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A two-term triple-Regge formula, which follows from a simple theoretical picture of the
single-particle inclusive cross section, is presented and studied. A comparison is made
with recent data for pp p +anything, and p x p +anything. The description of the data of-
fered by this simple form is found to be remarkably good over a large region of phase space.

In the two-body reaction a+5- c+d there are
two independent kinematic variables, say s
= (P, +P,)' and t=(P, —P,)'. For fixed f and large s,
it has proved to be both possible and instructive to
describe this process in terms of the exchange of
a few Regge poles. ' It has recently been sug-
gested' that a generalized Regge analysis will also
be useful as a framework in which to study inclu-
sive reactions a+5- c+anything. In this case
there are three independent variables, say s
= (p, +p,)', f = (p, -p, )', and M'= (p, +p, -p, )'. The
essential feature of this generalized Regge analy-
sis is that the Regge trajectories which appear

are the same ones which were previously studied
in two-body reactions. Thus we have an entirely
new region of physics in which to test our ideas
about Regge poles and related objects, in particu-
lar the Pomeranchukon. In this paper we shall re-
port on an attempt to establish the validity of this
generalized Regge picture by direct comparison
with data. We shall focus our attention on the tri-
ple-Regge (TR) limit where t is fixed and both M'
and s/M' are large. In this limit we expect the
appropriate differential cross section to be given
by

d 0' rn ' s af(t)+n2(t) M2 nu(0)

dtdM, (~2 .~2 „16ms G;, (t)
ijk

The n s are the usual trajectory functions. The
TR residue G;;~ is a product of three particle-par-
ticle-Reggeon couplings P and the triple-Reggeon
coupling I;,„ i.e.,

G, (t ) = P,.„($) P,, (f ) P (0)g, , (t, t, 0) .
Regge analysis is useful for studying two-body

reactions because only a few exchanges are re-
quired in order to describe the essential features
of two-body scattering data. To demonstrate the
existence of a similar role for the TR formula
[Eq. (I)] in the case of inclusive processes, it is
necessary to show that again only a few terms in
the infinite sum are required to adequately de-
scribe the data. It is our purpose here to attempt
such a demonstration. Consideration of the gener-
al features of the data plus limited theoretical in-
put leads to the suggestion that at least two terms
are necessary in Eq. (1). We shall show by com-
parison with experiment that these two terms seem
also to be sufficient to describe the essential fea-
tures of the existing data. Further, the agreement
holds over an unexpectedly large kinematical re-
gion. We caution the reader, however, that the
present study is not intended as a precise fit to the

data, but rather as an initial test of the basic tri-
ple-Regge picture.

Let us review the general features of the data.
We will limit ourselves to the case a = c so that
vacuum quantum exchange is possible in the ac
channel. In particular, we have studied the data
for PP-P+X' (Refs. 3 and 4) and Pm -P+X (Ref.
5) (here and below the symbol X stands for "any-
thing").

The data show three main features: (1) For low
M' (M's 4 GeV') there is resonance structure in
M' and the production cross section for these res-
onances seems to be independent of s. (2) In this
same M' region there is a background contribution
which seems to behave essentially as I/s. (3) As
a function of M', do/dtdM' is first decreasing just
above the resonances and then starts to rise for
~'o 10 GeV'.

This behavior can be easily interpreted in terms
of the usual Regge ideas. We say that (a) the res-
onances are being produced via Pomeranchukon ex-
change; (b) the background results from the usual
Reggeized meson (p, f, A„&u) exchange. Thus we

expect at least the two contributions pictured in
Fig. 1(a).
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FlG. 1. (a) Minimum contributions needed to describe the general features of the pp —p + X+ data. (b) The absorptive
part of the six-point function which gives the contribution shown in Fig. 1(a). (c) Triple-Regge diagrams.

The question still remains as to how to describe
these contributions in the language of the triple-
Regge formalism. In principle this is a question
which can be answered by the data as more be-
come available. However, at the present time
we shall use theoretical input in order to arrive
immediately at a unique, simple answer. This we
may then compare to the data. Specifically, we
shall apply duality in the form of the Freund-
Harari' conjecture to Fig. 1(b). We interpret this
to mean that the resonances are dual to the appro-
priate combination of ordinary meson trajectory
exchanges (henceforth labeled simply as f ) and the
background to Pomeranchukon exchange. Hence
we are led to try to describe the data in terms of
the diagrams shown in Fig. 1(c). We shall call
them the PPf and ffP contributions, respectively. '
It must be pointed out, however, that, in principle,
such a description is only expected to work over a
very limited range of M'. The major point of this
paper is that with only these two terms all the es-
sential features of the data are well described
over a large range of M', in fact, from M' in the
resonance region (~3 GeV'), up to M' being a size-
able fraction (-—,') of s.

Limiting the summation of Eq. (1) to the two
terms discussed, we have'

(2)

In what follows we shall use ap(t) = 1.0+0.5

(GeV/c) 't, n&(t) =0.5+1.0 (GeV/c} 't, and m, '
= 1.0 GeV' for definiteness. ' Having written down

Eq. (2), we can divorce ourselves from any specif-
ic theoretical picture and ask simply whether or
not it adequately describes the data. It is impor-
tant to note that this simple two-term TB formula
makes very strong predictions. At a fixed value
of t, it specifies both the M' and s dependence of
the cross section in terms of just two constants
(Gppy and Gytp )

In order to test all of these features of our sim-
ple TR formula, we have studied the reaction PP
—P+ X' at two values of 8, ' ' and many values of
t [0.15&

~
t~ & 1.5 (GeV/c)'] for which data are avail-

able over a wide range in M'. In order to discuss
all these data we chose specific forms for G»&
and Gfyp as functions of t. In the absence of a com-
plete theory, we have chosen the simplest reason-
able parametrizations of these couplings consistent
with a, preliminary study of the data. Using Gppy(t)
=2.2x10'eo" mb/(GeV/c)' and G&&p(t} =1.6x10'
mb/(GeV/c}', "we have evaluated Eq. (2) and com-
pared it to the data in Fig. 2. One observes re-
markable agreement over a large region of phase
space.

To further test the TB picture, we have exploited
the property of factorization, i.e., the fact that

Gpps(t ) = Pp«(t ) Pt w(0)gppy(t ) and Gtyp(t ) = Py«'(t )
x P», (0)g~&p(t). Our procedure was to utilize our
results for PP-P+X to predict the cross section
for Pm-P+X. This was possible since the only
further inputs needed to convert our two-term TB
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FIG. 2. pp —p +X+ data from Refs. 3 and 4 (only a
fraction of the data is shown; in particular, the elastic
peak is not included}. The solid line is the two-term
triple-Regge description with PPf +ffP,only. Similar
curves result from PPP+ ffP only.
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FIG. 3. pm -p+X data from Ref. 5. The solid line
is the two-term triple-Regge description normalized to
the pp data. Individual PPf and ffP contributions are
shown' (a} PL, =25-GeV/c, (b}PI =40 GeV/c.

formula for the PP reaction to the one for Pm were
the ratios Pz /Pfpp and P~,„/P~pp. Having no well-
established, specific values for these ratios and in
keeping with the qualitative nature of the present
work, we have taken both ratios to be -'„as in a
naive quark model and in reasonable agreement
with two-body scattering data. Comparison with
the new results of Ref. 5 is shown in Fig. 3 where
the individual PPf and ffP contributions are explic-
itly indicated. Since the data included a finite
range of t we have performed an integral over t
using the specific forms of the G's given above.
Considering the uncertainty of the relative normal-
ization of the Pm and PP data and the simplicity of
the present model, we regard the prediction to be
in satisfactory agreement with the data.

In summary, we have considered a simple triple-
Regge picture in which only the PPf and ffP terms
(see Fig. l) make important contributions. We
find the agreement of this picture, Eq. (2), with
the existing data most encouraging. This agree-
ment holds over a surprisingly large range of the
variables, e.g., from M' as small as 3 GeV'up to
M'= 4s. It is by no means trivial that the theoreti-
cal cross section is essentially flat in the inter-
mediate M' region, but rises at both ends as do
the data. The origin of this behavior lies in the
characteristics of the two terms included. The
PPf term decreases faster, as a function of M',

than any other obvious TR term, wherea, s the ffP
term" is the only obvious increasing function of
M' (for t&0). We have also noted that the success
of this two-term picture can be easily interpreted
in terms of the general features of the data and a
generalization of the Freund-Harari conjecture.
It must be emphasized, however, that our analysis
is intended to show only sufficiency of the TR
terms PPf and ffP. Certainly one expects, at
present energies, to have finite but small contri-
butions from nonleading terms such as ppf, corre-
sponding to 4 production. The more intriguing
question is the role of the theoretically interesting
PPP term. In terms of s and M' dependence,
PPP differs only by a factor of M from PPf. We
have tried describing the data with only PPP and
ffP. We find that in the true TR region (e.g., M'
&6 GeV', s/M'&6), PPP+ffP and PPf+ffP give
equally acceptable descriptions of the data. Thus,
the separation of the PPP and PPf contributions
purely on the basis of their large-M' behavior
does not seem possible at present. " Presumably
this problem will be solved either by the advent of
larger-s, larger-M' data or by the application of
more powerful theoretical tools such as finite-en-
ergy sum rules. " The general results of the pres-
ent analysis certainly suggest that the triple-Beg-
ge formalism is a useful structure within which
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to study inclusive reactions over a large kinemat-
ical region. Specific details, particularly the con-
sistency with zero triple-Pomeranchukon contri-
bution to all t, indicate that further theoretical
and experimental studies encompassing larger
ranges of s, I', and t will be most informative.
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