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The complete asymptotic description of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse propagation in a single-resonance
Lorentz medium in the mature-dispersion regime is presented and compared with the results of two in-
dependent numerical experiments of the propagated-field evolution. The nonuniform asymptotic
method of Olver [Stud. Appl. Math. Rev. 12, 228 (1970)] (an extension of the method of steepest des-
cents) is first applied to obtain the standard asymptotic description of the propagated field that is due to
the given input Gaussian-modulated field. The description afforded by this asymptotic method, although
nonuniform in certain space-time regions, is found to be in excellent agreement with purely numerical
results, especially when exact, numerically determined saddle-point locations, and exact expressions for
the derivatives of the phase function are used in the implementation of the theoretical approach.
Modern uniform asymptotic techniques, which generalize Olver’s nonuniform description, are then em-
ployed to obtain a rigorous description of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse propagation that is uniformly valid
for all space-time points in the mature-dispersion regime. This asymptotic description clearly shows that
the propagated field can be expressed solely in terms of a generalized Sommerfeld and a generalized Bril-
louin precursor field, the first of which dominates the total propagated field when the carrier frequency
. is well above resonance while the second generalized precursor field dominates when o, is below or
near resonance. It is further shown that the pulse distortion is due solely to the manner in which the
precursor field amplitude is modified by the initial Gaussian-pulse envelope spectrum. Finally, the fre-
quency dependence of the signal velocity of the input ultrashort, Gaussian-modulated harmonic field in a

single-resonance Lorentz medium is discussed.

PACS number(s): 03.40.Kf

I. INTRODUCTION

The theory of optical pulse propagation in a locally
linear, homogeneous, isotropic, causally dispersive medi-
um originated with the classical work of Sommerfeld [1]
and Brillouin [2,3] concerning the propagation of an in-
stantaneous turn-on, semi-infinite signal with mono-
chromatic carrier wave into the half-space z = 0 occupied
by a single-resonance Lorentz medium. Recently, using
modern asymptotic techniques, Oughstun [4] and co-
workers were able to improve significantly both the quali-
tative and quantitative description of this classical prob-
lem in both a single-resonance [5-7] and a double-
resonance [8] Lorentz medium. Furthermore, they pro-
vided the first completely rigorous description of the
dynamical field evolution of an input §-function pulse in a
single [5,6] and double-resonance [8] Lorentz medium
and, more importantly, of a rectangular envelope modu-
lated harmonic signal of fixed carrier frequency w,, hav-
ing an arbitrary initial pulse width [9]. This recent
analysis has focused on the complete precursor field evo-
lution and the precise definition of the signal arrival, and
was completely verified through precise numerical simu-
lations [10,11]. This modern asymptotic analysis has led
to a new physical description of dispersive pulse dynam-
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ics [12] that supplants the previous group-velocity
description [13] in the mature-dispersion regime and
reduces to it in the absence of absorption. According to
this new physical description, in the mature-dispersion
regime, which was found [11] to include all propagation
distances z that are greater than a single absorption depth
in the medium at the signal frequency, each quasimono-
chromatic component of the field propagates with its own
characteristic velocity, which remains constant as the
propagation continues. The propagated wave form is
then dominated at each value of the space-time parame-
ter 6=ct /z by a single real frequency wy that is the fre-
quency of the time-harmonic field with the least attenua-
tion that has an energy velocity [14,15] equal to z /t.

In this paper the modern asymptotic theory is applied
to obtain a rigorous, uniformly valid description of ul-
trashort (near femtosecond) Gaussian-pulse propagation
in a single-resonance Lorentz medium in the mature-
dispersion regime. This is a problem of considerable
practical importance due to the current experimental ca-
pability to generate ultrashort pulses approaching the
femtosecond regime [16]. Furthermore, this canonical
problem reduces to the previous description of an input
S-function pulse when the initial pulse width of the
Gaussian envelope tends to zero, thus generalizing previ-
ous work [5-7]. The proposed theoretical description
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does not rely upon any quasimonochromatic or slowly
varying envelope approximations, as may be found in
other descriptions [17-21], nor does it depend upon any
nth-order dispersion approximation, which is central to
other approaches [22,23,36], so that it rigorously main-
tains the causality relations [24] that are critical to the
proper analysis of linear dispersive pulse propagation
phenomena. These other approaches are, in a broad
sense, more general in that they are typically applicable
to inhomogeneous media. However, what they gain in
more general applicability they lose in rigor when consid-
ering the complicated effects of dispersion and absorption
on ultrashort-pulse dynamics [25-27].

The exact integral formulation describing the propaga-
tion of an arbitrary plane-wave pulse through a dispersive
medium occupying the half-space z > 0 is given by [5]

-1 = z
A(z,1) 2TrRe{fcf(a))exp ~(,0) de (1.1)
for all z = 0, where

Flw)= "7 feiedr (1.2)

is the temporal Fourier spectrum of the initial pulse
f(t)= A4(0,t) on the plane z=0. Here A4 (z,t) represents
either the scalar potential or any scalar component of the
electric field, magnetic field, Hertz vector, or vector po-
tential field. Its spectral amplitude A4(z,w) satisfies the
dispersive Helmholtz equation

[V2+Ek Hw)]A(z,0)=0, (1.3)

with complex wave number

Flo)=%n(w) .
[

(1.4)

Here c¢ denotes the vacuum speed of light and
n(w)=€'""*(w) is the complex index of refraction (in cgs
units) of the dispersive medium occupying the half-space
z>0 with complex-valued dielectric permittivity e(w)
and magnetic permeability u=1. The dispersive dielec-
tric medium is taken here as a single resonance Lorentz
medium with complex index of refraction

172
b2

1_—.._
0*— 3 +i280

n(w)= (1.5)

Here b2>=4mNe?/m is the square of the plasma frequency
of the medium, N is the number density of electrons of
charge e and mass m that are harmonically bound with
the undamped resonance frequency @, and 8 is the asso-
ciated phenomenological damping constant. The Lorentz
model is appropriate because it is a causal model, the
complex index of refraction given in Eq. (1.5) satisfying
the Kramers-Kronig relations [24]. The medium param-
eters that were originally chosen by Brillouin [2,3] are
used for the examples considered in this paper, viz.,
0o=4.0X10'%/sec, b2=20.0X10*’/sec’, and 85=0.28
X 10'®/sec. The same set of medium parameters has also
been used in recent research [4-12].

If f(z)=0 for all ¢ <O, then the integral appearing in
Eq. (1.2) is the Laplace transform of the initial time
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behavior of the field at z=0. The contour of integration
C appearing in Eq. (1.1) is then the straight line
o=o'+ia with a being a fixed positive constant that is
greater than the abscissa of absolute convergence [28] for
the function f(¢), and where o’'=Re{w} ranges from
negative to positive infinity. The complex phase function
¢(w,0) that appears in the integral representation (1.1) is
defined as

%qS(a),G):i[E(w)z—mt]Z%iw[n(m)—B] . (1.6)
where
o=t (1.7)
z

is a dimensionless space-time parameter such that for any
distance of propagation z the important properties of the
propagated field evolution occur when 621 since A4(z,t)
identically vanishes for 8 <1 when f(¢#)=0 for all nega-
tive time [4,5].

A case of particular importance to this research is that
of an input pulse-modulated harmonic signal of applied
signal frequency ., that may be represented as

f)=u(t)sin(ew t+9), (1.8)

where u (¢) is the real-valued initial envelope function of
the pulse and v is a constant phase term that is chosen to
be 7 /2 for a cosine wave or zero for a sine wave. If 7 (w)
is the temporal Fourier transform of the initial pulse en-
velope, then the propagated field may be written [5] as

A (Z,t)=%Re [i exp{ —iy} fia+wl7(a)—coc)

ia— o

o).

The initial field envelope for the canonical problem
treated in this paper is taken as the Gaussian envelope
function

X exp (1.9

z
c¢(co,9)

t_to
T

2
u(t)=exp ] (1.10)

that is centered around the time ¢, >0 with a full width
at ¢ ! maximum given by 2T. The spectrum of this ini-
tial pulse envelope is then

2 2

#(w)=7""2T exp explioty) . (1.11)

The exact integral representation of the propagated pulse
in the dispersive medium is then given by
- 1 . ia+ oo ~
A(z,)=-Re ’z [ T Oe—w,)

X exp {fq&(m,e') ]dw ] (1.12)

for z = 0, where the spectral function
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Ulo—w,)=exp{ —ilwty+ )} i(0—w,)

=exp{ —i} |7 2Texp(—iw, t,)

X exp (1.13)

T o—w,)?
4

has been introduced here for notational convenience, and
where

(1.14)

Unlike the previous canonical problems [4-9] that have
been treated using the asymptotic theory, the present
field does not identically vanish for 8’ <1. However, for
a sufficiently short initial pulse width 2T one can always
choose ¢, sufficiently large such that the physically im-
portant properties of the field evolution occur when 6’ > 1
(otherwise an analysis of the pulse dynamics for 6’ <1 is
required).

It is clearly desirable to have two independent methods
of numerically evaluating the propagated field evolution
in the dispersive medium. Their agreement with each
other provides a high degree of assuredness in the accura-
cy of their results. This then provides a well-defined set
of results with which the asymptotic theory may be com-
pared. One such experimental approach is a numerical
evaluation of the integral representation (1.12) that is
based on the algorithm developed by Hosono [30] for the
inversion of Laplace transform-type integrals. In an im-
provement of this method, Wyns, Foty, and Oughstun
[10] and Oughstun, Wyns, and Foty [11] were able to
completely verify the predictions of the asymptotic
theory concerning the propagation of an input 8-function
pulse as well as a unit-step-function modulated harmonic
signal through a Lorentz-type medium. For an input
unit amplitude, ultrashort Gaussian-modulated pulse that
is centered around a point ¢, that is equal to only a few
initial pulse widths, the field is negligible for ¢ <0 and
thus, to an excellent degree of approximation, the repre-
sentation (1.12) may be approximated as a Laplace

transform-type integral. If one replaces —iw by
s=o—iw in Eq. (1.1) it can be rewritten as
A(z,t)=Re Lf A(0,s)exp{ik(is)z}e*ds
27 CBr ’

(1.15)

where Cg, denotes the appropriate Bromwich contour for

T
A(z,t)= R
(z,t) —i7 e fpﬂe') exp )

Tz[a)2+co§] ]
————— [cos

T*ww

an input Gaussian pulse, and where, for the Lorentz-type
medium of interest here, the complex index of refraction
is now of the form

) 12
b ] (1.16)

524285 +w}

The numerical evaluation of the Laplace transform-type
integral representation (1.15), for the particular case of
Gaussian-pulse propagation treated in this paper, then
proceeds directly along the lines presented in Ref. [10].

The numerical experiment may also be based on a nu-
merical implementation of the more physically appealing
method of steepest descents [8,31]. At any given value of
the space-time parameter 6= 1 the dominant contribu-
tion to the integral appearing in Eq. (1.1) is due to the
dominant saddle point, which exhibits the last exponen-
tial decay, of the complex phase function ¢(w,8) once the
original contour of integration C has been deformed to an
appropriate Olver-type path P(0) with respect to the sad-
dle points of ¢(w,0). The original integral along C,
which gives A4 (z,?), is related to the path integral along
P(0) by the sum of the residues of any poles of f(w) that
are crossed in this deformation (a detailed description of
this procedure may be found in Sec. 4 A of Ref. [5]). If
P(0) is chosen to be along a portion of the path of
steepest descents in some specified region about each ap-
propriate saddle point, then for a sufficiently large value
of the propagation distance z the problem is reduced to a
numerical integration along only that portion of the path
of steepest descents in the vicinity of each appropriate
saddle point, the integration along the remainder of P(6)
being exponentially negligible [8]. Notice further that
exp{(z/c)¢(®,0)} is nonoscillatory along the path of
steepest descent so that the required numerical integra-
tion along each steepest-descent path component from
each relevant saddle point may be easily accomplished
with great accuracy. This numerical integration pro-
cedure is uniformly valid in the space-time parameter 6
for any physically realizable input pulse shape, and is ex-
tremely efficient when the propagation distance z is large
in comparison with the e ! absorption depth for the fre-
quency component considered. The only complexity in-
volved is the numerical evaluation of the steepest-descent
path segments through the relevant saddle points at each
value of 6. This minor difficulty is far outweighed by the
inherent accuracy of this numerical integration pro-
cedure.

For Gaussian-pulse propagation the spectral function
Ulw—w,) given in Eq. (1.13) is an analytic function in
the complex o plane so that the integral representation of
the propagated field in Eq. (1.12) may be rewritten as

c ,
—1

wct0+¢—%] ] exp {%qﬁ(w,@’) lda) s (1.17)
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where P (@’) is the appropriate Olver-type path in the
right half of the complex w plane, and where

¢ w,0)=io[n(w)—0'], (1.18)

with 6’ given by Eq. (1.14). The asymptotic method of
steepest descents may now be applied (either analytically
or numerically) only with respect to the saddle points of
the complex phase function ¢(w,6’) in the right half of
the complex w plane.

II. NONUNIFORM ASYMPTOTIC DESCRIPTION
OF THE PROPAGATED FIELD

In order to perform the asymptotic analysis of the in-
tegral representation given in Eq. (1.1) for the propagated
field in a single-resonance Lorentz medium, it is neces-
sary to determine the locations of the saddle points of the
complex phase function ¢(w,8) in the complex @ plane,
as well as the value of ¢(w,0)=X(w,0)+iY(w,0) at each
of these critical points. Furthermore, it is essential to
determine the regions of the complex w plane wherein the
real part of the complex phase function
X(w,0)=Re{¢(w,0)} is less than the value of X(w,0) at
the dominant saddle point (i.e., the saddle point that ex-
hibits the least exponential decay) for a given value of 6.
For a single-resonance Lorentz medium both the complex
phase function ¢(w,0) and the complex index of refrac-
tion n(w) are analytic functions everywhere in the com-
plex o plane except for along the two branch cuts o’ _
and o, ' in the lower half of the complex w plane,
where

0y =+(0?—8H)12—i§

0. =+(0d—8%)12—i8

(2.1a)
(2.1b)

are the branch points of n(w), with ©=w}+b?.

Unlike previously treated cases [1-12], the propagated
field does not identically vanish for all 6'<1 for
Gaussian-pulse propagation so that this case must now be
examined. The numerically determined saddle-point lo-
cations at several values of 6’ <1 are illustrated in Fig. 1.
As 6’ increases from negative infinity two pairs of saddle
points are found to emanate from the branch points w.,
and these are the only saddle points of ¢(w,0’) for 6’ < 1.
Two first-order saddle points always lie in the lower half
of the complex w plane for 6’ <1. They are symmetrical-
ly situated about the imaginary axis for 6’ <6,, and ap-
proach each other as ' increases. They coalesce into a
single second-order saddle point on the imaginary axis at
0'=0,, (=0.931 82 for Brillouin’s choice of the medium
parameters), after which they move away from each other
along the imaginary axis as 6’ approaches unity from
below. In order to be consistent with the notation used in
previous work [4-7] when 6’ > 1, the lower saddle point
that is moving towards the origin after the coalescence at
0'=0,, is called the lower near saddle point and is denot-
ed by SP,, while the lower saddle point that is moving to-
wards —i oo after the coalescence at 8'=0,, is called the
lower distant saddle point and is denoted by SP,. At
6'=1 the lower distant saddle-point location changes
discontinuously from O0—io as 8’ tends to unity from
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below to the point — o0 —i28 approached as 6’ tends to
unity from above. The relative locations of the lower
saddle points before (' <6,.) and after (6'>6,.) coales-
cence are clearly evident in Fig. 1. The other two first-
order saddle points always lie in the upper half of the
complex w plane for &' <1. They are symmetrically situ-
ated about the imaginary axis for 6’ <6,, and approach
each other as ' increases. They coalesce into a single
second-order saddle point on the imaginary axis at
6'=0,, (=0.945 14 for Brillouin’s choice of the medium
parameters), after which they move away from each other
along the imaginary axis as 6’ tends to unity from below.
Again, in order to be consistent with the notation used in
previous work [4-7] when 6’ > 1, the upper saddle point
that is moving towards the origin after the coalescence is
called the upper near saddle point and is denoted by SP;,
while the second upper saddle point that is approaching
+ioo after the coalescence is called the upper distant

rigina ontour of Integration

spg_%g%“{%sp?
Wﬂii: =5 %/m@

) e=———,

w. SPyx

b
SPp

9[:: <8< 9uc

i s o
;,':/,,:/,,jf,_.'r .

e
RSB

FIG. 1. Dynamic behavior of the saddle points and the real
part of the complex phase function X(w,6")=Re{¢(w,6')} for
—o0 <@ <1. The dashed contours indicate the isotimic con-
tours of X(w,0') through the relevant saddle points, and the
shaded areas indicate the regions of the complex @ plane
wherein X (w, 6') is less than that at these points.
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saddle point and is denoted by SP}. The upper distant
saddle-point location changes discontinuously from the
point 0+ico as ' tends to unity from below to the point
+ 00 —i28 approached as 0’ tends to unity from above.
The relative locations of the upper saddle points before
(6'<0,.) and after (6'>6,.) coalescence are clearly evi-
dent in Fig. 1.

Upon turning attention to the saddle-point dominance
for 6’ <1, it is found from numerical calculations that the
two lower saddle points are dominant over the two upper
saddle points for all 6’ <1. In particular, for increasing
values of 6’ from negative infinity and up until 6,,, the
two lower saddle points have the same dominance [i.e.,
the value of X(w,0') is the same at both of them], after
which for increasing values of 6'>6,, up to unity the
lower near saddle point SP, is dominant over the lower

distant saddle point SP; [i.e., X (a)SPZ,G')>X (0gp—»
D

The two upper saddle points have the same dominance
up until 8,., after which and for increasing values of
6'>6,. up to unity, the upper distance saddle point SP}
is dominant over the upper near saddle point SP,. A fur-
ther numerical study of the isotomic contours of the real
part of the phase function X(w,8’') for 6’ <1 revealed, as
shown in Fig. 1, that the original path of integration C
appearing in Eq. (1.1) cannot be deformed to an Olver-
type path P(6’) with respect to the lower pair of saddle
points without crossing the branch cuts o’ w_ and
o, o'y and cannot be deformed to an Olver-type path
with respect to either of the upper pair of saddle points.
As a consequence, the asymptotic analysis of the integral
representation of the propagated field is not possible for
0' <1. Although the solution to this portion of the prob-
lem would have provided a complete asymptotic descrip-
tion of Gaussian-pulse propagation, it is not essential to
this description if ¢, is chosen sufficiently large. In that
case, all of the interesting physical phenomena occur for
0'>1.

For every value of 8’ = 1 except one there are again two
pairs of first-order saddle points of ¢(w,0’) that are
symmetrically situated with respect to the imaginary axis.
The two so-called distance saddle points always lie in the
lower half of the complex w plane in the region |o| > w,
above the absorption band of the Lorentz medium and
move in symmetrically from +o —i28 at 8'=1 and ap-
proach the respective branch points ', and o’ as 6’ in-
creases to infinity. The two so-called near saddle points
lie in the region |w| < w, below the absorption band and
move along the imaginary axis symmetrically about the
point —i28/3a and approach that point as 6’ approaches
0, from below, where they coalesce at 8'=0, (=1.501 for
Brillouin’s choice of the medium parameters) into a
second-order saddle point, after which they move symme-
trically off the imaginary axis into the lower half of the
complex w plane and approach the branch points o, and
w_ as 0’ tends to infinity.

Since the original path of the integration for the in-
tegral of interest given in Eq. (1.1) is not deformable
through the lower near saddle point for 1 <6’ <0,, it is ir-
relevant in the present analysis throughout this 6’ range.
Here

6]..
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28%b?
6,=6,+ , (2.2a)
0 Guwd(3ami—482)
with
p2 |72
6,=n(0)= 1+—2] (2.2b)
(20)
and
8%(4w3+b?)
el 2.20)
oY1

Furthermore, it was found [4,5] that the two distant sad-
dle points SP; are equally dominant over the upper near

Contour| of

Original

FIG. 2. Dynamic behavior of the saddle points and the real
part of the complex phase function X(w,60')=Re{é¢(w,0")} for
1<60'<+ o. The dashed contours indicate the isotimic con-
tours of X(w,0') through the relevant saddle points, and the
shaded areas indicate the regions of the complex « plane
wherein X(w,6’) is less than that at these points. The subpaths
PF(6') and PF(6') are Olver-type paths with respect to the sad-
dle points SP3 and SPF, respectively, and the subpath P(') is
an Olver-type path with respect to the upper saddle point SP,
for1<6'<0,.
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saddle point SP, for 1=<6'=<0gp, where
Osp=0,—48?b?/30,w4=1.334 for Brillouin’s choice of
the medium parameters. At 6'=0gg all three saddle
points have the same dominance, after which and up un-
til '=0, the upper near saddle point is dominant over
the two distant saddle points. For all 6’ > 6, both near
saddle points SP3 are dominant over both of the distant
saddle points SP3.

In order to perform the asymptotic analysis of the pro-
pagated field A4(z,¢) for large z, the integral representa-
tion of A4(z,¢) along the original contour of integration C,
as given in Eq. (1.1), must be expressed in terms of an in-
tegral I(z,0') with the same integrand but with a new
contour of integration P(8’) which is comprised of a set
of Olver-type paths with respect to each of the appropri-
ate saddle points of ¢(w,0’) to which the original contour
of integration may be deformed. The two integral repre-
sentations are then related by the sum of the residues of
any poles of the initial pulse spectrum f(w) that are
crossed in this deformation. An example of such a path
P(6') for several values of 6’ > 1 is illustrated in Fig. 2.

For the particular case of Gaussian-pulse propagation
the spectral function U(w—w,) appearing in the integral
representation (1.12) of the propagated field is an analytic
function in the entire complex w plane, so that

A(z,t)=1(z,6")

1
—R
2 €

ifP(GI)U(co—mc)

Xexp %tﬁ(w,e')

do } 2.3)

for all z>0. An application of Olver’s method [32] to the
J

172

AS(z,t)ZiRe Ii me

2 exp [%tﬁ(wSP;,G’) }
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above integral representation then leads to the following
general expression for the asymptotic approximation of
the integral representation of the propagated field:

A(z,t)= Ag(z,t)+ Ag(z,t)+R(2,0') , (2.4)

which is valid for all ' >1. By analogy with the expres-
sion for the unit-step-function signal [4-6], the term
Ag(z,t) is called the generalized Sommerfeld precursor
because it is due to the distant saddle-point contribution
and the term Apg(z,t) is called the generalized Brillouin
precursor because it is due to the near saddle-point con-
tribution. An estimate of the remainder term R(z,0') as z
tends to positive infinity is obtained by taking the largest
estimate of the remainder terms when the Olver-type ex-
pansions around the near and distant saddle points are
performed. The important feature of Eq. (2.4) is that the
asymptotic behavior of the propagated field 4(z,¢) is ex-
pressed as the sum of two terms which are uncoupled so
that they can be treated independently of one another.

A. Generalized Sommerfeld precursor

The contribution of the two distant saddle points to the
asymptotic behavior of the field A4 (z,t) for sufficiently
large values of the observation distance z yields the
dynamical evolution of the generalized Sommerfeld (or
first) precursor field A4(z,¢), which is the dominant con-
tribution to the asymptotic behavior of the total field for
all values of 8’ in the range 1 <6’ <60gz. Application of
Olver’s theorem [32] to the integral (2.3) over the Olver-
type path through each of the two distant saddle points
for 6’ > 1 gives the general asymptotic expression for the
generalized Sommerfeld precursor field as

ao(0gps)[1+0(z7H]

172
z ’ ac -1
+2exp[c¢(ws},5,9 )] ao(“’spg)[l+0(z )]] l (2.5)
[
as z— + o uniformly for 6’>1+A, where A>0. The [4] and Oughstun and Sherman [5,6] as
quantity wSP;_r(O'):j:E( 6')—i8(1+mn(6')) denotes the -
right and left distant saddle-point locations, and the E0)= |02—8+ b6 2.72)
coefficients ay(wg,+) are given by 0 62—1 ’ ’
D
U( - c) 2 2 2 __
B Ogps— 0 (6= B2+ (b2 /167 1)) (2.7b)
ao(mSP%)— 1 d2 i/2 - (26) 52(91)
T2 do? [¢(“’5P§’ 6] and are reasonably accurate for all 8’ > 1. Substitution of

The proper value of the argument of the term in the
square root appearing in the denominator of Eq. (2.6), as
specified by the convention set forth in Olver’s analysis
[32], is £ /2 (plus for the right, and minus for the left
distant saddle point). The second-order approximations
to the functions £(6') and 7(6’) appearing in the distant
saddle-point locations have been obtained by Oughstun

these expressions into Egs. (2.5) and (2.6) yields the ap-
proximate expression of the nonuniform asymptotic
behavior of the generalized Sommerfeld precursor field
for an input unit amplitude, ultrashort Gaussian-
modulated harmonic signal that is presented in Ref. [29].

It is important to note again here that as the parameter
6’ approaches unity from above, the two distant saddle
points approach infinity and Olver’s method fails. Thus
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the asymptotic expression (2.5) is valid only for values of

6’ bounded away from unity from above.

B. Generalized Brillouin precursor

For sufficiently large values of the observation distance
z, the contribution of the near saddle points to the asymp-
totic behavior of the field 4 (z,¢) yields the dynamical
evolution of the generalized Brillouin (or second) precur-
sor field, denoted by Ag(z,¢t) in Eq. (2.4). This is the
dominant contribution to the total field evolution for
0’ > 0gp. Since the two near first-order saddle points
remain separate from each other for all 6’56, while they
coalesce into a single second-order saddle point at §'=6;,
Olver’s theorem [32] must then be applied separately in
each of the three 6’ ranges 1 <6 <0,, 6'=0,, and 6’ > 0,.

For 1=6'<86, the general expression for the general-
ized Brillouin precursor is given by

172
e

AB(z,t)=$Re i e

2 exp [%¢(wspl,9') ]

xao(a)spl)[l'{'“o(z_l)]] ] (2~8)

as z—>+to uniformly for 1<6'<6,—A with
0<A<6,—1. In Eq. (28 ogp(0)=i[|¥(0)
—284(6')/3] denotes the location of the upper near sad-

dle point, which is the only relevant saddle point in this
@’ range, and the coefficient ao(wsp ) is given by

U( wspl W, )

aologp )= L 77 - (2.9)
2 ———im[(ﬁ(wsp]»e')]

The proper value of the argument of the term appearing
inside the square root in the denominator of relation (2.9)
as specified by the convention in Olver’s analysis [32] is
equal to zero. The second approximate expressions for
the functions appearing in the near saddle-point locations
are given by [4-6]

21172
2b?
9'2 62+
, w(z)(e'z—B(Z,) 5 0 a)(z)
won= 3ab” 0 3ab ’
02— 63+ 02— g3+ =2
Cl)o (00
(2.10a)
|
172
we

-1 .
Ag(z,t) y. Re [z

2 exp [%(ﬁ(ws},;,e') ]

me

+2exp [%qﬁ(wsp;,e') }

172
— y ap(0g )[1+0(z71)] ] l

2
3|03+ 22
,
£6) = °2 (2.10b)
2[9'2—eg+ Sab ]
(2]

At 0'=c(t —ty)/z=0,, application of Olver’s theorem
[32] at the second-order near saddle-point location yields
the following general expression for the generalized Bril-
louin precursor:

1
,t1)=—Re |i
Apg(z,t) > Re |

z
exp [:d)(wSPN,BI) ’I‘(%)
X[GJ-(CDSPN)_Q(—)—(Q)SPN)]
X

1/3
f] [1+0(z“1/3)]] @2.11)

as z—+oc with fixed 60'=6,=(ct,/z), where
wspNE—i(28/3a) denotes the location of the second-

order near saddle point, and where the coefficients
ai (wSPN) are given by the expression

N ﬁ(wspN_wc)
ap (wgp, )= 73 -

1 d® . .
3 —Edw:; [¢ (wSPN’el)]

(2.12)

The proper value of the argument of the term appearing
inside the cubic root in the denominator of relation (2.12)
is —7/2 [corresponding to the plus superscript in rela-
tions (2.11) and (2.12)] along the deformed contour lead-
ing away from SPy into the right half of the complex
plane and —57/2 [corresponding to the minus super-
script in relations (2.11) and (2.12)] along the deformed
contour leading away from SPy into the left half of the
complex w plane.

Finally, for 6’ > 6, application of Olver’s theorem [32]
at the two first-order near saddle-point locations yields
the following general expression for the generalized Bril-
louin precursor:

ag(@gpe [ 1+0(z71)]

(2.13)
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as z— + o uniformly for §' > 6, + A for positive A that is
arbitrarily small. In Eq. (2.13), @g+(6")=1W¥(6')
N

—i[28£(60')]/3 denotes the locations of the near saddle

points in the right and left half of the complex » plane,

and the coefficients a,(wg,+) are given by the expression
N

U(wspﬁ—wc)

oy . (2.14)
2| =5 o [#logs )]

The proper values of the argument of the term appearing

inside the square root in the denominator of Eq. (2.14)

are —m/2 (for the right near saddle point wy,:) and
N

+ /2 (for the left near saddle point Ogp ).

Upon substitution of the analytic expressions found by
Oughstun [4] and Oughstun and Sherman [5,6] for the
near saddle-point locations as well as for the derivatives
of the phase function at them as a function of 6’ in Egs.
(2.8), (2.11), and (2.13), the approximate expressions of
the nonuniform asymptotic behavior of the generalized
Brillouin precursor field for an input unit amplitude, ul-
trashort Gaussian-modulated harmonic signal presented
in Ref. [29] are obtained. Notice that as the parameter 6’
approaches the value 6, where the order of the near sad-
dle points changes discontinuously, Olver’s method [32]
fails and a uniform asymptotic analysis has to be per-
formed. This uniform expansion is described in the next
section.

III. UNIFORM ASYMPTOTIC DESCRIPTION
OF THE PROPAGATED FIELD

For Gaussian-pulse propagation the general expression
for the asymptotic approximation of the integral repre-

]

l.zB(O)
c

Ag(z,t)=Re [exp [2a(@)exp{ —im/2}]"

za(0)

X YOJ‘V

as z— + oo, uniformly for all 6=1. Here J,(§) is the
Bessel function of the first kind of order v. The real pa-
rameter v > 0 is determined from the expression

i(w)=0""""g(w) (3.2)
for large ||, with #(w) being the spectral function ap-
pearing in Eq. (1.9), and where §(®) has a Laurent series

expansion that is convergent for large |w| and is such
that

lim [§(w)]= lim [o'""#(w)]#0 . (3.3)

|w|— + |lo|— +

+2a(@exp{ —im/2}v S, 41
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sentation of the propagated field is found to be given in a
continuous manner by Eq. (2.4). When the uniform
asymptotic theory is invoked the resulting expressions for
Ag(z,t) and Ag(z,t) are uniformly valid for all 6'> 1 and
hence the general expression in Eq. (2.4) is also uniformly
valid for all 6’ > 1. For most values of 0', only one of the
terms Ag(z,t) or Ag(z,t) appearing in Eq. (2.4) is impor-
tant at a time. There is a short interval of 6’ around the
value [4,5] Og5=0,—(48°b2/30,wj) when the relevant
upper near and two distant saddle points have equal dom-
inance, so that both terms in Eq. (2.4) are significant for
fixed values of the propagation distance z. This 6’ range
is the transition period in which the presence of both
terms in Eq. (2.4) leads to a continuous transition in the
behavior of the propagated field, as was shown in Appen-
dix D of Ref. [6].

In this section the discontinuities associated with the
nonuniform asymptotic method of Olver around the
space-time points 8'=1 and §'=0, are removed through
use of uniform asymptotic expressions for the generalized
Sommerfeld and Brillouin precursor fields, which are de-
rived here for the case of an input unit amplitude, ul-
trashort Gaussian-modulated harmonic signal.

A. Generalized Sommerfeld precursor

The uniform asymptotic expansion resulting from two
first-order saddle points @.(0) with equal imaginary
parts and with real parts that approach + «, respective-
ly, as 0 approaches some critical value GC,S was developed

by Handelsman and Bleistein [33]. In their application of
this asymptotic expansion, Oughstun and co-workers
[4,6,9] obtained a uniformly valid approximation of the
Sommerfeld or first precursor field for all 6= Hcrs =1.

The general uniform asymptotic description of the
Sommerfeld precursor field is given by [4,6]

za(0)

+R,(z2,6) (3.1)

When v <0 the uniform asymptotic description provided
by Eq. (3.1) may still be applicable provided that its limit-
ing value as @ tends to unity from above is finite [33].
The remainder term R, (z,6) appearing in Eq. (3.1) is
found to satisfy the inequality (with K a positive real con-
stant independent of both 6 and z)

v+1
IRl<z,9)|5K|_2%[ o, MH
t v ZaT(e) H (3.4)
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for z>Z >0 and §—17, and is small for large z indepen-

dent of a(0).

For the case of Gaussian-

pulse propagation the spec-
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in Eq. (3.2), where U(w—w,) is given by Eq. (1.13), so
that the corresponding real parameter v is found to be

tral function of interest is given as v=—1. 3.6)
i(w)=g(o)=exp{iloty+¥)} U(o—w,) (3.5)  The coefficients appearing in Eq. (3.1) are given by
J
a(6’)=é[(ﬁ(wsp;,e’)—tﬁ(wspg,e’)] (3.7a)
) {(o—1) b’ (3.70)
=£(6' '—1)+ , .
: 2{£%6")+8[1—n(6) ]}
B(G')~-[¢(wsp+,9')+¢(a)sp ,6] (3.8a)
b 1—7(8")]
=—jd{[1+7(6)](6'—1)+ , (3.8b)
[1+7(69] 2{£%0")+8[1—n(6")])
1 1 I+ 403(6') 12 . 1+v 403(8") 172
(0)="1TUlog:~o,) = + U0, — - _—_a____
Yo 2 wSP; @ 2a(9') i¢(2)(wSPg’9') (wSPD wc) 2a(0’) l¢ SP ’ )
32
1/2(91) b? (3.9a)
6)((6—1)+
b 50 ) 2{EXO)+8H1—n(6)1*)
_ o .38 , 7 N—i38 (e 3.9b)
X {U(ogp+—o,) §(9)+17[1—77(9)] +U(wSPB—wC) §(9)—17[1 n(6")] ) 3.
D
1+v ) 172
Y — 1 B _ Q /
0= e Vs ) | 2aie) 16D (wgp,6')
D
T aeiey |
. —1 —4a’(6'
- - (3.10a)
U(wSP; a)c) 2a(6") i¢(2)(“’sp;’61)
172
1/2(6/) b2
= 6)|(0—1)+
|59 ) 2{EX0)+ 8 1—n(6")]*)
Tlwog, —w,) |0 +i2[1—7(6)] | - Olag, —a,) |60 —iZD[1—9(6")
wsp'*‘ @, § i 2 [ n ] wSPB [OF § i 2 [ n ] . (310b)

Substitution of these expressions into Eq. (3.1) then yields the uniform asymptotic approximation of the generalized

Sommerfeld precursor as

b2

Aglz,t)~ gg’_) (0 —1)+

172
|

2{EXO)+8[1—n(6")]?

—5z b2 [1—n(6")]
X 1+7(6)](0'— 1)+
exp[ ¢ ([ MO S e+ - ]
><Re[i(U(wspg—wc){§(9')+i-23-8[1—77(9’)]}+ﬁ(msph——wc){§(9')—-i%8[1——17(9’)]})
xJ_, |Z&60) |(—D+ b2
e 2{E20")+ 8 1—n(6")]*}
+(D0gps =0 {EO)+138[1-1(6)]} = Tlog,_ o, ){E0)—i38[1—n(6)]})
2
XJo |26 (00— 1)+ ——5——2 . (3.11)
c 2{£X0")+8[1—n(6)]*)
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as z— + o uniformly for all 6’ = 1. In Egs. (3.7b), (3.8b), (3.9b), (3.10b), and (3.11) use was made of the approximate an-

alytic expressions [4-6] of the right (wg, +
D

phase function ¢(w,6’) at them.

) and left (wg,-) distant saddle-point locations and of the derivatives of the
D

Since v <0, the uniform asymptotic approximation given in Eq. (3.11) is valid for all 8’ = 1 only if its limit as 6’ tends
to unity from above is finite. In this limit the functions £(6’') and 7(6’) attain the limiting forms

b
li ) ]=——m—-r,
e'frﬁ[g( ] [2(6'—1)]172
lim [5(6)]=1,
9'—>1+

(3.12a)

(3.12b)

so that the argument of the Bessel functions appearing in Eq. (3.11) reduces to Brillouin’s first-order approximation

[2-5]

bZ
2{£X0")+ 8 [1—n(6")]*}

lim (6'—1)+

o—17

z ,
Ze0)

z

cb[2(6’—1)]1/2 . (3.13)

Consequently, for values of 8’ very close to unity the argument of the Bessel functions is very small so that the small ar-
gument limiting form of the Bessel functions [35] appearing in Eq. (3.11) may be employed with the result

2c

o—1t

b

+ —
[2(6'—1)]'?

As 0’ tends to unity from above the distant saddle points

tend to the limiting locations £ o —i28 and the values of

the spectral functions Ulwg,+—o,) given in Eq. (1.13)
D

become
9,111111+[U(wspg—a)c)]=0 , (3.15)
so that the limit in Eq. (3.14) becomes
lim+[AS(z,t)}=0 , (3.16)

6'—1

which is finite. The fact that the generalized Sommerfeld
precursor field vanishes for 6'=1 is not consistent with
our numerical results. This inconsistency is due to the
nonvanishing width 27 >0 of the initial Gaussian-pulse
envelope at z=0 and disappears in the limit as 27— 0, in
which case one obtains a §-function pulse. As a conse-
quence, the expression given in Eq. (3.11) constitutes the
appropriate approximation of the uniform asymptotic
description of the generalized Sommerfeld precursor field
for all 6'> 1, which is due to an input unit amplitude, ul-

trashort Gaussian-modulated harmonic field. |

1 173
Ag(z,t)~exp l—i—ao(ew ] [3

<

2/3

_ 1 <
2], (0|12 | z

XA ||a,(6")]

z
c

2/3 ]

2
lim [ Ag(z,t)]~1exp [—2%(9’—1) ]Re l—il’_z[ﬁ(w

Re{i[ Ulwgp —w,)|h,(0)]+ Tl —o, ) h,(6')] 1} Ai

spp T @e )+ ﬁ(wspg—wc)]

[T( o)~ Ulog-—o,)] (3.14)

D+
sp}
B. Generalized Brillouin precursor

The uniform asymptotic expansion for two neighboring
first-order saddle points w,(8) and ®,(8) that coalesce
into a single second-order saddle point o, as 6 ap-
proaches some critical value ‘9ch was developed by Ches-

ter, Friedman, and Ursell [34]. In their application of
this uniform asymptotic theory Oughstun and co-workers
[4,6,9] derived an asymptotic approximation of the Bril-
louin or second precursor field that is uniformly valid for
all6=>1.

For the particular case of Gaussian-pulse propagation
that is of central interest here, this work is directly appli-
cable for all = 1. It is still necessary to treat the two
cases 1=60'<6, and 0'=0, separately because the ap-
proximate analytic expressions [4] for the locations of the
near saddle points differ in the two cases. Nonetheless,
the results for the two cases combined are continuous at

'=0, and constitute an asymptotic approximation of the
second precursor field Ay(z,¢) due to a unit amplitude,
ultrashort Gaussian-modulated harmonic signal, that is
uniformly valid for all 6’ > 1.

The uniform asymptotic description of the generalized
Brillouin precursor field as z— + o, for all values of 6’ in
the domain 1 <6’ < 0,, is then given by

2/3
la,(6"))] [5] 1
C

Re{l[ ﬁ(wspl—wc)lhl(f)'ﬂ - U(wspz_wc)|h2(0')| ]}

, (3.17)

where Ai(J) and Ai‘Y(J) denote [31], respectively, the Airy function and its first derivative and where the remainder
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term is O(1/z). The coefficients appearing in Eq. (3.17) are given by

ao(0)=3[dlwsp ,0') +dlagp ,6')] (3.18a)
—_ ’ 2200 ’
= =200 (gr— gy — 22 | jw(e) Plagr) —1]+ 2EE) | @LlOD |1 (3.18b)
3 00‘00 9 3
ai’(0)={3[$(wsp ,0') —dlwsp , 6]} (3.19a)
1/3
= W) | 2(6'—6,)+ Owg[%al\ll(6’)|2+a82§2(6’)—282§(9')] ] , (3.19b)
1/2(9!) 172
h(0)= | ——— 3.20.
1,2 ¢(2) “)SPI 2,9,) ( a)
_ 200(03 3
| 8%3alw(e)|£28[1—at(6")])
1/6
X |W(6)] | 36" —6p)+ ——[3a|W(0")|*+ad’X6')—28L(6")] } , (3.20b)
0®@o

for values of 0’ in the range 1=6"=<6,, where the upper sign corresponds to 4,(6’) and the lower sign corresponds to
h,(6') in Eqgs. (3.20a) and (3.20b). In Egs. (3.17)-(3.20) use was made of the approximate analytic expressions [4—6] of
the upper (wspl) and lower (coSP2 near saddle-point locations given in Sec. IIB (viz, @sp, 2(49 )
=i[+|W(0')| —28£(6') /3], when 156" <9,). '
In the limit as 6’ approaches the critical value 6, from below Eq. (3.17) reduces to
lim [Ag(z,t)]= Ap(z,t,)
67

1/3
@o

- 23172

20,w0¢ 45%b*

9a60€08

Re{if/'(caSPN—coc)}exp |T¢;

3 , (3.21)
abz

as z— + o for '=0,=(ct|/z) when the two first-order near saddle points have coalesced into a single second-order
saddle point at wgp = —i(28/3a).

Finally, the uniform asymptotic description of the generalized Brillouin precursor field as z— + oo, for values of 6’ in
the domain 6’ = 0,, is given by

1/3 2/3
’ 1 SrTT ’ T7 — ’ s ’
Ag(z,t)~exp 1—26—050(9)][—2— < Re{z[U(wSP;—cocHh*(G)!+U(wSP;—a)c)\h (011} XAi | —|a,(8)] %] l
) 2/3
- r £ r7 — +ar\| _ T7T _ (0’
272 Re{[U(a)SP; 0. )|h 76 U(wSP; o )|h (0]}
2/3
X Ai'D | —|a (8" ] , (3.22)
where the remainder term is O(1/z). The coefficients appearing in Eq. (3.22) are given by
aO(B’)=—;-[¢((aSP+, +¢>(a)SP ,0M1] (3.23a)
_ ’ 22000 ’
= 280 (o g )— B8 |11 —qe(o) W)+ 26D | abl0) | (3.23b)
3 @4 9 3
a}/z(e')={%[d)(wSP;,9')—¢(a)SP;,9’)]}”3 (3.24a)
b2 1/3
= —39() [(6’——90)— 7 {48%6(0)[2—al(0) ] +a¥?(6')} ] ] , (3.24b)
20,0,

and
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172
F2al’%(6')

hEO)= |~
¢(2)( wsp%’ 0')

R

(9'_00)'_

3
; 260005 —i3W(0)
3ab2W(6') |

for all &' in the range 6’ = 0,. In Egs. (3.22)-(3.25) use

was made of the approximate analytic expressions [4—6]

for the right (wg;, +) and left (wg, ) near saddle-point loca-
N

given in Sec. IIB 0p+(0')=1W(0')
N

—i[28£(0')/3], when 6'=86,). Notice that as 6’ ap-
proaches the critical value 0; from above, Eq. (3.22)
reduces to the limiting expression (3.21).

Taken together, Eqs. (3.17) and (3.22) constitute the
uniform asymptotic expression of the generalized Bril-
louin precursor for an input unit amplitude, ultrashort
Gaussian-modulated harmonic signal for all 8°>1 and
reduce to the nonuniform asymptotic expressions given in
Sec. IT when €' is bounded away from 6,.

+
Py

tions (viz.,

IV. DISCUSSION

The numerical evaluation of the integral representation
given in Eq. (1.12) describing the propagation of an input
unit amplitude, ultrashort Gaussian-modulated harmonic
signal in a Lorentz medium that is based upon Hosono’s
Laplace-transform method [30] (referred to here as the
Hosono code) constitutes the first numerical experiment
that is used as a comparison with our asymptotic descrip-
tion. A second, independent method of numerically
evaluating this same integral representation is based on
the numerical implementation of the method of steepest
descents [31], and is referred to here as the asymptotic
code. The results of this code constitute the second nu-
merical experiment and are used as a second independent
verification of our theoretical results. The agreement be-
tween the results of these two numerical experiments for
each of the cases we have considered, a sample of which
appears in this section, is remarkably exceptional and
provides a secure measure of the accuracy in the descrip-
tion of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse propagation that is
afforded by both the nonuniform and uniform theories.

When the modern asymptotic method of Olver [32] is
used to evaluate the integral representation in Eq. (1.12),
along with approximate analytic expressions for the
saddle-point locations and the derivatives of the phase
function at them, as determined by Oughstun [4], the ap-
proximate expressions appearing in Ref. [29] for the gen-
eralized Sommerfeld precursor Ag4(z,¢) and the general-
ized Brillouin precursor Ag(z,t) are obtained. The re-
sults of a numerical implementation of these expressions
is depicted here for comparison and is referred to as the
analytical nonuniform theory. Its predictions of the gen-
eralized Sommerfeld precursor field amplitudes are found
to be greater than the respective results of the two nu-
merical experiments for this precursor field, while its pre-

200608

(3.25a)
1/6

{48%6(0")[2—al(6') ]+ WX 6')} , (3.25b)

[

dictions of the generalized Brillouin precursor fields are
of approximately the same amplitude but are found to os-
cillate at higher frequencies than the respective ones pre-
dicted by the two numerical experiments.

The primary source of these discrepancies is found to
be from the use of the approximate analytic expressions
for the saddle-point locations, and, to a lesser extent,
from the use of the approximate analytic expressions for
the derivatives of the phase function at the saddle-point
locations. Even though these approximate expressions
have been found [5-9] to be of sufficient accuracy when
used to describe the propagation of either an input &-
function pulse, an input unit-step-function modulated
harmonic signal, or a rectangular-function modulated
harmonic signal of arbitrary initial pulse width in either a
single- or double-resonance Lorentz medium, such is not
the case here because of the exponential behavior of the
Gaussian envelope. Indeed, a close examination of the
general expression (1.13) for the Gaussian spectral ampli-
tude appearing in Eq. (1.12) reveals that any deviation of
the analytically determined approximate saddle-point lo-
cations from the exact locations (which can only be deter-
mined with sufficient accuracy using numerical tech-
niques) affects the results exponentially, especially for
broad initial pulses. This should then be the primary
source of the observed differences between the predic-
tions of the analytical nonuniform theory and the results
of the two numerical experiments. It is further expected
that, to a smaller degree, the analytically determined ap-
proximate expressions for the derivatives of the phase
function at the saddle-point locations that are used in the
implementation of Olver’s asymptotic method will fur-
ther aggravate these discrepancies.

In order to verify our assertions as well as to improve
the asymptotic description of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse
propagation in a Lorentz medium, a numerical evalua-
tion (referred to here as the numerical nonuniform
theory) of the general expressions (2.5) and (2.6) for the
generalized Sommerfeld precursor field, and (2.8), (2.9),
and (2.11)-(2.14) for the generalized Brillouin precursor
field, has been performed. In this implementation of the
asymptotic method of Olver, the exact, numerically
determined saddle-point locations and exact expressions
for the derivatives of the phase function were used. As
expected, the results are found to be in excellent agree-
ment with the results of the two numerical experiments,
thus proving the validity of the asymptotic description of
the propagation of the input unit amplitude, ultrashort
Gaussian-modulated harmonic signal in a Lorentz medi-
um. The tradeoff for the increased accuracy in the
description of the propagated field is the use of more gen-
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FIG. 3. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 2T
=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequen-
cy ©,=3.1416X 10" sec™! at
a propagation distance
z=112.47z,4, where z,; is the ab-
sorption depth at the carrier fre-
quency .. The experimental re-
sults of the Hosono code are
shown in the top two diagrams
while the respective experimen-
tal results of the asymptotic code
are shown in the bottom two di-
agrams.

FIG. 4. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 2T
=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequen-
cy ©.=3.1416X10" sec™! at
a propagation distance
z=112.47z,, where z; is the ab-
sorption depth at the carrier fre-
quency o.. The results of the
analytical nonuniform theory
are shown in the top two dia-
grams, the respective results of
the  numerical nonuniform
theory are shown in the middle
two diagrams, and the respective
uniform theory results are
shown in the bottom two dia-
grams.
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eral expressions that, although entirely correct, depend
more on numerical techniques. Nevertheless, since the
sources of the discrepancies between the nonuniform
theory and the experiments have now been identified, we
can still cautiously use the analytic approximate expres-
sions for the saddle-point locations and the derivatives of
the phase function at them in Olver’s method, to get the
only available, though in some cases rough, analytical
description of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse propagation in a
Lorentz medium.

The results of both the analytical and numerical
nonuniform theories are nonuniform when 6’ tends to
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FIG. 5. Evolution of the instantaneous angular frequency of
oscillation for the dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T =0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency o, =3.1416X 10! sec™! at
a propagation distance z=112.47z,, where z, is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency w.. The asterisks in the top and
bottom diagrams denote the frequency of oscillation values that
were determined from the asymptotic code, while the triangles
in the middle and bottom diagrams denote the frequency of os-
cillation values that were determined from the uniform theory.
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unity from above and when 6’ approaches 6;. In order to
overcome these two difficulties the uniform asymptotic
theory is used. Its numerical implementation (referred to
here as the uniform theory) using the derived expressions
(3.11) for the generalized Sommerfeld precursor field and
(3.17) and (3.22) for the generalized Brillouin precursor
field is uniformly valid for all 6’> 1. The exact, numeri-
cally determined saddle-point locations are used here
only to evaluate the Gaussian spectral amplitude func-
tions ﬁ(wSPg—wc ), ﬁ(wspu—wc ), and U(wspﬁ—a)c) ap-

pearing in Egs. (3.11), (3.17), and (3.22), respectively,
since use of analytic approximate expressions can serious-
ly degrade the performance of the uniform asymptotic
method. On the other hand, in order to have expressions
that are more tractable analytically than the respective
expressions used for the numerical nonuniform theory,
the approximate, analytically determined expressions for
the saddle-point locations and the derivatives of the
phase function at them were used everywhere else in the
uniform asymptotic description. It is then expected that
the uniform theory will improve the description afforded
both by the analytical nonuniform theory and the numer-
ical nonuniform theory when 6' tends to unity from
above and when 6’ tends to 6,, but that it will not agree
with the two numerical experiments as well as the numer-
ical nonuniform theory.

Attention is now turned to the results of the two nu-
merical experiments and their comparison with both the
nonuniform and uniform asymptotic theories. Brillouin’s
choice of the medium parameters are used throughout
this numerical comparison. The case of an input unit
amplitude, Gaussian-modulated cosine field is depicted in
Figs. 3—5 when the initial pulse width is 27=0.2 fsec,
with carrier frequency w,=3.1416X10'®/sec, which is
below the absorption band of the medium. This set of the
input field parameters corresponds to one oscillation of
the harmonic signal under the full width at e ~! max-
imum points of the Gaussian envelope at z=0. The
propagation distance z=5.0 um is equal to 112.47 ab-
sorption lengths z; at the signal frequency .. The total
propagated field 4(z,t)= Ag(z,t)+ Ap(z,t) calculated us-
ing the Hosono code is depicted at the top of Fig. 3 and is
seen to be dominated by the generalized Sommerfeld pre-
cursor field for 1 <6’ < 6gg, while it is dominated by the
generalized Brillouin precursor field for 6’ > 6sz where
Osg==1.334. Since the input carrier frequency w, is below
the medium absorption band, the peak amplitude of the
generalized Brillouin precursor field is many orders of
magnitude greater than the peak amplitude of the gen-
eralized Sommerfeld precursor field. The corresponding
results of the total propagated field calculated using the
asymptotic code are depicted at the bottom of Fig. 3.
Comparison of the respective wave forms in Fig. 3 shows
that the two independent numerical experiments describ-
ing the propagated field are in complete agreement. The
analytical predictions of the total propagated field due to
the same input field considered in Fig. 3, calculated using
the analytical nonuniform theory, the numerical nonuni-
form theory and the uniform theory, respectively, are de-
picted in Fig. 4. The observed discrepancies between the
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FIG. 6. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 2T
=0.314 fsec and a carrier
frequency .=4.0X10'® sec™!
at a propagation distance
z=1332.97z,;, where z; is the
absorption depth at the carrier
frequency @.. The experimental
results of the Hosono code are
shown in the top two diagrams
while the respective experimen-
tal results of the asymptotic code
are shown in the bottom two di-
agrams.

FIG. 7. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with  initial pulse  width
2T=0.314 fsec and a carrier
frequency w,=4.0X10'"® sec™!
at a propagation distance
z=1332.97z;, where z,; is the
absorption depth at the carrier
frequency w.. The results of the
analytical nonuniform theory
are shown in the top two dia-
grams, the respective result of
the  numerical nonuniform
theory are shown in the middle
two diagrams, and the respective
uniform theory results are
shown in the bottom two dia-
grams.
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analytical nonuniform theory and the two numerical ex-
periments are due to the use of the approximate analytic
expressions for the saddle-point locations and the deriva-
tives of the phase function at them. When exact, numeri-
cally determined saddle-point locations and exact expres-
sions for the derivatives of the phase function at them are
used, the results of the numerical nonuniform theory are
found to be in excellent agreement with the two numeri-
cal experiments for all 6’ except for the two small 6’
neighborhoods about the space-time points 6'=1 and
60’'=6; when the nonuniform asymptotic theory breaks
down. The results of the uniform asymptotic theory,
presented at the bottom of Fig. 4, overcome this difficulty
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FIG. 8. Evolution of the instantaneous angular frequency of
oscillation for the dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.314 fsec and a carrier frequency o, =4.0X10%sec™ ! at a
propagation distance z=1332.97z,, where z; is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency w.. The asterisks in the top and
bottom diagrams denote the frequency of oscillation values that
were determined from the asymptotic code, while the triangles
in the middle and bottom diagrams denote the frequency of os-
cillation values that were determined from the uniform theory.
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and are uniformly valid for all 8’ > 1. It is to be remem-
bered that several approximations have been introduced
in the uniform asymptotic description so that the resul-
tant expressions are more tractable analytically. Hence,
as expected, the uniform asymptotic description does not
completely agree with the two numerical experiments as
well as does the numerical nonuniform theory, but it
clearly describes the propagated field structure better
than the analytical nonuniform theory.

The numerically determined instantaneous frequencies
of oscillation for this propagated field are depicted in Fig.
5. In the upper diagram the asterisks mark the oscilla-
tion frequency values determined from the asymptotic
code, while in the middle diagram the triangles mark the
oscillation frequency values determined from the uniform
theory. A comparison of these two results for the oscilla-
tion frequency of the generalized Brillouin precursor is
presented in the bottom diagram of the figure, where
again the asterisks and triangles denote frequencies of os-
cillation evaluated numerically from the asymptotic code
and the uniform asymptotic theory, respectively. The ob-
served difference between the two results is due primarily
to the inaccuracy inherent in the analytic description of
the near saddle-point locations.

Similar degrees of accuracy are obtained when the in-
put carrier frequency of the pulse is increased through
and above the medium absorption band that is defined
over the real frequency range (w3—8%)!/?
<o, <(0?—58)""2. Figures 6—8 depict the results when
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FIG. 9. The dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency w.=5.75X10'® sec ! at a
propagation distance z=41.96z,, where z; is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency w.. The experimental result of
the Hosono code is shown in the top diagram while the respec-
tive experimental result of the asymptotic code is shown in the
bottom diagram.
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o, =, the undamped resonance frequency of the medi-
um, which is near the lower end of the absorption band.
Figures 9-11 depict the results when
®,=5.75X10'%/sec, which is near the upper end of the
absorption band, while Figs. 12—-14 depict the results
when @, =10.0X 10'®/sec, which is well above the upper
end of the absorption band. These results clearly show
the accuracy that the asymptotic description possesses
over the entire frequency range w,€[0, ). Again, the
only major inaccuracy in the analytic theory arises from
the approximations made in describing the saddle-point
dynamics analytically [5]; this inaccuracy is clearly re-
moved by using numerically determined saddle-point lo-
cations.

The observed structure of the dynamical field evolution
depicted in Figs. 3-14 is easily understood from the

asymptotic representation
A(z,t)~ Ag(z,t)+ Ap(z,t) 4.1

as z— + oo for all =1 in a single-resonance Lorentz
J

medium. Because of the initial Gaussian envelope spec-
trum (1.13), the asymptotic description of Ag(z,¢) and
Ag(z,t) each contain a Gaussian factor of the form
exp{ —(T?/4)[Re(wsp) —w,]*}, where wgp denotes the
distant saddle-point location in the right half of the com-
plex w plane for the generalized Sommerfeld precursor
Ag(z,t), while wgp denotes the relevant near saddle-point
location for the generalized Brillouin precursor Ag(z,¢).
The asymptotic description of each generalized precursor
field also contains an exponential attenuation factor that
is given by the product of the propagation distance z with
the attenuation that is characteristic of the real phase
behavior at the relevant saddle point. Finally, the instan-
taneous oscillation frequency of each precursor field in
the mature dispersion regime is approximately given by
Re{wgp(0')} for an ultrashort pulse.

In particular, the instantaneous frequency of the oscil-
lation of the generalized Sommerfeld precursor is ob-
tained from the derivative of the oscillatory phase term in
the uniform asymptotic expansion (3.11) as

b20’ b2{EXO')—58%(1—7(6')*}
0)=£(0')+ —2(6'—1
“’S( ) g( ) 25(9’)(6'2_1)2 [ {52(0')"‘82(1‘“‘7](0,))2}2 ( )

_ 98ch’0'(1—=m(6") |, 98°(1—n(8))

2230 (6 —1)? E%O)
2 2 ’
L T2 8b% 0
2 z 52(0,)(6I2—1

The first term on the right-hand side of this expression is

just the real part of the distant saddle-point location

wgp+(0)=§(6")—i5(1+n(6")), where £(6’) monotonical-
D

ly decreases from infinity at 6’=1 and approaches
(0?—8%)1/2 as @ — + 0. The first three terms on the
right-hand side of this expression give the instantaneous
oscillation frequency of the Sommerfeld precursor field
for the 6-function pulse [4-6], where, to a good approxi-
mation, wg=£&(0')=wg;. Here wg>(w?—8%)? is the
real frequency solution [12] of vg(wg)=c /6', with vg(®)
being the monochromatic energy transport velocity [14]
for a single-resonance Lorentz medium, given by
£ , 4.3)
on ()

)
where n,(w) and n;(w) are the real and imaginary parts,
respectively, of the complex index of refraction (1.5).
With this substitution the instantaneous frequency of os-
cillation of the generalized Sommerfeld precursor be-
comes

UE((D)Z
n(w)+

Do (g4 L2 B0% A
@sl8)=epl8) T T a1

X[EO')N3—n(0"))+20.(n(0')—1)]
4.4

7 [£(6'(3—n(0')) 2w, (n(6)—1)] .

(4.2)

[

in the mature-dispersion regime.

Since 7(6’) monotonically decreases from 1 to O as 6’
increases from 1 to infinity, the second term on the right-
hand side in Eq. (4.4) is non-negative for all 6'>1.
Hence, the instantaneous oscillation frequency of the gen-
eralized Sommerfeld precursor due to an input ultrashort
Gaussian pulse is increased above that for an input 8-
function pulse and approaches it as z— + «. Hence,
g > (w?—8%)1/2 for all parameters of an input ultrashort
Gaussian pulse. If the input carrier frequency o, is
chosen to be above the medium absorption band so that
o, > (03—8%)172, then the instantaneous oscillation fre-
quency of the generalized Sommerfeld precursor will
chirp downwards across o, at a sufficiently large, fixed
propagation distance z. In that particular case, let 6
denote the value of 8’ at which wy;=w,; this space-time
point corresponds to that point in the field which travels
at the velocity vg(w,.)=c /0y given by the energy trans-
port velocity of a monochromatic plane-wave field with
frequency w, [12]. Let 6, denote the value of 8’ at which
wg=a,; this space-time point corresponds to that point
in the generalized Sommerfeld precursor field evolution
when the instantaneous frequency of oscillation crosses
the value w, > (w?—8%)!/2. It is then seen from Eq. (4.4)
that 6, =6y when T =0 (i.e., in the limit as the initial
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Gaussian pulse approaches a 8-function pulse). Further-
is increased above Op when T >0 and ap-
proaches 6 with a z~! dependence as the propagation

more, 0,

distance increases.
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In a similar fashion, the instantaneous frequency of os-
cillation of the generalized Brillouin precursor is obtained
from the derivative of the oscillatory phase term in the
uniform asymptotic expansion (3.22) as

J

T? &b’ 6
wp(0)=wg(0')——
B E 3 W(@/)w(z)z 9’2—62+ 3ab2 2
0 w(z)
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FIG. 10. The dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency w,=5.75X10"® sec ™! at a
propagation distance z=41.96z,, where z, is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency w.. The result of the analytical
nonuniform theory is shown in the top diagram, the respective
result of the numerical nonuniform theory is shown in the mid-
dle diagram, and the respective uniform theory result is shown
in the bottom diagram.

2 ’ _
WO W) —w, [(Ba—2)+£(6) |3ani— 2040 3a=2)

0 3

(4.5)

for 6'>60, when o,<(03—8%)"2  Since W(&)
<(w3—8%!? for all &> 6,, then the quantity appearing
in the square brackets in the above expression is non-
negative for all 8’ > 6, when w, <(w}—8%)'/%. Hence, the
instantaneous oscillation frequency of the oscillatory por-
tion of the generalized Brillouin precursor due to an in-
put ultrashort Gaussian pulse is decreased below that for
an input 8-function pulse and approaches it as z— + .
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FIG. 11. Evolution of the instantaneous angular frequency of
oscillation for the dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency w, =5.75X10'"¢ sec™! at a
propagation distance z=41.96z,;, where z; is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency w.. The asterisks in the top dia-
gram denote the frequency of oscillation values that were deter-
mined from the asymptotic code, while the triangles in the bot-
tom diagram denote the frequency of oscillation values that
were determined from the uniform theory.
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FIG. 12. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 277=0.2
fsec and a carrier frequency
©,=10.0X10' sec™! at a prop-
agation distance z=15.09z,,
where z; is the absorption depth
at the carrier frequency w.. The
experimental results of the
Hosono code are shown in the
top two diagrams while the
respective experimental results
of the asymptotic code are
shown in the bottom two dia-
grams.

FIG. 13. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 27°=0.2
fsec and a carrier frequency
®,=10.0X10'® sec™! at a prop-
agation distance z=15.09z,,
where z; is the absorption depth
at the carrier frequency .. The
results of the analytical nonuni-
form theory are shown in the top
two diagrams, the respective re-
sults of the numerical nonuni-
form theory are shown in the
middle two diagrams, and the
respective uniform theory results
are shown in the bottom two di-
agrams.
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Hence wp < (03—8%)!/? for all parameters of an input ul-
trashort Gaussian pulse with o, <(w§—8%)!”%2. The in-
stantaneous oscillation frequency of the generalized Bril-
louin precursor will then chirp upwards across w, at a
sufficiently large fixed propagation distance z. In this
case, let O denote the value of 8’ at which wy=w, and
let 6, denote the value of 6 at which wpz=w,. The
space-time point 8, then corresponds to that point in the
generalized Brillouin precursor field evolution when the
instantaneous frequency of oscillation crosses the value
o, Zw,y. It is then seen from Eq. (4.5) that 6, =60, when
T=0 (i.e., in the limit as the input Gaussian pulse ap-
proaches a &-function pulse). Furthermore, 6, is in-
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FIG. 14. Evolution of the instantaneous angular frequency of
oscillation for the dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency @, =10.0X 10 sec™ ! at a
propagation distance z=15.09z;, where z, is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency @.. The asterisks in the top and
bottom diagrams denote the frequency of oscillation values that
were determined from the asymptotic code, while the triangles
in the middle and bottom diagrams denote the frequency of os-
cillation values that were determined from the uniform theory.

CONSTANTINOS M. BALICTSIS AND KURT EDMUND OUGHSTUN 47

creased above ; when T >0 and approaches 6, with a
z ! dependence as the propagation distance increases.

When the input carrier frequency w, lies in the absorp-
tion band of the medium, so that (03—8%)!/2
<w, < (w%—&z)l/z, then wg(6'), as given by Eq. (4.4) with
wg(0') now replaced by £(6'), is bounded below by
(0?—8%)1/2. However, wy(0'), as given by Eq. (4.5) with
wg(0') now replaced by ¥(6'), is no longer bounded
above by (w3—82)!/2 since the quantity appearing in the
large square brackets in that expression may now become
negative for some value 6'>6; and remain so for all
larger values of 6'. The maximum frequency attained by
wp(0') is then increased above (w3—82)!/? by a factor
that increases as the square of the initial pulse width and
decreases as z ~!. Notice, however, that this behavior has
been obtained here for the case of ultrashort pulses whose
initial pulse rise time is either less than or on the order of
1/8. Nevertheless, these results clearly show that the in-
stantaneous oscillation frequency of the generalized Bril-
louin precursor can enter the absorption band of the
medium when the input carrier frequency o, is in the ab-
sorption band, provided that the observation distance z is
not too large. As z increases, the propagated field charac-
teristics approach that due to an input 8-function pulse
[29].

For 0<w, <(w3—8%)!/? the generalized Brillouin pre-
cursor field 43(z,¢) dominates the entire propagated field
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FIG. 15. The dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T =0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency w.=5.75X10'® sec ™' at a
propagation distance z=283.92z;, where z; is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency .. The experimental result of
the Hosono code is shown in the top diagram while the respec-
tive experimental result of the asymptotic code is shown in the
bottom diagram.
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evolution, as illustrated in Fig. 3 for an input Gaussian-
modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=2.0X10716 sec and carrier frequency
©,=3.1416 X 10'%/sec at a fixed propagation distance
z=112.47z; in the Lorentz-type medium under con-
sideration. The value 6,.==4.679 66 in Fig. 5 indicates the
point in the field evolution at which the instantaneous os-
cillation frequency equals w,; for 6’ <, the instantane-
ous oscillation frequency of Az(z,t) is less than ., while
for 6'> 6, it is greater than w,. It is about this point that
the Gaussian factor exp{—( T2/4)[Re(cosp; )—w, 1}

peaks to its maximum value. However, because the at-
tenuation of the Brillouin precursor identically vanishes
at 8'=60,=n(0) while it monotonically increases for all
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FIG. 16. The dynamical field evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field with initial pulse width
2T=0.2 fsec and a carrier frequency w,=5.75X 10" sec™! at a
propagation distance z=83.92z;, where z; is the absorption
depth at the carrier frequency .. The result of the analytical
nonuniform theory is shown in the top diagram, the respective
result of the numerical nonuniform theory is shown in the mid-
dle diagram, and the respective uniform theory result is shown
in the bottom diagram.
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|6’ —6,| >0, the peak in the propagated field is shifted to-
ward this earlier space-time point. As the propagation
distance increases, the location of the peak amplitude in
the propagated field approaches the space-time point
ct /z=6, from above for an input Gaussian-modulated
cosine wave as considered here; for an input Gaussian-
modulated sine wave [29] the initial field has a zero at the
peak in the initial envelope so that the location of the
peak amplitude in the propagated field just follows the
space-time point ct /z=60,. Notice that the Sommerfeld
precursor is virtually absent from the total propagated-
field structure, as the initial spectrum in this case is prac-
tically zero in the region of the distant saddle points.
Indeed, the peak amplitude in the Sommerfeld precursor
at this propagation distance is reduced by ~10~!! from
the peak amplitude of the Brillouin precursor. As the ini-
tial pulse width 27 is decreased from the value con-
sidered here the spectrum broadens and, for the cosine-
wave case, the Sommerfeld precursor becomes more ap-
parent as the total propagated-field structure approaches
that for an input §-function pulse [4—6]; for the sine-wave
case the field vanishes as T—0. On the other hand, as
the initial pulse width 2T is increased the spectrum nar-
rows and the peak in the Gaussian factor begins to dom-
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FIG. 18. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian-modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 277=0.2
fsec and a carrier frequency
®,=5.75X 10" sec™! at a prop-
agation distance z=419.60z,,
where z,; is the absorption depth
at the carrier frequency w.. The
experimental results of the
Hosono code are shown in the
top two diagrams, while the
respective experimental results
of the asymptotic code are
shown in the bottom two dia-
grams.

FIG. 19. The dynamical field
evolution due to an input
Gaussian- modulated cosine field
with initial pulse width 27=0.2
fsec and a carrier frequency
©,=5.75X 10" sec™! at a prop-
agation distance z=419.60z,,
where z, is the absorption depth
at the carrier frequency w,. The
results of the analytical nonuni-
form theory are shown in the top
two diagrams, the respective re-
sults of the numerical nonuni-
form theory are shown in the
middle two diagrams, and the
respective uniform theory results
are shown in the bottom two di-
agrams.
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inate the total field evolution A (z,t)~ Ag(z,t) as the
spectral amplitude at 6'=6, (the zero attenuation point
in the Brillouin precursor) decreases. Nevertheless, as
the propagation distance is increased (i.e., as the disper-
sion becomes more mature), the attenuation will cause
the peak amplitude to shift towards 6’=6,,. As the initial
pulse width is increased well above 1/8, the total field
A (z,t)~ Ag(z,t) is dominated by the Gaussian factor in
the Brillouin precursor as the spectral amplitude is prac-
tically zero everywhere except in a small neighborhood of
.. In that case, it is more appropriate to expand the in-
tegral representation about w, rather than about the
dominant saddle point. In the ultrashort 7'<1/8 case,
the point in the field evolution at which the oscillation
frequency passes through o, is given by the value
6.=0g, so that the signal velocity of an ultrashort
Gaussian pulse is (approximately) the same as that ob-
tained for the unit-step-function modulated signal for
0=<w, =w, and is given by the energy transport velocity
[14] for a time-harmonic field. For such an ultrashort
Gaussian pulse this point in the field evolution may not
correspond to the space-time point at which the peak am-
plitude in the propagated fields occurs (=86,), as seen in
Fig. 3, which propagates with a velocity vy =c /6, that is
nearly independent of the carrier frequency w,. Finally,
in the extremely ultrashort-pulse limit when the Sommer-
feld precursor field 4A¢(z,¢) is also excited with sufficient
amplitude, a separate peak amplitude will also appear at
a very high oscillation frequency (well above the medium
resonance frequency), and this point will propagate at a
velocity vgp that is just below the vacuum speed of light
c.

For (03—8%)!?<w, <(03—8%)!"2, so that the input
signal frequency is within the absorption band of the
medium, the same general dynamical field evolution is
obtained as in the below resonance case with two impor-
tant modifications. First of all, the Sommerfeld precursor
Ag(z,t) becomes more pronounced as w, increases from
w, t0 w,, as seen from a comparison of Figs. 6 and 9.
Second, the instantaneous frequency of oscillation of the
propagated field in the mature-dispersion regime only ap-
proaches the input signal frequency o, for an ultrashort
pulse, as seen in Figs. 8 and 11, and as it does, the field
amplitude rapidly attenuates from the peak amplitude at-
tained at either a lower oscillation frequency in the Bril-
louin precursor or a higher oscillation frequency in the
Sommerfeld precursor. Because the input signal frequen-
cy w, for the case illustrated in Figs. 6—8 is at the lower
end of the absorption band, the Brillouin precursor dom-
inates the Sommerfeld precursor at all propagation dis-
tances. The peak amplitude in the propagated field then
occurs immediately following the point t=6yz/c, at
which point the oscillation frequency is zero, after which
the field amplitude rapidly diminishes as the oscillation
frequency approaches o, from below. The total field evo-
lution when the input signal frequency is near the upper
end of the absorption band is illustrated in Figs. 9-11 for
an initial Gaussian-pulse width 27°=2.0X 10~ !® sec and
carrier frequency w,=5.75X10'®/sec. The dynamical
field evolution for this case is illustrated in Figs. 15-20 at
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several values of the propagation distance in the mature-
dispersion regime. This case is of particular interest since
the group velocity at this signal frequency is very nearly
equal to the vacuum speed of light ¢. At a small propaga-
tion distance the peak amplitude in the temporal field
evolution occurs during the generalized Sommerfeld pre-
cursor evolution as seen in Fig. 9, and this point propa-
gates with a velocity just below c. However, the frequen-
cy of oscillation about this point is much larger than w,.
As the propagation distance increases, as shown in Figs.
15-20, the total field evolution becomes increasingly
dominated by the generalized Brillouin precursor whose
peak amplitude point propagates with a velocity approxi-
mately equal to ¢ /6,=c /n(0); however, the oscillation
frequency of the field about this point is much less than
the initial signal frequency w.. It may, perhaps, be a
moot point that the oscillation frequency of the propagat-
ed field due to an ultrashort Gaussian pulse in the
mature-dispersion regime of the medium absorption band
never reaches the input signal frequency
o, €[(03—8%)12,(w?—8%)!/?] since the field amplitude is
exponentially negligible as the oscillation frequency ap-
proaches either (03—82)!/? from below (due to the Bril-
louin precursor) or (w?—8&?%)!/? from above (due to the
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Sommerfeld precursor). Finally, if one only considered
the propagated envelope of this field evolution it would
easily be concluded that the input Gaussian pulse has,
under propagation, separated into two distinct pulses, the
first pulse having a peak amplitude that propagates just
below ¢ and the second pulse having a peak amplitude
that propagates at the velocity vy =c /6,

Finally, for o, > (0?—82)!/? the Sommerfeld precursor
Ag(z,t) will dominate the propagated-field behavior in
the mature-dispersion regime, as illustrated in Figs.

12-14 for an input Gaussian-pulse  width
2T7=2.0X10716 sec with signal frequency
0,=10.0X10'%/sec at the propagation distance

z=15.09z;. The value 6,=1.2002 in Fig. 14 indicates
the point in the field evolution at which the oscillation
frequency equals w,; for 8’ < 6, the instantaneous oscilla-
tion frequency of A (z,t) is greater than ., while for
6> 0, it is less than w,. It is about this point that the
Gaussian factor peaks to its maximum value. However,
because the attenuation of the Sommerfeld precursor
identically vanishes at 6’=1 while it monotonically in-
creases for all 8’ > 1, the peak in the propagated field is
shifted toward this space-time point. Notice that the
peak amplitude of the generalized Brillouin precursor
that is present in the propagated-field structure is re-
duced by a factor of 10”7 from that of the Sommerfeld
precursor in this case. As the initial pulse width is de-
creased the relative amplitude of the Brillouin precursor
field increases with respect to that of the Sommerfeld pre-
cursor and in the limit the entire field evolution ap-
proaches that due to an input 6-function pulse. On the
other hand, as the initial pulse width is increased the am-
plitude of the Brillouin precursor field decreases and only
the generalized Sommerfeld precursor remains as the
spectral amplitude approaches zero everywhere except in
a small neighborhood of w,. In each case, the point in
the field evolution of a short Gaussian pulse at which the
oscillation frequency passes through w, is given by the
value 0, =6 .

The signal velocity for a short Gaussian pulse is then
seen to be given approximately by the energy velocity for
a time-harmonic field in the dispersive medium

vg=vg(w,) (4.6)

for 05w, <(0§—8%)"? and w, > (0} —8%)'/2%. This is the
same as the signal velocity for both the unit-step-function
modulated and rectangular-function modulated signals
below resonance and is an upper envelope to the signal
velocity above the absorption band [4,5]. The signal ve-
locity of an ultrashort Gaussian pulse with signal fre-
quency o, within the medium absorption band is not
defined since the oscillation frequency of the propagated
field only approaches . in the mature-dispersion regime.
As the initial pulse width is broadened into the quasi-
monochromatic regime where the initial pulse spectrum
is sharply defined about the signal frequency w,, it is ex-
pected that the signal velocity will remain to be given ap-
proximately by the monochromatic energy transport ve-
locity vg(w, ), even for frequencies in the medium absorp-
tion band. This transition between the ultrashort and

quasimonochromatic regimes needs to be carefully con-
sidered in future research.

V. CONCLUSIONS

The results presented here clearly show that the
asymptotic theory provides a complete, accurate descrip-
tion of ultrashort Gaussian-pulse propagation in a causal-
ly dispersive dielectric as described by the Lorentz model.
The only significant source of error in the asymptotic
theory arises from the analytic approximations to the
relevant saddle-point dynamics. Although these algebra-
ic approximations were sufficiently accurate for the
asymptotic description of the propagated-pulse evolution
due to either an input step-function modulated signal, a
rectangular envelope pulse, or a §-function pulse [4-6],
they were found here to be inadequate for the case of an
input Gaussian pulse due to the exponential behavior of
the initial pulse envelope spectrum. Nevertheless, the
analytical asymptotic theory was found to be qualitative-
ly correct in its description of Gaussian-pulse propaga-
tion [29]. The inclusion of the correct, numerically deter-
mined saddle-point dynamics then brings the asymptotic
theory into complete quantitative agreement with the nu-
merical experiments, as has been clearly shown here.

When combined with previously published results
[5-11], the results presented here clearly show that the
precursor fields are critical for the complete understand-
ing of the dispersive pulse dynamics in a causal medium.
For a single-resonance Lorentz medium, as considered
here, these are the classical Sommerfeld and Brillouin
precursors [1-3], whose complete dynamics [5] and uni-
form asymptotic description [6] have only recently been
obtained and provided with a proper physical interpreta-
tion [12]. For a multiple-resonance Lorentz medium ad-
ditional precursor fields may also be present [8], which
will further enrich the observed pulse evolution. For an
instantaneous rise-time pulse of arbitrary initial width
(such as that given by a rectangular envelope) the resul-
tant pulse distortion was found [9] to be primarily due to
the interference between the precursor fields associated
with the leading and trailing edges of the input pulse.
For a more continuous initial pulse envelope whose spec-
trum is an entire function of complex w, such as that
presented by a Gaussian envelope as considered here, the
entire propagated field is found to be given by the super-
position of the so-called generalized precursor fields,
whose evolution is dictated by the saddle-point dynamics.
For an ultrashort pulse with initial rise time 7' <1/8, the
saddle-point dynamics depend primarily on the proper-
ties of the dispersive medium. An input Gaussian pulse
can then evolve into a pair of pulses in a single-resonance
Lorentz medium for a sufficiently short initial pulse
width. In a double-resonance Lorentz medium a max-
imum of three pulses is possible.

Finally, the signal velocity v.(w,) of an ultrashort
Gaussian pulse in a single-resonance Lorentz medium is
found to be given approximately by the monochromatic
energy transport velocity vz(w.) due to London [14].
The signal velocity v, marks the point in the field evolu-
tion that oscillates at the input carrier frequency. The
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signal velocity for an ultrashort Gaussian pulse differs, in
general, from the velocity of the peak amplitude point ap-
pearing in the propagated field in the mature-dispersion
regime, which propagates either very near to the vacuum
speed of light c if the generalized Sommerfeld precursor
dominates the field or near ¢ /n (0) if the generalized Bril-
louin precursor dominates the propagated-field structure.
As the initial pulse width is initially broadened, the signal
velocity v, is found to decrease away from vg(w,) so that
vg is an upper envelope to the signal velocity for the ul-
trashort Gaussian pulse, just as it is an upper envelope
for the unit-step-function signal and the rectangular en-

velope pulse. As the initial pulse rise time T is
significantly increased above 1/9, it is expected that the
signal velocity will approach vg(w.) from below. This
transition from the ultrashort to the quasimonochromatic
pulse regime is a critical topic for future research.
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