIX

The POD analysis of the fluctuating v velocity component is termed the v-POD analysis.
We carried out this analysis for all the cases since it is suitable to characterize the shedding
characteristics of the separated flow [see Refs. [27,75], for details]. A similar procedure, as was
followed for the uv-POD analysis, is also used even for the v-POD analysis. Instead of using both the
fluctuating velocity components, only the v component is used here. Figure 27 shows that the first
two modes contribute a nearly equal amount of energy for all the cases. Further, this figure shows
that the relative energy of the first two modes increases with increasing «. This is attributed to the
high v fluctuation that occurs due to the highly organized coherent structures with increasing angle
of attack.

The spatial mode shapes of the first two modes are found to be similar with a just spatial shift,
as shown in Fig. 28. The time coefficients of the first two modes are also found to be similar with
just a shift in time, as shown in Fig. 29. This space-time shift indicates that the first two modes
are associated with a convective structure. The power spectra, estimated from the time coefficients,
are shown in Figs. 29(e)-29(h). The spectra of the time coefficients corresponding to the first two

10 200 10 200
M

FIG. 27. Variation of the relative and cumulative energy levels of the v-POD modes for « = 10°, 11°, 12°,
and 13°. Open symbols correspond to the relative energy (E,) level and closed symbols correspond to the
cumulative energy (E,) level.
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FIG. 28. First two energetic v-POD modes. (a) @ = 10°, (b) @ = 11°, (c) & = 12°, (d) @ = 13°.

modes estimated from the v-POD analysis are found to be nearly similar. Moreover, these power
spectra nearly match with the power spectra of the higher order modes of the uv POD modes. The
power spectra of the uv-POD modes, M-5, M-4, M-3, M-3 for « = 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°, respectively,
match with the power spectra of M-1 and M-2 of the v-POD modes. This may be attributed
to the generation of the convective structure at those uv-POD modes. This also implies that the
contribution of the convective structure to the total fluctuating field is enhanced with increasing .
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FIG. 29. Comparison of the time coefficients of the first two v-POD modes and their power spectra. v-POD
time coefficients, (a) o = 10°, (b) @ = 11°, (¢c) @ = 12°, (d) « = 13°; v-POD frequency spectra, (e) ¢ = 10°,
Ha=11°(g)a =12°(h) o = 13°.
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