PHYSICAL REVIEW E 94, 023312 (2016)

Lattice Boltzmann model for a steady radiative transfer equation
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A complete lattice Boltzmann model (LBM) is proposed for the steady radiative transfer equation (RTE).
The RTE can be regarded as a pure convection equation with a source term. To derive the expressions for
the equilibrium distribution function and the relaxation time, an artificial isotropic diffusion term is introduced
to form a convection-diffusion equation. When the dimensionless relaxation time has a value of 0.5, the lattice
Boltzmann equation (LBE) is exactly applicable to the original steady RTE. We also perform a multiscale analysis
based on the Chapman-Enskog expansion to recover the macroscopic RTE from the mesoscopic LBE. The D2Q9
model is used to solve the LBE, and the numerical results obtained by the LBM are comparable to the results
obtained by other methods or analytical solutions, which demonstrates that the proposed model is highly accurate
and stable in simulating multidimensional radiative transfer. In addition, we find that the convergence rate of the
LBM depends on the transport properties of RTE: for diffusion-dominated RTE with a large optical thickness,
the LBM shows a second-order convergence rate in space, while for convection-dominated RTE with a small

optical thickness, a lower convergence rate is observed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The radiative transfer equation (RTE) describes how pho-
tons propagate through random or participating media that
scatter and absorb photons as well as emit photons. The
radiative transfer equation has broad applications in thermal
fields associated with high-temperature environments, such
as astrophysics, atmospheric science, biomedical optics, and
nuclear reactor physics, among others. Numerical simulation
is an important tool for investigating the radiative transfer
problem, and many numerical methods have been developed,
such as the Monte Carlo method (MCM) [1-3], the zonal
method [4,5], the spherical harmonics method (Py) [6], the
discrete-ordinates method (DOM) [7-11], the finite-volume
method (FVM) [12,13], the finite-element method (FEM)
[14,15], and the meshless method [16,17]. The MCM and zonal
method are based on tracing the ray trajectory of radiation
and can be regarded as benchmark methods with high com-
putational accuracy. However, they are often time consuming
even for relatively simple problems. The DOM, FVM, FEM,
and meshless methods are based on global discretizations of
the RTE and have the advantages of ease, efficiency, and
flexibility to deal with multidimensional complex radiative
transfer problems. However, these schemes suffer greatly from
the instability caused by the convection-dominated property of
the RTE with a small optical thickness.

Differing greatly from the numerical methods mentioned
above, the lattice Boltzmann method (LBM) is a kinetic-
based numerical model that has attracted a good amount of
attention in the recent two decades or more. It has played
an active role in solving a vast range of transport problems,
including magnetohydrodynamic flow [18-20], multiphase
flows [21-24], electrokinetic flows [25,26], electro-osmotic
flows [27-29], electroconvection [30], heat transfer in a
nanofluid [31-34], and the phase change problem [35-38].
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Compared to the traditional computational fluid dynamics
method based on the macroscopic continuum equations, owing
to its mesoscopic nature, LBM offers some distinct advantages.
It allows for a simple calculation procedure, high parallelism,
and easy implementation of complex boundary conditions
including a moving boundary, and it is highly adaptable to
coupled multiphysics problems.

In recent years, some useful attempts have been made to
solve radiative transfer problems using LBM. Mishra et al.
[39,40] developed a lattice Boltzmann formulation for the
analysis of radiative heat transfer problems in a participat-
ing medium. However, the method had some assumptions:
scattering was assumed to be isotropic; the polar direction was
isotropic and the angular dependence of intensity was only
in the azimuthal direction; the particle distribution functions
streamed only in finite discrete directions; and the fictitious
speed of light was equal to the information propagating
velocity, which caused a large total error. Ma et al. [41] derived
macroscopic conservation equations of radiation energy and
radiation momentum based on radiation hydrodynamics, and
developed a lattice Boltzmann equation (LBE) framework to
solve the one-dimensional radiative transfer problem. Bindra
et al. [42] extended the method to two-dimensional radiative
or neutron transport problems, in which particle distribution
functions streamed only in a limited number of discrete direc-
tions. Zhang et al. [43] used a forward differencing scheme to
rewrite the radiative transfer equation in the form of a lattice
Boltzmann equation for solving one-dimensional transient
radiative transfer. In all these works, the results were obtained
with only a first-order convergence rate. Strictly speaking,
LBM is not only a grid discretization scheme, but also a means
of mathematical modeling. However, most of these existing
works only use it as a grid discretization scheme, and do not
build a rigorous mesoscopic lattice Boltzmann model for the
radiative transfer equation. On the other hand, in the lattice
Boltzmann model for physical problems, the determination of
the collision operator is the key, and the relaxation time and
equilibrium distribution function must be derived to determine
the collision operator. However, there is no strict derivation of

©2016 American Physical Society


http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevE.94.023312

HONG-LIANG YI, FENG-JU YAO, AND HE-PING TAN

these properties. The evolution equation for LBM includes two
separate steps, i.e., collision and streaming, and in all the above
works the streaming direction is considered to be the direction
of radiative transfer. This prevents the extension of LBM
to multidimensional radiative transfer problems with high
angular resolution. Unless the optical thickness assumption is
satisfied, enough discrete directions must be ensured in most
of numerical models to mitigate the ray effect and improve the
calculation accuracy for a radiative transfer problem. Quite
recently, Mink et al. [44] developed a three-dimensional LBM
for radiative transfer based on the P; approximation of RTE
and performed a Chapman-Enskog analysis of the proposed
algorithm. However, the P, method approximates the RTE as a
macroscopic diffusion equation, and the corresponding LBM
is applicable only to radiative transfer in an optically thick
media. Therefore, in the strictest sense, none of these works es-
tablish a complete LB model for the radiation transfer problem.

If the direction vector of radiative transfer is regarded as the
velocity vector, the radiative transfer equation can be taken as
a convection equation without the diffusion term that may
result in a nonphysical oscillation of numerical solutions.
Recently, researchers have proposed a variety of lattice Boltz-
mann models for the convection-diffusion equations (CDEs)
[45-52]. So far no work on the lattice Boltzmann modeling of
such a convection equation as the radiative transfer equation
has been reported. However, inspiration from previous work
on the LBM for the convection-diffusion equation may offer
the possibility of establishing the complete lattice Boltzmann
model for the radiative transfer equation.

In this work, we establish a lattice Boltzmann model (LBM)
for a two-dimensional steady RTE based on the Chapman-
Enskog expansion and present an efficient algorithm for the
implementation of the model. In Sec. II, we provide the steady
RTE first, and then propose the corresponding LBM, including
the derivation of an LBE for the radiation intensity field at each
direction of radiative transfer, a Chapman-Enskog analysis of
the LBE, and the implementation of boundary conditions.
Section III describes the numerical solution procedure in
detail. In Sec. IV, we examine three two-dimensional test cases
of radiative transfer problems in participating media to verify
the numerical accuracy, and evaluate the convergence property
of the LBM in detail. In addition, in this section we investigate
the radiative transfer in a square enclosure with a Gaussian
shaped emissive field and a coupled conduction and radiation
problem. Conclusions are drawn in the last section.

II. MATHEMATIC FORMULATIONS

In this part, we first provide the governing equation for
radiative transfer. Then, we establish the corresponding lattice
Boltzmann equation for the radiation intensity field. Next, we
perform a Chapman-Enskog analysis of the LBE. Finally, we
present an implementation of boundary conditions.

A. Radiative transfer equation

The radiation intensity field is obtained by solving the radia-
tive transfer equation (RTE). The steady RTE for an absorbing,
emitting, and scattering gray medium can be written as

dl(r,s)
P s-VI(r,s)=— BI(r,s) + S(r,s), (D
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where [ is the radiation intensity, r is the location vector, and
s is the unit direction vector of radiation transfer. S is the
extinction coefficient, defined as 8 = k, + Ky, where «, is the
absorption coefficient, and «; is the scattering coefficient. S
is the source function accounting for the thermal emission of
media and in-scattering radiation, given by

S = i, n2 I (r) + == / I(r,s)D(,s)dQ, ()
4r 4m
where [, is the blackbody radiation intensity, expressed as
I, = O'T4/7T, n is the refractive index of the medium, & is the
scattering phase function, and €2 is the solid angle.
Equation (1) is subject to the boundary condition

2 1- Ew
I(ry,s) = eyn~Ip(ry) +

/ I(ry,s)n, -s'|d,
n,-s’'<0

3

where we have limited ourselves to an enclosure with opaque,
diffusely emitting and diffusely reflecting walls. The extension
of Eq. (3) to more complicated boundary conditions is
straightforward. ¢, is the wall emissivity, and n,, is the unit
normal vector of the wall.

Equation (1) is solved for a set of M different directions,
si,i =1,2,...,M, and the direction integrals in Eq. (2) and
Eq. (3) are replaced by numerical quadrature. Thus Eq. (1) is

approximated by a set of M equations,
s; - VI(r,s;) = —pI(r,s;))+ S(r,s;), i=1,2,....M, (4

subject to the boundary conditions

e
E Z I(r,sj)|ny, -s;|lw;,
T ny,-s;<0
(5)

](rwasi) = 8wn21b(rw) +

ny, -S; > 07

where

M
K
S(8i) = ke Ip(r) + 1= 3 1(58)(s) 80w, (6)

Jj=1

and w; is the quadrature weight associated with the direction
S;.
' We obtain the radiative intensity field by solving Eq. (4). In
the investigation of a radiative transfer problem, the incident
radiation G and the radiative heat flux g are two important
physical quantities. Once the distribution of radiation intensity
is obtained, the distribution of the incident radiation G can be
calculated by

G(r) = / 1(r,8)d<2, 7)
4

and the radiative heat flux in the x and y directions can be
calculated from

Grn(6) = / I(rss) - (s - €)d2, ®
4

qr.y(r) = /4 I(r,s) - (s - e,)d<2. &)
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B. Lattice Boltzmann model
1. Lattice Boltzmann equation

As shown in Eq. (1), if the direction vector of radiation
transfer s can be taken as a velocity vector, the radiative
transfer equation is a convection equation without the diffusion
term. From the derivation of LBEs for convection-diffusion
equations [45-52], the relaxation time of the LBM is related
to the diffusion coefficient of the CDE. Thus, to obtain an
expression of the relaxation time, we add a positive artificial
diffusion term to the right side of Eq. (1), leading to

s-VI(r,s)=— BI(,s)+ S(r,s) + aV[VI(r,s)], (10)

where « is the diffusion coefficient. Once « is set to zero,
Eq. (10) is reduced to a radiative transfer equation. For the
direction s;(k = 1,2, ..., M) of radiative transfer, Eq. (10) is
written as

sy - VI(r,s;)=— BI(r,s;) + S(r,s;) +aV[VI(r,sy)], (11)
where
Sk = ik + Jne + ki, (12)

in which py,ng, and &, are the direction cosines of sy.

We begin deriving the corresponding lattice Boltzmann
equation from Eq. (11). The two-dimensional problem is
considered, so let

U = [pemel”, (13)
1,0
1= <0’1), (14)
F(r,s;) = S(r,s;) — BI(r,sy). (15)
Then we rewrite Eq. (11) as
V-UU)=aV-[V-(ID]+ F. (16)

The corresponding evolution equation of the LB model is

fi(r + e;At,t + At) — fi(r,1)

1 e (At)?
=——[fitr0) = D]+ ALF 0+ =0 Fi(r.o),
(17)
where {e; = cl,c = Ax/At,i =0, ..., 8} isasetof discrete

velocities for the D2Q9 lattice model shown in Fig. 1, At is the
time step, 7; is the dimensionless relaxation time, and f;(r,?)
and fieq(r,t) represent the local particle distribution function
and equilibrium distribution function at position r and time ¢.

The key point of using Eq. (17) to solve Eq. (16) is to
construct proper expressions for fl-eq(r,t) and F;(r,7). Based
on the work [50], the equilibrium distribution function f(r,t)
and source term F;(r,t) are taken as

o (wo — 1)I i=0 a8)
P wi(+ ) i=1-8
F, =w;F, (19)

in which w; and w; are the weights of the equilibrium
distribution function and the source term distribution function
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FIG. 1. D2Q9 lattice scheme used for a 2D geometry in a lattice
Boltzmann model.

for different directions, respectively. For the D2Q9 Ilattice
model, w; and w; have the following values:

i=0
w; =131/9 i=1-4, (20)
i=5-8

i=0
w; =11/6 i=1-4. 21
i =5-8

For Eq. (16), following the scheme adopted in Ref. [50], we
introduce one parameter to adjust the accuracy and stability of
the present model. Thus the equilibrium distribution function
and the source term are modified by

w  [@o—DI
fi - wi(l + e;-céle)
F, =w;oF, (23)

i=0

22
P18’ (22)

where § is the adjustable parameter. With a judicious choice
of the value of §, the stability and accuracy of the model can
be greatly improved.

According to the Chapman-Enskog analysis detailed below,
the dimensionless relaxation time can be obtained by

(i — 1) At = as, (24)
where 7; = 0.5 when « is set to 0.

From Egs. (22)-(24), we see that only relaxation time
is related with the diffusion coefficient, not the equilibrium
distribution function and source term. Therefore, the lattice
Boltzmann equation, i.e., Eq. (17), with a relaxation time of 0.5
is just suitable to model the standard steady radiative transfer
equation. The relaxation time of a radiative transfer problem
is the same as that of fluid flow with zero shear viscosity [53].

The macroscopic variable I can be obtained using

8
1=) fi/(1=wp). (25)
i=1
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2. Chapman-Enskog analysis

We perform a Chapman-Enskog analysis to recover the
macroscopic radiative transfer equation with an artificial
diffusion term [Eq. (16)] from the lattice Boltzmann equation
[Eq. (17)]. The details are presented below.

Expanding the distribution functions and the time and space
derivatives, we get

fi = fi(O) +8fi(1) _i_ngl_(2)7 (26)
V =¢V,, (27)

3 = ed;1 + &%, (28)
Fi=eF", (29)

where ¢ is a small expansion parameter.
By applying the Taylor expansion to Eq. (17), we have

1 212
ALD; f; + 5 ACD} f,

1 1
=_—[ﬁ—ﬁeq]+Atﬂ+§At23rFi, (30)

where D; = e¢Dy; + 823t2 with Dy; = 9,1 +e; - V.
Substituting Egs. (26)—(29) into Eq. (30) gives

€Dy +8202) (fO + e + 21 2)

At
+ 5D+ 2002 (£ + ef " + 62 7)

— _r x [(f(o) + Sf(l) + g f(z)) fCQ]

M AL L2 0 a1
+eF; + 2(8Du+8 e by, 3D

and by scale analysis, we obtain the equations in €°, ¢!, and

822

80 . fi(O) — fieq’ (32)
81 . Dlif,'(O) - _ f,(l) + }7[(1)’ (33)
T; At
2. M o, A 0
3 -Dlifi +812f,' +7D1,~fi
I o, AL,
= - , — o F . 34
a0k 34)
Substituting Eq. (33) into Eq. (34) leads to
1 At
L= = )Duf® 40, + 2 p, F®
21, 2
=——0 Loy a F. (39)

In Eq. (17), fi, £ [Eq. (22)] and F; [Eq. (23)] satisfy the
following conditions:

Yo=Y =0, (36)

> e =3I, (37)
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Ze,e,f =2 (38)
Z F; = §F, (39)

Summing Egs. (33) and (35) over i, respectively, and using
Egs. (36)—(40), we obtain

V,-@BIU)=8FD, (41)

1
V- [(1 - 2_ri> Zeifl.(l)j| =0. (42)

Using Eq. (33),

Zeifi(l)
i

N Zef (D”fiw) y0)

i

= —7 AtV - (c]T1). (43)
Substituting Eq. (43) into Eq. (42) leads to
0=V, [c(t — 3)AtV,-AD)]. (44)
Combining Egs. (41) and (44) and taking
es* (i — 3) At = s, (45)
we can obtain
8V - (IU) =68aV - [V - (ID]+ 6F. (46)

Finally, Eq. (46) is divided by §, and the macroscopic
radiative transfer equation with an artificial diffusion term
[Eq. (16)] can be recovered. By setting the diffusion coefficient
to zero, Eq. (16) is transformed into the standard steady RTE.
With 7; = 0.5, the lattice Boltzmann equation, i.e., Eq. (17),
combined with the boundary condition given below, can be
used to model two-dimensional steady radiative transfer.

3. Boundary conditions

Corresponding to the radiative boundary condition [Eq. (5)]
for steady RTE [Eq. (4)], the nonequilibrium extrapolation
scheme discussed in Ref. [54] is applied for the LBE [Eq. (17)].
The distribution function on the boundary is composed of two
parts, an equilibrium distribution function and a nonequilib-
rium distribution function,

Jo(0,0) = fGHO0,0) + [0, 1), (47)

where the equilibrium distribution function can be obtained by
computing macroscopic physical quantities such as radiation
intensity on the boundary from Eq. (22), and the nonequilib-
rium distribution function is replaced by the corresponding
quantities on the neighboring position. Thus we have

fo(0,1) = £590,0) + [ fu(B,1) — f3(B,D)], (43)

where O is the point at the boundary and B is its adjacent point
in the domain, as shown in Fig. 1.
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III. NUMERICAL SOLUTION PROCEDURE

The numerical solution procedure for calculating a macro-
scopic quantity, such as radiation intensity, is given as follows.

(1) Discretize the calculation domain using uniform grids.
Set the input parameters, such as temperature distribution,
extinction coefficient, wall emissivity, scattering albedo, and
phase function, for the simulations.

(2) Initialize the radiation intensity field and set the
dimensionless relaxation time of Eq. (17) to 0.5 for simulating
a radiative transfer problem.

(3) Discretize the angular space into M = N(N +2)
transfer directions using the Sy quadrature scheme [55] and
calculate the corresponding direction cosines and quadrature
weights for the different radiation transfer directions.

(4) Loop each angular direction form =1, ..., M.

(a) Calculate the equilibrium distribution function using
Eq. (22) and the source term using Eq. (23).

(b) Solve the LBE for a radiative transfer equation using
Eq. (17).

(c) Modify the particle distribution functions to satisfy the
boundary conditions from Eq. (48).

(d) Obtain the radiative intensity at each discrete node.

(5) Obtain the radiative heat flux and incident radiation.

(6) Repeat steps (4) and (5) until the convergence criterion
is satisfied.

Convergence is declared if the following criterion is

satisfied:
Gn+1 —G"
max (’ W

) < 107°. (49)

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

To evaluate the numerical performance of the present LBM,
we compare the results produced by the LBM with numerical
solutions generated by other methods and investigate the
convergence property of the LBM in space. We examine three
test cases for two-dimensional (2D) radiative transfer problems
for comparison. Next, we investigate a test case to illustrate the
method’s stability for radiative transfer, and finally we present
an application of the proposed LBM to coupled radiation
and conduction. Square media with side length L = 1 and
refractive index n = 1 are considered. The quadrature scheme
Se 1s used to discretize the angular space for all the cases.

A. Purely absorbing medium in a black enclosure

The LBM is applied to simulate radiative transfer in
a black square enclosure with a purely absorbing-emitting
medium. We consider the extinction coefficients g = 0.1,
1, and 10. The medium is kept hot with a dimensionless
temperature of 1, and all boundary walls are kept cold. In
Fig. 2, the dimensionless radiative heat fluxes ¥ = q, /0 Trﬁax
are plotted for comparison. Uniform meshes of 40 x 40,
60 x 60, and 200 x 200 are required for spatial discretization
of the media with 8 =0.1, 1, and 10, respectively. In
participating media with a larger extinction coefficient, the
radiation energy is more strongly attenuated, which results in
a greater change in intensity within a certain distance. In other
words, media with larger extinction coefficients have a greater
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FIG. 2. Radiative heat flux along the x direction in a purely
absorbing medium with extinction coefficients § = 0.1, 1, and 10.
(a) Comparison with the FEM, and (b) comparison with the zone
method.

radiation intensity gradient due to more intense extinction
of the radiation. Therefore, in order to achieve an accurate
simulation, a relatively fine spatial discretization is needed for
media with large extinction coefficients.

After a large number of numerical tests, we find that the
adjustable parameter § in Eqgs. (22) and (23) is dependent on
optical thickness (r = BL), time step (At), and lattice sound
speed (cs), and that 6 = (at + b)cfAt where a = 0.75 and
b = 1.65. The adjustable parameter function is universal and
can be applied to the radiative transfer problems in this work.
In addition, it is also adequate for other classes of 2D radiative
transfer problems, such as the radiative equilibrium problem
and the coupled radiation and conduction problem discussed
in Sec. IVF.

From the comparison in Fig. 2, we can see that the
dimensionless radiative heat fluxes found by the LBM are
in good agreement with the results obtained by an FEM [56]
with 10 x 10 elements and a four-node Sg approximation
for 8 =0.1, 1m~! and an eight-node Sg approximation for
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FIG. 3. The centerline incident radiation along the y direction
in an isotropically scattering medium with emissivities £ = 0.1, 0.5,
and 1.

B =10m~! based on the even parity form of the RTE and
zone method [57] with 225 volume elements and 60 surface
segments, respectively. The maximum relative error is less
than 2%.

B. Purely scattering media in a gray enclosure

Radiative transfer in isotropically scattering media is
simulated by LBM, and the incident radiation and radiative
flux are predicted for wall emissivities of ¢,, = 0.1, 0.5, and
1. In this case, a scattering albedo w = 1, and an extinction
coefficient 8 = 1. The bottom wall of the considered medium
is kept hot and its dimensionless temperature is set to 1, while
the other three walls and the medium bounded by the square
enclosure are kept cold.

Figure 3 plots the centerline dimensionless incident ra-
diation G* = G/(oT*) and Fig. 4 plots the dimensionless
radiative heat flux ¥z = q,,/o T .. The results obtained by
the LBM and the zone method [58] with 225 volume elements

10 T T T T T T T T
I e=1
0.8+ \'@\L ]
Qo o)
N L
y o Zonal method (Ref. [58])
2 06f LBM (60x60) 1
i —— LBM (120x120)
5 £=0.5
2 04F _ : y
g
g
& 02+ _
e=0.1
00 n 1 n 1 n 1 n 1 n
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
Distance x/L

FIG. 4. Radiative heat flux along the x direction in an isotropi-
cally scattering medium with emissivities ¢ = 0.1, 0.5, and 1.
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and 60 surface segments are comparable, and the maximum
relative errors are 1.85% and 1.05% for the centerline incident
radiation and the radiative heat flux, respectively. It is worth
noting that the maximum relative errors for incident radiation
and radiative flux occur at the region adjacent to the wall and
the corner of the medium with ¢,, = 1, respectively. This is to
be expected, since the larger the emissivity, the more intense
the radiative energy absorbed at the walls, and the greater the
gradient of radiation intensity at the regions adjacent to the
walls or corners of the medium. Therefore, denser meshes
are required to obtain more accurate results for the spatial
discretization of the medium with greater emissivity. As shown
in Fig. 4, for a 60 x 60 spatial grid, the maximum relative error
of radiative flux at the region adjacent to the corner is 3.3%,
while for the 120 x 120 spatial discretization, the maximum
relative error is reduced to 1.05%.

C. Anisotropically scattering medium in a black enclosure

The LBM is applied to solve radiative transfer in a
black square enclosure with an absorbing, emitting, and
anisotropically scattering medium. The extinction coefficient
of the medium is § = 1. The F2 phase function is considered,
given by Eq. (50) with an asymmetry factor of 0.669 72:

8
O(s,s) = Z C;P(s-s). (50)

j=0

Here, P; is the jth Legendre polynomial, and C; is
the corresponding expansion coefficient: Cp = 1.0, C, =
2.00917, C,=1.56339, C3 =0.67407, C4=0.22215,
Cs =0.04725, C¢=0.00671, C;=0.00068, and Cg =
0.0000517.

Figure 5 illustrates the radiative flux Yz = g, /0 Tg,.
obtained by LBM and DOM [59] with 26 x 26 control volumes
and an S;4 approximation along the bottom surface for three
different values of the albedo w, specifically 0.0, 0.5, and 0.9.
Figure 5 shows good agreement between the results from the
two numerical methods, with a maximum relative error less
than 2%.

08 T T T T T
06
o]
=
=
S 04
<
2
= o DOM (Ref. [59])
g o2} LBM 1
~ w=0.9

0.0 1 1 1 1

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

Distance x/Lx

FIG. 5. Radiative heat flux along the x direction in an anisotrop-
ically scattering medium with scattering albedos w = 0, 0.5, and 0.9.
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FIG. 6. Grid independence test for results from the LBM.

D. Analysis of the convergence rate in space

From the above comparisons between the LBM and other
numerical methods, we can see that the proposed LBM has
good accuracy and excellent stability in the simulation of 2D
steady radiative transfer under various working conditions. In
this section, the spatial convergence property of the LBM is
examined.

The order of convergence rate of the present LBM is
evaluated using the equation [60]

order = log,o(L" /L") /log,o(h1/h3), (51)

where 1 and &, denote two different grid sizes and L denotes
numerical error. In our simulations, the global relative error
L is used to test the accuracy of the present lattice Boltzmann
model, which is defined as

Lo — ZN|§0”—</7r|
e — . E)
o Yonler

where ¢” and ¢" correspond to the numerical and reference
solutions, respectively, for a basic scalar [here it is the
dimensionless incident radiation G* = G/(ocT*)], and N is
the total number of lattice points in the whole domain. For this
case, ¢ takes the solutions under the refined lattices.

We first perform the grid independence test of results by
the LBM, and the working condition is set to be ¢ =1,
o =0, and B = 1. As shown in Fig. 6, when the grid is sparse,
the results converge quickly with the grid. The finer the grid,
the more slowly the results converge. The maximum relative
error between Ax = 1/40 and Ax = 1/60 is 0.314%. The
maximum relative error between Ax = 1/60 and Ax = 1/100
is 0.156%. We choose the grid numbers to be Nx x Ny =
8080,120 x 120,200 x 200, and 320 x 320 for the reference
solutions with 8 = 1, 2, 5, and 10, respectively.

To test the convergence rate of the present LBM, we
carry out simulations at different lattice steps (Ax = 1/10 to
1/40). The global relative errors (L) between the numerical
results and the reference results are plotted in Fig. 7 with
extinction coefficients 8 =1, 2, 5, and 10 m~!. The orders
of the convergence rate estimated based on the relative errors
Ly are 1.683, 1.713, 1.786, and 1.92 for g =1, 2, 5, and

(52)
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FIG. 7. Global relative errors of the lattice Boltzmann model with
different lattice steps.

10m~"', respectively. The radiative transfer equation is a
convection-dominated equation when the optical thickness
(BL) is not large, for instance, L = 1. The convection-
dominated equation suffers from severe numerical instability,
and the corresponding numerical solutions converge slowly
with grid refinement. When the optical thickness is large, for
instance, BL = 10, the radiation energy emitted from walls
or media decays very rapidly over a short transfer distance,
and the radiative transfer behavior shows significant diffusion
characteristics. For the radiative transfer equation with strong
diffusion characteristics, the numerical solutions converge
rapidly with grid refinement. According to the above analysis,
the spatial convergence rate of results increases with increasing
optical thickness, as shown in Fig. 7, and it is expected that
for the radiative transfer in media with an optical thickness
greater than 10, the present LBM may have an approximate
second-order convergence rate in space. In addition, we also
notice that the global relative errors L for a larger extinction
coefficient are higher than those for a smaller extinction
coefficient with the same grid density. This is easily explained:
since a sharper gradient of radiation intensity exists in the
medium with a larger extinction coefficient, greater calculation
errors will result than for simulations on the same grid density
with smaller extinction coefficients.

E. Gaussian shaped emissive field in a square enclosure

In this section, we pay special attention to the numerical
stability of the LBM for radiative transfer. The radiative
transfer in a square enclosure with an absorbing-emitting
medium is considered. The emissive field of the medium has
a Gaussian profile. This problem is described by the RTE [61]
as

ud—l + nd—l t kgl = e eI e 0,1], (53)

dx dy
where the incident direction is selected to be u=n=
V2/2.5(x,y) = (x + y)/+/2 is a distance parameter in the
incident direction, and the emission profile parameters are
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FIG. 8. Radiative intensity distributions obtained by the Galerkin FEM, an analytical solution, and the LBM (from left to right) for various
absorbing coefficients. (a) k, = 0.1m™!, (b) k, = Im~', and (c) x, = 10m~".

set as ¢ = +/2/2 and a = 0.02. The boundary condition is
prescribed on the inflow boundaries with null emission. An
analytical solution can be obtained along the characteristic
lines, written as

Iy = 2YT

explra[s(x,y) — c5(x,y) — @’k /41}

X{ﬂ{yg+mﬂdq
2 o

_erf[% n w]} (54)
2 o
where s(x,y) = L&'“” and ¢s(x,y) = 171)}7\.

The radiative transfer problem is characterized by a large
intensity distribution gradient in the enclosure. We solve
the problem by using an analytic method and numerical
techniques, and plot the radiation intensity distributions in
the enclosure that result from Galerkin FEM, the analytical
solution, and the LBM for different absorption coefficients
(kg = 0.1, 1, 10m~") in Fig. 8. The spatial resolutions used in
the FEM and LBM are taken tobe 41 x 41. As shown in Fig. 8,
for small absorption coefficients, the spurious oscillations
dominate the results and the intensity distribution obtained
using the Galerkin FEM is almost totally spoiled in the
left-lower triangular region of the enclosure where the intensity
should be zero. The nonphysical oscillations are induced by an
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intensity distribution with a large gradient, and with a higher
absorption coefficient, they tend to become weaker. The results
obtained by the LBM have no such spurious oscillations and
maintain numerical stability. Due to the inherently transient
nature of LBM simulations with a very small time interval,
they primarily solve the distribution function of the particles
by evolution (including collision and streaming steps) to
obtain solutions for physical problems. Thus the LBM is more
robust than the direct iterative solution of partial differential
equations. To obtain stable solutions, the FEM requires
special stabilization techniques, such as upwinding schemes to
discretize the original RTE, or transforming the original RTE
into a second-order equation [62].

F. Coupled conduction and radiation problem

In this section we present an application of the proposed
LBM to coupled radiative and conductive heat transfer to
demonstrate that the LBM is highly adaptable to a multiphysics
coupling problem. The problem of radiation coupled with
conduction is of great interest in many fields of science and
engineering, including the radiative cooling of a space droplet
radiator, infrared heating and drying, the growth of optical

1.000
0.975
0.950
0.925

¥Ly

x/Lx

YLy

PHYSICAL REVIEW E 94, 023312 (2016)

crystals, the high-temperature use of ceramic components,
highly backscattering protective insulation systems for reentry
into atmosphere, and porous burners and insulation systems,
as well as selected high-temperature components in advanced
aircraft engines.

The energy equation for the problem can be expressed as
follows:

M =V .(VT)—V -qg,
at

where p, Cp,, T, k, and qp are the density, specific heat,
temperature, thermal conductivity, and radiative heat flux
density, respectively.

The LB evolution equation for the temperature field can be
expressed as

(55)

gi(r+e Attt + At) — gi(r,t)

1 Atw;
= [gi(r,1) — g (r,n)] — V.-qr, (56)
poC

r P
where g; is the temperature distribution function in the i
direction, g;' is the equilibrium distribution function, and
V- qr = B(1 — w)(4oT* — G) is the radiative source term.
The variable 77 is the relaxation time for the temperature field,

¥Lx
(b)

x/Lx
(d)

FIG. 9. Temperature distributions for various conduction-radiation parameters. (a) Pl = 0, (b) Pl = 0.01, (c) Pl = 0.1, and (d) Pl = 1.
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represented by

_x 1
=ty
where x = k/(pC))1is the thermal diffusivity. The equilibrium
distribution function is expressed by

gieq = Tw,-, (58)

(57)

and the macroscopic temperature can be computed from
T=Y) g (59)

The LBM is used to simulate coupled conduction and
radiation in a black square enclosure with a purely absorbing
medium. The boundary temperatures are kept constant, and
the absorption coefficient is x, = 1 m~'. Initially, the entire
system is at a constant temperature, and for t > 0 the
temperatures of the south and north boundaries are raised to
twice the initial temperature value. We apply the D2Q9 lattice
model and uniform meshes of 60 x 60 in the LB models
for both conduction and radiation. The solution procedure
can be briefly described as follows. Firstly, we calculate
the radiative intensity field using Eq. (17) combined with
Eq. (25) and obtain the incident radiation from Eq. (7).
Secondly, we calculate the temperature field using Eq. (56)
combined with Eq. (§9) and obtain a new blackbody radiative
intensity distribution. Finally, the steps are repeated until the
convergence criterion is satisfied. In the solution procedure,
the boundary conditions for both the temperature field and the
radiative intensity field are evaluated using Eq. (48).

The steady-state temperature distributions are plotted in
Fig. 9 for various conduction-radiation parameters P/ [Pl =
ki, /(4o Trzf), where T is the average of the highest wall
temperature and the lowest wall temperature]. Figure 9(a)
shows temperature glides at the walls of the enclosure with
Pl = 0. In the case where P/ = 0, no conduction contributes
to the heat transfer, and the medium is at radiative equilibrium.
The temperature glide is a characteristic phenomenon of heat
transfer at radiative equilibrium and disappears in coupled
radiation and conduction. With the increase of PI, as shown
in Figs. 9(b)-9(d), the contribution of thermal radiation
decreases, and the temperature level consequently falls. The
temperature distribution also tends to be nonuniform.

The simulations are carried out within a unified computa-
tional framework based on the LBM. In the unified computa-
tional framework, the lattice Boltzmann evolution equations
for temperature fields and radiative intensity fields are similar,
and for finding the fields, the same boundary condition
implementation, lattice spacing, and discrete velocity model
(D2Q9Y scheme) are applied.

V. CONCLUSIONS

A lattice Boltzmann model is proposed for a two-
dimensional steady radiative transfer equation. To build a

PHYSICAL REVIEW E 94, 023312 (2016)

complete LB model, an artificial diffusion term is introduced to
the radiative transfer equation. Based on the Chapman-Enskog
expansion, the correct equilibrium distribution function and re-
laxation time expression are constructed for the corresponding
lattice Boltzmann equation. From the expression of relaxation
time, we see that the derived lattice Boltzmann equation with a
relaxation time of 0.5 is exactly suitable for a standard steady
radiative transfer equation.

Three test cases of radiative transfer are used as examples
to validate the LBM. These test cases include a purely ab-
sorbing medium in a black enclosure with different extinction
coefficients, a purely scattering medium in a gray enclosure
with different wall emissivity, and an anisotropically scattering
medium in a black enclosure with different scattering albedos.
The radiative flux and incident radiation obtained by the
LBM are comparable to those obtained by other numerical
methods. The comparisons show that the lattice Boltzmann
method proposed in this article achieves a high accuracy
in solving two-dimensional radiative transfer problems. The
spatial convergence property of the present LBM is thoroughly
explored, and we find that the convergence rate of the LBM is
dependent on the transport properties of the radiative transfer
equation. With a large optical thickness, the radiative transfer
equation can be regarded as a diffusion-dominated equation,
and the LBM has a second-order convergence rate in space.
With a decrease of optical thickness, convection characteristics
of the radiative transfer equation become more significant,
and the order of convergence rate for the LBM decreases
accordingly. For an optical thickness of L = 1, the order
is approximately 1.7; for BL = 10, the order is 1.92; and if
the optical thickness is further increased from 10, the order is
increased to 2. The radiative transfer inside a square enclosure
with a Gaussian shaped emissive field is also investigated, and
the results obtained by the FEM and LBM are compared in
detail. From the comparison, we see that the LBM has excellent
numerical stability while the FEM solutions suffer from
nonphysical oscillations. Finally, we present an application
of the proposed LBM to coupled radiative and conductive heat
transfer.

From the multiscale analysis based on the Chapman-
Enskog expansion, we can see that the extension of the LB
model to a three-dimensional radiative transfer equation is
straightforward. In future works, we will extend the proposed
LB model to radiative transfer in an irregular enclosure with
participating media and multidimensional vector radiative
transfer. We will also attempt to establish a unified frame-
work based on the LBM to solve the coupling problem of
multiphysics fields with the consideration of radiation.
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