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Distrito Federal, México
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Casimir force encodes the structure of the field modes as vacuum fluctuations and so it is sensitive to the

extra dimensions of brane worlds. Now, in flat spacetimes of arbitrary dimension the two standard

approaches to the Casimir force, Green’s function, and zeta function yield the same result, but for brane

world models this was only assumed. In this work we show that both approaches yield the same Casimir

force in the case of universal extra dimensions and Randall-Sundrum scenarios with one and two branes

added by p compact dimensions. Essentially, the details of the mode eigenfunctions that enter the Casimir

force in the Green’s function approach get removed due to their orthogonality relations with a measure

involving the right hypervolume of the plates, and this leaves just the contribution coming from the zeta

function approach. The present analysis corrects previous results showing a difference between the two

approaches for the single brane Randall-Sundrum; this was due to an erroneous hypervolume of the plates

introduced by the authors when using the Green’s function. For all the models we discuss here, the

resulting Casimir force can be neatly expressed in terms of two four-dimensional Casimir force

contributions: one for the massless mode and the other for a tower of massive modes associated with

the extra dimensions.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Historically, the idea to consider our observable four-
dimensional (4D) universe as a subspace of a higher di-
mensional spacetime has a long tradition that started with
the works of G. Nördstrom [1], T. Kaluza [2], and O. Klein
[3] (see e.g. [4], and references therein). Nowadays, there
are two broad approaches one typically takes to address the
possible consequences of extra dimensions in 4D physics.
The top-down approach starts either from a fundamental
theory or a low energy limit of it, for instance M/string
theory or supergravity [5], and upon compactification of
the extra dimensions, one hopes to find an effective theory
in 4D containing as much of the physics we know (see e.g.
[6], and references therein). In this approach, one favors
the properties of the compactification manifold, and upon
the requirement that the compactification be performed in a
consistent way, one tracks the physical consequences that
the geometry of the internal manifold has on the resulting
lower dimensional theory, including, for instance, the
gauge group and the matter content. However, in this
approach we are unable to select the lower dimensional
theory in a unique fashion. The standard model hopefully
would correspond to a particular internal space or vacuum
configuration chosen by nature by some still unknown
mechanism (see e.g. [7], and references therein).

In contrast, the bottom-up approach relies on ‘‘model
building,’’ where the requirements of having the low en-

ergy spectrum and interactions of the known 4D physics
put restrictions on properties such as the types of singular-
ities, curvature, symmetries, etc., supported by the internal
space. The constraints are powerful because they hold for a
large class of models without having to fully specify the
compactification details. Of course they are only necessary
conditions; nevertheless, they serve as a useful guide in the
search for realistic models before a complete theory/model
can be explicitly constructed. In this approach, one looks at
the different well known physical phenomena and their
corresponding experimental confirmations, and then, by
requiring agreement between the contributions of the extra
dimensions to the 4D physics and the experimental errors,
one gets bounds to the higher dimensional free parameters.
This information forms the core of the necessary knowl-
edge for model building. Following this approach, most
attention has been devoted to high energy physics (see e.g.
[8,9], and references therein) and cosmology (see e.g. [10–
13], and references therein). More recently, the possibility
to obtain information from models with extra dimensions
studying low energy physical phenomena such as the
Casimir effect has also been addressed [14–34]. The inter-
est in the Casimir force is twofold. First, the force between
neutral perfect conducting plates predicted by Casimir
[35], is experimentally well established [36–40], and
nowadays, the increasing accuracy reached in its determi-
nation makes us think that constraining model parameters
in this way is at the least complementary to those based on
high energy experiments. Second, its theoretical analysis
involves two aspects naturally appearing in the study of
models with extra dimensions, namely, the mode structure
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of matter fields and the submillimeter length scale, of order
1 �m, at which the force becomes noticeable and for
which some extra-dimensional models haven been conjec-
tured to produce observable effects.

In this paper, we follow the model building approach to
determine the Casimir force for a massless scalar field
between two parallel plates. This situation mimics the
actual experimental setup where the electromagnetic rather
than a massless scalar field is considered. We model the
plates as codimension one hypersurfaces in the extra-
dimensional spacetime; therefore, what one really obtains
is the force per unit of hypervolume of the plate, as it was
established long ago for hyper-dimensional Minkowski
spacetime [41]. In this way, the extra dimensions yield
corrections to the usual 4D Casimir force. Remarkably,
the resulting force can be expressed as the sum of two types
of contributions: one that is given by the zero mode, thus
producing the standard 4D Casimir force for a massless
scalar field, and the other one that includes the addition of
4D Casimir forces corresponding to the massive modes.

The present work is aimed at showing that both Green’s
function and zeta function techniques (see e.g. [42], and
references therein) yield the same Casimir force for some
typical extra-dimensional scenarios. In particular it cor-
rects a previous difference between the Casimir force for
one-brane Randall-Sundrum models [43,44] using the zeta
function method [16,19] and the one obtained using
Green’s function approach [17,18]. Such a difference
was originated by an erroneous hypervolume factor for
the plates considered in the setting in [17,18].

For the sake of clarity, we first study the case of universal
extra dimensions in five dimensions. This corresponds to
4D Minkowski extended by an spatial compact extra di-
mension attached to each of its points. The topology of the
extra dimension is an orbifold S1=Z2. The Casimir effect in
this geometry was studied using the zeta function regulari-
zation method in [14], but here we present the correspond-
ing Green’s function analysis. The second model we shall
consider is the so called Randall-Sundrum IIp model
(RSII-p). These have a single (3þ p)-brane [45]. For
this model, the Casimir effect was computed in [16,19]
using the zeta function method and in [17,18] using the
Green’s function method. Finally, we shall consider the
Randall-Sundrum Ip model (RSI-p). These are defined by
two (3þ p)-branes. In this case the Casimir force was
studied in [19] using the zeta function technique. To the
best of our knowledge, an analogous study is missing
applying the Green’s function approach, and in this paper
we fill in this gap. We shall conclude that for all of the
above extra-dimensional models, the Casimir force ob-
tained by either of the approaches—zeta function regulari-
zation or Green’s function—is the same.

The structure of the paper is as follows. Since it will be
used frequently in Sec. II, we briefly recall the analysis of
the Casimir force in 4D Minkowski spacetime for a mas-

sive scalar field; whereas, its extension to dþ 1
Minkowski spacetime is summarized in the Appendix. In
Sec. III, we discuss the universal extra dimension model.
Section IV is devoted to RSII-p, while Sec. V deals with
RSI-p. Finally, Section VI contains the discussion of our
results. Unless otherwise stated, we use units in which @ ¼
c ¼ 1.

II. SCALAR FIELD IN 4D MINKOWSKI
SPACETIME

To make use of it in the sequel, we briefly review the
analysis of the Casimir force for a massive scalar field in
4D Minkowski spacetime [46]. We start by computing the
dispersion relation and then determine the Casimir force by
the two approaches: zeta function and Green’s function.
Let the scalar field to have mass � and subject to

Dirichlet boundary conditions at the planes z ¼ 0, l. The
starting point of the analysis is the Klein-Gordon’s equa-
tion

ðhþ�2Þ� ¼ 0; h ¼ @tt � �; (1)

with � the Laplacian in R3 and � the mass of the scalar
field. x represents a spacetime coordinate with components
(t, x1, x2, z), the last three being spatial and Cartesian. The
4D Minkowski metric is ��� ¼ diagf1;�1;�1;�1g. By
separating the dependence of the field in Cartesian coor-
dinates ~x ¼ ðx1; x2; zÞ as �ðxi; z; tÞ ¼ �iðxiÞ�ðzÞei!t, i ¼
1, 2, we have the equivalent set of eigenvalue equations

� @ii�iðxiÞ ¼ k2i �iðxiÞ; i ¼ 1; 2; (2)

� @zz�ðzÞ ¼ k23�ðzÞ; k23 :¼ !2 � ð�2 þ k21 þ k22Þ:
(3)

Here, k2i , i ¼ 1, 2, and k3 are separation constants or
eigenvalues. The physical plates are two-dimensional sur-
faces described by coordinates x1 and x2 so that �i in (2)
can be subject to free boundary conditions. Coordinate z is
transverse to the plates, so � in (3) will be subject to
Dirichlet boundary conditions at z ¼ 0, l. The correspond-
ing eigenfunctions are

�iðxiÞ ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2�

p eikixi ; ki 2 R; i ¼ 1; 2; (4)

�NðzÞ ¼
ffiffiffi
2

l

s
sin

N�z

l
; N ¼ 1; 2; . . . ; (5)

and the resulting dispersion relation is

!2 ¼ �2 þ k21 þ k22 þ
N2�2

l2
: (6)
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A. Zeta function approach

To compute the Casimir force, one can compute the
Casimir energy between the plates Eplates, by summing

up the zero-point energy per unit area @!=2. There are
two ingredients required to follow this strategy: the dis-
persion relations and the mode structure (which can be
continuous, discrete, or an admixture). It turns out that
Eplates contains a linear term in the separation l between

planes which gives rise to a constant Casimir force. This
term can be canceled by addition of a constant to the
Hamiltonian density or by considering the energy E0 in
the absence of the plates which means k3 2 R and
�NðzÞ ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffi

2�
p eik3z. Adopting the second option, the result-

ing finite expression for the Casimir energy per unit area of
the plate is

E 4Dð�Þ ¼ Eplates � E0

L2

¼ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

�X1
N¼1

!k1;k2;Nð�Þ

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!k1;k2;k3ð�Þ
�
; (7)

where

!k1;k2;Nð�Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ k21 þ k22 þ

N2�2

l2

s
; (8)

!k1;k2;k3ð�Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ k21 þ k22 þ k23

q
; (9)

and L2 is the area of a square shaped piece of the plates at
z ¼ 0, l. Notice the extra factor of l in the second term of
(7); it comes from the fact thatE0 is the energy in the whole
volume delimitated by z ¼ 0, l, in the transverse direction;
whereas, E is the energy per unit area L2. We are denoting
explicitly the dependence of the density energy E4D on the
mass�, to stress the fact that the 4D scalar field is massive.

We perform explicitly the integrals in the Appendix
obtaining

E 4Dð�Þ ¼ ��2

8�
� 1
l

X1
N¼1

1

N2
K�2ð2Nl�Þ; (10)

where K is the modified Bessel function of second type.
The Casimir force is obtained from the Casimir energy
simply deriving with respect to the separation between the
plates: F4D ¼ �@E4D=@l, thus

f4Dð�Þ ¼ � �2

8�2

�
1

l2
X1
N¼1

1

N2
K2ð2Nl�Þ

� 2�

l

X1
N¼1

1

N
K3ð2Nl�Þ

�
; (11)

where a property of the derivative of the Bessel function

has been used. In general, this expression can not be
simplified further and usually people computes it numeri-
cally for a given value of the mass�. For the massless case,
� ¼ 0, however, the expression can be simplified to yield

f4Dð0Þ ¼ � �2

480

1

l4
; (12)

in which the appropriate approximation for small argument
of the Bessel functions has been used and then the identi-
fication of a zeta function allows to evaluate the result.

B. Green’s function approach

In the Green’s function approach, once we are armed
with the eigenfunctions (4) and (5), we can express the
Green’s function G4D for the problem ðhþ
�2ÞG4Dðx; x0Þ ¼ ��ðx� x0Þ, subject to Dirichlet bound-
ary conditions at z ¼ 0, l, as

G4Dðx; x0Þ ¼
Y
i¼1;2

Z
dki�

�
i ðxiÞ�iðx0iÞ

�
Z d!

2�
e�i!ðt�t0Þgðz; z0Þ; (13)

gðz; z0Þ ¼ X1
N¼1

��
NðzÞ�Nðz0Þ
N2�2

l2
� k23

; (14)

with � denoting complex conjugation and g the so-called
reduced Green’s function. Notice that this expression of the
Green function is valid only in the region between the
plates. Now given the relation between the vacuum expec-
tation value of the time ordered product of fields and the
Green’s function, hT½�ðxÞ�ðx0Þ�i ¼ 1

i G4Dðx; x0Þ, the force

per unit area on either plate can be obtained from the
vacuum expectation value of the energy momentum tensor
T�� ¼ @��@��� ���L with L ¼ 1

2@��@��� 1
2�

2�2.

Since upon integration over all space the term ���L
does not contribute by virtue of the Klein-Gordon’s
Eq. (1), one gets

finð�Þ ¼ hTin
zzi ¼ lim

x0!x
@z@z0G4Dðx; x0Þjz¼0;l (15)

¼ Y
i¼1;2

Z
dki�

�
i ðxiÞ�iðxiÞ

Z d!

2�
lim
z0!z

@z@z0gðz; z0Þjz¼0;l:

(16)

In the coincident limit, ��
i ðxiÞ�iðxiÞ ¼ 1

2� and so the de-

pendence on xi, i ¼ 1, 2, drops out, which should have
been expected from the translational invariance of the
parallel plates configuration along the xi, i ¼ 1, 2,
directions.
Combining (5) together with (14) allows us to obtain the

explicit form of gðz; z0Þ, which upon substitution in (16)
and after the change of variables, ! ! i	 and k21 þ k22 þ
	2 ! �2 produces
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finð�Þ ¼ 1

l

Z dk1dk2
ð2�Þ2

Z d	

2�

X1
N¼1

�2N2

l2

�2 þ�2 þ �2N2

l2

: (17)

This allows us to read (ki; 	) as three-dimensional
Cartesian coordinates. This is not the final answer, because
so far we have only considered the force to the left of z ¼ l
or to the right of z ¼ 0; actually the integral (17) diverges.
We also have to include the flux of momentum for instance
to the right of z ¼ l. We shall not elaborate on this issue,
for our purpose it is enough to mention that the normal-

normal component of the stress tensor at z ¼ l is hTout
zz i ¼

i
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ�2

p
=2 [46]. The net forces at z ¼ l produce finally

f4Dð�Þ ¼ 1

2

Z dk1dk2
ð2�Þ2

Z d	

2�

�
2

l

X1
N¼1

�2N2

l2

�2 þ�2 þ �2N2

l2

þ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ�2

q �
: (18)

We compute this integral explicitly in the Appendix, ob-
taining again the expression (11) for the 4D Casimir force.
We could use the easier argument based on the disconti-
nuity of the derivative of the reduced Green’s function g
above. Of course, the same f4D results from the disconti-
nuity of the zz component of the energy momentum tensor
on either plate at z ¼ 0, l.

Notice that in order to obtain the force, the Green’s
function method includes a ‘‘bit’’ more of information
than the previously used in the zeta function regularization
method. We have used again the eigenvalues through the
dispersion relations but we have also used explicitly the
eigenfunctions and not only the mode structure. However,
upon integration of the modes �i, i ¼ 1, 2, the real input is
again only the modes structure as in the zeta regularization
method loosing the bit of extra information. This property
of the Green’s method is the one that makes it equivalent to
the zeta function regularization method. For instance, in
the models with extra dimensions, as we will discuss, the
eigenfunctions depending on the extra coordinates give us
information about the localization of the field modes;
however, since at the end these eigenfunctions are inte-
grated out, the information on the localization is in some
sense ‘‘lost.’’ This is in agreement with our concept of
consistent compactifications, for which the extra-
dimensional coordinates must disappear explicitly (see
for instance [47], and references therein).

It is straightforward to generalize the result of the 4D
Casimir force to a (dþ 2)D Minkowski spacetime (see the
Appendix). In this case the scalar field is bound by hyper-
planes of d dimensions and the force per unit
d-dimensional volume between the hyperplanes is given
by [41]

fðdþ2ÞDð�Þ ¼ �2

�
�

4�

�ðdþ2Þ=2� 3

lðdþ2Þ=2
X1
N¼1

1

Nðdþ2Þ=2

� Kðdþ2Þ=2ð2Nl�Þ

þ 2�

ld=2

X1
N¼1

1

Nd=2
Kd=2ð2Nl�Þ

�
: (19)

For the forthcoming analysis, it is convenient to notice that
this expression has the following limit values:

lim
�!0

fðdþ2ÞDð�Þ ¼ � d

ldþ2ð4�Þðdþ2Þ=2 �
�
dþ 2

2

�

ðdþ 2Þ;

(20)

and

lim
�!1fðdþ2ÞDð�Þ ! 0: (21)

Once we have reviewed the way in which each method
gives origin to the Casimir force, let us continue with the
extra dimensions models.

III. UNIVERSAL EXTRA DIMENSIONS

A. The model

The Casimir force in a universal extra dimension (UXD)
scenario [48] was considered in [14] for the case of a
massless scalar field to probe the possible existence and
size of an additional spatial dimension which is compacti-
fied on a S1=Z2 orbifold. This geometry restricts the pos-
sible vacuum fluctuations of the scalar field to have a wave
vector along the extra dimension of the form kn ¼ n=R,
with kn being the wave vectors in the direction of the
universal extra dimension and R the radius of S1.
Let us start with the five-dimensional (5D) action for a

massive scalar field

S ¼ 1

2

Z
d4x

Z �

0
Rd�

ffiffiffi
g

p ðg�
@��ðx; �Þ@
�ðx; �Þ
�m2

5�
2ðx; �ÞÞ: (22)

Here, x� ¼ ðx�; R�Þ are the coordinates with � ¼ ð�; 4Þ
and � ¼ 0; . . . ; 3 are the indexes of our 4D spacetime. m5

is the mass of the 5D field. �R is the size of the extra
dimensions, and g�
 is the inverse of the metric defined by
the interval

ds25 ¼ ���dx
�dx� � R2d�2: (23)

In this metric, the 5D Klein-Gordon equation reads

h4�� 1

R2
@2��þm2

5� ¼ 0; (24)

which separates through �ðx; R�Þ ¼ �ðxÞc ð�Þ into
ð@2� þm2

�R
2Þc ð�Þ ¼ 0; (25)

h4�þ ðm2
5 þm2

�Þ�ðxÞ ¼ 0: (26)
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When the extra dimension is Kaluza-Klein–type, the only
condition on the fields is: �ðx; �Þ ¼ �ðx; �þ 2�Þ, which
allows for a Fourier expansion taking the form

�ðx; �Þ ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�R

p �ð0ÞðxÞ þ X1
n¼1

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

�R

s
½�ðnÞðxÞ cosðn�Þ

þ �ðnÞðxÞ sinðn�Þ�: (27)

When the extra dimension is instead an orbifold S1=Z2,
there is an additional parity condition on the 5D scalar
field: �ðx; �Þ ¼ ��ðx;��Þ. In this case it is clear that the
modes of the scalar field have definite parity, they are either
even, denoted by (þ ), or odd, denoted by (� ). Explicitly,
they are

�ðx; �Þþ ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�R

p �ð0ÞðxÞ þ X1
n¼1

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

�R

s
�ðnÞðxÞ cosðn�Þ;

(28)

�ðx; �Þ� ¼ X1
n¼1

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

�R

s
�ðnÞðxÞ sinðn�Þ: (29)

In models of extra dimensions, the zero mode is associated
with the lower dimensional physics, and, as a consequence,
we need to consider the even modes if we want to repro-
duce the lower dimensional physics. Therefore, we impose
the additional parity condition �ðx;��Þ ¼ þ�ðx; �Þ on
the 5D scalar field which leave us with the set of 4D scalars

field f�ð0ÞðxÞ; �ðnÞðxÞg. These fields satisfy the effective 4D
equations

h4�
ð0ÞðxÞ þm2

5�
ð0ÞðxÞ ¼ 0; (30)

h4�
ðnÞðxÞ þ

�
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

�
�ðnÞðxÞ ¼ 0: (31)

We interpret to the zero mode �ð0ÞðxÞ as a 4D massive
scalar field of mass m5 and to each mode of the Kaluza-

Klein tower�ðnÞðxÞ as 4D massive scalar fields of massm4,
given by

m4 �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

s
; n 2 N [ f0g: (32)

The modes for the coordinate � are simply

c 0ð�Þ ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�R

p and c nð�Þ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

�R

s
cosðn�Þ: (33)

This means that the zero mode field is constant along the
extra dimension whereas the massive modes are distributed
harmonically in that direction.

B. Zeta function approach

In [14], the zeta function method was used to compute
the Casimir force associated to a 5D massless scalar field.
Here, we consider a 5D massive scalar field. As we have
mentioned, in this formalism the relevant quantities are the
frequency of the vacuum fluctuations and the modes struc-
ture, so if we decompose the 4D fields (i.e. the zero mode
and the Kaluza-Klein tower) in the same way as in Eqs. (2)
to (5), the energy per unit 3-volume (L2 � �R) of the
hyperplanes is

E UXDðm5Þ ¼ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

� X1
N¼1;n¼0

!ki;N;nðm4Þ

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

X1
n¼0

!ki;k3;nðm4Þ
�
; (34)

where

!ki;N;nðm4Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ

�
�N

l

�
2 þ n2

R2
þm2

5

s
; (35)

!ki;k3;nðm4Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ k23 þ

n2

R2
þm2

5

s
; (36)

and the mass m4 is given by (32).
In order to get EUXD, we do not have to compute any-

thing, we already have the answer. Notice that we can
rewrite Eq. (34) as follows:

E UXDðm5Þ ¼ E4Dðm4jn¼0Þ þ
X1
n¼1

E4Dðm4Þ; (37)

where E4Dðm5Þ is given by (7) and whose analytical ex-
pression after integration is (10). Deriving this expression
with respect to the separation between hyperplanes, we
finally get

fUXDðm5Þ ¼ f4Dðm5Þ þ
X1
n¼1

f4Dðm4Þ; (38)

which reads

fUXDðm5Þ ¼ � m2
5

8�2

�
3

l2
X1
N¼1

1

N2
K2ð2Nlm5Þ þ 2m5

l

� X1
N¼1

1

N
K1ð2Nlm5Þ

�
� 1

8�2

X1
n¼1

�
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

�

�
�
3

l2
X1
N¼1

1

N2
K2

�
2Nl

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

s �

þ 2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

5 þ n2

R2

q
l

X1
N¼1

1

N
K1

�
2Nl

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

s ��
:

For the massless case (m5 ¼ 0) [14], one obtains
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fUXDðm5 ¼ 0Þ ¼ � �2

480

1

l4
þ X1

n¼1

f4D

�
n

R

�

¼ � �2

480

1

l4
� 1

8�2

X1
n¼1

n2

R2

�
3

l2

X1
N¼1

1

N2

� K2

�
2Nl

n

R

�
þ 2n

lR

X1
N¼1

1

N
K1

�
2Nl

n

R

��
:

(39)

In the setting with only one extra dimension, a good
agreement with the data can only be obtained if the radius
of such dimension is smaller than R � 10 nm [14]. This
bound is weaker than others obtained from high energy
physics which are around 10�9 nm.

C. Green’s function approach

Consider now the 5D Green’s function expressed in
terms of the eigenfunctions (33)

G5Dðx; �; x0; �0Þ ¼
X1
n¼0

c nð�Þc nð�0ÞG4D

�
x; x0;m2

5 þ
n2

R2

�
;

(40)

where G4D is the 4D Green’s function given by (13). In
terms of it, the Casimir force between the hyperplanes is

fUXD ¼ 1

L2

Z
d~x?

Z �

0
Rd�

ffiffiffi
g

p ½hTin
zzijz¼l � hTout

zz ijz¼l�;
(41)

where

hTin=out
zz ijz¼l ¼ 1

2i
@z@z0G

in=out
5D ðx; �; x0; �0Þjxi!x0i;�!�0 : (42)

Just as with the zeta function method, we do not have to
compute that much to get the answer. Notice that the 5D
Green’s function can be rewritten in terms of the 4D one in
the way

G5Dðx; �; x0; �0Þ ¼ c 0ð�Þc 0ð�0ÞG4Dðx; x0;m2
5Þ

þ X1
n¼1

c nð�Þc nð�0ÞG4D

�
x; x0;m2

5 þ
n2

R2

�
;

(43)

and the expectation value (42) can be rewritten in terms of
the expectation values in 4D

hTin=out
zz ijz¼l ¼ c 2

0ð�Þ
1

2i
@z@z0G

in=out
4D ðx; x0Þjxi!x0i

þ X1
n¼1

c 2
nð�Þ 12i @z@z0G

in=out
4D ðx; x0Þjxi!x0i :

(44)

Substituting this expression in (41), we can rewrite the
force in terms of the Casimir force for scalars fields in 4D

fUXDðm5Þ ¼ f4Dðm5Þ
Z �

0
Rd�c 2

0ð�Þ

þ X1
n¼1

f4D

�
m2

5 þ
n2

R2

�Z �

0
Rd�c 2

nð�Þ: (45)

Because both integrals in � are equal to 1, we get exactly
the expression (38). We conclude that in the case of one
universal extra dimension, the effective Casimir forces
obtained by both methods coincide. Notice that he force
we have computed is the force per unit volume, i.e. the
force per unit area (L2) of the plates and per unit length in
the extra dimension. Physically, what we have is a couple
of three-dimensional plates, with one dimension stretching
along the extra dimension, but both embedded in four
spatial dimensions. Such a setting is referred to as having
plates of codimension one. An extension of this idea to
Randall-Sundrum models actually holds and is what we
show next.

IV. RANDALL-SUNDRUM II-p MODELS

The interest in the Randall-Sundrum II-p models comes
from its property of localizing not only scalar and gravity
fields but also gauge fields whenever there are p extra
compact dimensions [45,49,50]. In the case of p ¼ 0, the
model only localizes scalar and gravity fields. The model
corresponds to a (3þ p)-brane with p compact dimensions
and positive tension �, embedded in a (5þ p) spacetime
whose metrics are two patches of anti-de Sitter (AdS5þp)

of curvature radius ��1

ds25þp ¼ e�2�jyj
�
���dx

�dx� � Xp
j¼1

R2
jd�j

�
� dy2: (46)

The Casimir force for a massless scalar field in the RSII
setup (p ¼ 0) was computed in [16] using the zeta function
regularization method; whereas, in [17] the Casimir force
was computed for both a massive and a massless scalar
field in the RSII-1 model and then generalized to the
RSII-p model by means of the Green’s function approach
in [18] and using the zeta function method in [19].
However, their results turned out different and seemingly
depended on the method adopted—a situation clearly un-
acceptable. Here, we will show that such difference was
originated by an erroneous hypervolume factor for the
plates considered in the setting in [17,18]. We shall restrict
ourselves to the case of a higher dimensional massless
scalar field. The interested reader in the massive case can
see [18] performing the corresponding modifications. A
related calculation of the Casimir effect in de Sitter and
anti-de Sitter braneworlds can be found in [51].

A. The mode structure

Let us consider the (5þ p)D action for a massless scalar
field � in the RSII-p metric (46)
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S ¼ 1

2

Z
d4x

Yp
j¼1

Rjd�jdy
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
jgj

q
g�
@��@
�: (47)

Here, X� � ðx�; Ri�i; yÞ where x� are the coordinates of
our 4D spacetime, the p coordinates �i are associated to the
p compact S1’s, and y is the noncompact coordinate trans-
verse to the brane which is placed at y ¼ 0. The field
equation for the scalar field is given by

e2�jyjh4�� e2�jyj
Xp
j¼1

1

R2
j

@2�j�� 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g
p @y½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
@y�� ¼ 0;

(48)

which separates through �ðXÞ ¼ ’ðxÞQp
j¼1 �jð�jÞc ðyÞ

into

ð@2�j þm2
�j
R2
j Þ�jð�jÞ ¼ 0; j ¼ 1; . . . ; p; (49)

ð@2y � ð4þ pÞ� sgnðyÞ@y þm2e2�jyjÞc ðyÞ ¼ 0; (50)

ðh4 þm2
4Þ’ðxÞ ¼ 0: (51)

The (pþ 1) separation constants with units of mass, m�j

and m, correspond to the spectra of the modes for the
compact and noncompact dimensions, respectively. They
give rise in turn to the effective mass, m4, of the 4D modes
in (51) through: m2

4 �
Pp

j¼1 m
2
�j
þm2.

To find mode solutions to the above equations we shall
incorporate three types of boundary conditions: (a) To
implement the presence of the plates in (4þ p)-space,
we simply set ’ðz ¼ 0; lÞ ¼ 0. The eigenfunctions and
eigenvalues for this Dirichlet boundary conditions were
already discussed in Sec. II. (b) To match the modes across
the brane along the noncompact dimension, we impose
c ðy ¼ 0þÞ ¼ c ðy ¼ 0�Þ and @yc ðy ¼ 0þÞ ¼ @yc ðy ¼
0�Þ. (c) To account for the compactness of the p dimen-
sions, we set �njð�jÞ ¼ �njð�j þ 2�Þ. Here, we obtain

explicitly the plates represented by two parallel planes in
3 space but stretching along the extra dimensions.

The allowed modes for the noncompact dimension are
now a massless zero mode localized on the brane

c 0 ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ð2þ pÞ�

2

s
; (52)

which satisfies the normalization condition,

Z 1

�1
dye�ðpþ2Þ�jyjc 2

0 ¼ 1: (53)

The localization comes from the fact that the 4D effective

profile of the modes is given by ~c 0 ¼ e�ðpþ2Þ�jyj=2c 0

which clearly is localized on the brane. The massive modes
have the form

c mðyÞ ¼ eðð4þpÞ=2Þ�y
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
m

2�

r �
amJ�

�
me�y

�

�
þ bmN�

�
me�y

�

��
;

m > 0: (54)

Here, J� and N� are the Bessel and Neumann functions,

respectively. � ¼ 4þp
2 and the coefficients am and bm are

given by

am ¼ � Amffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ A2

m

p ; bm ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ A2

m

p ; (55)

where

Am ¼ N��1ðm�Þ
J��1ðm�Þ

: (56)

Notice that in this case, the localization of the massive
modes on the brane is better for increasing p, since the

modes are modulated exponentially in the form e�p�jyj=2.
The normalization condition for the massive modes is

Z 1

�1
dye�ðpþ2Þ�jyjc mðyÞc m0 ðyÞ ¼ �ðm�m0Þ: (57)

The modes in �j are:

�njð�jÞ ¼
1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

2�Rj

p einj�j ; where nj ¼ m�jRj 2 Z:

(58)

Therefore, the contributions of the extra compact dimen-
sions to m4, are given in terms of m2

�j
¼ n2j=R

2
j

m2
4 ¼

Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2: (59)

B. Zeta function approach

In analogy with the cases studied above and due to the
fact that the modes behave differently for the zero mode
(52) and for the Kaluza-Klein modes (54), the energy
density per unit of (pþ 3) volume ðL2 �Qp

j¼1ð2�RjÞ �
2

ðpþ3Þ�Þ for the scalar field is

ERSIIp ¼ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

X
fng

�X1
N¼1

!ki;N;njðm4Þ

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!ki;k3;njðm4Þ
�
þ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

�
Z 1

0

dm

�

X
fng

�X1
N¼1

!ki;N;nj;mðm4Þ

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!ki;k3;nj;mðm4Þ
�
; (60)

where m4 is given by (59), fng denotes the set
fn1; n2; . . . ; npjn1 2 Z; . . . ; np 2 Zg and the dispersion re-
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lations are

!ki;N;nj;mðm4Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ

�
�N

l

�
2 þ Xp

j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2

vuut ;

(61)

and

!ki;k3;nj;mðm4Þ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ k23 þ

Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2

vuut : (62)

It is important to stress that in this case each one of the
different p sums in nj goes from�1 to1 and not as in the

UXD case from 0 to 1. The reason is that here, we are
considering the Kaluza-Klein tower associated to S1;
whereas, in the UXD case the tower is due to the orbifold
S1=Z2. In fact, the Kaluza-Klein tower of S1 is two copies
the Kaluza-Klein tower of S1=Z2.

Regarding the integration on the continuous massive
modes m, it is possible to take advantage of the following
trick:

Z 1

0
dmfðmÞ ¼ 1

2

Z 1

�1
dmfðmÞ ¼ �

Z 1

�1
dm

2�
fðmÞ;

(63)

which is valid whenever the function f be even: fð�mÞ ¼
fðmÞ. Because of the fact that the frequency !ðmÞ satisfies
this condition, one can consider the integration on m at the
same footing that the integrals on ki, i ¼ 1, 2. As a con-
sequence after integration, the result is simply

E RSIIpð0Þ ¼
X
fng

�
E4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2

vuut �
þ �

�
E5D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2

vuut ��
;

(64)

where E5Dð�Þ can be obtained from (A8) and whose ana-
lytical expression after integration can be obtained from
(A10). Deriving this expression with respect to the sepa-
ration between hyperplanes, one gets

fRSIIpð0Þ ¼
X
fng

�
f4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2

vuut �
þ �

�
f5D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2

vuut ��
:

(65)

Interpretation of this result is straightforward, as the first
term corresponds to an infinite sum of 4D Casimir forces,
one of the terms corresponds to the Casimir force due to a
massless scalar field (the one corresponding to the zero
mode of all the p compact extra dimensions), plus an
infinite sum of 4D Casimir forces corresponding to mas-
sive scalar fields (where the mass corresponds to all differ-
ent combinations where there is at least a non zero mode),
and the second term comes from the non zero modes of the
noncompact extra dimensions and corresponds to a sum of

5D Casimir forces. Some examples previously discussed in
the literature are
(i) Case p ¼ 0.

In this case we simply have [16]

fRSIIð0Þ ¼ f4Dð0Þ þ �

�
f5Dð0Þ: (66)

At this point you can think units do not match, but
they do because f4 is a force per unit area and f5 is a
force per unit volume. Explicitly, we have

fRSIIð0Þ ¼ � �2

480

1

l4

�
1þ 45

4�3

ð5Þ 1

�l

�
: (67)

(ii) Case p ¼ 1.
In this case we have [19]

fRSII1ð0Þ ¼
X1

n¼�1

�
f4D

�
n

R

�
þ �

�
f5D

�
n

R

��

¼ f4Dð0Þ þ �

�
f5Dð0Þ þ 2

X1
n¼0

�
f4D

�
n

R

�

þ �

�
f5D

�
n

R

��
: (68)

C. Green’s function approach

Let us now apply the Green’s function method to the
RSII-p models. As we have discussed, the force between
the plates is obtained by integrating over coordinates ‘‘lat-
eral’’ to the plates. In this case, ~x?, y, �j due to the fact that
the normal-normal component of vacuum energy momen-
tum tensor in 3þ 1þ p spatial dimensions has physical
units of force per unit of ‘‘volume’’ of 2þ 1þ p space:

F ¼
Z A

0
d~x?

Z 1

�1
dy

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
jgplatej

q �Yp
j¼1

Z 2�

0
Rd�j

�

� ½hTin
zzijz¼l � hTout

zz ijz¼l�; (69)

where A is the area of the planes forming the plates in 3
space and gplates is the induced metric on the physical plate

located a z ¼ l. Since the physical plate is a surface of
(pþ 2)D, the

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
gplates

p
contributes an exponential of

��jyjðpþ 2Þ. Instead of this factor, the exponential in
[17,18] contained an erroneous power given by��jyjðpþ
3Þ.
The vacuum expectation values and the Green’s function

are related to the normal-normal components of the vac-
uum energy momentum tensor through

hTin=out
zz ijz¼l ¼ 1

2i
@z@z0G

in=out
ð5þpÞD

� ðx; y; �; x0; y0; �0Þjx?!x0?;z!z0¼l;�j!�0j : (70)

As in the previous cases, we can rewrite the (5þ p)D
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Green’s function in terms of the 4D Green’s function

Gð5þpÞDðx; y; �; x0; y0; �0Þ ¼
X
fng

Yp
j¼1

��
njð�jÞ�njð�0jÞc 0ðyÞc 0ðy0ÞG4Dðx; x0;m4jm¼0Þ

þX
fng

Z dm

�

Yp
j¼1

��
njð�jÞ�njð�0jÞc mðyÞc mðy0ÞG4Dðx; x0;m4Þ; (71)

where m4 is given by (59). Introducing this expression in
(70) and then in (69), we obtain

f ¼ X
fng
f4Dðm4jm¼0Þ

Z 1

�1
dye�2�jyjðpþ2Þc 2

0

þX
fng

Z dm

�
f4Dðm4Þ

Z 1

�1
dye�2�jyjðpþ2Þc 2

mðyÞ: (72)

But by virtue of the relations (53) and (57), the dependence
on the y coordinate drops out completely obtaining

f ¼ X
fng
f4Dðm4jm¼0Þ þ

X
fng

Z 1

0

dm

�
f4Dðm4Þ: (73)

This expression coincides exactly with the one obtained by
the zeta function method (65) once one performs the trick
(63).

Before ending this section, some comments are in order.
Notice that there is no factor depending on the number of
compact dimensions p in front of the effective 4D Casimir
force, as it was reported in [17,18]. Also, because the
integration in the noncompact extra dimension has been
carried out, it is not longer necessary to evaluate the
eigenfunctions c mðyÞ on the brane. In fact, the contribu-
tion of the whole size of the plates in the y direction has
been considered.

V. RANDALL-SUNDRUM Ip MODELS

A. Mode structure

As a final example, we discuss the case of a bulk scalar
field in a RSI-p model. In this case the metric is given
again by (46), but this time the coordinate y is compact
(0 � y � �r). Thus, the setup allows two (3þ p)-branes
to lie, respectively, at y ¼ 0, �r. The Casimir effect for a
massless scalar field in this model was computed using the
zeta function method for p ¼ 0 in [16] and for arbitrary p
in [19]. We address this problem here for a massive scalar
field of mass �. As it is well known [52], when the higher
dimensional scalar field is massive there does not exist a
zero mode solution of the equations of motion with simple
Neumann or Dirichlet boundary conditions. In order to
overcome this problem, it is necessary to modify the
boundary action and include boundary mass terms

S ¼ S� þ SBrane; (74)

S� ¼ 1

2

Z
d4xdy

Yp
j¼1

Rjd�j
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p ðgMN@M�@N���2�2Þ;

(75)

SBrane ¼ �
Z

d4xdy
Yp
j¼1

Rjd�j
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�g

p
2b�½�ðyÞ

� �ðy� �rÞ��2; (76)

where b is a dimensionless constant parametrization the
boundary mass in units of �. The SBrane allows to imple-
ment various boundary conditions corresponding to differ-
ent mode’s localizations in the y direction as we explain
now. The resulting field equations are, by letting
�ðx; y; �jÞ ¼ ’ðxÞc ðyÞQp

j¼1 �jð�jÞ,
ð@2�j þm2

�j
R2
j Þ�jð�jÞ ¼ 0; (77)

ð@2y � ð4þ pÞ� sgnðyÞ@y þm2e2�jyj ��2 � b�ð�ðyÞ
� �ðy� �rÞÞÞc ðyÞ ¼ 0; (78)

ðh4 þm2
4Þ�ðxÞ ¼ 0; (79)

withm�j ,m separations constants so that the effective mass

of the scalar field can be read as m2
4
:¼¼ m2

�j
þm2.

Eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of the p coordinates �j
are given by (58) and we do not elaborate further on them.
In the y direction, the eigenfunctions are accounted for by
subjecting them to the modified Neumann boundary con-
ditions �

@c

@y
� b� sgnðyÞc

�
y¼0;�r

¼ 0: (80)

If we write the higher dimensional mass in units of �, i.e.
�2 � a�2, the above equations depend on the two arbi-
trary mass parameters: a and b. For generic values of these
parameters, there are not solutions to the boundary con-

ditions; however, if b ¼ �� � where � ¼ 4þp
2 and � �ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

�2 þ a
p

, a zero mode solution exists. Assuming � to be
real, the only free parameter has a range�1< b<1 and
using it, the scalar zero mode can be localized anywhere in
the bulk
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c 0ðyÞ ¼

8>>>><
>>>>:

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiðb�½��1�Þ�
ðe2ðb�½��1�Þ��r�1Þ

q
eðb�½��1�Þ�y; b� ½�� 1�> 0 localized in IR brane

1ffiffiffiffiffiffi
2�r

p ; b� ½�� 1� ¼ 0 no localizationffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffijb�½��1�j�
ð1�e�2jb�½��1�j��rÞ

q
eðb�½��1�Þ�y; b� ½�� 1�< 0 localized inUV brane

; (81)

which satisfies the normalization condition

Z �r

0
dye�ð2þpÞ�jyjc 2

0ðyÞ ¼ 1: (82)

These results generalize the case p ¼ 0 ( ) � ¼ 2) [52].
As for the massive modes, we have

c mðyÞ ¼ e��y
�
c1J�

�
m

�
e�y

�
þ c2Y�

�
m

�
e�y

��
; (83)

where c1;2 are arbitrary constants and J�, Y� are Bessel’s

functions of order �. Imposing the boundary conditions in
the low energy regime m<<� with large r, �r >>1
allows us to obtain the approximated Kaluza-Klein mass
spectrum

mn

�
¼

�
nþ �

2
� 3

4

�
�e���r; n ¼ 1; 2 � � � : (84)

Thus, we have that the 4D mass is given by

m2
4 ¼

8<
:
Pp

j¼1

n2j
R2
j

; n¼ 0;

Pp
j¼1

n2j
R2
j

þ
�
nþ �

2 � 3
4

�
2
�2�2e�2��r; n¼ 1;2 � � �

:

(85)

The constants in (83) are chosen in such a way that the
orthogonality relations are

Z �r

0
dye�ð2þpÞ�jyjc mðyÞc m0 ðyÞ ¼ �mm0 : (86)

B. Zeta function approach

Now the energy density per unit of (pþ 3) volume of

the plate, which is given by ðL2 �Qp
j¼1ð2�RjÞ � 2

ðpþ3Þ� �
ð1� e�ðpþ3Þ��rÞÞ, takes the form

ERSIp ¼ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

X
fnjg

�X1
N¼1

!ki;N;nj

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

�

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!ki;k3;nj

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

��
þ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

� X
n¼1

X
fnjg

�X1
N¼1

!ki;N;nj;m

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2
n

�

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!ki;k3;nj;m

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2
n

��
; (87)

where fnjg denotes the set fn1; n2; . . . ; npjn1 2
Z; . . . ; np 2 Zg

!ki;N;nj;mn

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2

�

�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ

�
�N

l

�
2 þ Xp

j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2
n

vuut ; (88)

and

!ki;k3;nj;mn

�Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2
n

�

�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k21 þ k22 þ k23 þ

Xp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

þm2
n

vuut : (89)

Next, upon integrating, we have

E RSIpð�Þ ¼ X
fnjg

�
E4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

vuut �

þ X1
n¼1

E4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2
þm2

n

vuut ��
; (90)

where E4D is given by (10). Deriving this expression with
respect to the separation between plates, one gets

fRSIpð�Þ ¼ X
fnjg

�
f4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2
j

vuut �

þ X1
n¼1

f4D

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiXp
j¼1

n2j

R2
þm2

n

vuut ��
: (91)

As a particular case, we have � ¼ p ¼ 0 [16]

fRSIpð0Þ ¼ f4Dð0Þ þ
X1
n¼1

f4D

��
nþ 1

4

�
�e���r

�

¼ � �2

480l4
� e�2��r

8

X1
n¼1

�
nþ 1

4

�
2
�
3

l2
X1
N¼1

1

N2
K2

�
�
2Nl

�
nþ 1

4

�
�e���r

�
þ 2

l

�
nþ 1

4

�
�e���r

� X1
N¼1

1

N
K1

�
2Nl

�
nþ 1

4

�
�e���r

��
: (92)
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C. Green’s function approach

Once again the calculation using the Green’s function method relies on the fact that the (5þ p)D Greens function can be
written in terms of the 4D Green’s function via

Gð5þpÞDðx; y; �; x0; y0; �0Þ ¼
X
fnjg

Yp
j¼1

��
njð�jÞ�njð�0jÞc 0ðyÞc 0ðy0ÞG4Dðx; x0;m4jm¼0Þ

þX
fnjg

X1
n¼1

Yp
j¼1

��
njð�jÞ�njð�0jÞc nðyÞc nðy0ÞG4Dðx; x0;m4Þ; (93)

where m4 is given by (85). Introducing this expression in
(70) and then in (69), we obtain

f ¼ X
fnjg

f4Dðm4jm¼0Þ
Z �r

0
dye�2�jyjðpþ2Þc 2

0

þX
fnjg

X1
n¼1

f4Dðm4Þ
Z �r

0
dye�2�jyjðpþ2Þc 2

mðyÞ: (94)

And now, by virtue of the orthogonality relations, Eqs. (82)
and (86), the dependence on the y coordinate drops out to
yield

f ¼ X
fng
f4Dðm4ðfnjg; n ¼ 0ÞÞ þX

fng

X
n¼1

f4Dðm4ðfnjg; nÞÞ:

(95)

This expression coincides exactly with the one obtained by
the zeta function regularization method, Eq. (91).

VI. DISCUSSION

The old idea that our world is embedded in a spacetime
with dimension higher than four has reemerged in brane
world models which have revealed windows to look for
deviations from standard physics mostly in high energy
physics [8,9] and cosmology (e.g. [10–13]). Nevertheless,
low energy tests may also provide some insight into pos-
sible imprints of extra dimensions including, in particular,
the Casimir force [14–34]. Such force is sensitive to the
mode structure of the field which in turn depends on the
features of the background spacetime and bounds can be
set for the values of the parameters of given brane world
models which produce Casimir forces deviating from
known data beyond the corresponding uncertainties.

To determine the Casimir force, one can made use of
either of two well known approaches: Green’s function and
zeta function. In the case of flat spacetimes both ap-
proaches yield the same result (see eg. [46]); however,
for brane worlds one usually assumes this is the case. In
this work we have actually shown Green’s function and
zeta function yield the same Casimir force for the case of
universal extra dimensions and Randall-Sundrum models
with one or two branes added by p compact dimensions.
These results correct, in particular, an erroneous difference

between the Casimir force obtained by Green’s function
technique [17,18] and the one obtained from zeta function
[16,19] for a massless scalar field in the case of a single
brane Randall-Sundrum scenario added by p compact
dimensions. The origin of the difference in this case was
due to an incorrect hypervolume for the plates subject to
the Casimir force in [17,18].
The coincidence of the above two approaches to the

Casimir force can be understood as follows. Although the
Green’s function technique involves further details of the
mode decomposition of the corresponding fields, it is due
to their orthogonality relations which involve the correct
hypervolume factor of the plates that one can literally
eliminate the mode eigenfunctions from the Casimir force.
This is neatly seen in the case of UXD, Eq. (45). This holds
similarly for the cases of RSII-p and RSI-p, as can be seen
from Eqs. (72) and (94), respectively.
Hence, given the equivalence of the zeta function and

Green’s function to determine the Casimir force in
Randall-Sundrum and universal extra dimensions models,
one can conclude that localization of the field modes does
not play a role as far as the Casimir force is concerned. This
is so due to the fact that zeta function is actually insensitive
to the form of the mode eigenfunctions but only to disper-
sion relations. On the side of the Green’s function ap-
proach, while built explicitly on an eigenfunction
expansion, it loses them by virtue of the orthogonality
relations they fulfill which just absorbs the hypervolume
of the plates. This is reassuring since it has been noticed
that localizing all the fields of the standard model to the
brane located at y ¼ �R leads to problems with the phe-
nomenology of proton decay, flavor changing neutral cur-
rents effects and neutrino masses [52]. Indeed, although
originally the p extra compact dimensions were added to
the Randall-Sundrum models to produce localization of
gauge fields, such a feature seems not to be required
anymore.
It should be stressed an important pattern has put for-

ward in this work for the resulting Casimir force in brane
worlds, namely, it can be expressed as the sum of two terms
each one having the specific form of the 4D Casimir force:
the first one containing, in particular, the zero mode de-
fined by the extra dimensions and the second one including
the full Kaluza-Klein tower of massive modes. This feature
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simplified importantly the analysis and, in particular, al-
lowed to adopt the full machinery of previous results in
dþ 2 Minkowski spacetime [41].

It would be rather interesting to study other brane world
models to test the equivalence we have here proved be-
tween the zeta function and Green’s function approaches in
the calculation of the Casimir force. Indeed, it should be
possible to have a general proof of it at least for sufficiently
symmetric spacetimes [53].
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APPENDIX: CASIMIR FORCE IN Dþ 2
MINKOWSKI SPACETIME

In this appendix, we compute the Casimir force for a
massive scalar field of mass � in (dþ 2)-dimensional
Minkowski spacetime. We discuss the calculation using
the two methods we are interested in: the zeta function
method and the Green’s function method. Although for a
given mass � � 0 the force can be computed at the very
end only numerically, it is possible to give an analytical
expression of it for a generic mass. The aim to show this
computation is twofold: (i) to avoid unnecessary repeti-
tions of the calculation throughout the paper and (ii) to
allow us comparison with recent results in the literature.

1. Zeta function approach

This computation was originally discussed in [41] and
we adapt it here to our notation. Our starting point is
Eq. (7)

E ¼ Eplates � E0

L2

¼ 1

2

Y
i¼1;2

Z 1

�1
dki
2�

�X1
N¼1

!k1;k2;Nð�Þ

� l
Z 1

�1
dk3
2�

!k1;k2;k3ð�Þ
�
: (A1)

In terms of the integral

Idð�2Þ � 1

2

Z ddk

ð2�Þd
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2d þ �2

q
; (A2)

we can rewrite Eq. (A1) as

E ¼ X1
N¼1

Id¼2

�
N2�2

L2
þ�2

�
� lId¼3ð�2Þ: (A3)

In order to be general, we shall evaluate the Casimir energy

for a scalar field in D ¼ dþ 2 dimensional Minkowski
spacetime, between hyperplanes of dimension d. This
problem is known as the Casimir effect of codimension
one [41]

E dþ2 ¼
Eplates � E0

Ld
¼ X1

N¼1

Id

�
N2�2

l2
þ�2

�
� lIdþ1ð�2Þ:

(A4)

Using the Euler representation for the gamma function

�ðzÞ ¼ gz
Z 1

0
e�gttz�1dt; (A5)

the integral (A2) can be rewritten employing the
Schwinger proper time representation for the square root as

Idð�2Þ ¼ 1

2�ð�1=2Þ
Z ddk

ð2�Þd
Z 1

0

dt

t
t�1=2e�tðk2

d
þ�2Þ:

(A6)

Performing the Gaussian integral first and using (A5)
again, we have

Idð�2Þ ¼ � 1

2

1

ð4�Þðdþ1Þ=2 �
�
�dþ 1

2

�
�dþ1; (A7)

where we have used the value �ð� 1
2Þ ¼ �2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
.

Substituting this result in (A4), we obtain

Edþ2 ¼ � 1

2ð4�Þðdþ1Þ=2

�
�

�
�dþ 1

2

��
�

l

�
dþ1

� X1
N¼1

�
N2 þ l2�2

�2

�ðdþ1Þ=2 þ �ð� dþ2
2 Þ

�ð� 1
2Þ

l�dþ2

�
:

(A8)

In order to compute the sum, we use the Epstein-Hurwitz
function which is defined as


EHðs; a2Þ ¼
X1
N¼1

ðN2 þ a2Þ�s

¼ �ða2Þ�s

2
þ

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
�ðs� 1

2Þ
2�ðsÞ ða2Þð1=2Þ�s

þ 2�s

�ðsÞ ða
2Þ�ðs=2Þþð1=4Þ X1

n¼1

ns�ð1=2Þ

� Ks�ð1=2Þð2�n
ffiffiffiffiffi
a2

p
Þ; (A9)

where K is the modified Bessel function of second type. In

our case, s ¼ � dþ1
2 and a ¼ l�

� . It turns out that the second

term in (A9) cancels with the second term in (A8). Often
this cancellation is not performed explicitly but by an
equivalent argument the second term in the Epstein-
Hurwitz function is discarded [41]. This is why people
claim that in the zeta function regularization method it is
not necessary to subtract any quantity and that a finite
result comes directly considering only the first integral in
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(A1). The final expression for the energy is

E dþ2 ¼ � 1

2ð4�Þðdþ1Þ=2

�
� 1

2
�

�
�dþ 1

2

�
�dþ1 þ 2ffiffiffiffi

�
p

� �ðdþ2Þ=2

ld=2

X1
n¼1

1

nðdþ2Þ=2 K�ðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
:

(A10)

The first term is a constant energy and therefore we discard
it, because it does not contribute to the Casimir force.
Deriving the energy with respect to the separation l be-
tween the hyperplanes, we obtain the (dþ 2)-dimensional
Casimir force

fdþ2 ¼ �dEdþ2

dl

¼ 2

ð4�Þðdþ2Þ=2 �
ðdþ2Þ=2 d

dl

�
1

ld=2

X1
n¼1

1

nðdþ2Þ=2

� K�ðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
; (A11)

which can be evaluated explicitly. Using the properties
K��ðzÞ ¼ K�ðzÞ and z@zK�ðzÞ ¼ �zK��1ðzÞ � �K�ðzÞ,
we obtain finally

fðdþ2Þð�Þ ¼ �2

�
�

4�

�ðdþ2Þ=2� 1

lðdþ2Þ=2
X1
n¼1

1

nðdþ2Þ=2

� Kðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ � 2�

ld=2

X1
n¼1

1

nd=2

� Kðdþ4Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
: (A12)

In particular, we are interested in the 4D Casimir force,
which is obtained setting d ¼ 2 in the formula above

f4Dð�Þ ¼ � �2

8�2

�
1

l2
X1
n¼1

1

n2
K2ð2nl�Þ

� 2�

l

X1
n¼1

1

n
K3ð2nl�Þ

�
: (A13)

Sometimes this expression is presented in a slightly differ-
ent way, which can be obtained by using the identity

K�ðzÞ ¼ K��2ðzÞ þ 2ð��1Þ
z K��1ðzÞ

f4Dð�Þ ¼ �2

8�2

�
3

l2
X1
n¼1

1

n2
K2ð2nl�Þ

þ 2�

l

X1
n¼1

1

n
K1ð2nl�Þ

�
: (A14)

2. Green’s function approach

Our starting point is the integral (18), but in the spirit of
generality, in analogy with the zeta function method, we
allow to have d transverse dimensions, namely,

fðdþ2Þð�Þ ¼ 1

2

Z ddk

ð2�Þd
Z d	

2�

�
2

l

X1
k¼1

�2k2

l2

�2 þ�2 þ �2k2

l2

þ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ�2

q �
: (A15)

This integral can be performed straightforward in polar
coordinates, in terms of the volume of the unitary
d-dimensional sphere that we denote by volðSdÞ

Z ddk

ð2�Þd
Z d	

2�
! volðSdÞ

ð2�Þdþ1

Z 1

0
�dd�;

with volðSdÞ ¼ 2�ðdþ1Þ=2

�ðdþ1
2 Þ : (A16)

In polar coordinates, Eq. (5) is rewritten as

fðdþ2Þð�Þ ¼ volðSdÞ
2ð2�Þdþ1

�
2

l

X1
k¼1

�2k2

l2

Z 1

0
d�

�d

�2 þ�2 þ �2k2

l2

þ
Z 1

0
d��d

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
�2 þ�2

q �

¼ volðSdÞ�ðdþ1
2 Þ

4ð2�Þdþ1

�
2�ð1�d

2 Þ
l

X1
k¼1

�2k2

l2

�
�
�2 þ �2k2

l2

�ðd�1Þ=2 þ �ð� dþ2
2 Þ

�ð� 1
2Þ

�dþ2

�
;

(A17)

where we have used the result

Z 1

0
d�

�d

ð�2 þ cÞs ¼
1

2
�

�
dþ 1

2

�
�ðs� 1

2 � d
2Þ

�ðsÞ
� cðd=2Þþð1=2Þ�s; (A18)

with s ¼ 1 and c ¼ �2 þ �2k2

l2
in the first integral, and s ¼

�1=2 and c ¼ �2 in the second. The next step in the
computation is to notice that the two terms together in
(A17) can be rewritten in terms of the derivative of a
Epstein-Hurwitz function (A9). In order to show this con-
sider the infinite series in the first term which we shall
denote as S

S ¼ 1

l

X1
k¼1

�2k2

l2

�
�2 þ �2k2

l2

�ðd�1Þ=2

¼ � 1

dþ 1

�
�

l

�
dþ1 d

dl

X1
k¼1

�
k2 þ l2�2

�2

�ðd�1Þ=2
; (A19)

but the series written in this way is precisely the Epstein-
Hurwitz zeta function (A9). In terms of it

S ¼ � 1

dþ 1

�
�

l

�
dþ1 d

dl

EH

�
�dþ 1

2
;

�
l�

�

�
2
�
; (A20)
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and computing explicitly the derivative, we obtain

S ¼ � 1

dþ 1

1

�ðdþ1
2 Þ

�
�ð� dþ2

2 Þ
2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p �dþ2 þ 2ffiffiffiffi
�

p �ðdþ2Þ=2 d

dl

�
�
l�ðd=2Þ X1

n¼1

n�ðdþ2Þ=2K�ðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
��

: (A21)

Using the identity �ðdþ 1Þ�ð� dþ1
2 Þ ¼ 2�ð� d�1

2 Þ, and

since �ð� 1
2Þ ¼ �2

ffiffiffiffi
�

p
, we obtain finally

2S�
�
1� d

2

�
þ �ð� dþ2

2 Þ
�ð� 1

2Þ
�dþ2

¼ 2ffiffiffiffi
�

p �ðdþ2Þ=2 d

dl

�
�
l�ðd=2Þ X1

n¼1

n�ðdþ2Þ=2K�ðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
: (A22)

But these are precisely the terms inside the brackets in
Eq. (A17), so we get the result

fdþ2ð�Þ ¼ volðSdÞ�ðdþ1
2 Þ ffiffiffiffi

�
p

ð2�Þdþ2
�ðdþ2Þ=2 d

dl

�
�
l�ðd=2Þ X1

n¼1

n�ðdþ2Þ=2K�ðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
:

(A23)

We can evaluate explicitly the derivative. Using the prop-
erties K��ðzÞ ¼ K�ðzÞ and z@zK�ðzÞ ¼ �zK��1ðzÞ �
�K�ðzÞ and substituting the value of volðSdÞ, we obtain
finally

fðdþ2Þð�Þ ¼ �2

�
�

4�

�ðdþ2Þ=2� 1

lðdþ2Þ=2
X1
n¼1

1

nðdþ2Þ=2

� Kðdþ2Þ=2ð2nl�Þ � 2�

ld=2

X1
n¼1

1

nd=2

� Kðdþ4Þ=2ð2nl�Þ
�
: (A24)

This expression of the force coincides exactly with the one
obtained above using the zeta function approach.
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