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We construct an SL(6,C) gauge-invariant Lagrangian which describes a nonet of massive

positive-energy 2+ particles. Of importance for the model are the concepts of covariant constraint and

spontaneous symmetry breaking. The distinguishing feature of the present theory is the set of conserved

currents which generate the algebra of SL(6,C). We also present gauge-invariant and

unitarity-preserving quark and meson (quark-antiquark composite) Lagrangians.

I. INTRODUCTION

The recognition of gauge symmetries of the sec-
ond kind among physical theories and the associa-
tion of gauge particles with them has alternated
between internal and spin-containing symmetries.
First in this context was Weyl's recognition of the
electromagnetic vector potential (with its associ-
ated helicity-one photon) as the gauge field corre-
sponding to an internal symmetry, U(1). Second
was the recognition by Weyl and by Fock and
Ivanenko that the uierbein field (helicity-two grav-
iton) was the gauge field corresponding to the spin-
containing symmetry SL(2, C). Third was the as-
sociation by Yang Bnd Mills and by Shaw' of the
spin-one isotriplet field with the internal symme™
try, SU(2).

Continuing the discussion initiated in a recent
note, ' this paper is concerned with the construc-
tion of a model whose Lagrangian is invariant
under SL(6, C) transformations of the second kind.
This symmetry incorporates both the internal
SU(3) and the spin-containing SL(2, C). In common
with other gauge theories, this model involves a

set of gauge fields with universal coupling. A new
feature is the central role played by spontaneous
symmetry breaking. This is absolutely necessary
if the ghosts or infinite-dimensional multiplets
implicit in an unbroken noncompact symmetry are
to be avoided. One consequence of the spontane-
ous symmetry breaking is that we shall not be
troubled by the presence of massless gauge par-
ticles. Indeed, this scheme is intended as a sym-
metry of strong interactions.

The main problem is to set up a suitable La-
grangian for the gauge fields Bnd to analyze their
particle content. In this paper we shall exhibit an
SL(6, C)-invariant Lagrangian whose structure is
such that only 2' states (singlet and octet) are
caused to propagate and thereby represent the
gauge degrees of freedom.

The symmetry group which we are using has the
structure of a semidirect product

(Pe SU(3)) SI,(6, C),
where P denotes the Poincard group, and SU(3)
the internal symmetry according to which physi-
cal states are classified. These are unbroken.
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The remaining factor, SL(6,C), is a gauge sym-
metry of the second kind and it is going to be
spontaneously broken.

The spin-units, ry -spin-containing SL(6, C)
transformations are of two kinds: (a) pure gauge
transformations which approach the identity as-
ymptotically and so do not affect state vectors,
and (b) asymptotically rigid (or first kind) trans-
formations which do affect the state vectors and
which are spontaneously broken, i.e. , which fail
to leave the ground state invariant. It is neces-
sary to distinguish between these two kinds of
transformation since in order to compute anything
one must begin by choosing a gauge, i.e. , by vi-
olating the invariance with respect to the trans-
formations (a}. The transformations (b)„on the
other hand, need not be violated by the gauge-
ehoosing mechanism. Their violation by the spon-
taneous mechanism is therefore a meaningful ef-
fect; the two mechanisms are logically distinct.

In this paper we shall deal with the classical
equations of motion and their interpretation.
Quantum effects are not considered. Thus, we
shall look for a PS SU(3)-invariant solution of
the classical equations to represent the vacuum
state. This solution will not be invariant under
the rigid SL(6, C) transformations which are there-
fore to be thought of as spontaneously violated.
We next consider the effect of small perturbations
about the ground-state solution. The propagation
of these excitations in the linear approximation
determines the bare-particle content of the sys-
tem. We shall require that these perturbations
carry positive energy and propagate with finite
(less than light) velocities. To this extent the
ground state is stable. In principle it would be
possible to test this stability more deeply at the
classical level by performing a complete canonical
analysis and setting up the Hamiltonian. However,
we shall not attempt this here.

The gauge field system involves, a Priori, a
large number of independent components. Many
of these can be eliminated through the imposition
of SL(6, C} covariant constraints. Since the gauge
symmetry must in any case be spontaneously bro-
ken, the imposition of such constraints will not
lead to any further loss of symmetry. Their use
is optional. We shall make heavy use of such
constraints in order to simplify the structure of
our Lagrangian.

The plan of the paper is as follows. In Sec. II
the various fields are introduced, and the action
of the group on them defined. A gauge-invariant
Lagrangian is exhibited. [As a simple illustra-
tive example the SL(2, C) gauge-invariant Lagran-
gian of Weyl is given in Appendix A. ] The notion
of covariant constraint is introduced and gauge

conditions are discussed. In Sec. III the vacuum
solution and bare-particle spectrum are obtained.
(The same is done for an alternative Lagrangian
in Appendix B.) Section IV contains some general
remarks about the structure of the gauge system
and what is likely to happen when interactions are
taken into account. The extension to SL(6, C)
8SL(6, C) gauge symmetry is sketched briefly.
Section V discusses the existence of conserved
currents which close on the algebra of SL(6, C).
Section VI considers the interactionof the gauge
fields with matter. It is suggested that, though
the new theory is unitarity-preserving, the pre-
dictions of the oM phenomenological SL(6, C) the-
ory may perhaps be expected to persist in the
present theory.

II. AN SL(6,C)-INVARIANT LAGRANGIAN

We propose to set up a Lagrangian which is
invariant under SL(6, C) transformations of the
second kind. Although we shall be concerned only
with the gauge field part of the system, it is use-
ful in establishing the notation to introduce a 12-
component quark field $ and its adjoint g. These
transform under the action of the full symmetry
group

(PC SU(3)) SI.(6, C)

according to

g(x) -('(x') = a(A)(uQ(x)g(x),

g(x}-g'(x') =g(x)Q '(x)(u 'a(A) ', (2.1)

a
y (Joy 0]a 2 Q)p02 a

y
a 2 Goy (1020yQp

where 0,' is given by

Q~ = a2 602 Q~a2(d2 .

This rule is consistent only if the transformations
a '&u 'Qa&o are themselves in SL(6, C) (which of
course they are)

The system of gauge fields to be used in con-
structing the Lagrangian comprises three dis-
tinct types, B„, S, and ~„, which are expressed
in the Dirac basis by

where x„' =A„„x,+ b„ is a Poineare transformation
and the matrices a(A), &u, and Q are expressible by

a(A) = exp[-,' ie„s(A)v„~],
&u = exp(-,' i &u'A'), (2.2)

Q(x) = exp f -,' i [Q" (x) + —,'Q~~B(x) o„8+Q,"(x)y,]A.'],
with real parameters. The transformations (2.1)
form a group in the sense that two successive ac-
tions combine according to the rule
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( p+& p[n 8] ns P54n K a )&go

kS = exp[i (P» + ~P»[„8] (t„e +P»»y»)» A. j, (2.3)

Lq —(Lq „y&(+Lq„5i y„y»)A.

The components B„, B~», P», P» (k = 1, 2, . . . , 8),
and Bp[ 8] p P[oe] y Lp~) Lp» (0 0 1 8) ale
all real.

The gauge fields transform according to

B„-QBqQ '- (1/i )Q &qQ ',

S-QS,
I„-QI„Q '

(2.4)

V„g= []„/+iB&P,

V'~S = &pS+i B~S,

v „I.„=s„L„+i [B„,L„j .
(2.6)

The analog of B„ in Yang-Mills theory is the field
which carries the gauge quanta and couples to the
conserved isospin current. In gravitation theory
B„plays the role of a connection but there it is
essentially the derivative of the field which car-
ries the gauge quanta. (It will turn out to have a
similar status in the present model. )

The scalar, S(x), is more subtle. If there were
no gauge symmetry of the second kind but only the
spontaneously broken rigid SL(6, C), then S would
carry the Goldstone modes. These would be 70
massless excitations represented by the compo-
nents P(x) in (2.3). In systems where gauge sym-
metry of the second kind is present these Gold-
stone modes are not excited. More precisely,
they are exactly compensated by the longitudinal
modes in B„(x)insofar as gauge-independent
quantities are concerned. They can appear in
gauge-dependent quantities. [However, it is pos-
sible to choose a gauge in which P(x) =0,(that is, -
S =—1) and the corresponding modes in B„(x)are
suppressed. This is the so-called unitary gauge. j
Notice that the components of S transform as bo-
sons under the asymptotic symmetry PASSU(3),
but as quarks under the gauge symmetry SL(6, C).

The third set of fields, L„(x), can be usefully
introduced into the gauge system. They are not
strictly necessary from the group-theoretical
point of view, but they can be made to play the

under the gauge group SL(6, C), and according to

B& -A„„a+B„a'w ',
S-acoSa 'co ',

Ap a(dl a (d

under the asymptotic symmetry group PS SU(3).
The vector B„ is the basic gauge field. It is

used in the forming of covariant derivatives, viz. ,

role of canonically conjugate variables to the
B„(x). It is just the existence of this possibility
which distinguishes gauge theories based on a
spin-containing symmetry, such as Weyl' s
SL(2, C) gauge-invariant vierbein version of grav-
ity theory, from those, such as Maxwell or Yang-
Mills theory, which are based on a purely internal
symmetry. In being conjugate to the connection
B„, the field L„has many resemblances to the
vie~bein field in general relativity theory. In fact,
it will become the carrier of gauge quanta. More-
over, it will be made to have a nonvanishing value
in the ground state,

(2.'I)

This equation reflects the absence of SL(6, C)
symmetry in the ground state. It is, of course,
invariant under PASSU(3). In gravity theory the
analogous equation would be

(2 8)

where q denotes the Minkowski tensor. This
equation (first introduced by Einstein, though not
in this quantum formulation), while being Poin-
care-invariant, exhibits the lack of SL(2, C) gauge
invariance in the vacuum. (It also exhibits the
breaking of the coordinate transformation group
in Einstein's theory, but from our present point
of view this is not the significance of this spon-
taneous symmetry breaking. )

Note that the covariant derivative of the ziexbein
field L„given by (2.6) cannot be made to vanish
identically and here the resemblance to general
relativity is lost. There is no analog of Riemann-
ian geometry in the present scheme.

The variety of gauge-invariant Lagrangians
which can be invented for the system, B„, S, and
I-„, is large. A fairly simple example, closest in
form to the Einstein-Weyl Lagrangian for SL(2,C),
is obtained by requiring that no more than four
fields and two derivatives occur in each term.
This is given by

2=» Tr ——,(VqL„V,Lq —VqLqV„L„)
1

+ n Lq(SV„S ')L„(SV,S ')

+ P~ L~ L
q + P» L„L„L„L„+P L„L„L„L„,

(2.9)

in which Greek indices are to be saturated with the
Minkowski tensor. ' The real parameters a, Pl,
p„p, are at present arbitrary. Our problem is
to find suitable values for them. That is, we
should like the Lagrangian (2.9) to yield a stable
PS SU(3)-invariant vacuum in which a 2' massive
nonet propagates.
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8 'I qS =(t»qayn+ I» iyay, )]i.» . (2.10)

This structure is gauge-inuaxiant. Indeed, ac-
cording to (2.3) and (2.6) we have

Since the vie~bein field is not playing a funda-
mental group-theoretic role in this system, we
are free to reduce the number of independent
components contained in it by imposing con-
straints. Consider the quantities, E &~ and ~ „~,,
defined by

S(x}=1. (3.1)

These conditions specify the so-called unitary

gauge. ' This gauge has the advantage that no zero-
mass excitations appear in it. In other gauges
such as, for example, the Landau gauge, ~„B„=O,
zero-mass excitations do arise but only in gauge-
dependent quantities. '

Rather than deal directly with the equations of
motion, we shall require that the values

8 'I ~8 a+S 'I Sa xu a (L) & =yi (B)) =o (3.2)

That is, lk„„ is a nonet of second-rank tensors
while lk„~ is a nonet of pseudotensors with re-
spect to PSSU(3).

To simplify the Lagrangian (2.9) and, what is
more important, to ensure that the ground state
value (I„)= y„ is a stable solution, we shall im-
pose the constraints'

represent an extremum of the action with respect
to small variations. The parameters &,P„]3„
P, must be adjusted so as to ensure this. The
small variations must, of course, be compatible
with the constraints (2.11) and with the gauge con-
dition (3.1). Into the Lagrangian substitute the
expressions

l q~ =O.

(2.11)

(2.11')

~p =&p+ &pn'4~k

k 1(B» + B» 0 +B» y) y»
(3.3)

For the constraints (2.11') to be realized, one
can show that (L„)= y„ is a sufficient condition.
In the unitary gauge these SL(6, C)-covariant con-
straints take the simple form

where qk„„=qk „. Treat the components y and B
as small quantities and retain only the first- and
second-order contributions. The single first-
order term is proportional to y&& and will vanish
if we take

p, +Spm-4p»=0. (3.4)

It will be shown in Sec. III that the free-field
approximation to the Lagrangian (2.9) reduces to
the Pauli-Fierz' form for the following special
values of the parameters:

The second-order terms then assume the form

2 k k k
&(2)

~ ( )i lva] ul)ia] )it)in] ul; vn] )
K

P, = -3M /2g,

P, = P, =M'-/se.
(2.12) + c)(B&B„+B„B„)+ BP y„,y„

+4(P, —P,)V„„V.. (3 5)

III. VACUUM SOLUTION AND PARTICLE SPECTRUM

Having adopted the Lagrangian (2.10) and the
constraints (2.11), our problem now is to deter-
mine the free parameters in such a way that a
consistent perturbative scheme of stable solutions
can be set up. This means, first, that the Euler-
Lagrange equations should have a P 8 SU(3)-in-
variant solution, and, second, that small pertur-
bations about this solution should carry positive
energy. %e shall require, further, that these
small excitations have the character of 2' nonet.

Because of the SL(6,C) gauge invariance, the
classical equations of motion are underdetermined.
They must be supplemented by a set of VO gauge
conditions. A convenient choice of gauge for the
considerations which follow is given by P(x) =0
or, equivalently,

The excitation spectrum to which the Lagrangian
(3.5) gives rise can best be analyzed by elimi-
nating the algebraic variables B. That is, one
solves the algebraic equation &8&, ) /&B =0 to ob-
tain (provided n &0}

Sk =O

(3.6)

nk k~ pt uo] +Pe, e )t PnV 2~jIV9 Xgn+ 2~Pa+gg, y ~

and substitutes these expressions back into (3.5).
The result is

k k g k k & k k
&(2) =

» (&pua9 Vvn
—2tn)i, )i9 nvv —z9 VtiaV'vvu)

+ 6t]s&t v&vv+4(&2- ~s)&iv &'uu ~

The values (2.12) have been chosen such that (3.'I)
takes the well-known Pauli-Fierz form
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k k ~ k k 1 k k
&(2) = 2L PPy, Ct9 Pli, Ct 2@0',P, P P Ct.'P,P 2 PPP, O|PP P, Ct

—I (9'pvVpv —Ppp9~pv). ) . (3.6)

The parameter I(, which can be removed from the
bilinear expression 8(, ) by the rescaling ip-~y,
B-~B, is to be interpreted as the universal cou-
pling constant of our gauge theory.

The arbitrary parameter n must not vanish. In
the simpler gauge model in which SL(6,C) is re-
placed by SL(2,C) this parameter can vanish, in
which case the %eyl-Einstein Lagrangian results. '

A different SL(6,C)-invariant Lagrangian, which
also contains one free parameter (in addition to
a and M), is treated in Appendix B.

where B„„denotes the covariant curl

Bqp ——&qBp —&,B~+i [Bq, B,] . (4 2)

The bilinear generated by (4.1) is proportional to

+I[(8 Bk s gP)2+(8 BR s Bk )2] (4.3)

The important point to observe is that (4.3) in-
volves B'„and Bk» fields alone. There is no con-
tribution to the spin-2 bilinears. This is not, of
course, true of the trilinear and quadrilinear
terms which arise in the interaction Lagrangian
given by (4.1). These will in general involve the
spin-2'-describing fields B'„&,» as well as their

IV. INDEPENDENT DEGREES OF FREEDOM

Let us consider what happens to the first two
equations of motion (3.6) when we take into account
the complete Lagrangian II', rather than just its
bilinear part 2(, ) .

The fields B'„and B„,no longer vanish as a
consequence of the equations of motion. However,
since the complete Lagrangian contains no deriv-
atives of B„, the modified equations will simply

express the fields B'„and B» as implicit but pure-
ly algebraic functions of the other fields in the
theory (p"„, and B'„L-„8&). The two fields B"„and
B~» are thus algebraic composites of the other in-
dependent fields, with no propagation character
of their own. Indeed, it was to guarantee this
algebraic-composite character for B'„and Bk» that
the 8-field-containing term was introduced into
the Lagrangian in the first place.

It is perfectly possible to introduce one simple
additional term in the Lagrangian which uould
ensure a propagation of 1 and 1' particles cor-
responding to these Yang-Mills-like fields B'„and

The term in question has the same form as
the third term in (2.9) except that (&&„& ') is re-
placed by B„„i.e., take

(4.1)

first derivatives in combinations like (q„s)'
X(8B~ Bi)

This appearance of first derivatives of B~c,» is
a new feature, peculiar to the Lagrangian (4.1).
It is to be stressed that these derivatives do not
appear in the bilinear terms, where their pres-
ence would signal ghosts, but only in the trilinear
and quadrilinear interaction terms. Their exis-
tence must mean that B"„~,» are no longer alge-
braic variables canonically conjugate to the p'„,'s,
but are independent dynamical variables. The
particle spectrum given by the bilinear terms
would thus probably be altered. Also, the stabil-
ity of the vacuum can no longer be taken for
granted.

In view of these uncertainties, the safest pro-
cedure seems to be to discard (4.1). The theory
as it stands will therefore not allow for the prop-
agation of Yang-Mills-like' degrees of freedom
B„and Bq, .

To summarize, of the eight sets of fields intro-
duced into the theory (viz. , p'„„y»„, B"„i s&, B„,

symmetric parts of p~„) are removed by imposing
SL(6,C) covariant constraints. Three sets,
&=—&" 8, &', and &„are eliminated by choice of
a special gauge. Two further sets, Bk and Bk,„
are completely determined as algebraic functions
of the rest, through the Lagrangian field equa-
tions. There then remain in the theory just the
symmetric parts of p&, (y'„, = y', „)and their can-
onically conjugate variables Bk„& z& . Our choice
of the constants P„P„P,was dictated by the re-
quirement thai the bilinear part of the Lagrangian
should coincide with the Pauli-Fierz Lagrangian
describing the propagation of a nonet of 2' parti-
cles only. '

Does this requirement guarantee that in addition
to these 2' degrees of freedom, represented in
the rest frame by the traceless symmetric fields,

, no further degrees of freedom
[cor responding to rest-f rame spin-one fields
p„. (= q, o) and spin-zero fields p', , and cp~; ] will
ever get excited as a consequence of the inter
action texas and propagate, for example, as
comPosite bound-state fields?

It is clear that, in the absence of a higher-gauge
symmetry affecting just these degrees of freedom,
we cannot answer this question in any general
manner. For Einstein's generally covariant the-
ory of an SU(3) singlet helicity-two particle, gen-
eral covariance does provide just the requisite
higher symmetry GL(4,A) which guarantees that
the spin-one p„ fields do not propagate. But for
the zero-spin degrees of freedom ppo and
(even in the Pauli-Fierz theory) there is no such
higher symmetry, nor any guarantee of absence
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(B+iC)&-Q(B+iC)„,Q ' ——.Q&„Q ',
(B-iC)~-(Q) '(B-iC)qQ- —.(Q) 'BqQ,

(4.5)

(4.6)

I ~
Ql'0

L2 ( Q )
-1L2 Q -1

(4 7)

(4.8)

We also introduce the field S, which is expressed
in the Dirac basis by

S = exp fi (P~ + ,'P" zo„z+ P~—y,)).~/2]

of propagation, as has recently been stressed by
Boulware and Deser."

We conjecture that if the SL(6,C) symmetry of
the present paper is extended to a still higher
symmetry —possibly U(6, 6)—we shall be able to
construct a theory where the nonpropagation of all
the unwanted degrees of freedom is guaranteed by
the extended gauge invariance of the theory, rath-
er tha, n by the choosing of special values for the
parameters. In this sense the theory presented
in the present paper will need further elabora-
tion.

One last remark: One can construct a theory of
2' and 2 nonets which utilize both p'„'„' and p»5
degrees of freedom by extending the gauge group
to SL(6,C) SSL(6,C). The formalism is a simple
extension of that presented in Sec. II with

Q (x) = exp ',i [Q'-(x) + ',Q'„8-(x)cr„8 + Q', (x) y, ]A.
"

xexp [Q"(x)+-',Q'„'8(x)o„s+Q,"(x)y,]A.' .
(4.4)

Note that Q is not pseudounitary; Q(x)w Q '(x). We
introduce the two distinct gauge fields, B„and
C„, and two sets of vie~bein fields, L'„and L'„,
which transform as

Note that these constraints gua, rantee that in the
expression

1 3.TrLqL„= lq~l q~+ lq~5 l

the two fields l"„and l'„„,occur symmetrically
with the same metric. In addition, the larger
gauge group SL(6,C)8 SL(6, C) permits the im-
position of constraints similar to (2.11):

pK 5 cf.p5 p

which makes the symmetry between l~~ and l'„,
even more piquant. It is an easy matter now to
construct the required Lagrangian (replace
L„L„by L'„L'„everywhere) which ensures the
propagation of 2' and 2 nonets.

V. SL(6,C) CURRENT ALGEBRA

So far in this paper we have been dealing with
purely field-theoretic matters. To conclude, we
shall make a few brief remarks on the algebraic
potential of this kind of model and, in pa, rticula. r,
indicate how a set of conserved SL(6,C) currents
couM be constructed.

The first step is to define canonical momenta
and impose the usual Poisson-bracket relations.
Of course, when a Lagrangian carries a gauge
symmetry of the second kind, the canonical mo-
menta are not all independent. However, this
problem is easily circumvented by the standard
method of imposing a gauge-choosing mechanism;
one merely adds to the gauge-invariant Lagrangian
a Lagrange-multiplier term which breaks sym-
metry transformations of the second kind while
respecting those of the first kind. In this way one
can arrange that, for example, the canonical mo-
menta

x exp [ (Q' + ,' Q'„q c„q—+@~5 y, )A.
" /2],

which transforms according to S-QS. The covar-
iant derivatives

11„=Bg/BLp o

are all independent. The infinitesimal (rigid)
transf ormations,

5I „=i [5Q, L„],

(5.1)

PAL~„= sqL'„+i [B~,L'„] —f C„,L~,],
VqL2„= eqL'„+i [Bq, L2,] +[Cq, L2„},

(4.9)

(4.10)

(4.11)

transform like I-'„and I'» with quantities like
(V„L'„V,L'„) transforming as scalars under SL(6,C)
e SI.(6,C).

To replace the covariant constraint (2.11), we
shall require that L'„be expressible as a function
I'„and S. The new constraints analogous to
(2.11') are given by

S L'„S= (l ~~„y„- l„~„,i y„y, )A.
~ .

CIgcJPZ+jfpg+
Pg IJ

(5.2)

(We have not written in all the independent contri-
butions to this current. Each field whose time
derivative appears in the Lagrangian would make
such a contribution. ) It is well known" that, for

are then generated (in the sense of Poisson brack-
ets) by the functional

6G= d'x —', Tr(i6Q[L„,II„]).
This suggests that a suitable definition for the
current 4-vector would be
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gauge theories, currents constructed in this way
either vanish when the equations of motion are
used or take the form

~v —8IIEjIv p (5.3)

,' Tr(V„-L„V,I.„-V „I.„V,I.,) . (5.4)

A little algebra' then shows that it can be cast in-
to the more familiar form

where E„„is antisymmetric. " The form of E„, can
be modified by adding to the original Lagrangian a
4-divergence which is variationally insignificant.
Whatever the chosen form, however, one can be
sure that, in view of their canonical derivation,
the time components of these currents must sat-
isfy the SL(6,C) algebra.

For illustration, we construct currents for the
Weyl-Einstein Lagrangian which is SL(2,C)-gauge-
invariant. In the Lagrangian (2.9), set a = P, = P,
= P, = 0 to obtain

field ( (for example) is not Py, but, rather, (L,
(The Poisson bracket of p and tl is therefore quite
complicated. ) Nevertheless, the current retains
the simple form-L„g. That is, the SU(3) cur-
rents, in particular, take the form

(L,—,A'g, (5.8)

which is obtained from the naive current by the
simple replacement y, =(L,}-L„.

VI. SL(6,C) GAUGE-INVARIANT QUARK

LAGRANGIAN AND SU(6) SYMMETRY

The SL(6, C) gauge-invariant quark Lagrangian
is simple to write down:

2= ,'i (L„V„g+H.c—.—ming. (6 I)

Likewise, the Lagrangian describing a 35 of SU(6)
interacting through the exchange of the gauge nonet
of 2' gluons is given by

2=-2 iTr4[L„, V„C]—mC@, (6 2)

»(2—&..s„[L„, .] —'[&~, ,][ p, L,])
+ surface term . (5.5)

Discarding the surface term, we compute the de-
rivatives

=-.s„[L,L.] [II„,[L„,L.]],

Bg 1
. q„„[L)„a,]+ [I-3„,I.„]. -.1

z "' '
z

According to (5.2),

Z„= [I.„[L,„,a„]]+[L„,[a„,I,.]]
= [II„,[L„,L.l]. (5.6)

e adopt this as the definition of the current. One
can easily verify that, barring Schwinger terms,
it generates the algebra of SL(2, C). Note that it
equals

so that when the field equations axe satisfied the
first term vanishes and

Z „=--. s„[L„,L,].1
(5.7)

In this form Z, is identically conserved. (Our
derivation is incomplete, of course, because we
have not explicitly shown how to overcome the
gauge difficulties through inclusion of the contri-
bution of the Lagrange multiplier. )

In connection with the matter field contributions
to the current, it should be remarked that the vari-
able which is canonically conjugate to the quark

where 4 is the second-rank multispinor. Both
these are familiar Lagrangians from the Barg-
mann-Wigner" theory of SU(6 ) supermultiplets,
except that the Dirac matrix y„has been replaced
by the field I.„, and the ordinary derivative 8„by
the covariant derivative V„. This change, how-
ever, is decisive in that whereas previously the
kinetic-energy terms in the multispinor Lagran-
gians were notoriously noninvariant for the
SL(6, C) symmetry, the replacement of y„=(L~ }
by L„and B„by V„makes the kinetic-energy terms
also part of a gauge-invariant construct. A paral-
lel change which occurs in the SL(6, C) currents
has been noted in the last section. The variable
canonically conjugate to g is not tIiy, but g(x)L, (x),
so that the correct (conserved) set of SL(6, C)
quark currents involves replacing Py&, in the
earlier versions of SL(6, C) theory, by g(x)L„(x).

The important question which arises here is
this. We possess now an SL(6, C) gauge-invariant
Lagrangian, describing a positive-frequency nonet
of 2' particles; we also possess SL(6, C)-gauge-
invariant Lagrangians describing quarks (6.1) and
the quark-antiquark system (6,2). Presumably,
with some effort one can construct gauge-invariant
Lagrangians for higher SU(6) quark supermulti-
plets, where everywhere the Dirac matrix y„=(L„}
will be replaced by L„(x), and S„by V„. In con-
trast with the old SL(6, C) theory, in the new La-
grangian the kinetic-energy terms are part of an
SL(6, C) gauge-invariant structure. The question
is: How in practice does the availability of this
unitarity-preserving SL(6, C)-gauge-invariant the-
ory [or, equivalently, of a spin-unitary-spin-
containing" algebra of SL(6, C) conserved cur-
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rents] modify the earlier results of the phenom-
enological SL(6, C)'? The answer seems to be:
hardly at all —except for the new couplings of the
2' nonet with matter. The reason is that crucial
to our theory is the spontaneous symmetry-break-
ing mechanism of Einstein, which replaces L&(x)
by (L„(x))= z„ in the leading approximation. This
mechanism ensures that the physical particle
states are indeed PoincareSU(3) states. The
spontaneous symmetry-breaking mechanism im-
plies that the symmetry of the Lagrangian is not
reflected in the symmetry of the S matrix, which
for all quark multiplets still proceeds through the
familiar progression of the SU(6) residual sym-
metry for the one-particle states and the collinear
U(3)8U(3) for the residual symmetry of the ver-
tices. The only surprise in the situation is that the
purely gauge part of the Lagrangian described by
the L, B, and S fields gives rise to a multiplet of
pure spin-two particles, which constitutes only an
incomplete multiplet of the quark-based phenom-
enological SU(6). The situation here is completely
analogous to nonlinearly realized chiral theories,
which also display incomplete multiplets of the
larger symmetry group. Clearly the nonlinear
constraints like (2.11') or (4.11) are playing a role
in producing our incomplete multiplet.

VII. SUMMARY

The principal ideas set out in this paper may be
summarized as follows:

1. To describe a nonet of 2' particles we pro-
pose the SL(6, C) gauge-invariant Lagrangian

2~=8 Tr ——2(V~L„V„L„—V„L„V L„)
1

K

33f
(L&L„+,'~[L&, L„][L„L„])

L pSV ~S 'L~SV, S

The fields L„and S satisfy the SL(6, C) covariant
constraints (2.11) and (2.11') of the text. Crucial
to the emergence of the particle spectrum is the
concept of spontaneous symmetry breaking which
is implemented through the relation L„=y„+zQ„
where (L„)= y„and P„ is the physical field which
describes the propagation of 2' particles.

2. The interaction of the gauge field with quarks
is governed by the Lagrangian

&2= 2 ~(PLpV pk V pkLpk) ™8'~

3. The Lagrangian which describes a 35 of SU(6)
and its interactions with the gauge fields is given
by

Z, = Tr(-,'ie[L„,V„C]—mCC),

where 4 is a second-rank multispinor. Similar
Lagrangians could possibly be written for higher-
rank multispinors.

4. A conserved set of currents for L, B, and
the quark field, which close on the algebra of
SL(6, C), is given by

, [B„—,[Lq, I.„]]+a(gP, L,j—inL„(SV,S ')L„.

5. The SL(6, C) gauge-invariant matter Lagran-
gians such as 2, and Z„which are constructed
from SL(6, C) multispinors, will describe the prop-
agation of multiplets of the rest symmetry SU(6).
Also, multispinor vertices [like Tr(444)] will ex-
hibit collinear SU(3)8 SU(3) symmetry. However,
the propagation of the (nonlinearly realized) in-
complete SU(6) multiplet of 2+ gluons described by
L„and B„will break this symmetry, though in a
well-defined manner.

6. We do not wish to insist on the superiority of
any one SL(6, C) gauge-invariant Lagrangian over
another.

7. As is well known, the theory of spin-2 inter-
actions is not renormalizable in the conventional
sense. The spontaneous symmetry-breaking mech-
anism used here does not appear to change this
situation —unlike the case of spin-1 gauge theories.
Different (possible nonpolynomial Lagrangian)
methods will need to be developed to deal with the
ultraviolet infinites. We feel that the important
point to stress is that SL(6, C)—or indeed SL(6, C)

8SL(6, C) or U(6, 6) 8U(6, 6)—gauge-invariant La-
grangians can be constructed and that (through the
operation of the spontaneous symmetry-breaking
mechanism) they describe propagation of positive
frequency particles. Corresponding to each one of
these Lagrangians there exists an algebra of con-
served currents closing on SL(6, C) or SL(6, C)
8SL(6, C), etc. It is the existence of such Lagran-
gians and such algebras —rather than their partic-
ular form —which may possibly be significant for
symmetry physics.

APPENDIX A

For completeness we summarize here the treat-
ment of SL(2, C) gauge invariance given in Ref. 2.

The SL(2, C) gauge transformations g-Qg, are
respresentable in the form

Q(x) = exp[-,' i0„8 (x)o „8] .

The matrix Q is pseudounitary, 0 '=yoQ'yo. The
gauge fields B„and L" are respresented in the
Dirac basis by
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These fields transform according to

gB g & gg g 1

i
I.~- ni~n '.

Covariant derivatives are formed as in the text.
For example,

V L" = s „L"+ i[B„,L'],
B&„——&&B, —BvB&+i[B&,Bv].

The simplest SL(2, C) gauge-invariant Lagrangian
for I. and B is given by

i Tr[L&, L']B„„.
There is no need to introduce the Goldstone fields
S(x) in this case. Thus, the field values

(L"(x)) = y", (B„(x))=0

are indeed a solution of the Euler-Lagrange equa-

tions, and small perturbations on this solution can
be shown to carry positive energy. The expres-
sion (Al) is equivalent to the Palatini form of
Einstein's Lagrangian. The remarkable fact about
it is that it is also a scalar density under general
coordinate transformations if we adopt the trans-
formation rules

Bx
B„(x)-B', (x) = —, —,„B„(x),

Bx '~' bx' "
L&(x)-L'~(x) = det ——, , L"(x).Bx Bx

APPENDIX 8

The Lagrangian (2.9) is not the only gauge-
invariant one which gives rise to a pure massive
2' nonet. A different one-parameter family is
arrived at by considering the expression

g=s Tr(a, VqL, V,Lp +a,VqLqV~Lv+a, VpL, V~L„+2a~V~S ~fLp, L, ] V,S

+2a,V„S '[L„,L„]V,S+a,LqLq+a, L„L„L„L„+a,L„L,L„L,).

This Lagrangian also reduces to the Pauli-Fierz
form in the free-field approximation if the follow-
ing values for the parameters a„.. . , a, are
adopted:

f

The components of B are given in this approxi-
mation by

Bk P
p

1 1 —3e 1 1 —3e
Q a =-—

2n ' ' z'1+3m '

1 1 —3a 3'
0 0

2 2 K

1 1+~ 1m'
g =-—— --- 0=-

K 2N' 8K

6 1+o! 1M
8 g2

(82)

k 1+3& k k
] —

l 3 (O'Pv, O'P a, v)

k k+ l 3 'Lgyv'/XX, a gyu9 kk, v) r

provided Qg —1) 3~ +1.
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We consider the Abelian gauge theories in which the transverse and the longitudinal photons are coupled.

The unitarity relation holds because the unwanted absorptive part of the amplitude due to this coupling is

canceled by the fictitious particle. It is pointed out that, by introducing the I,agrange multiplier, one can see

the cancellations for all orders in perturbation expansions by looking at the equation of motion for the

Lagrange multiplier. The possible implication of this on the massless Yang-Mills fields is indicated.

I. INTRODUCTION

The gauge field theories with nonlinear gauge
conditions appear very much different from the
usual formulation with linear gauge conditions. Let
us take, for example, Abelian gauge theory. In the
theory of electromagnetic interactions of charged
particles with nonlinear gauge conditions (we shall
call it the NGC theory), the longitudinal photon
couples to the transverse photon. The new Feyn-
man rules involve two gauge parameters, three new
new vertices, and a fictitious particle. The uni-
tarity and the gauge invariance of the NGC theory
can no longer be proved to all orders in the usual
manner within the framework of canonical quan-

tization. Nevertheless, using the Feynman path
integral one can still formally prove that the NQC
theory is unitary and gauge-invariant in the same
way as in the usual theory with linear gauge con-
ditions.

It has been pointed out that the general properties
of the S-matrix element formally proved by using
the path integral may not be correct if the boundary
terms due to integration by parts are not properly
taken into account. ' Therefore, we carry out ex-
plicit calculations of the fourth-order diagrams
to show that the extra absorptive amplitude due to
the new vertices is indeed canceled by the fictitious
particle in any gauge. ' Furthermore, by introduc-
ing the Lagrange multiplier g(x), one can derive


