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A comprehensive account of a new structured algorithm for obtaining nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariances in both space and spacetime by gauging the Galilean symmetry in a generic nonrelativistic field
theoretical model is provided. Various applications like the obtention of nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariance, the introduction of the Chern-Simons term and its role in fractional quantum Hall effect, the
induction of diffeomorphism in the irrotational fluid model, the abstraction of Newton-Cartan geometry,
and the emergence of Horava-Lifshitz gravity are discussed in details.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Recently, there has been renewed interest in nonrelativ-
istic diffeomorphism invariance (NRDI), both from the
physical and mathematical aspects. This interest was
triggered by the papers [1,2] where the role of NRDI to
analyze the motion of two dimensional trapped electrons,
which is directly connected with the theory of the fractional
quantum Hall effect (FQHE), was discussed. The relevant
field theories involve some variant of the Schrödinger
theory on a 3D manifold with universal time.
Interestingly, this effective field theory description of the
FQHE [3–9] found an alternative interpretation in terms of
the Newton-Cartan geometry [3,10]. However, this intro-
duction of NRDI was ad hoc,1 i.e. not following from any
systematic prescription or from any geometrical back-
ground either. The shortcomings are manifested in various
ways. Thus, we find that the spacetime transformations
become noncanonical when one considers time-dependent
spatial diffeomorphism. It seems that time-dependent and
time-independent diffeomorphisms are completely dispa-
rate and cannot be presented in a unified manner. A more
serious discrepancy occurs when attempting to recover
Galilean symmetry back in the flat limit. We find, surpris-
ingly, that a certain relation between the Uð1Þ gauge
parameter and the Galilean boost parameter must hold [1].
NRDI has certain distinct features that sets it apart from

usual (i.e. relativistic) diffeomorphism invariance that is so
fundamental in understanding the metric formulation of
Einstein gravity. For Einstein gravity, the vielbein formu-
lation is related directly with the metric formulation
because the spacetime manifold is endowed with a non-
degenerate metric. In the case of the Galilean space and
universal time, there is no such structure. Space is relative,

but time is absolute. In this context, it is useful to recall that,
following the footsteps of Einstein gravity, spacetime
formulation of Newtonian gravity was worked out by
Elie Cartan [11,12] and subsequently developed by many
stalwarts [13–20]. The current requirement, however, is a
formulation based on the vielbeins which will be an analog
of the Cartan formulation of Einstein’s gravity. One may
think that a suitable algorithm may be obtained from
relativistic theories by contraction. However, note that
the types of theories that are used, particularly in the
FQHE, require spatial diffeomorphism which is difficult to
obtain by taking a nonrelativistic limit of some appropriate
relativistic theory. Moreover, sometimes such nonrelativ-
istic limits are found to be problematic [10].
A way out follows from the example of an alternative

approach to theories of gravitation, which was pioneered by
Utiyama, Kibble, and Sciama [21–24]. They utilized the
localization of the Poincaré symmetry of a generic field
theory. The resulting theory is called Poincaré gauge theory
(PGT). The starting point is a matter theory invariant under
global Poincaré transformations. The invariance is violated
when the parameters of the Poincaré transformations are
localized by making them functions of spacetime. This
invariance may be restored by replacing the ordinary
derivatives by suitable covariant derivatives. Theories
invariant under local Poincaré transformations can be
identified with diffeomorphism invariant theories in
Riemann-Cartan spacetime.
Inspired by the Utiyama approach, we have developed

[25–28] a field theoretic method of localizing the Galilean
symmetry of a generic field theory. Geometrical interpre-
tation of such a localization or gauging gives nonrelativistic
diffeomorphism invariant spacetime. Since the develop-
ment of the method has reached a stage of finality, a
comprehensive account of the method is due. This is all the
more necessary because the field theoretic method devel-
oped by us is fundamentally different from and is capable
of yielding results more general than the method of gauging
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the centrally extended Galilean algebra [29], which has
been in vogue for quite some time. Also, apart from the
existing applications given in Refs. [25–27], several new
ones have been found. In the present paper, we first trace
the ontology of the two different methods (gauging the
algebra vis à vis with gauging the symmetry) in the context
of relativistic theories. This is useful for making a transition
to the nonrelativistic theory where we give a detailed
account of the field theoretic method developed by us.
New applications have been given from the fields of the
FQHE and geometry, as well as fluid dynamics.
Specifically, we focus on the Chern-Simons theories used
in the FQHE, regarding which there is some confusion in
the literature [2,30]. A significant achievement of our
method is to elucidate the nonrelativistic origin of the
projectable version of the Horava gravity [31] and to show
its difference with Newton-Cartan gravity with particular
reference to the boost operation. Also, we consider the
hydrodynamic version of Schröidinger theory which is
equivalent to an irrotational isentropic fluid [32,33]. A new
symmetry related to spatial NRDI is discussed.
The Utiyama approach of constructing PGT may be

compared with the approach of gauging the Poincaré
algebra [34], mimicking the properties of a non-Abelian
gauge theory. This gauging prescription introduces gauge
fields which can be utilized to define a connection on the
tangent bundle. No correspondence can be established
between the gauge field transformations with those due
to spacetime diffeomorphism at this level. One requires a
prescription for connecting the translation in the tangent
space with the general coordinate transformation. This can
be done by a constraint on the curvature corresponding to
the translation in the group space manifold. The price one
has to pay is that the spin connection becomes dependent
on the vielbeins and the torsion vanishes. Thus, a con-
nection with relativistic diffeomorphism is established in
the perspective of Riemannian spacetime. Note that when
PGT is obtained by gauging the Poincaré symmetry of a
generic field theory the Riemann-Cartan spacetime is
obtained naturally with or without torsion. The general
result involves torsion, but one can easily invoke a
torsionless connection by symmetrization. Also, PGT gives
a complete prescription of coupling a theory, which had
Poincaré symmetry in the Minkowski space, with curved
spacetime. The procedure of gauging the Poincaré algebra
falls far short of this.
It is thus no wonder that eventually the main trends of the

theoretical formulation of NRDI should emerge from
aspects of gauging the symmetry rather than gauging the
algebra. In a series of papers [25–27], the present authors
have shown how one can obtain nonrelativistic diffeo-
morphism invariance by localizing the extended Galilean
symmetry of a model. The original theory is assumed to
have invariance under extended Galilean algebra in flat
(Eucledian) space with time running universally. We make

the transformation parameters spacetime dependent.
Naturally, the theory is no longer invariant. To restore
the invariance, partial derivatives of the fields need to be
replaced by covariant derivatives. New fields are introduced
in the process, and these become instrumental for the
geometric interpretation. The method is therefore similar in
spirit to the Utiyama formulation of PGT. Of course there
are nontrivial differences that are ultimately connected with
the different roles of time in relativistic and nonrelativistic
theories. The approach developed by us has proven to be
readily useful in obtaining the most general form of the
spatial diffeomorphism.
For the sake of comparison, let us briefly consider the

approach of obtaining nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariance by gauging the extended Galilean algebra
(Bargmann algebra)[29,35–39]. Here, several curvature
constraints were imposed to connect the translation param-
eter of the non-Abelian gauge group with the diffeomor-
phism parameter. As a result, the spin connection ceases to
be independent. It is expressed in terms of the vierbein
leading to a torsionless theory. It should also be stressed
that this is a strictly algebraic approach without reference to
any action. The dynamical content of the underlying theory
becomes somewhat obscure. Thus, this formalism is not
particularly suitable to couple Galilee invariant theory with
curved space or curved spacetime.
The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, the method

of gauging (or localizing) the spacetime symmetry of a field
theory is contrasted with the gauging of the symmetry
group taking the Poincaré transformations as an example.
The discussion in this section clearly reveals the generality
of the localization of symmetry approach. In Sec. III, we
discuss the methodology developed recently by us for
localizing the (extended) Galilean symmetry of a model.
A step by step algorithm is prescribed. The inclusion of the
Uð1Þ gauge symmetric model is also considered. We find
that the same general method of localization works.
Initially, an external gauge field is considered. Making
the gauge field dynamical did not pose any problems. In
particular, the topological Chern-Simons (CS) interaction
fits in the general scheme without any loss of invariance. In
Sec. IV, we discuss several applications of our methodol-
ogy. The very important issue of diffeomorphism of space
[1–3,10] is addressed here by taking the vanishing time
translation. However, the spatial diffeomorhism parameter
is in general time dependent though time-independent
parameters have also been considered in the literature
[1]. The unique feature is that, starting from the same
formalism, we can discuss both time-independent and time-
dependent spatial diffeomorphisms. Comparison with other
approaches is discussed here. Especially, for the time-
dependent spatial diffomorphism, the difficulties and/or
ambiguities reported in the literature [1,2] are easily
bypassed. The implication of Chern-Simons theory in
the FQHE is well known. We show how to systematically
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incorporate such a term within our formalism. Its applica-
tion to the FQHE is then discussed. The covariant deriva-
tive that replaces the ordinary derivative in the localization
process reproduces the Hall viscosity and the Wen-Zee
term [30]. Our approach finds an interesting application in
the context of an irrotational and isentropic fluid obtained
by a change of variables in the Schrödinger theory. A new
form of spatial NRDI is revealed here. When the complete
space and time diffeomorphism invariance is considered,
the beauty and versatility of our method is fully bloomed.
We find that the same general transformations hold well. A
(4 × 4) matrix structure evolves which completely
describes the nonrelativistic spacetime geometry. For
applications, we consider the construction of the
Newton-Cartan geometry and the formulation of Horava-
Lifsitz gravity. All the structures of the Newton-Cartan
space are reproduced. Contrary to approaches based on
gauging the Bargmann algebra (instead of the symmetry),
inclusion of torsion is possible. Our results are valid with or
without torsion. For the Horava-Lifshitz gravity, its project-
able version is obtained. We are able to define the
appropriate metric and the physical variables. Their trans-
formations reproduce the known structures. Our analysis
provides an important insight into the difference between
Newtonian gravity and Horava-Lifshitz gravity which is
related to the presence (or absence) of the boost parameter.
Concluding remarks are given in Sec. V.

II. POINCARÉ GAUGE THEORY OF GRAVITY

The history of the PGT is long. Utiyama [21] first
introduced the idea of gauging the Poincaré symmetry of a
field theory in Minkowski space. Later on, the theory was
developed by many reseachers [22–24]. The essence of the
procedure is the observation that by gauging the Poincaré
symmetry in Minkowski space one arrives at a diffeo-
morphism (diff) invariant theory in the Riemann-Cartan
space. This connection has been recently examined by an
element to element transformation under diff and Poincaré
gauge theory transformations [40] and shown to hold for
higher derivative matter theories in general [41].
Though nobody was doubtful about the Utiyama pro-

cedure, some physicists were not happy to identify the diff
parameter as a combination of the translation and rotation
parameters of the Poincaré group. As a result, a different
approach to PGTemerged. This approach is more similar to
the one first introduced by Stelle and West [42] for the
SOð3; 2Þ group spontaneously broken to the Lorentz group,
successively reexamined by Pagels [43] for the O(5) group
and also used by Kawai [44] following the lines of the
standard geometrical formulation of gauge theories. In this
framework, one considers the Poincaré gauge theory as
closely as possible to any ordinary non-Abelian gauge
theory, without discarding the translational part of the
Poincaré symmetry in favor of general coordinate trans-
formations. However, this purely algebraic approach is

found to be inadequate [34], and an extra Poincaré trans-
lation vector has to be introduced. Although the criticisms
of the Utiyama approach have been consistently refuted
[24] and the method has found wide applicability [4], the
algebraic approach still remains important, particularly in
the context of NRDI [29].
Since our path to the construction of NRDI rests heavily

on the localization of Galilean symmetry, it will be
appropriate to review both the approaches in the beginning.

A. Lie algebraic approach to Poincaré gauge theory

The Poincaré group is a ten parameter group. Four of
them ðζa; a ¼ 0; 1; 2; 3Þ refer to translations and six to
Lorentz transformations ðλab, antisymmetric λab ¼ −λbaÞ.
The corresponding generators are Pa andMab, respectively.
These generators satisfy the following algebra:

½Pa; Pb� ¼ 0

½Mab; Pc� ¼ ηacPb − ηbcPa

½Mab;Mcd� ¼ ηacMbd − ηadMbc þ ηbdMac − ηbcMad: ð1Þ

A global symmetry under the Poincaré group means
symmetry with constant ζa and λab. If the parameters
are now considered as functions of spacetime, the global
symmetry is converted to a local symmetry. New gauge
fields are introduced in the process. These are associated
with the gauge degrees of freedom, and their transforma-
tions are worked out in the framework of non-Abelian
gauge theory. A connection with general coordinate invari-
ance is established via the translation parameter ζa.
Different techniques have been adopted to find this con-
nection. We will try to highlight the essence of the problem
in our own way.
A Lie algebra valued gauge potential is introduced:

Aμ ¼ Paeμa þ
1

2
Mabω

ab
μ : ð2Þ

The gauge field eμa is associated with translations, while
the gauge field ωab

μ is associated with Lorentz transforma-
tions. Under the usual non-Abelian gauge transformations,
the potential Aμ transforms as

δAμ ¼ DμΛ ¼ ∂μΛþ ½Aμ;Λ�; ð3Þ

where the gauge parameter Λ is expressed in terms of the
Poincaré group parameters as

Λ ¼ ζaPa þ
1

2
λabMab ð4Þ

analogous to (2). From (2), (3), and (4), the transformation
rules for eμa and ωab

μ are obtained by exploiting the
Poincaré algebra (1),
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δeaμ ¼ ∂μζ
a − ωμ

a
bζ

b þ λabebμ

δωab
μ ¼ ∂μλ

ab þ λaeω
eb
μ þ λbeω

ae
μ : ð5Þ

The Lie algebra valued field strength Fμν, which transforms
covariantly under the non-Abelian gauge transformation is
defined as,

Fμν ¼ ½Dμ; Dν� ¼ ½∂μ þ Aμ; ∂ν þ Aν�

¼ PaFa
μν þ

1

2
MabFab

μν; ð6Þ

where

Fμν
a ¼ ∂μeaν − ∂νeaμ − ωμ

a
ceν

c þ ων
a
ceμc

Fab
μν ¼ ∂μω

ab
ν − ∂νω

ab
μ − ωμ

a
cω

c
ν
b þ ων

a
cω

c
μ
b: ð7Þ

Our objective is to relate the transformations (5) with
those appropriate to spacetime diffeomorphism and local
Lorentz transformations. A close look at the gauge trans-
formations reveals that the variation δωab

μ is entirely
determined by the local Lorentz rotations, whereas trans-
lation and rotations are both involved in the transforma-
tion of eaμ. This suggests the possibility that the connection
with diffeomorphism can be made through the translation
parameter ζd in this gauge approach. For this, we define
the diffeomorphism parameter,

ξλ ¼ eλdζd: ð8Þ

The “geometrical object” eaμ will be assumed to be
invertible,

eλdeλe ¼ δde ; eλde
μ
d ¼ δμλ ; ð9Þ

and is a candidate for the vielbein that transforms the flat
Minkowski spacetime to the curved spacetime. However,
we still have to show that it satisfies the correct trans-
formation rules under general coordinate transformations.
Looking back at the gauge transformations (5), we can

easily see that the transformation of eλd contains ωμ
a
b,

whereas the contrary is not true. The connection proposed
between the diff and translation gauge parameters [see
Eq. (8)] indicates the possibility of relating eλd and ωμ

a
b to

preserve the internal consistency of the construction. This
relation is established by the translation part of the field
tensor Fμν

a [see Eq. (7)]. This tensor is a curvature in the
gauge space. If we impose the curvature constraint [29]

Fμν
a ¼ 0; ð10Þ

then ωμ
a
c can be solved in terms of eνc. That (10) is

allowed by the local gauge transformations (5) can be
checked directly from (7).

To solve forωab
μ , we multiply (7), subject to (10), by eμde

ν
b

on both sides. This gives

0 ¼ eμde
ν
b∂μeaν − eμde

ν
b∂νeaμ − wμ

a
be

μ
d þ wμ

a
de

μ
b: ð11Þ

Changing d, b, and a cyclically, we obtain

0 ¼ eμbe
ν
a∂μedν − eμbe

ν
a∂νedμ − wμ

d
ae

μ
b þ wμ

d
be

μ
a ð12Þ

and

0 ¼ eμaeνd∂μebν − eμaeνd∂νebμ − wμ
b
de

μ
a þ wμ

b
ae

μ
d: ð13Þ

Subtracting (13) from the sum of (11) and (12), we obtain
after a few steps

ωab
μ ¼ 1

2
½−eλað∂μebλ − ∂λebμÞ þ eλbð∂μeaλ − ∂λeaμÞ

þ ecμeλaeρbð∂λecρ − ∂ρecλÞ�: ð14Þ

Substitution of ωab
μ in δeμa should give the appropriate

diffeomorphism transformation of eaμ. To follow the der-
ivation clearly, we will simplify the second term of the
right-hand side of the first equation of (5) separately. After
some steps, we get from (14)

ωμ
abζb ¼ ∂μζ

a − ξλ∂λeμa − ∂μξ
λeλa

þ 1

2
½ξλ∂μeλa − ξλ∂λeaμ þ ζbeλb∂μeλa þ ζbeλa∂λeμb

þ ζbeμc∂ρeλcðeρaeλb − eλaeρbÞ�: ð15Þ

Note that if we substitute this in (5) we find

δeaμ ¼ ξλ∂λeμa þ ∂μξ
λeλa þ λabebμ

þ ζb

2
½ðeλa∂λeμb þ ebλ∂μeλaÞ þ ðeλb∂λeaμ þ eaλ∂μeλbÞ

− ecμeλaðeρb∂ρeλc þ eρc∂λeρbÞ�: ð16Þ

The expected transformation is reproduced modulo the
term in the parenthesis. This term, however, does not vanish
by algebraic means. One way to obtain the correct trans-
formation relations is to invoke flat geometry in the tangent
space and introduce the basis vectors eðaÞ along with the
basis one forms ωðaÞ. Then, the Lie derivative of ωðaÞ along
eðbÞ must vanish. Thus, in the coordinate bases [45],

eλa∂λeμb þ eλb∂μeλa ¼ 0: ð17Þ

This ensures that eaμ transforms correctly under diff. Two
points are to be noted:
(1) ωμ

ab is determined in terms of the vielbein. From the
vielbein postulate, it can be shown that this leads to a
symmetric Christoffel connection, i.e. torsionless
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geometry. This is a limitation of the approach. Re-
member that the Utiyama method leads to Riemann-
Cartan geometry with both curvature and torsion.

(2) Only setting the gauge curvature to zero does not
ensure identification of the translation gauge field
with the vielbein. One needs a geometrical input.2

We have assumed that the Poincaré group of trans-
formations acts in a Minkowski space which can be
identified with the tangent space at a point in the
curved spacetime. This gives a direct connection
with the Utiyama approach.

B. Connection with gauging the Poincaré symmetry

The method elaborated above is usually known as a
gauging of the Poincaré algebra. It is a strictly algebraic
approach. Curved space objects like the vierbein or the
metric may be appropriately defined, subject to certain
restrictions. It is difficult to obtain a dynamical insight
through this approach. Indeed, it is not clear what ram-
ifications occur if the Poincaré symmetry transformations
are gauged. It might be recalled that the invariance of an
action is checked by considering the Poincaré symmetry
transformations, and hence they are important for dynami-
cal considerations. Below, we carry out a simple exercise
that illuminates a connection between the algebraic and
dynamical approaches.
The infinitesimal form of the usual (global) Poincaré

transformations are

δqa ¼ λabqb þ ζa: ð18Þ

If the parameters ζa and λab are functions of spacetime, then
an action previously invariant under (18) would no longer
preserve that feature. This happens due to the presence of
derivatives in the action. In order to restore the invariance
under the local transformations, the ordinary derivatives have
to be replaced by suitable covariant derivatives. We now
observe that two types of such derivatives may be defined.
The first one Dμqa is such that it transforms inhomoge-
neously like qa itself. It is given by

Dμqa ¼ ∂μqa þQab
μqb ð19Þ

and satisfies the transformation (18),

δðDμqaÞ ¼ λabDμqb þDμζ
a: ð20Þ

Here, Qab
μ is a new gauge field. The rule (20) is obtained

provided Qab
μ transforms as

δQab
μ ¼ ∂μλ

ab þ λaeQeb
μ þ λbeQae

μ: ð21Þ

It is clear that the new fieldQab
μ may be identified withωab

μ

introduced earlier since both have the same transformation
properties [see Eq. (5)].
We may, however, recall that restoration of the invariance

of the action under gauging happens provided the covariant
derivative transforms homogeneously. Thus, we define
another covariant derivative,

Dμqa ¼ Dμqa þQa
μ; ð22Þ

such that

δðDμqaÞ ¼ λabDμqb; ð23Þ

where Qa
μ is a new gauge field like Qab

μ introduced in
(19). The rule (23) is satisfied provided

δQa
μ ¼ ∂μζ

a −Qμ
a
bζ

b þ λabQb
μ; ð24Þ

where use has been made of (21). It is now easy to observe
that the new gauge field Qa

μ may be identified with eaμ
used previously. Both have the same transformation
properties.

C. Gauging the Poincaré symmetry

In discussing Poincaré symmetry, we have to consider
infinitesimal transformations of both fields ϕðxÞ and the
coordinates xμ. It is thus useful to consider two distinct
variations. These are form variations “δ0” that change
the functional form at the same coordinates, δ0ϕðxÞ ¼
ϕ0ðxÞ − ϕðxÞ and total variations which account for
changes in both the functional form and the coordi-
nates, δϕðxÞ ¼ ϕ0ðx0Þ − ϕðxÞ.
Consider a flat Minkowski space in any dimensions with

metric ημν. The Poincaré group generators are composed of
the angular momentum Lμν ¼ −xμ∂ν þ xν∂μ, the spin Σμν

of which the representation depends on the species of the
field being acted upon and the translations Pμ ¼ −∂μ. The
first two are generally expressed in a combined form as
Mμν ¼ Lμν þ Σμν, which is the total angular momentum.
Under the Poincaré group, both coordinates and fields

are transformed. The coordinates transform as

δ0xμ ¼
�
1

2
θλνLλν − ϵνPν

�
xμ ¼ θμνxν þ ϵμ ¼ ξμ; ð25Þ

while the fields transform as

δ0ϕ ¼ −
�
1

2
θλνMλν − ϵνPν

�
ϕ ¼

�
−
1

2
θλνΣλν þ ξνPν

�
ϕ:

ð26Þ

The total variation of the fields is given by
2The necessity of the geometrical input was understood much

earlier [34].
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δϕ ¼ δ0ϕþ δxμ∂μϕ

¼ −
1

2
θμνΣμνϕ; ð27Þ

obtained using (25) and (26). Here, θμνð¼ −θνμÞ and ϵμ are
the infinitesimal parameters corresponding to Lorentz
transformations and translations, respectively.
Now, observe that, while the derivatives commute with

the form variations, δ0∂μ ¼ ∂μδ0, they fail for the total
variations. Using (27), we find

δ∂μϕ ¼ δ0∂μϕþ δxλ∂λ∂μϕ

¼ ∂μðδϕÞ − ∂μðδxλÞ∂λϕ

¼ −
1

2
θαβΣαβ∂μϕ − θλμ∂λϕ; ð28Þ

while

δ0ð∂μϕÞ ¼ ∂μðδ0ϕÞ

¼ −
1

2
θαβΣαβ∂μϕ − ξν∂ν∂μϕ − θλμ∂λϕ: ð29Þ

For checking the invariance of the action under the
Poincaré group of transformations, we have to take
into account the change in the measure under xμ → x0μ
because the coordinates also change. This is given by the

Jacobian ∂ðx0Þ
∂ðxÞ ≃ 1þ ∂μδxμ.

Then, the condition of invariance of the action implies
that

△L ¼ δ0Lþ δxμ∂μLþ ð∂μδxμÞL ð30Þ

vanishes, modulo surface terms.
For global Poincaré transformations, Eq. (25) implies

that

∂μδxμ ¼ ∂μξ
μ ¼ 0 ð31Þ

so that the invariance condition becomes

△L ¼ δ0Lþ ξμ∂μL ¼ 0: ð32Þ

Let us consider the localization of the Poincaré symmetry
by making the parameters θμν and ϵμ functions of
spacetime. We may separate coordinate and field trans-
formations by choosing ξμ in δxμ ¼ ξμ ¼ θμνxν þ ϵμ as
the independent parameter instead of ϵμ. This gives the
freedom of considering generalized transformations with
ξμ ¼ 0 but having nonzero θμν. We next index the field
transformations through θij in Latin and the coordinate
change through ξμ in Greek. The localized Poincaré
transformations are now defined as

δϕ ¼ −
1

2
θijðxÞΣijϕ

δxμ ¼ ξμðxÞ: ð33Þ

This segregation and separate notation will help to define
the local coordinate frame (xi) that supports matter fields
and the global (possibly curved) coordinates (xμ).
For local parameters, obviously the original invariance of

the action is lost. There are two reasons. First, the condition
(31) no longer holds. Second, the transformation of the
field derivatives given in (29) now changes to

δ0ð∂kϕÞ ¼ −
1

2
θijΣij∂kϕ −

1

2
ð∂kθ

ijÞΣijϕ − ξλ∂λ∂kϕ

− ∂kξ
λ∂λϕ: ð34Þ

Poincaré gauge theory emerges from the attempt to modify
the matter action so as to obtain invariance under the local
Poincaré transformations. The process of gauging the
global Poincaré transformations culminates in the replace-
ment of the ordinary derivatives by appropriate covariant
derivatives, such that the latter transform as (29). This
is a two step process which is reminiscent of the simple
model discussed in the earlier subsection. To begin with,
the θ-covariant derivative is introduced which eliminates
the ∂kθ

ij term from (34),

∇μϕ ¼ ∂μϕþ 1

2
ωij

μΣijϕ: ð35Þ

We require this derivative to transform as

δ0ð∇μϕÞ ¼ −
1

2
θijΣij∇μϕ − ð∂μξ

λÞ∇λϕ − ξλ∂λ∇μϕ; ð36Þ

which fixes the transformation of the new fields ωij
μ as

δ0ω
ij
μ ¼ ∂μθ

ij − ð∂μξ
λÞωij

λ − ξλ∂λω
ij
μ

þ θimωm
j
μ − θjmωm

i
μ: ð37Þ

The total variation of ð∇μϕÞ is easily obtained from its form
variation (36),

δð∇μϕÞ ¼ δ0ð∇μϕÞ þ ξλ∂λ∇μϕ

¼ −
1

2
θijΣij∇μϕ − ð∂μξ

λÞ∇λϕ: ð38Þ

The presence of the last term spoils the covariant trans-
formation for ∇μϕ. This is exactly similar to the simple
example considered in Sec. II. A. Proceeding analogously,
we have to define another covariant derivative that will
transform covariantly. This is unlike the case of usual gauge
theory where one covariant derivative suffices. It is a
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special feature of taking translations along with Lorentz
transformations.
The new derivative is defined as

∇kϕ ¼ bkμ∇μϕ; ð39Þ
which is covariant under Poincaré transformations,

δð∇kϕÞ ¼ −
1

2
θijΣij∇kϕ − θik∇iϕ: ð40Þ

Observe that it satisfies the old (global) rule (28) which is
mandatory for establishing invariance under local Poincaré
transformations.
Exploiting the earlier results (38), (39), (40), the trans-

formation rule for the new fields bkμ may be obtained as

δbkμ ¼ θk
ibiμ þ bkλ∂λξ

μ: ð41Þ

Having achieved the covariance of derivatives, we are now
ready to define an invariant Lagrangian density ~L so that
the action is invariant. For this, we multiply L by some
function of the new fields such that the discrepancy caused
by a nonvanishing ∂μξ

μ [see Eqs. (30) and (31)] is
eliminated. A suitable choice is b ¼ detðbiμÞ where biμ
is the inverse of biμ defined by biμbiν ¼ δμν and
biμbjμ ¼ δij. It may readily be checked that

δbþ ð∂μξ
μÞb ¼ 0: ð42Þ

All these arguments eventually lead to a general form of the
Poincaré gauge theory invariant Lagrangian as

~L ¼ bLðϕ;∇kϕÞ: ð43Þ

It is possible to develop a geometric interpretation of this
Lagrangian that effectively connects it to a theory of
gravity. The prefactor b represents the measure (i.e. the
square root of the determinant of the metric), while ~L
characterizes the Lagrangian density. The details are
provided in Ref. [40].

III. NONRELATIVISTIC DIFFEOMORPHISM
INVARIANCE

Lest the digressions in the above do not obscure one of the
main themes of the paper, let us remember that it is to present
an algorithm to obtain an invariant theory under nonrelativ-
istic diffeomorphisms which will smoothly reach the
Galilean symmetry in the flat limit. This is achieved in
space [25,27] as well as in spacetime for the most general
coordinate transformations, consistent with the nature of
Galileo-Newton concept of relative space and absolute time.
The basic methodology is to localize the Galilean symmetry
of a nonrelativistic theory in flat space. In otherwords, it may
also be called as gauging the Galilean symmetry.

In the last section, we have elaborately reviewed and
compared the different approaches to gauging relativistic
Poincaré symmetries. The methods of gauging the sym-
metry group and then connecting to curved spacetime have
been shown to be limited to zero torsion spacetime.
Moreover, being devoid of any dynamical structure, it is
of little use in the direct construction of a diffeomorphic
system from a known theory with Poincaré symmetry in the
Minkowski spacetime. This is precisely obtainable in the
localization of symmetry approach discussed in Sec. II. B.
In fact, appeal to an underlying dynamical system can be
traced in the algebraic approach also, as we have seen.
The above discussion clearly shows that the approach

based on gauging the Bargman (i.e. extended Galilean)
algebra [29] is not suitable for our purpose. We thus follow
the approach of gauging the Galilean symmetry of non-
relativistic field theories. Of course, there will be funda-
mental differences due to the different concepts of space
and time in nonrelativistic theories as compared with
relativistic theories. It will hence be useful to present
the method elaborately, so as to be comprehensive.
Accordingly, we divide the analysis in several subsections
where localization of Galilean symmetry, inclusion of
gauge fields and geometric interpretation leading to the
nonrelativistic diffeomorphism are discussed separately.

A. Gauging the (extended) Galilean symmetry

The principle of Galilean relativity states that the out-
come of the physical experiments does not change if the
system is translated, rotated or boosted in space as a whole
or the origin of time is shifted. Stated from the point of view
of field theory, the action will remain the same under the
infinitesimal global Galilean transformations,

x0 → x0 − ϵ

xi → xi þ ηi − vit; ð44Þ
with

ηi ¼ ϵi þ λijxj: ð45Þ
The constant prameters ϵ, ϵi, λij and vi, respectively,
represent time and space translation, spatial rotations and
Galilean boosts. λij are antisymmetric under the inter-
change of the indices.3 The transformations (44) can be
formally written as

xμ → xμ þ ξμ ð46Þ
with ξμ given by ξ0 ¼ −ϵ and ξi ¼ ηi − vit. Note that ξμ
cannot be treated as independent diffeomorphisms at this

3Here, zero as usual represents the time index, while letters
from the middle of the Latin alphabet ði; j;…::Þ represent spatial
indices. When required, they will be represented collectively by
μν, etc.
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stage. The equation (46) is just a shorthand way of writing
the transformations (44).
Now, assume that the action

S ¼
Z

dtd3xLðϕ; ∂tϕ; ∂kϕÞ ð47Þ

is invariant under global Galilean transformations (44).
Here, we have also assumed that ϕ is a scalar under the
Galilean transformations. Our model is otherwise general.
In order to understand the mechanism of localization, it

will be helpful to see how the theory (47) remains invariant
under (44). Under the general coordinate transformation
xμ → xμ þ ξμ where xμ ≡ ðt; x; y; zÞ and ξμ ≡ ðξ0; ξiÞ, the
action (47) changes by

ΔS ¼
Z

dtd3xΔL ð48Þ

and

ΔL ¼ δ0Lþ ξμ∂μLþ ∂μξ
μL: ð49Þ

Here, δ0L denotes the form variation of the Lagrangian.
Note the formal semblance with (30). However, one should
not forget that this similarity is a formal one only. This is
because of the very different structures of ξμ. For invari-
ance, we require

ΔL ¼ δ0Lþ ξμ∂μLþ ∂μξ
μL ¼ 0: ð50Þ

Under global Galilean transformation, Eq. (50) is ensured
by two conditions. First, now ∂μξ

μ ¼ 0, which may be
explicitly checked using (44). So (50) reduces to

ΔL ¼ δ0Lþ ξμ∂μL ¼ 0: ð51Þ

Next, this reduced condition is satisfied by the specific
form variations of the field and its derivatives given below.
The transformation of the field is given by

δ0ϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μϕ − imvixiϕ: ð52Þ

Note that we are considering symmetry under the infini-
tesimal transformations of the extended Galilean group.
The corresponding boost generator is [32,46]

Ki ¼ tPi þm
Z

d3xxiϕ�ϕ; ð53Þ

where Pi is the translation generator. For m ¼ 0, the boost
generator for usual Galilean transformation is obtained.
The infinitesimal transformation of ϕ is then given by

δ0ϕ ¼ vifϕðxiÞ; Kig: ð54Þ

Exploiting the fact that the momentum canonically con-
jugate to ϕ is iϕ�, we obtain

δ0ϕ ¼ vit∂iϕ − imvixiϕ: ð55Þ

This reproduces (52) for the particular case of infinitesi-
mal boost.
Differentiating (52) and utilizing the commutative prop-

erty of differentiation and form variation, we get

δ0∂kϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μð∂kϕÞ − imvixi∂kϕ − λmk∂mϕ − imvkϕ

δ0∂0ϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μð∂0ϕÞ − imvixi∂0ϕþ vi∂iϕ: ð56Þ
The variations (52) and (56) satisfy the condition (51), and
hence these transformations ensure the invariance of (47).
Note that it is the particular form of the transformations that
ensures the invariance of the generic theory (47) under (44).
Understanding the last point is crucial for later discus-

sion. So it will be useful to consider a specific example. We
chose the Schrödinger field theory as an example of a
nonrelativistic model, where the action is given by

S ¼
Z

dt
Z

d3x

�
i
2
ðϕ�∂0ϕ − ϕ∂0ϕ

�Þ − 1

2m
∂kϕ

�∂kϕ

�
:

ð57Þ

The next step will be to prove that this model is invariant
under the global Galilean transformations (44). The varia-
tion of L under (44) is

δ0L ¼ L0 − L

¼
�
i
2
ððδ0ϕ�Þ∂0ϕþ ϕ�ðδ0∂0ϕÞÞ −

1

2m
ðδ0∂kϕ

�Þ∂kϕ

�

þ c:c: ð58Þ
Now, we analyze the individual terms in (58),

i
2
ðδ0ϕ�Þ∂0ϕ ¼ i

2
ðϵ∂0ϕ

� − ηi∂iϕ
�

þ viðx0∂iϕ
� þ imxiϕ�ÞÞ∂0ϕ ð59Þ

i
2
ϕ�ðδ0∂tϕÞ ¼

i
2
ϕ�ðϵ∂0ð∂0ϕÞ − ηi∂ið∂0ϕÞ

þ ðvit∂i − imvixiÞ∂0ϕþ vi∂iϕÞ ð60Þ

−
1

2m
ðδ0∂kϕ

�Þ∂kϕ ¼ −
1

2m
½ϵ∂0ð∂kϕ

�Þ − ηi∂ið∂kϕ
�Þ

þ ðvit∂i þ imvixiÞ∂kϕ
� þ ∂kη

i∂iϕ
�

þ imvkϕ��∂kϕ: ð61Þ

From (58) and using (59), (60) and (61), we find that the
independent transformation parameters all appear in the
expression of the quantity δ0L. So the explicit calculation
can be performed taking the parameters nonzero one at a
time. If we take the rotation parameter nonzero, the
contribution is (taking ζi ¼ λilxl)

RABIN BANERJEE and PRADIP MUKHERJEE PHYSICAL REVIEW D 93, 085020 (2016)

085020-8



δ0L ¼ i
2
½−ζi∂iϕ

�∂0ϕ − ζiϕ∂i∂0ϕ
� þ ζi∂iϕ∂0ϕ

� − ζiϕ�∂i∂tϕ −
1

2m
½ζi∂i∂kϕ

�∂kϕþ ζi∂i∂kϕ∂kϕ
��

¼ i
2
½−ζi∂iðϕ�∂0ϕ − ϕ∂0ϕ

�Þ� − 1

2m
½ζi∂ið∂kϕ∂kϕ

�Þ
¼ −ζi∂iL: ð62Þ

Similarly, we can treat the other parameters. In particular, let us consider the boost related calculations because,
apart from the invariance issue, it will clarify another aspect. For the contribution of the boost part of the global Galilean
transformation, Eq. (58) gives [using (59), (60) and (61)]

δ0L ¼ i
2
½vit∂iϕ

�∂0ϕþ imvixiϕ�∂0ϕþ ϕ�vit∂i∂0ϕ − imvixiϕ�∂0ϕþ ϕ�vi∂iϕ

− vix0∂iϕ∂0ϕ
� þ imxiviϕ∂0ϕ

� − ϕvit∂i∂0ϕ
� − imvixiϕ∂0ϕ

� − ϕvi∂iϕ
��

−
1

2m
½ðvit∂i þ imvixiÞ∂kϕ

� þ imvkϕ��∂kϕ −
1

2m
½ðvit∂i − imvixiÞ∂kϕ − imvkϕ�∂kϕ

�: ð63Þ

After a little calculation, Eq. (63) simplifies to

δ0L ¼ vit∂iL: ð64Þ

Note that this denotes the form variation of the Lagrangian.
The total variation, in which we are interested, is given by
(49), where its last term drops out since global trans-
formations are considered. Thus, the total variation under
boost is given by

△L ¼ δ0L − vit∂iL ¼ 0: ð65Þ

This shows the invariance of the Schrödinger Lagrangian
under boost. The other parts of the global Galilean trans-
formation also render the action invariant in a similar way.
So it can be concluded that the action (57) is invariant under
the global Galilean transformation.
The last example exhibits how the definite forms of the

transformations of the first derivatives of the fields (56)
together ensure globalGalilean invariance. Note that here the
transformation parameters are constants. If instead the trans-
formation parameters are functions of space and time, the
transformations contain local Galilean parameters.
Localization of (44) will naturally depend on the Galileo-
Newton concept of spacetime. Since space is relative and
time is absolute, the time translation may be generalized as
some function of time, whereas spatial transformations are
functions of both time and space [47]. This is also consistent
withCartan’s constructionof the four-dimensional spacetime
manifold in termsof an affine connection compatiblewith the
temporal flow tμ and a rank-3 spatial metric hμν. Thus, the
localized form of (44) is

ξ0 ¼ −ϵðx0Þ; ξi ¼ ηiðx0; rÞ − viðx0; rÞt; ð66Þ

where ηi ¼ ϵiðx0; rÞ þ λijðx0; rÞxj. Note the difference of
this localization from the localization of Poincaré

transformation parameters. Thus, the localization of the
Galilean symmetry will have difficulties of its own, making
it altogether a new theory. This process will eventually yield
an algorithm to construct a diffeomorphic theory from a
nonrelativistic field theory.
Let us first note that the transformations (66) can be

identified with Galilean transformations only in the neigh-
borhood of a point. Hence, we will introduce local
coordinates xa at each point of space for the local
Galilean symmetry group. The local basis ea corresponding
to local coordinates is assumed to be connected with the
global basis ek,

ea ¼ δake
k: ð67Þ

Note that if one basis is orthogonal then the other is also, so
on account of (67),4

ea:eb ¼ δakδb
lek:el

¼ δakδb
lδkl

¼ δab: ð68Þ

At first sight, the separation of local coordinates from the
global one may appear trivial. However, without the local
coordinates, the parameters of the local Galilean trans-
formations could not be referred, and the transformations of
the fields cannot be asserted. Note also that, as we proceed,
the distinction between local and global coordinates will
become nontrivial. Thus, the field ϕ will be defined in the
local frame. The form variation will be given by

4The vectors in the local basis are labeled by the initial Latin
alphabets, whereas those of the global (coordinate) basis are
labeled using Latin alphabets from the middle. The time
coordinate in the local system will be denoted by 0̄. Collectively,
the local coordinates will be denoted by the initial letters of the
Greek alphabet (i.e. α, β, etc.).

NEW APPROACH TO NONRELATIVISTIC … PHYSICAL REVIEW D 93, 085020 (2016)

085020-9



δ0ϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μϕ − imvaxaϕ: ð69Þ

Note the indices of the last term which come from the phase
rotation of ϕ due to the Galilean boost in the local frame.
When the Galilean transformation parameters are a

function of spacetime, the partial derivatives ∂kϕ and
∂tϕ no longer transform as (56). Following the gauge
procedure, one needs to introduce covariant derivatives
which will transform as (56). Our experience with PGT
indicates that this covariant derivative has to be constructed
in two steps. The first step in the process of localization is
to convert the ordinary derivatives into covariant derivatives
with respect to the global coordinates. Let us introduce the
gauge fields B0 and Bk such that

Dkϕ ¼ ∂kϕþ iBkϕ

D0ϕ ¼ ∂0ϕþ iB0ϕ: ð70Þ

The gauge fields B0 and Bk correspond to gauging the
rotations and Galilean boosts. They have the structures

Bk ¼
1

2
Bab
k ωab þ Ba0

k ωa

B0 ¼
1

2
Bab
0 ωab þ Ba0

0 ωa; ð71Þ

where ωab and ωa are, respectively, the generators of
rotations and Galileo boosts. Since we consider scalar
fields only, ωab ¼ 0. However, an important exception
occurs in two space dimensions where the rotation gen-
erator is a scalar. This allows coupling with a scalar field, a
fact crucial in the study of the FQHE as we will see. For the
sake of generality, we will keep the form (71).
Taking the form variations of (70) and using (69), we get

δ0D0ϕ¼−ξμ∂μD0ϕ− ∂0ξ
μDμϕ− imvaxaD0ϕ

þ iϕðδ0B0þ ξμ∂μB0þ ∂0ξ
μBμ−m _vaxaÞ

δ0Dkϕ¼−ξμ∂μDkϕ− ∂kξ
μDμϕ− imvaxaDkϕ

þ iϕðδ0Bkþ ξμ∂μBkþ ∂kξ
μBμ−mvk−m∂kvaxaÞ:

ð72Þ
Note that the variations δ0B0 and δ0Bk are undetermined at
this stage. They can be chosen so as to make the terms in
the parentheses vanish. But still the variations given by (72)
differ from the required structure (56). This is expected as a
similar situation happens in the case of PGT also. In the
case of PGT, we choose the variations of the A fields at this
stage. Now, PGT is primarily a gauge theory formulated in
the Minkowski space which is a (3þ 1)-dimensional
manifold with a nondegenerate metric. But here we are
localizing in R3 × R. So a difference of methodology in
gauging is likely as has been mentioned earlier. Thus, here
we retain the freedom of choosing the transformation rules
of B0 and Bk at a later stage.

The covariant derivatives with respect to the local
coordinates are constructed using the intermediate covar-
iant derivatives (70). We start from the covariant derivative
with respect to the local spatial coordinates denoted by ∇a.
It is defined by

∇aϕ ¼ Σa
kDkϕ: ð73Þ

The new fields Σa
kðt; rÞ carry two indices: The lower one

refers to the local coordinates, and the upper one corre-
sponds to the global coordinates. After some algebra, we
find that

δ0∇aϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μð∇aϕÞ − imvbxb∇aϕ − imvaϕ − λa
b∇bϕ

þDkϕðδ0Σa
k þ ξμ∂μΣk

a − Σa
i∂iξ

k þ λa
bΣb

kÞ
þ iϕ½Σa

kðδ0Bk þ ξμ∂μBk þ ∂kξ
iBi

−m∂kvaxa −mvkÞ þmva�: ð74Þ

To ensure that the transformation of ∇aϕ is of the same
form as ∂kϕ, we impose

δ0Bk ¼ −ξμ∂μBk − ∂kξ
iBi þm∂kvaxa þmvk −mΛk

bvb

δ0Σa
k ¼ −ξμ∂μΣk

a þ Σa
i∂iξ

k − λa
bΣb

k; ð75Þ

where Λk
a is the inverse of Σa

k,

Σa
kΛl

a ¼ δkl : ð76Þ

This ensures the cherished transformation of ∇aϕ,

δ0∇aϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μð∇aϕÞ − imvbxb∇aϕ − imvaϕ − λa
b∇bϕ:

ð77Þ

It is easy to show that

δ0Λk
a ¼ −ξμ∂μΛk

a − Λl
a∂kξ

l − λacΛk
c: ð78Þ

The particular form of localized Galilean transformations
(66) indicates that there may be an arbitrary scaling along
the time arrow. From the form of δ0D0ϕ, it is evident that
the local covariant derivative ∇0ϕ will be a combination of
D0ϕ and Dkϕ. So we propose

∇0ϕ ¼ θðD0ϕþΨkDkϕÞ: ð79Þ

θðtÞ and Ψkðr; tÞ are additional fields, the transformations
of which will be chosen along with that of B0 such that∇0ϕ
transforms covariantly,

δ0∇0ϕ ¼ −ξμ∂μð∇0ϕÞ − imvbxb∇0ϕþ vb∇bϕ: ð80Þ

Calculation leads to the following results:
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δ0B0 ¼ m _vixi − ξμ∂μB0 − ∂0ξ
μBμ þmΛk

aΨkva

δ0θ ¼ −θ_ϵþ ϵ_θ

δ0Ψk ¼ −ξμ∂μΨk þΨi∂iξ
k þ _ϵΨk −

1

θ
vbΣk

b

þ ∂
∂0

ðηk − x0vkÞ: ð81Þ

The first stage of localization of the Galilean symmetry
(44) is now over. One now substitutes ∂0ϕ, ∂kϕ by ∇0ϕ,∇aϕ in the Lagrangian Lðϕ; ∂0ϕ; ∂kϕÞ. As a result, the
Lagrangian becomes L0ðϕ;∇0ϕ;∇aϕÞ.
Observe that when the Galilean transformations are

localized ∂μξ
μ ≠ 0, and so the condition for invariance is

given by (50) instead of (51). What has, however, been
achieved is (51),

δ0L0 þ ξμ∂μL0 ¼ 0: ð82Þ

Thus, the modified Lagrangian L0 is still not invariant under
local Galilean transformations. We remember that the
factor ∂μξ

μ arises from the Jacobian of the coordinate
transformations. This suggests a correction factor Λ so that
the corrected Lagrangian is

L ¼ ΛL0: ð83Þ

Using (82) and (83), we obtain a condition on Λ following
from (50),

δ0Λþ ξμ∂μΛþ ∂μξ
μΛ ¼ 0: ð84Þ

The ansatz

Λ ¼ M
θ
; ð85Þ

where

M ¼ detΛk
a ð86Þ

does the trick, as is explicitly shown below,

δ0Λþ ξμ∂μΛþ ∂μξ
μΛ

¼
�∂Λ
∂θ δ0θ þ

∂Λ
∂M δ0M

�
− ϵ∂0

�
M
θ

�

þ ðηi − vix0Þ∂i

�
M
θ

�
þ ð−_ϵþ ∂iðηi − vix0ÞÞ

�
M
θ

�
:

ð87Þ

But the transformation of M is given by

δ0M ¼ −MΛk
aδ0Σa

k: ð88Þ

The transformation rule of θ is obtained from (81), and δ0M
can be calculated using (75).
Analyzing individual terms in (87), we see

∂Λ
∂θ δ0θ ¼ −

1

θ2
ð−θ_ϵþ ϵ_θÞ ð89Þ

∂Λ
∂M δ0M ¼

�
−
1

θ
MΛk

aδ0Σa
k

�
ð90Þ

−ϵ∂t

�
M
θ

�
¼ −ϵ

�
_M
θ
−
M
θ2

_θ

�
ð91Þ

ðηi − vitÞ∂i

�
M
θ

�
¼ ðηi − vitÞ∂iM

�
1

θ

�

¼ ðηi − vitÞMΣa
k∂iΛk

a

�
1

θ

�
: ð92Þ

Adding all terms, we get back the condition (84). Hence, it
is proved that the Lagrangian is invariant under local
Galilean transformation.
We thus derive the rules of localizing the Galilean

symmetry of a nonrelativistic model. The algorithm is as
follows. Introduce local coordinates at each point of 3D
space. The local basis is connected to the coordinate basis
by (67). If the original theory is given by the action (47)
which is invariant under the global Galilean transformation

xμ → xμ þ ξμ; ð93Þ

where ξμ is defined in (44), then

S ¼
Z

dx0d3x
M
θ
Lðϕ;∇0ϕ;∇aϕÞ ð94Þ

is invariant under the corresponding local Galilean trans-
formations (66).
To illustrate the algorithm of localizing the Galilean

symmetry, we consider the Schrodinger field theory (57)
which was shown to be invariant under the global Galilean
transformation. The localized version that follows from our
algorithm is obtained in two steps. First, the Lagrangian
corresponding to (57) is modified by substituting the partial
derivatives by the corresponding covariant derivatives.
Next, the measure is corrected. The modified Lagrangian
including the measure is given by

L¼ΛL0 ¼M
θ
L0

¼M
θ

�
i
2
ðϕ�∇0ϕ−ϕ∇0ϕ

�Þ− 1

2m
∇aϕ

�∇aϕ

�
: ð95Þ

Under the local Galilean transformations, the modified
Lagrangian L0 satisfies (82) as can be shown by the
following calculation. First,
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δ0L0 ¼
�
i
2
ððδ0ϕ�Þ∇0ϕþ ϕ�ðδ0∇0ϕÞÞ −

1

2m
ðδ0∇kϕ

�Þ∇kϕ

�
þ c:c: ð96Þ

Expanding the individual terms, we get as follows:

i
2
ðδ0ϕ�Þ∇tϕ ¼ i

2
ðϵ∂tϕ

� − ηi∂iϕ
� þ viðt∂iϕ

� þ imxiϕ�ÞÞ∇tϕ ð97Þ

i
2
ϕ�ðδ0∇tϕÞ ¼

i
2
ϕ�ðϵ∂tð∇tϕÞ − ηi∂ið∇tϕÞ þ ðvit∂i − imvixiÞ∇tϕþ vb∇bϕÞ ð98Þ

−
1

2m
ðδ0∇kϕ

�Þ∇kϕ ¼ −
1

2m
½ϵ∂tð∇kϕ

�Þ − ηi∂ið∇kϕ
�Þ þ ðvit∂i þ imvixiÞ∇kϕ

� − λba∇bϕ
� þ imvkϕ��∇kϕ: ð99Þ

Considering only the contribution of the boost part of the local Galilean transformation, we obtain, from (96),

δ0L0 ¼ i
2
½vit∂iϕ

�∇tϕþ imvixiϕ�∇tϕþ ϕ�vit∂i∇tϕ − imvixiϕ�∇tϕþ ϕ�vb∇bϕ

− vit∂iϕ∇tϕ
� þ imxiviϕ∇tϕ

� − ϕvit∂i∇tϕ
� − imvixiϕ∇tϕ

� − ϕvb∇bϕ
��

−
1

2m
½ðvit∂i þ imvixiÞ∇kϕ

� þ imvkϕ��∇kϕ −
1

2m
½ðvit∂i − imvixiÞ∇kϕ − imvkϕ�∇kϕ

�;

which simplifies to

δ0L0 ¼ vit∂iL0: ð100Þ

Also, for the boost part,

ξμ∂μL0 ¼ −vit∂iL0: ð101Þ

Thus, from (100) and (101),

δ0L0 þ ξμ∂μL0 ¼ 0: ð102Þ

Inclusion of Λ as done in (83) now ensures the invariance
condition (50). Therefore, our Lagrangian (95) is invariant
under local Galilean transformation.
A particularly important point about the localization of

the Galilean symmetry is the “peculiarity” of transforma-
tions of different types of fields. While the transformations
in spatial rotation can be categorized easily by the repre-
sentations of the rotation group, the behavior under boost
does not fall in such categories. Concerning gauge fields in
the nonrelativistic case, there is a certain amount of
confusion in the literature [1,2,30]. Thus, for instance, it
was reported [1] that when the Galilean symmetries of a
model with U(1) symmetry was modified to a spatially
diffeomorphic model the Galilean boost symmetry could
only be retrieved if a certain relation between the gauge
parameter and the boost parameter is assumed. Clearly,
such a relationship can hardly be motivated. Again, in
(2þ 1)-dimensional nonrelativistic theories, the dynamics
of the gauge field may be dictated by the topological CS
term. The CS dynamics is of immense importance from a
practical point of view. In this scenario, it is remarkable that

some authors reported that the CS dynamics cannot be
included as such in the spatially diffeomorphic theory [2].
Note that there is no general consensus about this result
also. Thus, the CS dynamics has been successfully intro-
duced in Ref. [30]. However, in this work, much labor is
expended to justify the coupling of a scalar field with the
spin connection. In our view, all these confusions can be
traced to the lack of a consistent method of coupling a
gauge theory with the curvature of the space. It is therefore
reassuring to know that in our scheme gauge fields are
naturally accommodated as per the same general program
which was used for a scalar field theory. This will be
discussed now.

B. Inclusion of gauge field

We have explained how global Galilean symmetry is
localized taking the simplest example of a scalar field
theory. We will now include interaction with a Uð1Þ gauge
field, keeping one of the most significant areas of appli-
cation to the theory of the FQHE [1] in mind. The starting
action with global Galilean symmetry is

S ¼
Z

dx0d2xLðϕ; ∂μϕ; Aμ; ∂μAνÞ: ð103Þ

Apart from the invariance of the action (103) under global
Galilean transformations (44), it is assumed to be sym-
metric under local Abelian gauge transformations

ϕ → ϕþ iΛϕ

Aμ → Aμ − ∂μΛ: ð104Þ

RABIN BANERJEE and PRADIP MUKHERJEE PHYSICAL REVIEW D 93, 085020 (2016)

085020-12



This additional symmetry poses a challenge to our
localization procedure. The localization of the Galilean
invariance and its subsequent geometric interpretation
should not disturb theUð1Þ gauge invariance of the original
model.
We now discuss the issue of global Galilean trans-

formations of the gauge fields in some details. Under these
transformations (44), the complex scalar field ϕ and its
derivatives ∂kϕ and ∂0ϕ transform as in Eq. (56). The
transformations of Aμ and its various derivatives are
required as new input. As we mentioned earlier, due to
the intricacies of nonrelativistic spacetime, the transforma-
tion of various fields (under boost) must be determined

from case to case. The transformations of the gauge
potential were obtained in Ref. [48]. Of course, Ak trans-
forms as a vector under rotation, while A0 transforms as a
scalar under the same. Combining these, the transforma-
tions of Aμ under global Galilean transformations are
written as

δ0A0 ¼ ϵ∂0A0 − ηl∂lA0 þ tvl∂lA0 þ vlAl

δ0Ai ¼ ϵ∂0Ai − ηl∂lAi þ tvl∂lAi þ λi
lAl: ð105Þ

Then, the transformations of their derivatives can be shown
to be

δ0∂kA0 ¼ ϵ∂0ð∂kA0Þ − ðηl − x0vlÞ∂lð∂kA0Þ þ λk
l∂lA0 þ vl∂kAl

δ0∂0A0 ¼ ϵ∂0ð∂0A0Þ − ðηl − x0vlÞ∂lð∂0A0Þ þ vl∂lA0 þ vl∂0Al ð106Þ

and

δ0∂kAi ¼ ϵ∂0ð∂kAiÞ − ðηl − x0vlÞ∂lð∂kAiÞ þ λk
l∂lAi þ λi

l∂kAl

δ0∂0Ak ¼ ϵ∂0ð∂0AkÞ − ðηl − x0vlÞ∂lð∂0AkÞ þ vl∂lAk þ λk
l∂0Al: ð107Þ

These are the transformations that ensure

δ0Lþ ξμ∂μL ¼ 0: ð108Þ

Also, ∂μξ
μ ¼ 0. Together they keep δS ¼ 0 under the

global Galilean transformations, where S is given by (103).
Now, we make the transformations local by invoking

(66). One should remember that after localization these
transformations can be viewed as Galilean transformations
only locally. The final form of the local Galilean invariant
theory will thus refer to the local coordinates. This explains
the introduction of the local coordinates xa [see Eq. (67)],
notwithstanding the fact that in flat Euclidean space they
are trivially connected with the global coordinates.
Once the parameters of the transformations are local, the

partial derivatives of ϕ, A0, Ai with respect to space and
time will no longer transform as (56), (106) and (107).
Following the gauge procedure, one needs to introduce
covariant derivatives which will transform covariantly as
(56), (106) and (107) with respect to the local coordinates.
As we have shown above, the first step in the process of
localization is to convert the ordinary derivatives into
covariant derivatives with respect to the global coordinates.
To begin with, introduce the gauge fields Bμ to define
covariant derivatives of the complex scalar field ϕ with
respect to space and time in global coordinate as

~Dμϕ ¼ ∂μϕþ iBμϕ: ð109Þ

Similarly, new gauge fields Cμ, Fμ will be introduced to
define global covariant derivatives for the fields Aμ as

~DμA0 ¼ ∂μA0 þ iCμA0

~DμAi ¼ ∂μAi þ iFμAi: ð110Þ

Note that different sets of gauge fields are introduced for A0

and Ai, a typical signature of Galilean spacetime. Also, note
the structural similarity of the global covariant derivatives
in each case.
In the next step, the global covariant derivatives are

converted to covariant derivatives with respect to space and
time in local coordinates. For the complex scalar field,
these local covariant derivatives were already defined (73).
We found that the local covariant derivatives transform
covariantly (134) provided the additional fields trans-
formed as (75) and (81).
The new feature of the present model is the inclusion of

the gauge fields Aμ in the original action. We follow a
similar procedure to construct the appropriate local covar-
iant derivatives for these fields

∇aA0 ¼ Σa
k ~DkA0

∇0A0 ¼ θð ~D0A0 þΨk ~DkA0Þ
∇aAb ¼ ðΣa

k ~DkAiÞδib
∇0Ab ¼ θð ~D0Ai þΨk ~DkAiÞδib: ð111Þ
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Plugging in the expressions of δ0Σa
k, δ0Ψk, δ0θ, the local covariant derivatives will transform as the usual ones [see

Eqs. (106) and (107)],

δ0ð∇aA0Þ ¼ ϵ∂0ð∇aA0Þ − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lð∇aA0Þ þ λa
b∇bA0 þ vb∇aAb

δ0ð∇0A0Þ ¼ ϵ∂0ð∇0A0Þ − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lð∇0A0Þ þ vb∇bA0 þ vb∇0Ab

δ0ð∇aAbÞ ¼ ϵ∂0ð∇aAbÞ − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lð∇aAbÞ þ λa
c∇cAb þ λb

c∇aAc

δ0ð∇0AbÞ ¼ ϵ∂0ð∇0AbÞ − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lð∇0AbÞ þ va∇aAb þ λb
c∇0Ac; ð112Þ

provided the newly introduced fields transform as

δ0C0 ¼ ϵ _C0 þ _ϵC0 − ð_ηi − _vix0ÞCi − ðηi − vix0Þ∂iC0 þ vlCl þ iA0
−1 _vlAl

δ0Ck ¼ ϵ _Ck − ∂kðηi − vix0ÞCi − ðηi − vix0Þ∂iCk þ iA0
−1∂kðvlÞAl

δ0F0 ¼ ϵ _F0 þ _ϵF0 − ð_ηl − _vlx0ÞFl − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lF0 þ vlFl

δ0Fk ¼ ϵ _Fk − ∂kðηl − vlx0ÞFl − ðηl − vlx0Þ∂lFk: ð113Þ

Certain interesting features in the construction of the
local covariant derivatives for the gauge fields are to be
noted. First, we assume the same basic structure for
constructing the corresponding global covariant deriva-
tives as was done for the complex scalar field earlier.
Second, it is remarkable that the same basic fields are
employed to convert global to local covariant derivatives
with the same set of transformation rules. This explains
why these fields are connected with the geometry of the
nonrelativistic spacetime [26]. Indeed, this is the genesis
of the obtention of Newton-Cartan space-time, as elab-
orated in Sec. IV. H.
The localization of Galilean transformation and sym-

metry restoration for the action is now straightforward.
Following the same approach stated above, the action will
be modified, replacing the partial derivatives by the local
covariant derivatives. We will now have to amend for the
fact that ∂μξ

μ is no longer zero. But we know how to do it.
Invoke the correction factor (86) in the measure of
integration. This prescription leads to the action

S ¼
Z

dx0d2x

�
M
θ

�
Lðϕ;∇αϕ; Aα;∇αAβÞ; ð114Þ

where α, β≡ 0, a. The action (114) is invariant under the
local Galilean transformations (66). The structure of the
action where the derivatives are replaced by covariant
derivatives indicates that the Uð1Þ gauge symmetry of
the flat space model (103) is preserved. In the following, we
will address this issue in connection with specific models.
We will now discuss various applications of the formal-

ism developed in this section. The keynote is that the theory
(114) can be reinterpreted as a geometric theory where the
connection between the global and the local coordinates
will be nontrivial. This will lead naturally to diffeomor-
phism invariant theories in a nonrelativistic setting.

IV. APPLICATIONS

As we have repeatedly emphasized, the motivation of the
Galilean gauge theory discovered in Refs. [25,27] came
from the requirements of the theory of the FQHE [1,2]. In
the theory of the FQHE, trapped electrons moving on a
plane are considered. The most general symmetry, that goes
beyond the usual Galilean symmetry, in this context, is the
spatial diffeomorphism symmetry [1]. So we begin with the
abstraction of spatial diffeomorphism. The approach is
valid for general D-dimensional space where D will be
taken to be 2 in the study of the FQHE.

A. Emergence of spatial diffeomorphism

We will now show that our formalism leads to diffeo-
morphism invariant theory in space. Since the goal is
diffeomorphism in space, we take the time translation in
(66) vanishing,

ϵðx0Þ ¼ 0: ð115Þ

Using (115) and the second equation of (81) we can show
that θ ¼ constant. Without any loss of generality, it can be
taken to be 1. The local Galilean transformations (66) with
ϵ ¼ 0 are then equivalent to

xk → xk þ ξk; ð116Þ

where ξk is an arbitrary function of space and time defined
in (66). To give these the sense of local Galilean trans-
formations, we have to refer them to the local coordinates.
We know how to write the corresponding locally Galilean
invariant theory discussed in the last section. The action is

S ¼
Z

dx0d2xMLðϕ;∇αϕ; Aα;∇αAβÞ; ð117Þ
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which is obtained from the action (114) by substituting
θ ¼ 1. Also note that

∇0ϕ ¼ Σ0
0D0ϕþ Σ0

kDkϕ

¼ θD0ϕþ θΨkDkϕ ¼ D0ϕþΨkDkϕ: ð118Þ

We have interpreted the action (117) to be a theory
invariant under Galilean transformations in xa with Ψk, Σk

a,
Bk as new fields that are functions of xa and t. But due to
the trivial nature of the transformations (67), they can as
well be considered as fields that are functions of global flat
coordinates xk and time. However, the form of the action
(117) indicates that it can be given a much more elegant
interpretation. Forget about the triviality of the local spatial
coordinates, and elevate it to the status of locally inertial
coordinates in the tangent space at xk. In this new
interpretation, the coordinates labeled by ‘a’ define an
orthogonal basis with origin at the point of contact, and the
local and global coordinates agree on a patch of curved
space containing the origin. In this scheme, Σk

a and its
inverse act as vielbeins that transform from locally inertial
coordinates to global ones and vice versa. This indicates the
possibility of reinterpreting the invariance of (114) under
(66) as diffeomorphism invariance under (116) in curved
space. The coordinates labeled by μ define the coordinate
basis in the curved space. That this interpretation is
consistent will be shown below.
Let us reexamine the structure of the transformation of

Σa
k, which is obtained from (75) under the condition ϵ ¼ 0 as

δ0Σa
k ¼ Σa

i∂iξ
k − ξi∂iΣa

k þ λa
bΣb

k: ð119Þ

Note the dual aspects of the transformation. With respect to
the coordinates xi, it satisfies the transformation rules of a
contravariant vector under the general coordinate transfor-
mation (116), whereas with respect to the coordinates xb, it is
a local rotation. From the transformation ofΛk

a given by (78),
we find to our delight that it transforms as a covariant vector
under diffeomorphism (116) corresponding to its lower tier
index k while as a Euclidean vector under rotation corre-
sponding to its local index a. It will thus be reasonable to
propose the following connection between local and global
coordinates in the overlapping patch,

dxa ¼ Σa
kdxk ð120Þ

and

dxa ¼ Λk
adxk; ð121Þ

where Λk
a is the inverse of Σa

k. In the above relations (120)
and (121), dxk is the differential increment of the general
curved space coordinate.Note that, contrary to (67), the above
connections have become nontrivial.

We will next show that we can construct a metric (and its
inverse) for the manifold from the fields Σa

k and its inverse
Λk

a. Let us define

gij ¼ δcdΛi
cΛj

d ð122Þ

as “the metric.” From the transformation rules for Λi
c, we

can prove that under (116) gij transforms as a covariant
tensor,

δ0gij ¼ −ξk∂kgij − gik∂jξ
k − gkj∂iξ

k: ð123Þ

This buttresses the claim of gij to be a metric. However, the
most important role of the metric is to give the invariant
distance between two points. Here, in local coordinates, the
distance between two points is given by dxadxa. Using
(120) and the definition (122), we obtain

dxadxa ¼ Λk
adxkΛl

adxl

¼ δabΛk
adxkΛl

bdxl

¼ gkldxkdxl: ð124Þ

Indeed, gij is nondegerate as it admits the following inverse,

gkl ¼ δabΣa
kΣb

l; gklglm ¼ δkm; ð125Þ

which can be checked explicitly.
Now, following (122), a scintillating result follows:

M ¼ detΛi
c ¼ ffiffiffi

g
p

: ð126Þ

We can therefore propose the replacement, recalling θ ¼ 1,

Z
dx0d2x

M
θ
→

Z
dx0d2x

ffiffiffi
g

p ð127Þ

in (114). Note that the action (114) is invariant under
certain transformations in flat space in the global flat
coordinates where the new fields θ, Ψk, Σ;a

k appear.
These transformations could be identified with Galilean
transformations only in local coordinates which are defined
by (67). It was gratifying to observe that the new fields may
be interpreted as geometric objects that transform from the
global curved space to the local tangent space. The trans-
formation of the measure given in (127) is thus interpreted
as a change of measure from local inertial coordinates to the
coordinates that chart globally curved space. The emer-
gence of the required measure to be compatible with
general coordinate transformation (116) is delightful to
observe. By this reinterpretation of the fields, we get curved
geometry. The idea of spatial diffeomorphism that has
surfaced in the theory of the FQHE [1,2] from an empirical
point of view is thus shown to have a deep connection with

NEW APPROACH TO NONRELATIVISTIC … PHYSICAL REVIEW D 93, 085020 (2016)

085020-15



the localization of Galilean symmetry. In Sec. IV. B, wewill
elaborate on the FQHE.
Now, events happen not only in space but at a certain time

instant also. Though we are working with vanishing time
translation, the appearance of time in the diffeomorphism
parameter ξ makes the time arrow relative at different points
of curved space. The time component of the vectors in the
local flat coordinates will not be simply equal to the time
component of the vectors in the curved space. That iswhywe
have distinguished the corresponding indices from the
beginning. To relate the time components, we will use the
remaining field Ψk and its transformation rule from (81).
Naturally, this transformation rule does not show obvious
geometric interpretation (spacetime is not a singlemanifold).
However, it fits with the concept of emergent spatial diffeo-
morphism, as wewill see. In the following, when we discuss
spacetime invariance, both θ and Ψk will play crucial roles.
From a practical point of view, our theory gives a

structured algorithm of constructing spatially diffeomorphic
theory from Galilean symmetric theories with the general
structure of (103). To establish this algorithm, we have to see
how the transformations of the fields and the covariant
derivatives obtained from the gauge approach in the previous
section can be written in the backdrop of curved space.
The local coordinates map the tangent space at a space

point. Geometric quantities are defined in the tangent space
and allow arbitrary rotations. However, since the local
system is tied to a point in the curved space, Galilean boost
is now no longer included in the local transformations. It is
now absorbed in the spatial diffeomorphism. With this
picture in mind, the transformations of the physical fields
have to be investigated.
The fields ϕ and A0, Aa are at our disposal. Using

Eqs. (52) and (105), we can write these rules in the local
coordinates as

δ0ϕ ¼ −ξk∂kϕ − imvaxaϕ

δ0A0 ¼ −ξk∂kA0 þ vbAb

δ0Aa ¼ −ξk∂kAa þ λa
bAb: ð128Þ

In terms of these, we will define the appropriate fields in the
curved space. Remember in this context that this mapping
can only be achieved in the overlap of the two systems i.e in
the neighborhood of the origin of the local system.
We start with the scalar field ϕ. The transformation of the

scalar field in the curved space is obtained from (128) as

δ0ϕ ¼ −ξi∂iϕ: ð129Þ
Note that in the new interpretation the two descriptions
match in the neighborhood of the origin of the local
coordinate system. This is why the last term of the
corresponding equation of (128) does not appear in (129).
Components of the vector field A are connected by a

relation similar to (120),

Aa ¼ Σa
kAk: ð130Þ

The transformation of Aa is the Galilean transformation
given in (128), and that of Σa

k is given by (119). The
resulting transformation of Ak in the curved basis is
obtained by equating the form variations of both sides
of (130). A straightforward calculation yields

δ0Ak ¼ −ξi∂iAk − ∂kξ
iAi: ð131Þ

This is the required transformation for a covariant vector.
Particular care is needed for discussing the time com-

ponents of the fields. As has been already emphasized,
though there is no time translation but time is involved in
the spatial diffeomorphism parameters. The time compo-
nent with respect to the local coordinates (denoted by an
overbar on zero) is to be related to the time component in
curved coordinates by the following ansatz:

A0 ¼ A0 þΨkAk: ð132Þ

Exploiting (128), the transformation rule for A0 is then
worked out as

δ0A0 ¼ −ξi∂iA0 − _ξiAi: ð133Þ

The structure of the above transformation is to be noted.
The second term is dependent on the time variation of the
diffeomorphism parameter which can only be avoided if we
consider time-independent transformations. The structure
of (133) is the paradigm of the transformation of time
components in the curved space, as will be subsequently
observed.
After obtaining the transformations for the basic fields,

the geometric interpretation is established on a firm ground.
However, the issue of substituting the covariant derivatives
∇0ϕ, ∇kϕ, ∇aAb, ∇0Aa, ∇aA0 and ∇0A0 by appropriate
derivatives with respect to the curved coordinates still
remains. We denote these, respectively, by D0ϕ, Dkϕ,
DkAl, D0Al, DkA0 and D0A0. The following definitions are
proposed:

∇aϕ¼Σa
kDkϕ

∇0ϕ¼D0ϕþΨkDkϕ

∇aAb¼Σa
kΣb

lDkAl

∇0Aa¼Σa
kðD0AkþΨlDlAkÞ

∇aA0¼Σa
kðDkA0þΨlDkAlÞ

∇0A0¼D0A0þΨkDkA0þΨkD0AkþΨkΨlDkAl: ð134Þ

Note that the construction of the time component of the
covariant derivatives mimics our prescription (132).
Furthermore, there is a structural similarity of the above
relations with those covariant derivatives defined in the
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global and local coordinates. For instance, the first relation
in (134) matches with (73). However, whereas Σa

k in (73) is
just a field, it is a vielbein in (134). Also, there are other
subtle differences in interpretation which will slowly
unfold.
The transformation laws of the new derivatives in curved

space are once again obtained from the transformations
rules (131), (133) and (112). To illustrate our method, we
take the transformation of Dkϕ and show the calculation
explicitly. Taking the form variation of both sides of the
first equation of (134), we get

δ0ð∇aϕÞ ¼ ðδ0Σa
kÞDkϕþ Σa

kðδ0DkϕÞ: ð135Þ

From (77), we write

δ0ð∇aϕÞ¼−ξb∂bð∇aϕÞ−imvb∇aðxbϕÞþλa
b∇bϕ: ð136Þ

The penultimate term of the above expression will have a
vanishing contribution because in the overlap of the two
coordinate systems xbϕ must be smoothly vanishing.
Substituting this result on the left-hand side of (135) and
using the transformation of Σa

k, we get the transformation
δ0Dkϕ. Working in an analogous way, we get the trans-
formation rules of the other curved space derivatives. The
results are summarized as

δ0Dkϕ ¼ −ξi∂iðDkϕÞ − ∂kξ
iDiϕ

δ0D0ϕ ¼ −ξi∂iðD0ϕÞ − _ξkDkϕ

δ0DkAl ¼ −ξi∂iðDkAlÞ − ∂kξ
mDmAl − ∂lξ

mDkAm

δ0D0Ak ¼ −ξi∂iðD0AkÞ − ∂kξ
lD0Al − _ξlDlAk

δ0DkA0 ¼ −ξi∂iðDkA0Þ − ∂kξ
lDlA0 − _ξlDkAl

δ0D0A0 ¼ −ξi∂iðD0A0Þ − _ξkðDkA0 þD0AkÞ: ð137Þ

Note that all the curved space derivatives defined by (137)
transform canonically, following the transformations cor-
responding to their component labels established for the
field components. For example, the expression for δ0ðDkϕÞ
shows thatDkϕ transforms as Ak [see Eq. (131)]. Similarly,
D0ϕ transforms as A0 [see Eq. (133)]. The higher rank
tensors like DkAl transform appropriately.
For explicit calculations, we will require expressions for

the derivativesDkϕ,D0ϕ,DkAl,D0Ak,DkA0 in terms of the
basic fieldswithwell-defined transformations. These expres-
sions are obtained by requiring consistency with (137).
Following this, we define the derivatives D0ϕ and Dkϕ as

D0ϕ ¼ ∂0ϕþ iB0ϕ

Dkϕ ¼ ∂kϕþ iBkϕ; ð138Þ

where the transformation rules for the newly introduced
fields B0 and Bk are given by

δ0B0 ¼ −ξi∂iB0 − _ξiBi

δ0Bk ¼ −ξi∂iBk − ∂kξ
iBi: ð139Þ

We observe that Bk transforms as a covariant spatial vector
[see Eq. (131)] andB0 transforms in the sameway as the time
component of vectors are expected to transform in our
formalism [see Eq. (133)]. It is also gratifying to see that
the transformations Bμ as given by (139) are nothing but the
transformations ofBμ which were introduced during gauging
Galilean symmetry in the limit of spatial diffeomorphism, i.e.
no time translation symmetry and exclusion of the Galilean
boost from the local transformations [see Eqs. (75) and (81)].
This not only shows the internal consistency of our con-
struction but also indicates a larger geometric implication of
the method. Later, in the following, we explore this
elaborately.
A word about the introduction of the new field B is

useful. Observe that the set of vector fields Awas present in
the original model. The new vector fields B emerge from
the localization prescription that leads to our formulation in
curved space.
Similarly, we define the other derivatives acting on As in

the following way,

DiAk ¼ ð∂iAk − ∂kAiÞ þ iðBiAk − BkAiÞ
D0Ak ¼ ð∂0Ak − ∂kA0Þ þ iðB0Ak − BkA0Þ
DkA0 ¼ ð∂kA0 − ∂0AkÞ þ iðBkA0 − B0AkÞ; ð140Þ

such that they satisfy the transformation rules (137).
The algorithm for the construction of the spatially

diffeomorphic nonrelativistic theories can now be
summarized:
(1) Assume a nonrelativistic matter field theory in space

which is Galilean invariant. For simplicity and
priority, we consider a complex scalar field, but
otherwise the action is generic. The theory may be
endowed with other (internal) symmetries. In this
paper, we have taken Uð1Þ symmetry as the addi-
tional symmetry, obviously keeping an eye out for
applications to the FQHE.

(2) Gauge the Galilean symmetry by replacing the
derivatives of the field by the corresponding local
covariant derivatives. Also, correct the measure
appropriately as in (114). The resulting theory is
now locally Galilean invariant theory.

(3) Take time translation vanishing. The local Galilean
transformations are then equivalent to general coor-
dinate transformations in curved space.

(4) Formulate the theory as a theory invariant under
general coordinate transformations in a curved space
by the substitution (127) and by replacements of
the covariant derivatives in the action (114) by the
covariant derivatives in the curved space. Use the
definitions (134).
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(5) The diffeomorphic theory obtained in the above
procedure will contain the fields Σa

k and Ψk. The
fields Σa

k will be grouped to give rise to tensors in
the curved space, e.g. the metric tensor. The fields
Ψk are independent fields in the theory without any
kinetic term. Later in this paper, we will relate Ψk to
the Newton-Cartan geometry.

Following this algorithm, the spatial diffeomorphism
invariant action corresponding to the Galilean invariant
theory (103) is given by

S ¼
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
Lðϕ; Dμϕ; Aμ; DμAνÞ: ð141Þ

B. Fractional quantum Hall effect

The concept of spatial diffeomorphism invariance finds
application in the theory of the FQHE [1,2]. We therefore

start froman examplewhichmodels a nonrelativistic electron
moving in an external gauge field, given by the action

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xk

�
i
2
ðϕ�Δ0ϕ − ϕΔ0ϕ

�Þ − 1

2m
Δkϕ

�Δkϕ

�
;

ð142Þ

where

Δ0ϕ ¼ ∂0ϕþ iA0ϕ

Δkϕ ¼ ∂kϕþ iAkϕ ð143Þ
and Aμ is the external gauge field. The theory (142) is
invariant under global Galilean transformations (44) as can
be checked explicitly. Note that the theory is also invariant
under Uð1Þ gauge transformation (104).
Simplifying (142), we can get

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xk

�
i
2
ðϕ�∂0ϕ − ϕ∂0ϕ

�Þ − ϕ�ϕA0 −
1

2m
∂kϕ

�∂kϕ −
Ak

2

2m
ϕ�ϕþ i

2m
Akðϕ�∂kϕ − ϕ∂kϕ

�Þ
�
: ð144Þ

The corresponding theory invariant under local Galilean transformations (66), according to our algorithm, is

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xa
M
θ

�
i
2
ðϕ�∇0ϕ − ϕ∇0ϕ

�Þ − 1

2m
∇aϕ

�∇aϕ − ϕ�ϕA0 −
Aa

2

2m
ϕ�ϕþ i

2m
Aaðϕ�∇aϕ − ϕ∇aϕ

�Þ
�
: ð145Þ

In the following, we will consider spatial diffeomorphism
(ϵ ¼ 0) where θ ¼ 1. We can then transform our results in a
geometric setting following the algorithm presented earlier.
Let us first consider the special case when ξ, the spatial

diffeomorphism parameter, is time independent. From the
definition of ξi (66), we find v ¼ 0. Then, the third equation
of (81) shows that, along with the time independence of ξ,
Ψk ¼ 0 may be chosen. Under this condition, ∇0ϕ ¼ D0ϕ.
After some algebra, the action (145) reduces to

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xðdetΛk
aÞ
�
i
2
ðϕ�D0ϕ − ϕD0ϕ

�Þ

− ϕ�ϕA0 − Σa
kΣa

l

�
1

2m
Dkϕ

�Dlϕ

�

− Σa
kΣa

l

�
1

2m
AkAlϕ

�ϕ
�

þ Σa
kΣa

l

�
i
2m

Akðϕ�Dlϕ − ϕDlϕ
�Þ
��

:

Using the definition of the metric (125), this is reduced to a
generally covariant theory in the curved space

S¼
Z

dx0d2xðdetΛk
aÞ
�
i
2
ðϕ�ðD0þiA0Þϕ−ϕðD0−iA0Þϕ�ÞÞ

−gkl
1

2m
ðDk−iAkÞϕ�ðDlþiAlÞϕ

�
: ð146Þ

The action (146) can now be written as a nonrelativistic
diffeomorphism invariant action,

S¼
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
ðϕ�D0ϕ−ϕD0ϕ

�Þ−gkl
1

2m
Dkϕ

�Dlϕ

�
;

ð147Þ
where

D0ϕ ¼ D0ϕþ iA0ϕ ¼ ∂0ϕþ iðA0 þ B0Þϕ
Dkϕ ¼ Dkϕþ iAkϕ ¼ ∂kϕþ iðAk þ BkÞϕ: ð148Þ

So,we can interpret from the result that the localization of
Galilean symmetry for the nonrelativistic field theoretic
model of complex scalar fields interacting with a vector
field in flat space gives a theory with an action invariant
under general coordinate transformation in curved space.
Note that we have considered the spatial diffeomorphism
parameter as time independent, and there is no time
translation.
It may be mentioned that, in the absence of the gauge

field, the diffeomorphism invariant action would be given
by (147) with Aμ ¼ 0. The flat space limit of that action
would correspond to the theory of complex scalars (142)
without any gauge interaction. In the presence of gauge
fields, the action (147) involves the fields Aμ and Bμ in the
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combination ðAμ þ BμÞ. Also, Aμ and Bμ have identical
transformation properties.5 Effectively, therefore, by
a field redefinition, there is only one field—say Aμ—and
we may write the diffeomorphism invariant action
as (147) with

D0ϕ ¼ ∂0ϕþ iA0ϕ

Dkϕ ¼ ∂kϕþ iAkϕ: ð149Þ
Indeed, this feature [having Aμ and Bμ in the specific
combination (Aμ þ Bμ)] is not a general characteristic and
would not hold if the gauge field Aμ was dynamical. This
has been illustrated (see Secs. IV. D and IV. F) for the
specific example where complex scalars were coupled to a
gauge field of which the dynamics was governed by the
Chern-Simons term. The corresponding general coordinate
invariant form for the Chern-Simons piece contains a
correction that does not involve the B field (170). The B
field now has a geometric role since it gets related to the
spin connection (183) that is useful in understanding the
geometry of the FQHE.
Keeping the above observations in mind, let us now

compare our results with that of Ref. [1]. This will
be done in some details. Apart from showing the con-
nection of our approach with Ref. [1], it will also illustrate
how some of the shortcomings or pitfalls there are avoided
in the present context. The authors of Ref. [1] obtained
spatial diffeomorphism by applying the minimal coupling
prescription to a theory of complex scalars leading to the
action

S ¼
Z

dx0dx
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
ðϕ†∂0ϕ − ψ∂0ϕ

†Þ − A0ϕ
†ϕ

−
gij

2m
ð∂iϕ

† − iAiϕ
†Þð∂jϕþ iAjϕÞ

�
; ð150Þ

which is invariant under infinitesimal transformations,

xi → xi
0 ¼ xi

0 ðxiÞ;
ϕðx0; xÞ → ϕðx0; x0Þ ¼ ϕðx0; xÞ;

A0ðx0; xÞ → A0
0ðx0; x0Þ ¼ A0ðx0; xÞ;

Aiðx0; xÞ → Ai0 ðx0; x0Þ ¼
∂xi
∂xi0 Aiðx0; xÞ

gijðx0; xÞ → gi0j0 ðx0; x0Þ ¼
∂xi
∂xi0

∂xj
∂xj0 gijðx

0; xÞ; ð151Þ

when the fields transform as6

δϕ ¼ −ξk∂kϕ;

δA0 ¼ −ξk∂kA0;

δgij ¼ −ξk∂kgij − gik∂jξ
k − gkj∂iξ

k;

δAi ¼ −ξk∂kAi − Ak∂iξ
k: ð152Þ

Theaction(150)agreeswith(147)withthecovariantderivative
defined as (149). In the time-independent case, the trans-
formations of basic fields given above become identical with
that obtained here in (129), (133), (131) and (139).
When the diffeomorphism parameter ξi is time depen-

dent, the real difference comes up. The action (150) is no
longer invariant. Lacking a systematic algorithm, the
authors of Ref. [1] found, “by trial and error,” that the
invariance is restored by modifying the transformation of
the gauge field as

δA0 ¼ −ξk∂kA0 − _ξkAk

δAi ¼ −ξk∂kAi − Ak∂iξ
k þmgik _ξ

k: ð153Þ

The other transformations in (152) are preserved.
In our approach, on the other hand, we have a systematic

algorithm. The transformations of all the fields are canoni-
cal in the sense that these are the standard ones found under
general coordinate transformations. No trial and error
approach is needed. Thus, our transformations are given
by (152) for ϕ, gij and Ai, while it is given by (153) for A0.
Also, one has to remember that for time-dependent trans-
formations the variable Ψk ≠ 0 and the correct diffeo-
morphism invariant action is given by

~S ¼ Sþ SΨ ¼
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
ðϕ�D0ϕ − ϕD0ϕ

�Þ

− gkl
1

2m
Dkϕ

�Dlϕ

�

þ
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
Ψkðϕ�Dkϕ − ϕDkϕ

�Þ
�
:

ð154Þ

Expectedly, the new field Ψk has an important role in
discussing the complete spacetime transformation and is
used in the construction of the basic elements of the
Newton-Cartan geometry (Sec. IV. H).
It is instructive to see how the invariance of ~S is attained.

Under the (canonical) set of transformations that we
employ, the usual action S changes as

5This is true for general coordinate transformations. If gauge
transformations are also included, then Aμ and Bμ have different
transformations.

6Note that, to make a comparison, we have set the gauge
parameter in Ref. [1] to zero, since we consider only diffeo-
morphism symmetry.
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δS ¼ −
i
2

Z
dx0d2x

ffiffiffi
g

p _ξkϕ�ðD
↔

kÞϕ: ð155Þ

To compute δSΨ, one has to specify the transformation
property of Ψk. This is easily read off from (81) by putting
ξ0 ¼ 0 (vanishing temporal translation) and recalling that
the boost parameter vi vanishes in the local frame, so that

δΨk ¼ −ξi∂iΨk þΨm∂mξ
k þ _ξk: ð156Þ

We then find

δSΨ ¼ i
2

Z
dx0d2x

ffiffiffi
g

p _ξkϕ�ðD
↔

kÞϕ ð157Þ

which exactly cancels (155).
In the approach of Ref. [1], the usual (minimally

coupled) action S is retained. Then, the change (155) is
canceled by modifying the variation of Ai by an additional
(noncanonical) piece mgik _ξ

k in (153). To sum up, note that
we do not demand any special transformation for the time-
dependent case. Identical transformation laws for the basic
fields ensure the invariance of the action (154). This is to be
contrasted with Ref. [1] where the same action is retained
but the transformation rules of the basic fields change in a
noncanonical way.7 This is not surprising because the
results of Ref. [1] are obtained in an ad hoc manner. On
the other hand, our analysis does not distinguish between
time-dependent and time-independent cases, both of which
can be obtained in a holistic manner following our
localization procedure.
Before finishing this comparison, we would like to draw

attention to a crucial point. This concerns the abstraction of
the flat limit. In our case, we just replace the covariant
derivatives by the ordinary ones and set the metric flat. The
flat limit is smoothly recovered and does not depend on
the time dependence (or independence) of ξi. A simple
inspection of (154) and (142) confirms the above state-
ment.8 In the approach of Ref. [1], however, taking the flat
limit is problematic due to the presence of the noncanonical
piece mgik _ξ

k in (153). Its flat limit would be mδik _ξ
k.

Obviously, such a term does not exist. The way out of this
impasse was to include gauge transformations also so that

δAi ¼ ∂iα − ξk∂kAi − Ak∂iξ
k þmgik _ξ

k: ð158Þ

The flat space Galilean transformations are then recovered
with a specific choice [1],

α ¼ mvixi; ξi ¼ vit; ð159Þ

so that

δAi ¼ −tvk∂kAi; ð160Þ

yielding the expected transformation. Note that, to cancel the
unwanted term in (158), it is essential to assume a particular
relation between the gauge parameter and the boost param-
eter. This can hardly be motivated on fundamental premises.
Such a shortcoming is avoided in our systematic approach.
Of course, we can also easily implement gauge transforma-
tions which is discussed in the next section.

C. Gauge invariance for complex Schrödinger field
theory in the presence of an external vector field

The original action (103) had a gauge invariance (104).
The process of localization, eventually leading to the
diffeomorphism invariant action (154), preserves this
invariance. An explicit demonstration of the gauge invari-
ance of the action (154) is straightforward. Let us first
consider the structure of the derivatives appearing in (148).
Then, under the gauge transformation (104), it is easy to
show that these derivatives transform covariantly,

D0ϕ → ð1þ iΛÞD0ϕ; Dkϕ → ð1þ iΛÞDkϕ: ð161Þ

Note that the new fields ðBÞ do not transform under the
gauge transformation. Indeed, if B changes under gauge
transformation, then the above covariant property is lost.
The point is that the introduction of B was a consequence of
the localization of spacetime symmetry. So, B changes
under general coordinate transformation but not under the
gauge transformation. It may be recalled that the original
gauge symmetry of the model is preserved by the process of
localization [see for instance the discussion below (94)].
Using the covariant property of the derivatives (161), it is

easy to show that the action (154) is invariant under the
gauge transformation (104).

D. Inclusion of the Chern-Simons term in the action

Another landmark problem is the inclusion of the CS term
in the action [2,3] because, as wementioned earlier, there is a
certain confusion about the possibility of coupling the CS
action with curved two-dimensional space [2,30]. The CS
action, due to its topological origin, is known to be metric
independent. So, the confusion has a surprise element.
However, in ourmethod, the CS action is smoothly included.
We will see this in the following analysis.
The CS action is given by

SCS ¼
Z

d3x
κ

2
ϵμνλAμ∂νAλ ð162Þ

and can be coupled with both relativistic and nonrelativistic
models. It will be convenient to break the action in spatial
and temporal parts,

7These are given in (153) and correspond to Eq. (17) of
Ref. [1].

8Note that Ψk vanishes when the covariant derivative is
replaced by the ordinary derivative.
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SCS ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xk
κ

2
ϵijðA0∂iAj − Ai∂0Aj þ Ai∂jA0Þ:

ð163Þ

It can be shown that (163) is invariant under the global
Galilean transformation using the variations (105).
Following the method to localize the Galilean transforma-
tion stated in the previous section, we can get the
corresponding action invariant under the local Galilean
transformations as

S¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xa
M
θ

κ

2
ϵabðA0∇aAb−Aa∇0AbþAa∇bA0Þ:

ð164Þ

By our construction, this action (164) is invariant under
(66). This can also be checked explicitly.
Now, our algorithm given in Sec. III allows us to

construct the spatially diffeomorphic action as follows:

S¼
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffi
g

p κ

2
ϵabΣa

kΣb
l½ðA0DkAl−AkD0AlþAkDlA0Þ

þΨmAmDkAlþΨmAkðDlAm−DmAlÞ�: ð165Þ

Note that ϵab is a tensor under local (orthogonal) trans-
formations. Thus,

Σa
kΣb

lϵab ¼ ~ϵkl; ð166Þ

where ~ϵkl is the LeviCivitá tensor in the curved space. It is
related to the numerical tensor ϵkl by

~ϵkl ¼ 1ffiffiffi
g

p ϵkl: ð167Þ

Then, the CS action in curved space is obtained from the
above equations as

S ¼
Z

dx0d2x
κ

2
ϵkl½ðA0DkAl − AkD0Al þ AkDlA0Þ

þΨmAmDkAl þΨmAkðDlAm −DmAlÞ�: ð168Þ

Now, the derivatives DμAν are substituted from (140):

S ¼
Z

dx0d2x
κ

2
ϵkl½ðA0ð∂kAl − ∂lAk þ iBkAl − iBlAkÞ − Akð∂0Al − ∂lA0 þ iB0Al − iBlA0Þ

þAkð∂lA0 − ∂0Al þ iBlA0 − iB0AlÞÞ þΨm½Amð∂kAl − ∂lAk þ iBkAl − iBlAkÞ
þAkð∂lAm − ∂mAl þ iBlAm − iBmAlÞ − Akð∂mAl − ∂lAm þ iBmAl − iBlAmÞ��: ð169Þ

Exploiting the antisymmetric property of ϵkl, Eq. (169) further reduces to

S ¼
Z

dx0d2x
κ

2
ϵkl½2ðA0∂kAl − Ak∂0Al þ Ak∂lA0Þ þ 2Ψm½Am∂kAl þ Akð∂lAm − ∂mAlÞ��

¼
Z

dx0d2xκ½ϵμνλAμ∂νAλ þΨmϵkl½Am∂kAl þ Akð∂lAm − ∂mAlÞ��: ð170Þ

Note that the B field has dropped out from the above
expression. Effectively, therefore, the Chern-Simons inter-
action receives a correction to its original form. At first
sight, one may wonder about the correction term in view of
the metric independence of the CS action. But there is no
surprise because we have implemented only diffeomor-
phism in the coordinate space. There is no spacetime
diffeomorphism. The correction term in (170) rather owes
its existence to the metric independence of the CS action.
The correction term is in fart no hindrance to the general

coordinate transformations. It may be shown that the action
(170), under the general coordinate transformations (131),
(133) and (137), changes as

δS ¼
Z

dx0d2xκ∂i½ξiϵklðA0∂kAl − Ak∂0Al þ Ak∂lA0Þ�:

ð171Þ

The integrand is a total derivative and drops to zero
when integrated over space. This proves that the
action is invariant under the general coordinate
transformations.
The Chern-Simons action has proven to be very useful in

the study of the fractional quantum Hall effect. In this
context, it may be noted that the Chern-Simons action is
reported [2] to break the diffeomorphism symmetry. This
has been a major obstacle in applying theories with a
Chern-Simons term in curved space. To recover the lost
invariance, it is essential to introduce correction fields. In
our opinion, these features are manifestations of the ad hoc
prescription used to achieve nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariance from a theory defined in flat space. Our
approach, on the other hand, naturally leads to an appro-
priate Chern-Simons theory in curved space, without any
ad hoc assumptions.
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E. Question of gauge invariance in
Chern-Simons interaction

Under the gauge transformation (104), the action (170)
can be shown to be invariant. The first piece is identically
the Chern-Simons term of which the gauge invariance is
well known. The terms in the second set of parentheses give
a correction to the Chern-Simons action which will vary
under the gauge transformation as

δL ¼ 2Ψmϵkl½ð∂mΛÞð∂kAlÞ þ ð∂kΛÞð∂lAm − ∂mAlÞ
¼ 2ϵkl½∂mðΨmΛ∂kAlÞ þ ∂kðΨmΛð∂lAm − ∂mAlÞÞ
− Λ½ð∂mΨmÞð∂kAlÞ þ ð∂kΨmÞð∂lAm − ∂mAlÞ��:

ð172Þ

The second term proportional to Λ vanishes identically.
Thus, δL is a pure boundary so that the action (170)
remains invariant.
Note that Ψm which appears in the above example is

actually related to the Newton-Cartan data as will be seen
below [26].

F. Applications of Chern-Simons theory in the FQHE

We will now demonstrate that there are no particular
difficulties in using the Chern-Simons theory in the non-
relativistic diffeomorphism invariant space. Recently, such
theories were used by casting the flat space version of CS
gauge theories to a sheared space where the deformation is
independent of time [30]. They used a scalar field theory
interacting with the CS field. Much effort was needed to
explain the coupling of the scalar field with curved space-
time. We will find that in our formalism the scalar field is
most naturally coupled to the spin connection. The form of
the covariant derivative agrees with that of Ref. [30].
In two space dimensions, there is only one component of

angular momentum that generates rotation in space. The
rotation group is therefore Abelian. This is the simplest way
one can understand why the excitations can have arbitrary
(fractional) spin. The spin statistics connection then shows
that the statistics is also arbitrary. This fractional spin can
be attributed to a nonrelativistic electron by attaching flux-
charge composites to the particle which are vortices of the
CS theory [49]. Thereby one can view the particle as a
composite fermion or a composite boson [30]. In flat space,
the particle action is given by the Lagrangian

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xk

�
i
2
ðϕ�Δ0ϕ − ϕΔ0ϕ

�Þ − 1

2m
Δkϕ

�Δkϕ

�

þ
Z

dx0d2xκ½ϵμνλaμ∂νaλ�; ð173Þ

where

Δμϕ ¼ ∂μϕþ iAμϕ∶ Aμ ¼ Aext
μ þ aμ: ð174Þ

The gauge field Aμ contains the external field which
produces the constant magnetic field in the z direction
and the topological Chern-Simons field (aμ) that gives rise
to the flux tube attachment with the electron. Now, the
above theory is invariant under global Galilean trans-
formations (44).
Following our algorithm, it is an easy exercise to couple

(173) with curved spacetime. As a first step, the partial
derivatives should be replaced by covariant derivatives. For
convenience, we will rename

X
0

0 ¼ θ and
X
0

k ¼ Ψk ð175Þ

This nomenclature will be useful in the subsequent analy-
sis. The covariant derivatives are now given by

∇αϕ ¼ Σα
μDμϕ; ð176Þ

where Dμϕ is expressed as

Dμϕ ¼ ∂μϕþ iBμ: ð177Þ

The measure of the volume of integration transforms to [25]

Z
d3x →

Z
d3x

detΛa
k

Σ0
0

: ð178Þ

Bμ is a new gauge field introduced in the localization
process, and Λα

μ is the inverse of Σα
μ. Substituting these

changes, the action (173) can be reinterpreted as a theory in
the curved space. Note that for this interpretation to be valid
with the canonical transformation of the fields the spatial
deformation ξi must be time independent, so that Σ0

0 ¼ 1

and Σk
0 ¼ 0 [27].

The action of the CS coupled nonrelativistic electron
theory in curved space can be written immediately from the
above algorithm. It is given by

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xk
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
ðϕ�D0ϕ − ϕD0ϕ

�Þ

−
1

2m
gklDkϕ

�Dlϕ

�
þ
Z

dx0d2xκ½ϵμνλaμ∂νaλ�; ð179Þ

where

Dμϕ ¼ Dμϕþ iAμϕ ¼ ∂μϕþ iAμ þ iBμϕ ð180Þ

and g is the determinant of gij with

gij ¼ Λi
aΛj

bδab; ð181Þ

where a, b are local coordinate labels on the tangent space.
The theory (179) can easily be interpreted as a theory in
curved space with metric gij. From the transformation rules
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of Σa
k, it can be easily shown that gij transforms as a

second rank tensor under spatial diffeomorphism.
In this geometric backdrop, Bμ is related to the spin

connection. Recalling (71) and the fact that the diffeo-
morphism parameter is independent of time, we write

Bμϕ ¼ 1

2
Bab
μ ωabϕ; ð182Þ

where ωab is the spin part of the rotation generator. Since
we are working in two space dimensions, the right-hand
side of (182) is equal to B12

μ ω12. For the vortices of (173),
the angular momentum operator ω12 ¼ K, where K is the
topological spin [49]. The single component spin connec-
tion thus may be written without the local indices, and

Bμϕ ¼ Kω12
μ ϕ: ð183Þ

The structure of the covariant derivative (Dμ) found in
(180) with Bμ defined as (183) is identical to the form
suggested in Ref. [30]. This form of the covariant derivative
reproduces the Hall viscosity and Wen-Zee shift, as shown
in Ref. [30]. Though our results agree with that of Ref. [30],
there is a significant difference. In Ref. [30], there is a long
discussion followed by elaborate deductions on to justify
how the scalar field couples with the background geometry.
In our theory, it follows simply from geometry.

G. Hydrodynamical form of Schrödinger theory

An interesting and novel application of our approach is
revealed in the context of fluid dynamics. We start with the
Schrödinger Lagrangian with a potential term,

S ¼
Z

dt
Z

d3x

�
i
2
ðϕ�∂tϕ − ϕ∂tϕ

�Þ

−
1

2m
∂kϕ

�∂kϕ − Vðϕ�ϕÞ
�
: ð184Þ

This is just the action (57), augmented by a self-interaction.
If we express the complex field ϕ in polar variables,

ϕ ¼ ffiffiffi
ρ

p
eiα; ð185Þ

then the action (184) takes the form

S ¼
Z

dt
Z

d3x

�
−ρ _α −

�
ρ

2m
ð∂kαÞ2

þ 1

8mρ
ð∂kρÞ2

�
− VðρÞ

�
; ð186Þ

where

VðρÞ ¼ VðρÞ þ 1

8mρ
ð∂kρÞ2: ð187Þ

This is usually referred to as the hydrodynamical version of
Schrödinger theory. The fluid variables are the density ρ
(which is now the analog of the matter density ϕ�ϕ) and the
velocity vk that is related to α by

vk ¼ ∂kα: ð188Þ

Incidentally, the above relation is the Clebsch decomposition

of thevelocity for an irrotational fluid ð ~∇ × ~v ¼ 0Þ. Since the
Lagrangian (186) is already in the first order form, ðρ; αÞ is
the canonical pair in the Hamiltonian formulation. The
Hamiltonian for the fluid is also easily read off from
(186). It involves a corrected potential term V even if the
original Schrödinger theory (184) did not have any such term
[i.e. VðρÞ ¼ 0�. Furthermore, since entropy is not involved,
the hydrodynamics emanating from the Schrödinger theory
is an example of irrotational and isentropic fluid.
Let us next consider the symmetries of the model (186).

It is obvious that it possesses a Galilean symmetry. This is
easily manifested by considering the symmetry in the
original model (184). Using the variable change (185),
the form variation of the fluid variables comes out as

δ0ρ ¼ −ξμ∂μρ

δ0α ¼ −ξμ∂μα −mVixi: ð189Þ

The inhomogeneous contribution in δ0α is the familiar
Galileo 1-cocycle corresponding to the boost algebra.
Apart from the Galilean symmetry, a nontrivial sym-

metry connected to a field-dependent diffeomorphism
transformation was reported in Ref. [32]. However, its
interpretation or geometric meaning was unclear. We,
however, can easily provide the diffeomorphic form of
(186) in space from the systematic approach of obtaining
nonrelativistic diffeomorphism in space, which has been
developed above.
As we know, the algorithm to incorporate spatial NRDI

in (184) contains two steps. First, we get a local Galilean
invariant theory in flat space by replacing the partial
derivatives by appropriate covariant derivatives and, fur-
thermore, suitably altering the measure. This yields, from
(141), the theory

S ¼
Z

dx0
Z

d2xa
M
θ

�
i
2
ðϕ�∇0ϕ − ϕ∇0ϕ

�Þ

−
1

2m
∇aϕ

�∇aϕ − Vðϕ�ϕÞ
�
; ð190Þ

where ∇0ϕ and ∇aϕ are given by (79) and (73), respec-
tively. Equation (145) is an action which is invariant in flat
space under the transformations (69), (75) and (81).
It has been discussed that the transformation equa-

tions (75) and (81) point toward a geometrical interpreta-
tion. Instead of viewing the fields Σk

a defined in flat space,
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we can consider them to be the vielbeins connecting the
coordinate basis with the local orthogonal basis in the patch
containing a spatial point. Thus, the locally Galilean
symmetric theory (190) can again be interpreted as having
a symmetry under general coordinate invariance in space.
The appropriate extension of (184) to a theory with non-
relativistic invariance in curved space is then given by the
action

S¼
Z

dx0d2x
ffiffiffi
g

p �
i
2
ðϕ�D0ϕ−ϕD0ϕ

�Þ− gkl
1

2m
Dkϕ

�Dlϕ

þ i
2
Ψkðϕ�Dkϕ−ϕDkϕ

�Þ−Vðϕ�ϕÞ
�
; ð191Þ

where Dkϕ and D0ϕ are defined in (138).
Now, substituting ϕ ¼ ffiffiffi

ρ
p

eiα in (191) and recalling that
for discussing spatial NRDI θ ¼ 1, we get after some
calculations

S ¼
Z

d3x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p �
i
2
ðρð∂0αþ B0Þ þΨkρð∂kαþ BkÞÞ

−
1

2m
gklð∂kαþ BkÞð∂lαþ BlÞ − VðρÞ

�
; ð192Þ

which is the NRDI fluid model corresponding to (186). It
can be easily shown from (128) and (56) that both ρ and α
transform as scalar with respect to nonrelativistic spatial
diffeomorhism symmetry.
Note that the passage to the flat limit of (192) is trivial.

One just has to substitute gij by δij and put the new fields
B0, Bk and Ψk to be zero. Remarkably, this prescription of
going to the flat limit is universal in our method of
obtention of NRDI in space. This is a welcome feature
in view of the confusion prevalent in the literature.

H. Spacetime transformations

The obtention of the nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariance algorithm developed in Refs. [25,27] is com-
pletely general. In the above, we have considered a subset
where the time translation parameter ϵ ¼ 0. Naturally, a
question arises as to how our algorithm corresponds to the
Galileo-Newton spacetime, the metric formulation of
which was done by E. Cartan [11,12] and perfected over
the years [13–20] by many stalwarts. We will show that the
Newton-Cartan geometry in the most general form (torsion
or without torsion) is directly obtained by our method. The
story does not end here. In the course of this discussion, we
will see that the perspective of the nonrelativistic diffeo-
morphism developed in our formalism can be used to
obtain another nonrelativistic geometry—the much dis-
cussed Horava-Lifshitz [31] geometry. Interestingly but not
accidentally, the flat limit symmetries of the Horava-
Lifshitz geometry comes out to be the Galilean algebra

without boost, unlike the Newton-Cartan which has full
Galilean symmetry.
In the present section, we will consider the geometric

interpretation of the localization of Galilean symmetry in its
full glory. We define a four-dimensional manifold, the
“coordinates” of which are denoted by x0, x1, x2, x3. We set
up local and global frames. Redefining the new fields
introduced in the previous section as in (175) and putting
Σa

0 ¼ 0, we can construct the 4 × 4 invertible matrix,

Σα
μ ¼

�
θ θΨk

0 Σa
k

�
; ð193Þ

where Σa
k has already been introduced in (73). The inverse

matrix Λμ
α satisfies

Σα
μΛμ

β ¼ δβα; Σα
μΛν

α ¼ δμν : ð194Þ

The spatial part Λk
a is the inverse of Σa

k as may be seen in
(76). Note that we are denoting the local coordinates by the
initial Greek letters, i.e. α, β, etc., whereas the global
coordinates are denoted by letters from the middle of the
Greek alphabet, i.e. μ, ν, etc. From the definitions of Σα

μ

and Λμ
α and the transformations of the various fields

involved, we can obtain the corresponding transformation
laws. Thus,

δ0Σ0
k ¼ ϵ _Σk

0 þ Σ0
i∂iðηk − tvkÞ − ηi∂iΣ0

k þ tvi∂iΣ0
k

þ ∂0ðηk − tvkÞθ þ vbΣb
k

δ0Σa
k ¼ ϵ _Σk

a þ Σa
i∂iη

k − tΣa
i∂ivk − λbaΣb

k

− ηi∂iΣa
k þ tvi∂iΣa

k: ð195Þ

Using the definition of ξi from (66), the above equations
can be simplified to

δ0Σ0
k ¼ −ξν∂νΣ0

k þ Σ0
ν∂νξ

k − vbΣb
k

δ0Σa
k ¼ −ξν∂νΣa

k þ Σa
ν∂νξ

k − λa
bΣb

k: ð196Þ

Similarly we can work out

δ0Λ0
a ¼ −ξν∂νΛ0

a − Λν
a∂0ξ

ν − vaΛ0
0

δ0Λk
a ¼ −ξν∂νΛa

k − Λν
a∂kξ

ν − λc
aΛk

c: ð197Þ

The matrix (193) has been derived totally from a non-
relativistic perspective. Their elements transform from flat
tangent space to a global spacetime manifold in the
neighborhood of a point on the manifold. In the flat space,
the spacetime symmetries are the local Galilean sym-
metries. In the following, we will first obtain the
Newton-Cartan geometry by appropriately constructing
two degenerate metrics in correspondence with Cartan’s
prescription. This leads to the most general Newton-Cartan
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(NC) geometry with torsion. If we impose torsion free
condition by symmetrizing the connection, then the stan-
dard NC geometry emerges.
Interestingly, if we impose a nondegenerate metric

structure in spacetime, we get a metric theory with
NRDI. Since we have introduced a single nondegenerate
metric, the full Galilean symmetry cannot hold in the
tangent space. Specifically, the Galilean boost ceases to be
a symmetry. Remarkably, the geometric structure of the
resulting spacetime is identical with the projectable version
of the Horava-Lifshitz geometry. The nonrelativistic origin
of the Horava-Lifshitz geometry and limitations of its
symmetries are revealed with hitherto unachieved clarity.
The present section will demonstrate the validity of these
assertions.

I. Newton-Cartan spacetime

Before beginning the actual construction, it will be
useful to review the salient features of the Newton-
Cartan spacetime [18]. It is a four-dimensional manifold
M endowed with two degenerate metrics of rank 3 and
rank 1, respectively. It is convenient to take a degenerate
spatial metric hμν of rank 3 and a degenerate temporal
vielbein τμ of rank 1. A connection Γμ

νλ is assumed with
respect to which the following metricity conditions hold:

∇μhμν ¼ 0; ∇μτν ¼ 0: ð198Þ

To get an explicit form of the connection Γμ
νλ, we also

require the introduction of the covariant quantities hμν and
the contravariant ones τμ. These are defined by the
following properties:

hμνhνρ ¼ δμρ − τμτρ; τμτμ ¼ 1;

hμντν ¼ 0; hμντν ¼ 0: ð199Þ

Using these, the connection can be written as

Γσ
μν ¼ τσ∂ðμτνÞ þ

1

2
hσρ

�
∂νhρμ þ ∂μhρν − ∂ρhμν

�
: ð200Þ

But the connection Γρ
μν is not uniquely determined by the

metric compatibility conditions (198). These conditions are
also preserved under the shift,

Γρ
μν → Γρ

μν þ hρλKλðμτνÞ; ð201Þ

where Kμν is an arbitrary 2-form [18]. Now, it is possible to
write the most general form of the metric compatible
symmetric connection using this arbitrary 2-form and
(200) as [18,29]

Γσ
μν ¼ τσ∂ðμτνÞ þ

1

2
hσρ

�
∂νhρμ þ ∂μhρν − ∂ρhμν

�

þ hσλKλðμτνÞ: ð202Þ

Our next task is to show that the four-dimensional
spacetime manifold endowed with the matrix Σα

μ and its
inverse Λμ

β has the features of the Newton-Cartan geom-
etry provided all the (extended) Galilean symmetry ele-
ments are retained in the tangent space. With this point of
view, we write down a degenerate spatial metric hμν of rank
3 and a degenerate temporal vielbein τμ of rank 1 in the
following way:

hμν ¼ Σa
μΣa

ν ð203Þ

and

τμ ¼ Λμ
0: ð204Þ

From the form variations of the basic fields [see Eqs. (75),
(195) and (78)], we get

δ0hμν ¼ −ξρ∂ρhμν þ hρν∂ρξ
μ þ hρσ∂σξ

μ: ð205Þ

Similar results can be obtained for δ0τμ,

δ0τμ ¼ δ0Λμ
0 ¼ δ0Λ0

0 ¼ −Λ0
0∂0ξ

0 þ ξ0∂0Λ0
0: ð206Þ

Using these relations, it is easy to show that they have
correct tensorial properties,

hμνðx0Þ ¼ ∂x0μ
∂xρ

∂x0ν
∂xσ h

ρσðxÞ ð207Þ

and

τμðx0Þ ¼
∂xρ
∂x0μ τρðxÞ: ð208Þ

The quantities Σα
μ and Λμ

α can be considered as a direct

and inverse vielbein, and the fields Bαβ
μ (71) may be

interpreted as the spin connection. The affine connection
Γρ
νμ is introduced through the vielbein postulate [18],

∇μΛα
ν ¼ ∂μΛα

ν − Γρ
νμΛα

ρ þ Bα
μβΛβ

ν ¼ 0: ð209Þ

For α ¼ 0 from (209), we can get

∇μΛν
0 ¼ ∂μΛν

0 − Γρ
νμΛρ

0 þ B0
μβΛν

β ¼ 0: ð210Þ

Since B0
μβ vanishes for a Galilean transformation,

Eq. (210) implies

∂μΛν
0 − Γρ

νμΛρ
0 ¼ 0: ð211Þ
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Now, using (204), we find

∇μτν ¼ 0: ð212Þ

This proves the metricity condition (198) for τμ.
The proof of the metricity condition for hμν is a little bit

involved. From (209), using (194), it can be shown that

∂μΣδ
σ − Bμ

β
δΣβ

σ ¼ −Γσ
νμΣδ

ν: ð213Þ

Considering δ ¼ a, we get9

∂μΣa
σ − Bμ

b
aΣb

σ ¼ −Γσ
νμΣa

ν: ð214Þ

Multiplying (214) by Σa
ρ yields

Σa
ρ∂μΣa

σ − Bμ
b
aΣa

ρΣb
σ ¼ −Γσ

νμΣa
ρΣa

ν: ð215Þ

Then, we interchange the indices ρ, σ,

Σa
σ∂μΣa

ρ − Bμ
b
aΣa

σΣb
ρ ¼ −Γρ

νμΣa
σΣa

ν: ð216Þ

Adding (215) and (216) and using the antisymmetric
property of Bμ

ab, we obtain

∂μhρσ þ Γρ
νμhνσ þ Γσ

νμhνρ ¼ 0; ð217Þ

where hμν is defined in (203). That means

∇μhρσ ¼ 0: ð218Þ

Thus, we can conclude that our constructions of hμν (203),
τμ (204) and Γρ

νμ (209) satisfy the metric compatibility
conditions (198).
Our next task is to entirely express the connection in

terms of the metric. For this, we require the covariant metric
hμν and contravariant τμ. Let

hνρ ¼ Λν
aΛρ

a ð219Þ

and

τρ ¼ Σ0
ρ: ð220Þ

Using (203) and (204), we immediately get

hμντν ¼ Σa
μΣa

νΛν
0

¼ Σa
μδ0a

¼ 0: ð221Þ

Also, the identifications (220) and (204) show that

τμτμ ¼ 1:

From the definitions (219) and (220), we find

hμντν ¼ Λμ
aΛν

aΣ0
ν

¼ Λμ
aδa0

¼ 0: ð222Þ

Finally, we can easily verify that

hμλhλν ¼ δμν − τμτν:

This completes the realization of the Newton-Cartan
algebra given in (199).
Finally, it will be shown that the connection Γρ

νμ defined
in (209) can be put in the general form (202) as required in
the Newton-Cartan construction. We can write from (209)

Γρ
νμ ¼ ∂μΛν

αΣα
ρ þ Bα

μβΛν
βΣα

ρ

¼ 1

2
½∂μΛν

0Σ0
ρ þ ∂νΛμ

aΣa
ρ þ Bα

μβΛν
βΣα

ρ

þ Bα
νβΛμ

βΣα
ρ�

¼ 1

2
½∂μΛν

0Σ0
ρ þ ∂νΛμ

0Σ0
ρ þ ∂μΛν

aΣa
ρ þ ∂νΛμ

aΣa
ρ

þ Ba
μ0Λν

0Σα
ρ þ Ba

ν0Λμ
0Σa

ρ þ Ba
μbΛν

bΣα
ρ

þ Ba
νbΛμ

bΣa
ρ�: ð223Þ

As Σa
ρ ¼ hρσΛσ

a, the above expression will take the
form

Γρ
νμ ¼ 1

2
½ð∂ντμÞτρ þ ð∂μτνÞτρ þ ð∂μΛν

aÞhρσΛσ
a

þ ð∂νΛμ
aÞhρσΛσ

a� þBa
0μΛν

0Σα
ρ þBa

0νΛμ
0Σa

ρ

þBa
μbΛν

bΣα
ρ þBa

νbΛμ
bΣa

ρ

¼ τρ∂ðμτνÞ þ
1

2
hρσ½∂μðΛν

aΛσ
aÞ−Λν

a∂μΛσ
a�

þ 1

2
hρσ½∂νðΛμ

aΛσ
aÞ−Λμ

a∂νΛσ
a� þBa

0μΛν
0Σα

ρ

þBa
0νΛμ

0Σa
ρ þBa

μbΛν
bΣα

ρ þBa
νbΛμ

bΣa
ρ

¼ τρ∂ðμτνÞ þ
1

2
hρσ½∂μhσν −Λν

a∂μΛσ
a�

þ 1

2
hρσ½∂νhσμ −Λμ

a∂νΛσ
a� þBa

0μΛν
0Σα

ρ

þBa
0νΛμ

0Σa
ρ þBa

μbΛν
bΣα

ρ þBa
νbΛμ

bΣa
ρ: ð224Þ

For the standard NC geometry, torsion vanishes. This
means the connection Γρ

νμ is symmetric. As the connection
is symmetric,

Γρ
νμ − Γρ

μν ¼ 0: ð225Þ9As Bμ
0a ¼ 0.
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To get the desired expression for the symmetric
connection, we need a little more algebra. We can write
from (209),

∂μΛν
aΣa

ρ − ∂νΛμ
aΣa

ρ þ Ba
μbΛν

bΣa
ρ − Ba

νbΛμ
bΣa

ρ ¼ 0:

ð226Þ

After a little calculation, we can get

1

2
hρσ½−Λν

a∂μΛσ
a − Λμ

a∂νΛσ
a�

¼ −∂σhμν − Ba
μbΛν

bΣa
ρ − Ba

νbΛμ
bΣa

ρ: ð227Þ

Using (227), we can get the cherished form of the
connection from (224) that reproduces the structure
(202), where the 2-form K is defined as

hρλKλðμτνÞ ¼
1

2
hρλ½Kλμτν þ Kλντμ�

¼ 1

2
½Ba

0μΛν
0Σα

ρ þ Ba
0νΛμ

0Σa
ρ�: ð228Þ

The construction of the NC geometry in the standard
form is now complete.

1. Horava-Lifshitz geometry

We have provided an algorithm (see Sec. III. A) to
convert a globally Galileo symmetric model (57) to one
that is symmetric under local Galileo transformations (66).
The structure of this new model is presented in (95). The
localization process of Galilean symmetry requires the
introduction of a set of geometric fields that can be
arranged as a 4 × 4 matrix (193). In the previous section,
we used these fields to get Newton-Cartan geometry,
following Cartan’s prescription of a timelike vector with
a nondegenerate 3 × 3 kernel constituting the degenerate
metric structure. In this section, we show that a different
nonrelativistic geometry can be obtained using the fields
contained in (193) which can be identified with the
projectable version of the Horava-Lifshitz geometry.
Recall that the elements of the matrix (193) and its

inverse converted the global covariant derivatives to their
local counterparts and conversely, during the gauging
process. As remarked earlier, the matrix (193) carries
two indices: the local index αð0; aÞ and the global index
μð0; iÞ. The transformations (196) and (197) are, respec-
tively, like a covariant vector and a contravariant vector
under the foliation preserving diffeomorphism (66) corre-
sponding to a global index. The local indices characterize
the Galilean boost or rotation in flat Eucledian space and
universal time. The matrices Σμ

α (or its inverse) can thus be
identified with the vielbeins that link the local basis in the
tangent space with the global coordinate basis. In the last
section, we have seen how the Newton-Cartan geometry

can be obtained from these geometric elements. Here, we
will show that a nonsingular metric can be constructed
which gives the projectable version of the Horava gravity.
The geometric interpretation of the Galilean gauge

theory brings us close to the spacetime of Horava gravity.
Before we introduce more geometric objects, it is useful to
note an important point. In the locally Minkowskian
tangent space, both boost and rotations are transformations
that keep the origin of the coordinate system invariant. But
in the Galilean spacetime, no natural spacetime metric
exists, and the boosts affect time and space asymmetrically.
If we keep this asymmetry, a single nondegenerate space-
time metric (which is necessarily symmetric) does not exist
[11,12]. This line of analysis leads to the Newton-Cartan
spacetime which is characterized by two degenerate metrics
eventually providing the geometric formulation of
Newton’s gravity. On the other hand, a single nondegen-
erate metric must be assumed for the Horava geometry. As
the ensuing analysis shows it is possible to achieve such a
metric by putting the boost parameter vanishing. Such a
choice immediately leads to Horava’s construction as will
be demonstrated below.
We now propose the following metric,

gμν ¼ ηαβΛα
μΛ

β
ν ; ð229Þ

and work out its variation under (66). Both g00 and gij
transform as second rank tensors,

δ0g00 ¼ −ξν∂νg00 − ∂0ξ
ρgρ0 − ∂0ξ

ρg0ρ

δ0gij ¼ −ξν∂νgij − ∂iξ
ρgρj − ∂jξ

ρgiρ: ð230Þ

In the above deduction, the definition (229) and the
transformations (196) and (197) are used. The variation
of g0k comes out as

δ0g0j ¼ −ξν∂νg0j − ∂0ξ
ρgρj − ∂jξ

ρg0ρ þ vbΛ0
0Λ

b
k: ð231Þ

The term containing the boost parameter will be dropped
following our previous argument. Thus, the coefficients g0j
also satisfy the required tensorial transformation properties.
The significance of themetric is to be understood properly.

The coordinates xμ define a four-dimensional differentiable
manifold of which the physical structure is R3 × R. The
metric imposes a Riemannian structure on this manifold.
This metric is constructed from the vielbeins arising out of
our localization procedure. It is nonsingular and symmetric.
The inverse of gμν can be easily constructed as

ð4Þgμν ¼ ηαβΣα
μΣβ

ν: ð232Þ

The invariant “interval” corresponding to it is not the same as
that of the Galileo-Newton spacetime. But it helps us to
implement a foliation through the Arnowit-Deser-Misner
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(ADM) construction in general relativity. So, we define the
lapse N and the shift variables in the usual way,

N ¼ ð−g00Þ1=2
Nj ¼ gijg0i; ð233Þ

where gij is the inverse of the spatial part of the metric gμν.
We recall that the physical variables of the Horava

gravity are N, Ni and gij which have definite transforma-
tion laws. These laws are easily calculated from the above
relations,

δgij ¼ −∂iξ
kgjk − ∂jξ

kgik − ξk∂kgij − ξ0 _gij;

δNi ¼ −∂iξ
jNj − ξj∂jNi − _ξjgij − _ξ0Ni − ξ0 _Ni;

δN ¼ −ξj∂jN − _ξ0N − ξ0 _N: ð234Þ

They are exactly the same as those found by taking the c →
∞ limit of the ADM decomposition of the metric in general
relativity, which is the prescription followed by Horava.
Let us pause to think what we have achieved. We have

reinterpreted the Galilean gauge theory in flat Euclidean
space with absolute time as a geometric theory over a
curved manifold. It is a differentiable manifold which is left
invariant by the foliation preserving diffeomorphism (66).
The space is converted to a metric space by constructing a
metric which has all its desired properties; namely, it is a
second rank covariant tensor under DiffF on M, non-
singular and symmetric. An ADM splitting of this manifold
exists, and as usual the physical variables are identified as
gij, the spatial part of the metric; N, the lapse; and Ni, the
shift variables. The transformation rules of these variables
are given by (234). These are the same transformations
obtained in Ref. [31]. Naturally, we would like to identify
the spacetime given by the metric (229) with that of
Horava-Lifshitz gravity. But one piece of the dictionary
is still void. It is the invariant measure of the volume. From
Galilean gauge theory, we have identified the measure as
[see Eq. (127)]

R
dtd3xM

θ . From the definitions of M and θ
and that of the metric (229), we find that

Z
dtd3x

M
θ
¼

Z
dtd3x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
det gij

q
N; ð235Þ

which reproduces the measure of Horava-Lishitz gravity.

V. CONCLUDING REMARKS

This paper is a comprehensive account of the recently
discovered theory of localizing the extended Galilean
symmetry and extracting nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
therefrom [25–27], in both the spatial and spacetime
manifolds. Our theory is inspired by Utiyama’s approach
of gauging the Poincaré symmetry [21–23] that led to the
emergence of Riemann-Cartan spacetime. In the relativistic

case, the geometrical structures are very well known. There
exists a fully geometrical method due to Cartan which treats
the symmetries in the tangent space. Vielbeins are intro-
duced which amount to a factorization of the metric. In fact,
Newtonian gravity was also cast as a geometric theory on
four-dimensional spacetime by Cartan [11,12] and was
subsequently developed by many stalwarts [13–20]. But the
peculiarity of the Galileo-Newton relative space and
universal time, manifested in the degenerate metric struc-
ture of Newton-Cartan geometry, makes the gauging of
Galilean symmetry of a field theory far more intricate and
subtle. Barring a single paper (to the best of our knowledge)
[47], there was no attempt to follow Utiyama’s approach.
This solitary example is again based on particle mechanics
and did not try to connect with geometry.
After several studies [25–27], the idea of gauging the

nonrelativistic (extended Galilean) symmetry10 initiated by
us in Ref. [25] eventually took a concrete and definite
shape. We therefore felt the need of a thorough and
systematic exposure of our method. Many old results have
been presented in a new light with fresh insight. To
facilitate the exposition of our work, a short review of
gauging Poincaré algebra is provided where the techniques
of non-Abelian gauge theory have been used. This is
compared with the method of gauging the symmetry that
has been adopted here. In the algebraic approach, the first
step in establishing a correspondence with diffeomorphism
symmetry requires a vanishing curvature. This implies a
torsion free theory. Apart from this, a geometrical input is
necessary to complete the correspondence. Our analysis of
the problem therefore clearly shows that algebraic tech-
niques alone are not sufficient to connect with (even) the
torsion free Riemannian geometry. This is contrasted with
the approach of gauging the Poincaré symmetry of the
action of a generic field theory in the Minkowski space. We
find the structure of Riemann-Cartan spacetime to emerge
seamlessly. This shows the power and generality of our
scheme.
We have given entirely new results corresponding to

spatial and spacetime nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
invariance, concerning the coupling of the Schrödinger
field, which is a complex scalar in nature, with the spin
connection of the curved two-dimensional space. This
mechanism was shown to lead to the appearance of
Chern-Simons dynamics and the Wen-Zee term in the
theory of the fractional quantum Hall effect [30]. We have

10Note that we are distinguishing between the gauging of the
extended Galilean symmetry and extended Galilean (Bargmann)
algebra. As we have emphasized, by a gauging of the symmetry,
we imply that the original global parameters of the symmetry are
localized. The implications of this for discussing nonrelativistic
diffeomorphism invariance have been considered here. On the
other hand, gauging the Bargmann algebra, which is the more
popular route for discussing these issues, has been considered by
other authors, for instance Ref. [29].
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also demonstrated in this paper that the spacetime non-
relativistic diffeomorphism invariance, obtained in our
method, is poignant with new possibilities. Earlier, follow-
ing the lead in Cartan’s reduction of the Newton-Cartan
metric in a temporal flow along with its nondegenerate
kernel, we divided the “vielbein matrix” analogously. The
outcome was Newton-Cartan geometry. In this paper, we
have shown that if the whole vielbein matrix is used to
define a single nondegenerate metric the result is Horava
geometry. A remarkable observation is that Galilean boost
is no longer a symmetry in the tangent space of Horava
geometry. This exhibits its difference with Newton-Cartan
geometry. However, both have a common origin that is
manifested here in the interpretation of the vielbein matrix.
Indeed, there should be a common origin since these are
theories of nonrelativistic gravity.
To put our work in a proper perspective, one has to follow

how interest in the problem of nonrelativistic diffeomor-
phism has been rekindled in the recent past. In their study of
geometric properties of the Hall fluid in the lowest Landau
level, Son and Wingate used the idea of coupling a Galilee
symmetric theory in curved space [1,2]. Later, the approach
was used by Refs. [3–5,30] to name a few. The empirical
approach of Ref. [1] raised many questions. These questions
could not be answered satisfactorily in an otherwise very rich
literature on Galilean symmetry. A spate of papers appeared
[3,9,29], but none could provide an algorithmic approach
that was needed. In Ref. [29], the procedure of gauging the
Bargmann algebra was performed. This could give a
truncated vielbein approach, but devoid as it is of any
dynamical background, the results were of restricted utility.
Our method, as has been elaborated in this paper, eradicates
all these shortcomings. Meanwhile, nonrelativistic diffeo-
morphism invariance has found possible applications to
nonrelativistic superparticle theory [50], the fractional quan-
tum Hall effect [1] and also in holographic theories [10].
Thus, its importance in the present context cannot be
overemphasized.
A general Lagrangian field theory invariant under the

Galilean group of transformations has been considered. The
parameters of this group of transformations are constants.
Localization of these transformations means that the
parameters become functions of space and time.
Naturally, due to the presence of derivatives, the original
theory is no longer invariant under these local Galilean
transformations. The invariance is brought back in two
steps. First, locally covariant derivatives were obtained that
transformed under the local transformations in the same
way as the partial derivatives under global transformations.
Second, the integration measure was required to be suitably
changed. The algorithm was illustrated by taking a non-
relativistic (Schrödinger) field theory as an example.
The inclusion of the Chern-Simons action in nonrela-

tivistic curved space has been profusely discussed in the
literature [2,30]. To see how this could be implemented in

our formalism, we first showed how gauge fields can be
naturally accommodated. The inclusion of Chern-Simons
term was then considered. The whole machinery was used
to develop a geometrical interpretation of our constructions.
Spatial nonrelativistic diffeomorphism invariance, as com-
prehensively obtained in this paper, is sure to equip the
condensed matter theorist with new tools for its perusal.
Particular emphasis has been given to the Chern-Simons
dynamics, and new results have been found which clarify
the coupling of the scalar fields with the spin connection in
two space dimensions—a result at present understood in
quite an involved manner [30]. Our analysis gives a
conceptually clean picture. The structure of the covariant
derivative found here—a consequence of the coupling—is
known [30] to yield the Hall viscosity and Wen-Zee term in
the discussion of the FQHE.
For the vanishing time translation parameter, our algo-

rithm was able to reformulate nonrelativistic field theories
in Euclidean space and universal time, invariant under local
rotation and boosts, to a field theory in curved space. This
means that a general prescription was obtained to formulate
a nonrelativistic diffeomorphism invariant theory. As
already mentioned, such theories find applications in
various contexts, especially in the study of the fractional
quantum Hall effect.
Our method is also successful in achieving spatial NRDI

in the context of the fluid model. This model is a hydro-
dynamic form of the Schrödinger field theory considered
here. It may be noted that in Ref. [32] an attempt was made
to discuss diffeomorphism inavariance in this model.
However, one had to invoke field-dependent diffeomor-
phism. We have, on the contrary, shown that it is possible
to discuss the conventional diffeomorphism symmetry
by a systematic extension of the model where ordinary
derivatives have been replaced by a covariant derivative and
an appropriate correction in the measure has been
incorporated.
The geometrical content of our theory is certainly not

confined to nonrelativistic diffeomorphism invariance in
space. We pushed it forward in a big way. Introducing a
four-dimensional manifold, we were able to identify a
(4 × 4) invertible matrix structure, the vielbein fields, from
the set of fields introduced during gauging. Using only the
vielbein postulate, we were able to endow the four-
dimensional manifold with structures that make it equiv-
alent to the Newton-Cartan spacetime. It was indeed
gratifying to observe how the transformation rules obtained
during the localization procedure provided the correct
geometrical transformations to the various objects of the
Newton-Cartan spacetime. This was indicative of the
internal consistency of the algorithm.
The NRDI that we have formulated in Galileo-Newton

spacetime allows new possibilities. Besides the ones that
have already been discussed, we have provided a geometric
basis for the construction of the Horava-Lifshitz theory of
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gravity which was unclear in its original formulation [31].
The genesis of the foliation preserving the diffeomorphism
invariant spacetime of Horava is shown to originate from
the localization of nonrelativistic symmetry subject to a
particular condition. This condition is the vanishing of the
boost parameter. This is done on the grounds that in the
nonrelativistic case there is no single nondegenerate space-
time metric. Indeed, if we had retained the boost parameter,
it would have led to the Newton-Cartan spacetime as shown
in Sec. IV. G. The Newton-Cartan spacetime, as is well

known, is the basis for the construction of Newton’s gravity
as a spacetime phenomenon. This clearly shows the differ-
ence between the geometric aspects of Newton’s formu-
lation vis-à-vis Horava’s formulation. However, we must
note the common origin of both these types of non-
relativistic gravity. The nonrelativistic diffeomorphism
associated with these theories emanates from a gauging
of the nonrelativistic spacetime symmetries. Retaining the
boost parameter would lead to Newton’s gravity, while
setting it to zero leads to the Horava-Lifshitz formulation.
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