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Composite Higgs models involving partial compositeness of standard model fermions typically require

the introduction of fermionic partners which are relatively light in realistic scenarios. In this paper, we

analyze the role of these light custodian fermions in the phenomenology of the composite Higgs models

and show that they significantly modify couplings of the Higgs field. We focus on the coupling to gluons,

in particular, which is of central importance for Higgs production at the LHC. We show that this coupling

can be increased as well as decreased depending on the standard model fermion embedding in the

composite multiplets. We also discuss modification of the Higgs couplings to bottom and top quarks and

show that modifications to all three couplings—Hgg, H�tt, and H �bb—are generically independent

parameters.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Composite Higgs models provide a compelling solution
to the standard model (SM) hierarchy problem [1–4].
Within these models, the stability of the Higgs mass
against large quantum corrections is explained by the
strongly interacting nature of the Higgs field. From the
precision measurements performed at LEP2 [5], we in fact
have the strong suggestion that the mass of the Higgs
should be less than roughly 170 GeV. Such a light reso-
nance from the strong sector can be naturally obtained if
one assumes that the Higgs emerges as a pseudo–Nambu-
Goldstone boson (PNGB) of a spontaneously broken
global symmetry, making it much lighter than the other,
non-Goldstone, resonances [1–4,6].

For fermions to acquire mass in these models, one can
further suppose that the strong sector of the model contains
composite fermions with which the SM states can mix: this
is the idea of partial compositeness [7]. In this way, the
hierarchies of the SM fermion masses are explained by the
hierarchies of the correponding mixing parameters, as can
also be easily realized in Randall-Sundrummodels [8] with
all the SM fields in the bulk. PNGB nature of the Higgs
boson can be realized in 5D framework [9,10], where the
Higgs field arises as an extradimenional component of the
5D gauge field. In such models it often happens that most
of the new resonances are too heavy to be discovered early
in the running of the LHC, but indirect effects resulting in
the observable modifications of the SM Higgs couplings
can be quite important. In these scenarios, it is crucial to
understand the predictions for deviations from various SM
couplings.

The dominant production channel of the Higgs field at
the LHC is the process of gluon fusion, as is generated in
the SM by a loop of top quarks. In the composite Higgs

models, this coupling will be modified by two separate
effects: first, one generically finds a modification of the top
Yukawa coupling, and second one must account for loops
of the additional new states. These effects were studied
previously for the composite models, both for cases where
the Nambu-Goldstone mechanism was invoked [11–14],
and for those where it was not [15–19]. In this paper we
will analyze the structure of the Hgg coupling within
composite PNGB Higgs models. First we will review the
previous analyses of the Higgs couplings in the PNGB
models, where in all cases a suppression of the Hgg
coupling has been reported. We will show that this is not
the case in general, however, and identify conditions a
model must satisfy to lead to an enhancement of this
interaction, and construct example models. We show that
the enhancement of the Hgg coupling can happen due to
the effects of the composite partners of a b quark in the
models where bL is fully composite, or due to the effects of
composite partners of the top quark, in the models where
the SM top quark mass is generated by more than one
operator. We also demonstrate that the Higgs couplings
ðHgg;H�tt; H �bbÞ are generically modified in an indepen-
dent way.
The outline of the discussion is as follows: In Sec. II, we

present the composite Higgs model based on the minimal
coset SOð5Þ=SOð4Þ. In Sec. III, we review the effects on
the Hgg coupling from arbitrary heavy fermion fields. In
Sec. IV, we then show two toy examples based on com-
posite models with a single composite fermion multiplet
(considering separately the case of the 5 and the 10),
illustrating the effects of the light custodian t0 and b0 fields
on the SM Higgs couplings Hgg, H�tt, and H �bb. In Sec. V,
we finally discuss a realistic 5D-inspired composite Higgs
model. We discuss the Higgs couplings in the model and
show the numerical results for the modifications of the
promising light Higgs signal gg ! H ! ��. We discuss
also the bounds on the model from LEP, the Tevatron, and
recently from the LHC. We conclude in Sec. VI.
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II. PARTIAL COMPOSITENESS
AND A PNGB HIGGS

In this section we will highlight some basic features of
models with partially composite fermions as well as a
composite Higgs; it is in these cases that we find poten-
tially significant deviations compared to the SM. We take
as our basic setup that of a two-site model, where states are
classified as either purely composite or purely elementary.
Soft mass mixing of the two sectors is then introduced in
order to describe partially composite states. A thorough
discussion of this scenario and its central philosophy can
be found in [20] (see also [21]); here we simply recall its
interpretation as a simplified picture of warped five-
dimensional setups in which the degree of compositeness
of a given state is determined by its localization along the
extra dimension. The two-site model is regarded as a
deconstructed version of such a picture, where the two
sites correspond loosely to the end points of an extra
dimension. We turn now to a brief review of how fermions
and scalars are described in the two-site language.

A. The scalar sector

The scalar sector of the model consists of the Higgs field
and the longitudinal components of the W and Z. In our
setup, these states arise as Nambu-Goldstone bosons
(‘‘pions’’) of a spontaneously broken global symmetry,
with the Higgs acquiring its mass from some small explicit
breaking of the global symmetry. It is because of its role as
a PNGB that the Higgs can be naturally light. As such, the
scalars are conveniently expressed as fluctuations on the
coset manifold about some vacuum orientation. In general,
we can encode them in a matrix �ðxÞ, such that a funda-
mental representation of the global group is constructed as
in the Callan-Coleman-Wess-Zumino prescription [22,23]:

�ðxÞ ¼ �ðxÞ � �0 ¼ expði�=fÞ ��0: (2.1)

Here� is a sum of pion fields along each broken direction,
and �0 corresponds to a chosen vacuum orientation, which
we will refer to as the ‘‘standard’’ vacuum. Recall that the
pions themselves transform nonlinearly, �ðxÞ � G � �ðxÞ �
H�1, with G an element of the global symmetry and H
an element of the subgroup left unbroken by the sponta-
neous breaking.

We will focus in this paper on the specific coset
SOð5Þ=SOð4Þ as examined in [10], though our results are
straightforward to apply to models based on larger spaces,
e.g. those in [24,25]. In addition, the composite sector
contains a global Uð1ÞX, whose presence is required in
order to correctly reproduce electric charges for the fer-
mion fields as we will see below. The symmetry breaking
pattern we work with is chosen simply because it is the
minimal coset that provides the three longitudinal gauge
components as well as a light Higgs state, the latter of
which is strongly suggested to exist by precision data.

With the group generators specified in Eq. (A1), the
standard vacuum takes the form

�0 ¼ 0 0 0 0 1
� �

T: (2.2)

We assume that the dynamics is such that the physical
vacuum acquires an electroweak symmetry breaking
(EWSB) component once the Higgs satisfies hHðxÞi � 0.
That is,

�ðxÞ ¼

0

0

0

sinHðxÞ
f

cosHðxÞ
f

0
BBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCA
; (2.3)

which can be understood as a rotation of the standard
vacuum, taking

�ðxÞ ¼ expði ffiffiffi
2

p
T4
CHðxÞ=fÞ

¼
13 0 0

0 cosHðxÞ
f sinHðxÞ

f

0 � sinHðxÞ
f cosHðxÞ

f

0
BBB@

1
CCCA� (2.4)

B. The fermion sector

In the two-site setup, SM quarks and leptons acquire
their mass by mixing with composite states, the latter of
which are assumed to be the only fermions that interact
directly with the PNGB Higgs. Here we will focus on two
possible representations in which fermions can be intro-
duced, namely, the 5 and the 10. This allows the following
SOð5Þ-invariant interactions at quadratic order in the fer-
mion fields:

�L ¼ ð�5 � �Þ2 þ ð�y � �10 � 10 ��Þ þ ð�5 � 10 ��Þ þ H:c:

(2.5)

Note that using a simple fermion field redefinition, the
Higgs can be made to appear only in the derivative cou-
plings (see discussion in Sec. IV), such that the Goldstone
symmetry of hðxÞ is respected.
To begin, we consider an example where a generation of

composite ‘‘quarks’’—containing partners for the top and
bottom quarks—is embedded in a 5withUð1ÞX charge 2=3.
Using the decomposition as described in the Appendix, the
composite has the SOð5Þ form

Q ¼ 1ffiffiffi
2

p

�þ B

ið�� BÞ
T þ T0

iðT � T0Þffiffiffi
2

p
~T

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
; (2.6)
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decomposing under SUð2ÞL � SUð2ÞR as a bidoublet and
singlet

T �
B T0

� �
� ~T: (2.7)

The T’s all have electric charge 2=3, B has charge �1=3,
and the exotic � has charge 5=3 (see Appendix A for
details).

To demonstrate how the SM fermions acquire their
mass, we review a simple example with matter content
summarized in Table I. The composite sector is assumed to
contain a single vectorlike 5, Eq. (2.6). This implies that in
order to write electroweak gauge-invariant interactions, we
must first project out the components of this multiplet with
the quantum numbers of the left- and right-handed top
quark. These projectors are denoted respectively Pq and

Pt, with explicit forms that can be determined by compari-
son with Eqs. (2.6) and (A1). We will use this notation
throughout: script capital letters denote the SOð5Þ compos-
ite multiplets, while plain capital letters denote the projec-
tions onto EW gauge multiplets.

Now we include mass terms for the composites, and soft
mixing terms with the elementary fields:

�L ¼ MQ
�QQþ ð�q �qLQR þ �t �tRTL þ H:c:Þ: (2.8)

With this, rotating by an angle � defined by

tan�q ¼
�q

MQ
; (2.9)

we find that before EWSB we have the following massless
states:

qSML ¼ qL cos��QL sin�; (2.10)

and the orthogonal combination

~Q ¼ QL cos�þ qL sin�q; (2.11)

with mass

M ~Q ¼ �q

sin�q
: (2.12)

From Eq. (2.10), we see that SM fermion mass hierarchies
will arise from hierarchies of the couplings �i. Heavy fields

are understood to have a larger degree of compositeness,
giving stronger interactions with the composite Higgs.
Note also that the mass of the fields in the global

multipletQ that do not mix elementary fields will be given
simply by MQ, which tends to zero in the limit sin�q ! 1

with � fixed, corresponding to full compositeness of the
SM field. This behavior is as expected from holographic
theories, where custodian fields are becoming light in such
a limit.
Finally, we note that the couplings �i break the

Goldstone symmetry of the Higgs boson, leading to the
appearance of nonderivative interactions at higher orders.
This will be crucial when we come to calculating the
contribution from light custodians to Higgs couplings, as
the interactions of interest themselves explicitly violate the
Goldstone symmetry. This allows one to treat the couplings
�i as spurions in order to understand the structure of loop-
induced interactions. This will be seen explicitly below.

III. Hgg FROM INTEGRATING
OUT HEAVY FERMIONS

Before proceeding to the calculation of the Hgg cou-
pling in the composite models let us review the calculation
of this coupling in a generic model with heavy fermions.
The calculation simplifies in the physical mass basis [as
defined after the Higgs develops a vacuum expectation
value (VEV)], i.e. where

�L ¼ X
MiðvÞ �c ic i þ

X
Yij

�c ic jHðxÞ: (3.1)

The fermion contribution to the Higgs production cross
section from gluon fusion is given by [26]

�SM
gg!H ¼ �2

sm
2
H

576�

��������
X
i

Yii

Mi

A1=2ð	iÞ
��������

2


ðŝ�m2
HÞ; (3.2)

where

	i � m2
h=4M

2
i ; A1=2ð	Þ ¼ 3

2
½	þ ð	� 1Þfð	Þ�	�2;

fð	Þ ¼
8><
>:
½arcsin ffiffiffi

	
p �2; ð	 � 1Þ;

� 1
4

�
ln

�
1þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1�	�1

p
1�

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1�	�1

p
�
� i�

�
2
; ð	 > 1Þ: (3.3)

In the limit of very massive fermions, we have
A1=2ð	 ! 0Þ ! 1, so the contribution of the new heavy

fermion fields to the Hgg coupling will obey


gHgg /
X

Mi>mH

Yii

Mi

; (3.4)

where the sum is performed only over states that are more
massive than the Higgs. We can rewrite this sum as

TABLE I. Fermionic content of the two-site model needed to
describe the third generation of quarks. The bottom quark will
remain massless, as there is no mixing that can involve bR.

SUð2ÞL Uð1ÞY
qL h 1=6
tR 1 2=3
bR 1 �1=3
Q ¼ PqQ h 1=6
T ¼ PtQ 1 2=3
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X
i

Yii

Mi

� X
Mi<mH

Yii

Mi

¼ trðYM�1Þ � X
Mi<mH

Yii

Mi

¼ @ logðdetMÞ
@v

� X
Mi<mH

Yii

Mi

: (3.5)

Using the expression in the second line proves to be very
efficient for calculating this coupling, as one avoids having
to explicitly compute the mass eigenstates.

As an example of this calculation, we consider a simple
model with one vectorlike doublet Q, and one vectorlike
up-type quark U. The mass terms are given by

�L¼MQ
�QQþMU

�UUþðy1H �QLURþy2H �QRULþH:c:Þ:
(3.6)

For simplicity let us suppose MQ, Mu � mH, yv, and also

assume that there are no mixing effects with light states.
Then we find that the modification of the gluon coupling
will be proportional to the following:

X Yii

Mi

¼ @ logðdetMÞ
@v

’ �2y1y2v

MQMU

: (3.7)

In the next sections we will apply this trick to understand
the behavior of the Hgg coupling in realistic composite
models.

IV. TOY EXAMPLES

As a warm-up exercise, we return to the model summa-
rized in Table I, where a single vectorlike composite 5 is
introduced to mix with the elementary top quark. We will
first analyze the modification of the gluon coupling, and
then study the modifications of the SM top Yukawa
couplings.

A. Top quark and its custodians

The following analysis will be simplified by making a
field redefinition of the composite quarks. Using � as
defined in Eq. (2.4), we simply take

Q ! �yQ: (4.1)

This transformation will generate Higgs derivative inter-
actions, but they are not important for single Higgs pro-
duction,1 so we will ignore them in what follows.

In terms of the redefined fields, including the interaction
terms between the composite scalars and fermions, we
have

�L ¼ M5
�QRQL þ �q �qLPq�

yQR þ �t �tRPt�
yQL

þ Yfð �QR�0Þð�y
0QLÞ þ H:c:; (4.2)

where again the standard vacuum�0 is defined in Eq. (2.2).
From this we find the following mass matrix for the charge
2=3 fields:

Mt¼

0
�qðcosðv=fÞþ1Þ

2

�qðcosðv=fÞ�1Þ
2

i�q sinðv=fÞffiffi
2

p

�i�	
t sinðv=fÞffiffi

2
p M5 0 0

�i�	
t sinðv=fÞffiffi

2
p 0 M5 0

�	
t cosðv=fÞ 0 0 M5þYf

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
:

(4.3)

We make special note here of the fact that there is no Higgs
dependence in the composite sub-block of the matrix,
which is made particularly transparent after carrying out
the field redefinition of Eq. (4.1). Since the determinant is
invariant under unitary transformations this property will
be true in any basis. Furthermore, since � commutes with
the generator of electric charge, the composite part of the
mass matrices will be independent of the Higgs for each
different charge species individually.
Now for a light Higgs (mH 
 mt) following Eq. (3.5),

we find that the top quark and its custodial partners will
contribute to the Higgs coupling to gluons (Fig. 1) with a
strength governed by

@ logðdetMÞ
@v

¼ 2

f
cot

�
2v

f

�
’ 1

v

�
1� 4v2

3f2

�
: (4.4)

Note that the value v of the Higgs VEV is related

to the electroweak symmetry breaking VEV, vSM ¼
ð ffiffiffi

2
p

GFÞ�1=2 ¼ 246 GeV, by matching the expression for
the W mass,

mW ¼ gf

2
sin

�
v

f

�
¼ gvSM

2
; (4.5)

i.e.

v ’ vSM

�
1þ 1

6

v2
SM

f2

�
: (4.6)

The overall modification of the Higgs coupling to gluons,
Eq. (4.4), can be recast accordingly:

FIG. 1. Higgs coupling to gluons induced by a loop of massive
fermions.

1These derivative interactions will always be antisymmetric in
the fermion fields [the coupling is proportional to the generators
of SOð5Þ], thus they are irrelevant for single Higgs production.
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1

v

�
1� 4v2

3f2

�
! 1

vSM

ð1� 2v2
SM

f2
Þffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

1� v2
SM

f2

r ’ 1

vSM

�
1� 3

2

v2
SM

f2

�
:

(4.7)

Thus the coupling’s modification follows a simple trigo-
nometric scaling with no dependence on the masses of the
custodians, as reported in [11,13,14]. This is an important
point, and we will consider the question of its generality
below.

We have thus far seen that the contribution of the toplike
states to the gluon fusion coupling is given by a rescaling
that is independent of the custodians’ masses. For the top
Yukawa coupling, however, this turns out not to be the
case. We have the following expression for the top mass:

mt ¼ ytf

2
sin

�
2v

f

�
½1þOðð�v=ðfM	ÞÞ2Þ�; (4.8)

where theOð�2Þ corrections arise from diagrams as shown
in Fig. 2. The effects of the wave function renormalization
are given by the following:

i 6p ! i 6pZq;

Zq ¼
�
1þ j�qj2

2

�
1þ cos2ðv=fÞ

M2
5

þ sin2ðv=fÞ
ðM5 þ YfÞ2

��
;

Zt ¼
�
1þ j�tj2

�
sinðv=fÞ2

M2
5

þ cosðv=fÞ2
ðM5 þ YfÞ2

��
; (4.9)

where we ignore terms at higher order in �t;q. These effects

lead to a modification of the expression of the top mass,

m ! mffiffiffiffiffiffi
Zq

p ffiffiffiffiffi
Zt

p

¼ ytf

2
sinð2v=fÞ

�
1� j�tj2

2

�
sin2ðv=fÞ

M2
5

þ cos2ðv=fÞ
ðM5 þ YfÞ2

�

� j�qj2
4

�
1þ cos2ðv=fÞ

M2
5

þ sin2ðv=fÞ
ðM5 þ YfÞ2

��
; (4.10)

and thus to the Yukawa coupling

y ¼ @mt

@v

¼ 2mt

f tanð2v=fÞ þ
ytf

4
sinð2v=fÞ

�
1

M2
5

� 1

ðM5 þ YfÞ2
�

�
�
�2
q

2
� �2

t

�
: (4.11)

The first term of Eq. (4.11) is just a trigonometric scaling
coming from the nonlinearity of the Higgs boson, while the
second term is related to wave function renormalization
effects. We note that this wave function renormalization
effect does not have a fixed sign, i.e. it can increase as well
as decrease the SM fermion Yukawa coupling. Although
the expansion in terms of the �=M5 becomes ill defined
in the limit of full compositeness, the lesson to learn is that
the Yukawa coupling of the top quark receives a significant
correction which depends on the masses of the custodian
fields, and that the sign of this correction is not fixed. We
plot the results of the numerical calculation in Fig. 3, where

we take f ¼ 800 GeV, M	 ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2
q þM2

5

q
¼ 3:2 TeV, and

Y ¼ 3. The scan is carried out fixing M	 such that the
custodian fields can be made light, and so that the com-
posite top partner does not become infinitely heavy in the
fully composite limit [27], while �t is fixed by matching
the top mass. We can see that the effect becomes large in
the case of the fully composite tL, when there is a light
custodian t0.

B. Determinant properties and spurion analysis

As we have shown in the previous sections the coupling
of the Higgs with gluons is controlled by the determinant
of the fermion mass matrix. From Eq. (4.3) we can imme-
diately see that the only dependence of the determinant on
the global symmetry breaking parameters �q;t will enter as

FIG. 2. Wave function renormalization from mixing with
heavy states.

61025002900

1500

1500 2000 2500 3000
q GeV0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

Yt Yt
SM

FIG. 3 (color online). Modification of the top Yukawa cou-
pling as a function of �q. The solid red (top) line indicates the

(constant) trigonometric rescaling for comparison, and the ver-
tical dashed lines indicate the mass of the lightest t0 in GeV.
Fully composite tL corresponds to �q ! 3:2 TeV, sin�q ! 1.
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detMt / �q�
	
t : (4.12)

There are no terms with higher powers of �t;q, as seen by

noting that the global symmetry breaking parameters �q;t

appear only in the first row (column) of the mass matrix,
Eq. (4.3). Note that this property holds in any model based
on partial compositeness where elementary fields get their
masses only through linear mixing with composite states,
and where the global symmetry of the composite sector is
broken only by this mixing.

We now consider the symmetry properties of our setup
to provide a better understanding of the dependence of the
modified SM couplings on the Higgs field. We proceed by
promoting the couplings �q and �t to spurions in order to

make our Lagrangian, Eq. (4.2) formally SOð5Þ invariant.
We thus take2

�q L�qPq ! �qL�̂q ¼ �tL�̂
t
q þ �bL�̂

b
q; �tR�tPt ! �tR�̂t:

(4.13)

Explicitly, this amounts to

�̂t
q ¼

�qffiffiffi
2

p

0

0

i

1

0

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
; �̂b

q ¼ �qffiffiffi
2

p

1

�i

0

0

0

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
; �̂t � �t

0

0

0

0

1

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
;

(4.14)

where the �̂i transform under Uð1ÞEM of the elementary
sector and the global SOð5Þ according to

�̂ i � e�i�qi � �̂i � G; (4.15)

with G 2 SOð5Þ and qi the corresponding electric charge.
The Lagrangian is formally invariant under SOð5Þ and
Uð1ÞEM once these promotions are made, as will be the
determinant of the mass matrices.3 Thus we can deduce
that in the case of the toplike fields, we must have

detMt / ð�y�̂t
qÞð�̂y

t �Þ / �q�
	
t sin

�
2v

f

�
; (4.16)

as one can indeed check by direct computation. We can see
clearly now that the dependence of the determinant on v=f
can be factorized, i.e.

detMt ¼ ð�y�̂t
qÞð�̂y

t �Þ � PðM	; Y	; fÞ; (4.17)

where PðM	; Y	; fÞ is some polynomial of the masses M	
and Yukawa couplings Y	 of the composite sector [i.e.
SOð5Þ singlet quantities], but which has no dependence
on v. This is a crucial result, as the quantity @v logðdetMtÞ
will not depend on PðM	; Y	; fÞ. So we can see that in the
limit mh 
 mt, corrections to the Hgg coupling are de-
scribed only in terms of the trigonometric rescaling, and
there is no dependence on the actual masses of the com-
posite fields.
One might question whether this result will hold for the

5D models where we have a Kaluza-Klein infinite tower of
resonances; in this case the elementary fields will couple
not to just one resonance but to the whole tower,

�q �qLPq�
yQR ! X

i

�ðiÞ
q �qLPq�

yQðiÞ
R : (4.18)

However, since these resonancesQðiÞ have the same global
SOð5Þ quantum numbers we can always make the
�-independent field redefinition

~Q ¼
P

i Q
ðiÞ�ðiÞ

qffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiP
ið�ðiÞ

q Þ2
q ; ~�q ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiX
i

ð�ðiÞ
q Þ2

s
; (4.19)

whereby one can see that the elementary qL mixes only

with ~QL via the operator

~� q �qLPq�
y ~QR: (4.20)

Thus, this case is similar to the one with the single reso-
nance we considered before.
We can now consider the extent to which the preceding

result [Eq. (4.17)] is true in general. Note that in order to
derive Eq. (4.17), we used only the fact that the single

SOð5Þ invariant was ð�̂y
�qÞð�̂y

t �Þ, but generically this is

not the case. For example, in the case where the left-handed
elementary top mixes with a 5 as well as a 10 from the

composite sector, then we have two spurions ð�̂ð5Þ
q ; �̂ð10Þ

q Þ
from which we can form invariants. In this case, Eq. (4.17)
is no longer true; one finds instead

detM ¼ ð�y�̂ð10Þ
q �y

t Þ � P1ðM	; Y	Þ
þ ð�y�̂ð5Þ

q Þð�̂y
t �Þ � P2ðM	; Y	Þ; (4.21)

where

�y�̂ð10Þ
q �y

t / sinðv=fÞ and

ð�y�̂ð5Þ
q Þð�̂y

t �Þ / sinð2v=fÞ:
(4.22)

In this case there will be some explicit composite mass
dependence in the Hgg coupling, so that by choosing
appropriate values of the composite parameters ðM	; Y	Þ
we can enhance as well as reduce the overall coupling (we
refer the reader interested in the explicit model to
Appendix B, where we present one example). This will
be true also in the case where the top mixes with higher
dimensional representations, e.g. the 14 (symmetric

2We choose to split the electroweak doublet �̂q simply in order
to allow separate analyses of the up- and down-type fields.

3One might expect this to apply only for the total mass matrix
including all fields. However, the mass matrices factorize, i.e.
detMtot ¼ detMt detM�1=3 detM5=3, where detM�1=3 is the de-
terminant of the composite sub-block of the matrix for the b-like
quarks (similarly for M5=3). We have seen that these will be
independent of v, and thus they can be safely ignored here.
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traceless). For example in the model with 14 and 5, where
tL mixes with 5 and tR with 14 there are two invariants

�̂ 14
t ! 14; �̂5

q ! 5

ð��̂14
t �Þð��̂5

qÞ / sinðv=fÞð1� 5cos2ðv=fÞÞ;
ð��̂14

t �̂5
qÞ / sinðv=fÞ;

(4.23)

so there again will be some explicit composite mass de-
pendence in the Hgg coupling.

To recap the preceding arguments, what we have seen in
the simplest two-site setups is that the custodial partners of
the top and top itself conspire to produce a gluon coupling
to the Higgs that follows a simple trigonometric rescaling.
The top Yukawa coupling, on the other hand, is seen to
receive a more complicated modification. The important
point here is that the gluon coupling has a form that is not
simply dictated by the top Yukawa.

Before proceeding further, we comment about the ef-
fects of the exotic charge 5=3 fields. In particular, one
might wonder about their contribution to the Hgg cou-
pling. We point out that this calculation becomes trivial in
the basis of Eq. (4.2), where all the Higgs interactions are
moved to the mixing between elementary and composite
sectors. Then since the exotic fields do not mix with the
elementary sector, we see that they cannot contribute to the
coupling of the Higgs to gluons.

C. Bottom quark and its custodians

We now turn the discussion to the bottom quark, where
one confronts the notable difference in that the lightest
mode in the spectrum no longer satisfies m � mh. The
computation of the gluon coupling is thus modified and the
overall behavior turns out to be quite different, provided
the SM b quark contains a substantial composite element,
which might be the case for the left-handed bL quark.

We begin the discussion by identifying certain condi-
tions that the bottom-type quarks must satisfy in order to
produce a noticeable effect. First, we repeat that the masses
of the SM fields will have more complicated dependence
on v=f than the total determinant, as in Eq. (4.8):

mb;t / �q�b;t � Fðv=fÞ � ð1þOð�v=ðfM	ÞÞ2Þ; (4.24)

while

detMb;t / �q�b;t � Fðv=fÞ: (4.25)

Here Fðv=fÞ is some trigonometric function satisfying
Fð0Þ ¼ 0, as it should since one finds massless modes in
the absence of EWSB. In order to evaluate the b0 contri-
bution to the Hgg coupling we again need to perform the
sum Eq. (3.5) over the heavy fields. Unlike the top quark,
however, the SMmodel b quark must be excluded from the
sum. We modify the expression accordingly:

X
Mi>mH

Y

Mi

¼ trðŶbM
�1
b Þ � yb

mb

¼ @ logðdetMbÞ
@v

� yb
mb

;

(4.26)

where Ŷb is the matrix of the Yukawa couplings of the
b-like quarks and yb and mb are the Yukawa coupling and
mass of the SM bottom. We can rewrite this as

X
Mi>mH

Y

Mi

¼ F0ðv=fÞ
fFðv=fÞ �

yb
mb

: (4.27)

Finally, noting that

yb
mb

¼ 1

mb

@mb

@v
¼ F0ðv=fÞ

fFðv=fÞ þ
1

v
�O

�
�2
qv

2

f2M2	

�
; (4.28)

we find

X
Mi>mH

Y

Mi

¼ 1

v
�O

�
�2
qv

2

f2M2	

�
: (4.29)

In the limit of composite tL, the ratio �q=M	 can be large,

so this effect will be numerically comparable or even larger
than the one coming from the top sector, Eq. (4.4). This
shows that in the composite Higgs models, the contribution
of the b-like fields is important for the overall value of the
Hgg coupling, and also that these corrections are closely
related to the modification of the bottom Yukawa.
With this observation, we have reduced the problem of

finding the effective gluon coupling to that of finding the
modification of the Yukawa coupling of the SM b quark. In
particular, we are interested in the Oð�2

qÞ wave function

renormalization that can produce such a modification. We
focus now on the conditions that must be met for such an
effect to be present.
Since we are interested in the SM bottom quark Yukawa

interactions, all the effects of the heavy fields can be
parametrized in terms of higher dimensional effective op-
erators, e.g.

ð �qSML 6@qSML Þð�̂y
q��̂qÞ; ð �bSMR 6@bSMR Þð�̂y

b��̂bÞ;
�qSML bSMR ð�̂y

q��̂bÞ;
(4.30)

where the exact contraction between � which contains the

Higgs field and the spurions �̂q, �̂b depends on the repre-

sentations of SOð5Þ one chooses to mix with the elemen-
tary states. As argued above, one expects the case of
composite left-handed states to produce the most signifi-

cant effects, so we focus here on the operator ð �qSML 6@qSML Þ�
ð�̂y

q��̂qÞ. We consider first the case where bL mixes with a

5 and bR with a 10 of SOð5Þ. Generally the Lagrangian in
this case takes the form

�L ¼ �bSML bSMR ð�̂by
q �̂b�Þ þ �bSML 6@bSML jð�y�̂b

qÞj2
þ �bSMR 6@bSMR ð�y�̂y

b�̂b�Þ; (4.31)
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with coefficients suppressed for notational clarity. There
are also terms proportional to the ð�y�Þ, but since they are
Higgs independent we can safely ignore them. We note
though that

�̂ b
q� ¼ 0; (4.32)

so there will be no corrections proportional to �2
q. In the

case where bL is mixed with the 10, on the other hand, one
has an additional operator

�b SM
L 6@bSML ð�y�̂by

q �̂b
q�Þ; (4.33)

which is generically nonzero. In the models where bL
mixes with a 10, we conclude that one can realize a

modification of the Yukawa coupling to the SM bottom
quark. We now demonstrate this explicitly.

D. The single 10 model: The gluophilic b-phobic Higgs

The simplest model where we will have b0 effects will be
the model with just one composite fermion multiplet in the
antisymmetric 10 of SOð5Þ, with
�L10 ¼ M10trð �QRQLÞ þ Y	ð�y �QRQL�Þ

þ �tSMR trð�̂y
t QLÞ þ �bSMR trð�̂bQLÞ þ trð �QR�̂qÞqSML ;

(4.34)

from which one finds the mass matrix for the b quarks:

Mb ¼

0 �q 0 0

0 1
2Y	cos2

	
v
f



þM10

cosðvfÞ sinðvfÞY	
2
ffiffi
2

p � cosðvfÞ sinðvfÞY	
2
ffiffi
2

p

�b
cosðvfÞ sinðvfÞY	

2
ffiffi
2

p 1
4Y	sin2

	
v
f



þM10 � 1

4 sin
2
	
v
f



Y	

0 � cosðvfÞ sinðvfÞY	
2
ffiffi
2

p � 1
4 sin

2
	
v
f



Y	 1

4Y	sin2
	
v
f



þM10

0
BBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCA
: (4.35)

From here, we can easily calculate the effects on the
modification of the SM b Yukawa coupling, as well as a
new contribution to the Hgg coupling. We proceed nu-
merically, taking f ¼ 800 GeV, M	 ¼ 3:2 TeV, Y	 ¼ 3,

and again holding
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2
q þM2

10

q
¼ M	 fixed. Results are

shown in Fig. 4. One can see that these two effects are
inversely related, as anticipated in Eq. (4.29), and that the

effects are maximal in the limit of a fully composite bL.
This large modification of the Hgg coupling comes from
the diagrams with light composite b0 circulating in the
loops and the effect becomes large in the limit when the
mass of the b0 becomes light.
In the limit of full bL compositeness, we find that the

Higgs becomes b phobic and gluophilic. This behavior can
lower the LEP bound on the Higgs mass below 114 GeV,
while at the same time providing an increased production
cross section through gluon fusion at the LHC. We will
discuss the LEP bounds and the latest LHC constraints in
Sec. VB.
We comment that the model with a single 10 can

easily be made compatible with 5D holographic models:
one has only to enlarge the composite sector to include
three 10 multiplets instead of one. In this case each
elementary field will mix with a separate composite
multiplet.

V. 5D-INSPIRED ð10; 10; 5Þ MODEL

In the previous section we saw that when bL is mixed
with a 10, a large modification of both the bottom
Yukawa and the gluon couplings arises due to the cus-
todian b0. In this section we present a 5D-inspired model
based on the composite fermion content T 5, Q10, B10

with superscripts indicating the representation for each
field. In this model, each SM field will mix with a
separate composite multiplet, as realized in holographic
models. The Lagrangian of the model will be given by
the following:

2000 1500

500

1000

2000 2200 2400 2600 2800 3000 3200
q GeV0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2
coupling

FIG. 4 (color online). Couplings in the model with a single
composite 10. The solid red line indicates the simple trigono-
metric rescaling for comparison. The dotted black line shows the
bottom Yukawa relative to its SM value, and the dashed blue line
shows the contribution of the bottom quark to the gluon coupling
relative to the SM value in the large top mass limit. Vertical
dashed lines indicate the mass of the lightest composite b0
in GeV.
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�L10 ¼ M10trð �B10
R B10

L Þ þMt
5ð �T 5

RT 5
LÞ þMq

10ð �Q10
R Q10

L Þ
þ Yð1Þ

b f�y �Q10
R B10

L �þ Yð2Þ
b f�y �Q10

L B10
R �

þ Yð1Þ
t f�y �Q10

R T 5
L þ Yð2Þ

t f �T 5
RQ10

L �

þ ~Yf�y �Q10
R Q10

L �þ �tSMR ð�̂y
t T 5

LÞ
þ �bSMR trð�̂bB10

L Þ þ trð �Q10
R �̂qÞqSML : (5.1)

The couplings ~Y are not necessary to reproduce the
masses of the SM fields, but they are allowed by the
symmetries and thus we include them for completeness.
The discussion of the t-like and b-like fields proceeds in
the same way as for the model with single 5 or 10.
However, the overall dependence of the determinant of
the top fields will differ since tSML now mixes with a 10
while tSMR mixes with a 5. Following Eq. (4.17), we find

detMt / ð�y�̂t
q�̂tÞ / sin

�
v

f

�
; (5.2)

where �̂q, �t transform as a 10 and 5, respectively. Note

that the argument of the sine has changed by a factor of
2, giving a modified contribution to the gluon coupling
relative to the models involving mixing with a single 5.

We can again proceed numerically, with results pre-
sented in Figs. 5 and 6. Figure 5 shows the dependence
of the bottom quark Yukawa and gluon couplings on the
compositeness (�q) of the left-handed b quark. For the

computation, we have set f ¼ 800 GeV, Yi ¼ 3, and

M	 ¼ 4f ¼ 3:2 TeV, varying �q while keeping M	 ¼ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2
q þ ðMq

10Þ2
q

fixed. As expected, for the small values of

�q the new effects are dominated by the trigonometric

rescaling of the Yukawa coupling mb / sinð2v=fÞ.
Toward larger values of �q, however, wave function effects

start to dominate, and we again find that the Higgs becomes
gluophilic and b phobic. Figure 6 shows overall modifica-
tion of the production cross section from gluon fusion
including the loops with SM top, t0 and b0.

A. H��

For a light Higgs, H ! �� provides one of the most
promising discovery channels. We must therefore consider
the coupling (and branching fraction) of H ! �� for our
specific model to determine its discovery prospects. The
photon coupling in the SM is produced dominantly by one-
loop diagrams involving circulating W, Z, and t fields. In
composite models, we thus need to account for loops with
new bosonic and fermionic fields, as well as the modifica-
tions induced in the tree-level SM couplings. The effects
coming from new fermions are similar to those contribut-
ing to Hgg, and the calculation proceeds in exactly the
same way. The contribution of the new bosonic degrees of
freedom can also be carried out numerically using known
formulas for the loop integrals (cf. for example [26,28]).
For simplicity, we consider here only the limit where the
mass of the composite vector bosons is much larger than
the PNGB decay constant, f. In this limit, the dominant
effects come from the nonlinearity of the Higgs boson,
where the mass of the W is given by

M2
W ¼ g2f2

4
sin2ðv=fÞ; (5.3)

implying a shift in the coupling gHWW :

gHWW

gSMHWW
¼ cos

�
v

f

�
¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1� v2

SM

f2

s
: (5.4)

Accordingly, we can simply scale the SM W boson con-
tribution to the H�� coupling using this rescaling. With
this, we plot contours of the rescaled (gg ! H ! ��)

1.3

1.5

2

2.5

500

1000

mb’ GeV

100 105 110 115 120 125 130 135
mh GeV3000

3050

3100

3150

3200

GeVq

FIG. 6 (color online). Contour plot for the rescaling of the
�ðgg ! HÞ in the ðmh; �qÞ plane. The dotted red line indicates

the constraint from Vtb. We indicate the corresponding values of
the b0 mass on the right side of the plot.

2000 15002500

500

1000 1500 2000 2500 3000
q GeV0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0
Coupling

FIG. 5 (color online). Couplings for the 10, 10, 5 model, with
curves as in Fig. 4.
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signal in Fig. 7. We can see that in the composite qL limit,
the signal can be enhanced by up to a factor of 3; this
comes from the suppression of the bottom Yukawa cou-
pling as well as an enhancement of the gluon fusion cross
section.

B. Constraints from LEP, Tevatron, and LHC

We discuss now the known constraints for the models we
have explored. There are precision measurements regard-
ing the compositeness of the SM fermions, and direct
Higgs searches that constrain the available parameter
space.

First, we note that generically the Z �bb presents a very
strong constraint on scenarios involving composite third
generation quarks. In our case, though, there in an en-
hanced custodial symmetry [29–31] suppressing new con-
tributions. Even in the limit of composite bL, we find

gZ �bb & 0:001� gSM

Z �bb
,4 satisfying the current experimen-

tal bounds.
There is also an important bound on the Cabibbo-

Kobayashi-Maskawa element jVtbj * 0:77 [32]. We have
checked numerically that this bound is saturated for �q �
3160,mb0 � 470 GeV given our choice of parameters. The
results for the overall modification of the gluon fusion
production cross section are presented in Fig. 6. The plot

clearly illustrates that for the given set of parameters we
can easily enhance the total production cross section by a
factor of � 1:8 and still be consistent with the current
bound on Vtb.
We now consider the constraints on the model from LEP

and recent results from the LHC. The LEP bounds can be
easily checked using the code from the HiggsBounds group
[33,34]; we show these results in Fig. 8. The red shaded
area (on the left) corresponds to the region in the ð�q;mhÞ
plane which is excluded by LEP. We can see that an
increasing degree of compositeness of bL relaxes the
LEP bounds on the Higgs mass, as H ! �bb is suppressed,
allowing the Higgs to be as light as 108 GeV.
Finally we comment on the recent bounds coming from

the LHC. Since the couplings of the Higgs field in our
model are not the same for the different fields we cannot
simply rescale the combined exclusion plots from ATLAS
[35] and CMS [36]. However, in order to gain an idea of the
constraints on bL compositeness, we can carry out the
following exercise: for every channel of the Higgs search
presented in [35,36], we calculate the rescaling of the
signal due to the modifications of the Higgs couplings
and then check whether the point is excluded by each
channel independently. These results are presented in
Fig. 8: we can see that the Higgs with mass above
140 GeV is nearly ruled out, while the case of a light
Higgs and a composite bL is allowed. We would like to
emphasize, though, that the goal of this exercise was
simply to gain an approximate idea of the allowed

1
1.5

2

2.5

2000

1500

500

mb’ GeV

100 120 140 160 180 200 220
mh GeV2000

2200

2400

2600

2800

3000

3200

q GeV

FIG. 7 (color online). Contours of �ðgg ! HÞ � BRðH !
��Þ in the (10, 10, 5) model, relative to the SM prediction.
The dashed red horizontal line indicates the maximal value of �q

allowed by the Vtb constraint. On the right side of the plot, we
show corresponding masses of the b0. We find an enhanced
signal due to reduction of the Hbb coupling, and to an increase
of the Hgg coupling.
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100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170
mh GeV2200

2400

2600

2800

3000

3200
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FIG. 8 (color online). Constraints from LEP and the LHC in
the ðmH; �qÞ plane. The red (left) region is ruled out by LEP,

while the gray (blue, right) area is constrained by CMS
(ATLAS). The dashed red line indicates the upper bound on
compositeness as constrained by measurements of Vtb.
On the right hand side, we have shown the masses of the b0
for given �q.

4The coupling gZ �bb as well as Vtb was calculated numerically
for 2.4 TeV composite vector bosons.
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parameter space. We cannot substitute this simplified re-
scaling for a full analysis, which is far beyond the scope of
this paper.

VI. CONCLUSION

We would like to conclude by restating the main results
of this work. We have presented a detailed analysis of the
Hgg coupling in models where the Higgs is a composite
PNGB field. We investigated generic properties of this
coupling and its dependencies on the parameters of the
model. We have identified a class of models where the
contribution of only the charge 2=3 fields results in a
suppressed value of the Hgg coupling compared to its
SM value. We have also shown that this suppression (for
the light Higgs) does not depend on the masses of the t0,
confirming results known previously for specific cases
[11,13,14]. We constructed a model where the contribution
of 2=3 fields enhances Hgg coupling, and further we saw
that this type of model is potentially dangerous due to
Higgs-mediated flavor violation. Interestingly, we have
found that the modifications of the Hgg and Ht�t couplings
turn out to be quite independent quantities, and that modi-
fication of the top Yukawa coupling depends strongly on
the masses of the composite t0.

Finally, we studied the effects of the composite b0 on the
Hgg coupling. We have shown that in the fully composite
bL limit, effects of the composite b0 are important and can
lead to an overall enhancement of the Hgg coupling com-
pared to the SM value. We discuss the phenomenology of
the composite bL limit and point out an interesting
b-phobic gluophilic Higgs limit. Within this limiting
case, we investigate the modification of the Higgs produc-
tion and subsequent decay to a two photon final state. We
have compared the parameter space of the model to con-
straints coming from past and current collider experiments,
showing that a sizable subspace remains viable. Within the
surviving parameter space, one finds that concrete predic-
tions can be made that would have a significant bearing on
forthcoming results from the LHC.
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APPENDIX A: GENERATORS AND
REPRESENTATIONS OF SOð5Þ

In this section we review the group theory we have used
throughout for the coset SOð5Þ=SOð4Þ. The generators for
fundamentals of SOð5Þ are given by

Ta
L;ij ¼ � i

2

�
1

2
�abcð
b

i 

c
j � 
b

j

c
i Þ þ ð
a

i 

4
j � 
a

j

4
i Þ
�
;

Ta
R;ij ¼ � i

2

�
1

2
�abcð
b

i 

c
j � 
b

j

c
i Þ � ð
a

i 

4
j � 
a

j

4
i Þ
�
;

Ta
C;ij ¼ � iffiffiffi

2
p ½
a

i 

5
j � 
a

j

5
i �: (A1)

Here TL;R denote, respectively, the generators of the

SUð2ÞL;R subgroups, and TC the coset generators.

The decomposition of the fundamentals of SOð5Þ can be
determined in a straightforward way by expressing them as
sums of eigenvectors of T3

L;R. We have

5 ¼ 1ffiffiffi
2

p

qþþ þ q��
iqþþ � iq��
qþ� þ q�þ
iqþ� � iq�þffiffiffi

2
p

q

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA
; (A2)

with each subscript denoting the eigenvalue of T3
L and T3

R

respectively (hypercharge is identified with the latter). We
see then that the 5 consists of a bidoublet and a singlet of
SUð2ÞL � SUð2ÞR:

ð2; 2Þ ¼ qþ� qþþ
q�� q�þ

� �
; 1 ¼ q: (A3)

Similarly we can decompose the antisymmetric (10) rep-
resentation under the EW group. We have

10 ¼ 1

2
�

0 uþ u1
iðd��Þffiffi

2
p þ iðd1��1Þffiffi

2
p dþ�ffiffi

2
p � d1þ�1ffiffi

2
p d4 þ �4

�u� u1 0 dþ�ffiffi
2

p þ d1þ�1ffiffi
2

p iðd1��1Þffiffi
2

p � iðd��Þffiffi
2

p �iðd4 � �4Þ
� iðd��Þffiffi

2
p � iðd1��1Þffiffi

2
p � dþ�ffiffi

2
p � d1þ�1ffiffi

2
p 0 �iðu� u1Þ t4 þ T4

d1þ�1ffiffi
2

p � dþ�ffiffi
2

p iðd��Þffiffi
2

p � iðd1��1Þffiffi
2

p iðu� u1Þ 0 �iðt4 � T4Þ
�d4 � �4 iðd4 � �4Þ �t4 � T4 iðt4 � T4Þ 0

0
BBBBBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCCCCA
: (A4)

LIGHT CUSTODIANS AND HIGGS PHYSICS IN . . . PHYSICAL REVIEW D 85, 055013 (2012)

055013-11



So we find 10 ¼ ð2; 2Þ þ ð1; 3Þ þ ð3; 1Þ, where
ð3; 1Þ ¼ ð�; u; dÞ; ð1; 3Þ ¼ ð�1; u1; d1Þ;

ð2; 2Þ ¼ �4 t4
T4 b4

� �
:

(A5)

Here � stands for the exotic field with charge 5=3; t, t0, u,
and u1 are the fields with charge 2=3, and d, d1, and b are
fields with charge �1=3.

APPENDIX B: NONMINIMAL t-COMPOSITE
MIXING

In this Appendix we present a model based on tL mixing
with both a 5 and a 10 of SOð5Þ.5 We show that in this
model, the Hgg coupling coming only from t-like fields
can be enhanced as well as reduced.
The model is described by the Lagrangian

�L10þ5 ¼ M10trð �QRQLÞ þ Y10ð�y �QRQL�Þ þ �tSMR trð�̂y
t QLÞ þ �bSMR trð�̂bQLÞ þ trð �QR�̂

ð10Þ
q ÞqSML þM5

�T RT L

þ ð �T R�̂
ð5Þ
q ÞqSML þ Y5ð �T RQL�Þ þ ~Y5ð�y �QRT LÞ; (B1)

where T and Q belong to the 5 and 10 representations, respectively, and tSMR mixes only with Q. For the determinant of
the mass matrix for the charge 2=3 fields, we find

detMt / sin

�
v

f

�� ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10

~Y5�
ð5Þ
q � cos

�
v

f

�
ðf2Y5

~Y5 þ fM5Y10Þ�ð10Þ
q

�
�t: (B2)

In the limit where �ð5Þ
q (or �ð10Þ

q ) vanishes, we are back to the simple trigonometric rescaling detMt / sinð2v=fÞ or
sinðv=fÞ, respectively. Expanding in powers of v=f,

detMt / v

f

�
1þ

�
4f2�10

q Y5
~Y5 �

ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 þ 4fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�f2�ð10Þ
q Y5

~Y5 þ
ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 � fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�
v2

6f2

�
;

@ logðdetMtÞ
@v

’ 1

v

�
1þ

�
4f2�10

q Y5
~Y5 �

ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 þ 4fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�f2�ð10Þ
q Y5

~Y5 þ
ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 � fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�
v2

3f2

�
;

@ logðdetMtÞ
@v

’ 1

vSM

�
1þ

�
9f2�10

q Y5
~Y5 � 3

ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 þ 9fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�f2�ð10Þ
q Y5

~Y5 þ
ffiffiffi
2

p
fM10�

ð5Þ
q ~Y5 � fM5Y10�

ð10Þ
q

�
v2
SM

6f2

�
:

(B3)

The second term in brackets controls the modification of the Hgg coupling: the coupling is enhanced when this term is
positive and reduced when it is negative. For example, if ~Y5f ¼ Y5f ¼ Y10f ¼ M5 ¼ M10, then

logðdetMtÞ
@v

/ 1

vSM

�
1þ

�
6�ð10Þ

q � ffiffiffi
2

p
�ð5Þ
qffiffiffi

2
p

�ð5Þ
q � 2�ð10Þ

q

�
v2
SM

2f2

�
; (B4)

so that we have an overall enhancement of the Hgg coupling if
ffiffiffi
2

p
�ð10Þ
q < �ð5Þ

q < 3
ffiffiffi
2

p
�ð10Þ
q . Note that this effect is not

dependent on whether tL was fully composite or not, contrary to the b0 contribution discussed in the text.
Finally, we note that although the models with nonminimal elementary composite mixing can lead to very interesting

phenomenology, they are potentially dangerous because of Higgs-mediated flavor violation when such nonminimal mixing
is present in the light quark sector [37].

[1] D. B. Kaplan, H. Georgi, and S. Dimopoulos, Phys. Lett.
136B, 187 (1984).

[2] D. B. Kaplan and H. Georgi, Phys. Lett. 136B, 183 (1984).
[3] H. Georgi and D. B. Kaplan, Phys. Lett. 145B, 216 (1984).
[4] M. J. Dugan, H. Georgi, and D. B. Kaplan, Nucl. Phys.

B254, 299 (1985).

[5] H. Flacher et al., Eur. Phys. J. C 60, 543 (2009).
[6] G. F. Giudice, C. Grojean, A. Pomarol, and R. Rattazzi, J.

High Energy Phys. 06 (2007) 045.
[7] D. B. Kaplan, Nucl. Phys. B365, 259 (1991).
[8] L. Randall and R. Sundrum, Phys. Rev. Lett. 83, 3370

(1999).

5A similar model, where tR mixes nonminimally with the composite sector, can be constructed.

ALEKSANDR AZATOVAND JAMISON GALLOWAY PHYSICAL REVIEW D 85, 055013 (2012)

055013-12

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(84)91178-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(84)91178-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(84)91177-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(84)90341-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0550-3213(85)90221-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0550-3213(85)90221-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-009-0966-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/06/045
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/06/045
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0550-3213(05)80021-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.83.3370
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.83.3370


[9] R. Contino, Y. Nomura, and A. Pomarol, Nucl. Phys.
B671, 148 (2003).

[10] K. Agashe, R. Contino, and A. Pomarol, Nucl. Phys.
B719, 165 (2005).

[11] A. Falkowski, Phys. Rev. D 77, 055018 (2008).
[12] I. Low, R. Rattazzi, and A. Vichi, J. High Energy Phys. 04

(2010) 126.
[13] I. Low and A. Vichi, Phys. Rev. D 84, 045019 (2011).
[14] E. Furlan, J. High Energy Phys. 10 (2011) 115.
[15] B. Lillie, J. High Energy Phys. 02 (2006) 019.
[16] A. Djouadi and G. Moreau, Phys. Lett. B 660, 67 (2008).
[17] C. Bouchart and G. Moreau, Phys. Rev. D 80, 095022

(2009).
[18] S. Casagrande, F. Goertz, U. Haisch, M. Neubert, and T.

Pfoh, J. High Energy Phys. 09 (2010) 014.
[19] A. Azatov, M. Toharia, and L. Zhu, Phys. Rev. D 82,

056004 (2010).
[20] R. Contino, T. Kramer, M. Son, and R. Sundrum, J. High

Energy Phys. 05 (2007) 074.
[21] S. De Curtis, M. Redi, and A. Tesi, arXiv:1110.1613.
[22] S. R. Coleman, J. Wess, and B. Zumino, Phys. Rev. 177,

2239 (1969).
[23] J. Callan, G. Curtis, S. R. Coleman, J. Wess, and B.

Zumino, Phys. Rev. 177, 2247 (1969).
[24] B. Gripaios, A. Pomarol, F. Riva, and J. Serra, J. High

Energy Phys. 04 (2009) 070.

[25] J. Mrazek et al., Nucl. Phys. B853, 1 (2011).
[26] J. R. Ellis, M.K. Gaillard, and D.V. Nanopoulos, Nucl.

Phys. B106, 292 (1976).
[27] A. Pomarol and J. Serra, Phys. Rev. D 78, 074026 (2008).
[28] J. F. Gunion, H. E. Haber, G. L. Kane, and S. Dawson,

Front. Phys. 80, 1 (2000).
[29] K. Agashe, A. Delgado, M. J. May, and R. Sundrum, J.

High Energy Phys. 08 (2003) 050.
[30] K. Agashe, R. Contino, L. Da Rold, and A. Pomarol, Phys.

Lett. B 641, 62 (2006).
[31] R. Contino, L. Da Rold, and A. Pomarol, Phys. Rev. D 75,

055014 (2007).
[32] CDF and D0 Collaborations, and the T. E.W. Group,

arXiv:0908.2171.
[33] P. Bechtle, O. Brein, S. Heinemeyer, G. Weiglein, and

K. E. Williams, Comput. Phys. Commun. 181, 138 (2010).
[34] P. Bechtle, O. Brein, S. Heinemeyer, G. Weiglein, and

K. E. Williams, Comput. Phys. Commun. 182, 2605
(2011).

[35] ATLAS Collaboration, Report No. ATLAS-CONF-2011-
135, 2011.

[36] CMS Collaboration, Report No. CMS-PAS-HIG-11-022,
2011.

[37] K. Agashe and R. Contino, Phys. Rev. D 80, 075016
(2009).

LIGHT CUSTODIANS AND HIGGS PHYSICS IN . . . PHYSICAL REVIEW D 85, 055013 (2012)

055013-13

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2003.08.027
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2003.08.027
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2005.04.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2005.04.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.77.055018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP04(2010)126
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP04(2010)126
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.84.045019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP10(2011)115
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2006/02/019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2007.11.034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.095022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.095022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP09(2010)014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.82.056004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.82.056004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/05/074
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/05/074
http://arXiv.org/abs/1110.1613
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRev.177.2239
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRev.177.2239
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRev.177.2247
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2009/04/070
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2009/04/070
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2011.07.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.78.074026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2003/08/050
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2003/08/050
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2006.08.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2006.08.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.75.055014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.75.055014
http://arXiv.org/abs/0908.2171
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cpc.2009.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cpc.2011.07.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cpc.2011.07.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.075016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.075016

