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Impact of mid-Z gas fill on dynamics and performance of shock-driven
implosions at the OMEGA laser
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Shock-driven implosions with 100% deuterium (D,) gas fill compared to implosions with 50:50 nitrogen-
deuterium (N, D,) gas fill have been performed at the OMEGA laser facility to test the impact of the added mid-Z
fill gas on implosion performance. lon temperature (7,,,) as inferred from the width of measured DD-neutron
spectra is seen to be 34% =+ 6% higher for the N, D, implosions than for the D,-only case, while the DD-neutron
yield from the D,-only implosion is 7.2 £ 0.5 times higher than from the N,D, gas fill. The T;,, enhancement
for N,D, is observed in spite of the higher Z, which might be expected to lead to higher radiative loss, and
higher shock strength for the D,-only versus N,D, implosions due to lower mass, and is understood in terms
of increased shock heating of N compared to D, heat transfer from N to D prior to burn, and limited amount of
ion-electron-equilibration-mediated additional radiative loss due to the added higher-Z material. This picture is
supported by interspecies equilibration timescales for these implosions, constrained by experimental observables.
The one-dimensional (1D) kinetic Vlasov-Fokker-Planck code iFP and the radiation hydrodynamic simulation
codes HYADES (1D) and xRAGE [1D, two-dimensional (2D)] are brought to bear to understand the observed
yield ratio. Comparing measurements and simulations, the yield loss in the N,D, implosions relative to the pure
D;,-fill implosion is determined to result from the reduced amount of D, in the fill (fourfold effect on yield)
combined with a lower fraction of the D, fuel being hot enough to burn in the N, D, case. The experimental yield
and T;,, ratio observations are relatively well matched by the kinetic simulations, which suggest interspecies
diffusion is responsible for the lower fraction of hot D, in the N, D, relative to the D,-only case. The simulated
absolute yields are higher than measured; a comparison of 1D versus 2D XRAGE simulations suggest that this
can be explained by dimensional effects. The hydrodynamic simulations suggest that radiative losses primarily
impact the implosion edges, with ion-electron equilibration times being too long in the implosion cores. The
observations of increased Tj,, and limited additional yield loss (on top of the fourfold expected from the
difference in D content) for the N, D, versus D,-only fill suggest it is feasible to develop the platform for studying

CNO-cycle-relevant nuclear reactions in a plasma environment.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The inertial confinement fusion (ICF) platform has
been previously established [1,2] as an important com-
plement to traditional accelerator experiments for studying
nucleosynthesis-relevant nuclear reactions, as the reactions
occur in a plasma environment that more closely mimics the
interior of a star [1]. This platform has already been success-
fully used to study several reactions relevant to nucleosynthe-
sis, including *He +°He [3], T + *He [3,4], T + T [5-7],
and p + D [8]. The goal of the experiments described in this
paper was to test the feasibility of extending this platform to

*gatu@psfc.mit.edu

2470-0045/2024/109(6)/065201(22)

065201-1

allow exploration of mid-Z reactions, which would only be
possible if sufficiently high ion temperature (7i,,) and yields
could be achieved with mid-Z implosion gas fill. Initial feasi-
bility studies applying fuel composition and reactivity scaling
from pure D;-gas-filled implosions suggest this would be
feasible as long as the added mid-Z gas does not substantially
degrade the implosions in terms of 7j,, or yield. Shock-driven
implosions of thin CH shells filled with 100% deuterium
(Dy) gas or 50:50 nitrogen-deuterium (N,D;) gas, with total
fill pressure and number density conserved between the two
implosion types, were undertaken at the OMEGA laser facility
[9] to test this. The results presented here show 34% =+ 6%
higher Ti,, as inferred from the broadening of measured DD-
neutron spectra and a 7.2 & 0.5 times lower DD-neutron yield
for the N, D, than for the pure D,-fill implosions.

©2024 American Physical Society
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The observed changes in Tj,, and yield represent quan-
titative signatures of how the added mid-Z gas fill impacts
implosion dynamics, which is the subject of this paper. A
number of different physics effects are expected to impact the
dynamics of these shock-driven implosions with low initial fill
gas density and long ion-ion mean free paths, including differ-
ential shock heating of the different ion species, interspecies
equilibration and diffusion, three-dimensional asymmetries,
radial and directional flows, electron viscosity, and radiative
loss. Comparison of simulation and measurements allows
conclusions to be drawn about the importance of different
physics effects in these implosions. No single simulation
tool is currently expected to capture all of these effects.
Different aspects of the problem are considered through com-
parison of data with output from one-dimensional (1D) and
two-dimensional (2D) XRAGE radiation hydrodynamics simu-
lations [10-12], from the Vlasov-Fokker-Planck (VFP) code
iFP [13-18], and from 1D HYADES [19]. In summary,

(i) XRAGE is used to address impact of asymmetries and
electron viscosity, and as a state-of-the-art hydrodynamic
benchmark.

(i1) iFPis used to address the multi-ion dynamics of differ-
ential shock heating, interspecies equilibration, and diffusion.

(iii) The simple HYADES code was used to design the ex-
periments, and is included for reference as well as to provide
initial conditions for iFP.

The simulations are described in Sec. IV. The implosions
are expected to be highly kinetic in nature, with long ion-ion
mean free paths relative to system scale size; this suggests that
a kinetic treatment such as that done by iFP can be expected to
better capture the implosion dynamics.

The enhanced T, is concluded to arise from enhanced
shock heating of N and subsequent heat transfer from N to
D in combination with heat loss from the implosion core
prior to burn that is insufficient for completely counteract-
ing the extra heating efficiency. This conclusion is supported
by burn-averaged ion-ion and electron-ion equilibration rates
calculated from the observables. A fourfold DD-neutron yield
difference is expected because of the lower D content in
the N,D, compared to the D,-only implosions. Simulations
suggest the remaining (1.8-fold) difference arises because of
a smaller fraction of the D, getting hot enough to burn in
the N,D, case. Unlike previous yield anomaly observations
[20-22], the measured yield ratio is relatively closely repro-
duced in both kinetic and hydrodynamic simulations, with
hydrodynamic simulations suggesting radiative cooling at the
implosion edges and kinetic simulations enhanced diffusion
of D versus N as the responsible mechanism.

While the implosions studied here are entirely shock
driven, the results are also instructive in terms of fully under-
standing integrated inertial confinement fusion experiments,
where a series of shocks sets the stage for the subsequent
compression. The novel mid-Z gas fill provides an extreme
test of the capabilities of the codes in terms of ability to handle
multi-ion effects that might be important also for integrated
DT or surrogate D *He experiments; if the codes can capture
the N-D dynamics, the expectation is that they should be
able to capture the less extreme (in terms of mass/charge
difference between the ion species) DT or D>He scenarios.
Previous experimental [23], theoretical [24,25], and kinetic

modeling [26-30] studies have suggested that multi-ion and
kinetic effects may be important in this context.

While the present experiments represent the first use of N
as a majority fill gas, the results can be contrasted to earlier
experiments with trace amounts of higher-Z gas in the fill.
Gases such as Ar or Kr are routinely used in implosions
as a spectroscopic tracer. Such experiments have previously
shown evidence of diffusion-driven stratification between the
Ar tracer and D, fuel [31-33]. Early experiments with varying
amounts of Ar, Kr, and Xe dopant also showed enhanced
DD-neutron yield reduction and increased x-ray emission
with increased dopant concentration [34-36]. In addition, Ar
has been recently tested as a fill gas in mix experiments us-
ing deuterated macrofoams, where nuclear observables from
foam-filled capsules with HT and ArT gas fill were com-
pared [37]. The macrofoam experiments are significantly
more compressive than the present shock-driven experiments,
and because of the foam structure they also contain a large
amount of carbon. However, the ArT-filled experiments also
show reduced shock yield compared to the HT-filled experi-
ments, qualitatively consistent with the reduced yield seen for
the N, D, compared to D,-only implosions in the present case.
Deuterated macrofoam experiments with Au dopant also show
substantial impact of the high-Z dopant on yield and x-ray
emission [38].

The paper is organized as follows. Section II summarizes
the experimental setup, while Sec. III presents the results
and discusses the implications of the experimental observ-
ables in terms of underlying physics, including equilibration
times and mean free paths. Section IV introduces the hy-
drodynamic and kinetic simulation tools used to model the
experiments, including a discussion about their capabilities
and limitations; as discussed above, none are expected to fully
capture the physics of these implosions, but between them
they help shed light on shock heating dynamics, interspecies
equilibration and diffusion, asymmetries, impact of radial and
directional flows, and radiative loss. In Sec. V, the simula-
tions are brought to bear to understand the observed yield
ratio between implosions with N,D, versus D;-only fill. In
Sec. VI, the effects of shell diffusion and electron viscosity
on these implosions are considered. Section VI also includes
a discussion about impacts of flows on measured 7;,,, which
are found not to explain the observed 7Tj,, differences between
the two fill types. Section VII concludes the paper.

II. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

The experimental setup parameters are summarized in
Table I and Fig. 1. The laser was delivered in a 1-ns square
pulse. Due to constraints imposed by other experiments on
the same shot day, 51 of the 60 available OMEGA laser
beams were used, phase plates were not installed, and no
beam smoothing was used; the beam spot size was enlarged by
setting the lens position to 1.8 mm. The nine missing beams
form a single cone, leading to a directional drive deficit in
the direction (100 °, 270 °) polar, azimuthal angle. The laser
intensity profile on capsule was simulated using the VISRAD
code [39], with the resulting profile illustrated in Fig. 1(b).
Also indicated in this image are the directions of the weak spot
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TABLE 1. Implosion characteristics and performance parameters for the thin CH shell D, and N, D, gas-filled implosions. Tj,, is found to
be 1.34 £ 0.06 times higher for the N,D,-gas-filled than for the D,-only gas-filled implosions, while the yield is found to be 7.2 & 0.5 times

higher for the D,-only gas-filled than for the N,D,-gas-filled implosions.

Capsule parameters

DD-n performance parameters

Fill  Ejxer  Absorb. OD CH shell Nion, init Pinit n yield Tion Bang Burn
Shot type (kJ) laser (%) (um) thickness (um) (10®°cm~3) (mg/em?®) (x10°) (keV) time (ps)  width (ps)
92978 N,D, 245 65 870 6.9 22 2.8 29402 13.164+0.54 870+ 112 n/a
92979 D, 252 64 869 6.8 2.1 0.7 21.0+1.1 10.074+0.34 745+54 130
92980 N,D, 252 67 876 6.7 22 2.8 3.0+03 13.75+0.56 780+ 112 n/a

and capsule stalk mount, which visibly impact the implosion
as can be seen in the measured x-ray image in Fig. 1(c).
The impact of this asymmetry on implosion performance is

artificially clipped

stalk
feature

FIG. 1. (a) Cartoons of D, and N,D, gas-filled capsules used
in these experiments, and (b) a VisRad-calculated map of the laser
intensity on capsule, illustrating the weak spot (red arrow) at polar
and azimuthal angles & = 100° and ¢ = 270° arising from the
51-beam laser drive. The location of the stalk mount holding the
capsule in the chamber is shown by the white arrow. This image
displays the capsule from 6, ¢ = 142.6°, 342 °, which is also the
viewing angle for the self-emission framing camera imager used to
obtain the image shown in (c). Features in the image correlate with
the capsule stalk mount and the drive weak spot. (Note that the image
is clipped at the top due to diagnostic misalignment.)

assessed by comparing 1D and 2D XRAGE simulations (see
Sec. IV). Importantly, the asymmetry is the same for N;D,
and D,-only gas-filled implosions, allowing for direct com-
parison of experimental observables from the two implosion

types.

III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND UNDERSTANDING
THE T;,, OBSERVATIONS

This section describes the key experimental results. The
observables are used to calculate characteristic parameters,
and implications of the results in terms of implosion dynam-
ics are discussed. In particular, burn-averaged interspecies
equilibration times calculated from observables are shown to
support the conjecture that the higher observed DD-neutron-
spectrum-inferred Ti,, from the N;D, than from the D,
implosions is due to enhanced shock heating of N versus D
and subsequent heat transfer from N to D, in combination
with limited heat transfer from ions to electrons, and hence
susceptibility to radiative heat loss. The experimental observ-
ables alone do not explain the amount of DD-# yield reduction
observed between the D, and N, D, implosions; this effect is
examined further with the support of simulations in Sec. V.

The measured neutron yields, Ty, bang times, and burn
width are shown in Table I. Yields and T;,, are measured
with neutron time-of-flight (nTOF) detectors [40,41]. Tio, is
inferred from the broadening of measured DD-neutron spectra
[42], which means it also captures any broadening due to non-
thermal flows [43—-48]; however, the widths are dominated by
thermal broadening in these experiments as discussed in more
detail in Sec. VI. Bang times and burn widths are measured
with the neutron temporal diagnostic (NTD) [49]. The system-
atic bang-time uncertainty for NTD is estimated to be £50 ps.
The sensitivity of NTD is such that at 3 x 10° yield, only ~10
neutrons interact with the scintillator. This is not enough to
infer a burn width, and also leads to substantial uncertainty
in the inferred bang time as seen in Table I. At 2.1 x 10'°
yield, ~70 neutrons are expected to interact, leading to a sta-
tistical burn width uncertainty of ~12%; the total uncertainty
remains to be fully quantified, which is why no error bar is
quoted for the burn width. Note that the measured burn width
reported in Table I has been corrected for a 20-ps FWHM
scintillator transit time, 40-ps FWHM response width, and
(778 x d x /T,on)-ps FWHM (with distance d = 0.03 m and
Tion in keV) thermal spectrum broadening [49]. (Note that the
OMEGA nTOF suite includes a large number of detectors
capable of handling yields ranging from ~107 to 10'*. In
contrast to the NTD, signal quality is good at 3 x 10° yield.
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Statistical uncertainty is also considered in the reported error
bars.)

Time-integrated and time-resolved x-ray imaging data
were also obtained from these implosions. Based on these
results, which are discussed in detail in Appendix A, a DD
burn radius of 100 &£ 40 wm is estimated for both the N,D,
and pure D,-fill implosions. (Note that the x-ray emission
cannot be expected to correspond directly to the region of
nuclear burn from these implosions; this is also discussed in
Appendix A.)

As can be seen in Table I, Tj,, is found to be 1.34 £ 0.06
times higher for the N,D, gas-filled than for the D,-only
gas-filled implosions. A few notes must be made about the
interpretation of this result:

(i) Viscous ion heating within a plasma shock is expected
to scale linearly with individual ion mass as Tion ~ Mjon vszhock
[50]. Ion shock heating scaling with mass is also supported by
recent experimental work [51,52]. This means shock heating
of N can be expected to be seven times more efficient than
the heating of D at the same shock strength. As the primary
observable in this experiment is the DD-n emission, from
which apparent T, is inferred [42], enhanced heating of N
must be transferred to D before it can be observed.

(i) Adding N in the fuel means substantially increasing
the electron density, n,, which consequently increases the
radiative loss rate through bremsstrahlung emission; this can
be naively expected to cool and “dud” the implosion.

(iii) Since the total mass of the N,D, fuel is higher and
hence its shock strength weaker [22] (HYADES simulations
give a shock Mach number of 3.8 for the N,D, and 4.9 for
the D, implosions), the shock is expected to heat the D less
in the N, D, implosions than in the D,-only implosions (same
individual ion mass, different shock velocity).

(iv) Tion as inferred from the DD-n neutron spectrum will
be impacted by any plasma flows at burn. However, such
effects cannot explain the observed T;,, difference between
the N,D, and D,-only fill, as discussed in detail in Sec. VI.

(v) In principle, since yield depends on ion density and
temperature, the higher average Tj,, inferred from the N,D,
than from the D, implosions could also result if the radial
ion temperature profiles were the same in the two cases,
but the neutron emission was more heavily weighted to the
high-temperature regions in the N,D, implosions due to
more centrally peaked radial density profiles. All simulations
brought to bear on these experiments suggest that this is not
the case (see Figs. 3 and 4 and surrounding discussion).

With this context, it is concluded that the D in the N,D,
implosions must get its additional heat compared to the
D;-only case from N through N-D ion-ion equilibration (zxp).
In addition, the Tj,, data suggest that the impact of the radia-
tive loss on the timescale of burn in the N,D, implosions is
limited. Given that the bremsstrahlung must be higher in the
N;,D, than in the D,-only case, the most likely explanation
for this is that the electron-ion equilibration time (z.;) is slow
enough that the electron heat loss does not propagate to the
ions prior to burn. These conjectures are examined further in
the next section.

Yield is found to be 7.2 & 0.5 times higher for the D,-only
gas-filled than for the N,D,-gas-filled implosions. The added
Nj replaces half of the D,, which means the initial D number

TABLE II. Burn-averaged equilibration times for the N,D, im-
plosions. The equilibration-rate calculations require information on
Ton, €lectron temperature 7, and ion and electron number densities
n; and n,. The number densities are estimated by scaling the initial
number density (calculated from the initial fill pressure) based on the
initial and final radii of the implosions as fgpy = Aipi X rﬁm /rﬁna],
with rgy, for these implosions constrained by measurements to
100 £ 40 um (see Appendix A). 7, in these implosions was not
measured, but similar implosions have shown 7, ~ 4.5 keV [53].
This number is consistent with simulated 7, (see Figs. 4 and 13).
The apparent Tj,, inferred from the broadening of measured DD-
neutron spectra is used as baseline, which can be inflated by ~1
keV due to flows as discussed in Sec. VI, prompting a lower limit
of Theas — 1 keV to be used for Tp. For Ty, values ranging from
measured Tj,, to Ty = 2Tp are used in the calculations. This range
was determined based on simulations (see Secs. V and VI).

Assumptions Equilibration times (ps)

Tina (um) Tp (keV) Ty (keV) T, (keV) Top TN T TND  TeN

100 13.5 13.5 4.5
100 12.5 24.9 4.5

444 0.5 390 20 55
399 1.2 390 21 55

density ng in the N;D, implosion is 0.5 times that in the
D;-only implosions. As the DD-n yield scales as nﬁ, a factor
of 4 in yield reduction is expected from the change in fuel
composition, with a factor of 1.8 remaining to be explained by
additional physics. Note in this context that because the N, D,
and D,-only fills are not hydrodynamically equivalent, the im-
plosion dynamics are not expected to be identical. This could
lead to different final density profiles, which would then mean
local variations in the factor-of-4 yield reduction estimate;
however, globally, this is the expected effect of difference in
D content alone. The implications of the yield ratio result are
discussed further with the aid of simulations in Sec. V.

A. Equilibration rates and their implications

The observed enhancement in 7}, inferred from the DD-
neutron spectrum in the N;D, versus D,-only gas-filled
implosions points to the following:

(i) N is heated more than D and transfers some of its
additional heat to D on the timescale of the implosion.

(ii) 7 is too long to allow enhanced radiative loss from
the N,D;, compared to D;-only gas-fill implosions to exces-
sively cool the ions prior to burn. (Radiative loss will only be
observable in the nuclear emission if . is short enough to
allow propagation of the cooling to the ion population on the
timescale of burn.)

These two conjectures are supported by burn-averaged in-
terspecies equilibration rates calculated from observables. The
interspecies equilibration times for the N,D, implosions are
calculated in Table II for the considered implosion conditions.
The first thing to note is that the D-D equilibration time tpp
is long enough that D-D equilibration is virtually negligible
on the timescale of the implosion. This is a manifestation
of the kinetic nature of the D ions in these implosions. The
second thing to note is that 7,p > t,N, and that the impact
of e-D equilibration is virtually negligible. The third thing to
note is that the tny is short enough where the N population
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TABLE III. Knudsen numbers N, calculated for deuterium and
nitrogen. Note that these calculations assume Ti,, = Tp = Iy =
Topn.meas and a length scale R = rgpy = 100 pm.

Shot Fill N, (deuterium) Ny (nitrogen)
92978 N,D, 0.7 0.004
92979 D, 1.6 n/a
92980 N,D, 0.7 0.004

is expected to be immediately internally equilibrated, and
hence to be well captured by a hydrodynamic model. This
leaves tnp and 7N as the primary factors of interest in these
implosions. With a measured burn width of Ty, ~ 130 ps
(corrected for instrumental broadening), these two equilibra-
tion times are not negligible. As shown in Table II, typ < TeN,
suggesting that N transfers heat to D much faster than it loses
heat to the electrons, consistent with the 7;,,-based conjec-
tures. This result also continues to hold over a wide range of
assumptions (for example, although 7. is nearly independent
on Ty because of its weighting with m, while Typ scales
with T,g/ 2, Tx would have to be very high before tnp > 7.n).
(Note that the interspecies equilibration times are calculated
considering equilibration in both directions, i — j and j — i,
and assuming full ionization. While the burn-averaged equili-
bration times are calculated in this section, equilibration times
will vary spatially and temporally throughout the dynamically
evolving implosions. See Appendix B.)

B. Quantifying the kinetic nature of the implosions

The equilibration-rate calculations above suggest that the
N population should be well described by a hydrodynamic
treatment, while the deuterium population is more susceptible
to long mean-free-path effects such as diffusion. The Knudsen
number N, defined as Ny = A;i/R, where Xj; is the ion-ion
mean free path and R a characteristic length scale for the
implosion, has been proposed as a metric for quantifying the
importance of such kinetic effects [54,55]. Ny < 1 means
mean free paths are short relative to system scale size with
a hydrodynamic description expected to hold, while a kinetic
treatment is required to accurately model implosion dynam-
ics otherwise. The observables used in the equilibration-rate
calculations above are also used to calculate N,, with the
results summarized in Table III. Here, rqp, is used as the
characteristic length scale R. Given that the mean free path
Aii = vl X 7}(1{/12/7};13/2 = T2, and that A;; o n; ! or (since
n; o« 1 / volume) Ay o rgnal’ leading to N, r%nal, N will
increase rapidly with increasing Ti,, and rgy. . Ny is calculated
separately for D and N; due to the higher Z of N relative to
D, N; for N is virtually negligible, while Ny for D (calculated
considering N-D and D-D collisions) is significant for both
implosion types. Since our observables come from reactions
between D ions, Ny as calculated for D is the relevant param-
eter to consider. The high values of Ny p as shown in Table III
suggest that a kinetic treatment is required to accurately model
these implosions; the iFP code was brought to bear to address
this as discussed in Sec. IV. (N, will also vary spatially and

temporally throughout the dynamically evolving implosions.
See Appendix B.)

IV. SIMULATIONS

While the observables alone constrain an overall picture
of the dynamics of these implosions as described above,
contrasting them to simulation provides a test of both the
observation-based conjecture as well as the capabilities of the
simulations to capture the physics at play in these unique
implosions with majority mid-Z fill. Simulations are also
invoked to understand the yield difference observed between
the D, and N,;D, implosions. As stated in the Introduction,
no single simulation tool is anticipated to capture all the
physics expected to impact the implosion dynamics, which
include multi-ion effects such as differential shock heating,
interspecies equilibration and diffusion, kinetic effects due to
long ion-ion mean free paths, electron viscosity, radiative loss,
and three-dimensional effects due to the laser drive asym-
metry and capsule stalk mount. Three different simulation
tools were brought to bear to elucidate different aspects of the
physics. The state-of-the-art radiation hydrodynamics code
XRAGE [10-12] is used to address impact of asymmetries,
directional flow, and electron viscosity, and also provides
hydrodynamic yield and 7j,, predictions for comparison to ob-
servables. The 1D average-ion radiation hydrodynamics code
HYADES [19] was used for preshot design simulations, and is
included for completeness as well as to provide the initial
conditions for kinetic VFP simulations using the code iFP
[13-18]. iFP uniquely provides a test of the impact of kinetic
effects and also treats N and D as separate species, allowing a
window into differential shock heating, interspecies diffusion,
and ion-ion equilibration effects. Each of the three codes is
briefly described in this section; results from the codes are
then used below to address the meaning of the difference in
DD-n yield observed between D,-only and N,D, implosions
(Sec. V), and the impact of shell diffusion, electron viscos-
ity, and flow and non-Maxwellian effects on T;,, (Sec. VI).
Calculated Ti,, and yield from each of the simulations are
summarized and compared to measurements in Table IV and
Fig. 2.

The Eulerian XRAGE radiation hydrodynamic simulation
code [10-12], developed by Los Alamos National Laboratory,
was run in 1D and 2D mode to explicitly assess the asymmetry
effect on yield and T,,,, and found a fourfold reduction in
yield and 30% reduction in Tj,, for both implosion types
(N;D, and D, gas fill) with the 2D asymmetry considered
(Table V). Implosion performance is reduced in two versus
one dimension because of temporal smearing (differences in
timing of shock traverse across 6/¢) of the converging shocks,
leading to weaker shocks and less heating. The 2D simulations
explicitly model the laser drive weak spot as well as the
capsule stalk mount, albeit in directly opposing geometry due
to the 2D limitation (in the experiment, the weak spot and
stalk mount are separated by 137 °; see Fig. 1). They also
include nominal surface roughness for OMEGA implosions
(but show that the CH remains out of the burn region since
most of the yield occurs at the shock flash; there is no mixing
due to hydrodynamic instability). For the remainder of this
discussion, only 2D XRAGE results are considered. XRAGE has
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TABLE IV. Simulated 7;,, (obtained from the width of synthetic neutron spectra to allow direct comparison to measurements) and yield for
the D,-only and N,D, implosions. Measured values (with the average quoted for the repeat N,D, implosions) are also given for comparison.

2D xRAGE iFP with C+H HYADES Measured
Gas fill Tion (keV) DD-n yield Tion (keV) DD-n yield Tion (keV) DD-n yield Tion (keV) DD-n yield
D, only 10.71 1.8 x 10" 12.59 5.8 x 10'° 20.4 5.9 x 10" 10.1 £0.3 (2.1+0.1) x 10
N,D, 20.44 2.9 x 10 15.71 9.8 x 10° 33.6 6.2 x 100 13.5+04 (2.9+0.2) x 10°

some reduced models for kinetic physics, including plasma
transport driven by species concentration, electron and ion
pressure, and electron and ion temperature gradients as well as
plasma viscosity [56]. These models use a diffusion approxi-
mation that considers shell diffusion and is valid for small Ny,
and were employed for the simulations presented in this paper.
XRAGE is also capable of considering two separate ion species,
albeit at the same temperature; however, this feature was not
used in the simulations of the present implosions. XRAGE
features adaptive mesh refinement, SESAME tabular equations
of state, laser ray tracing using the Laboratory for Laser Ener-
getics Mazinisin package [57], multigroup radiation diffusion
with OPLIB opacities, and flux-limited electronic and ionic
thermal heat conduction. The 2D XRAGE simulated T;,, and
yield ratios are contrasted to data in Fig. 2, with absolute
numbers found in Tables I and IV. The XRAGE-simulated Ty,
for the D;-only implosion very closely matches measured
values, while Ti,, for the N,D, implosion overpredicts the
measurement by ~7 keV. The yield ratio between the N,D,
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and D,-only implosions is relatively well captured, while the
absolute yields are about an order of magnitude high; part
of this difference is likely due to the three-dimensional (3D)
nature of the imposed asymmetry.

Simulations using the relatively simple 1D, Lagrangian,
radiation hydrodynamics code HYADES [19] were run pri-
marily to provide initial conditions for the iFP simulations.
The HYADES simulations used multigroup radiative energy
transport, SESAME tabular equations of state, an average local
thermodynamic equilibrium (LTE) ionization model, and an
electron flux limiter of 0.065, resulting in yields and 7, that
are substantially higher than measured (compare Table I and
Table IV). (While the measured bang time does not strongly
constrain the simulation energetics due to its large uncer-
tainty, varying the HYADES flux limiter to give results within
the bang-time uncertainty bounds shows that the HYADES-
simulated yield and T;,, are insensitive to these variations to
within 13%.) Part of the reason for this is the 1D nature of
HYADES, which cannot be expected to capture the asymmetries

Simulation

ratio

ion

T

D2
5
i
L

(]
o
|
T

»
o
|
1

DD-n yield ratio
D,-only /N,D,

N
o
|

L e

°
=}

FIG. 2. Measured and HYADES, iFP, and XRAGE-simulated (a) absolute T,, and (b) absolute DD-neutron yield for N,D, (green solid) and

D,-only (red open) gas-filled implosions. [(c), (d)] The same data in ratio form, with (c) the Tj,, ratio from the N,D, and D,-only implosions,
and (d) the DD-n yield ratio from the D,-only and N, D, implosions, with measurements (blue circles) contrasted to HYADES (yellow diamonds),
iFP with C+H (open squares), and XRAGE (solid squares) simulated ratios. The gray horizontal lines represent (c) equal 7j,, between the two
implosion types and (d) the yield ratio expected due to the lower D content in the N, D, fill. Measured and simulated 7, are inferred from the
widths of measured and synthetic DD-neutron spectra. Note that error bars are shown on the experimental data points; they are near the size
of the markers.
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TABLE V. 1D and 2D xRAGE-simulated yields and 7., for an N,D, implosion (92978) and a D,-only implosion (92979), respectively.

1D xRAGE yield Standard 2D xRAGE yield 2D/1D ratio
Shot Yield Tion (keV) Yield Tion (keV) Yield Tion
92978 1.20el11 30.0 2.91el0 20.4 24% 68%
92979 7.03ell 14.9 1.83ell 10.7 26% 72%

seeded by the 51-beam drive and the capsule stalk mount
[Fig. 1(c)].

In the HYADES and XRAGE simulations, the N,D, fill was
treated as a single average ion species with A = 8, Z = 4.
As discussed above, the interplay between the separate N and
D species is expected to be important for these implosions,
with predicted differential heating of N and D and subse-
quent heat transfer from N to D. Ion-ion mean free paths
for these experiments are also inferred to be long relative to
system scale size (Table III), suggesting limited validity of the
hydrodynamic approximation. The versatile 1D kinetic VFP
code iFP [13—18], which treats N and D separately, models
interspecies diffusion, and is expected to apply when the
hydrodynamic approximation breaks down, was brought to
bear on the experiments to shed light on these effects. The
iFP model used for these simulations includes multiple, fully
kinetic ion species, but treats the electrons as a fluid. iFP
has a bremsstrahlung loss term which can be turned on for
the fluid electrons, but these simulations did not include this
effect. The electron energy equation also does not consider
viscosity. iFP does not have a laser-drive package and was
initiated using output from HYADES. Initiating a kinetic sim-
ulation with output from a hydrodynamic simulation brings
the questions of when in the simulation to do the handover and
how sensitive the final result is to the initial conditions. To test
the sensitivity to the boundary conditions, two different types
of iFP simulations were performed: (i) fuel-only iFP, with the
simulation initiated using the HYADES solution at the time of
nearly full ionization of the fuel ions, and (ii) including some
of the CH shell (irp with (CH), iFP with C + H), with the
simulation initiated from HYADES when the ionization is close
to its final value, but before the shock has traveled very far into
the gas. Two different versions of the simulations including
the CH shell were also run: using an averaged (CH) species,
and using separate C and H species (C 4+ H). The iFp with C +
H simulations, which consider interspecies diffusion between
separate N, D, C, and H species, provide the overwhelmingly
best match with experimental data, and are shown contrasted
to measurement in Fig. 2. Note that measured yields and Ty,
are overestimated; this is expected because of the implosion
asymmetry. Interspecies diffusion conclusions from these dif-
ferent ways of running iFP are discussed in detail in Sec. VI A.
iFP is also used to address the dynamics of shock heating as
discussed in Appendix C.

All simulations capture bang time within or nearly within
error bar, demonstrating solid understanding of the overall
time evolution of the implosions and the implosion velocity.
Given the marginal quality of the burn history data from
experiments (see Sec. II), burn width numbers are harder

to quantitatively compare. However, it should be noted that
simulated numbers (Table VI) are all lower than the 130-ps
number (corrected for instrumental broadening) inferred for
D;-only shot 92979 (Table I).

V. UNDERSTANDING THE OBSERVED YIELD RATIO

As a reminder, the DD-n yield ratio between the pure
D, and N,;D;-fill implosions is measured to be 7.2 £0.5,
which is higher than the fourfold difference expected from
the difference in D content in the two implosion types alone
[Fig. 2(d)]. In addition to the D content, yield also scales
with the reactivity, (ov), which is a strong function of Tiyy.
The (ocv)pp_, at the measured T;,, for the N,D, implosion
of 13.5 keV is 1.9 times higher than (ov)pp_, at the Ty,
for the pure D, implosion of 10.1 keV [58], leaving about a
factor-of-4 yield difference on top of the expected due to the
difference in D content remaining to be understood. In this
context, note that all simulation tools brought to bear on these
experiments also predict a larger difference in yield between
the two fill types than the fourfold expected from D content
alone, with iFP with C 4+ H, HYADES and XRAGE simulations all
capturing the measured ratio relatively closely [see Fig. 2(d)].
This motivates examining the simulations to identify the cause
of the yield difference between the two implosion types.

A detailed study of the simulation output suggests that
the reason for the lower yield in the N,D, case, in spite
of the higher Ty, is that a lower fraction of the D in the
fill is hot enough to burn in the N;D, than in the D,-only
implosions. This effect is large enough to dominate over the
expected 1.9-fold yield enhancement due to higher Tio,. As
will be shown below, all simulations lead to this conclusion,
but for different reasons: in the kinetic simulations, the lighter
D ions stream ahead of the heavier N ions with a significant
fraction of the D ions predicted to have left the implosion core
by the time of burn (species separation), while in the pure
hydrodynamic simulations, the outer fuel layers are dudded
due to bremsstrahlung losses.

TABLE VI. Simulated burn widths for the N,D, and D,-only
implosions.

Simulated burn width (ps)

Fill type 2D xRAGE iFP with C+H HYADES
N,D, 60 83 84
D, only 60 76 76
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FIG. 3. irp with C 4+ H-simulated radial 7;,, (top row) and ion number density (bottom row) profiles at peak burn, shown with volume-
weighted, time-integrated radial burn profiles (solid green curves, left axis). [(a), (c)] Results for the D,-only implosions, and [(b), (d)] results
for the N, D, implosions. In each case, H is shown as a doubly broken purple curve; C, broken gray; D, dotted red; and N, dashed blue.

The iFp with C + H simulations consider all separate ion
species and their interactions: N, D, C, and H. Bremsstrahlung
is, however, not considered. iFP with C + H-simulated T,
and ion number density profiles at burn for the pure D, and
combined N,D, fill implosions are shown together with the
burn-averaged, volume-weighted DD-n emission in Fig. 3. As
can be seen, while there is only a small difference in the D T,
between the pure D, and combined N;,D; fill cases, with the
latter showing higher 7j,, consistent with measurements, there
is a substantial difference in D number density, with iFP pre-
dicting that D will be largely pushed out of the hot core by the
time of burn in the combined N, D, fill experiment [Fig. 3(d)].
This effect, commonly referred to as species separation, is also
reflected in the simulated burn profiles, with the pure D,-fill
implosion expected to burn at a much smaller average radius
than the combined N, D,-fill implosion. Clearly, the reason for
the lower predicted yield for the N,D, mix case from iFP is
removal of D from the core by burn, resulting in a lower frac-
tion of the D burning in the combined fill compared to the pure
D,-fill implosion. Note that the full iFP with C 4+ H simulation
is required to obtain a good match to measurements; when run
in fuel-only mode, iFP appears to overestimate the mobility of
the D ions; this is discussed further in Sec. VI below.

The hydrodynamic simulations also match the observed
yield ratio relatively closely. This is true for both XRAGE
and HYADES (see Fig. 2). HYADES, in particular, does not
consider interspecies diffusion even in an approximate way.

As illustrated in Fig. 4, the HYADES simulations predict that
the N,;D;-gas-filled implosion will converge less than the
D,-gas-filled implosion. The lower convergence is expected
due to the higher mass of the N;D, versus D,-only fill. Still,
when comparing simulated burn profiles for the two cases, the
two implosion types are predicted to burn at nearly identi-
cal average radii. This can be understood by comparing the
simulated T;,, profiles for the two cases. While the D,-only
implosion stays hot all the way out to the fuel-shell interface,
the combined N, D,-fill implosion has a cold layer at the edge,
indicating that bremsstrahlung coupled with radiative cooling
is playing a role in this region. Radiative loss is mediated by
electrons. Since 7.; scales as 7%/?n~!, ion cooling, mediated
through radiative loss in the electron population, is expected
to be stronger in this colder, denser region of the implosion,
and this is indeed seen when comparing the simulated electron
temperature (7;) and Tj,, profiles shown in Fig. 4: for the D,-
only fill, they remain substantially different all the way out to
the fuel-shell interface, while in the N, D, case they converge
over the last ~10 um. The end result of this is that the HYADES
simulations predict that a smaller fraction of the ions will be
hot enough to burn in the N,D, compared to the pure D,-fill
implosion, explaining the predicted yield difference. While
radiative losses are not considered in iFP and interspecies
diffusion is not considered in HYADES, XRAGE does include
models for both effects (but treats D and N together as an av-
erage fuel species, meaning only shell diffusion is considered
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FIG. 4. 1D HYADES-simulated radial electron (dashed lines) and ion (solid lines) [(a), (b)] temperature and [(c), (d)] density profiles at peak
burn (right-hand y-axis scale). Panels (a) and (c) illustrate the pure D,-fill and panels (b) and (d) the N,D, mix-fill implosions. Also shown is
the fuel-shell interface: vertical solid gray line for the D,-only and vertical broken black line for the N,D, mix implosions. Each panel also
shows the HYADES-simulated volume-weighted, time-integrated radial burn profile (green curve, left-hand y-axis), with the burn profile for the
pure D, fill shown in panels (a) and (c) and N, D, mix fill in panels (b) and (d).

with the D-N inter-ion dynamics neglected). Inspection of the
XRAGE simulations suggests that both radiative losses and dif-
fusion affect the implosions, with radiative losses penetrating
deeper into the implosions when shell diffusion is considered.

Note that all simulations (VFP and hydrodynamic, Figs. 3
and 4) show substantially higher core T;,, for the N,D, than
the D,-only implosions and less centrally peaked deuterium
densities, suggesting similar Ty, for the two cases and more
peaked density profiles for N,D, cannot explain the Tj,, ob-
servations (compare Sec. III).

To summarize, the data from these implosions show a
bigger yield difference between the pure D, and combined
N,D,-fill implosions than expected based on the difference
in D content alone, in spite of the higher T;,, for the N,D;
than for the D, implosions, which would suggest the opposite
would be expected. Such a larger yield difference effect is
also predicted by all simulation tools brought to bear in this
work. Kinetic iFP and hydrodynamic HYADES simulations both
suggest that the difference arises due to a smaller fraction of
D being hot enough to burn in the combined N, D,-fill implo-
sion, although the mechanism for this happening is different in
the two cases, with the kinetic simulation showing D diffusing
out of the core prior to burn, and the hydrodynamic simulation

showing the edges of the implosion dudded prior to burn due
to radiative cooling. XRAGE simulations suggest both effects
have a non-negligible impact.

VI. DISCUSSION

In addition to suggesting explanations for the observed
yield ratio, the simulations also allow a deeper look into
impact of (i) interspecies diffusion and (ii) electron viscosity
in these implosions, as well as (iii) flow enhancement and
(iv) nonthermal distribution impact on measured 7jo,. These
four effects are discussed in this section. Comparison of the
three different iFP simulations run provides a window into
the impact of interspecies diffusion, highlighting the impor-
tance of separately considering all involved ion species in
the interpretation. A proposed explanation for the overesti-
mated Tjo, from the hydrodynamic simulations of the N,D,
implosions is that electron viscosity is typically neglected in
these simulations, which may lead to an overestimate of ion
shock heating; it is shown that this is not a significant effect
for these implosions due to the large difference between T,
and T,,,. The discussion above claims that the observed Ty,
difference between the N,D; and D;-only implosions cannot
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TABLE VII. iFp-simulated T;,, and yield for the D,-only and N,D, implosions.

iFP fuel only iFP with (CH) iFP with C+H

Gas fill Tion (keV) DD-n yield Tion (keV)? DD-n yield Tion (keV) DD-n yield
D, only 14.8 5.4 x 101 7.0 1.5 x 1010 12.6 5.8 x 10'°
N,D, 16.1 1.2 x 10'° 21.8 1.0 x 10° 15.7 9.8 x 10°

#Reactivity-averaged T;,, (not inferred from synthetic neutron spectra as for all other reported cases).

be explained by differences in flow effect on Tj,, in the two
cases; this claim is supported by simulations compared to
measurements. Additionally, the iFP simulations also allow
consideration of impact of non-Maxwellian ion velocity dis-
tributions on inferred T;,,.

A. Impact of interspecies diffusion

There is a large and growing body of evidence suggesting
that material originally in the shell diffuses into the core
of an implosion on the timescale of burn [11,59-61]. Shell
material diffusing into the implosion core leads to enhanced
x-ray emission [61]. There are about 25 times more C atoms
(in the shell) than N atoms (in the fill) in the N,D, targets,
suggesting that diffusion of C into the implosions and sub-
sequent radiative loss may dominate any additional radiative
loss from the added N. In this context, note that there is a
significant difference in measured intensity of the softer x rays
dominating time-integrated x-ray imaging between the two
implosion types studied here (Appendix A), with images from
the N,D, implosions appearing about 75% brighter (peak
emission) than the images from the D,-only implosions; this
may suggest that shell diffusion is limited to order 1/25 of
the shell in this experiment.! (Postprocessing of the iFP sim-
ulations gives results that also roughly agree with this simple
estimate.) In addition to fuel-shell diffusion effects, separation
between different ion species originally in the fuel has also
been previously observed [31-33,62] and is expected to play
arole in the N, D,-gas-filled implosions.

The iFP code directly considers the interspecies dynam-
ics. Studying the output from the iFP simulations in detail,
the relative ion dynamics are seen to be dominated by free
streaming of the fastest ions in each individual ion population.
As mentioned in Sec. IV, iFP was run in three different ways
as part of this work: fuel only (not considering the CH shell),
approximating the CH shell as an average ion with Z= 3.5 and
A = 6.5 (iFP with (CH)), and considering the shell as sep-
arate C and H ion species (iFP with C + H). Tj,, and yield
results from all three runs are contrasted in Table VII. The
iFP with C 4+ H simulations provide a reasonably good match

'This number is obtained by assuming the x-ray emission scales
with the total number (N) of electrons in the core: N, nop2/Nep2 =
1.75 = (Np nop2 + TNN,N2p2 + ONe Nop2 )/ (N p2 + 6Ne p2).  Using
the fact that ND,NQDZ = NN.N2D2 = O.SND_DZ and assuming NC,NZDZ =
NC,DZ = const X ND.DZ’ it is concluded that NC.NZDZ ~ NN,NZDZa i.e.,
~1/25 of the C known to be in the shell.

to measured absolute Ty, as well as yield and Ti,, ratios
(compare Fig. 2). In contrast, both the fuel-only and iFP with
(CH) simulations overestimate the yield ratio at 45 times and
15 times, respectively. As discussed in Sec. V, the measured
yield ratio is well explained by a lower fraction of the D being
hot enough to burn in the N,D, versus D,-only implosions.
Figure 5 contrasts the T;,, and number density profiles at
bang time for the three different iFP simulation configurations.
Comparing the iFP with C 4+ H number density profiles with
those from the fuel-only and with (CH) iFP simulations, it
is clear that the difference in D density in the core for the
D;-only versus the N;D, case is highest for the fuel-only
simulations, reduced for iFP with (CH), and lowest for iFP
with C + H. These relative density differences explain the
yield ratio differences observed among the three simulations
and are a result of the interspecies dynamics. The lighter the
ion species, the higher its relative mobility. For the fuel-only
simulation [Figs. 5(a) and 5(e)], the D species is much more
mobile than N, with N pushing D out of the core by the time
of burn (i.e., the lighter D essentially free-streaming through
the heavier N species). For the (CH) simulation [Figs. 5(b)
and 5(f)], the average CH species contributes to pushing D
out of the core for both the D,-only and N,D, cases. The end
result is a smaller difference in D density at burn between the
two implosion types, and a closer match with measurement.
When C and H are considered as separate species, C and N
have comparable mass and mobility, while H is lighter than D
and contributes to holding D back, relatively speaking. This
consequently leads to higher D number densities at burn than
for the (CH) case, and to a smaller difference in ion number
density between the two implosion types. Given the much
better match with the measured yield ratio for the iFP with
C + H than for the other two simulations, it appears that
the fuel-only and (CH) simulations overestimate D mobility,
whereas separately considering all ion species more closely
captures the experimental observables. It should be noted that
the iFP with C 4 H simulations suggest that shell (specifically
C ion) mix penetrates deeper into the implosion for the D,-
only than for the N,D, case by the time of burn. This could
be consistent with the experimentally observed difference in
x-ray brightness assuming the N dominates radiation in the
N,D; case, but this topic will be the subject of more de-
tailed study with differentially filtered x-ray imaging in future
experiments.

The heavier ion species reach higher Tj,, in iFP as expected;
this is seen in the Ti,, profiles in Fig. 5. As a reflection of
interspecies equilibration effects, these differences reduce and
eventually disappear at later times in the implosion. The time
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FIG. 5. iFp-simulated T;,, and number density profiles [(a), (d)] without the CH shell, [(b), (e)] with the CH shell considered as an average
(CH) ion (iFp with (CH)), and [(c), (f)] with the CH shell considered as separate C 4+ H ion species (iFP with C + H). [(a)—(d)] The D,-only

case, [(e)—(h)] the N,D, case.

evolution of temperature for the different particle species is
discussed further in Appendix C.

An area of uncertainty in the iFP simulations concerns the
point at which the simulation is initiated from HYADES. The
initial conditions for the fuel are very far from equilibrium
at the beginning of all iFP simulations, with extremely large
Ny near the shock front at >~ 10. It is clear from Fig. 5 and
Table VII that the treatment of the shell can have a significant
impact on the end result. Ideally, a kinetic code should han-
dle this self-consistently by including the laser drive, which
would eliminate this problem.

B. Impact of electron viscosity

As seen in Sec. IV, the hydrodynamic simulations substan-
tially overestimate T;,, for the N,D, implosions. It has been
suggested that this could be because these simulations neglect
electron viscosity. Velikovich er al. [63] suggested that ne-
glecting electron viscosity could lead to overestimated shock
heating, in particular with higher-Z ions involved; such an
effect was also suggested as an explanation for overpredicted
shock burn in XRAGE simulations of recent OMEGA data [64].
This effect has been recently implemented in the XRAGE code.
Table VIII compares results from running XRAGE in three
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TABLE VIII. Results from running XRAGE in three different ways: standard without viscosity, with plasma viscosity, and with plasma

viscosity considering shock splitting between electrons and ions.

Yield ratio N,D, T, (keV) D, T, (keV) N,D, burn width (ps) D, burn width (ps)

Standard xXRAGE (no viscosity) 6.28
xRAGE with plasma viscosity 5.49
xRAGE with plasma viscosity and shock splitting 5.76

20.44
21.24
21.19

10.71 60 60
10.72 70 80
10.73 70 70

different configurations: (i) without considering viscosity, (ii)
with plasma viscosity, and (iii) with plasma viscosity and
considering Velikovich shock splitting, i.e., allowing energy
from the shocks to split between ions and electrons due to
finite electron viscosity. As can be seen in Table VIII, while
considering real plasma viscosity has some minor impact
on the simulation results, also considering electron viscosity
has negligible additional impact. Studying the simulations in
detail, it is concluded that this result makes sense; electron
viscosity is indeed negligible for these implosions. Shock
splitting will only matter if the electron viscosity is compa-
rable to ion viscosity. With the electron-to-ion viscosity ratio
scaling as (m,/m;)"*Z3(T,/T;on)*/?, the high Z in the N,D,
case leads to the prediction of a significant effect; the reason
it is not seen is because T, > T, for these implosions.

C. Impact of flow on T,y

As briefly mentioned in Sec. III, T;,, as inferred from
neutron spectra will include a contribution from any plasma
flows during burn [43-48], including isotropic radial flow and
anisotropic directional flow. In this section, the expected im-
pact of flows on Tj,, inferred from the present experiments is
addressed with the aid of the simulations described in Sec. IV.
While these effects will impact apparent Ti,,, they cannot
explain the observed T, difference between the N,D, and
D;-only fill, and hence do not invalidate the conclusion of
stronger heating with N in the fuel.

1. Radial flow

Isotropic radial motion of the fuel at burn leads to a
broadening of the neutron spectrum inseparable from thermal
broadening in the measurement [46]. However, substantial
radial motion (on the order of hundreds of km/s) is required to
significantly increase inferred Tj,,. Figure 6 shows iFP with
C + H-simulated radial D velocity profiles at bang time
and burn-weighted D velocities as a function of time for
the D,-only and N, D, implosions. Burn-averaged radial flow
velocities of 265 km/s for D,-only and 135 km/s for the N, D,
implosions are inferred. This suggests the D,-only-measured
Ton is more inflated by flow than the N,D,-inferred Tiyy;
the numbers suggest about ~0.55 keV expected difference in
inferred Tj,, between the two implosion types due to flows,
which, assuming iFP is accurately describing the experiments,
would increase the Ty, difference from 34% to 45%. (While
radial flows thus do not account for the observed T, differ-
ence, this is not an insignificant effect and clearly should be
considered in the interpretation of results.) Postprocessing of

HYADES output also leads to the conclusion that radial flows
cannot explain the observed T;,, difference (see Appendix D).

2. Directional flow

Radial flow can thus be ruled out as a substantial factor
influencing relative T,, in these implosions. However, given
the substantial asymmetry seeded by the asymmetric drive as
illustrated in Fig. 1, directional flows must also be considered.
Such directional flows manifest as variations in 7., inferred
along different lines of sight (LOS) around an implosion (see,
e.g., Refs. [46-48,65]). The first thing to note here is that
the asymmetry direction in these experiments is consistent
between the implosion types (see Fig. 10 in Appendix A).
This means that if there was a LOS enhancement in 7;,, due
to directional flow, it would be expected to arise in a system-
atic fashion for the different implosions. The nTOF in the
0, ¢ =116.57°, 162° LOS used to measure Tj,, from these
experiments also has the capability of inferring directional
flow through measurement of the shift in mean peak energy
of the DD neutrons [66,67]. The measured directional-flow
results are illustrated in Fig. 7. The 6, ¢ = 116.57°, 162°
LOS is about 100 ° removed from the direction of the weak
spot in the laser drive. Assuming the maximum flow is in
the direction of the weak spot, a —50 km/s measured flow
along 0, ¢ = 116.57°, 162 ° would suggest a maximum flow
of 50/cos100 ° = 288 km/s. As can be seen, similar flows are
inferred for all three implosions.

To understand the possible impact of such directional flows
on inferred Tiyy, it is illustrative to study the 2D XRAGE sim-
ulations, which, as a reminder, do consider the imposed drive
asymmetry, but in a simplified geometry with the stalk and
drive weak spot directly opposing each other. (Comparison
of measured and synthetic XRAGE-generated time-resolved
x-ray images suggest that XRAGE does indeed overestimate
the asymmetry, while capturing its general features well. See
Appendix A.) The XxRAGE-calculated directional flows parallel
and perpendicular to the imposed asymmetry are summarized
in Table IX along with T;,, inferred from synthetic neutron
spectra in the two directions. The maximum flows (inferred
along the asymmetry direction) are higher than estimated from
the data in Fig. 7; this is to be expected given the simplified
2D geometry in the simulation. However, even with these
overestimated flows, Tj,, is not substantially impacted, with
expected LOS differences <0.61 keV, allowing us to rule out
directional flows as the source for the T;,, anomaly.
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D. Impact of non-Maxwellian ion-velocity distributions

The standard experimental T, analysis assumes
Maxwellian velocity distributions of the reacting ions
[42]; if the ion-velocity distributions are non-Maxwellian,
the relationship between Tj,, and the neutron spectrum
broadening is different compared to the Maxwellian case
[68]. A method for directly calculating synthetic neutron
spectra from iFP-simulated ion distributions, which are
self-consistently evolved without any imposed constraints,
has been recently developed [69], which allows the effect of
non-Maxwellian ion-velocity distributions on neutron spectra
to be studied. The T, values of 12.59 keV (15.71 keV) for
the D, and N,D, iFp with C + H simulations (shown in
Table VII) are inferred from the width of the simulated DD-n
spectra using this method. If instead the spectra are calculated
assuming a local Maxwellian with temperature equivalent
to the mean energy of the iFP-simulated ion-velocity
distributions, then values of 13.4 keV (15.65 keV) are
obtained. The iFP simulations suggest that the underlying
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FIG. 7. Directional flow as measured along the 6 = 116.57°,
¢ = 162° direction, 100° from the known weak spot in the laser
drive. The flows are inferred from the downshift in mean energy of
measured DD-neutron spectra. On average, these measured flows are
consistent with a velocity of ~300 km/s in the direction of the laser
drive weak spot. See text for further details.

ion-velocity distributions for the present experiments deviate
from Maxwellian, in particular for the D;-only case. The
comparison between the two calculations indicates that
the non-Maxwellian effects generated by the shock can have
an impact on experimental observables. Note, however, that
apparent Ty, is inferred in exactly the same way from the
measurements and from the iFP simulations; while further
work is required to understand the relationship between
reactivity and apparent T;,, when such effects are present, the
comparisons made in this paper remain valid.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

Thin plastic shell implosions with 100% D, gas fill com-
pared to 50:50 N, D, gas fill at the same total number density,
executed at the OMEGA laser facility, demonstrate 34% =+
6% higher deuterium T, for the N,D, gas-fill implosions,
and 7.2 0.5 times higher DD-neutron yield for the pure
D;,-fill implosion. The Ti,, enhancement for the N,D, case is
observed in spite of higher Z in these implosions, which might
suggest enhanced radiative cooling, and in spite of weaker
shocks relative to the D;-only case. At the same time, the
yield for the D,-only implosions is higher than the yield from
the N,D, implosions by more than the factor of 4 expected
from the difference in D content alone. These results are
understood in terms of enhanced shock heating of N com-
pared to D, heat transfer from N to D on the timescale of
the implosion (for the added heating to be observed in the
deuterium T, ), and limited additional radiative loss due to the
N in the fuel prior to burn. Equilibration times calculated from

TABLE IX. 2D xRAGE-simulated directional flows, and their im-
pact on inferred Tj,,. (Note that dir 0 O 1 is upward in the view in
Fig. 10 in Appendix A, while dir 1 0 0 is to the right.)

92978 (N,Dy) 92979 (D, only)

Flow in 0 0 1 dir (km/s) —450.76 —601.52
Flow along 1 0 0 dir (km/s) —36.36 —23.73
Apparent T,,, along 0 0 1 (keV) 21.19 11.34
Apparent Tj,, along 1 0 0 (keV) 20.92 10.73
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observables support this picture; the N-D equilibration time
(Tnp) is indeed short enough to allow heat transfer and the N-e
equilibration time (7y.) long enough where the electron pop-
ulation bremsstrahlung heat loss cannot be expected to fully
propagate to the ions prior to burn. In addition, Tnp 3> Tne,
suggesting N will transfer heat to D faster than losing it to the
electrons.

Kinetic and hydrodynamic simulations both predict a yield
loss for N,D, versus D;-only implosions by more than the
factor of 4 expected from the difference in D content alone,
consistent with the experimental observation. In both types of
simulations, the enhanced yield loss is due to a lower fraction
of the D fuel being hot enough to burn in the N, D,-gas-filled
implosions compared to the D;-only case, but the underlying
physics are different between the hydrodynamic and kinetic
pictures. In the kinetic simulations, the reduced yield is due to
deuterium streaming out of the imploding core prior to burn,
with the heavier ion species (N and/or C) instead concentrat-
ing in the core. Comparison of iFP simulations considering
(1) the fuel only, (ii) the shell as an average (CH) species,
and (iii) the shell as separate C 4+ H species show that the
former two approximations overestimate D diffusion out of
the core and hence the measured yield ratio of D, only to
N;,D,. Considering C and H as separate species allows the
lighter H species to contribute to holding D back, relatively
speaking, and provides a much closer match with experimen-
tal observables.

In the hydrodynamic HYADES simulations, the additional
yield loss arises because of enhanced radiative loss due to
bremsstrahlung coupled with ion-electron equilibration at the
cooler, denser, outer edges of the implosion. Experimen-
tally, and as suggested by XRAGE simulations, which include
both radiative losses and an approximate model for diffusion
(considering shell diffusion but not N/D inter-ion dynamics),
the most likely scenario is that both effects contribute. The
HYADES simulations predict similar burn radii for the two
implosion types, while the kinetic simulations predict that the
N,D, implosions will burn at a larger average radius; future
experiments where the nuclear burn radius is measured could
help shed light on the relative importance of the two effects.

All simulations overestimate measured absolute yield and
Tion- A comparison between 1D and 2D XRAGE-simulated
yields and Tj,, shows a factor-of-4 impact on yield and 30%
impact on T;,, of considering the higher dimensionality in
the simulations; this suggests that multidimensional effects
strongly contribute to the performance overprediction.

The hydrodynamic simulations overestimate 7Tj,, for the
N, D, implosions. This work considered, and ruled out, shock
splitting between ions and electrons with non-negligible elec-
tron heating as an explanation for this. Small differences
between XRAGE simulations considering versus not consider-
ing electron viscosity suggest minimal impact of this effect
on these implosions; electron viscosity will only matter if it is
comparable to ion viscosity, and it is not for these implosions
because Ti,, > T, (however, this is an interesting avenue for
future investigation, in particular for higher-Z fill implosions
with lower T,,). Instead, the overestimated N,D, T;,, in the
hydrodynamic simulations is concluded to be due to the multi-
ion effects of enhanced shock heating of N and subsequent
equilibration with D not being captured, with the two species

being treated as a single average species with A = 8 and
Z=4.

Comparison of measured and simulated T;,, and flows
shows that flows have a small impact on T;,, inferred from
DD-neutron spectra (<1 keV Tj,, inflation), not sufficiently
different between the D,-only and N,D, cases to affect the
conclusion of stronger heating with N added in the fuel.

Detailed postprocessing of the iFP simulations shows that
assuming Maxwellian ion-velocity distributions does have an
effect on inferred Tj,, compared to considering the full simu-
lated ion-velocity distributions. These iFP results do identify
the effect of non-Maxwellian ion-velocity distributions on
inferred neutron spectra as a crucial area of further research;
since a long-term goal is to use this platform for S-factor
measurements relevant to nuclear astrophysics, it is critical to
understand the relationship between reactivity and apparent
Tion When such effects are present. Such work has already
started, including as discussed in Refs. [70,71].

The purpose of the experiments described herein was to
test feasibility of developing this platform for the study of
low-probability, mid-Z nuclear reactions relevant to nuclear
astrophysics, as an extension of the low-Z ICF platform for
this purpose described in Refs. [1,2]. In particular, the long-
term goal of this work is to facilitate studies of CNO-relevant
reactions in a plasma environment. The 7j,, and yield results
obtained, with higher T;,, observed with the addition of N in
the gas fill with less than two times additional loss in yield
compared to expected based on D content difference alone,
mean that the platform meets the first necessary requirements
suggesting it can be developed for this purpose. However, fur-
ther study of the plasma conditions achieved will be required
before firm conclusions regarding the utility of the platform
for such experiments can be reached.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The authors sincerely thank the OMEGA operations staff
who supported this work. This material is based upon work
supported by the Department of Energy, National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration under Awards No. DE-NA0003868 and
No. DE-NA0003938. This work was supported by the Lab-
oratory Directed Research and Development program of Los
Alamos National Laboratory for W.T.T. Sandia National Lab-
oratories is a multimission laboratory managed and operated
by National Technology & Engineering Solutions of Sandia,
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Honeywell International
Inc., for the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Nuclear
Security Administration under Contract No. DE-NA0003525.

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored
by an agency of the U.S. Government. Neither the U.S. Gov-
ernment nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees,
makes any warranty, express or implied, for the accuracy,
completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus,
product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would
not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any
specific commercial product, process, or service by trade
name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not neces-
sarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation,
or favoring by the U.S. Government or any agency thereof.

065201-14



IMPACT OF MID-Z GAS FILL ON DYNAMICS AND ...

PHYSICAL REVIEW E 109, 065201 (2024)

NzD2 shot 92978, 30% cont.

4000 2500

3000 2000
1500
2000 \

PO = 93 um
PI/PO=-9%_ _
P2/P0 =26 %
P3/PO=-3 %
P4/PO=11%

PO=93/m =
P1/P0 = 18 %
P2/PO=-13% - =
P3/PO=-2%
P4/P0 = -4 %

- = 1000
- “P5/P %
P6/P0 = -9 %

.
_P5P0=-2%

P6/PO0 = -3 % 1000

6000
8000

5000

6000 4000

4000 1 X 3000
PO =98)m. _

P1/P0=20% ~ ~ _P5/P

P2/P0 =23 % P6/P0 =-9 %

P3/P0 =3 %

P4/PO =9 %

,
8%  P5P0=0% 2000
% S~ _PEIPO=3% 2000

1000

2000
1500

1000 X

PO = 187 jum )
P1/PO=<5% __ - P5P0O=-2%
P2/P0=9% ~  P6/PO=-5%
P3/P0 =-3%

P4/PO = -8 %

-
PO = 103 i
P1/P0 211 %
P2/P0 =26 %
P3/PO=-1%
P4/PO = 4 %

,
F5P0=5%
.7 P6/PO=3%

5000 3500

3000
4000
2500

N

\
\
\
-
PO = 106‘;\15m

1
P5/PY = -4 %
_PEPO=1%

3000 2000

2000 1500

L}
\
‘ F
\
! AY
PO =117 ym \
P1/PO = 1'%»\ P5/P0 = -9 %
6% "~ - PHRO=19 %
1%

1000
1000

h4, Nz2D2 shot 92978
50% cont.

200

4000 4000

100

3000 3000

€
E8
= 2000 2000
1
> PO = 56 umi
I P1/P0=22%= =% P5iP0=29% P1/PO'=-16 % P50 =0 %
- P2/P0 =42 % P6/P0 =3 % 1000 P2/P0 313 % P6/PO=3% 1000
P3/P0 = 12 % P3/P0 = 5%, - -~
P4/P0 = 10 % P4/PO = 4 %
-200 0 0
200 -100 0 100 200
X[ pm]

h4, Dz shot 92979
50% cont.

200
2000 2000
100

1500 1500

1000 1000

’

U
P5/P0 =3 %
P6/F0=1%

,

-

Ll ’
% ==~ P5P0=3%

-100 2% P6/PO =4 % 500

0
-100 0

X[ pm]

100 -100 0

X[ pm]

100 200

FIG. 8. Measured time-integrated x-ray pinhole camera images in four LOS (OMEGA ports h4, h8, h12, and h13) from shots 92978 (N,D,
fill) and 92979 (D, fill). The intensity scale represents counts on the CCD used to record the images. The peak intensity observed on shot 92978
is ~75% higher on average compared to shot 92979. Also shown are contour fits to the data. For h4, three different x-ray intensity level contour
fits are shown: 17%, 30%, and 50% of peak intensity. The 30% contour fits appear to best capture the measured signatures. There is an obvious
asymmetry due to the asymmetric drive on these experiments, which is clearly reproducible between the two implosions.
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APPENDIX A: IMPLOSION SIZE

An estimate of implosion size is required to calculate
an empirical number density for use in the equilibration
time and K,, calculations presented in this paper. Since these
quantities are averaged over burn, the size of the burn-
ing region is desired. However, no nuclear emission
imaging data were obtained from these implosions. In-
stead, time-resolved and time-integrated self-emission x-
ray imaging measurements are used to infer implo-
sion size. Time-integrated x-ray images were obtained
with five different instruments distributed around the tar-
get chamber; four of these [the x-ray pinhole (XRPH)
cameras] used 150 um Be and 100 um Al filtering,
1 ns integration time, and CCD detectors to measure X rays
with energy >5 keV, while the fifth used 15 um Ta and
1500 wm CR-39 filtering and an image plate detector to mea-

sure x rays with energy >20 keV. The time-resolved images
were obtained using a pinhole array and a framing camera
filtered with 25 wm Be and fielded at polar, azimuthal angle
0 = 142.62°, ¢ = 342°, to obtain images with 35 ps integra-
tion time and at x-ray energies >1 keV.

Examples of time-integrated x-ray images measured with
the XRPH cameras are shown in Fig. 8. There are a few
things that should be noted about these images. First, the
measured data exhibit substantial asymmetry, as expected
from the asymmetric laser drive used in these experiments.
This is clear from the images obtained at different angles using
XRPH cameras h4, h8, h12, and h13, respectively, shown in
the top two rows of Fig. 8. However, this asymmetry has a
minor impact on overall inferred implosion size, as evidenced
by the comparison of inferred fuel radii from the different
viewing directions, and is also highly consistent between
the different implosions. Second, no substantial difference in
inferred image size is seen between the N;D, and D,-only
implosions (see also Fig. 9), although considering all the con-
tour level fits, the D,-only implosion appears slightly larger
than the N, D, implosions. Third, there is a clear difference in
peak image intensity observed between the implosions, with
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FIG. 9. Implosion radii inferred from time-integrated x-ray im-
ages (Fig. 8), with N,D, shot 92978 shown as green circles and
dashed curve, N,D, shot 92980 as green triangles and dash-dotted
curve, and D,-only shot 92979 shown as red squares and solid curve.
The implosion size is inferred from fits to the 17% intensity contour
(solid symbols), 30% intensity contour (open symbols), and 50%
intensity contour (curves), respectively, with progressively smaller
radii inferred for the higher-intensity contours. For the purposes of
this paper, the best-estimate burn radius is taken from these data to
be 100 & 40 um.

the images from N, D, shot 92978 showing on average ~75%
higher peak intensity than the images from D, shot 92979 (this
conclusion also holds for the other N, D, shot, 92980). Finally,
the inferred implosion size is affected by how the image is
analyzed. Figure 8 also shows three different contour level fits
to the h4 camera data: 17%, 30%, and 50%. Going from 17%
to 50%, the inferred implosion size decreases by about a factor
of 2. Figure 9 displays the quantitative results from the various
contour fits. In addition to the inferred radii resulting from the
fits shown in Fig. 8, fit results for remaining camera positions
and shots are also shown. Note that the radii inferred from
the fits to the final x-ray camera, only observing x rays above
20 keV, are only very slightly lower than the results from the
>5 keV camera fits.

The crucial question is which contour level fit best rep-
resents the size of the burning fuel. This cannot be directly
determined from the data. However, studying Fig. 8, the 30%
contour fits do appear to best capture the signatures in data,
suggesting that a realistic estimate is ~100 um radius. An
upper limit of 140 wm is set by the 17% contour fits and
a lower limit of 60 um by the 50% contour fits. Note in
this context that iFP-inferred nuclear burn radii (Fig. 3) are
smaller than 100 um. The HYADES simulations show burn out
to 100 um, but with an average nuclear burn radius of ~50 ym
for both implosion types (Fig. 4). Thus, while a total burn
radius of 100 um may be reasonable, simulations suggest most
of the burn is happening within the inner 60 um.

Example time-resolved images from N,D, shot 92978 and
D;-only shot 92979 are shown in Fig. 10, and contrasted to
synthetic images from the 2D XRAGE simulations for shot
92978. Looking at the measured images, there is no obvious
difference in size between shots 92978 and 92979 (such im-
ages, obtained from x-ray framing cameras, are not interpreted
absolutely because small changes in bias voltage can lead to
large differences in signal levels). The signatures of the stalk
mount (lower left corner) and region of reduced laser drive
(lower right corner) can both be clearly observed at all times,
with the weak spot of the drive apparently leading to jetting
at later times, with three distinct bright spots appearing in the
second image for both 92978 and 92979 [these bright spots
appear to correlate with the spots of weakest drive appear-
ing in the VisRad-simulated laser drive distribution shown in
Fig. 1(b)]. Standard analysis methods for this type of image
fail even at early times due to the “fuzzy” edges in the images.
However, the images are plotted on a target plane scale, and
the overall bright spot can be seen to range from ~800 um
diameter at early times to roughly 400 um at late time. The
images from the 2D XRAGE simulations show an asymmetry
clearly reminiscent of the asymmetry in the measured data,
although exacerbated at late times and not directly compa-
rable due to the limitations of the 2D XRAGE geometry: as
a reminder, the XRAGE simulations consider the stalk mount
and laser drive weak spot, but with these features at 180°
angle to each other, versus 137° in the experiment (in the
Fig. 10 view, the stalk is at the top in the XRAGE images,
while the drive weak spot is at the bottom). Synthetic XRAGE
images from 0.4 to 0.65 ns have been analyzed for shell radius
using the method described in Ref. [72], with inferred shell
radii ranging from ~375 um at 0.4 ns for both implosions to
180 wm for D, only and 200 um for N;D; at 0.65 ns. This
roughly agrees with the radii inferred from inspection of the
measured data at these times. The time-resolved x-ray images
provide no reason to change the conclusion of a burn radius
of 100 £ 40 um as inferred from the time-integrated images
above.

APPENDIX B: LOCAL VARIATIONS IN z.; AND N;

Burn-averaged numbers for equilibration times and N; are
calculated in Secs. III A and III B. Given large density and
temperature variations as a function of time and space (see,
e.g., Figs. 3 and 4), it is clear that significant local variation in
these numbers is expected.

As an example, Fig. 11 shows the nitrogen ion-electron
equilibration times 7.; calculated from the HYADES N,D,
implosion simulations as a function of radius at bang time
and (in steps of 10 ps) up to 50 ps before bang time. Not
unexpectedly, large variations in this quantity over time and
space are observed, with the shortest 7.; observed at bang
time and in the denser regions near the fuel-shell inter-
face. Overall, the experimentally inferred average number of
55 ps (Table II) appears in good agreement with that ex-
pected from the simulation. The equilibration observed in
the outer region of the implosion in the HYADES 7; and T,
profiles at bang time (Fig. 4) is also consistent with these
calculations.
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FIG. 10. Measured time-resolved x-ray images obtained with 25 um Be filtering for observed x-ray energies >1 keV for N,D, implosion
92978 (first column) and D,-only implosion 92979 (second column). No obvious differences are seen between the two fill types. Also shown
are synthetic XRAGE images for shot 92978 (third column) at comparable times as the measured images from the same implosion. Note that
the experimental images are all clipped at the bottom due to a setup issue (the sharp cut seen in this region of the images is not a real effect),
and that the 2D xRAGE simulations approximate the laser drive weak spot and capsule stalk mount to be 180 © apart when experimentally they

are separated by 137°.

Figure 12 shows deuterium N profiles versus radius at
burn as calculated from the iFP with C + H simulations.
Unlike from the data, the spatial scale used in the denominator
in these calculations is not the estimated full extent of the fuel,
but the density gradient scale length in the simulation. As can
be seen, iFP estimates significant N; for both implosion types
at burn, suggesting kinetic effects are important. The num-
bers are also in reasonable agreement with the burn-averaged
numbers estimated from observables in Sec. II. However, for
the time snapshot shown in Fig. 12, N; is substantially higher
for the N, D, case than for the D,-only case due to the lower
predicted central D density, in contrast to the estimate in
Sec. II.

APPENDIX C: SHOCK HEATING DYNAMICS

As alluded to in Sec. 111, long-standing theory [50] suggests
that viscous heating of ions in a shock front is proportional
to mass as Top ~ mionvfhock. While the conjecture that shock

heating scales linearly with ion mass is supported by recent
astrophysical [51] and ICF [52] observations, the conclusion
is only expected to hold in a nonmagnetized, weakly coupled,
and fully ionized plasma, and questions have been raised
about the general validity of this scaling when effects other
than viscosity are considered, as discussed in, e.g., Ref. [13].
The data presented here, with Tj,, inferred from measured
DD-neutron spectra observed to be higher for the N,D, than
for pure D,-fill implosions, support the conclusion that shock
heating of N is stronger than shock heating of D. However,
the spherically converging shock is not expected to be instan-
taneous in space or time, and on the timescale of heating,
radiative cooling and interspecies equilibration effects play
a role. Thus, while the instantaneous heating efficiency may
indeed be seven times higher for N than for D, this effect
cannot be immediately observed in the burn-averaged data.
The simulated time evolution of mass-weighted temper-
atures provides a window into the impact of spatial and
temporal smearing on shock heating, and of multi-ion and
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FIG. 11. HYADES-simulated nitrogen t,; at bang time (BT, red
solid curve) and in steps of 10 ps prior to bang time (dashed and
broken gray curves, in chronological order). The N,D, fuel-shell
interface at bang time is also shown (vertical black broken line).
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FIG. 12. iFp with C + H-simulated deuterium number den-
sity (solid blue curves) and Knudsen number (dashed gray curves)
at bang time for (a) D,-only gas-filled and (b) N,D, gas-filled
implosions.
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FIG. 13. Mass-weighted temperature (right-hand scale) simu-
lated using the Vlasov-Fokker-Planck code iFP including the CH
shell as two separate ion species (iFP with C+H). (a) Result for D,-
only gas-filled implosions, and (b) results for N,D,-fill implosions.
The black dashed curves represent the neutron emission history (left-
hand scale), and the long-short-dashed cyan curves represent the
mass-averaged electron temperature. The simulations consider four
ion species: D, N, C, and H. The mass-averaged D Tj,, is shown as
solid red curves, the N Tj,, is shown as a dotted green curve [panel
(b) only], the C T, as broken gray curves, and the H Tj,, as doubly
broken magenta curves.

interspecies dynamics (including equilibration) on the burn-
averaged implosion output. Figure 13 shows mass-weighted
T, and T,,, as a function of time from the iFP with C + H simu-
lations, with Tj,, weighted over each particle population. Also
shown are the simulated burn histories for D,-only and N, D,
implosions. Since the shock reaches different radii at different
times and thus with different velocity and/or strength, this
leads to a smearing relative to the traditional picture of a
hydrodynamic shock front with a sudden instantaneous jump
in T,y (note that this effect becomes even more significant
in two dimensions). As shown in Fig. 13, N reaches a mass-
averaged max Tj,, about two times that of D (not seven times).
The mass-averaged T, of N and D also do not exactly track
each other as they evolve in time, suggesting that the shock
reaches the different ion species at different spatial and/or
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FIG. 14. Synthetic DD-neutron spectra generated by postpro-
cessing the output from 1D HYADES simulations of the D,-gas-filled
(red, inner curves) and N,D,-gas-filled (green, outer curves) im-
plosions. The dashed curves represent spectra considering thermal
broadening only, while the solid curves also consider the impact of
nonthermal fuel motion on the spectral broadening. Note that the
solid curves represent the closest equivalent to measured data in that
they do consider the flows expected to also impact the measurements.
Ton inferred from the width of spectra with and without considering
flows are summarized in Table X.

temporal points, further complicating the picture. In fact, the
iFP simulations suggest that the D-ion population is essentially
free streaming; this is consistent with the burn-averaged Ny as
calculated in Sec. III, which suggests very long average mean
free paths for the deuterium ions in these implosions relative
to system scale size. After burn, the different temperatures
are also seen to converge, as a result of interspecies equi-
libration effects. The end result of the temporal and spatial

shock smearing, the fact that the shock reaches the different
ion populations at different times, and that interspecies equi-
libration is constantly at play at varying rates, is that a direct
comparison between N and D heating effects at the same vghocx
cannot be made.

APPENDIX D: HYADES-SIMULATED FLOW
IMPACT ON T

Thermal and flow contributions to simulated 7;,, can be
separated in the simulations. Table X compares HYADES-
simulated 7., as inferred from postprocessing the simulation
output in three different ways: directly burn-averaged based
on temperature and density in each cell of the simulation (thus
not considering flow), and inferred from synthetic neutron
spectra with and without considering flow broadening, re-
spectively. As can be seen, considering flow when generating
the synthetic neutron spectrum has virtually no impact on the
HYADES-inferred 7., ratio, and only impacts the absolute T;,,
difference by 0.4 keV. This result is similar to the number
inferred from iFP simulations as discussed in Sec. VI, and
is clearly not enough of an effect to explain the measured
Ton differences, thus supporting the conclusion that the mean
reaction energy is indeed greater for N, D, than for D; only.

In this analysis, Tjo, is obtained from the synthetic neutron
spectra in the same way as it is inferred from measured data,
by fitting a Gaussian function to the spectrum and inferring
Tion from its width according to FWHM = 82.542,/T;,, with
FWHM and T;,, given in keV [42]. The significant difference
between HYADES burn-averaged Ti,, and Tj,, inferred from
fitting a Gaussian to synthetic neutron spectra (Table X) arises
as a result of the non-Gaussian nature of the synthetic spectra,
seen in Fig. 14. Figure 14 also illustrates the subtle difference
in the spectra between considering flow broadening (solid
lines) and not considering flow broadening (dashed lines).

TABLE X. HYADES-simulated T, inferred in different ways. Note that while the “burn-averaged” numbers (i) are calculated directly from

synthetic neutron spectra illustrated in Fig. 14.

(ii) Inferred from
width of synthetic
neutron spectrum,

Measurement
(directly
comparable to

(iii) Inferred from
width of synthetic
neutron spectrum,

Fill type (i) Burn-averaged thermal only considering flows method iii)
N,D, 37.30 keV 32.20 keV 33.64 keV 13.45 £ 0.39 keV
D, 20.87 keV 19.38 keV 20.37 keV 10.07 £ 0.34 keV
Ratio 1.79 1.66 1.65 1.34 £0.06
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