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The two- and three-point functions and the four-gluon vertex of three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory are
calculated from their Dyson-Schwinger equations and the three-particle irreducible effective action. Within a
self-contained truncation, various effects of truncating Dyson-Schwinger equations are studied. Estimates for
the errors induced by truncations are derived from comparisons between results from different equations,
comparisons with lattice results, and varying higher Green functions. The results indicate that the two-loop
diagrams are important in the gluon propagator, where they are explicitly calculated, but not for the vertices.
Furthermore, the influence of the four-gluon vertex on lower Green functions is found to be small.
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I. INTRODUCTION

At low momentum transfer, QCD is a strongly coupled
theory. To describe its rich nonperturbative phenomenol-
ogy, e.g., bound states with a dynamically generated mass
and with constituents which cannot be observed as free
particles, corresponding methods are required.
One nonperturbative approach in the continuum is func-

tional equations like Dyson-Schwinger equations (see, e.g.,
Refs. [1–3]), the functional renormalization group (see, e.g.,
Refs. [4–6]), or equations of motion from n-particle irre-
ducible effective actions [7,8]. Applications of functional
equations in QCD are manifold and include the description
of hadrons (see, e.g., Refs. [2,9,10]), investigations of
QCD at high density (see, e.g., Refs. [11,12]), and studies
of the chiral and deconfinement transitions (see, e.g.,
Refs. [13–21]). In such calculations, varying quark masses
down to the chiral limit or introducing a chemical potential
poses no principal obstacle. The drawback is that functional
equations consist of infinitely large sets of equations which
must be truncated for most applications. Typically, it is
difficult to assess the effect a certain truncation has on the
results. In this work, several tests are suggested and applied.
Functional equations are coupled, (non)linear integral

or integro-differential equations formulated in terms of the
correlation functions of a theory. To calculate a specific
set of correlation functions, the nonincluded correlation
functions must be specified by a model. This includes the
possibility of setting it to zero, and all diagrams that contain
it can be dropped. In general, a truncation is thus specified
by (I) the set of correlation functions calculated dynami-
cally, by (II) the set of dropped correlation functions, and
by (III) models for all others.
Unfortunately, there is no general hierarchy of diagrams

valid for all momenta on which to base the construction of
truncations. For example, perturbation theory of course

provides an ordering scheme in terms of the coupling
constant g valid for high momenta, but in the nonpertur-
bative regime, this is no longer applicable. Indeed, exam-
ples are known in which in the deep IR two-loop diagrams
become more important than one-loop diagrams [22]. In
particular, for the midmomentum regime it is difficult to
assess the importance of single diagrams.
For a given truncation, the challenge is thus to assess the

induced error. A straightforward possibility is a comparison
with results from another method like lattice calculations
if they are available. However, typically some model
dependence remains, and comparisons have to be taken
with a grain of salt. This also applies to comparisons
between different truncations.
Nevertheless, by enlarging truncations, one can still learn

something about the importance of different sectors of the
theory. To quote only one example, it was found that in the
Yang-Mills sector ofQCDnonperturbatively generated dress-
ings for vertices [23–25] are less important than in the matter
sector where perturbatively absent dressings are produced by
the dynamical breaking of chiral symmetry [26–30].
While the explicit meaning of truncation is to neglect

certain diagrams or model some correlation functions to
decouple a closed set of equations from the infinite system,
it has to be noted that, strictly speaking, also other
modifications of the equations have to be taken into
account. Some of them seem purely technical, but they
still can have an impact on the solution. A prime example is
certainly spurious divergences in the gluon propagator
Dyson-Schwinger equation (DSE) and how they are
subtracted [31]. Another example is renormalization group
(RG) improvement terms that are added to obtain the
correct resummed perturbative behavior [32,33].
In this work, the DSEs and equations of motion from

the three-particle irreducible (3PI) effective action of
three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory are investigated.
Since this theory is finite, no renormalization is necessary,*markus.huber@uni‑graz.at
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and the handling of spurious divergences is easier com-
pared to the four-dimensional theory. A truncation that
comprises all five primitively divergent correlation func-
tions is introduced in Sec. II. Section III contains a short
review of three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory to which
this truncation is applied and then tested in several ways.
In Secs. IV and V, the influences of the choice of equations
and of the highest included correlation function, the four-
gluon vertex, are investigated. Section VI contains a
comparison with lattice results. Section VII contains some
concluding remarks. The Appendixes contain additional
information on technical details and the handling of
spurious divergences.

II. EQUATIONS OF YANG-MILLS THEORY
AND THEIR TRUNCATIONS

DSEs can be derived from the invariance of the
path integral under translations of the fields; see, e.g.,
Refs. [1–3]. In this work, the DSEs for the propagators,
the three-point functions, and the four-gluon vertex are
investigated. These quantities are parametrized as follows.
The gluon propagator, being completely transverse in the
Landau gauge, is denoted by

Dab
μνðpÞ ¼

δab

p2
Zðp2ÞPμνðpÞ; ð1Þ

where PμνðpÞ ¼ gμν − pμpν=p2 is the transverse projector.
The gluon two-point function, defined as

Γab
μνðpÞ ¼ δabΓðp2ÞPμνðpÞp2; ð2Þ

is the inverse propagator, so Γðp2Þ ¼ 1=Zðp2Þ. The ghost
propagator is given by

DabðpÞ ¼ −δabGðp2Þ 1

p2
: ð3Þ

The ghost-gluon and three-gluon vertices are denoted by

Γabc
μ ðk;p; qÞ ¼ igfabcðAðk2;p2; q2Þpμ þ Bðk2;p2; q2ÞkμÞ;

ð4Þ

Γabc
μνρðp; q; rÞ ¼ igfabcDA3ðp2; q2; r2Þððr − qÞμgνρ þ permÞ;

ð5Þ

respectively. For the ghost-gluon vertex, only the dressing
function Aðk2;p2; q2Þ will be calculated as Bðk2;p2; q2Þ
drops out in the Landau gauge. The expression for the
three-gluon vertex was already reduced to the tree-level
tensor and its dressing. The reason behind this is that other
dressings are known to be small as discussed below.
Finally, the four-gluon vertex, also reduced to the tree-

level tensor, is parametrized as

Γabcd
μνρσ ðp;q;r;sÞ
¼g2DA4ðp;q;r;sÞððgνρgμσ−gμρgνσÞfabifcdi
þðgμσgνρ−gμνgρσÞfacifbdiþðgμρgνσ−gμνgρσÞfadifbciÞ:

ð6Þ

The Dyson-Schwinger equations for the propagators are
depicted in Figs. 1 and 2. For the ghost-gluon vertex, two
equations exist: one in which the bare vertex that appears in
each DSE is connected to the ghost and one in which it is
connected to the gluon legs.1 For easy reference, we will
call the former A-DSE and the latter c-DSE. Figure 3 shows
the truncated equations for the A-DSE and the c-DSE. The
truncated equations for the three- and four-gluon vertices
are depicted in Figs. 4 and 5.

FIG. 1. The ghost propagator Dyson-Schwinger equation.
Here and in all other figures, internal propagators are dressed,
and thick blobs denote dressed vertices, wiggly lines gluons, and
dashed ones ghosts.

FIG. 2. The gluon propagator Dyson-Schwinger equations. The
loop diagrams in the gluon propagator DSE are called the tadpole,
gluon loop, ghost loop, sunset, and squint.

FIG. 3. Top: Truncated c-DSE of the ghost-gluon vertex.
Bottom: Truncated A-DSE of the ghost-gluon vertex. The full
DSEs can be found, for example, in Ref. [3]. The loop diagrams
are called Abelian and non-Abelian triangles.

1Of course, there exists a variant where the antighost leg is
connected to the bare vertex. However, due to the ghost/antighost
symmetry of the Landau gauge [2,34], this equation is basically
identical to the one with the ghost at the bare vertex.
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Truncating a DSE violates Bose symmetry because of
the bare vertex contained in each diagram of DSEs. This
is taken into account by symmetrizing the results of the
equations; see Refs. [23–25] for details. In the three-gluon
vertex DSE, shown in Fig. 4, this entails that only two of
three swordfish diagrams need to be calculated if one
prefactor is adapted, while for the four-gluon vertex,
depicted in Fig. 5, only 5 instead of 15 diagrams need
to be calculated.
To obtain the truncated equations shown in the

figures, the following truncation prescription is used: All
primitively divergent Green functions are kept, and non-
primitively divergent Green functions are set to zero.2

Consequently, the propagator DSEs, which contain only
primitively divergent Green functions, are not truncated. In
the three- and four-point function DSEs, all UV leading
diagrams are retained. To complete the prescription, a DSE
for the ghost-gluon vertex has to be chosen. Consequences
of that choice are discussed in Sec. IV. Note that the tadpole
diagram in the gluon propagator DSE is not dropped. In
most variants of subtracting spurious divergences, the

tadpole diagram is regarded as a pure quadratic divergence.
However, with the method employed here, its finite con-
tributions can be calculated. The fact that it should not be
discarded is furthermore emphasized by the role it plays for
implicit regularization to maintain gauge invariance [36].
As another set of equations, the equations of motion

from the 3PI effective action [8] are considered. The
equations for the three-point functions are shown in
Figs. 6 and 7. The four-gluon vertex corresponds at the
considered order to the bare vertex. The propagator
equations, on the other hand, are identical to the DSEs
in Figs. 1 and 2. Furthermore, it should be noted that the
equations for the three-point functions are very similar to
the DSEs within the chosen truncation scheme and only
differ in the numbers of dressed vertices.
In four dimensions, the Yang-Mills system has been

studied very intensively with DSEs; see, e.g., Ref. [37] for a
short overview. Although there are differences between the
three- and the four-dimensional theories, as summarized in
Sec. III, they have many common features. For example,
both theories are asymptotically free and confining.
Furthermore, evidence indicates that the functional struc-
tures of the two theories are very close so that we can
learn something about four-dimensional Yang-Mills theory
from the three-dimensional one. In particular, from lattice
calculations, it is known, and supported by this work, that
the relevant qualitative behavior of correlation functions in
the nonperturbative regime is the same [38–55]: The gluon
propagator is nonvanishing at zero momentum and has
a bump around 1 GeV; the ghost dressing function is
finite; the ghost-gluon vertex is close to the tree level; and
the three-gluon vertex has a zero crossing. As far as the
hierarchy of diagrams is concerned, both the UVand the IR

FIG. 4. Truncated DSE of the three-gluon vertex. The full one
can be found, e.g., in Ref. [35]. The loop diagrams are called the
ghost triangle, gluon triangle, static swordfish, and dynamic
swordfish. The dynamic swordfish is required only once (with a
modified symmetry factor) because of the symmetrization ap-
plied to the results.

FIG. 5. Truncated DSE of the four-gluon vertex. The loop
diagrams are called the ghost box, gluon box, swordfish, static
triangle, and dynamic triangle.

FIG. 6. Equation of motion from the 3PI effective action for the
ghost-gluon vertex.

FIG. 7. Equation of motion from the 3PI effective action for the
three-gluon vertex.

2The expression primitively divergent is used in analogy to
four dimensions, although all Green functions are finite in three
dimensions.
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hierarchy are the same. For the former, this statement is
trivial, since it is the same loop expansion in the coupling.
The latter case is strongly supported by the results obtained
in this work which compare favorably with all available
results in four dimensions even down to the hierarchy of
diagrams in the gluon propagator DSE [31,56]. For the
deep IR and the scaling type solution, it is even possible to
show that the complete hierarchy of correlation functions,
viz., without applying any truncations, is the same as in
four dimensions [57]. Although the scaling solution is not
seen in lattice calculations, it is a viable choice for func-
tional equations and can, as in this case, provide additional
information. In summary, all evidence supports that three-
and four-dimensional Yang-Mills theories work similarly.
Before turning to the three-dimensional theory, for refer-
ence, the main results in four dimensions are summarized
below. Some of them will be explicitly tested in three
dimensions.
The importance of ghost contributions was recognized

long ago [32,58] and subsequently often confirmed, e.g.,
Refs. [31,59–61]. Qualitative agreement with lattice results
[45,62–64] in the IR region was obtained when the
so-called decoupling solution was found [65–67]. All the
results from functional equations up to that point used
models for the vertices. The ghost-gluon vertex was
typically taken as bare, which is indeed comparatively
close to the true vertex [33,40,68–70] although the devia-
tions do have a quantitative effect on the propagators
[33,70]. A three-gluon vertex model that contains the most
notable features of the vertex like a zero crossing in the
IR and Bose symmetry was introduced in Ref. [33]. As
expected, the three-gluon vertex has a severe quantitative,
but not qualitative, impact on the gluon propagator. When
results for the three-point functions became available, it
turned out that, even with such improved input, the gluon
propagator cannot be described satisfactorily [23].
Consequently, the missing contributions were attributed
to the two-loop diagrams, which were investigated pre-
viously in Refs. [27,56,71,72]. On the other hand, the
found level of agreement between the available results
for three-point functions and lattice results indicates that a
one-loop truncation is satisfactory in this case [23,24].
The highest calculated dressing function up to now is the

four-gluon vertex. Calculations with fixed input showed
that the tree-level dressing function has only relatively
small nonperturbative contributions [25,73]. The same is
valid for further dressing functions investigated in
Ref. [25]. The four-gluon vertex appears in the so-called
sunset diagram of the gluon propagator and is thus required
for the direct calculation of two-loop diagram effects.
As explained, in four dimensions, all primitively diver-

gent Green functions have already been calculated, partly
even from coupled systems. It should be stressed that
retaining only these vertices, in all diagrams, the resulting
truncated set of DSEs is self-contained. At least in the

three-dimensional case, it seems also to be the lowest
working nontrivial truncation without models, since lower
truncations, for example, with the propagators and the
ghost-gluon vertex included and all other vertices set to
zero, did not lead to convergent solutions. Furthermore, the
four-gluon vertex is required to have a consistent treatment
of the UV behavior which is a minimum requirement for a
truncation working well at all momenta. It remains to be
tested if the calculation of all five primitively divergent
Green functions indeed provides a good quantitative
description.
One crucial point in answering this question concerns the

treatment of spurious divergences which plague the gluon
propagator DSE. Looking at the four-dimensional case,
power counting shows that the superficial degree of diver-
gence is 2; viz., the equation is quadratically divergent.
However, gauge symmetry entails that the gluon
self-energy is proportional to gμνp2 − pμpν, which lowers
the degree of divergence by 2, and it boils down to a
logarithmic divergence. Unfortunately, many regularizations
break gauge symmetry, and quadratic divergences reappear.
This is not a problem specific to DSEs but occurs for such
regularizations already at the perturbative level. Since these
divergences do not appear in dimensional regularization,
which is the standard regularization in perturbation theory,
they are not problematic for many perturbative investiga-
tions, though. For a numerical calculation, dimensional
regularization is at best difficult to realize and maybe not
even applicable at all [74,75]. The standard numerical
regularization is a hard UV cutoff for which quadratic
divergences that have to be dealt with appear.
In the literature, many ways can be found to reduce the

cutoff dependence to a logarithmic one; see Ref. [31] for an
overview. However, this procedure is not unique due to the
finite part of the divergences. Unfortunately, the IR leading
part of the gluon propagator DSE has the same 1=p2

behavior as the spurious divergences, and the separation
of the infinite and the finite parts becomes crucial. In
Ref. [31], it was shown that the origin of spurious
divergences is purely perturbative. Thus, one necessary
requirement of any subtraction procedure should be that
it does not interfere with the nonperturbative part. This
restricts the number of choices for the subtraction of
spurious divergences.
Here, I extend the approach put forward in Ref. [31],

which is a minimal subtraction where the subtracted terms
correspond exactly to those generated in perturbation
theory. In the case of a truncation that only involves the
propagators dynamically and uses models for the vertices,
the subtraction terms can be calculated analytically. As
soon as the vertices are treated dynamically as well, this is
no longer possible. First of all, the perturbative expression
with full momentum dependence in cutoff regularization,
which is required for such a calculation, is not known
analytically for the three-gluon vertex. Second, it is not
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clear yet how well the UV behavior at the one-loop
resummed level, which is also required for this calculation,
can be reproduced for the three-gluon vertex [23,24]. Even
for the ghost-gluon vertex, which is asymptotically trivial,
the small corrections to the tree-level behavior at finite
momenta are important and spoil the naive approach
of taking for such calculations a trivial vertex in the UV.
For two-loop diagrams, the same problems apply.
In three dimensions, the case is simpler. The main

reason for this is the absence of renormalization (except
for the spurious divergences). This makes the UV behavior
of the dressings simpler. The procedure is explained in
Appendix B. To summarize it, two-loop diagrams and
vertices can be taken into account by fitting the subtraction
coefficient to the known analytic form.

III. YANG-MILLS THEORY IN
THREE DIMENSIONS

Going from four to three space-time dimensions has
several advantages, while it is expected that many quali-
tative features of Green functions remain the same; see,
e.g., Ref. [76]. However, the advantages are distinct for
continuum and lattice methods. For the latter, the reduction
of space-time dimensions allows larger lattices (allows
refers to reduction) to be used, and thus the IR regime is
more easily accessible. Furthermore, the reduced comput-
ing requirements allow better statistics and thus make three
dimensions also interesting for the investigation of the
Gribov problem; see, e.g., Ref. [77] and references therein.
Propagators have been studied quite extensively [38–55],
whereas for three-point functions, results are similarly as
scarce as in four dimensions [40,44,78]. However, the
statistics are better for three than for four dimensions.
The lower number of space-time dimensions does not

directly affect the required computing time for functional
equations of low n-point functions since some integrations
can be done analytically. Only for four-point functions, one
integration fewer has to be done, and computing time is
reduced. The reason for using three dimensions in this work
is the absence of renormalization and thus resummation
that entails a significant simplification of the treatment
of spurious divergences. In two dimensions, similar argu-
ments apply, but already standard perturbation theory fails
in two dimensions due to IR singularities. Also, for DSE
calculations, it was found that the mixing of the IR and UV
regimes leads to nontrivial UV problems [35] which make
two-dimensional Yang-Mills theory less suitable for the
present investigation.
A physical motivation for understanding three-

dimensional Yang-Mills theory is, upon adding an adjoint
scalar, that it is the high temperature asymptotic limit of the
four-dimensional theory. This system was investigated in
Ref. [79]. Further continuum studies of three-dimensional
Yang-Mills theory can be found in Refs. [57,61,69,79–81].
Within the (refined)Gribov-Zwanziger (GZ/RGZ) framework

it was investigated in Ref. [82]. In Refs. [83–85] a massive
extension of Yang-Mills theory was considered.
One consequence of lowering the dimension is that all

equations become finite with the exception of the gluon DSE
where spurious divergences appear. The lower dimension is
also reflected in the couplingconstantg that has the dimension
of ðmassÞ12. Furthermore, the lower dimension of the integral
has some direct consequences for the asymptotic regimes.
In the UV, the dressings behave at leading order like 1=p;
see Appendix B. In the IR, on the other hand, logarithmic
divergences as appear, for instance, in the vertices
[23,24,61,85] typically become linear. For the three-gluon
vertex, this was already found in Refs. [61,85]. Here, this is
confirmed and observed for the four-gluon vertex as well.

IV. CHOICE OF EQUATIONS

In this section, two comparisons are done. First, results
from the three different equations for the ghost-gluon vertex
are compared. Second, results from the full DSE truncation
are compared to results from the 3PI effective action.

A. Ghost-gluon vertex equation

In the employed truncation scheme only two diagrams
remain in the ghost-gluon vertex equations, the Abelian and
non-Abelian triangles. The only difference between the
different equations consists in the position of the bare
vertex or its nonexistence in case of the 3PI equation. In
case of the c-DSE, only one diagram containing a ghost-
gluon four-point function is dropped, while for the A-DSE,
nine diagrams are dropped (seven two-loop diagrams and
two one-loop diagrams containing a quartic ghost function
or a ghost-gluon four-point function; see Ref. [3] for the
full equations). A priori, there is no reason to expect that
different equations, once they are truncated, yield quanti-
tatively equal results. The difference between solutions
can be interpreted as an estimate of the truncation error.
From the ghost-gluon vertex example, it is also obvious
that, depending on the truncation, one equation might be
the better choice. For instance, if the ghost-gluon four-point
function is added, the c-DSE becomes an exact equation,
while in the A-DSE, there are still missing diagrams. Within
the current truncation, however, the contribution of the
dropped diagram in the c-DSE is not known, and we do not
know which equation yields better results.
To compare results from the three different equations,

they are solved with fixed input that was obtained from the
full system; see Sec. VI. In Fig. 8, the obtained dressings
of the ghost-gluon vertex are shown. The contributions
from the single diagrams are depicted in Fig. 9. As can
clearly be seen, the height of the vertex dressing varies with
the A-DSE yielding the lowest and the c-DSE the highest
dressing. The main difference comes, as expected, from the
non-Abelian diagram. Interestingly, the result from the 3PI
effective action is very close to the average of the two DSE
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results. Using the maximal ratio of the maxima of the
complete set of points obtained for each equation as an
estimate of the truncation error eghg, it can be quantified as
eghg ¼ 13%. Note that the difference for the configurations
shown is even lower and typically below 10%.

B. DSEs vs 3PI

To assess the influence the uncertainty in the ghost-gluon
vertex has on other correlation functions, the full systems of
equations are now considered for DSEs and the 3PI effective
action. For the DSE system, the A-DSE is chosen for the

ghost-gluon vertex. The corresponding results are depicted
in Figs. 10, 11, and 12. The error estimation from the ghost-
gluon vertex is eghg ¼ 12% with the 3PI results being below
the results from the DSE as can be seen in Fig. 12. The fact
that the ghost-gluon vertex dressing from the 3PI effective
action is reduced is also known from four dimensions [30].
The effect in the three-gluon vertex, shown in Fig. 12, is very
small with a shift of the zero crossing the most notable
change; viz., changes are only visible below 500 MeV.
The propagators, see Fig. 10, also differ in the IR, while a
difference in the midmomentum regime is only visible for
the gluon. In summary, both DSEs and 3PI equations yield
similar results with the largest differences for the ghost-
gluon vertex in the midmomentum regime and for the
propagators in the deep IR. Given the found degree of
agreement, one can conclude that using DSEs or 3PI
equations leads to very similar results. Since in the 3PI
formalism no dressed four-gluon vertex appears within the
employed truncation, this setup is technically easier.

V. HIGHER GREEN FUNCTIONS: EFFECT
OF THE FOUR-GLUON VERTEX

One possibility to test the reliability of a truncation is to
include more quantities dynamically. However, such tests
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FIG. 8. Ghost-gluon vertex dressing function calculated with
fixed input from different equations. Dark/light lines correspond
to x ¼ 0=x ¼ p2.
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FIG. 9. Contributions of the Abelian (top) and non-Abelian
(bottom) diagrams of the ghost-gluon vertex DSE calculated with
fixed input from different equations. Dark/light lines corresponds
to x ¼ 0=x ¼ p2.

c- DSE

3PI

1 2 3 4 5

p[GeV]

0.5

1.0

1.5

Z
(p

2
)

FIG. 10. Comparison of results from the DSE and the 3PI
systems for the gluon dressing function.
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FIG. 11. Comparison of results from the DSE and the 3PI
systems for the ghost dressing function.
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must be interpreted with care. The reason is twofold. First
of all, one has to keep in mind what the function of the
model that is replaced by its dynamic counterpart was. In
case it was designed to improve the results for some other
quantity without regard to its correct behavior, this replace-
ment might not improve the results. A typical example is
the three-gluon vertex in the gluon propagator DSE. The
choice of the model has a large impact on the quantitative
behavior of the gluon dressing function. In fact, models
exist that can be tuned such that the gluon propagator is
in good agreement with lattice results thereby effectively
mimicking two-loop effects [33]. This also works when
quarks are included [30]. When this model is compared to
results from the lattice [40] and dynamical DSE calcula-
tions, clear differences in the nonperturbative regime are
visible [23,24,33,61]. In this case, adding the three-gluon
vertex dynamically requires the inclusion of other quan-
tities as well in order to obtain good results.
The second caveat is the quality of the truncation of the

dynamical equation for the added quantity. While this
seems like having the same problem again at the next level,
it turns out at least in Yang-Mills theory that for higher
Green function truncation effects become less severe. This

is indicated by results for three-point functions, which
compare favorably to lattice results [23,24,33,70], as well
as by the observation that the deviation from the tree level
becomes small for the four-gluon vertex [25,73]. In this
work, this is confirmed in Sec. VI.
In this section, we have a look at the impact of the four-

gluon vertex as the highest Green function contained in the
truncation. As will be shown in Sec. VI, see in particular
Fig. 26, the tree-level dressing function deviates in the
midmomentum regime only mildly from the tree level, and
an IR divergence is observed in the deep IR. To assess the
influence of these deviations, the system of propagators and
three-point functions was calculated using a bare four-point
function. The results for the propagator dressing functions
are shown in Figs. 13 and 14 and those for the three-point
functions in Fig. 15. It can clearly be seen that the
difference is relatively small and a bare four-gluon vertex
provides already a rather good approximation. However,
it has to be pointed out that in four dimensions the
model employed for the four-gluon vertex plays a crucial
role in the three-gluon vertex DSE to obtain a convergent
solution [23,24].
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FIG. 12. Comparison of results from the DSE and the 3PI systems for the ghost-gluon vertex and three-gluon vertex dressing
functions.
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FIG. 13. Gluon dressing function from the full system with a
bare (green, dashed line) and a dynamic four-gluon vertex
(red, continuous line).
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FIG. 14. Ghost dressing from the full system with a bare
(green, dashed line) and a dynamic four-gluon vertex
(red, continuous line).
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VI. COMPARISON WITH LATTICE RESULTS

In this section, the results from the full system are
compared to lattice results. Before making such compar-
isons, two things have to be discussed. The first one is
related to the physical scale of the results from the func-
tional equations. As no appropriate observable is calculated
to determine the scale, it is inferred from the lattice results
where the scale was set from the string tension with
σ ¼ ð440 MeVÞ2. The employed prescription is to set
the maximum of the gluon dressing function at the same

location as in the lattice results. However, since the
DSE results are not on top of the lattice results, this
procedure is ambiguous. Thus, when comparing directly
to lattice data, a band is shown, the boundaries of which
are determined by assuming a variation of the maximum
between 90 and 125%. In Fig. 16, it can be seen that this
corresponds to a plausible interval for the maximum. For
the results shown in the previous sections, the maximum
was set at 1.025 GeV.
Another issue of comparisons between lattice and

continuum results is related to the question of nonpertur-
bative gauge fixing. There is evidence from lattice calcu-
lations that in the IR regime dressing functions depend on
the gauge fixing algorithm; see, e.g., Refs. [42,52,86–89]
for four dimensions and Refs. [42,50,52,53,90] for
three dimensions. Also, for functional equations, a family
of solutions exists in four dimensions [65,67,91].
Unfortunately, it is not clear how to set solutions from
the lattice, where the differences come from choosing
different but physically equivalent gauge configurations,
and from continuum calculations, where different members
of this family are chosen via a boundary condition of the
ghost propagator DSE [67], into a direct relation.
To illustrate the magnitude of such effects, it is instruc-

tive to look at results for the ghost dressing function from
Ref. [90] where different sampling procedures are used.
The two most extreme results for the ghost dressing
function differ at 500 MeV by 50% and more at lower
momenta. The lower solution even shows a maximum.
Up to now, such effects have been investigated only for
propagators, but they are likely to exist also for vertices to
cancel any effects on physical observables.
In this work, no specific value for the ghost boundary

condition was chosen as, in contrast to typical calculations
in four dimensions, the unsubtracted ghost propagator DSE
was used. When using the subtracted equation, the boun-
dary condition could be set to a specific value, but the ghost
dressing function was found not to connect smoothly to the
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FIG. 15. Ghost-gluon vertex (top) and three-gluon vertex
(bottom) dressing from the full system with a bare (green, dashed
line) and a dynamic four-gluon vertex (red, continuous line).

FIG. 16. Gluon dressing function (left) and gluon propagator (right) from the full system in comparison to lattice results [54]. Lattice
momenta are along the x axis. The shown lattice results correspond to lattice sizes between N ¼ 68 and N ¼ 88 and β values between
3.48 and 19.2. The band is obtained by varying the maximum of the gluon dressing function between 922 and 1282 MeV.
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UV regime. In four dimensions, this works straightfor-
wardly because of the logarithmic running of the dressing
functions in the UV. However, it appears that some more
elaborate technique is necessary to produce a family of
solutions in three dimensions. This is also supported by
the fact that the vertices have a significant influence on the
specific IR behavior as was explicitly investigated for
the system of the propagators alone using models for the
vertices. For example, with one particular class of models
for the three-gluon vertex, it was even possible to obtain a
scaling solution using the unsubtracted ghost equation by
only demanding the appropriate IR extrapolation. Since it is
not known how close the lattice solution should be to the
solution obtained here, the presented comparisons can only
give some impression about the agreement. In the plots,
results from the minimal Landau gauge are used except for
Fig. 17 where also the result for the absolute Landau gauge
is shown.
In Fig. 16, the gluon dressing function and the gluon

propagator are shown. Due to the factor 1=p2 compared to

the dressing function, the differences for the propagator are
most pronounced at low momenta. To explicitly show the
magnitude of the deviation, the ratio of the gluon propa-
gator obtained from the lattice over the result from DSEs is
shown in Fig. 17. In addition to the band obtained from
varying the scale, two different solutions from the lattice
that vary only in the way the gauge is fixed are shown.
In one case, the first Gribov copy is taken, whereas in
the other, the gauge fixing algorithm chooses the Gribov
copy with the lowest integrated gluon propagator. Below
500MeV, these two algorithms yield different results which
survive also in the continuum limit [53].
The ghost propagator dressing function is shown in

Fig. 18, and the ratio between lattice and continuum results
is shown in Fig. 19. The ghost propagator from the
DSE is systematically below the lattice results. However,
the extreme solution mentioned above with a maximum
of the dressing function [90] lies in the IR below the
continuum solution. The coupling, calculated from the
propagator dressing function as

αðp2Þ ¼ g2

4π
G2ðp2ÞZðp2Þ; ð7Þ

is shown in Fig. 20.
The behavior of both propagators follows in the UV the

one-loop form, 1þ cgh=glg2=p, but the coefficients cgh and

FIG. 17. Ratio of the gluon propagator from the lattice [53] and
the full DSE system. Lattice data are for β ¼ 10.21 and N ¼ 96.
The band is obtained by varying the maximum of the gluon
dressing function between 922 and 1282 MeV. The red (lower)
and green (upper) branches of the lattice data correspond to using
the best and the first Gribov copy in the gauge fixing algorithm,
respectively.

FIG. 18. Ghost dressing from the full system in comparison to
lattice results [54]. The parameters of the lattice setup are the
same as in Fig. 16.

FIG. 19. Ratio of the ghost propagator from the lattice [54] and
the full DSE system. The parameters of the lattice setup are
N ¼ 68 with β ¼ 9.21 and N ¼ 74 with β ¼ 4.15.
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FIG. 20. Coupling calculated from the propagators.
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cgl are slightly modified at the level of 5%. See Appendix B
for the exact perturbative expressions. This was already
observed in Ref. [54], where it was found that the lattice
data for the ghost and the gluon dressing functions cannot
be described with the same value for the coupling g.
Possible sources of this modification are nonperturbative
contributions or higher order corrections.
For the gluon dressing function, an interesting question

concerns the importance of single diagrams. To answer this,

the contributions of each single diagram to the two-point
function rescaled by p2 are shown in Fig. 21. The spurious
divergences were fitted for each diagram separately to
obtain the finite contributions. As expected, the gluon loop
is the dominant diagram in the UV. Also in the midmo-
mentum regime, it plays an important role. The ghost loop
becomes important at low momenta. The tadpole can only
contribute with a momentum independent constant. The
two-loop diagrams also have a clear hierarchy with the
squint diagram being more important than the sunset.
Indeed, the squint diagram yields the second largest
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FIG. 21. Contributions of individual diagrams to the gluon
propagator DSE. Continuous/dotted lines denote positive/
negative values.
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FIG. 22. Ghost-gluon vertex dressing from the full system in
comparison with lattice results [78] (top) and the contributions
from single diagrams (bottom). The shown lattice results corre-
spond to lattice size N ¼ 60 and β ¼ 3.18, 5.61, and 10.5.
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FIG. 23. Ratio of the ghost-gluon vertex dressing from the
lattice (N ¼ 60, β ¼ 10.5) [78] over the DSE result. The red
(inner) lines correspond to the results obtained from varying the
scale, and the green (outer) lines represent the error from the
lattice calculation.
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FIG. 24. Three-gluon vertex dressing from the full system in
comparison with lattice results [40] (top) and the contributions
from single diagrams (bottom). The shown lattice results corre-
spond to lattice sizes N ¼ 40 and 60 and β ¼ 4.1 and 6.
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contribution around 1 GeV. This explicitly confirms results
from four dimensions [56].
For the three-point functions, results from the symmetric

point configuration are shown. Other configurations are
qualitatively similar. The results for the ghost-gluon vertex
are depicted in Fig. 22. The qualitative form is the same as
that of the lattice results. However, the maxima of the two
bumps do not coincide. The source of this deviation is
currently not known. In Fig. 22, also the contributions of
the two diagrams are shown. Their importance depends on
the specific kinematic configuration. The ratio of lattice and

continuum results is depicted in Fig. 23. Again a band
obtained from varying the scale is shown. In addition, the
lattice error is added. It was found that for all configurations
the deviation is always below 20%. In particular, above
1.5 GeV, the agreement is good.
The three-gluon vertex, shown in Fig. 24, agrees well

with the lattice data. The position of the zero crossing is in
the deep IR. This is expected from lattice results. However,
in four dimensions, the position depends on the RG
improvement employed for the three-gluon vertex DSE
[24]. In three dimensions, there is no reason to introduce
such a term, and the fact that it is not required is consistent.
The position of the zero crossing is close to the value of
134 Mev determined in Ref. [61]. Below the zero crossing,
the three-gluon vertex diverges linearly which confirms the
findings of Refs. [61,85]. The ratio of lattice and continuum
results is shown in Fig. 25. Because of the large error bars
at larger momenta, no band for the error is shown, but the
error bars themselves are added on top of the results.
Finally, the results for the four-gluon vertex are discussed

and are shown in Figs. 26 and 27. Three different kinematic
configurations, indicated by pA, pB, and pC, are shown;
for details, see Ref. [25]. As can be seen in Fig. 26, the
swordfish and triangle diagrams yield the largest contri-
butions. The ghost box is very small except for a linear IR
divergence for configurations B and C. The total tree-level
dressing of the vertex shows that the deviations from a bare
vertex are very small.
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FIG. 25. Ratio of the three-gluon vertex dressing from the
lattice (N ¼ 60, β ¼ 6) [40] over the DSE result. The connected
points correspond to the results obtained from varying the scale.
The error bars from the lattice are added on top of that.
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FIG. 26. Tree-level dressing of the four-gluon vertex for different kinematic configurations (top left) and the individual contributions
of single diagrams (top right and bottom).
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The complete four-gluon vertex is constructed from a
basis of 8 color and 136 Lorentz tensors, 41 of which
are transverse [92]. The calculation of the corresponding
dressing functions is beyond the scope of this work.
However, a few selected projections, see Ref. [25] for
details, are shown in Fig. 27. The small wiggles observed
for some diagrams are numeric artifacts. The qualitative
picture is the same as for the tree-level dressing: The ghost
box is small with a linear divergence in the IR, and the
gluon triangle and the swordfish diagrams yield large
contributions. A notable difference is that the gluon box
yields a larger contribution than for the tree-level dressing.
Still, the sum of all diagrams is close to zero. This confirms
the findings of Ref. [25] that at least the investigated
dressings beyond the tree-level dressing are small. Also,
the IR divergence sets in at a very low scale. This explains
the small influence of the four-gluon vertex on other
correlation functions discussed in Sec. V.
In summary, the deviation of the DSE results from the

lattice results is below 20% to a large extent. The largest
deviation in terms of the ratio of the lattice over the
continuum results was found for the ghost dressing
function. Unfortunately, the possibility of different solu-
tions does not allow one to draw any final conclusion about
this deviation. However, a possible explanation for this
might be the ghost-gluon vertex. It is clear from previous
works [33,70] and the present work that the ghost-gluon
vertex has a quantitative influence on the ghost propagator.

Using a model for the vertex, it was tested that the ghost
dressing function can indeed be changed, and this has also
an effect on the strength of the gluon propagator. Finally,
one should also note that the effects from different gauge
fixing algorithms lie in the momentum regions where the
deviation from lattice results is found to be largest: in
the deep IR below 500 MeV for the gluon propagator
[50,53,90] and for the ghost dressing function also at
slightly higher momenta [90].

VII. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this work, the set of the Dyson-Schwinger equations
for the five primitively divergent Green functions of
three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory was investigated.
The employed truncation prescription only drops diagrams
with nonprimitively divergent Green functions leaving
the propagator equations untouched and reducing the
vertex equations to the UV leading one-loop diagrams.
An important feature of this truncation is that it is self-
contained and there is no freedom to model anything.
Three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory was chosen since it

has several technical advantages over four dimensions which
are related to the absence of renormalization. The most
important one is that it was possible to extend the method for
the subtraction of spurious divergences from Ref. [31] to
include dynamic vertices and two-loop diagrams. How to do
this is currently unknown for four dimensions, but this work
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FIG. 27. Various dressing functions of the four-gluon vertex (top left) and the individual contributions of single diagrams (top right and
bottom).
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provided some helpful insight. Another advantage is that
there is no reason to introduce renormalization group
improvement terms. In four dimensions, such terms are
necessary within typical truncations to obtain good UV
properties, e.g., the correct anomalous dimensions of the
propagators. However, they do have a quantitative influence
as well. The observation that these terms do not have a large
influence in three dimensions, where there is a priori no
reason to introduce them, highlights once more that these
terms should be better understood in four dimensions. In a
nutshell one can say that the three-dimensional theory allows
focusing on the investigation of pure truncation effects by
avoiding a certain type of systematic uncertainties.
A main focus of this work was the analysis of the stability

and reliability of truncating DSEs of Yang-Mills theory.
Changing various points of the truncation like the employed
equation for the ghost-gluon vertex showed that only small
changes occur. As an alternative to DSEs, also the equations
of motion from the 3PI effective action were used. At the
employed level of truncations, the results turned out to bevery
similar. One reason for this is the four-gluon vertex, which is
bare in the 3PI setup. The explicit DSE calculation showed
that the deviations from the tree level are indeed small.
It should be emphasized that for the gluonic vertices this is

not the result of small contributions from single diagrams but
comes from cancellations between the diagrams. In the
three-gluon vertex, the deviation from the tree level starts
around 1 GeVand is mainly driven by the ghost triangle. The
sum of the other diagrams, which are not small by
themselves, is very small above 1 GeV. The situation for
the four-gluon vertex is similar. The same was already
observed in four dimensions [23–25], but without the
logarithmic running of the dressing function, this behavior
is even more pronounced and also independent from the
question of RG improvement terms. Note that for the ghost-
gluon vertex no cancellations appear since—within this
truncation—all contributions are positive. The presence of
strong cancellations is of course interesting from the point of
view of future truncations that might neglect sets of diagrams
which sum up to a small contribution only. On the other
hand, the question pops up about what the contributions of
diagrams neglected in the present truncation are. If there is a
similar cancellation mechanism at work, it could well be that
adding only some of these diagrams could make the results
worse again. The study of higher correlation functions could
shed some light on this question.
The results obtained in this work improve in various ways

our understanding of how to use functional equations in four
dimensions. An important aspect is that it is expected that the
hierarchy of the relevance of various Green functions is the
same in three and four dimensions. Thus, in four dimensions,
the same truncation should yield quantitatively good results.
The importance of various parts of the truncation was found
to be as already known or conjectured in four dimensions.
Especially, the impact of two-loop diagrams in the gluon

propagator DSE, in particular, of the squint diagram, is
confirmed. For the three-gluon vertex, on the other hand, the
results clearly indicate that a one-loop truncation is suffi-
cient. Furthermore, the treatment of spurious divergences,
which has a quantitative impact on the solutions, was shown
to work also for dynamic vertices and two-loop diagrams.
A generalization to four dimensions, which is complicated
by the RG resummation, is a prerequisite for future studies.
It should be noted that unquenching does not change the
main conclusions of this work. For example, the gluon
propagator DSE is unquenched by adding a single one-loop
diagram which suppresses the gluon dressing function in
the midmomentum regime; see, e.g., Refs. [93,94]. For the
three-point functions, the effect is of the same magnitude or
even lower [30].
In summary, the results of this work provide further

evidence that functional equations are a reliable approach
for the calculation of the elementary Green functions.
These, in turn, provide access to physically relevant
quantities like properties of different phases or bound
states. Often such calculations rely on phenomenological
models or use fits of lattice data. However, in cases where
such fits are not available, for example, at nonzero chemical
potential, self-consistent calculations of the underlying
quantities provide an alternative approach. Its applicability
and feasibility in the vacuumwere exemplified in this work.
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APPENDIX A: TECHNICAL DETAILS

Three-dimensional Yang-Mills theory is from the cal-
culational point of view in many respects similar to the
four-dimensional theory. Here, I only refer to the relevant
literature and note any differences.
The equations were derived with the Mathematica [96]

application DoFun [3,97]. For some algebraic manipulations
of integral kernels, Form was used [98]. In particular, the
integral kernels of the four-gluon vertex were optimized
with the routines provided by Form [99]. The framework of
CrasyDSE was used for the numerical implementation
[100]. Since the DSEs are finite in three dimensions, the
equations were not used in a subtracted form as often done
in four dimensions.
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In four dimensions, the coupling is related to the
scale via dimensional transmutation. In three dimen-
sions, the explicit mass dependence of the coupling sets
the scale; see, e.g., Ref. [76]. Thus, any change in the
coupling corresponds to a shift of the momentum scale,
e.g., Gðp2Þjag ¼ Gðp2=a4Þjg. To be explicit, all calcu-
lations were performed with g ¼ 1, and physical units
were obtained by taking over the lattice scale via
putting the peak of the gluon dressing at the same
place; see Sec. VI.

For details on how to solve the vertices, see
Refs. [23,25]. For the solution of the full system of
equations, a simple fixed-point iteration was employed.
The gauge group SUð2Þ was used throughout this work, as
this is the gauge group also employed in most available
lattice calculations in three dimensions.
The equations for the propagators can be found in many

previous works. Specifically, the one-loop expressions can
be found, e.g., in Refs. [31,33]. Only the integral measureR
d4q=ð2πÞ4 must be replaced by

Z
d3q
ð2πÞ3 ¼

1

ð2πÞ3
Z

dqq2
Z

2π

0

dϕ
Z

π

0

dθ sin θ: ðA1Þ

The two-loop terms in the gluon propagator DSE are given by

Σsquintðp2Þ ¼
Z

d3q1
ð2πÞ3

Z
d3q2
ð2πÞ3 Ksqðp; q1; q2ÞDA3ðp2; ðpþ q1Þ2; q21ÞDA3ðq21; ðq1 − q2Þ2; q22Þ

× Zððpþ q1Þ2ÞZððq1 − q2Þ2ÞZðq21ÞZðq22Þ; ðA2Þ

Σsunsetðp2Þ ¼
Z

d3q1
ð2πÞ3

Z
d3q2
ð2πÞ3Ksuðp; q1; q2ÞDA4ðp2; ðq1 − q2Þ2; ðpþ q1Þ2; q22ÞÞZððpþ q1Þ2ÞZððq1 − q2Þ2ÞZðq22Þ;

ðA3Þ

with the kernels (in d dimensions)

Ksqðp;q1; q2Þ ¼ 3ðð4q21q22ðq21 − 3ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þðp:q1Þ3 þ ðp:q1Þ2ðq21q22ððp2 þ 3q21Þðq21 − 3ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þ
þ ðpþ q1Þ2ð−11q21 þ 2dq21 þ ð21− 6dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ 3q22 − 2dq22ÞÞ þ q22ððp2 − q21Þðq21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þ
þ ðpþ q1Þ2ð7q21 − ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22ÞÞq1:q2 þ ð−p2 þ q21 þ ðpþ q1Þ2Þðq21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þðq1:q2Þ2
þ 4q21p:q2ðq22ð−q21 − ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þ þ 2ðq1 − q2Þ2q1:q2ÞÞ þ p:q1ð−2q21p:q2ððp2 þ q21 þ ð−3þ dÞ
× ðpþ q1Þ2Þq22ðq21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þ− ððp2 þ 3q21Þðq1 − q2Þ2 þ ðp2 − q21Þðq21 − q22Þ
þ ðpþ q1Þ2ð3q21 þ ð−9þ 2dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22ÞÞq1:q2 þ 4ðpþ q1Þ2ðq1:q2Þ2Þ
þp2ðq21q22ð4p2q21 − dp2q21 − 8q41 þ dq41 þ 3ðð−2þ dÞp2 − ð−6þ dÞq21Þðq1 − q2Þ2 þ dp2q22 þ 4q21q

2
2

− dq21q
2
2 þ ðpþ q1Þ2ðð−4þ dÞq21 − 3ð−2þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 − dq22ÞÞ þ q22ð7q41 þ 3q21ðpþ q1Þ2

þ ðp2 þ 3q21 − ðpþ q1Þ2Þðq1 − q2Þ2 − 3q21q
2
2 þ ðpþ q1Þ2q22 −p2ð3q21 þ q22ÞÞq1:q2

þ ðð−p2 − 7q21 þ ðpþ q1Þ2Þðq1 − q2Þ2 þ ð−p2 þ q21 þ ðpþ q1Þ2Þðq21 − q22ÞÞðq1:q2Þ2ÞÞ
þ q21ðq21ðp2 − q21 þ ðpþ q1Þ2Þð−q21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þðp:q2Þ2 þ p2ð−p2 þ q21 þ ðpþ q1Þ2Þp:q2
× ð−ð−2þ dÞq22ðq21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þ þ 2ðq21 þ ð−3þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þq1:q2 − 4ðq1:q2Þ2Þ
þp2ðq21q22ð3ðð−1þ dÞp2 − ð−5þ dÞq21Þðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q21ðð−7þ dÞq21 − ð−3þ dÞq22Þ
þp2ð3q21 − dq21 þ q22 þ dq22ÞÞ þ q22ðdðp2 − q21Þðq21 þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22Þ þ 4q21ð−p2 þ 2q21

þ ðq1 − q2Þ2 − q22ÞÞq1:q2 þ ððð3− 2dÞp2 þ ð−11þ 2dÞq21Þðq1 − q2Þ2 − ðp2 − q21Þð3q21 þ q22ÞÞðq1:q2Þ2
þ 4ðp2 − q21Þðq1:q2Þ3 þ ðpþ q1Þ2ð−3q21q22ðð−5þ dÞq21 − 3ð−3þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22 − dq22Þ
þ 3q22ðð−6þ dÞq21 þ ð−2þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 − ð−2þ dÞq22Þq1:q2 − 3ð3q21 þ ð−7þ 2dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þ
× ðq1:q2Þ2 þ 12ðq1:q2Þ3ÞÞÞÞÞ=ð4ðd− 1Þp4q41ðpþ q1Þ4ðq1 − q2Þ4q42Þ; ðA4Þ
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Ksuðp;q1; q2Þ ¼ −ðð3q22ðp:q1Þ3 þ ðp:q2Þ4 þ ðp:q2Þ3ð−q21 þ 2q1:q2Þ þp2p:q2ðð5− 2dÞq21q22
þ ð2q21 þ ð−7þ 2dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 − 3q22 þ 2dq22Þq1:q2 − 4ðq1:q2Þ2Þ þ ðp:q2Þ2ðq41 þ ðð−2þ dÞp2

þ ð−5þ dÞðpþ q1Þ2Þðq1 − q2Þ2 − p2q22 þ dp2q22 − 2ðpþ q1Þ2q22 þ dðpþ q1Þ2q22
− ðp2 þ q21 þ 3ðpþ q1Þ2Þq1:q2 þ ðq1:q2Þ2Þ þ ðp:q1Þ2ðð−2þ dÞp2q22 þ q22ð3q21 þ ð−5þ dÞðpþ q1Þ2
þ ð−5þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þ þ ðp:q2Þ2 − 4q22q1:q2 þ ðq1:q2Þ2 −p:q2ð4q22 þ q1:q2ÞÞ þp:q1ð−2ðp:q2Þ3
þ ðp:q2Þ2ðq21 þ 3ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22 − q1:q2Þ þp:q2ð−ðð−3þ 2dÞp2 þ 2q21 þ ð−7þ 2dÞðpþ q1Þ2Þq22
þ ðp2 − 2q21 þ 3ðpþ q1Þ2 þ 3ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ q22Þq1:q2 þ ðq1:q2Þ2Þ
þp2ðq22ð−7q21 þ 2dq21 þ 2ð−5þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 þ 2q22Þ þ ðq22 − 2dq22Þq1:q2 þ 4ðq1:q2Þ2ÞÞ
þp2ðq22ðð−5þ dÞq41 þ ð−5þ dÞp2ðq1 − q2Þ2 þ p2q22Þ þ ð−2p2 þ ð7− 2dÞq21Þq22q1:q2 þ ðp2 þ 3q21

þ ð−5þ dÞðq1 − q2Þ2 − 2q22 þ dq22Þðq1:q2Þ2 − 3ðq1:q2Þ3 þ ðpþ q1Þ2ðq22ð3ð8− 5dþ d2Þðq1 − q2Þ2
þ ð−5þ dÞq22Þ− 2ð−5þ dÞq22q1:q2 þ ð−5þ dÞðq1:q2Þ2ÞÞÞÞ=ð2ðd− 1Þp4ðpþ q1Þ4ðq1 − q2Þ4q42Þ:

ðA5Þ

The kernels for the ghost-gluon vertex can be found in
Ref. [33], where again the integral measure has to be
changed accordingly. For the three- and four-gluon vertices,
the kernels become very long, and they are not shown
explicitly.

APPENDIX B: SPURIOUS DIVERGENCES

Spurious divergence in three dimensions have been
explicitly treated in Ref. [79] where they were subtracted
via modifications of the integration kernels. To avoid
modifying the IR behavior, the modification of the ghost
loop included a compensating IR part. Since in that case
only the scaling solution was investigated, simple power
laws were sufficient. When employing this method with a
decoupling solution, the problem arises that the leading IR
behavior of the ghost is constant and it will give rise to
spurious divergences. To circumvent the problem, a damp-
ing can be introduced, which, however, introduces an
artificial scale. As was tested explicitly, the results depend
on this scale.
Instead of this method, here the analytic calculation of

Ref. [31] is repeated for three dimensions. As in the four-
dimensional case, it is not sufficient to calculate the UV
behavior with bare dressings, but the one-loop corrections
need to be taken into account,

Gðp2Þ ¼ 1þ g2Nc

16p
; ðB1Þ

Zðp2Þ ¼ 1þ 11g2Nc

64p
; ðB2Þ

where Gðp2Þ and Zðp2Þ are the dressing functions of the
ghost and gluon propagators, respectively, and Nc is the
number of colors; see, e.g., Ref. [79]. While the trivial part

leads to a linear divergence in the cutoff Λ at order g2, the
1=p part leads to a logarithmic dependence at order g4.
Using bare vertices in the UV, the divergent part of the
gluon propagator DSE can then be calculated as

Zspurðp2;ΛÞ ¼ Csub

p2
¼ a

g2NcΛ
p2

þ b
g4N2

c logΛ
p2

: ðB3Þ

The contributions of the single diagrams to the coefficients
a and b are collected in Table I. Higher order terms are
suppressed; e.g., the g6 term is suppressed by 1=Λ as can be
seen from dimensional arguments. To get rid of spurious
divergences, Zspurðp2;ΛÞ is subtracted in the gluon propa-
gator DSE. It should be noted that this procedure works
only if the employed model vertices approach their asymp-
totic form sufficiently fast. However, in contrast to four
dimensions, their leading correction does not need to be
taken into account since they vanish polynomially in the
UV. Note that the tadpole term can be included with this
method. Its role for maintaining gauge invariance is also
stressed, for example, by the fact that the subtraction
coefficient at one-loop order is independent of the gauge
fixing parameter in linear covariant gauges.
As in four dimensions, analytic calculations no longer

work when numerically calculated vertices are used.
However, the coefficients a and b can be fitted. To get

TABLE I. Contributions from the one-loop diagrams to the
coefficients a and b.

Ghost loop agh 1
6π2

bgh 1
48π2

Gluon loop agl − 2
3π2

bgl − 11
48π2

Tadpole atad 2
3π2

btad 11
96π2
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rid of the parts that do not depend on the cutoff, the
derivative of the self-energy with respect to the cutoff is
calculated. This procedure turns out to be stable not only
for use with dynamic vertices but also for the two-loop
diagrams of the gluon DSE. It was used throughout this
work. To illustrate the importance of the subtraction term

Csub, Fig. 28 shows the effect when it is lowered to 0.9999
of the correct value. It is noteworthy that the value cannot
be raised since then the gluon propagator DSE no longer
converges and the bump gets higher in each iteration.
Thus, the fitted value seems to correspond to a maxi-
mal value.
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