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Brownian motion in fluctuating media
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Two-state Brownian motion is considered. One state is subjected to white noise while the other one is
exposed to dichotomous noise. Such motion is described by a set of three connected Fokker-Planck
equations. The switch probability density functions between the states are assumed to have a single ex-
ponential form. The equations for the partial moments of the particle velocity are solved recursively.
The first moment vanishes as t~ ~ while the second moment defines the efFective di6'usion coe%cient.
Estimates have been made of the Brownian motion near the critical point.

PACS number(s): 05.40.+j, 64.60.Ht, 47.27.Qb

I. INTRODUCTION

The motion of a particle suspended in a fluctuating
medium is an interesting stochastic problem which has
great practical importance. It is sufhcient to mention
near-critical systems and turbulent fluids as fluctuating
media with tnany applications (supercritical extraction,
fuel injection, cloud formation, etc.). Not only are the
properties of the Brownian motion in such media
changed compared with those in homogeneous media,
but the source of the stochasticity is quite different.

The equation of motion of a Brownian particle in a
homogeneous medium has the well-known Langevin form

uniform physical properties within each cluster. If the
typical size of a cluster is similar to that of the Brownian
particle, then all the particles are of similar size and they
undergo random collisions with a mean free time
~=~& =~2. According to molecular-kinetic theory both D
and g are proportional to ~, and D =g, in contrast to the
Einstein relation (3). Finally, if the size of the Brownian
particle becomes smaller than the size of a cluster, the sit-
uation changes again and in particular, the Brownian
particle may have a prolonged interaction time with clus-
ters of the bathing medium (i.e., r2) r&). The question
then arises of what will be the relation between D and g
in this situation.

II. MODEL

(f (t)f(t') ) =21 &(t —t') .

Equation (2} assures the Markovian nature of the
Brownian motion: at the instant of collision the Browni-
an particle "forgets" the previous collision. Viscosity
hinder s Brownian motion and near equilibrium the
fluctuation-dissipation theorem applies, giving

I =gkT, D=kT/g . (3)

The latter expression is the well-known Einstein rela-
tion [lj. The character of Brownian motion can be quite
different in an inhomogeneous medium. The latter may
be visualized as a system which consists of clusters with

where u is a particle velocity, g is the friction constant di-
vided by the mass of the particle, and f (t) is the random
force.

It is assumed in (1) that the influence of the surround-
ing medium on the Brownian particle consists of two
parts: the systematic force —gu, which is de6ned by
Stokes law with the characteristic time ~& equal to q
and the random force f (t). It is also assumed that f (t)
changes very rapidly, so that its characteristic time ~2 is
smaller than ~, and than all other times which may ap-
pear in the problem. The common assumption is that
f (t) is white noise (i.e., F2=0) with whose mean is zero
and whose correlation function has the form

To construct our model we assume that the clusters are
not rigid but soft, i.e., they are able to capture the
Brownian particle which, therefore, will sometimes be
moving inside a cluster. If the velocity of the particle is
not too great one can assume that the drag force acting
upon the particle inside a cluster varies linearly with ve-
locity with respect to that of the cluster, i.e.,

dQ =g(w —u),
dt

(4)

where w is the velocity of the cluster. Equation (4} con-
tains the natural assumption of equal viscosities for the
motions inside and outside of the cluster.

We now consider the situation for which the clusters
are not only soft but they also randomly appear and
disappear. This occurs for clusters of the size of the
correlation length near the critical points and of the size
of large eddies in a turbulent Quid. The cluster velocity w
in (4) is, therefore, a random variable. Hence, the veloci-
ty of the Brownian particle at the instant of cluster decay
is also a random variable.

Although the source of stochasticity is different in Eqs.
(1) and (4), the force acting upon the particle in Eq. (4)
consists, as in Eq. (1), of a systematic part —qu and a
random part gw. For the near-critical conditions in
liquids and for homogeneous, isotropic, and stationary
turbulences, the random variable w has a Gaussian spec-
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trum with the zero mean and a "color" [rather than the
white noise in Eq. (2)] correlation function

(iv(t)iv(t')) =a exp[ —2P~t —t'~] .

White noise (2) can be obtained from (5) by taking the
limits

a~oo, P—woo, a /P=const=2D .

Hence, the following picture of the Brownian motion
holds when one is close to a critical point of liquids or the
turbulence is very developed so that the size of the
Brownian particle is smaller than the correlation length
or the smallest size of turbulence eddies. The Brownian
particle is captured by a cluster, spends some time inside,
moving according to (4), then is released when the cluster
decays, moves among the single molecules according to
(1), then captured again by another cluster, etc.

Our problem then becomes a special case of the general
theory of the two-state random walk [2] in which a parti-
cle can be in one of two states for a random period of
time, with each of the states having different dynamics
and a different switch density for a jump to the second
state. These two states can be quite different. Let us con-
sider a few examples.

1. In continuous-time random walk theory [3], which
has been applied to the transport properties of disordered
solids, a random walker is either at rest or in free motion.

2. Collisions of finite duration and the free motion be-
tween collisions have been considered for the study of
molecular rotation [4].

3. The model in which two states correspond to
motion in the positive or negative directions has been
used for the analysis of chromotographic processes [5].

4. Thermal escape from a linear potential well with a
barrier height which switches at random between two
values [6]. The same phenomenon of resonant activation
has been studied for the simpler model of random jumps
between two free states with finite lifetimes [7].

5. Concept of the mean first-passage time which has
many applications in physics, chemistry, and biology has
been extended to the two-states dynamics for different
boundary conditions [8].

Our case is slightly more complicated than those con-
sidered above since the random noise in (4} is not white
noise, which would bring us to a three-state rather than
to a two-state system.

The simplest realization of color noise (5) is so-called
dichotomous noise, which alternatively takes on the
values Ega with an equal exponential switch probability
density function for the two states

where, according to Eq. (5), a defines the strength of the
noise.

The motion inside a cluster is described by Eqs. (8) and
(9} with a random switching between these two states, so
that the average time between switches is equal to P
In addition, the Brownian particle switches from the
motion inside a cluster to the motion outside a cluster
among single molecules described by Eq. (1). We assume
that this random switching is characterized by the ex-
ponential switch probability similar to (7),

g;(t)=a; exp( a—;t), i =1,2 . (10)

~Pl 8 , a'
(up, )+DE 2 +a, (p2+p3) —2a2P, ,Bt BU Bv

The characteristic time a, ' has a simple physical
meaning. Since f0 tg;(t)dt =a, ', ai ' defines the aver-

age time in state 1 outside a cluster whose dynamics is de-
scribed by Eq. (1) and a2 ' defines the average time in
state 2 inside a cluster whose dynamics are given by Eqs.
(8) and (9).

We shall work with the Fokker-Planck equations cor-
responding to the Langevin equations (1), (8), and (9) [1].
Since the v;(t), i =1,2, 3, entering these equations are ran-
dom variables which depend both on the state and on the
time, their properties can be described by three probabili-
ty densities p;(v, t), where the probability that
u &u;(t)(u+du is equal to p;(u, t)dv In ge.neral, the
p;(v, t) must be calculated as the solution of an integral
equation. Choosing the switch probability densities g,
gi, and p2 to have the form shown in Eqs. (7) and (10)
simplifies our analysis to the Markovian form and
reduces the integral equations to differential equations. If
we suppose that the system is in state i =1, then (10) im-
plies that the probability that it makes a transition to
state i =2 (or i =3) is equal to a2dt Analo. gously, the
system in state i =2 (i =3) has the probability a id t to
make a transition to state i =1 and the probability Pdt
for the jump to state i =3 (i =2). The three equations for
the p;(u, t) are derived by enumerating the ways in which
these functions change as functions of time, taking into
account the possibilities of spontaneous transitions whose
kinetics are embodied in Eqs. (1), (8), and (9). The ap-
propriate procedure is similar to that used to derive a
diffusion equation from the Langevin equation, and for
the case of two states, was considered in detail in Ref. [9].
We find that the coupled equations for the p; (v, t) are

f(t) =P exp( Pt ), — (7)
d

1 d (uP2 } I g
+ 2P1 1P2+~(P3 P2 }

Bt dU BU

where P ' is the average time between switches. There-
fore, the dynamic equation (4) is now replaced by the fol-
lowing two equations:

(12)

Bp3
(up3)+~a +~xi -~@3+&(p2 p—3 } . —

Bt BU BU

dQ

dt
= —gu+ga,

dQ

dt
= —gu —ga,

(8)

(9)

(13)

Notice that the p; (v, t) are the marginal probabilities of
the partial velocity



BROWNIAN MOTION IN FLUCTUATING MEDIA 305

p;= f P, (x, u, t)dx (14)

as distinguished from the full distribution functions P,.
which depend on the coordinates of the Brownian parti-
cle as well.

a 1a2'QD

(a, +2a2+2rj)(ai+2a2)
2rja, (il+ a, )a '

+
(a i + 2az)(a i +2P+ g )(a i+2az+ 2il )

III. FIRST TWO MOMENTS

p„;=—f u "p;(u, t)du . (15)

By multiplying Eqs. (11)—(13) by u" and integrating by
parts one finds the following equations for P„,.:

~Pn, 1 2nrlp„—i+n (n —1)Drj p„z i

+ai(V., 3+V.,» —2am. , i

Pn, 2 = —n gp„2+ na gp„, 2+a2p„1

(16)

—ai .,2+«) ., 3
—s.,2»

Pn 3
n 9Pn 3 +Pn —1 3+a2Pn 1

The quantities of primary interest are the moments of
the particle velocity. Define the partial moments p„;(t)
by

a1D 2a2Q 2

Des' +
ai+2a2 (ai+2az)(ai+2P+il) (25)

The first term in (24) and (25) describes the contribu-
tion of the state subjected to white noise while the second
term is determined by the state exposed to dichotomous
noise. It is instructive to examine some limiting cases of
(25) to see how they correspond with previously known
results.

1. The limit a1~00 corresponds to a situation in
which the particle stays mainly in the Brownian state (1),
and if it leaves this state, it returns almost immediately.
Then, as it follows from (25),

From Eqs. (22) and (23) one finds for the asymptotic
value of the second moment P2=P2, 1+P2,2+P2, 3

ga1D 2'pa2Q
P2= + (24)ai+2a2 (ai+2a2)(ai+2P+il)

Another way to write (24) is by defining an effective
diffusion coef6cient D,z by P2=D,Ig, yielding

alI, 3+p(I, 2 P, 3) (18)
D,~=D . (26)

While it is easy to solve these equations recursively as a
function of time, the interesting features are contained in
the asymptotic values which are obtained by setting the
derivatives equal to zero. Equations (16)—(18) for n =0
yield a, +2P+r) (27)

2. For the similar limit a2~ ~, only states (8) and (9)
are important and

a2
+2a ' ' ' a +2aa1 a2 ' ' a1 a2

(19) 3. If the transitions between state (1) and states (8) and
(9) are symmetric, i.e., ai =a2=a, then (25) reduces to

Equations (19) have a clear physical meaning. Since
the p;(u, t) are defined as probability densities, ihe partial
moments of zeroth order satisfy the condition
po, 1+po, 2+po. 3

= 1.
Equations (16)—(18) for n =1 result in the following

forms for the first partial moments:

P1, 1

aga2

(i'd+a, +2P)(a, +2a~)

so that the asymptotic value of the first moment satisfies

D 2a
3 3(i)+a+2P) (28)

4. The limits a ~~ and P~ ~ with a /P=2D corre-
spond, according to (6), to the transition from dichoto-
mous to white noise. Then, (28) reduces to (26), which is
the expected result since both states become identical.

5. The limit a~0 means that there is no interaction
between the states. Then they make additive contribu-
tions to the second moment P2 and to D,z. The known
results [10] for D and a2/(il+2p) [with the numerical
factors 1/3 and 2/3 connected with initial conditions
(19)] follow from (28).

P1 P1,1+Pl,2+P1,3 (21)

2a1a2qa 2

+
(a, +2a2)(a, +2P+rI)(a, +2a2+2il)

(22)

Finally, the second partial moments follow readily from
Eqs. (16)—(18) with n =2:

isa, (a i+ 2')D
(a&+2az)(a&+2a2+2il )

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Extensive studies of Brownian motion near instability
points have been made in the 1970s. The theoretical
analyses were concerned with the critical points of pure
substances [11—17] and binary mixtures [18,19] as well
as with the convective instability [20]. Some semiquanti-
tative experirn. ents have been performed near the critical
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points of pure substances [21] and binary mixtures [22].
However, only one set of hydrodynamic equations (with
difFerent types of corrections —compressibility, spatial,
and temporal dispersion, non-Boussinesq approximation,
etc. ) was a basis of all theoretical analysis while we con-
sidered here the two-state systems.

Indeed, we consider the motion of a Brownian particle
which is able to be in one of two states with random
switching between them. The first is the usual Brownian
state exposed to white Gaussian noise while the second
state is subjected to color noise which is chosen to be di-
chotomous noise. The latter is described by two
(sub)states with random switching between them. The
simplest (Markovian) case was considered in which the
both switching probability density functions have a sim-
ple exponential form.

It is found that the asymptotic (t +~) fir—st moment of
the particle velocity vanishes, and the second moment is
given by the simple equation (24). The efFective difFusion
coeKcient of the Brownian particle (25)—(28) is a com-
bination of the difFusion coefficient D and the viscosity g
of the medium as well as of the characteristic switching
times tx),exp, and P

Our results can be applied to the quantitative analysis
of the Brownian motion near the critical point. The gen-
eral behavior depends on the relation between the size of
the Brownian particle and the correlation length which
defines the typical size of a cluster. The latter increases
when the critical point is approached. If the size of the
Brownian particle is so small that in the immediate vicin-
ity of the critical point it becomes smaller than the corre-
lation length, the efFects considered above may become
important. Then, clusters will occupy a progressively

larger part of the volume of a system as the critical point
is approached, and the efFective difFusion coefficient will
change from (26) to (27). One can estimate the depen-
dence of D,tt given by (27) on the vicinity to the critical
point. If the velocity distribution of clusters is Maxwelli-
an, then a —kT/m -R, where m and R are the mass
and the size of a cluster, respectively. The characteristic
times a ' and P ' will be proportional to R divided by
some adiabatic velocity e. The correlation length 8 is
proportional to [(T T, )—/T, ] with v=0. 67 while c
and q have only a weak singularity near the critical point.
Therefore, if the situation described above will be
achieved in a real experiment, the diffusion coefficient of
the Brownian particle will show a drastic decrease very
close to the critical point, D,tt- [(T T, )/—T, ]'

Brownian motion in the vicinity of the critical point
was studied experimentally by Martizen and collabora-
tors almost 30 years ago [21]. They found that the
difFusion coefficient decreased fourfold over the interval
0.5 —0.2 K near the critical point, which agrees qualita-
tively with our estimates, namely [D(T T, =0.5—
K)]/[D(T —T =0.2 K)]=[0.5/0. 2]' =3.5. However,
the more quantitative experiments are needed. Another
interesting possibility would be an application of the idea
presented in this work to systems of colloidal particles
especially those which covered by weakly absorbed
monolayers.

ACKNQ%'I. KDGMENTS

It is a pleasure to thank Dr. G. H. %'eiss and Dr. V.
Steinberg for very useful discussions, and the Israel Sci-
ence Foundation for financial support.

[1]G. W. Gardiner, Handbook of Stochastic Methods
(Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1985).

[2] G. H. Weiss, Aspects and Applications of the Random
8"alks (North-Holland, Amsterdam, 1994).

[3] E. W. Montroll and G. H. Weiss, J. Math. Phys. 6, 167
(1965}.

[4] K. Lindenberg and R. I. Cukier, J. Chem. Phys. 62, 3271
(1975).

[5] J. Masoliver and G. H. Weiss, Sep. Sci. 26, 279 (1991).
[6] C. R. Doering and J. C. Gadova, Phys. Rev. Lett. 69, 2318

(1992).
[7] C. Van den Broeck, Phys. Rev. E 47, 4579 (1993).
[8] V. Balakrishnan, C. Van den Broeck, and P. Hunggi,

Phys. Rev. A 38, 4213 (1988}.
[9] G H. Weiss an. d M. Gitterman, J. Stat. Phys. 70, 93

(1993).
[10]J. M. Sancho, J. Math. Phys. 25, 354 {1984).
[11]M. Gitterman and M. Gerzenstein, Zh. Ekp. Teor. Fiz.

50, 184 (1966) [Sov. Phys. JETP 23, 722 (1966)].

[12] L. Lukin, A. Patashinskii, and T. Cherepanova Zh. Exp.
Teor. Fiz. 53, 1987 (1968) [Sov. Phys. JETP 26, 933
(1968)].

[13]A. Patashinskii and T. Cherepanova, Zh. Exp. Tear. Fiz.
57, 1290 {1969)[Sov. Phys. JETP 30, 701 (1970)].

[14] R. Zwanzig and M. Bixon, Phys. Rev. A 2, 2005 (1970).
[15]T. S. Chow and J. J. Hermans, J. Chem. Phys. 56, 3150

(1972); Physica 65, 156 (1973).
[16]P. Mazur and G. van der Zwan, Phys. Lett. 62A, 201

(1977)' Physi/a A 92 483 (1978)
[17]M. Gitterman, Rev. Mod. Phys. 50, 85 {1978).
[18]D. Jasnow and E. Gerjuoy, Phys. Rev. A 11, 340 {1975).
[19]T. Keyes, J. Chem. Phys. 62, 1691 (1975).
[20] H. N. W. Lekkerkerker, Physics A 80, 415 (1975).
[21]Ya. A. Bal'tsevich, V. G. Martynets, and E. V. Matizen,

Zh. Exp. Teor. Fiz. 51, 983 {1966) [Sov. Phys. JETP 24,
654 (1967)].

[22] K. B. Lyons, R. C. Mockler, and W. J. O' Sullivan, Phys.
Rev. Lett. 30, 42 (1973);Phys. Rev. A 10, 393 (1974).


