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By introducing a set of new triplet leptons (with nonzero hypercharge) that can Yukawa couple to their

standard model counterparts, new sources of tree-level flavor changing currents are induced via mixing. In

this work, we study some of the consequences of such new contributions on processes such as the leptonic

decays of gauge bosons, ‘ ! 3‘0 and ‘ ! ‘0�, which violate lepton flavor, and �� e conversion in

atomic nuclei. Constraints are then placed on the parameters associated with the exotic triplets by

invoking the current low-energy experimental data. Moreover, the new physics contribution to the lepton

anomalous magnetic moments is calculated.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The discovery of neutrino oscillations [1] has long been
suggestive of new physics in the lepton sector. It provides
compelling evidence for nonzero neutrino masses, and
hints of possible lepton flavor violation (LFV). However,
it is well known that the minimal standard model (SM)
cannot incorporate these new ingredients, so it must be
extended in one way or another as a result. Clearly, there is
a huge variety of approaches for introducing new physics.
Nevertheless, from the point of view of phenomenological
studies, the most essential part of any model is the effective
couplings induced between ordinary SM particles and the
exotic ones. Therefore, even without specifying the under-
lying mechanisms (or UV completions) that give rise to
these operators, a lot of useful analyses on the new parti-
cles can be studied. This is the approach we shall adopt in
this work.

While there are potentially many different new effective
operators which can lead to interesting phenomenologies,
our main focus here is motivated by the generic minimal
couplings of the form

YexoticðSM particleÞ � ðSM particleÞ � ðexotic particleÞ; (1)

where Yexotic denotes the coupling strength. Such minimal
interactions are of interest because they are relatively
simple and may lead to well-defined collider signatures
[2] which may be seen at the LHC in the near future. Since
we would like to concentrate on the lepton sector alone, we
take all particles in (1) to be uncolored [in the SUð3Þc
sense] but allow the ‘‘exotic particle’’ to be either a scalar
boson, a fermion, or a vector boson. With these choices and
the requirement of renormalizability, there are five distinct
types of interactions with the SM fields (schematically),1

ðiÞLL � LL � ½new�; ðiiÞLL � ‘R � ½new�;
ðiiiÞ ‘R � ‘R � ½new�; ðivÞLL ��� ½new�;

ðvÞ ‘R ��� ½new�;
(2)

where LL ¼ ð�L; ‘LÞT is the left-handed (LH) lepton dou-
blet, ‘R is the right-handed (RH) lepton singlet, and � ¼
ð�þ; �0ÞT denotes the SM Higgs doublet. Suppose these
interaction terms must also obey Lorentz and SM gauge
symmetries; then there are only 13 types of exotic
multiplets (see Table I) which fit either one of the setups
in (2). Furthermore, it is perhaps obvious that the majority
of the new particles implied by these minimal couplings
have already been closely studied due to other
motivations. However, to the best of our knowledge, the
exotic lepton triplets with nonzero hypercharge, ER;L ¼
ðE0

L;R; E
�
L;R; E

��
L;R ÞT , and the doublets, ~LL;R ¼ ð ~L�

L;R; ~L
��
L;R ÞT

(see Table I for their transformation properties) have re-
ceived very little attention.2

So, the aim of this work is to fill part of that gap by
investigating, in some detail, the implications of introduc-
ing ER;L to the SM.3 We begin by elucidating the formal-

ism used to analyze the system in the next section, before
deriving various experimental constraints on the relevant
new physics parameters in subsequent sections (with a
summary of all constraints and fits collected in Sec. V).
Processes such as W and Z decays (Sec. III), LFV decays
(e.g. ‘ ! 3‘0, ‘ ! ‘0�), and �� e conversion in atomic
nuclei (Sec. IV) are considered as a result, while a dis-
cussion on the new physics contribution to the lepton
anomalous magnetic moments will also be included
(Sec. VI).

*ckchua@cycu.edu.tw
†slaw@cycu.edu.tw
1We have ignored terms like (SM Higgs)(SM Higgs)(new

boson) because they do not involve any type of leptons.

2Recently, the ER;L-like triplets were mentioned in the context
of neutrino mass generation involving a triply charged Higgs
[20].

3The analysis of the exotic doublets, ~LL;R, shall be presented
elsewhere.
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II. MODELWITH EXOTIC LEPTON
TRIPLETS, ER;L

In order to identify and study the new phenomenologies
arising from the mixing with the exotic lepton triplets
(and to establish the notations), we shall begin by
describing the model in detail. Consider adding to the
SM two sets of new leptons (RH plus LH) which transform
as triplets in SUð2ÞL, all carrying hypercharge of �1
(where we have definedQ ¼ I3 þ Y). We can conveniently
group them together in a 2� 2 matrix representation as
follows:

ER ¼ E�
R =

ffiffiffi
2

p
E0
R

E��
R �E�

R =
ffiffiffi
2

p
 !

;

EL ¼ E�
L =

ffiffiffi
2

p
E0
L

E��
L �E�

L =
ffiffiffi
2

p
 !

;

(3)

where ER and EL are independent fields and both
transform as ð1; 3;�1Þ under the SM gauge group.4 In
the following, we shall also introduce three RH neutrino
fields, �R, so that neutrinos can have a Dirac mass.
However, we do not include a Majorana mass term
(e.g. ��c

RMR�R) in the Lagrangian (and hence no seesaw
mechanism5) for simplicity. Thus, the Lagrangian of inter-
est is given by

LE ¼ Tr½ �ERi 6DER� þ Tr½ �ELi 6DEL� � Tr½ �ERMEEL þ H:c:�
� ½ �LLYEER�þ �LLY‘�‘R þ �LLY��

c�R þ H:c:�;
(4)

where �c ¼ ð�0�;���ÞT , and the covariant derivative is

6D¼ 6@� igffiffiffi
2

p
�
Wþ 0 1

0 0

 !
þW� 0 0

1 0

 !�

� ig

cos�w
ZðI3� sin2�wQÞþ ieAQ; ðe>0Þ; (5)

with Q and I3 being the operators for the electric charge
and the third component of isospin, respectively. In (4), the
Yukawa term involving YE defines the minimal coupling
between SM leptons and ER, while ME sets the energy
scale of the new physics. It is worth pointing out that SM
symmetries forbid a similar type of minimal coupling for
EL with other SM leptons, and hence EL enters into this
picture only via the mass terms. Writing out all the relevant
interactions in (4), we have

L E ¼ LW þLZ þLmass þLH þ � � � ; (6)

where

LW ¼ gffiffiffi
2

p
�
��LW

þ‘L þ 1ffiffiffi
2

p ½ �E�
RW

þE��
R

� �E0
RW

þE�
R þ fER ! ELg�

�
þ H:c:; (7)

TABLE I. Summary of the 13 types of exotic multiplets induced by the five general types of minimal couplings:
(i) LL � LL � ½new�, (ii) LL � ‘R � ½new�, (iii) ‘R � ‘R � ½new�, (iv) LL ��� ½new�, and (v) ‘R ��� ½new�. Hypercharges
are defined with Q ¼ I3 þ Y.

[New] Spin SUð2ÞL Uð1ÞY Type SM fields involved Studied in

�i 0 2 1=2 (ii) �LLeR multi-Higgs doublet models [3,4]

�0 0 1 �1 (i) �LLL
c
L dilepton/Babu-Zee models [4–7]

� 0 3 �1 (i) �LLL
c
L dilepton/type-II seesaw [5,8–10]

�0 0 1 2 (iii) �eRe
c
R dilepton/Babu-Zee models [5–7,11]

�R 1=2 1 0 (iv) �LL�
c Type-I seesaw [10,12–15]

�R 1=2 3 0 (iv) �LL�
c Type-III seesaw [10,15–17]

L00
L 1=2 2 �1=2 (v) �eR�

y 4th generation leptons [18]

‘00R 1=2 1 �1 (iv) �LL� 4th generation leptons [18]

ER;L 1=2 3 �1 (iv) �LL� (ER only) rarely discussed

~LL;R 1=2 2 �3=2 (v) �eRð�cÞy ( ~LL only) rarely discussed

Z0
� 1 1 0 (i) and (iii) �LL LL & �eReR

GUT/dilepton boson models [5,19]X� 1 2 �3=2 (ii) �LLe
c
R

W 0
� 1 3 0 (i) �LLLL

4As a result of the identical transformation properties for RH
and LH fields, chiral anomalies cancel automatically.

5A full discussion on the mixing effects due to seesaw models
can be found in [10,21].
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LZ ¼ g

cos�w

�
1

2
��LZ�L

þ
�
� 1

2
þ sin2�w

�
�‘LZ‘L

þ sin2�w �‘RZ‘R þ sin2�w �E�
R ZE

�
R

þ ð�1þ sin2�wÞ �E��
R ZE��

R

þ �E0
RZE

0
R þ fER ! ELg

�
; (8)

Lmass ¼ � �E�
RMEE

�
L � �E0

RMEE
0
L � �E��

R MEE
��
L

� vffiffiffi
2

p ��LYEE
0
R þ v

2
�‘LYEE

�
R � �‘Lm‘‘R

� ��LmD�R þ H:c:; (9)

LH ¼ � 1ffiffiffi
2

p ��LYEE
0
RH þ 1

2
�‘LYEE

�
RH � 1

v
�‘Lm‘‘RH

� 1

v
��LmD�RH þ H:c: (10)

In getting (9) and (10), we have written � ¼ ð�þ; �0ÞT �
ð�þ; ðvþHþ i�Þ= ffiffiffi

2
p ÞT , where v is the Higgs vacuum

expectation value, and � and �� are the would-be

Goldstone bosons. Also, we have defined m‘ � vY‘=
ffiffiffi
2

p
and mD � vY�=

ffiffiffi
2

p
.

To deduce the mixing between SM leptons and the
components of the exotic triplet, it is convenient to package
the LH and RH fields in the following way:

�L

E0
L

� �
;

�R

E0
R

� �
;

‘L
E�
L

� �
;

‘R
E�
R

� �
; (11)

rewriting (7)–(10) in matrix forms. In particular, for Lmass

we obtain

Lmass¼� ��R
�E0
R

� � my
D 0

vYy
E=

ffiffiffi
2

p
ME

0
@

1
A �L

E0
L

 !

� �‘R �E�
R

� � m‘ 0

�vYy
E=2 ME

 !
‘L

E�
L

 !
þH:c: (12)

Without loss of generality, one can choose to work in the
basis where m‘ and ME are real and diagonal [which is
what we have already assumed in writing out (12) above].
All fields are related to their mass eigenbasis via the
unitary transformations

‘L;R
E�
L;R

� �
¼UL;R

‘L;R
E�
L;R

� �
m

;
�L;R

E0
L;R

� �
¼VL;R

�L;R

E0
L;R

� �
m

; (13)

where the subscript m indicates the mass basis. In general,
UL;R and VL;R are ð3þ nÞ � ð3þ nÞ matrices, with n
denoting the number of generations for the exotic EL;R

fields. To Oðv2M�2
E Þ, the transformation matrices are

given by6

UL ¼ 1� 	 �vYEM
�1
E =2

vM�1
E Yy

E=2 1� 2	0

 !
;

UR ¼ 1 �vm‘YEM
�2
E =2

vM�2
E Yy

Em‘=2 1

 !
;

(14)

VL ¼ ð1� 2	ÞU� vYEM
�1
E =

ffiffiffi
2

p

�vM�1
E Yy

EU�=
ffiffiffi
2

p
1� 4	0

 !
;

VR ¼ 1 vmy
DYEM

�2
E =

ffiffiffi
2

p

�vM�2
E Yy

EmD=
ffiffiffi
2

p
1

0
@

1
A;

(15)

where

	 � v2

8
YE

1

M2
E

Yy
E and 	0 � v2

8

1

ME

Yy
EYE

1

ME

(16)

are 3� 3 and n� n matrices in flavor space, respectively,
while U� is the unitary matrix that transforms �L into its
mass eigenbasis. At this order, U� may be identified as the
usual neutrino mixing matrix, UPMNS.
Hence, LW , LZ, and LH, with respect to the mass

eigenbasis, become

LW ¼ gffiffiffi
2

p
�

�� �E0
� �

mW
þ
h
PLg

CC
L þ PRg

CC
R

i ‘

E�

 !
m

þ �‘ �E�� �
mW

�
h
PLðgCCL Þy þ PRðgCCR Þy

i �

E0

 !
m

	
;

(17)

LZ ¼ g

cos�w

�
�‘ �E�� �

mZ
h
PLg

NC
L‘ þ PRg

NC
R‘

i ‘

E�

 !
m

þ �� �E0
� �

mZ
h
PLg

NC
L� þ PRg

NC
R�

i �

E0

 !
m

�
; (18)

L H ¼ �‘ �E�� �
mH

h
PLðgH‘ Þy þ PRg

H
‘

i ‘
E�

� �
m

þ �� �E0
� �

mH
h
PLðgH� Þy þ PRg

H
�

i �
E0

� �
m
; (19)

with the new generalized coupling matrices given by (to
leading order)

gCCL ¼ Uy
� ð1� 	Þ 0

vM�1
E Yy

E=2
ffiffiffi
2

p ð2	0 � 1Þ= ffiffiffi
2

p
 !

;

gCCR ¼ 0 vmy
DYEM

�2
E =2

�vM�2
E Yy

Em‘=2
ffiffiffi
2

p �1=
ffiffiffi
2

p
0
@

1
A;

(20)

gNC
L‘ ¼ �1=2þsin2�wþ	 vYEM

�1
E =4

vM�1
E Yy

E=4 �	0 þð1�2	0Þsin2�w

 !
;

gNC
R‘ ¼ sin2�w 0

0 sin2�w

 !
;

(21)6In the definition of VR, the neutrino right diagonalization
matrix U�R (from Uy

�m0
DU�R � m

diag
D ) has already been ab-

sorbed into mD in (12). In other words, mD � m0
DU�R.
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gNC
L� ¼ 1=2þ 2Uy

�	U� �vUy
�YEM

�1
E =2

ffiffiffi
2

p
�vM�1

E Yy
EU�=2

ffiffiffi
2

p
1� 6	0

 !
; gNC

R� ¼ 0 �vmy
DYEM

�2
E =

ffiffiffi
2

p
�vM�2

E Yy
EmD=

ffiffiffi
2

p
1

 !
; (22)

gH‘ ¼ ð3	�1Þm‘=v ð1�	ÞYE=2þm2
‘YEM

�2
E =2

M�1
E Yy

Em‘=2 �vM�1
E Yy

EYE=4

 !
; gH� ¼ Uy

� ð6	�1ÞmD=v Uy
� ð�mDm

y
DYEM

�2
E þð1�2	ÞYEÞ=

ffiffiffi
2

p

�M�1
E Yy

EmD=
ffiffiffi
2

p �vM�1
E Yy

EYE=2

0
@

1
A:

(23)

Note that each upper-left ð3� 3Þ block in (20)–(23) cor-
responds to the modified mixing matrix for the respective
interaction involving SM leptons. In particular, we observe
that new contributions to tree-level flavor changing cur-
rents would be provided by the nonzero off-diagonal en-
tries of matrix 	. Furthermore, these ð3� 3Þ submatrices
that define the new mixings between ordinary leptons are
now, in general, nonunitary.

Suppose we define the nonunitary mixing matrix which
is responsible for charged current mixing as

N � ð1� 	ÞU�; (24)

and then we note that, at first order in 	, observable effects
mediated by W and Z may be conveniently recast as
follows:

L CC ¼ gffiffiffi
2

p ��WþPLN
y‘þ H:c:; (25)

LNC ¼ g

cos�w

�
�‘Z

�
PL

�
� 1

2
NNy þ sin2�w

�

þ PRsin
2�w

�
‘þ ��ZPL

�
1

2
ðNyNÞ�2

�
�

	
: (26)

Expressions (25) and (26) are analogous to those derived
and subsequently analyzed in [10] for seesaw models. It is
worth pointing out that the structure displayed in (26),
though it looks similar to its counterpart in [10], is defi-
nitely not identical in form. The small difference comes
from the fact that these exotic triplets carry nonzero hyper-
charges, which resulted in the I3 assignments being differ-
ent from the seesaw situations.

Although this viewpoint of linking the new physics to
the nonunitary in weak mixing can be useful, for the
purpose of our investigation here, we have found it more
convenient to use the expressions written in (17)–(19) for
doing the calculations. Henceforth, we shall present all our
discussions in terms of 	 rather than N.

III. CONSTRAINTS FROM W AND Z DECAYS

As hinted earlier, elements of the 	matrix [see (16) for a
definition], which encapsulate all the essential information
regarding triplets E, are the key to any new physics con-
tributions to the electroweak processes considered in this
paper. Amongst them, the most basic interactions are the

tree-level W and Z decays into SM leptons. As we shall
see, these processes can provide constraints on all elements
of 	, although the restrictions for the off-diagonal entries
are not as stringent as those obtained from other LFV
interactions (see Sec. IV). Nonetheless, their constraints
for the diagonal elements of 	 will be useful in the
later analysis of the anomalous magnetic moments
(see Sec. VI).

A. W decays

The rate for W decaying into a lepton of flavor 
 plus a
neutrino may be straightforwardly obtained by invoking
the relevant interaction terms in (17). Using the usual
approximation of setting final lepton masses to zero and
in the center of mass frame, one gets

�ðW ! ‘
�
Þ �
X
i

�ðW ! ‘
�iÞ;’ GFM
3
W

6
ffiffiffi
2

p
�

ð1� 2	

Þ;

(27)

where we have only kept the leading-order terms in 	. In
(27), MW is the mass of W while GF is the Fermi constant
extracted from muon decay when assuming only SM
physics.
In order for (27) to be a useful bound on the elements

of 	, one must also study the modification to the value
of ‘‘GF’’ as measured from muon decay experiments
(� ! eþmissing energy) in the presence of the new
physics due to triplets E. It is not difficult to see from
(20) and (21) that additional tree-level flavor changing
currents mediated by W and Z are expected to give rise
to a new definition for the Fermi constant. In terms of the
SM version of GF, we have, to leading order,

G0
F ’ GF

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1� 2	ee � 2	��

q
; with G2

F � g4=32M4
W:

(28)

Using (28) in (27), one can rearrange the expression to
obtain a global constraint on 	ee, 	��, and 	�� in terms of

experimental parameters:

K
 � ð1� 2	

Þffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1� 2	ee � 2	��

p ’ �ðW ! ‘
�
Þ6
ffiffiffi
2

p
�

G0
FM

3
W

;


 ¼ e;�; �:

(29)
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Putting in the respective values from [22],7 we arrive at the
following bounds for K
:

K
 ¼
8><
>:
0:986� 0:033 
 ¼ e
0:969� 0:034 
 ¼ �
1:032� 0:040 
 ¼ �:

(30)

As expected, this quantity (within experimental uncertain-
ties) is very close to 1—the limit where the new physics is
decoupled.

B. Z decays

In this subsection, we investigate the bounds for the
elements of 	 coming from Z decaying into charged lep-

tons: Z ! ‘
 �‘. The 
 ¼  cases will place restrictions

on 	

’s, whereas for 
 � , the off-diagonal entries can
be constrained.

Applying the usual formalism on the modified couplings

in (21), the decay rate �ðZ ! ‘
 �‘
Þ may be easily written
down (in the usual massless limit for the final state leptons)
as

�ðZ!‘
 �‘
 �‘
Þ¼GFM
3
Z

3
ffiffiffi
2

p
�


�����ðgNC
L‘ Þ11



�����2þ
�����ðgNC

R‘ Þ11


�����2
�

’ G0
FM

3
Z

3�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2�4	ee�4	��

p

�
���������sin2�w�

1

2
þ	



��������
2þjsin2�wj2

�
;


¼e;�;�; (31)

where we have again included the correction to the Fermi
constant. �w and MZ are the usual Weinberg angle and Z
boson mass, respectively. Putting the decay widths ob-
tained from experiments [22] into (33) for each lepton
flavor 
, one gets a system of three equations in the
	

’s. Solving these simultaneously then yields

	

 ¼
8><
>:
�2:7� 0:4� 10�3 
 ¼ e
�2:9� 0:4� 10�3 
 ¼ �
�3:1� 0:4� 10�3 
 ¼ �:

(32)

These results should be checked against the values ob-
tained in theW decays for consistency. Taking into account
the uncertainties in K
, we have found that the bounds
displayed in (32) are compatible with those in (30).
Although one may worry about the negative sign in front
of 	

, this outcome is not unexpected given that there is
also a minus sign in the definition of (24).

Next, we turn our attention to the case where 
 � .
The decay rate is given by

�ðZ ! ‘
 �‘Þ ¼ GFM
3
Z

3
ffiffiffi
2

p
�
j	
j2; 
 � : (33)

Clearly, in the limit 	
 ! 0, this rate disappears. This is

in accordance with the fact that there is no flavor changing
neutral currents (FCNC) at tree level in the SM. Writing
this as a branching ratio and keeping only the leading-order
terms in the denominator, one has

Br ðZ ! ‘
 �‘Þ ¼
�ðZ ! ‘
 �‘Þ
�ðZ ! ‘� �‘
Þ

BrðZ ! ‘� �‘
Þ

’ j	
j2 BrðZ ! ‘� �‘
Þ
2sin4�w � sin2�w þ 1=4

: (34)

From this, we can derive the following bounds for j	
j8:
j	e�j< 1:8� 10�3; (35)

j	e�j< 4:3� 10�3; (36)

j	��j< 4:7� 10�3: (37)

Notice that since 	 is Hermitian (as we are working in the
basis where ME is real and diagonal), j	
j ¼ j	
j nec-
essarily holds.

IV. CONSTRAINTS FROM LFV DECAYS OF
CHARGED LEPTONS AND �� e CONVERSION

IN ATOMIC NUCLEI

Some of the strongest constraints on the new physics
come from the studies of lepton flavor violating decays of
ordinary charged leptons. Therefore, in the following two
subsections, we present our analysis of the contributions
induced by the exotic triplets on charged lepton processes
like ‘ ! 3‘0 and ‘ ! ‘0�. Furthermore, in the third sub-
section, we shall take a look at the bound coming from
experiments studying the muon-to-electron conversion in
atomic nuclei, as it is well known [23] that such processes
can give rise to a very strong constraint on the �� e� Z
vertex.

A. Tree-level ‘ ! 3‘0 decays
Given three generations of ordinary leptons, there are

only three generic types of final lepton states possible for a

charged lepton decaying into three lighter ones: ‘‘ �‘,

‘�‘ �‘, and �‘�‘‘, where  � � � 
, with 
 denoting

the flavor of the decaying lepton. For all of these cases, the
mediating particle can be either the gauge boson Z or the
Higgs boson H. However, the amplitude associated with

7Note that what we have labeled as G0
F is simply the

experimentally measured Fermi constant 	 1:166 37ð1Þ �
10�5 GeV�2.

8Note that the LFV branching ratios quoted in [22] are in fact
the experimental values for BrðZ ! ‘
 �‘Þ þ BrðZ ! �‘
‘Þ.
Therefore, the expression in (38) must be multiplied by a factor
of 2 before applying the experimental numbers.
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the Higgs is suppressed by a factor of m2

=M

2
H, where m


and MH denote the lepton and Higgs masses, respectively.
Thus, we may ignore their contributions to a good
approximation.

Extracting the relevant coupling from (21), and
invoking the usual assumption of negligible final state
masses, we get the following formulas for the branching
ratios:

Brð‘
 ! ‘‘ �‘Þ ¼
�ð‘
 ! ‘‘ �‘Þ
�ð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ Brð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ

’ j	
j2ð12sin4�w � 8sin2�w þ 2ÞBrð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ; for 
 ¼ �; �; (38)

and

Br ð‘
 ! ‘�‘ �‘Þ ’ j	�
j2ð8sin4�w � 4sin2�w þ 1ÞBrð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ; (39)

Br ð‘
 ! �‘�‘‘Þ ’ 2j	�j2j	
j2 Brð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ; for 
 ¼ � only; (40)

where we have kept only the leading-order terms.
For (38), there are three kinematically allowed processes

(� ! 3e, � ! 3e, � ! 3�), which lead to the constraints

j	e�j< 1:1� 10�6; (41)

j	e�j< 5:0� 10�4; (42)

j	��j< 4:8� 10�4; (43)

while (39) has two possibilities (� ! e� �� and � ! �e �e),
yielding

j	e�j< 6:5� 10�4; (44)

j	��j< 5:5� 10�4: (45)

Finally, we have

j	�ejj	��j< 2:6� 10�4; (46)

j	e�jj	e�j< 2:4� 10�4; (47)

from another two possibilities (� ! �e�� and � ! ��ee)
allowed by (40). Note that in deriving (41)–(47), we have
used the branching ratios from [22].

As expected, these LFV processes provide a stronger set
of constraints than those derived in (35)–(37) from the
previous section.

B. Radiative ‘ ! ‘0� decays via one loop

Another type of LFV process that has received an enor-
mous amount of attention is the radiative decay of charged
leptons (‘ ! ‘0�). There is continually much experimental
effort on improving the bounds associated with these rare
interactions.9 The current MEG experiment [25] located
at the Paul Scherrer Institute is expected to reach a

sensitivity of Oð10�13Þ for the � ! e� branching ratio,
which is a significant improvement compared to the current
limit of Brð� ! e�Þ< 1:2� 10�11 [26]. In addition, the
Super KEKB project [27] will provide the platform for
investigating LFV � decays at an unprecedented precision.
As a result, the bounds on � ! e� and � ! �� are also
expected to tighten.
Generically (because of gauge invariance), the transition

amplitude for ‘
 ! ‘� is given by the dimension-5

operator of the form

Tð‘
 ! ‘�Þ ¼ �uðAþ B�5Þi���q
�"�u
;

��� � i½��; ���=2; (48)

where A and B correspond to the transition magnetic and
electric dipole form factors,10 respectively. In writing
this down, we have used the on-shell condition q2 ¼ 0
and " � q ¼ 0, where q� and "� denote, respectively, the
photon 4-momentum and polarization. In the SM with
neutrino masses (m� > 0), it is well known that electroweak
interactions involving theW bosons in a loop [see Fig. 1(a)]
can give rise to a finite value for this amplitude, although its
size turns out to be vanishingly small because MW 
 m�

[28,29]. However, the situation may change drastically
when there are new couplings to the SM leptons, such as
those involving the exotic triplets studied here.
From Lagrangians (17)–(19), we can identify all the new

interactions and subsequently calculate the corresponding
loop amplitudes from the definitions of the modified cou-
pling matrices given in (20)–(23). Working in the unitary
gauge where only diagrams associated with the physical
degrees of freedom are relevant, there are three types
of one-loop graphs which may contribute to the LFV

9For a review, see, for example, [24].

10It is understood that A and B are dimensionful quantities
when written in this form. Also, we have absorbed the extra i
into B, which is usually factored out in the definition of the
electric dipole moment term.
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‘
 ! ‘� process (see Fig. 1). As a result of the direct

involvement of the triplet particles E0 and E� in these
diagrams, stringent constraints on j	
j can be derived.

These expressions will be particularly useful when the
expected improvement in experimental bounds is realized
in the near future.

In calculating the amplitude for the lowest-order graphs
in Fig. 1, we note that any terms in (52) that are proportional
to �u��u
 (or �u�5��u
) will not contribute to the final

answer, as they cannot be transformed into the electromag-
netic moment form [28]. We can separate out this unwanted
component from (48) using the Gordon identity, and get

Tð‘
!‘�Þ
¼ �uðAþB�5Þð2p �"�m
"Þu

� �uðA�B�5Þm"u
; (49)

where we have again used " � q ¼ 0 when simplifying the
expression. In (49), p is the momentum of ‘
 while m
;

denotes the ‘
; mass. Working in the limit where the final

state lepton is assumed to be massless (m ! 0), one finds

that amplitudes A and B become identical to leading order
in 	, and thus in the explicit computation, we simply need
to evaluate the coefficient of the �uð1þ �5Þð2p � "Þu

terms for all graphs.

Because we wish to work in the unitary gauge where
there are less diagrams to consider,11 our strategy is to
perform the calculations in the notations of the generalized
renormalizable (R�) gauge [30], and at the end of the

computation, we take the limit � ! 1 to obtain the desired
results.12 Moreover, we will work exclusively in them‘j �
MW;Z;H and m � 1 limits (where m‘j represents the mass

of the internal j-flavor SM lepton) and will only keep the
leading-order terms.

After the dust has settled, we obtain the following ex-
pressions for the amplitudes of the one-loop contributions

shown in Fig. 1 (superscripts and subscripts denote
the types of internal leptons and bosons involved,
respectively):

A�
W ¼�iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p
�
�5

3
	
�

X
j

m2
�j

4M2
W

ðU�ÞjðUy
� Þj


�
; (50)

AE0

W ¼�iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

v2

8
ðYEM

�1
E ÞjðM�1

E Yy
EÞj


�½f1ðwjÞþf2ðwjÞ�;
wj�M2

Ej
=M2

W; (51)

A‘
Z ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p 4ð1þ sin2�wÞ
3

	
; (52)

AE�
Z ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

v2

8
ðYEM

�1
E ÞjðM�1

E Yy
EÞj


� ½f3ðzjÞ þ f4ðzjÞ þ f5ðzjÞ�;
zj � M2

Ej
=M2

Z; (53)

A‘
H ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

3m2
‘j

2M2
H

ln

�m2
‘j

M2
H

�
	
; (54)

AE�
H ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

v2

8
ðYEÞjM�2

Ej
ðYy

EÞj


� ½�2f5ðhjÞ þ f6ðhjÞ�;
hj � M2

Ej
=M2

H; (55)

with

f1ðxÞ¼�10þ43x�78x2þ49x3�4x4�18x3 lnx

12ðx�1Þ4 ; (56)

f2ðxÞ ¼ �4þ 15x� 12x2 þ x3 þ 6x2 lnx

2ðx� 1Þ3 ; (57)

f3ðxÞ ¼ �4þ 9x� 5x3 þ 6xð2x� 1Þ lnx
3ðx� 1Þ4 ; (58)

FIG. 1. Lowest-order diagrams that are relevant for the amplitude calculations of LFV decays (‘
 ! ‘�) and anomalous magnetic
moments of SM leptons (when 
 ¼ ) in the unitary gauge. The subscript j denotes the flavor of the internal leptons, and is summed
over in the computation. (a) The case mediated by �j corresponds to the usual diagram studied in standard electroweak theory,

while the E0
j diagram comes from the new interactions; (b) and (c) new contributing diagrams involving the Z boson and the physical

Higgs H.

11One drawback is that some of the intermediate expressions/
steps would be considerably more complicated than in other
approaches.
12We have adopted the definition of � as used in modern
textbooks [28,31], which is equivalent to the parameter 1=�
that appeared in [30].
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f4ðxÞ ¼ 11x� 18x2 þ 9x3 � 2x4 þ 6x lnx

12ðx� 1Þ4 ; (59)

f5ðxÞ ¼ �3xþ 4x2 � x3 � 2x lnx

4ðx� 1Þ3 ; (60)

f6ðxÞ ¼ 2xþ 3x2 � 6x3 þ x4 þ 6x2 lnx

12ðx� 1Þ4 : (61)

In the above, m�j
, m‘j , and MEj

denote, respectively, the

mass of the j-flavor neutrino, the SM lepton, and the exotic

E particle. Note that the second term in (50) is nothing but
the usual contribution from neutrino mixing in standard
electroweak theory [28,32], where the U� matrix is the
same as the one that appeared in (24).
So, we have for the total decay rate

�ð‘
 ! ‘�Þ ¼m3



4�
jA�

W þAE0

W þA‘
ZþAE�

Z þA‘
H þAE�

H j2;
(62)

and subsequently, the branching ratio

Brð‘
 ! ‘�Þ ¼ 3
e

2�

��������
�
� 1

3
þ 4

3
sin2�w þX

j

3m2
‘j

2M2
H

ln

�m2
‘j

M2
H

��
	
 �X

j

m2
�j

4M2
W

ðU�ÞjðUy
� Þj


þX
j

v2

8
ðYEM

�1
E ÞjðM�1

E Yy
EÞj
½f1ðwjÞ þ f2ðwjÞ þ f3ðzjÞ þ f4ðzjÞ þ f5ðzjÞ�

þX
j

v2

8
ðYEÞjM�2

Ej
ðYy

EÞj
½�2f5ðhjÞ þ f6ðhjÞ�
��������

2

Brð‘
 ! ‘�
 ��Þ; (63)

where 
e is the fine-structure constant. Taking MEj
’

100 GeV (the lower bound for heavy charged leptons
[22]) for all j, and assuming the Higgs mass MH is
about 114 GeV [33], the experimental limits [22] on
Brð� ! e�Þ, Brð� ! e�Þ, and Brð� ! ��Þ then lead to13

j	e�j< 2:2� 10�4; (64)

j	e�j< 2:7� 10�2; (65)

j	��j< 3:1� 10�2: (66)

These bounds are not as strong as those displayed in
(41)–(43), which come from tree-level interactions.
However, improvement is expected when the new and on-
going experiments mentioned have reached their projected
sensitivities.

C. �� e conversion in atomic nuclei

Owing to the fact that the coherent contribution of all
nucleons in the nucleus can enhance the experimental
signals, muon-to-electron conversion in muonic atoms
provides another excellent platform for studying tree-level
FCNC. Not only does it place a constraint on the same
�� e� Z vertex that appeared in Z ! e���, � ! 3e,
and the loop graphs in Fig. 1(b), as we shall show below, its
bound on j	e�j is the most stringent amongst all applicable

LFV interactions considered. The test for �� e conver-
sion, therefore, plays a complementary role to the
investigation of � ! e� in the probe for physics beyond
the SM, as they are induced differently.

In what follows, we shall assume that the only contri-
bution to the �� e conversion rate in our setup comes
from exchanges with the Z bosons. This approximation is
sensible because the cases mediated by the photon and the
Higgs are suppressed by loop effects and M�1

H , respec-
tively. So, at the quark level and after integrating out MZ,
the effective interaction Lagrangian which can induce the
�-e transition can be written as14

Leff
�!e ¼

ffiffiffi
2

p
GF

�‘e�
�ðkV � kA�5Þ‘�½ �qu��ðvu þ au�5Þqu

þ �qd��ðvd þ ad�5Þqd�; (67)

where qu;d denotes the u, d-quark field while

kV ¼ kA ¼ �	e�; au ¼ �ad ¼ �1
2;

vu ¼ 1
2 � 4

3sin
2�w; vd ¼ �1

2 þ 2
3sin

2�w:
(68)

Appealing to the general result obtained from FCNC
analysis with massive gauge bosons in [23], we then arrive
at the following expression for the branching ratio
of �� e conversion in nuclei15:

B�!e ’
G2

F

3
em

3
�p

0
eE

0
e

�2�A
cap

jFðq02Þj2ðk2V þ k2AÞ
Z4

effQ̂
2

Z
; (69)

where p0
eðE0

eÞ is the momentum (energy) of the electron,

�A
cap represents the total nuclear muon capture rate for

element A, and Z (Zeff) is the (effective) atomic number
of the element under investigation. In (69), Fðq02Þ is the

13Note that if we have chosen a larger value for the mass of Ej,
it will only make these bounds less stringent.

14We have assumed that the standard electroweak interaction
operates in the quark sector.
15This result is a good approximation only for nuclei with less
than about 100 nucleons.

CHUN-KHIANG CHUA AND SANDY S. C. LAW PHYSICAL REVIEW D 83, 055010 (2011)

055010-8



nuclear form factor which may be measured from electron
scattering experiments [34] while

Q̂ ¼ ð2ZþN Þvu þ ðZþ 2N Þvd; (70)

with N denoting the number of neutrons in the nuclei.
Given that one of the best upper limits on the ��e

conversion branching ratio is obtained from measurements
with titanium-48 (4822Ti) in the SINDRUM II experiments

[35],

B
exp
�!e � �ð��Ti ! e�TiÞ

�Ti
cap

< 4:3� 10�12; (71)

we shall use the parameters for the element 48
22Ti in (73) to

deduce our bound.16 Following the approximation applied in
[23], we take p0

e ’ E0
e ’ m� and Fðq02 ’ �m2

�Þ ’ 0:54. In

addition, we have Zeff ’ 17:6 for 48
22Ti [38] and �A

cap �
�Ti
cap ’ 2:59� 106 s�1 [39]. Hence, (69) and (71) combine

to give

j	e�j< 5:3� 10�7; (72)

where, in the derivation, we have taken into account the
modification of GF as discussed in (28) and, subsequently,
substituted in the values from (32).
As foreshadowed, the bound displayed in (72) is indeed

the most stringent one on j	e�j, and with the new experi-

ments being planned, respectively, at J-PARC and
Fermilab by the COMET (and PRISM/PRIME) [40] and
Mu2e [41] Collaborations, it is expected to become even
stronger in the near future.

V. GLOBAL FIT ON THE ELEMENTS OF �AND
SOME CONSEQUENCES

In this section, we bring together all the results obtained
thus far and perform a global analysis on the elements of
the 	matrix, which are key to determining the new physics
effects from the triplet leptons. For convenience, a sum-
mary of all constraints derived in Secs. III and IV is
collected in Table II.
Studying the results listed in Table II and recalling that

j	
j ¼ j	
j, it is not difficult to obtain the following

overall fit for the elements of 	:

j	eej j	e�j j	e�j
j	�ej j	��j j	��j
j	�ej j	��j j	��j

0
BB@

1
CCA

&

2:7�10�3 <5:3�10�7 <5:0�10�4

<5:3�10�7 2:9�10�3 <4:8�10�4

<5:0�10�4 <4:8�10�4 3:1�10�3

0
BB@

1
CCA: (73)

TABLE II. A collection of all constraints on the elements of 	 � v2YEM
�2
E Yy

E=8 from
processes studied in Secs. III and IV.

Parameter(s) Process Limit on BR Constraint on 	’s

	ee Z ! e�eþ 3:363� 0:004� 10�2 �2:7� 0:4� 10�3

	�� Z ! ���þ 3:366� 0:007� 10�2 �2:9� 0:4� 10�3

	�� Z ! ���þ 3:369� 0:008� 10�2 �3:1� 0:4� 10�3

j	e�j
Z ! e��� <1:7� 10�6 <1:8� 10�3

�� ! e�e�eþ <1:0� 10�12 <1:1� 10�6

� ! e� <1:2� 10�11 <2:2� 10�4

�� e conversion <4:3� 10�12 (Ti) <5:3� 10�7

j	e�j
Z ! e��� <9:8� 10�6 <4:3� 10�3

�� ! e�e�eþ <3:6� 10�8 <5:0� 10�4

�� ! e����þ <3:7� 10�8 <6:5� 10�4

� ! e� <3:3� 10�8 <2:7� 10�2

j	��j
Z ! ���� <1:2� 10�5 <4:7� 10�3

�� ! �����þ <3:2� 10�8 <4:8� 10�4

�� ! ��e�eþ <2:7� 10�8 <5:5� 10�4

� ! �� <4:4� 10�8 <3:1� 10�2

j	�ejj	��j � ! eþ���� <2:3� 10�8 <2:6� 10�4

j	e�jj	e�j � ! �þe�e� <2:0� 10�8 <2:4� 10�4

16Although the value quoted in the experiments with gold (Au),
�ð��Au ! e�AuÞ=�Au

cap < 7� 10�13 [36], is smaller than the
one in (71), theoretical calculations [37] have shown that for
very heavy elements (atomic number Z * 60) like Au, the
�� e conversion rate is actually suppressed. Therefore, this
does not necessarily indicate a better bound on the rate, espe-
cially when the estimation of the nuclear matrix element for such
heavy nuclei can carry large uncertainties.
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Relation (73) is one of our major results in this work. Note
that the off-diagonal elements were derived assuming
ME ’ 100 GeV (for all flavors). So, this also provides a
rough estimate of the size for the exotic coupling YE

(in this interesting mass range for ME):

jYEj
 & Oð10�2Þ to Oð10�3Þ; for all 
;: (74)

ShouldME be any heavier, the bounds in (73) are expected
to loosen and the corresponding range allowed for jYEj

would be increased.

Moreover, if one assumes that the nonzero elements of 	
induced by mixing with the exotic triplets are the only
source of LFV in the theory, one may relate the various
branching ratios discussed above as follows:

BrðZ!e���Þ’3:6�10�2Brð��econversion inTiÞ;
Brð��!e�e�eþÞ’5:3�10�2Brð��econversion inTiÞ;

Brð�!e�Þ’1:7�10�5Brð��econversion inTiÞ;
(75)

for the processes involving j	e�j, whereas for j	e�j and
j	��j, one gets

BrðZ!e���Þ’3:8�100Brð��!e�e�eþÞ;
Brð��!e����þÞ’6:2�10�1Brð��!e�e�eþÞ;

Brð�!e�Þ’3:3�10�4Brð��!e�e�eþÞ; (76)

and

BrðZ ! ����Þ ’ 3:9� 100 Brð�� ! �����þÞ;
Brð�� ! ��e�eþÞ ’ 6:5� 10�1 Brð�� ! �����þÞ;

Brð� ! ��Þ ’ 3:3� 10�4 Brð�� ! �����þÞ;
(77)

respectively. In the above, we have again taken
ME ’ 100 GeV.17

Applying the experimental limits on the right-hand sides
of relations (75)–(77), we can obtain the model specific
bounds on the branching ratio of many key LFV processes.
For instance, (75) implies Brð� ! e�Þ & 7:3� 10�17 in
this theory with exotic triplets. Notice that this is signifi-
cantly stronger than the current limit set by experiments.
As a result, a future detection of this LFV process above
this rate will invalidate the predictions of this minimal
extension to the SM, and point to the existence of other
new physics in the lepton sector. Similar conclusions may
also be drawn from other processes displayed above.

VI. CONTRIBUTION TO THE LEPTON
ANOMALOUS MAGNETIC MOMENT

While in Dirac theory the gyromagnetic ratio of a
spin-1=2 particle is predicted to have a value of ~gdirac ¼ 2,
it is well known that quantum field theory gives a
correction to this number via loop effects. The deviation
from the Dirac result of 2 is usually parametrized by the
dimensionless quantity (
 denotes the flavor)

a
 � ~g
 � 2

2
;

where ~g
 is the actual value of the gyromagnetic ratio;

(78)

known as the anomalous magnetic moment. It is
related to the lepton magnetic dipole moment ~�
 ¼
�eð1þ a
Þ=2m
~s, where ~s is the unit spin vector.
In terms of the parameters from quantum field theory,
a
 � F2ðq2 ¼ 0Þ, when the form factor expansion for a
general lepton-photon amplitude is written as

Tð‘
!‘0
�Þ¼�ie �u0

�
F1ðq2Þ��þF2ðq2Þ

2m


i���q
�

þF3ðq2Þ
2m


����5q
�þ���

�
"�u
; e>0;

(79)

where q� is again the photon momentum [see (52) for
notations].18 Therefore, the precise contribution to a

from the SM (and indeed any other theories) can be calcu-
lated by considering all the relevant loop diagrams for the
F2ð0Þ term.
While the anomalous magnetic moment for the electron,

muon, and tauon can all be very important in their own
right, given the present experimental and theoretical devel-
opment, a� is the most interesting observable to examine.

This is because when combining the fact that significant
contributions to the overall predicted a� value come from

every major sector (QED, electroweak, hadronic) of the
SM [42,43] with the ability to experimentally measure a�
to extremely high accuracy [44,45], the SM as a whole can
be scrutinized, and any discrepancies between theory and
experiment would be a strong indication of new physics.
On the other hand, although ae has been measured to
extraordinary precision (hence providing a very stringent
test on QED and the value of the fine-structure constant 
e

[46,47]), its low sensitivity to the contributions from strong
and electroweak processes means that any hypothetical
modifications to these sectors (due to new physics) would
not be easily detectable. As far as a� is concerned, even
though its much heavier mass would in theory imply better
sensitivity to any new physics than a�, its usefulness has

17We have checked that takingME ! 1 would only change the
numerical factor by an insignificant amount of, at most, 30%.

18Note that the lepton electric dipole moment is proportional to
F3ðq2 ¼ 0Þ.
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been limited by the relatively poor experimental bounds. In
fact, the best current limits set by the DELPHI experiments
[48] are still too coarse to even check the first significant
figure of a� from theoretical calculations.

Currently, the experimental values for ae [46], a� [45],

and a� [48] are given by

aExpe ¼ 115 965 218 073ð28Þ � 10�14; (80)

aExp� ¼ 116 592 089ð63Þ � 10�11; (81)

aExp� ¼
�
<1:3� 10�2

>� 5:2� 10�2:
(82)

Focusing on the muon case, one finds that the discrepancy
between experiment and the SM estimate is about
4:0� [43]:

�a� ¼ a
Exp
� � aSM� ¼ 316ð79Þ � 10�11: (83)

If this difference is real (rather than caused by an incorrect
leading-order hadronic approximation19), then there must
be some new physics at play. In the following, we inves-
tigate whether the effects induced by the exotic triplets can
have an influential role on this front.

The procedure for calculating the anomalous magnetic
moment due to the modified electroweak couplings
of (20)–(23) is in fact analogous to the computation for
LFV ‘
 ! ‘� done in Sec. IVB. Working in the unitary

gauge again, the one-loop diagrams one needs to consider
are the three main types depicted in Fig. 1, but with the
condition 
 ¼  imposed. As a result, the approximation
of a massless final state lepton cannot be used anymore
(i.e. m =! 0). In addition, since we are only interested in

the magnetic moment, the part associated with �5 in the
general amplitude

Tð‘
 ! ‘0
�Þ ¼ �u0
ðCþD�5Þi���q
�"�u
 (84)

will be disregarded. Hence, in the computation, the terms
to concentrate on are those proportional to �u0
ð2p � "Þu
,
where p is the momentum of the incoming ‘
. Apart from
these changes, the general strategy is identical to Sec. IVB.

Employing a similar notation system as before, the
amplitudes of the one-loop diagrams from Fig. 1 for the
case 
 ¼  are given by (to leading order)

C�
W ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p
�
5

3
� 10

3
	



�
; (85)

CE0

W ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

v2

8
ðYEM

�1
E Þ
jðM�1

E Yy
EÞj


� ½f7ðwjÞ þ 3f8ðwjÞ þ f9ðwjÞ þ 1�;
wj � M2

Ej
=M2

W; (86)

C‘
Z ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p
�
8

3
sin4�w � 4

3
sin2�w

� 2

3
þ 8

3
ð1þ sin2�wÞ	



�
; (87)

CE�
Z ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p X
j

v2

8
ðYEM

�1
E Þ
jðM�1

E Yy
EÞj


� ½f3ðzjÞ þ 2f4ðzjÞ þ 2f5ðzjÞ�;
zj � M2

Ej
=M2

Z; (88)

C‘
H ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p ð6	

 � 1ÞOðm2
‘j
=M2

HÞ ’ 0; (89)

CE�
H ¼ �iGFm
e

8�2
ffiffiffi
2

p v2

8

X
j

ðYEÞ
jM�2
Ej
ðYy

EÞj
2f6ðhjÞ

� ½ðYEM
�1
E Þ
jM�1

Ej
ðYy

EÞj

þ ðYEÞ
jM�1

Ej
ðM�1

E Yy
EÞj
�2f5ðhjÞ;

hj � M2
Ej
=M2

H; (90)

where f3ðxÞ to f6ðxÞ are given in (58)–(61), and

f7ðxÞ ¼ 7� 33xþ 57x2 � 31x3 þ 6x2ð3x� 1Þ lnx
6ðx� 1Þ4 ; (91)

f8ðxÞ ¼ �1þ 4x� 3x2 þ 2x2 lnx

ðx� 1Þ3 ; (92)

f9ðxÞ ¼ 3� 10xþ 21x2 � 18x3 þ 4x4 þ 6x2 lnx

6ðx� 1Þ4 : (93)

Comparing (84) with the form factor expansion of (79), the
anomalous magnetic moment can be written in terms of the
amplitudes computed above:

a
�F2ð0Þ¼�2m


ie
ðC�

WþCE0

W þC‘
ZþCE�

Z þC‘
HþCE�

H Þ:
(94)

Note that the result given in (94) contains the usual SM
electroweak component of a
, as well as the contribution
induced by the new physics. Examining our results, we see
that the terms which are not proportional to 	

 in (85) and
(87) sum up to give the usual prediction of the anomalous
magnetic moment from the SM [30]. Removing this com-
ponent from (94) and using the values for 	

 given in

19Although this possibility is not completely ruled out, shifting
the hadronic cross section to bridge this gap will naturally
increase the tension with the lower bound on the Higgs mass,
both from LEP [33] and the SM vacuum stability requirement
[43].
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Table II, we obtain the following estimate for the anoma-
lous magnetic moments coming from the new physics
associated with the exotic lepton triplets20:

�aEe ’ �5:4� 10�16; (95)

�aE� ’ �2:5� 10�11; (96)

�aE� ’ �7:6� 10�9; (97)

where we have again assumed MEj
’ 100 GeV and MH ’

114 GeV. Looking at (95)–(97), we note that these values
are all negative, meaning that they would not have been
helpful in explaining the discrepancy between the SM
prediction and experiments even if they were of the correct
magnitude.21 As it turns out, these contributions are
at least 1 order of magnitude less than the experimental
errors given for the quantities listed in (80)–(82).
Therefore, we do not expect the new physics effects from
the exotic triplets to be distinguishable from the SM com-
ponents in these experiments.

VII. CONCLUSION

Given that the phenomenology of nonzero neutrino
masses motivates an extension to the SM, it is natural to
ask what might be the simplest ways that new physics can
couple to known particles. Working exclusively in the
lepton sector and demanding renormalizability and
SM gauge invariance as the basic requirements, we con-
centrated on the minimal couplings, where there is only
one exotic particle appearing per term. While we have
found that the phenomenologies of the majority of exotic
particles allowed by this framework have already been
closely studied due to other motivations such as neutrino
mass generation and grand unification, some interesting

possibilities remain unexplored. Thus, in this work we
have focused our attention on one of those, namely, the
exotic lepton triplets that carry nonzero hypercharge and
can Yukawa couple to ordinary LH leptons.
Using a formalism that is similar to that used in the

analyses of seesaw models, we have identified and defined
the key parameter (denoted 	 throughout) that encapsu-
lates the new physics effects caused by the introduction of
these exotic triplets. In particular, we note that the off-
diagonal entries of this 	 matrix are the new sources for
FCNC phenomenologies. By invoking the limits from low-
energy experiments, constraints can then be placed on this
dimensionless parameter that controls the coupling
strength with the exotic leptons. Such an investigation is
particularly worthwhile given that these minimally coupled
triplets may give rise to definite collider signatures at the
LHC [2].
In this paper, we have studied the implications from

leptonic W and Z decays and found that the diagonal
elements j	

j must be of Oð10�3Þ to agree with the
current limits, while bounds for the off-diagonal entries
were obtained by investigating their effects on LFV pro-
cesses such as ‘ ! 3‘, ‘ ! ‘0�, and �� e conversion in
titanium nuclei. With the exception of j	e�j, which has its

strongest constraint coming from the �� e conversion
experiments, other off-diagonal values receive their most
stringent bounds from LFV ‘ ! 3‘ decays. Some of these
limits are expected to improve significantly when the next
generation of experiments has reached its proposed
sensitivity.
Furthermore, the contribution to the lepton anomalous

magnetic moment from the new physics was investigated.
Through explicit computation of the relevant lowest-order
loop graphs, we concluded that any potential contributions
on this front are far too small to be detected in experiments
at the present time. As a result, introducing this type of
exotic triplets of leptons into the SM cannot help explain
the muon g� 2 anomaly.
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