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Dusty plasma experiments can be performed quite easily in a strong coupling regime. In our previous work
[V. S. Dharodi, S. K. Tiwari, and A. Das, Physics of Plasmas 21, 073705 (2014)], we numerically explored
such plasmas with constant density and observed the transverse shear (TS) waves from the rotating vortex.
Laboratory dusty plasmas are good examples of homogeneous plasmas; however, heterogeneity (e.g., density,
temperature, and charge) may be due to the existence of voids, different domains with different orientations,
presence of external forces like magnetic and/or electric, size or charge imbalance, etc. Here, we examine how
the density heterogeneity in dusty plasmas responds to the circularly rotating vortex monopoles, specifically,
smooth and sharp cutoff. For this purpose, we have carried out a series of two-dimensional fluid simulations in
the framework of the incompressible generalized hydrodynamics fluid model. The rotating vortices are placed
at the interface of two incompressible fluids with different densities. The smooth rotating vortex causes two
effects: First, the regions are stretched to form the spiral density waves; second, there is a shear in flows which
consequently induces the TS waves. The TS waves move slower in the denser side than in the lighter side. The
difference in speeds of the waves induces the net flow of the medium towards the lower density side. We notice
that the spiral density arms are distinguishable in the early time while later they get smeared out. In sharp flows,
the interplay between the TS waves and the vortices of Kelvin-Helmholtz instability distorts the formation of the

regular spiral density arms around the rotor.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevE.102.043216

I. INTRODUCTION

A typical fluid or turbulent flow contains a wide vari-
ety of coherent structures [1] like rotating monopoles and
tripoles [2,3] and propagating and merging dipoles [4]. It
becomes important to understand how such types of struc-
tures encounter the density and/or temperature gradient in
a medium, which may cause the formation of different
kinds of waves like acoustic [5-7], shock [8-10], spi-
ral [11,12], and transverse [13—18] and fluid instabilities like
Kelvin-Helmholtz (KH) [19,20] and Rayleigh-Taylor [21,22].
Laboratory dusty plasmas are good examples of homogeneous
plasmas; however, heterogeneity (e.g., density, temperature,
and charge) may be due to the existence of voids, different do-
mains with different orientations, presence of external forces
like magnetic and/or electric, size or charge imbalance, etc.
Our objective here is to understand how the density hetero-
geneity in a strongly coupled state responds to the coherent
structures (here, rotating vortex monopoles). For this purpose
we specifically here consider the case of two-dimensional
(2D) dusty plasmas. The motivational factors that induce us to
choose such 2D plasmas are the following: 2D dusty plasmas
are favored in laboratory experiments [23-29] and simula-
tions [10,30-33], dusty plasmas can exist in strong coupling
states quite easily because of high charged dust particles, and
in dusty plasmas a coherent structure can survive for a longer
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time than in a hydrodynamic fluid (viscosity shows pure
damping effect) because the effect of viscosity gets reduced
due to the presence of elasticity [34]. Thus, in dusty plasmas, a
long-lived coherent structure can act as a driving force in order
to understand its collective response for a long-time duration
without much dissipation.

It is well known that a weakly coupled dusty plasma favors
compressible longitudinal modes with usual viscous damp-
ing effects. However, in a strongly coupled dusty plasma
(SCDP) the strong correlation between the dust grains in-
duces the elasticity to support the incompressible transverse
shear (TS) modes in addition to the compressible longitudinal
modes [35-37]. This suggests that, below the crystallization
limit, a strongly coupled dusty plasma behaves like a vis-
coelastic fluid. Here, we have modeled such a medium using
a well-known phenomenological generalized hydrodynamics
(GHD) fluid model which takes into account both types of
modes [38,39]. It should be noted that a fluid model focuses
on a situation where the spatial scales in dusty plasmas are
supposed to be about an order of magnitude larger than the in-
terparticle distance while it fails as soon as the grainy structure
becomes important. To study the effect of inhomogeneity on
exclusive transverse modes and to avoid the possible coupling
with the longitudinal mode, we consider the incompressible
limit of the dusty plasma. Theoretically, the existence of trans-
verse modes in the dusty plasma medium has been predicted
in [13,14,16]. Schmidt et al. [15] showed such transverse
modes in molecular dynamics (MD) simulations. Nuno-
mura et al. [40], Pramanik et al. [41], and Bandyopadhyay
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et al. [42] have also observed transverse modes in dusty
plasma experiments. Using the GHD model, the shear waves
in a nonuniform dusty plasma have been studied in [43,44].
Apart from the shear waves, a nonuniform dusty plasma under
stretching due to a driving force may support the spiral waves.
Recently, Kumar et al. reported the existence of spiral waves
in a dusty plasma at the particle level using MD simulations
in [45] and at the continuum level using the GHD model
in [46]; in both the studies the medium was driven by an
external rotating electric field. In incompressible fluid simula-
tions, Li et al. [47] found multiarmed spiral waves in a slowly
rotating fluid, driven by a radial unstable temperature gradient.
The existence of spiral waves is observed in various biolog-
ical systems like retinal spreading depression [48], cardiac
muscle [49], and Xenopus oocyte calcium waves [50]. Apart
from biology, the understanding of spiral waves is important
in mathematics and physics, because the spiral wave forma-
tion takes place in nonlinear nonequilibrium systems [51]. A
rotating galaxy is a good example of large scale spirals [52].

In our previous work [53], we explored the constant density
dusty plasmas in an incompressible limit of GHD model and
observed the TS waves due to the shear flow induced from
a rotating monopole vortex. In the current paper, we use the
same model where the smooth and sharp-cutoff rotating vor-
tices are placed at the interface of two incompressible fluids
with different densities. The smooth rotating vortex at the in-
terface causes two effects: First, this rotating vortex convects
material from the higher density part to the lower density
part and vice versa, which leads to the formation of spiral
density waves; second, they locally introduce a shear flow.
This shear flow is the source for the shear waves. These waves
propagate into the surrounding media according to the shear
wave speed where the waves travel a smaller distance in the
higher density part than in the lower density part in the same
time interval. The sharp rotating vortex creates sharp shear
flows which favor the KH instability across their interfaces
along with the TS waves. In such flows, the interplay between
the emitted TS waves and the vortices of KH instability occurs
and consequently distorts the formation of the regular spiral
density waves around the rotor. Because of the incompressible
limit (V-9,; = 0), to observe the spiral density waves the initial
density profile must have a radially varying component to the
rotating vortex. Here, the density interface has a tangential
discontinuity. This particular situation in 2D dusty plasma
experiments represents the coexistence of different density
domains with different orientations of the dust grains and
the plasmas near the sheath edge or probe, boundary wall,
etc. Moreover, the present results can be easily generalized to
other SCDP experiments having density inhomogeneity, e.g.,
sech type and parabolic type.

This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we dis-
cuss the incompressible GHD (i-GHD) model and drive an
analytical linear wave equation. In Sec. III, we discuss how
the simulations are initialized and analyze the dynamical re-
sponse of the density heterogeneity to the circularly rotating
vortex monopoles, particularly, smooth and sharp cutoff. In
Sec. IIT A, we numerically observe that a smooth rotating
vorticity profile emits cylindrical TS waves and also causes
rolling up of the densities to form the spiral density waves. In
Sec. III B, for sharp rotating flows, the interplay between the

emitted TS waves and the vortices of KH instability occurs
and that, in turn, causes the distortion of the regular spiral
density waves around the rotor. Finally, in Sec. IV, we discuss
our results and offer concluding remarks.

II. INCOMPRESSIBLE GENERALIZED
HYDRODYNAMICS FLUID MODEL

The generalized hydrodynamic fluid model [38,54] is a
phenomenological model which is used to study the SCDPs
below the crystallization limit, both analytically as well as nu-
merically [38,39,53,55]. The GHD model treats dusty plasma
as a viscoelastic fluid in which the coupling strength is pro-
portional to the ratio of n/1, [34], and viscosity 7 in the
presence of elasticity 7,, (relaxation time parameter) con-
tributes to the transverse mode due to the strong correlation
between dust grains. The parameters n and 7, are supposed
to be empirically related to each other [38,56]. This model
supports the existence of both incompressible transverse shear
and compressible longitudinal modes. To concentrate on the
incompressible features of this system, we separate out the
compressibility effects altogether. For this purpose, the i-
GHD coupled set of equations has been obtained. In the
incompressible limit the Poisson equation is replaced by the
quasineutrality condition and charge density fluctuations are
ignored. The derivation of the reduced equations has been
discussed in detail in earlier papers [53,55] along with the
procedure of its numerical implementation and validation.
The coupled set of continuity and momentum equations for
the dust fluid can be written as

ap .
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respectively, and the incompressible condition is given as
V-3, =0. (3)

Here, p; = nymy is the mass density of the dust fluid (ny
is the number density of dust fluid) and m, is the mass of the
dust particle. The variables p., Uy, and ¢, are the dust charge
density, dust fluid velocity, and dust charge potential, respec-
tively. The pressure p,; term in a strongly coupled plasma is
due mainly to the electric field [57]. The time, length, velocity,
and potential are normalized by the inverse of dust plasma
frequency a);dl = [47 (Zge)*ngo /md(,]fl/ % and plasma Debye

length A; = (KB]}/47ernd0e2)l/2, Agwpa, and Zye/KpT;, re-
spectively. The parameters my, T;, and Kp are the dust grain
mass, ion temperature, and Boltzmann constant, respectively.
Z, is the charge on each dust grain with no consideration of
charge fluctuation. The number density n,; is normalized by
the equilibrium value n .

043216-2



ROTATING VORTICES IN TWO-DIMENSIONAL ...

PHYSICAL REVIEW E 102, 043216 (2020)

Transverse wave equation

If we take the curl of the above momentum Eq. (2) and
keep the linearized terms only, for the moment, the density
is constant, i.e., py(x, y,t) = pg, and we immediately get the

equation
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where £ = Vx ¥y is the vorticity, normalized with dust plasma
frequency. In the limit ‘Em% > 1, where the memory effects
are strong, we get

PE L, o

ﬁ = vpV s . (5)

This wave, Eq. (5), suggests that the i-GHD model supports
the transverse waves moving with phase velocity

Vp =V 1/PdTm. (6)

Equation (5) also makes evident that the form of a wave is
determined by its source. Let us suppose that we have a line
source; the wavefronts will be cylindrical. So, the wave Eq. (5)
in cylindrical coordinates will become
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Here, r = (x> + y*)!'/2. The solutions are Bessel functions
which for large r approach asymptotically [58] to

-
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Here, angular frequency @ = kv, and k is the wave num-
ber. The associated wavefronts are cylindrical and propagate
radially outward at the phase velocity v, = w/k = /1/paTm,
and their amplitudes decrease as 1/./r. If the wavefront
emerging or collapsing from or into a point is spherical, its
amplitude must attenuate as 1/r. A planar source will produce
plane wavefronts traveling with a constant amplitude, i.e.,
the wave does not attenuate. The amplitude scaling of these
wavefronts is related to the energy conservation consideration.
Note that the present simulations have been carried out in
two dimensions (the x-y plane), which is the plane of rotation
for vorticity structures. So, a numerically expected transverse
wave should meet the conditions for the cylindrical case.

III. RESULTS, DISCUSSION, AND NUMERICAL
SIMULATION

For the numerical simulation the generalized momentum
Eq. (2) has been expressed as a set of the following two
coupled convective equations:

00 . . 7
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Wi vi = Ly, - v (10)
ot Tm T

For our considered 2D system of equations the above vari-
ables vary in x and y directions, i.e., ¥ (x,y), Us(x,y), and
p4(x,y). From Eq. (9) it is clear that the quantity ¥ (x, y) is

the strain created in the elastic medium by the time-varying
velocity fields. Let us take the curl of Eq. (9). As the curl of a
gradient is zero, so the curls of the second and third term (also,
we have assumed constant charge density) vanish. Thus, for
numerical simulations the final set of coupled model equations
(continuity and momentum) becomes

904

vy -V =0, 11
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m

%y (Vq - V)E = i<ﬁ) - 3<£) (13)
ot 0x \ pa 9y \ pa

We have used the LCPFCT method (Boris ef al. [59]) to
evolve the coupled set of Egs. (11), (12), and (13) for various
kinds of density profiles. This method is based on a finite
difference scheme associated with the flux-corrected algo-
rithm. The velocity at each time step has been updated by
using Poisson’s equation V2%, = —V xE. Poisson’s equation
has been solved by using FISHPACK [60]. It is pointed out
that in this particular limit there is nothing specific which
suggests that the system corresponds to a strongly coupled
dusty plasma. Moreover, it can be applied to other strongly
coupled plasma systems as well. Das and Kaw have used the
GHD fluid model to model the electron-ion plasma in the
context of inertial fusion [61], and Diaw and Murillo applied it
to ultracold plasmas and high-energy-density plasmas in [54].
Thus, the reduced set of equations not only caters to the
strongly coupled incompressible dusty plasma medium but is
also relevant for any other incompressible strongly coupled
system. Numerically, in order to understand the dynamical
response of density inhomogeneous SCDPs, we consider two
cases of a circularly rotating fluid vortex, especially having
(A) a smooth rotating vortex and (B) a sharp cutoff. Boundary
conditions are periodic along the x axis while nonperiodic
along the vertical (y-axis) direction where the effects of per-
turbed quantities die out before hitting the boundary of the
simulation box. For all cases the sharp inhomogeneity in
density has been introduced along the interface y = 0. Here,
it should be noted that this initial condition has nothing to

12)

(b)
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X

FIG. 1. The initial smooth vorticity and density profiles.
(a) Smooth rotating vorticity profile given by Eq. (14). (b) Density
profile where the lighter fluid is positioned side by side to the denser
fluid along the y = 0 interface.
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FIG. 2. The inhomogeneous viscoelastic fluid has n=5 and 7,,=20. (a) Time evolution of a counterclockwise rotating vorticity profile
(R0 = 10) [Fig. 1(a)]; the magenta solid line over the vorticity profile represents the interface of the respective density evolution to the
vorticity; the colorbar indicates the vorticity. (b) Density profile evolution [Fig. 1(b)]; the colorbar indicates the density (see Supplemental

Material [62]).

do with the Rayleigh-Taylor instability as our system has no
density stratification against an accelerating force like gravity.

A. Smooth rotating vortex

In the former case (A), we have considered a system of
length Ix = ly = 8 units with a sharp interface of density
heterogeneity shown in Fig. 1(b), where two incompressible
fluids with different constant densities p; = 1 for —47 <y <
0 (lower half) and p;, = 2 for 0 < y < 47 (upper half) are
positioned side by side along the y = 0 interface.

In the interest of density waves and vorticity evolution,
the sharp density interface of the medium has been perturbed
through a counterclockwise rotating vorticity structure cen-
tered at (x, y) = (0, 0), given by

E0(x, v, 10) = Q1 — (&% + yH)lexp[—(* +yH)],  (14)

having the velocity components which satisfy the
condition of incompressibility V-T; = 0 using & = V x Ty,
Vaxo(X, ¥, 10) = —oyexp[—(x* +yH)], and  va0(x, y, 1) =
doxexp[—(x> 4+ y?)]. Here Q) = 2¢, is proportional to the
total circulation. This vorticity profile has circular symmetry
[Fig. 1(a)].

1. Transverse shear waves

Figure 2(a) shows the time evolution of the above discussed
smooth vorticity profile (29 = 10) in an inhomogeneous vis-
coelastic fluid [Fig. 2(b)] which has the coupling parameter
values n = 5 and t,, = 20.

From Fig. 2(a), as soon as the vortex starts rotating at the
interface it induces two effects: First, the densities are rolled
up to form the spiral density waves (we will discuss this later);
second, they locally introduce a shear flow. This shear flow is
the source for the radial shear waves. These radial waves travel
a smaller distance in the higher density side (upper half) than
in the lower density side (lower half) in the same time interval

or the waves are slower in the denser side. In the interest
of speed of these outgoing shear waves we have plotted the
position vs time of a particular wavefront in Fig. 3 along the y
axis for x = 0. In Fig. 3, the position-time slope suggests that
the phase velocity (v,) is found to match with Eq. (6), i.e.,
v, A 0.35 for the denser side (n = 5; 7,, = 20 and p, = 2 for
y > 0) and in the lighter side v, ~ 0.5 (n = 5; 7,, =20 and p,
= 1 for y < 0). This confirms that the outgoing waves are the
TS waves.

Figure 4 shows the radial fall of amplitudes of the TS waves
in both halves (denser and lighter) of the density profile. It
is found to match the fall of amplitude with 1/./]y[, which
meets the requirement of energy conservation for a cylindrical
wave (this has been discussed in Sec. II). This confirms that
the outgoing TS waves have cylindrical shape in both halves.

10 T T T T T T T
— — linear fit (y>0), vp=0.36
— linear fit (y<0), v,=-0.49 L
L
5t - |
-~ =
e
> 0 J

20

time

FIG. 3. Position-time graph of the radially propagating wave-
fronts (along the y axis for x = 0) observed in Fig. 2(a). v, is the
phase velocity (slope of the position-time plot). The radial wave trav-
els faster (v, ~ 0.5) in the lower half (y < 0) and slower (v, ~ 0.35)
in the upper half (y > 0) of the medium, which satisfies Eq. (6). It
confirms that the outgoing waves are the transverse shear waves.

043216-4



ROTATING VORTICES IN TWO-DIMENSIONAL ...

PHYSICAL REVIEW E 102, 043216 (2020)

0.4 T T T T T T
— — linear fit (y>0) *
damping slope=-0.25 \
—— linear fit (y<0) \
0.3} damping slope=-0.07 \\ |
\\
\
3 "
R0.2 N 1
LY
o \
EN
\
0.1} / o
0 1 1 1 L 1 1
-4 -3 -2 -1 1 2 3

0
—V/(lyl) for y<0; /(|y|) for y>0

FIG. 4. Amplitude vs square root of the position of a radially
propagating wavefront along the y axis for x = 0 [Fig. 2(a)]. The
amplitude of a wavefront decreases as 1/4/[y|. It confirms that the
emitted TS waves have cylindrical shape.

Hence, both the above observations (Figs. 3 and 4) confirm
that these outgoing waves are the linear cylindrical TS waves
as suggested by analytical Eq. (7) and also indicate the valida-
tion of our numerical code. Figure 5 shows that the late-time
snapshot of a counterclockwise rotating vorticity profile has
the same value of total circulation 2o = 10 in different media;
each has a lower half for —4m < y < 0 and an upper half for
0 < y < 4x. The left and the middle snapshots show the vor-
ticity vortex in the inviscid hydrodynamic (HD) fluid and in
the viscoelastic fluid (n= 5 and t,, = 20), respectively; both
have the same density inhomogeneity p; = 1 for the lower
half and p;, = 2 for the upper half. Radial waves travel faster
in the lower half (p; = 1) than in the upper half (o, = 2). This
difference in speeds of the waves induces a net radial flow of
the medium in the downward direction which can be noticed
as a downward shift of the vortex center in Fig. 5(b) while the
HD fluid, on the other hand, does not support any TS wave so
no shifting is observed as shown in Fig. 5(a).

Figure 5(c) represents another viscoelastic fluid (n = 5 and
T,, = 20) which has the same density in the lower half as in
Fig. 5(b), i.e., p; = 1, while the upper half is denser (p;, = 4)
in Fig. 5(c) than p;, = 2 in Fig. 5(b). Thus, the TS waves are
supposed to travel at the same speed in the lower halves of

(a)

6 -3 0 3 6
X

both fluids while in the upper halves the speed of TS waves is
higher in Fig. 5(b) than in Fig. 5(c). All these observations
suggest that the net flow of the medium is supposed to be
larger in the downward direction in Fig. 5(c) than in Fig. 5(b).
This is observed in terms of the larger shift of the vortex center
in the downward direction in Fig. 5(c) than in Fig. 5(b). A
closer look [Figs. 5(a) and 5(b)] shows that the density gradi-
ent and net relative velocity cause a small horizontal right shift
of the vortex center along with the downward vertical shift.
Furthermore, the density gradient and the unequal velocities
make the cylindrical waves asymmetric to the center of rota-
tion. The coupling strength parameter I" for a dusty plasma is
proportional to the cube root of the density [63], which means
the denser side has a larger coupling strength than the lighter
one. This effect can be noticed from Figs. 2(a), 5(b), and 5(c),
where the TS waves get clearer and steeper in the denser side
(upper half) than in the lighter one (lower half).

2. Formation and evolution of spiral density waves

After the confirmation of TS waves, let us focus on the
evolution of the background density profile shown in Fig. 2(b),
where the rotating vortex basically convects material from
the higher denser part to the less dense part and vice versa,
which results in the spiral density arms or waves around the
vortex with time. One of the main advantages of viscoelastic
fluids is that a rotating vortex in such media can drive den-
sity waves for a long-time duration without much dissipation
compared with hydrodynamic fluids. A comparative analysis
of the vorticity evolution in Fig. 2(a) to the density evolution
in Fig. 2(b) shows that the perturbed density region along
the interface y = 0 follows the radially propagating TS waves
and remains confined within the distance traveled by the TS
waves at that moment. To make it more clear we have also
plotted the interface of the respective density profile over the
vorticity using a magenta colored solid line in Fig. 2(a). In
order to substantiate the observation in Fig. 2, we have also
simulated two more cases with the same background density
inhomogeneity: first [Fig. 6(a)] with the same rotation rate
of vorticity (29 = 10) but with different values of coupling
parameters (n = 2.5; 1, = 20), i.e., TS waves travel with
less phase velocity, and second [Fig. 6(b)] with double the

4

w

N

-

o

FIG. 5. Late-time snapshots of a counterclockwise rotating vorticity profile (€29 = 10) in different media: Panels (a) and (b) depict density
inhomogeneity, p, = 1 for —4n <y < 0 and p, = 2 for 0y < 47, while panel (c) depicts the same density value in the lower half as in
panels (a) and (b), i.e., p; = 1, but the upper half is more dense, i.e., p, = 4. The shift of the vortex center in the downward direction can be
observed to be larger in panel (c) than in panel (b) because the TS waves are slower in the denser medium. (a) An inviscid HD fluid does not
support any TS wave so no shifting is observed.
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FIG. 6. Time evolution of the rotating vorticity profiles in the viscoelastic fluids with the same density inhomogeneity as in Fig. 2(b),
where the solid line (magenta color) over the rotating vortices represents the evolution of the respective density interface. In panel (a) vorticity
has €y = 10 and the fluid has the values of coupling parameters n= 2.5 and 7,,=20, and in panel (b) vorticity has €y = 20 and the fluid has
the values of coupling parameters n= 5 and t,,=20. It is observed that the perturbed density region along the interface follows the radially

propagating TS waves and remains confined within them.

rotation rate of vorticity (€29 = 20) but with the same values
of coupling parameters (n = 5 and t,, = 20), i.e., TS waves
travel with the same phase velocity [Fig. 2(a)]. It can be seen
that these two cases too favor our earlier observation that the
perturbed density region along the interface y = 0 follows the
TS waves. This means the spiral waves can be controlled by
tweaking the coupling parameter values.

Some other interesting observations can be visualized more
clearly through the zoomed density contour snapshots shown
in Fig. 7.

t=2.29

Spiral waves have both angular as well as radial velocity
components. A comparison between Fig. 7(a) (29 = 10) and
Fig. 7(b) (29 = 20) shows that the expansion rate (radial com-
ponent) is high and the number of turns (angular component)
of the spiral arms is almost double in Fig. 7(b) in compar-
ison to Fig. 7(a) due to the factor 2 angular velocity. Thus,
the conclusion is that the number of turns of spiral arms is
proportional to the amplitude of vorticity. Furthermore, the
spiral arms of both densities (lighter and denser) are distin-
guishable in the early time while later they get smeared out. So

t=4.58 1=6.87

1.5

FIG. 7. Time evolution of the sharp density profile for viscoelastic fluid with n = 5 and t,, = 20. In panel (a) vorticity has 2y = 10 and
in panel (b) vorticity has Q, = 20. The expansion rate (radial velocity) is high and the number of turns (angular velocity) of the spiral arms is
almost double in panel (b) in comparison to panel (a) due to the factor 2 angular velocity. Furthermore, the spiral arms of both densities (lighter
and denser) are distinguishable in the early time while later they get smeared out.
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FIG. 8. Four viscoelastic fluids (n = 5 and t,, = 20) of different densities over the smooth rotating vortex. (a) Time evolution of vorticity.
It can be noticed that the greater the density/I" of the medium the steeper the TS waves; the lighter the density of a medium, the faster the speed
of the TS waves; the speed difference in different quadrants and the density gradient cause the wavefronts to be not cylindrically symmetric;
and there is a shift in the vorticity center towards the low density quadrant; the colorbar designates the rotating vorticity. (b) Time evolution
of four different sharp density profiles: four distinguishable spiral arms for each density are observed in the early time while later they get

smeared out; the colorbar shows the density.

far, we have dealt with a medium having two fluids of different
densities, which results in the formation of two kinds of spiral
arms. A medium in nature can also exist more than two fluids
with different densities. We consider, therefore, that a medium
has four fluids of different densities (o; = 1, 1.5, 2, and 2.5)
over the rotating coherent structure as shown in Fig. 8. The
boundary conditions have been taken care of by considering
that all the four density quadrants are localized and lie inside
the density region considered in Fig. 1(b).

Figure 8 depicts some of the same observations as made
previously: The greater the density/I" of the medium, the
steeper the TS waves; the lighter the density of a medium, the
faster the speed of TS waves; the speed difference in different
quadrants and the density gradient cause the wavefronts to be
not cylindrically symmetric around the center of rotation; and
the shift in the vorticity center follows the density gradient. In
Fig. 8(b) four distinguishable spiral arms for each density are
observed in the early time while later they get smeared out.

Thus, from all the above evolutions of the density profiles
it can be anticipated that the number of spiral arms is propor-
tional to the number of different densities that coexist over the
smooth rotating structure.

B. Sharp rotating vortex

In an earlier subsection, we had specifically avoided the
formation of Kelvin-Helmholtz instability by taking a smooth
flow profile. In this subsection, we consider the vorticity pro-
file B with a sharp cutoff [first snapshot at # = 0 in Figs. 9(a)
and 10(a)], i.e., we set the vorticity & = 0 beyond r = ry
(= 6.0) and for r < ry the vorticity is taken to have a constant
value &, = 2¢9 and ¢y = 1. Another possibility which we
explored in our previous paper [53] was the evolution of
the same sharp-cutoff rotating vortex in viscoelastic fluids

with constant background density. In the present paper, we
introduce an additional density inhomogeneity where p; = 1
(lower half) for —6r <y < 0 and p;, = 2 (upper half) for
0 < y < 67 [first snapshot at t = 0 in Figs. 9(b) and 10(b)].
For the HD system, it is evident from Fig. 9 that in turning
on the vortex the steepness of the vorticity profile generates
a strong rotational sheared flow which results in creation of
small KH vortices across the vorticity interface and after that
as time progresses the merging of these vortices takes place.
This creation and merging process of KH vortices distorts the
rolling process of the background density around the rotor,
which results in formation of deformed spiral density waves
around it.

Based on the observations thus far, we can anticipate that
a rigid rotor in an incompressible viscoelastic fluid, besides
KH instability, would also support the TS wave emission. In
Fig. 10(a) where n = 5 and t,, = 20, we observe a pair of in-
going and outgoing wavefronts emanating from the interface
and a concomitant KH destabilization at each of these fronts.
The response of the respective background fluid density to the
rigid rotor [Fig. 10(a)] is shown in Fig. 10(b), where as soon
as the rotor begins to rotate, initially, the fluid within the inner
region (|r| < 6) starts rotating with it, which later undergoes
mixing due to the ingoing wave from the interface, while the
stagnant fluid in the outer region (|r| > 6) undergoes mixing
due to the outgoing wave from the interface. Thus, the TS
waves assist the process of fluid mixing by convecting the
fluids inside and outside the vortex structure. The fluid near
the interface starts binding around it. The interplay between
the ingoing and outgoing wavefronts and KH instability dis-
torts the formation of regular spiral waves around the rotor.
Again, a vorticity vortex shift towards the low density side
is observed while no shifting is observed for hydrodynamic
fluid.
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t=2.61
@ 18

t=9.70

t=14.46

FIG. 9. An inviscid HD fluid. (a) The time evolution of a sharp counterclockwise rotating vorticity profile (29 = 2): The steepness of
the vorticity profile generates small KH vortices across its interface. (b) Density evolution: The creation and merging process of KH vortices
distort the formation of the regular spiral waves around the rotor. In panel (a) the magenta solid line over the vorticity profile represents the

interface of the respective density evolution to the vorticity.

In Fig. 11, we have simulated another case of viscoelastic
fluid with the same density inhomogeneity but with different
values of coupling parameters n= 2.5 and t,,=20, i.e., TS
waves have less phase velocity than in Fig. 11. A comparative
analysis of Figs. 10 and 11 shows that the higher phase veloc-
ity of the TS waves assists the medium to evolution towards
an isotropic structure much faster, and promotes the mixing
and diffusion processes more quickly.

It should be noted that, in this paper, the HD results are
used only to facilitate the understanding of our observations
of viscoelastic fluids, not for any comparative analysis.

1=0.00 t=2.45

IV. CONCLUSIONS AND OUTLOOK

Strongly coupled dusty plasmas support long-lived co-
herent structures, which can provide a driving force for the
generation of different types of waves and instabilities. Here,
we have examined how density heterogeneity in the incom-
pressible limit of SCDPs responds to the rotating vortex
monopoles, particularly, smooth and sharp cutoff. The SCDPs
have been treated as viscoelastic fluids. Two-dimensional fluid
simulations have been carried out in the framework of the
i-GHD model. The rotating vortices are placed at the interface
of different densities. Some main observations are as follows.

1=9.82 t=14.73

@ 18

FIG. 10. Viscoelastic fluid with coupling parameters n = 5 and t,, = 20. (a) The time evolution of a sharp counterclockwise rotating
vorticity profile (€2 = 2): A pair of ingoing and outgoing wavefronts emanates from the interface and a concomitant KH destabilization
at each of these fronts. (b) Density evolution: The interplay between the ingoing and outgoing wavefronts and KH instability perverts the
formation of regular spiral waves around the rotor. In panel (a) the magenta solid line over the vorticity profile represents the interface of the

respective density evolution to the vorticity.
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t=0.00 t=2.45 t=9.71 t=14.49
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FIG. 11. Viscoelastic fluid with coupling parameters n = 2.5 and 7,, = 20. (a) The time evolution of a sharp counterclockwise rotating
vorticity profile (€2p = 2): A pair of ingoing and outgoing wavefronts emanates from the interface and a concomitant KH destabilization at each
of these fronts. (b) Density evolution: The interplay between the ingoing and outgoing wavefronts and KH instability perverts the formation
of regular spiral waves around the rotor. In panel (a) the magenta solid line over the vorticity profile represents the interface of the respective

density evolution to the vorticity.

(1) A smooth rotating vortex drives the spiral density waves
and shear in flow. The shear flow induces the TS waves into
the surrounding media.

(2) The shear waves move slower in the denser side and
faster in the lighter side. The difference in speeds of the waves
induces a net radial flow of the medium towards the lower
density side, which can be noticed as a shift of the vortex
center in the direction of the density gradient.

(3) The number of spiral arms is proportional to the number
of different densities that coexist over the smooth rotating
structure.

(4) The spiral density waves are distinguishable in the
early time while later they get smeared out. Spiral waves
are observed in many biological, physical, and chemical sys-
tems [64—-68].

(5) A sharp rotating vortex favors KH instability across its
interface. In such flows, the interplay between the emitted TS
waves and the vortices of KH instability distorts the formation
of the regular spiral density arms around the rotor.

(6) By tweaking the coupling parameter values, in the case
of a smooth profile the impact of spiral density waves can be
controlled. In the sharp rotating vortex, transport properties
like mixing and diffusion can be controlled.

(7) An inviscid HD fluid does not support any TS wave so
no shifting is observed to the vortex center due to the density
inhomogeneity.

(8) Density inhomogeneity and the speed variation of shear
waves cause asymmetry in the emergent cylindrical wave-
front.

(9) The coupling strength of a dusty plasma is proportional
to the cube root of the density, which means the denser side
has a larger coupling strength than the lighter one. So, in
vorticity plots, the TS waves get clearer and steeper in the
denser side than in the lighter one.

We believe these results can inspire future experiments.
Here, the density inhomogeneity has a tangential discontinu-
ity. This discontinuity is very common in almost all branches
of the physical sciences. This particular situation in 2D dusty
plasma experiments represents the coexistence of different
density domains with different orientations of the dust grains
and the plasmas near the sheath edge or probe, boundary wall,
etc. Moreover, the presented results can be easily generalized
to other SCDP experiments having density inhomogeneity,
e.g., sech type and parabolic type.

In a three-dimensional system the TS waves may be less
effective because the amplitude of an emerging TS wave
from a spherical source will decrease faster (1/r) than in
the present 2D case (here, 1/4/7). It would also be inter-
esting to see the evolution of such inhomogeneous media
having other types of coherent structures like elliptical, dipole,
and tripole. Furthermore, the inclusion of compressibility in
the present model will make the considered system closer
to a real dusty plasma, where it will be interesting to see
how the energy exchange takes place between both modes
and how the new emerging waves control the expansion and
roll of spiral waves. In single component 2D SCDPs, the
transfer of energy between both the modes has been studied
in [69].
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