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If gravity is an emergent phenomenon, as suggested by several recent results, then the structure of the

action principle for gravity should encode this fact. With this motivation we study several features of the

Einstein-Hilbert action and establish direct connections with horizon thermodynamics. We begin by

introducing the concept of holographically conjugate variables in terms of which the surface term in the

action has a specific relationship with the bulk term. In addition to gab and its conjugate momentumffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mcab, this procedure allows us to (re)discover and motivate strongly the use of fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab and

its conjugate momentum Nc
ab. The gravitational action can then be interpreted as a momentum-space

action for these variables. We also show that many expressions in classical gravity simplify considerably

in this approach. For example, the field equations can be written in the form @cf
ab ¼ @H g=@N

c
ab,

@cN
c
ab ¼ �@H g=@f

ab (analogous to Hamilton’s equations) for a suitable Hamiltonian H g, if we use

these variables. More importantly, the variation of the surface term, evaluated on any null surface which

acts a local Rindler horizon can be given a direct thermodynamic interpretation. The term involving the

variation of the dynamical variable leads to T�S while the term involving the variation of the conjugate

momentum leads to S�T. We have found this correspondence only for the choice of variables

ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McabÞ or ðfab; Nc
abÞ. We use this result to provide a direct thermodynamical interpretation of

the boundary condition in the action principle, when it is formulated in a spacetime region bounded by the

null surfaces. We analyze these features from several different perspectives and provide a detailed

description, which offers insights about the nature of classical gravity and emergent paradigm.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The curious connection between gravity and thermo-
dynamics first came to light with the work of Bekenstein
[1–3], which ascribed to a black hole an entropy propor-
tional to the surface area of its horizon. Soon, it was
discovered that black hole horizons possess temperature
as well [4,5]. In the four decades since then, the intriguing
connection between gravity and thermodynamics has been
steadily becoming stronger (see e.g., [6,7]).

One paradigm which has emerged from this connection
considers the dynamics of gravity as not of fundamental
nature, but emergent from the dynamics of a more funda-
mental theory, just as the thermodynamics of a material
system emerges out of the basic dynamics of its molecules.
(For a recent review, see [8,9]; for other work similar
in spirit, see e.g., [10–14]). This paradigm has obtained
support from the following results:

(a) Gravitational field equations in a wide class of
theories—more general than Einstein gravity—
lend themselves to a thermodynamical inter-
pretation [15–17];

(b) Gravitational equations of motion can be obtained
from thermodynamical extremum principles [18,19];

(c) It has been possible to obtain the density of micro-
scopic degrees of freedom through equipartition

arguments [20,21];
(d) The action functional for gravitation in a class

of theories has a thermodynamic interpretation

[15,22–24];
(e) Einstein’s equations reduce to Navier-Stokes

equations of fluid dynamics in any spacetime

when projected on a null surface [25,26]. This

generalizes previous results for black hole

spacetime [27–29].
(f) The euclidean path integral of the gravitational

action interpreted as a partition function has

provided expressions for free energy, energy and

entropy [30] in the Lanczos-Lovelock models gen-

eralizing previously known results [15,31].
These results show that gravity could indeed be an
emergent phenomenon, similar to elasticity or fluid

mechanics.
Conventionally, however, one treats gravity like any

other field and its dynamics is obtained from a standard

action principle. The fact that the theory obtained by such a

variational principle possesses an emergent description

strongly suggests that the action functional itself must

encode this information. The main purpose of this paper

is to explore several aspects of gravitational action princi-

ple from the emergent gravity perspective and unravel

these features to the extent possible.
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In fact, it is well known that general relativity has some
peculiarities which introduces special difficulties (not
encountered in other field theories, e.g. non-Abelian gauge
theories) when we try to derive the Einstein equations from
an action principle (see e.g., Chap. 6 of [32]). There does
exist a scalar action, the Einstein-Hilbert action, which,
when added to the matter action, can be varied with respect
to the metric to obtain the Einstein equations. Based on the
usual theoretical prejudice [33], the equations of motion
which are second order in derivatives of the coordinates,
are obtained from an action which is quadratic in the first
derivatives of the dynamical variables. The generally
covariant Lagrangian for gravity, however, is forced to be
at least second order in derivatives of the metric since any
scalar made of the metric and its first derivatives will
vanish in the local inertial frame and, by virtue of being
a scalar, is zero in any other frame. The usual choice,R, has
a special structure (viz. linearity in second derivatives)
which allows us to obtain the equations of motion which
are only second order in the derivatives of the metric, if
(and only if) we fix metric and its derivatives on the
boundary. This is possible because we can separate out
the the second derivatives in the Lagrangian into a total
derivative which becomes a surface term in the action. Its
variation does not contribute to the equations of motion if
we set the variations of the metric and its derivatives to be
zero on the boundary.

The main conceptual difficulty with this program—
which makes gravitational action different from those
in other field theories—is that we need to fix both the
dynamical variable and its derivative at the boundary to
obtain the equations of motion. There are some issues with
this procedure. Suppose that the spacetime region we are
considering is the region between two spacelike surfaces.
Assume that all quantities go to zero at spatial infinities. If
we now fix the metric and its derivative on the earlier time
slice, the Einstein equations would give us the correspond-
ing values on the latter time slice. Thus, we do not really
have the freedom to fix arbitrary values for the metric and
its derivatives on the boundaries. Also, setting our eyes on
a quantum theory, we would not want to fix both the
dynamical variable and its derivative at the same spacelike
hypersurface. Another option would be to add a term to the
action, the variation of which will cancel the terms with
variation of the first derivative. A well-known example is
the Gibbons-Hawking-York counterterm [31,34] though it
is not unique [35]. But this entire approach appears a little
contrived and the resulting action, for the Gibbons-
Hawking-York case, although generally covariant becomes
foliation dependent.

There is, however, another aspect to this issue. If we use
gab as the dynamical variables (with an associated canoni-
cal momenta), then it turns out that the surface variation
involves only the variation of the canonical momenta. This
is a nontrivial result and arises only because the surface and

bulk terms of the Hilbert Lagrangian are connected in a
peculiar manner [22]. This, in turn, implies that one can
treat the Hilbert action as a momentum-space action and
the equations of motion can be obtained by fixing the
canonical momenta at the boundary. Thus, gravity may
be better dealt with in the space of the canonical momenta
corresponding to the metric rather than in the space of the
metric. Further, we will demonstrate that this program will
work with the components of gab as variables, but will fail
with gab as variables. Although gab is a failure, we shall
find that the components of the corresponding tensor
density, fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
gab, would also serve our purpose.

The variables fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab have been used in classi-

cal literature [36–39] but somehow does not seem to have
attracted sufficient attention in recent years. One of the
purposes of this paper is to advertise nice features of these
variables and some pedagogical results. After a slight
digression on how various expressions simplify on being
expressed in terms of fab and the corresponding canonical
momenta, we look more closely at the result that an
integral of the surface term in Einstein-Hilbert action
over a horizon gives the entropy [15,22–24,40,41] of the
horizon. The results have been obtained for static metrics
in which the action will be proportional to the range of time
integration � due to the static nature of the metric. The
integrals of the surface Lagrangian over the horizon will
give �TS, where � is the range of the time integration, T is
the temperature and S is the entropy. Usually we work in
Euclidean sector where the natural choice for � is the
inverse temperature �, giving �TS ¼ S. Alternatively,
one can define the surface Hamiltonian [9,40,41] by
Hsur ¼ �ð@Asur=@�Þ ¼ TS and concentrate on just the
integration over the coordinates transverse to the horizon.
A variation of this integral would provide us with T�Sþ
S�T. We will show that the variation of the surface term in
the Einstein-Hilbert action for static metrics allows us
to identify the T�S term as arising from the variation
of the dynamical variable gab or fab and the S�T term
arises from the variation of the corresponding canonical
momenta in both cases. (In contrast, such a nice separation
does not work if, e.g., we use gab as dynamical variables).
This result extends to a very general class of null sur-

faces, which act as horizons for local Rindler observers
and suggests a simple thermodynamical interpretation of
the variational principle. In any region bounded by null
surfaces, one can introduce local Rindler observers who
perceive patches of the null surfaces as horizons and
attribute temperatures to them. Using this, we can refor-
mulate the boundary condition for the gravitational action
principle as equivalent to keeping the temperature constant
on these null surfaces. We believe this offers some insight
into the thermodynamic interpretation of action principle.
The outline of the paper is as follows. In Sec. II, we

review some well-known results on the structure of the
Einstein-Hilbert action to set the stage. In Sec. III, we show
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why the variables gab and fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab are preferable

over gab in choosing the dynamical variables for
formulating an action principle for general relativity.
Section IV provides some useful relations between known
expressions in relativity and our canonical variables. In
particular, the field equations can be written in the form
@cf

ab ¼ @H g=@N
c
ab, @cN

c
ab ¼ �@H g=@f

ab (analogous

to Hamilton’s equations) for a suitable HamiltonianH g, if

we use these variables. Section V discusses the variation of
the surface term in the action and explores its relation with
the canonical variables. Finally, we present our conclu-
sions in Sec. VI. The conventions used in this paper are as
follows. We use the metric signature ð�;þ;þ; . . . ;þÞ.
The fundamental constants G, ℏ and c have been set to
unity. The Latin indices run over all spacetime indices
while Greek indices will be used for purely spatial indices.
The tensor density corresponding to a tensor will be
denoted by the corresponding letter in calligraphic font.
For example, the Lagrangian density will be denoted
by L ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
L.

II. PRELIMINARIES: THE STRUCTURE OF
THE EINSTEIN-HILBERTACTION

In this section, we shall rapidly review some ideas and
relations known in the literature, in order to set the stage.
As we said, there is an inherent difficulty in trying to build
an action principle for general relativity from which the
gravitational equations of motion can be derived, which
sets it apart from all other theories. The dynamical equa-
tions of motion are not expected to contain derivatives of
the variable of order greater than 2. This normally requires
the action to contain not more than the first derivatives
of the dynamical variables. But in general relativity, we
would like the Lagrangian to be a scalar and any such
scalar built out of the first derivatives will be zero in the
local inertial frame, and by virtue of being a scalar will be
zero in any other frame. The traditional way of dealing
with this situation is to construct an action consisting of the
metric and its first and second derivatives and then arrange
matters such that the equations of motion are only second
order in the derivatives of the metric. In fact, this demand
alone is enough to uniquely identify the action in D ¼ 4
dimensions. This action is the Einstein-Hilbert action,
given by

16�AEH ¼
Z
V
d4xLEH ¼

Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R; (1)

with LEH ¼ R in our notation. It is useful to define a
quantity Qa

bcd and write the Lagrangian density in an
equivalent form as

LEH � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Qa
bcdRa

bcd;

Qa
bcd ¼ 1

2
ð�c

ag
bd � �d

ag
bcÞ:

(2)

The advantage of this form is that it is readily generalized
to gravitational theories in more than 4 dimensions where
our conditions allow other terms in the action in addition to
the Einstein-Hilbert term (see e.g., Chap. 15 in [32], [42]).
It is a well-known result that LEH can be decomposed into
a bulk term, which is quadratic in the derivatives of the
metric, and a surface term which contains all the second
derivatives (see [36,37]). The variation of the bulk term
alone can furnish the equations of motion (as explicitly
shown in e.g., Chap. 6 of [32]) while the surface term,
when integrated over a horizon, is related to the entropy of
the horizon. The decomposition into bulk and surface
terms is given by

LEH ¼ Lquad þLsur; (3)

where we have defined the bulk Lagrangian density and the
surface Lagrangian density respectively as

Lquad � 2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Qa

bcd�a
dk�

k
bc;

Lsur � 2@c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Qa
bcd�a

bd�:
(4)

Wewill also require the expression for the bulk Lagrangian
in terms of the derivatives of the metric. This is given by

Lquad ¼ 1

4
Mabcijk@agbc@igjk; (5)

where we have defined a 6-indexed tensorial object
Mabcijk, given by

Mabcijk ¼ gaigbcgjk � 1

2
ðgaigbjgck þ gaigcjgbkÞ

þ 1

2
ðgakgbjgci þ gajgbkgciÞ

þ 1

2
ðgakgcjgbi þ gajgckgbiÞ

� 1

2
ðgakgbcgij þ gajgbcgik

þ gibgjkgac þ gicgjkgabÞ: (6)

This has the following symmetry properties. It is symmet-
ric in b, c and j, k and also under exchange of the index
triplets (abc) and (ijk). Equation (5) allows us to obtain the
canonical momenta corresponding to Lquad as

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mabc ¼ @
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Lquad

@ð@agbcÞ ¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mabcijk@igjk: (7)

Note thatMabc is not a tensor. Nevertheless, we can define
a rule for raising and lowering of indices as in the case of
tensors and lower the last two indices to define

Ma
bc � gbdgceM

ade ¼ � @Lquad

@ð@agbcÞ
: (8)

Thus,
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Ma

bc is the negative of the canonical momentum

corespondent to gbc. The negative sign in the last term
arises because @ag

bc ¼ �gbdgce@agde.
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As we have stated already, the equations of motion can
be derived from the bulk term alone. Once the equations
of motion are obtained, we can find solutions to them,
including black hole solutions, say, without ever bringing
into discussion the surface term. If we now evaluate the
surface term of the action, on the horizon, it will reproduce
the entropy of the horizon in the Euclidean sector.
(In general it gives �TS where � is the range of integration;
we get S when � ¼ �, the inverse temperature.) The fact
that the surface term, which is not supposed to know any-
thing about the equations of motion, gives the entropy
when integrated over a horizon demands an explanation.
We stress that, this result—in fact—is a direct hint that
gravitational action principle contains information about
horizon thermodynamics.

The algebraic answer to this question lies in realizing
that the bulk term Lquad and the surface term Lsur are not

independent, but related to each other by the relation

Lsur ¼ �
�
@c

�
gab

@Lquad

@ð@cgabÞ
��

: (9)

Since it relates a quantity on the surface with a quantity in
the bulk, this relation has been termed ‘‘holography’’ in the
past [22–24]. It is the same�@ðpqÞ structure of the surface
term that allows us to derive the equations of motion by
fixing the canonical momentum at the boundary rather than
the metric [23]. We shall discuss this issue in the next
section.

Using the canonical momentaMabc as defined in Eq. (7),
we can rewrite Eq. (9) as

Lsur ¼ �½@cð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gabM
cabÞ� � @cð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
VcÞ; (10)

where we have defined a one-indexed nontensorial object
Vc given by

Vc � �gabM
cab ¼ gik�c

ik � gck�m
km ¼ 2Qa

bcd�a
bd

¼ 2Qijkc@igjk ¼ � 1

g
@bðggbcÞ: (11)

Using the Vc thus defined, we can write down the following
expression for the canonical momentum Mabc:

Mabc¼gbdgce�a
de�

1

2
gbdgac�e

de�
1

2
gcdgab�e

de�
1

2
gbcVa:

(12)

Having thus set up the initial framework, we shall now
turn to the discussion of how certain ‘‘holographically
conjugate’’ variables (HCVs) are more suited for the
variation of the gravitational action.

III. HOLOGRAPHICALLY CONJUGATE
VARIABLES

A. Variation of the action and the holographically
conjugate variables

Let us now consider the variation of the Einstein-Hilbert
action. The variation of the Lagrangian in Eq. (3) is
(see Chap. 6 in [32]) given by

�LEH ¼ �ðfLquadg þ fLsurgÞ
¼ f ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gab�g

ab � @c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
ab�g

ab�g
� �f@cð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
gabMc

abÞg
¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gab�g

ab � 2@c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
ab�g

ab�
� @c½gab�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mc

abÞ�; (13)

where Mc
ab is as defined in Eq. (8). Note that the surface

variation has two parts, one part arising out of the variation
of the metric while the other part contains the variation offfiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
ab, which is the negative of the canonical momen-

tum corresponding to gab. Hence, in order to obtain the
equations of motion we have to fix both gab and its corre-
sponding canonical momentum at the boundaries. But as
we have argued in the Introduction, there are some funda-
mental difficulties with this program.
On the other hand, if we write the variation in terms

of gab, then a crucial sign flip leads to the cancellation of
two terms (which added together in the previous case) and
we find

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ¼� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�gab�@c½gik�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ�: (14)

Thus we only need to fix the canonical momenta
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mcik,

corresponding to gik, at the boundary to obtain the equa-
tions of motion. So, some of the concerns raised in the
Introduction about the variational principle in general
relativity can be addressed by treating the action principle
as a momentum-space action and using the covariant
components of the metric, gab as dynamical variables.
[The addition of the term�@ðpqÞ has a direct interpretation
in quantum theory [22]. Usually, the propagator Gðq2; q1Þ
for the dynamical variable q can be obtained from a path
integral using the action built from a quadratic Lagrangian
Lqðq; @qÞ. The propagator Gðp2; p1Þ in momentum repre-

sentation can be similarly obtained from a path integral
using the action built from Lqðq; @qÞ � @ðpqÞ.]
Since we know that Mcik is made of the metric and its

first derivatives, it is natural to ask how the surface varia-
tion term in Eq. (14) looks like in terms of variations of the
metric and the affine connection, in the spirit of Palatini.
(We shall discuss the Palatini variational principle in
Sec. IVD.) The required expression is

�@c½gik�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ� ¼ �@c½2 ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gbk�ðQcd
be�

e
dkÞ�

� �@c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gbk�Nc
bk�; (15)
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where Qcd
ab ¼ 1

2 ð�c
a�

d
b � �d

a�
c
bÞ is obtained by lowering an

index in Qbcd
a as defined in Eq. (2). We have introduced

here a new object,

Na
bc ¼ ��a

bc þ
1

2
ð�d

bd�
a
c þ �d

cd�
a
bÞ ¼ Qad

be�
e
cd þQad

ce�
e
bd;

(16)

which is made purely from the affine connection and does
not involve the metric. The reason for introducing this
object is not just aesthetics as will be clear later, in
Sec. III C, along with the reason for the demand for sym-
metrization in the lower indices.

Let us compare Eq. (15) with Eqs. (14) and (13). We
obtained some level of simplification in going from
Eq. (13) to Eq. (14). But

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mcab, in spite of its simple

interpretation as the canonical momentum, is a compli-
cated object in terms of the metric and its derivatives
[Eq. (7)] or in terms of the metric and the affine connection
[Eq. (12)]. Hence, it is a pleasant surprise to find that the
surface variation turns out to be a pure variation of the
affine connection. As a consequence, we can let the metric
be arbitrary at the boundary and fix just the connection at
the boundary to obtain the equations of motion. If we
consider the metric and the affine connection as two
different fields à la Palatini, then this is a perfectly accept-
able situation, although a little peculiar since we need to
fix only one field out of the two that we are considering.
The reason for this can be traced to the fact that the
Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian can be expressed in terms of
the metric, the affine connection and the derivatives of the
affine connection without involving the derivatives of
the metric.

If one wants to think of the variation in terms of the
metric and its derivatives instead, defining the affine con-
nection a priori in terms of the metric and its derivatives,
as we want to do, then it is more difficult to justify setting
the surface variation to zero at the boundary. As regards
the possibility of imposed boundary conditions being in-
compatible with the equations of motion, note that the
momenta have the same number of components as the
derivatives of the metric and hence we should be able to
leave the metric components as arbitrary and achieve the
momenta constraints just by manipulating the derivatives.
Thus, that issue seems to have been addressed, at least at
first sight. The second issue, related to the uncertainty
principle, is not applicable here as we have to fix just the
momenta among the canonically conjugate variables.

Thus, we can make a case for the use of gab as the
dynamical variables as opposed to gab. We shall call the
pair ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ as HCVs in the spirit of the �@ðpqÞ

structure of the surface term in terms of these variables.
In the next section, we will see that the same conclusion
can be arrived in an simpler manner using some scaling
arguments. In the subsection after that, these arguments
will lead us to another pair of holographically conjugate

variables with a symmetric, contravariant, two-indexed
object taking the place of gab.

B. Holographically conjugate variables
through scaling arguments

In this section, we shall show that the results of the
previous section can also be obtained using simple scaling
arguments. There is an alternate method of arriving at
Eq. (9) using scaling arguments (see Project 6.3 in [32]).
We shall describe this method below since it elucidates the
role played by the use of gab as the dynamical variable
rather than gab.
Consider a Lagrangian LðqA; @iqAÞ, where qA is some

dynamical variable and A denotes a collection of indices,
such that the Lagrangian is a homogeneous function of
degree � in qA and degree � in @iqA. The Euler-Lagrange
function (see Sec. IVC) obtained from L for the variable
qA is

FA � @L

@qA
� @i

�
@L

@ð@iqAÞ
�
: (17)

Forming the contraction qAF
A and using Euler’s theorem

for homogeneous functions, one can easily show that

qAF
A ¼ ð�þ�ÞL� @i

�
qA

@L

@ð@iqAÞ
�
: (18)

If we take L to be
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Lquad and qA to be gab, we

would have � ¼ �1 and � ¼ þ2. Also, FA ¼
� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p ðRab � 1

2 g
abRÞ ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gab and qAF

A ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R.

Hence, Eq. (17) becomes

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad � @c

�
gab

@
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Lquad

@ð@cgabÞ
�

(19)

¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad � @cðgab ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McabÞ: (20)

On the other hand, for the case of gab as the variable,
we have � ¼ �3, � ¼ þ2, FA ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gab and qAF

A ¼
� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R. Thus, we obtain

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad þ @c

�
gab

@
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Lquad

@ð@cgabÞ
�

¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad þ @c½gabð� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
abÞ�; (21)

with a crucial sign difference in the second term.
In both cases, the second derivatives are confined to the

surface term. Hence, if the dynamical variables and their
derivatives are fixed on the boundary of the volume under
consideration, the equations of motion can be obtained by
varying Lquad alone and will be of second order in the

derivatives of the metric. As has been explained in the
Introduction, we cannot fix both the dynamical variable
and its corresponding momentum at the boundaries. Now,
the surface term that arises from the variation of Lquad

alone will be of the form @ðp�qÞ and can be eliminated by
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fixing the dynamical variable q at the boundary. But Lquad

has the disadvantage that it is not a tensor density and, in
fact, vanishes in a local inertial frame. A �@ðpqÞ term
added to this Lagrangian density, as in the case of q ¼ gab
in Eq. (19), will make it into a tensor density and also
modify the surface term in the variation to the form
�@ðq�pÞ, allowing us to fix just the canonical momenta
at the boundary and obtain the equations of motion (see
Sec. II in [23] for a detailed discussion). The explicit
variation of Eq. (20) is

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�gab � @c½gik�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ�;
(22)

showing that we only need to fix
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mcik at the bounda-

ries to obtain the equations of motion. This is equivalent to
fixing the variation of the connection at the boundaries, as
can be seen from Eq. (15). This insight suggests that
Hilbert action is better considered as describing a theory
in the space of the canonical momenta corresponding
to gab.

On the other hand, Eq. (21) tells us that the surface term
occurs with the wrong sign when the variable gab is used.
The explicit variation in this case leads to

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�g
ab � @c½gik�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mc

ikÞ�
� 2@c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mc

lm�g
lm�: (23)

The surface term now has the variations of both the dy-
namical variables and the momenta. Generally, textbooks
choose gab as the dynamical variable because some extra
care has to be taken to derive the equations of motion if gab
is taken as the variable (see Exercise 6.9 in [32]). But then
one would either have to ignore the variation in the surface
term or cancel it with a counterterm like the Gibbons-
Hawking-York counterterm [31,34], but neither option is
as simple and neat as using gab as the variable and fixing
the canonical momenta at the boundaries.

In the next section, we present another object which,
along with its canonical momentum, forms a pair of HCVs
(holographically conjugate variables) and can be used in
place of gab for a variational approach to general relativity.

C. An alternate pair of holographically
conjugate variables

A natural question that arises is whether gab is unique in
providing us with a neat and clean variational principle for
general relativity. In Appendix A, we have used scaling
arguments to investigate if there are other variables which
may be used in place of gab in the variational approach to
general relativity. Although gab cannot be considered as a
good variable for this purpose, we have found an object
with two contravariant indices which appears suitable.
This object is the tensor density

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab, denoted in

this paper by fab for typographical convenience. The
variable fab scales linearly with gab i.e. gab ! �gab leads

to fab ! �fab. It is precisely this linear scaling that makes
fab a suitable substitute for gab, as demonstrated in
Appendix A. We shall use the symbol fab for the corre-
sponding covariant tensor density,

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab. Note that fab
is not the inverse of fab. See Appendix B for some useful
properties and relations pertaining to fab and its variation.
As proved in Appendix A, writing the Einstein-Hilbert

action in terms of the new variable fab reproduces the
structure of Eq. (19). We obtain

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad � @c

�
fab

@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@cfabÞ

�
¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Lquad � @c½fabNc

ab�; (24)

where we have defined the object Nc
ik to be the canonical

momentum corresponding to fab for Lquad by

Nc
ik �

@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@cfikÞ

: (25)

The explicit expression for Nc
ik has already been written

down in (16). The reason for the demand of symmetriza-
tion in Eq. (16) is evident now. Note that it is a simpler
object than Mcik and is constructed from the affine con-
nection alone.
Next, let us look at the expressions for variation of the

Einstein-Hilbert action in terms of fab and Nc
ab. As we

have argued in Sec. III B, the �@ðqpÞ structure in Eq. (24)
gives rise to a �@ðq�pÞ surface term, along with the bulk
term which provides the equations of motion as usual.
Using Eqs. (14), (15), and (B6), we can write down the
variation as

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼ Rab�f
ab þ fab�Rab

¼ Rab�f
ab � @c½fik�Nc

ik�: (26)

In addition to their utility in simplifying the variation of
the action, there are two main advantages to the HCVs
(holographically conjugate variable pairs) ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ

and ðfab; Nc
abÞ. The first one is that many known expres-

sions and formulas simplify considerably when written in
terms of these variables and make our theoretical life
easier. The pair of variables ðfab; Nc

abÞ gives a particularly
stellar performance in this regard and will be our variables
of choice for most of the work in this paper. More impor-
tantly, the variations of these variables on a horizon will be
shown to have a direct thermodynamical interpretation.
In the next section, we shall demonstrate the first point
by writing down several well-known expressions and
formulas in terms of the HCVs (holographically conjugate
variables pairs).
Historically, it was indeed noted in the early days of

general relativity that fab is a good variable to use and was
even given preference over gab at times [36,37]. The
variables fab, Nc

ab were later used, albeit the nonsymme-

trized version of Nc
ab, by Einstein in his work with
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Kauffman attempting to go beyond general relativity
[39,43]. A recent paper that uses these variables but does
not make the identification of Nc

ab as the canonical

momentum corresponding to fab is [44]. The paper [45]
contains the analogues of some of the expressions in terms
of these variables given in the next section, but the calcu-
lations have been done as perturbations on a flat metric. We
believe the holographic relation between the bulk and the
surface terms of the action gives a simple and elegant
motivation for using the variables ðfab; Nc

abÞ.

IV. GRAVITY IN TERMS OF fab AND Nc
ab

In this section, we shall show that many objects of
common use have simpler expressions in terms of fab

and Nc
ab than in the conventional description. First, note

that Eq. (B4) allows us to write

@cf
ab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Bab
lm@cg

lm;

Blm
ab �

1

2
ð�l

a�
m
b þ �l

b�
m
a Þ � ð1=2Þglmgab;

(27)

and since Bab
lm is independent of the derivatives of gab, we

can write

@ð@cfabÞ
@ð@dglmÞ

¼ �d
c

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Bab
lm: (28)

Using this relation and Eqs. (8) and (25), we get the
relation ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mc

ab ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Blm
abN

c
lm; (29)

which enables us to relate the canonical momenta corre-
sponding to gab and fab by

Mcab ¼ �Bab
deN

cde: (30)

This can be easily inverted using Eq. (B3) to give

Ncab ¼ �Bab
deM

cde ¼ �
�
Mcab þ 1

2
gabVc

�
: (31)

Looking at Eq. (12), we can see that Na
bc is related to the

Christoffel symbols by the simple expression (16). Thus,
we can infer that although Na

bc is not a tensor, �Nc
ab is a

tensor because ��c
ab is a tensor. Equation (31) can be

readily converted to an expression in terms of the first
derivatives of the metric using Eq. (7). This expression is

Ncab ¼ � 1

2
Bab
deM

cdeijk@igjk: (32)

We can also write Nc
ab in terms of @cf

ab using the inverse

of (27) to obtain

Nc
ab ¼

�1

2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p ½gciBabrs � �c
rð�i

agbs þ �i
bgasÞ�@ifrs: (33)

To replace the first derivatives in the theory with canonical
momenta, we need to invert Eq. (16). This is easily done by
assuming the following ansatz for the Christoffel symbols:

�c
ab ¼ aNc

ab þ bðNd
ad�

c
b þ Nd

bd�
c
aÞ; (34)

and substituting back in Eq. (16) to solve for a and b. We
obtain

�c
ab ¼ �Nc

ab þ
1

3
ðNd

ad�
c
b þ Nd

bd�
c
aÞ: (35)

Now we can substitute for Nc
ab in terms of Mc

ab. (We shall

not display this equation explicitly as it does not appear
to simplify further.) We can use the relation @cgab ¼
�a;bc þ fa $ bg and obtain the derivatives of the metric

to be

@cgab ¼
�
�gae

�
Ne

bc �
1

3
ðNd

cd�
e
b þ Nd

bd�
e
cÞ
��

þ fa $ bg;
(36)

and, further

@cf
ab ¼

�
fad

�
Nb

dc �
1

3
�b
cN

e
de

��
þ ½a $ b�: (37)

We shall now make use of these expressions to express
the Lagrangian, curvature tensor etc. in terms of the HCVs
(holographically conjugate variables).

A. Riemann tensor, Ricci tensor and Ricci scalar

We next give the formulas for the Riemann tensor, the
Ricci tensor and the Ricci scalar in terms of Na

bc for ready

reference:

Ra
bcd ¼

�
�ð�e

b@c þ Ne
bcÞ

�
Na

de �
1

3
�a
dN

f
ef

�

þ 1

9
�a
cN

e
beN

f
df

�
� ½c $ d�; (38)

Rab ¼ �
�
@cN

c
ab þ Nc

adN
d
bc �

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd

�
; (39)

R ¼ �gab@cN
c
ab � Lquad; (40)

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ¼ �fab@cN
c
ab �

1

2
Nc

ab@cf
ab; (41)

¼ 1

2
Nc

ab@cf
ab � @cðfabNc

abÞ; (42)

¼ � 1

2
½fab@cNc

ab þ @cðfabNc
abÞ�: (43)

Here, Eq. (42) is the usual decomposition of
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
R into a

bulk term and a surface term as given in Eq. (3) while
Eq. (43) is an alternate decomposition in which the bulk
term contains second derivatives of the metric.
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B. The Lagrangian

We can substitute for �s in the bulk term in Eq. (4) in
terms of Nc

abs from Eq. (35) and obtain the bulk part of the

Lagrangian to be

Lquad ¼ gbdNi
djN

k
bl

�
�l
i�

j
k �

1

3
�j
i�

l
k

�

¼ gbd
�
Tr½NbNd� � 1

3
Tr½Nb�Tr½Nd�

�
; (44)

where we have takenNc
ab to be the cbth element of a matrix

Na, and Tr½Na� is the trace of this matrix. This also allows
us to write

Lquad ¼ 1

2
Nc

ab@cf
ab; (45)

with striking simplicity. Note that this exhibits a ‘‘p _q=2’’
structure, which is a consequence of the fact that the
Lagrangian is quadratic in _q. We can also write Lquad in

terms of Mc
ab as

Lquad ¼ gbdMc
dkM

k
bc �

2

3
girMk

irM
d
dk �

1

3
gbkMi

biM
d
dk

þ 1

6
gdkg

irMd
irg

xyMk
xy

¼ gbdTr½MbMd� þ 2

3
Tr½Mk�Vk

� 1

3
gbdTr½Mb�Tr½Md� þ 1

6
gbdV

bVd; (46)

which, in comparison to Eq. (44), appears to be quite
complicated. But, from Eqs. (5) and (7), the p _q=2 structure
arises with the variables ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ also, as given

below:

Lquad ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
2

Mcab@cgab: (47)

The formulas for Lsur have already been given in Eqs. (10)
and (24). We have

Lsur ¼ @cð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

VcÞ ¼ �@c½gabð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McabÞ�
¼ �@c½fabNc

abÞ�: (48)

In fact, the above relations hold even without the
derivatives,ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Vc ¼ �gabð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ ¼ �fabNc

ab: (49)

This equation will be of use in the study of horizon
thermodynamics.

C. Euler derivative and the equations of motion

The Euler derivative of any function K½�; @i�; . . .� with
respect to the variable � is defined as

�K½�;@i�; . . .�
��

¼@K½�;@i�; . . .�
@�

�@a

�
@K½�;@i�; . . .�

@ð@a�Þ
�

þ@a@b

�
@K½�;@i�; . . .�
@ð@a@b�Þ

�
���� : (50)

The function thus obtained is also called the Euler-
Lagrange function resulting from K for the variable �.
We will use the notation E½K;�� for this object. We have
already made use of the Euler-Lagrange functions in
Sec. III B.
The most general variation of K can be written as

�K ¼ �K

��
þ surface variations: (51)

Thus, when the surface terms can be consistently put to
zero, the equations of motion are obtained by equating the
Euler derivative to zero (which is the origin of the nomen-
clature). We shall now list the Euler-Lagrange functions
obtained from Lquad for the dynamical variables under our

consideration, namely gab, gab and f
ab. The functions are,

respectively,

E½Lquad; g
ab� ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gab; (52)

E½Lquad; gab� ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab (53)

and

E½Lquad; f
ab� ¼ Rab: (54)

The equations of motion in the absence of matter can be
obtained by equating these functions to zero. In the pres-
ence of matter, the matter Lagrangian has to be added to
Lquad and the Euler-Lagrange function of the total

Lagrangian has to be obtained. We then get the equivalent
expressions:

Gab ¼ 8�Tab; Gab ¼ 8�Tab;

Rab ¼ 8�

�
Tab � gab

2
T

�
:

(55)

From Eq. (39), we can write down the equations of
motion as

@cN
c
ab¼�Nc

adN
d
bcþ

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd�8�

�
Tab�gab

2
T

�
; (56)

a first order differential equation in Nc
ab with a matter

source term. In the local inertial frame, the equation
becomes

@cN
c
ab ¼ �8�

�
Tab � 	ab

2
T

�
; (57)

which gives a conservation law for the canonical momenta
Nc

ab valid in a spacetime volume small enough to respect

our local inertial frame. The corresponding equations of
motion in terms ofMcab look even nicer in the local inertial
frame. They are Gab ¼ @cM

cab ¼ 8�Tab i.e.
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@cM
cab ¼ 8�Tab: (58)

Note that in the local inertial frame
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
is unity and hence

Mcab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mcab plays the role of canonical momentum

corresponding to the metric. Thus, if we take a region
small enough for a local inertial frame to be enforced,
the surface integral of the canonical momenta correspond-
ing to the metric components gives the components of the
matter energy-momentum tensor contained in that volume.
Such a balance between gravitational variables and
matter variables will again arise when we study horizon
thermodynamics.

D. Palatini variational principle and
Hamilton’s equations for gravity

In classical mechanics, the variation of the action is
carried out regarding the dynamical variable q and its first
time derivative, _q as the independent variables, for the class
of actions which do not depend on the higher time deriva-
tives of q. The momentum p is then defined as the partial
derivative of the Lagrangian with respect to _q. There is an
alternate way of carrying out the variation considering q
and p as independent variables, with the Lagrangian
being defined as L ¼ p _q�Hðq; pÞ, where Hðq; pÞ is the
Hamiltonian of the system [46,47]. In this case, after fixing
the variations of q at the boundary, the variation with
respect to p gives the equation _q ¼ @H=@p, while the
variation with respect to q gives _p ¼ �@H=@q, which are
the well-known Hamilton’s equations. This variational
principle is referred to as modified Hamilton’s principle.

Analogously there are two well-known variational prin-
ciples in general relativity: one in which the components of
the affine connection are considered as given in terms of
the derivatives of the metric and the variation of the
Einstein-Hilbert action is carried out in terms of the varia-
tion of the metric and its first and second derivatives; and
one in which the metric and the affine connection are
considered as independent and varied separately. The sec-
ond method is called the Palatini variational principle [48].
But, as we have been arguing the case for the use of the
HCVs (holographically conjugate variables), we shall now
outline a version of the Palatini variational principle in
terms of the variables ðfab; Nc

abÞ. As these form a ðq; pÞ
pair, this would be a direct analogue of our classical
mechanics exposition of the alternate variational principle.
This aspect is in contrast with the usual approach in which
the metric and connection are treated as independent var-
iables, because the connection �a

bc is not the canonically

conjugate variable to the metric gbc.
Using Eq. (39), the Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian can be

expressed asffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ¼ fabRab

¼ fab
�
�@cN

c
ab � Nc

adN
d
bc þ

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd

�
: (59)

We will now vary this Lagrangian considering fab and Ni
ab

as independent variables. Note that Rab is a function only
of Ni

ab and is independent of fab, which should not be

surprising as we know Rab to be a function only of the
affine connection. The variation of the action (59) with
respect to Ni

ab is given by

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞjfab ¼ fab�Rab (60)

¼
�
@cf

ab � 2fadNb
cd þ

2

3
famNd

dm�
b
c

�
�Nc

ab

� @cðfab�Nc
abÞ: (61)

Once we fixNa
bc at the boundary, we obtain the correspond-

ing equations of motion by equating the symmetrized
coefficient of �Nc

ab to zero. These equations are

@cf
ab ¼ fadNb

cd þ fbdNa
cd �

1

3
famNd

dm�
b
c � 1

3
fbmNd

dm�
a
c:

(62)

Note that (62) is identical with Eq. (37). Thus, the action
principle dictates the connection between Nc

ab and

ðfab; @cfabÞ. In order to connect this up with the standard
result rcg

ab ¼ 0 obtained from Palatini variational prin-
ciple in its conventional form, we need to keep in mind
that the covariant derivative is, as of now, defined as usual
in terms of the affine connection but the affine connection
is not related to the metric or its derivatives. Substituting
fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
gab in Eq. (62) and contracting both sides with

gab, we can obtain the relation Nd
cd ¼ ð3=4Þgab@cgab

which gives us:

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Nd
cd ¼ 3

2
@c

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

; i:e:;
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
�d
cd ¼ @c

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

: (63)

We shall now use this result to evaluate
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p rcg
ab.

Expanding
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p rcg
ab, we findffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p rcg
ab ¼ @cf

ab � gab@c
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p þ fmb�a
cm þ fma�b

cm:

(64)

Next, using the identity @c
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p ¼ ð2=3Þ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Nd
cd from

Eq. (63) and expressing the connections in terms of Ni
ab

variables by Eq. (16), we obtain

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p rcg

ab ¼ @cf
ab � fadNb

cd � fbdNa
cd þ

1

3
famNd

md�
b
c

þ 1

3
fbmNd

md�
a
c; (65)

which vanishes due to Eq. (62). Hence, the equation
of motion [Eq. (62)] is precisely the metricity condition
obtained by the variation of the connection in conventional
Palatini formalism.
We shall now provide an alternate perspective on these

results which would prove quite fruitful. Note that Eq. (62)
can be written as
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@cf
ab ¼ � @

@Nc
ab

ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Rþ fab@cN
c
abÞ: (66)

We have obtained here an analogue of the Hamilton’s
equation _q ¼ @H=@p. The analogy can be made more
precise as follows. Let us define

H g ¼ fab
�
Nc

adN
d
bc �

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd

�
: (67)

Then, with the notional correspondence fab ! q and
Nc

ab ! p, we can establishffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R ! �q@p�H g ¼ fp@q�H gg � @ðqpÞ
¼ Lquad þLsur: (68)

Comparing Eq. (67) with Eq. (44), we see that

H g ¼ Lquad ! 1

2
p@q: (69)

Thus, the quadratic Lagrangian density that is used to
derive the equations of motion can be also be interpreted
as a Hamiltonian density. The equation [Eq. (66)] can then
be rewritten in the desired form as

@cf
ab ¼ @H g

@Nc
ab

: (70)

Proceeding by analogy, our next stop would be the other
Hamilton’s equation of motion, _p ¼ �@H=@q. Consider
the variation of the action [Eq. (59)] with respect to the q
variable fab, given by

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞjNi
ab
¼ Rab�f

ab: (71)

The equation of motion obtained on extremizing the action
with respect to variations in fab is Rab ¼ 0 which is the
same as

�Nc
adN

d
bc þ

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd ¼ @cN

c
ab: (72)

Referring back to Eq. (67), we see that this equation can be
expressed as

@cN
c
ab ¼ � @H g

@fab
; (73)

giving the second of the Hamilton’s equations. But unlike
the case in classical mechanics where the momentum
would be conserved in the absence of external forces, we
see thatNc

ab is capable of driving its own change, due to the

nonlinear nature of gravity.
The next natural step is to consider the inclusion of the

matter Lagrangian density Lm ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lm. This can be

accomplished by defining a total Hamiltonian as

H tot ¼ H g �Lm: (74)

If the first termH g, which is equal toLquad, be considered

as a kinetic term, then it is natural to think of Lm as a

potential term as far as gravity is concerned. We shall make
here the assumption that the Lm under consideration
depends only on fab and not on Nc

ab. In such a case,

Eq. (62) retains its form. Thus, if we choose to express
everything in terms of the metric and its derivative, our
assumption is tantamount to the assumption that Lm does
not depend on the derivatives of the metric. (This is similar
to the case in classical mechanics when we consider
velocity-independent potentials.)
If we now we take the usual definition of the matter

energy-momentum tensor as

Tab ¼ � 2ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p @ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
LmÞ

@gab
; (75)

we can obtain the following equality:

@Lm

@fab
¼ � 1

2

�
Tab � 1

2
Tgab

�
¼ � 1

2
Blm
abTlm � � 1

2
�Tab;

(76)

where Blm
ab was defined in Appendix B. We have defined a

new object �Tab here, which bears to Tab the same relation
as Gab bears to Rab.
Equation (73) is now modified to read

@cN
c
ab ¼ � @H g

@fab
þ @ð16�LmÞ

@fab

¼ �Nc
adN

d
bc þ

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd � 8� �Tab: (77)

Thus, the presence of matter introduces an extra source
term in the equations governing the evolution of Nc

ab.

Using Eq. (39), it is easy to verify that Eq. (77) is equiva-
lent to the usual Einstein’s equation of motion, Rab ¼
8�GðTab � ð1=2ÞTgabÞ.
Finally, note that the variation of the total Lagrangian,

gravitational plus matter, on varying fab and Nc
ab is

given by

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Rþ 16�LmÞ
¼

�
@cf

ab � fadNb
cd þ

1

3
famNd

dm�
b
c

�
�Nc

ab

�
��

@cN
c
ab þ Nc

adN
d
bc �

1

3
Nc

acN
d
bd

�
þ 8� �Tab

�
�fab

� @cðfab�Nc
abÞ: (78)

The surface variation given in the second line of the above
equation contains only variations of Nc

ab and not of fab,
which happened essentially because the Lagrangian with
which we started with does not have derivatives of fab.
Thus, we need to fix only the ‘‘momenta’’ Nc

ab at the

boundary to obtain the equations of motion.
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E. Noether current

So far, we have introduced two sets of naturally con-
jugate variables and expressed some relevant quantities in
general relativity in terms of them. The usual Einstein’s
equations have also been derived from the variation of
these variables. In this subsection, we shall relate the
Noether current—which arises from the diffeomorphism
invariance of the action—with the variations of Na

bc and

fab. For a general covariant Lagrangian Lðgab; RabcdÞ, the
Noether current, corresponding to the diffeomorphism
xa ! xa þ 
a, can be shown to be related to the Lie
derivative of �a

bc with a particular contraction of the indices

with the quantity Pabcd � @L=@Rabcd. SinceN
a
bc is a linear

combination of the connections, we can easily convert this
relation into the required relation.

To do this, we first recall the general form of the Noether
current for a Lagrangian Lðgab; RabcdÞ, corresponding to
the diffeomorphism xa ! xa þ 
a. It is given by (see, e.g.,
Project 8.1 of [32])

Ja ¼ 2Ea
b


b þ L
a þ �
v
a; (79)

where �
v
a is such that rað�
v

aÞ is the surface term

in the variation of the Lagrangian under the diffeomor-
phism and Ea

b ¼ 0 is the equation of motion. For the

Lanczos-Lovelock models of gravity, for example,
Ea
b ¼ PakijRbkij � 1

2�
a
bL and �
v

j ¼ 2Pibjdrb�
gdi (see

Sec. 15.4 in [32]), where Pabcd � ð@L=@RabcdÞ as already
mentioned. The tensor Pabcd has the algebraic properties
of the curvature tensor and, additionally, it is assumed
to be divergence-free in Lanczos-Lovelock models:
raP

abcd ¼ 0. Hence, for Lanczos-Lovelock models, the
relation between the surface contribution of the variation of
action and the Noether current is

�
v
a ¼ Ja � 2Ra

b

b; (80)

whereRa
b � PakijRbkij. We now switch to the language of

Lie derivatives. For an indexed object A, while �
A �
A0ðxÞ � AðxÞ is the functional change in A at the same
value of the spacetime coordinates under an infinitesimal
coordinate transformation from xi to xi þ 
i, the Lie
derivative of A is defined as L
A ¼ AðxÞ � A0ðxÞ, thus
giving L
 ¼ ��
. Now, we can use L
gdi ¼ rd
i þ
ri
d to find

L
v
a ¼ �2Pabdirbrd
i � 4Paibdrbrd
i

¼ �2Pabdirbrd
i þ 2Ra
m


m; (81)

where, in the last step, we have used Paibdrbrd
i ¼
�ð1=2ÞPaibdRmibd


m. Therefore, the Noether current turns
out to be

Ja ¼ 2Ra
b


b þ �
v
a ¼ 2Ra

b

b � L
v

a

¼ 2Pabdirbrd
i: (82)

We will now reexpress this in terms of the variation of
the connection. We know that, although �a

bc is not a tensor,

its Lie derivative is a tensor:

L
�
a
bc ¼ rbrc


a þ Ra
cmb


m: (83)

Contracting the above expression with Pibc
a we find

2Pibc
aL
�

a
bc ¼ Ji � 2Ri

m

m: (84)

Therefore, from Eqs. (80) and (84),

�
v
i ¼ 2Pibc

aL
�
a
bc: (85)

It turns out that, in general relativity, we can easily
write this expression in terms of Na

bc. To do this, note

that in the case of general relativity, L ¼ R and Pibca ¼
1
2 ðgicgab � giagbcÞ ¼ Qibca. Now, since Na

bc is related to

�a
bc by Eq. (16), it is easy to show that

2Pibc
aL
�

a
bc ¼ gxyL
N

i
xy: (86)

So, the surface term in the variation of the Lagrangian
density

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

R can be expressed in different ways as

[compare with Eq. (15)]ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p rið�
v

iÞ ¼ 2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p riðPibc
aL
�

a
bcÞ

¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p riðgxyL
N

i
xyÞ; (87)

while the sought-after expression for the Noether current in
terms of the variation of Na

bc is given by

Ji ¼ 2Ri
m


m þ gxyL
N
i
xy: (88)

F. Canonical energy-momentum pseudotensor

From the bulk part of the Lagrangian, one can define
the canonical energy-momentum pseudotensor (up to
overall factors, also known as the Einstein pseudotensor
[36,37,49,50]) as

tik ¼
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@igabÞ @kgab � �i

k

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Lquad (89)

¼ @ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@ifabÞ

@kf
ab � �i

k

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f
p

Lquad (90)

¼ Ni
ab@kf

ab � 1

2
�i
kðNc

ab@cf
abÞ; (91)

which, when taken together with the matter energy-
momentum tensor, satisfies the conservation law (see
Appendix C for a proof):

@iðtik � 16�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Ti
kÞ ¼ 0: (92)

Finally, we mention that the ‘‘trace’’ of the pseudotensor
can be related to the HamiltonianH g, defined by Eq. (67).

From Eq. (91), after contracting with �k
i , we find tii ¼

�Nc
ab@cf

ab which is �2Lquad [see Eq. (45)]. Therefore,

using Eq. (69),
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tii ¼ �2H g: (93)

This concludes our discussion of standard features of
general theory of relativity in terms of the canonically
conjugate variables ðfab; Nc

abÞ. We shall now discuss the

connection between the HCVs (holographically conjugate
variables) and the thermodynamics of horizons.

V. THERMODYNAMICS WITH
THE HOLOGRAPHICALLY
CONJUGATE VARIABLES

In this section, we shall show that the variations p�q and
q�p obtained from our sets of HCVs (holographically
conjugate variables) have direct thermodynamical inter-
pretations when integrated over horizons. We shall first
prove the results in a general static spacetime. Then, we
shall specialize to the spherically symmetric case and
examine Schwarzchild and Reissner-Nördstrom horizons
in order to obtain a physical feel of our results. Finally, we
shall show how our results generalize to integrals over any
null surface which acts as a local Rindler horizon.

A. Preliminaries

We shall first set up a couple of relations involving the
two canonical momenta before we proceed to the thermo-
dynamic relations. From Eqs. (22), (26), and (B6), we
see that

@c½gik�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ� ¼ @c½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gbk�Nc
bk�: (94)

Since Vc ¼ �gabð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McabÞ ¼ �fabNc
ab, we also have

�gikð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ ¼ �fabNc
ab: (95)

The variations �ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McxyÞ and gbxgky�Nc
kb are not equal

but become equal on contraction with gxy. To characterize

the difference, we define a tensorial quantity

Hab;cd � gacgbd � ð1=4Þgabgcd; (96)

which has the property that Hab;cdgab ¼ Hab;cdgcd ¼ 0.
This quantity is also a projector since we have
Hab

cdH
cd;ef ¼ Hab;ef. In fact, any indexed quantity Qab...

can be written as

Qab... ¼ 1

4
gabgcdQ

cd... þHab
cdQ

cd...; (97)

where dots indicate indices which are not displayed. A
contraction with gab will pick up a contribution from the

first term and a contraction with Hef
ab will catch the second

term. Using Hab;cd, we can write

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McxyÞ � ½gbxgky�Nc
kb�

¼ 2ðHik;xy�c
z �Hik;cy�x

zÞ��z
xy; (98)

which makes it clear that �ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McxyÞ and gbxgky�Nc
kb are

not equal but become equal on contraction with gxy.

Having set up these relations which would allow us to
easily hop between the two pairs of HCVs (holographically
conjugate variables) that we have, we shall now study the
variations of the surface term of the Einstein-Hilbert action
on a horizon in terms of our variables.

B. Surface term and its variation

In this section, we shall calculate the variation of the
surface term for an infinitesimal change of the metric. It is
a well-known result that the surface term integrated over a
horizon in a static metric will give the entropy of the
horizon [15,22–24,40,41]. More specifically, it will give
�TS, where � is the range of time integration, T is the
Hawking temperature of the horizon and S is the
Bekenstein-Hawking entropy of the horizon. Euclidean
time arguments are used to replace � by �, the inverse of
the horizon temperature, to obtain just S. We shall not use
this approach. Instead, we shall get rid of the pesky factor
of � hanging around by defining the surface Hamiltonian
for a static metric [9,40,41] by

Hsur ¼ �ð@Asur=@�Þ ¼ TS: (99)

Then, we need to do our integrations only over the coor-
dinates transverse to the horizon. If we then consider a
variation of Hsur, it can be split into two terms: one corre-
sponding to the variation of the metric variable—like p�q;
while the other one is like q�p, coming from the variation
of the momentum variable Nc

ab or
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mcab. We first give

the general expressions for these terms in terms of metric
coefficients and the perturbation hab. Next, we shall ex-
plicitly calculate them on the horizon for a general static
spacetime. Interestingly, the first term will lead to T�S
while the other will give S�T. Finally, we will generalize
this result to an arbitrary null surface.
As already described in Sec. II, the surface term in

the Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian is given by Lsur ¼
@cð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
VcÞ, where Vc is defined in Eq. (11). In order to

look at the variations of Hsur, we need to compute
�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

VcÞ. From Eq. (49), we can split the variation of

the surface term into two components as

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

VcÞ ¼ �Nc
ab�f

ab � �Nc
abf

ab (100)

¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mcab�gab � �ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McabÞgab:
(101)

In fact, from Eqs. (94) and (95), we know that Nr
ab�f

ab ¼ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mrab�gab and �Nr
abf

ab ¼ �ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

MrabÞgab. We

shall work with the variables fab and Nc
ab for the moment.

In terms of these variables, it is clear that the first term in
the above set of equations corresponds to variations of the
metric while the second term corresponds to variations of
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the connection. The variation of the surface Hamiltonian
Hsur in Eq. (99) can then be split into two terms as

�Hsur ¼ 1

16�

Z
d2x?Nn

ab�f
ab þ 1

16�

Z
d2x?fab�Nn

ab;

(102)

where the integration is over the variables transverse to the
horizon and the index n refers to the direction normal to the
horizon (see Sec. VB 1 for an explicit example).

To facilitate the calculation, we shall write down
expressions, up to linear order, for small changes in the
metric. Suppose the change in the metric is of the form
gab ! gab þ hab with hab treated as a first order perturba-
tion. (To be more precise, we should work with �hab, and
retain terms linear in � and finally set � ¼ 1. We shall not
bother to do this.) Under this change, the terms in Eq. (100)
are evaluated up to linear order in hab as

Na
jk�f

jk ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Na
jk

�
1

2
hgjk � hjk

�
; (103)

and

�Na
jkf

jk¼fjk
�
�gab@jhbkþ1

2
gab@bhjkþhab@jgbk

�1

2
hab@bgjk

�
þ1

2
fak½gmn@khmn�hmn@kgmn�;

(104)

where h � gabhab. In the following, we shall evaluate the
above terms on the horizon for a general static spacetime.

1. A general static spacetime

For any static spacetime with a horizon, we can choose
an arbitrary 2-surface and write the line element in the
form [51]:

ds2 ¼ �N2dt2 þ dn2 þ �ABdy
AdyB; (105)

where the coordinate n corresponds to the spatial direction
normal to the specified 2-surface and �AB is the transverse
metric on the 2-surface. We shall assume that there exists a
Killing horizon determined by the timelike Killing vector

 ¼ @t with the location of the horizon given by the
condition N2 ! 0. We will choose the coordinates such
that n ¼ 0 on the horizon. Then, near the horizon, N and
�AB have the expansion [51],

N ¼ nþOðn3Þ;
�AB ¼ ½�HðyÞ�AB þ 1

2
½�2ðyÞ�ABn2 þOðn3Þ:

(106)

Here,  is the surface gravity of the horizon. To evaluate
Eqs. (103) and (104) on the horizon, we shall first calculate
them on the n ¼ constant surface and then take the limit
n ! 0. The nonzero components of hab are htt ¼ �2N�N;
hAB ¼ ��AB and the relevant nonzero components
of Na

bc are

Nn
tt ¼ �N@nN; Nn

nn ¼ @nN

N
þ 1

2
�AB@n�AB;

Nn
AB ¼ 1

2
@n�AB:

(107)

Using all these in Eqs. (103) and (104) we find

Nn
jk�f

jk¼ ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB��AB@nN�N

2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AC�BD��CD@n�AB

þN

2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB��AB�

CD@n�CD

þ ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB@n�AB�N; (108)

and

fjk�Nn
jk ¼ 2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
@nð�NÞ þ N

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB@nð��ABÞ

� N

2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AC�BD��CD@n�AB: (109)

Note that the variations that we have considered here are
such that the structure of the metric in Eq. (105) is pre-
served. We now take the horizon limit and specialize to
variations which stay on the horizon, i.e., we take the limits
N ! 0, i.e. the horizon limit n ! 0, and �N ! 0. [See the
paragraph after Eq. (112) for a discussion of the nature of
the variations considered.] Using the near-horizon expan-
sion of N from Eqs. (106), (108), and (109) become

Nn
jk�f

jkjH ¼ 2�ð ffiffiffiffi
�

p Þ; fjk�Nn
jkjH ¼ 2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�:

(110)

Integrating over the transverse variables and introducing
the appropriate numerical factor, we find that the two
terms in the variation of the surface Hamiltonian Hsur

[see Eq. (102)] are given by

1

16�

Z
d2x?Nn

ab�f
ab ¼ 

2�
�

�
A?
4

�
¼ T�S; (111)

1

16�

Z
d2x?fab�Nn

ab ¼
�
A?
4

�
�

�


2�

�
¼ S�T: (112)

In obtaining these results, we have appealed to the zeroth
law of black hole thermodynamics [52,53] [See also
Eq. (61) in [51]] and taken  and � to be independent
of the transverse variables.
Let us now examine the nature of the variations we have

used to obtain our results. As we have already mentioned,
the variations are such that they preserve the nature of the
metric in Eq. (105). So the variations cannot give rise to
components of the metric that are zero in Eq. (105).
Further, the variations that we are considering are
differences between quantities evaluated on horizons,
which means that we demand �ðN2Þ ¼ 0 or equivalently
�N ¼ 0. The final horizon need not be at the same location
as the initial horizon, as will be the case in the physical
example we shall consider in the next Sec. VB 2.
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Before proceeding further, we address, as an aside, the
following question: We saw in Eq. (112) that there is a
clear correspondence between the variations p�q and q�p
on the one hand and T�S and S�T on the other hand. How
special are the variables ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ and ðfab; Nc

abÞ
with respect to this result? At first sight, it might seem that
the separation of the �ðTSÞ term into T�S and S�T terms
just corresponds to the separation of the terms with the
variation of the metric and the terms with the variation of
its first derivatives. We have explicitly verified that this is
not the case by considering the splitting

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

VcÞ ¼ ��ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gabMc
abÞ

¼ �Mc
ab�f

ab � fab�Mc
ab; (113)

which did not provide us with the T�Sþ S�T splitting.
The next natural question would be whether the
fT�S; S�Tg structure corresponds to the fp�q; q�pg
structure since ðgab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
McabÞ and ðfab; ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Nc

abÞ are

canonically conjugate variables. To answer this ques-
tion, we looked at another canonically conjugate pair
ðgab;� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Mc

abÞ [see Eq. (8)]. The corresponding

variation

�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

VcÞ¼��ðgab ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
abÞ

¼� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
ab�g

ab�gab�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mc
abÞ (114)

also failed to give us the fT�S; S�Tg splitting, proving that
it is not a purely a result of the fp�q; q�pg structure. Thus,
gab and fab and the corresponding canonical momenta are
indeed special for our purpose. Although we have not yet
discovered a completely satisfactory reason as to why this
must be so, we do have some indication that it must be
related to the scaling arguments detailed in Appendix A.
We hope to return to this issue in a future work.

We can rewrite Eq. (111) in the form of the thermody-
namic identity TdS ¼ dEþ dW. In order to obtain this
identity, we shall borrow some of the results derived in
[16]. To begin with, we need to find the variation of

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
. If

� is the affine parameter corresponding to the tangent
vectors of the outgoing null geodesics, then near the hori-
zon we find that

� ¼ �H þ 1

2
n2 þOðn3Þ; (115)

where � ¼ �H is the location of the horizon. Expressing
Eq. (106) in terms of the affine parameter, we obtain

N ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

p ð���HÞ1=2 þOðð���HÞ3=4Þ;
�AB ¼ ½�Hðy;�HÞ�AB þ �1½�2ðy;�HÞ�ABð���HÞ

þOðð���HÞ3=2Þ: (116)

Let us assume that the transverse metric is independent
of whatever parameters are present in the metric. (An
example is the Schwarzchild metric where the transverse
metric is independent of the mass.) Then, the variation of

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
would be purely due to a shift in the location of the

horizon and can be written as

�
ffiffiffiffi
�

p � ��

ffiffiffiffi
�

p ¼ @
ffiffiffiffi
�

p
@�

�� ¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB @�AB

@�
��

¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�2��; (117)

where in the last step Eq. (116) has been used and �2 �
�AB½�2�AB. Therefore, we have

Nn
jk�f

jk ¼ ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�2��: (118)

Near the horizon, the nn and tt components of the Einstein
equations can be written as [16,51]

1

2
ð�2 � RkÞ ¼ 8�Tn

n ¼ 8�Tt
t ; (119)

where Rk denotes the Ricci scalar on the two-dimensional

surfaces of constant n and t. Substituting this in Eq. (118),
we have

Nn
jk�f

jkjH ¼ ffiffiffiffi
�

p ð16�T�� þ RkÞ��: (120)

Here, � can stand for either n or t because, in our case,
Tn
n ¼ Tt

t . Integrating over the transverse variables and
using Eq. (111), we obtain

1

16�

Z
d2x?Nn

ab�f
ab ¼

Z
d2x?

ffiffiffiffi
�

p �
T�� þ Rk

16�

�
��

¼ T�S: (121)

The first term in the above equation can be interpreted
either as an

R
PdV term or an

Rð��ÞdV term, where P is
the transverse pressure and � is the energy density at the
horizon, whereas the last term can be interpreted as the
variation in energy associated with the horizon �E (for
details, see [16]):

�E ¼
Z

d2x?
ffiffiffiffi
�

p Rk
16�

��: (122)

Then, we arrive at either of the following two equations:

�E ¼ T�Sþ
Z

�dV; (123)

�E ¼ T�S�
Z

PdV: (124)

Thus, we see that the variations of the surface term on a
horizon in a general static spacetime can be given a ther-
modynamical interpretation.
We shall now specialize to a spherically symmetric

metric in order to gain some more physical insight into
our results.

2. An application: Spherically symmetric metric

In this subsection, we shall specialize the results of the
last section for a spherically symmetric metric of the form
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ds2 ¼ �fðr; �Þdt2 þ dr2

fðr; �Þ þ r2d�2 þ r2sin 2�d�2:

(125)

Here, � is a parameter in the system, like the mass M for a
Schwarzchild metric. We shall assume that there exists a
horizon at r ¼ rh such that fðrhÞ ¼ 0. In order to use the
results in the last section, we need to write this metric in the
form of Eq. (105). Define a parameter n such that dn2 ¼
dr2=fðrÞ and n ¼ 0 at the horizon. Near the horizon, we
can expand fðrÞ as fðrÞ � 2ðr� rhÞ, where  is the
surface gravity associated with the horizon at rh. Taking
square root and integrating from r ¼ rh to r ¼ r, we obtain

n ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2=

p ðr� rhÞ1=2. Comparing with Eq. (115), we see
that r plays the role of the affine parameter here. Having
obtained this expression, if we now make the identification
N2 ¼ fðrÞ and note that �AB is the metric on the surface of
the sphere with radius rh we have made all the connections
necessary to carry over the results in the previous section.
But rather than referring back to the results in the last
section, we shall rederive these results (in a slightly differ-
ent manner) since many of the integrals in the last section
can be explicitly evaluated in the current case. Also, it
will be a good consistency check on our results from the
last section.

For the spherically symmetric metric, the radial compo-
nent of the surface term in the Einstein-Hilbert action AEH

[see Eqs. (1), (3), and (10)], i.e.
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Vr=16� integrated

over � and � at the 2-surface at r ¼ rh, gives us �TS.

1

16�

Z �

0
d�

Z 2�

0
d�

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Vr ¼ �TS: (126)

From Eq. (99), we can see that this is the negative of the
surface Hamiltonian of the horizon.

We shall now look at the variation of the surface
Hamiltonian, splitting the variation into a q�p part and a
p�q part as in Eq. (102). Our aim is to give a physical
example for the results we obtained in VB1. We shall start
by considering the variation as being due to the variation
of the parameter � due to which the horizon will undergo
a shift in position. The condition that the variation is
between horizons then means that the variations �� and
�rh are connected by the relation fðrh;�Þ¼fðrhþ�rh;�þ
��Þ¼0, which implies

@f

@�
�� ¼ �f0�rh; (127)

a condition that we shall use to simplify our expressions.
The p�q term in this case is given by

1

16�

Z �

0
d�

Z 2�

0
d�Nr

ab�f
abjr¼rh

¼ rh
2
f0�rh ¼

�


2�

��
�ð4�r2hÞ

4

�
¼ T�S; (128)

where we have used the relations that Hawking tem-
perature T ¼ =2� ¼ f0=4� and Bekenstein-Hawking
entropy S ¼ A?=4. As can be expected from Eqs. (126),
(100), and (128), we can obtain the q�p part as

1

16�

Z �

0
d�

Z 2�

0
d�fab�Nr

abjr¼rh

¼
�
4�r2h
4

���
��

@

@�
þ �rh

@

@r

��
f0

4�

����������r¼rh

¼ S�T:

(129)

Equation (128) can be rewritten making use of the Einstein
equations to provide a clearer physical picture. The
Einstein equations for the spherically symmetric metric
are given by

Gt
t ¼ Gr

r ¼ rf0 þ f� 1

r2
¼ 8�Tt

t ¼ 8�Tr
r ; (130)

G�
� ¼ G�

� ¼ 2f0 þ rf00

2r
¼ 8�Tt

t ¼ 8�Tr
r: (131)

Substituting in Eq. (128) from Eq. (130), we obtain

1

16�

Z �

0
d�

Z 2�

0
d�Nr

ab�f
abjr¼rh

¼ �rh
2

þ Tt
tð4�r2h�rhÞ ¼

�rh
2

þ Tr
r ð4�r2h�rhÞ ¼ T�S:

(132)

The factor 4�r2h�rh is just dV, the change in volume when

the horizon shifts outward by an amount �rh. Let us
assume that the region outside the horizon contains a
perfect fluid at rest. The energy-momentum tensor will
be given by

Tab ¼ ð�þ PÞuaub þ Pgab; (133)

and we have T0
0 ¼ �� and Tr

r ¼ P. Then, if �rh=2 (which
is �M in Schwarzchild case) is interpreted as the change in
energy �E, Eq. (132) can be written either as

�E ¼ T�Sþ ��V (134)

or

�E ¼ T�S� P�V: (135)

Among these two interpretations, Eq. (135) is in the famil-
iar form of the first law of thermodynamics but Eq. (134)
may be physically more intuitive as it makes clear that
there are two contributions to the change in the energy: one
contribution from the change in the area of the horizon
(T�S term) and another from the energy density of the
matter engulfed by the horizon when the horizon expands
outward (�dV term).
To understand this interpretation clearly, let us consider

the special case of the Reissner-Nördstrom metric. We can
rewrite Eq. (132) for this case by substituting for �rh in

STRUCTURE OF THE GRAVITATIONAL ACTION AND ITS . . . PHYSICAL REVIEW D 87, 124011 (2013)

124011-15



terms of �M and �Q using rh ¼ r� ¼ M� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
M2 �Q2

p
.

We obtain

1

16�

Z �

0
d�

Z 2�

0
d�Nr

ab�f
abjr¼rh

¼ �M� Q�Q

M� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
M2 �Q2

p ; (136)

where the left-hand side has already been identified with
T�S. Further, with �E ¼ �rh=2, we can obtain

�E� T�S ¼ Q2

8�r4h
ð4�r2h�rhÞ: (137)

The energy-momentum tensor for an electromagnetic
field, which is acting as the source, is given by the
expression [54]

T�� ¼ 1

4�

�
F��F�

� � 1

4
g��F��F

��

�
: (138)

For the electromagnetic field of a Reissner-Nördstrom
metric, there is only one independent nonzero component
of the field strength tensor, Ftr ¼ �Q=r2. Evaluating the
T0
0 component at the horizon, we see that Eq. (137) can be

rewritten as

�E� T�S ¼ �T0
0ð4�rh2�rhÞ; (139)

which leads to �E� T�S ¼ �dV. Thus, we reproduce
Eq. (134). Of course, we could also write this relation in
the form of Eq. (135). But the current version seems easier
to relate to as the right-hand side in Eq. (137) represents the
contribution from the electromagnetic energy density that
the horizon engulfs as it expands outward.

3. Generalization to an arbitrary null surface

In the context of emergent gravity paradigm, one exten-
sively uses the concept of a local Rindler frame and local
Rindler horizon [17]. A local Rindler horizon is essentially
a patch of the null surface in the locally inertial frame.
Every local Rindler observer would attribute a temperature
and an entropy to the local Rindler horizon. Hence it is
natural to extend the above analysis for the metric near an
arbitrary null surface. We shall now discuss this formalism.

The metric in the neighbourhood of a null surface is
given by

ds2 ¼ �2r�du2 þ 2drdu� 2r�Adx
Aduþ�ABdx

AdxB;

(140)

where r ¼ 0 corresponds to the null surface. (A detailed
construction is presented in [55,56].) As usual, we will
first calculate all the quantities on an r-constant surface
and then take the r ¼ 0 limit. The starting point is to find
the normal to an r-constant surface, which is given by

na ¼ Nrar with N ¼ ð2�rþ r2�2Þ�1
2. The nonvanishing

component of na is nr ¼ N. The surface term on the
r ¼ constant surface is given by

Asur ¼ 1

16�

Z
d3x

ffiffiffi
h

p
nrV

r; (141)

where Vr ¼ �ð1=gÞ@bðggrbÞ. For the given metric, it turns
out that

ffiffiffi
h

p ¼
ffiffiffiffi
�

p
N

;

Vr ¼ � 1

�
½@u�þ @rf�ð2r�þ r2�2Þg þ @Að�r�AÞ�:

(142)

Therefore,

ffiffiffi
h

p
nrV

r ¼ � 1ffiffiffiffi
�

p @u�� ffiffiffiffi
�

p ð2�þ 2r@r�þ 2r�2

þ 2r2�A@r�
AÞ � 2r�þ r2�2ffiffiffiffi

�
p @r�

� ffiffiffiffi
�

p
r@A�

A � r�Affiffiffiffi
�

p @A�: (143)

Since, the integration variables in Eq. (141) are u and the
transverse coordinates xA, it is convenient to take the r ¼ 0
limit at this stage. This reduces the above equation to the
following form:

ffiffiffi
h

p
nrV

r ¼ � 1ffiffiffiffi
�

p @u�� 2
ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�: (144)

Assuming the Taylor series expansion:

ffiffiffiffi
�

p ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0ÞðxAÞ

q
þ rfðu; xAÞ þOðr2Þ; (145)

we have @u
ffiffiffiffi
�

p ¼ r@ufðu; xAÞ þOðr2Þ, and hence near the
null surface we can write

1ffiffiffiffi
�

p @u� ¼ 2@u
ffiffiffiffi
�

p ¼ 0;
ffiffiffiffi
�

p ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
: (146)

Therefore Eq. (144) reduces to
ffiffiffi
h

p
nrV

r ¼ �2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
�.

Finally, substituting this in Eq. (141), we find

Asur ¼ � 1

8�

Z
dud2xA

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
�: (147)

We next expand � in a Taylor series as

�ðr; u; xAÞ ¼ �0ðxAÞ þ rgðu; xAÞ þ � � � : (148)

Using this in Eq. (147) and then performing the integration
from u ¼ 0 to u we find

Asur ¼ � ��0A?
8�

u; (149)
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where we defined an average surface gravity ��0 as

��0 ¼
R
d2xA

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
�0ðxAÞ

A?
: (150)

Thus the surface term, calculated on the null surface can be interpreted as Asur ¼ �uTS, where T ¼ ��0=2�
and S ¼ A?=4.

Next we will calculate the terms in Eq. (104), which arise due to the metric variation, on the null surface. We only need
to compute fab�Nr

ab since the the other term can be identified using Eq. (149). Expanding fjk�Nr
jk under the metric (140)

we obtain

fjk�Nr
jk¼2fur�Nr

urþfrr�Nr
rrþ2frA�Nr

rAþfAB�Nr
AB

¼2
ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�

�
�1

2
@r ��þ1

2
��A@r ��Aþ1

4
�AC@u�AC

�
þ ffiffiffiffi

�
p ð2r�þr2�2Þ�

�
1

2
�AC@r�AC

�

þ2r�A ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�

�
�1

2
@r ��Aþ1

2
��C@r�ACþ1

4
�BD@A�BD

�
þ ffiffiffiffi

�
p

�AB�

�
1

2
@u�ABþ1

2
ð ��2� ��Þ@r�AB�DA

��B

�
;

(151)

where

Nr
ur ¼ ��r

ur þ 1

2
�a
au ¼ 1

2
ð�u

uu � �r
ur þ �A

AuÞ ¼ � 1

2
@r ��þ 1

2
��A@r ��A þ 1

4
�AC@u�AC;

Nr
rr ¼ �a

ar ¼ �A
Ar ¼

1

2
�AC@r�AC;

Nr
rA ¼ ��r

rA þ 1

2
�a
aA ¼ 1

2
ð�u

uA � �r
rA þ �B

ABÞ ¼ � 1

2
@r ��A þ 1

2
��C@r�AC þ 1

4
�BD@A�BD;

Nr
AB ¼ ��r

AB ¼ 1

2
@u�AB þ 1

2
ð ��2 � ��Þ@r�AB � 1

2
ðDA

��B þDB
��AÞ; (152)

with �� ¼ �2r� and ��A ¼ �r�A being substituted in the
expressions. [To calculate the components of Na

bc we have
used Eq. (16) and the expressions for the connections
evaluated in [56].] Near the null surface (r ¼ 0 ) �r ¼
0), the above result reduces to

fjk�Nr
jk ¼ 2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�

�
� 1

2
@r ��þ 1

4
�AC@u�AC

�

þ ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�AB�

�
1

2
@u�AB

�
: (153)

Finally, use of Eqs. (145) and (148) lead to vanishing of last

two terms near r ¼ 0 and thus we find fjk�Nr
jkjr¼0 ¼

2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
��0. Therefore, the analogue of Eq. (112) in this

case would be

1

16�

Z
d3xfjk�Nr

jk ¼
1

8�

Z
d3x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�ð0Þ

q
��0; (154)

which can be represented as

1

16�

Z
d3xfjk�Nr

jk ¼ uS�T: (155)

Now since Asur ¼ uTS, the other term in the variation
will be

1

16�

Z
d3xNr

jk�f
jk ¼ uT�S: (156)

Thus, we have generalized our thermodynamic interpreta-
tion to the case of the variation of the surface term in the
Einstein-Hilbert action evaluated over an arbitrary null
surface.

C. Connection with the ADM formalism

In this section, we shall make some comments relating
our formalism with the standard Arnowitt-Deser-Misner
(ADM) formalism [57]. We expect to find some parallels
between the two, since the ADM formalism also uses the
language of canonical variables. The major difference, of
course, is that we have not assumed a particular foliation of
the spacetime. In the ADM formalism, we assume a folia-
tion of the spacetime with a family of nonintersecting
spacelike hypersurfaces. The dynamics is then generally
considered in the volume bounded by two such spacelike
surfaces and two timelike hypersurfaces, with one of the
timelike hypersurfaces assumed to be at spatial infinity.
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In the following treatment, we shall borrow the required
expressions from Chap. 12 of [32].

The dynamical variables in the ADM formalism are
the components of h�� ¼ g��, the induced metric on the

spacelike surfaces of the foliation. The definition of the
term ‘‘canonical momenta’’ in the ADM context is differ-
ent from the definition that we have adopted for our formal-
ism in that the canonical momenta in ADM formalism
refers to the the derivatives of the Lagrangian with respect
to the time derivatives of the metric components and hence
correspond to

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

M0ab in our formalism. The ADM

Lagrangian, LADM, leads to nonzero canonical momenta
conjugate to h�� while the momenta corresponding to the

other metric components vanish. (This does not happen for
Lquad and one can find that M000 and M00b are in general

nonzero.) The canonical momentum corresponding to h��
is given by

p�� ¼ @

@ð@0h��Þ ð
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
LADMÞ ¼ � ffiffiffi

h
p ðK�� � Kh��Þ:

(157)

Here, K�� represents the contravariant components of the
extrinsic curvature Kmn ¼ �hamrann. The extrinsic curva-
ture for this particular foliation is given by

Kmn ¼ �Nhamhnb�0
ab ¼ NhamhnbN0

ab: (158)

Note that all the indices in the above expression can take
only spatial values since h0m ¼ 0. Taking the trace, we
obtain

2
ffiffiffi
h

p
K ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
V0 � 2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

nmnnM
0mn; (159)

which is the expression relating the Gibbons-Hawking-
York counterterm [31,34] with the surface term of the
Einstein-Hilbert action (see e.g. Exe. 6.3 of [32]). We
next write the expression for p��, given by

p�� ¼ 2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Q����

ðhÞ �0
�� ¼ �2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Q����
ðhÞ N0

�� (160)

where 2Qadcb
ðhÞ ¼ hachdb � habhdc, in analogy with Eq. (2).

Having thus made the necessary connections between
the variables, we can look at the variations of the action
in the two formalisms. In fact, the variation obtained in
Sec. 12.4.3 of [32] [see Eq. (12.111)] is similar in structure
to the integrated version of Eq. (22) with a q�p surface
term. This variation is given byZ

V
�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼
Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�g
ab

þ
Z
@V

d3x�hab�p
ab; (161)

where � is �1 on spacelike parts of the boundary @V and
þ1 on the timelike parts. Here, hab is the induced metric on

the surface of integration and pab ¼ � ffiffiffi
h

p ðKab � KhabÞ,
where Kab is the extrinsic curvature corresponding to that

surface. Equation (157) is a special case in which the
surfaces are constant time slices. In obtaining this expres-
sion from the variation of the action, a surface term has
been thrown away assuming that the surface of integration
is compact. Comparing with the integrated version of
Eq. (22), we obtain

�
Z
@V

d3xgik �nc�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ ¼
Z
@V

d3x�hab�p
ab:

(162)

Here, �nc is the unnormalized normal to the integration
surface. For example, if we were integrating over the upper
time slice of the boundary of a usual ADM integration
volume, an x0 ¼ constant surface, we would have �nc ¼
��0

c, where the minus sign ensures that �nc is in the
direction of increasing time. The normalized normal in
this case would be given by nc ¼ �N�0

c. On the other
hand, if our integration volume was inside an r ¼ constant
surface, we would have �nc ¼ �r

c and the normalized nor-
mal would be given by nc ¼ ð1=grrÞ�0

c. Thus, we have
obtained the correspondence for the q�p variation term.
For connecting up with the p�q variation term, consider

the following relation:Z
V
�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼
Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�g
ab

þ �

�Z
@V

d3x2
ffiffiffi
h

p
K�

�

�
Z
@V

d3x�pab�hab: (163)

If the second term was the variation of our usual surface
term in the Einstein-Hilbert action, we could have com-
pared the last term directly with the integral ofN�f term or
M�g term. But we have here the Gibbons-Hawking-York
counterterm instead of the surface term in Hilbert action.
To obtain the desired relation, we first write down the
structure of the usual variation of the Einstein-Hilbert
action. This is given byZ

V
�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ ¼
Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�g
ab

þ �

�Z
@V

d3x�ni
ffiffiffi
h

p
Vi

�

�
Z
@V

d3xni
ffiffiffi
h

p
Miab�gab: (164)

Comparing Eq. (164) with Eq. (163), we obtain

�
Z
@V

d3x�pab�hab ¼ �
Z
@V

d3xni
ffiffiffi
h

p
Miab�gab

þ �

�Z
@V

d3x�
ffiffiffi
h

p ðniVi � 2KÞ
�
:

(165)

We can now use the following result (see Exe. 6.3 in [32]):
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Vana � 2K ¼ 2hab@bna � nmhns@ngsm ¼ �nmhns@ngsm;

(166)

where we have used the result @bna ¼ �ð�=2Þnbninj:@agij
and habna ¼ 0 (see Sec. 12.4.3 in [32]). If the metric has no
off-diagonal components with respect to the coordinate
which labels the surfaces of foliation, the right-hand side
of Eq. (166) vanishes on the foliation surfaces. In such a
case, if we assume that the boundaries of our integration
volume other than the foliation surfaces do not contribute,
(i.e. in ADM formalism, for example, assuming the inte-
gration region is between two time slices and a timelike
surface at spatial infinity where all fields go to zero), we
can write Eq. (165) asZ

@V
d3x�pab�hab ¼

Z
@V

d3xni
ffiffiffi
h

p
Miab�gab: (167)

This is the desired connection between the p�q variations;
but unlike Eq. (162), this relation is valid only when the
coordinates are chosen such that 2K ¼ niV

i, which can be
achieved by demanding a metric block diagonal with
respect to the foliation coordinate. (If we take t ¼
constant surfaces for our foliation, for example, then the
shift function should vanish.) Further, only the foliation
surfaces should contribute to the surface integral. Hence, to
summarize, we have a relation between the ‘‘q�p’’ varia-
tions in ADM formalism and our formalism, Eq. (162):

�
Z
@V

d3xgik �nc�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

McikÞ ¼
Z
@V

d3x�hab�p
ab;

(168)

and, in coordinates in which the metric is block diagonal
with respect to the foliation coordinate and nonzero con-
tributions to the surface term come only from the foliation
surfaces, we also have the corresponding relation between
p�q variations, Eq. (167):Z

@V
d3xni

ffiffiffi
h

p
Miab�gab ¼

Z
@V

d3x�pab�hab: (169)

D. Action principle as a thermodynamical
extremum principle

In the previous analysis, we have shown that Lquad can

be interpreted as a Hamiltonian (Sec. IVD)—more pre-
cisely a Hamiltonian density—and the surface integral
arising from Lsur leads to �TS on a horizon (Sec. VB).
This interpretation leads to the interpretation of the
Einstein-Hilbert action as a free energy, AEH ¼ �F ¼
�ðE� TSÞ, where � is the range of time integration in
any static geometry, which has been explicitly demon-
strated for static metrics in Einstein gravity [24] and also
for Lanczos-Lovelock models [30]. We shall now use this
interpretation to formulate the principle of extremization
of gravitational action as a thermodynamic extremum
principle.

The variation of the action is given by integrating
Eq. (26) over a spacetime volume. This variation is
given by

16��AEH ¼
Z
V
d4x�ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
RÞ

¼
Z
V
d4xRab�f

ab �
Z
@V

d3x
ffiffiffi
h

p
nig

jk�Ni
jk;

(170)

where we have rewritten the volume integral of the total
divergence as a surface integral.
Now consider the variation of the action on-shell. For

pure gravity (Rab ¼ 0), the above variation reduces to

�AEH ¼ � 1

16�

Z
@V

d3x
ffiffiffi
h

p
nig

jk�Ni
jk

¼ � 1

16�

Z
@V

d3xfjk�NX
jk; (171)

on the X ¼ constant surface. Here X ¼ n for a static space-
time while X ¼ r for null metric. From Sec. VB, we know
that the right-hand side, when evaluated on a horizon, can
be interpreted as a ��S�T term. Therefore, using AEH ¼
�ðE� TSÞ as has been argued, we find that the Eq. (171)
can be written as a thermodynamic identity:

�ðE� TSÞ ¼ �S�T; i:e:; �E ¼ T�S: (172)

Next we shall consider the inclusion of the matter action
Am. The usual matter Lagrangians are independent of the
derivatives of the metric and hence the variation with
respect to the metric will not involve any surface terms.
The variation of the matter Lagrangian on varying the
metric is then written in the form

�Am ¼ 1

2

Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Tab�gab

¼ � 1

2

Z
V
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p �Tab�f

ab: (173)

Here, �Tab ¼ Tab � ðgab=2ÞTi
i and Tab is the energy-

momentum tensor corresponding to the matter field under
consideration. Then, from Eqs. (170) and (173), we can
impose the on-shell condition Rab ¼ 8�G �Tab and obtain

�½AEH þ Am� ¼ �
Z
@V

d3xfjk�NX
jk: (174)

If the matter is perfect fluid, then the matter action, with the
on-shell condition, can be expressed as

Am ¼
Z ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
d4xP; (175)

where P is the pressure of the fluid [58–60]. For the case of
a static spacetime with P independent of fab, the time
integration can be performed to give a factor � and
the variation of the matter action will reduce to �P�V,
where V stands for the three-dimensional volume of a
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time-constant slice. Hence, the left-hand side of
Eq. (174) can be given a thermodynamic interpretation as
��ðE� TSÞ þ �P�V. Thus, Eq. (172), in a static space-
time with the inclusion of matter fields in the form
of a perfect fluid with P ¼ constant, becomes �E ¼
T�S� P�V, which is the thermodynamic identity on the
horizon obtained earlier. We thus see that the variation of
the Einstein-Hilbert action allows for a straightforward
thermodynamic interpretation.

There is, however, a nicer way of interpreting the gravi-
tational action principle in thermodynamic language, along
the following lines. We first note that, if—instead of
demanding �½AEH þ Am� ¼ 0—we demand the condition
in Eq. (174) we will get the field equations. In such a
formulation, we can use any spacetime region V and its
boundary @V . Consider now a spacetime region bounded
by null surfaces. Then the surface term on the right-hand
side of Eq. (174) can be interpreted as giving S�T based on
our earlier result in Eq. (155). Hence, the condition that the
surface term vanishes is equivalent to the condition that the
variations keep the temperature of the null surfaces, as
perceived by the local Rindler observers, constant during
the variation. This gives a very direct thermodynamic
interpretation of the gravitational action principle provided
we formulate it in a region bounded by null surfaces. We
hope to explore this in detail in a future publication.

VI. CONCLUSIONS

The variational principle in general relativity is some-
what peculiar. The key reason is the presence of second
derivatives of the metric in the Einstein-Hilbert action,
which causes the surface term in the variation to contain
variations of the metric and its derivative. Thus, in order to
get the Einstein’s equation by the usual variational method,
we have to fix the metric as well as its normal derivative.
The main problems with fixing both the metric and the
normal derivatives are (a) The values at which we fix the
metric and its derivative at the boundaries might not turn
out to be compatible with the equations of motion derived.
(b) If we extend our theory to the quantum domain, we
should refrain from fixing both the metric and its normal
derivative on a spacelike hypersurface to avoid conflict
with the uncertainty principle. One common method for
dealing with this issue is to throw the second derivatives
into a surface term and then work with the remaining
(coordinate dependent) quadratic Lagrangian Lquad [see

Eq. (3)], in which case one will have to fix just the variation
of the metric on the surface. The other common procedure
is to use a counterterm to cancel the variation of the surface
term [31]. All these procedures, one must admit, appear
rather contrived.

In this paper, we discuss an alternate prescription. We
may be in better shape conceptually by interpreting the
generally covariant Lagrangian (viz. the Einstein-Hilbert
Lagrangian) as a momentum-space Lagrangian and fixing

the canonical momenta on the boundary. We can do this in
terms of the metric gab and its canonical momenta with
respect to the quadratic Lagrangian,

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Mcab, defined in

Eq. (7). This suggests that general relativity is better rep-
resented as a theory in the space of the canonical momenta
Mcab. The immediate direction suggested by this realiza-
tion is to apply the technique of momentum-space path
integrals to general relativity, a direction which we intend
to explore in the future.
In the process, we discovered the surprising fact that this

approach works only with gab but not with gab and its
corresponding canonical momenta. In the case of gab, the
surface variation is found to contain the variation of gab as
well as its canonical momenta. We show how this is related
to the �@ðpqÞ structure of the surface term in the case of
the variable gab and proceed to show how this structure can
be obtained by simple scaling arguments applicable for
homogeneous functions. These arguments also allow us to
discover another variable fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
gab, with Nc

ab repre-

senting the corresponding canonical momenta. The use of
Nc

ab makes it easy to see that we are actually fixing the

variation of the connection on the boundary, a fact which
needs nontrivial calculation to discover when working with
gab and Mcab. Further, as already noted in the literature
before (see [36–38,44]), many formulas simplify if we
work with fab and Nc

ab.

The most surprising result of our investigation was the
connection between these holographically conjugate vari-
ables (HCVs) and thermodynamic quantities pertaining to
the null surfaces which act as local Rindler horizons. The
surface term in the Einstein-Hilbert action, when inte-
grated over a horizon, gives us the Bekenstein-Hawking
entropy of the horizon when the range of time integration is
fixed by periodicity in Euclidean sector. Without using the
Euclidean time integration, and in fact removing the time
integration altogether, the integral of the surface term over
the space variables on the horizon gives us [9,40,41] the
heat content Hsur ¼ TS. In a variation of this integral, it
was seen that the term T�S is the term with the variation of
gab (or fab) and the term with S�T is the term with the
variation of the corresponding canonical momentum. This
result holds (a) near a horizon in an arbitrary (i.e., not
necessarily spherically symmetric) static spacetime and
(b) near any null surface which acts as a local Rindler
horizon.
We believe that this is a very strong result. We know that

the variations of T and S are related to the variations of the
surface gravity  and the area of the horizon respectively.
Since  is related to the derivative of the g00 component of
the metric along the direction normal to the horizon, it is
clear that the variation of the temperature cannot be given
by the term with the variation of gab or fab and must be
contained in the term with the variation of the canonical
momenta. But it is not clear why this canonical momenta
term does not contribute to the variation of the entropy.
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To drive this point home, we carried out variations with
certain other sets of variables [see Eqs. (113) and (114) and
the accompanying discussion] and observed that we do not
obtain this separation between the entropy and the tem-
perature. Although we do not yet have a clear line of
reasoning to offer as to why this must be so, we think
that the explanation might be related to the scaling prop-
erties that were used to arrive at the variable fab. Further,
we were able to obtain this result without using the
Euclidean time method. This seems to suggest that the
method of reducing the integral of surface term on a
horizon to entropy using Euclidean time arguments might
not be necessary.

There are many directions to proceed forward from the
work in this paper. It is not clear to us why the special
variables that we discovered through scaling turn out to be
the ones that are related to thermodynamic variables.
This connection should be further explored. As already
mentioned, another direction of work would be to try to
develop a momentum-space path integral approach to
general relativity. Extension of our results to the case of
stationary, or more ambitiously, time-dependent metrics
and Lanczos-Lovelock models is another obvious line of
attack. The simplicity of the scaling argument that led us to
discover the special nature of the variables gab and f

ab, the
naturalness of our prescription for the variational approach
to general relativity compared to prescriptions existing in
the literature as well as the intriguing connection with
thermodynamic variables on a horizon which is highly
unlikely to be accidental, suggests that these directions of
research would prove to be quite fruitful if pursued.
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APPENDIX A: FINDING HOLOGRAPHICALLY
CONJUGATE VARIABLES THROUGH

SCALING ARGUMENTS

In this section, we shall try to find alternatives to gab for
which a relation of the form in Eq. (19) holds. More
explicitly, for Eq. (18) (which we reproduce below),

qAF
A ¼ ð�þ�ÞL� @i

�
qA

@L

@ð@iqAÞ
�
; (A1)

we should have qAF
A ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
R and �þ� ¼ 1. We shall

restrict ourselves to variables that can be obtained by the
so-called point transformations [47] i.e. transformations
where the new variables depend on the old variables, but
not on their derivatives i.e.

h ¼ hðgab; xiÞ; @h

@ð@cgabÞ ¼ 0: (A2)

Further, we shall assume that the transformation has
no explicit dependence on spacetime coordinates i.e.
hðgab; xiÞ ¼ hðgabÞ. Here we have not specified the index
structure of the variable h, but it has to be a two-indexed
symmetric object in order to hold the degrees of freedom
initially present in the metric. First, let us look at the left-
hand side of Eq. (A1). For a point transformation from the
variable q to the variable s, we have the result that

d

dt

�
@L

@ _sj

�
� @L

@sj
¼

�
d

dt

�
@L

@ _qi

�
� @L

@sj

�
@qi
@sj

: (A3)

Generalizing to our case, we have

@c

�
@L

@ð@cgabÞ
�
� @L

@gab
¼

�
@c

�
@L

@ð@chÞ
�
� @L

@h

�
@h

@gab
:

(A4)

We shall now assume that h is a homogeneous function of
the components of gab i.e. if gab ! �gab, then h ! �kh
for some constant k. If we now contract both sides of
Eq. (A4) with gab and use Euler’s theorem for homoge-
neous functions, we obtain

gab

�
@c

�
@L

@ð@cgabÞ
�
� @L

@gab

�
¼ kh

�
@c

�
@L

@ð@chÞ
�
� @L

@h

�
:

(A5)

In terms of the notation in Eq. (A1), we can state this result
as follows. If we transform from a set of variables qA
to another set fA, such that the fA do not dependent on
the derivatives of qA and are homogeneous of degree k in
qA, then

qAF
A
q ! kfAF

A
f ; (A6)

where we have used the subscript in the Euler-Lagrange
function to denote the variable that has been used.
Next we shall look at the right-hand side of Eq. (A1).

Under a point transformations, it is easy to see that the
value of �, the degree of derivatives of the variables,
remains a constant. A fallacious argument for finding the
change in � is the following. fA being homogeneous in qA
of degree k and L being homogeneous in qA of degree �,
a change qA ! �qA would correspond to a change fA !
�kfA and a change L ! ��L. Therefore, under a change

fA ! �fA, we should have qA ! �1=kqA and L ! ��=kL
and we can conclude that the degree of L in the variable fA
is �=k. But as is clear from Sec. III B, this argument fails
for the transformation gab ! gab. To find out the error in
the above argument and to derive the correct result,
consider a general term in the Lagrangian of the form
ðqAÞ�ð@iqBÞ�. The notation ðqAÞ� here corresponds to a
term of the form fðqAqB . . .Þ ! � termsg and ð@iqBÞ� cor-
responds to a term of the form fð@iqA@jqB . . .Þ ! � termsg.
In terms of the new variables fA, this term becomes
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ðqAÞ�ð@iqBÞ� ¼ ðqA½fC�Þ�
�
@qB
@fC

@ifC

�
�
; (A7)

where we have made use of the fact that qA does not
depend on the derivatives of fB. Now, this assumption
also tells us that ð@qB=@fCÞ is a function of fA alone and
not its derivatives. Thus, the factor containing derivatives
of fA is ð@fCÞ� confirming that the degree in derivatives
does not change under the transformation. The factor
that depends only on the variables fA and not on its
derivatives is

ðqA½fC�Þ�
�
@qB
@fC

�
�
: (A8)

We have considered fA to be a homogeneous function of
qB, and qB only, of degree k. Since we are conserving the
degrees of freedom, we should be able to invert these
functions and express qB in terms of fA as homogeneous
functions of degree 1=k in fA. Then, ð@qBÞ=ð@fCÞ will be a
homogeneous function of fA of degree ð1=kÞ � 1. Hence,
the above function will be a homogeneous function of fA
alone, and of degree ð1=kÞ�þ ½ð1=kÞ � 1��.

It is straightforward to generalize our results for
ðqAÞ�ð@qBÞ� to L and conclude that, under a transforma-
tion from variables qA to variables fB homogeneous of
degree k in qA and independent of the derivatives of qA, we
shall have

� ! �

k
þ

�
1

k
� 1

�
�; � ! �;

i:e:; �þ� ! �þ�

k
:

(A9)

Thus, from Eqs. (A1), (A6), and (A9), the form of Eq. (19)
is conserved only if we transform to a variable which is
homogeneous of degree k ¼ 1 in gab. This obviously
breaks down for gab, which has k ¼ �1. The determinant
of gab, g, does not have the required number of degrees of
freedom and has k ¼ 4 in four dimensions and is also
unsuitable. But the variable

fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gab

has the required number of degrees of freedom and has
k ¼ 1, thus providing a useful alternative contravariant in
its two indices, to gab.

APPENDIX B: USEFUL PROPERTIES AND
RELATIONS PERTAINING TO fab

In this Appendix, we shall list out some useful properties
and relations pertaining to fab ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
gab. Its determinant

is given by

f ¼ det ðfabÞ ¼ det ðgabÞ ¼ g: (B1)

Hence, all the
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
factors that hang around in expressions

can be replaced by
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f

p
. In order to use the well-known

formulas used in variation of the gravitational action while

working with fab, we need to relate the variation of gab to
the variation of fab. This relation is given by

�glm ¼ �flmffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f
p � flmfab

2ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f
p Þ3 ¼

Blm
ab�f

abffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f
p ; (B2)

where Blm
ab�ð1=2Þð�l

a�
m
b þ�l

b�
m
a Þ�ð1=2Þglmgab¼�l

ða�
m
bÞ�

ð1=2Þglmgab. We shall take Blm
ab to be B

lm
ab so that Blmab ¼

glagmb � ð1=2Þglmgab. Blm
ab satisfies the relation

Blm
abB

ab
cd ¼ �l

ðc�
m
dÞ: (B3)

This relation is valid even if we remove the explicit sym-
metrization in both Blm

bk and the right-hand side of this

relation. Using this relation, we can easily invert
Eq. (B2) and obtain (see Chap. 6 in [32])

�flm ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Blm
ab�g

ab: (B4)

Hence, we have, for any two-indexed object Xlm,

Xlm�g
lm ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
�
Xab � 1

2
gabg

lmXlm

�
�fab

¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

�
Xab � 1

2
gabX

�
�fab: (B5)

Therefore, ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Gab�g
ab ¼ Rab�f

ab: (B6)

The Euler-Lagrange function (see IVC) Fab for the vari-
able fab is

Fab �
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@fab

� @c

�
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@cfabÞ

�
¼ Rab: (B7)

This expression can be arrived at either by explicit com-
putation or by staring at Eq. (26).

APPENDIX C: PROOF OF THE CONSERVATION
EQUATION @iðtik � 16�

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Ti
kÞ¼ 0

Consider the object @it
i
k. We have, using the definition in

Eq. (90),

@it
i
k ¼ @i

�
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@ifabÞ

@kf
ab � �i

k

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�f
p

Lquad

�

¼ @i

�
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@ifabÞ

@kf
ab

�
� @ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
LquadÞ

@fab
@kf

ab

� @ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@ifabÞ

@k@if
ab

¼
(
@i

"
@ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

LquadÞ
@ð@ifabÞ

#
� @ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
LquadÞ

@fab

)
@kf

ab

¼ �Rab@kf
ab: (C1)
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It is clear from the above equation that, in the absence of matter, the object tik will be conserved once we impose the

equations of motion.
To generalize to the case with matter present, start from the Bianchi identity

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p riG

i
k ¼ 0. Then, we haveffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p riR
i
k ¼ ð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
=2ÞrkR, implying

2@ið ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Ri
kÞ ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

gabrkRab þ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Rab@kgab ¼ fab@kRab: (C2)

Hence, we have

@it
i
k ¼ �Rab@kf

ab ¼ �@kð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ þ fab@kRab ¼ �@kð ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

RÞ þ 2@ið ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Ri
kÞ ¼ 2@i

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p �

Ri
k �

�i
k

2
R

��
¼ 2@ið ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Gi

kÞ ¼ 16�@ið ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p

Ti
kÞ; (C3)

where we have used the Einstein equations Gi
k ¼ 8�Ti

k in the last step. Thus, we obtain the general conservation equation

@iðtik � 16�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
Ti
kÞ ¼ 0: (C4)
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