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Description of the Riemannian geometry in the presence of conical defects
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A consistent approach to the description of integral coordinate-invariant functionals of the metric
on manifolds M, with conical defects (or singularities) of the topology Co XX is developed. According
to the proposed prescription M, are considered as limits of the converging sequences of smooth
spaces. This enables one to give a strict mathematical meaning to a number of invariant integral
quantities on M, and make use of them in applications. In particular, an explicit representation
for the Euler numbers and Hirtzebruch signature in the presence of conical singularities is found.
Also, a higher dimensional Lovelock gravity on M, is shown to be well defined and the gravitational
action in this theory is evaluated. Another series of applications is related to the computation of
black hole entropy in the higher derivative gravity and in quantum two-dimensional models. This is
based on its direct statistical-mechanical derivation in the Gibbons-Hawking approach, generalized
to the singular manifolds M., and gives the same results as in the other methods.

PACS number(s): 04.50.+h, 04.60.—m, 11.10.Gh, 97.60.Lf

I. INTRODUCTION

Thin cosmic strings are known to give rise to remark-
able gravitational effects. They do not affect immediately
the local geometry of a space-time manifold but change
instead its global properties. Placing the origin of the
polar coordinate system on the string axis, one reveals
a deficit 27r(1 — a) of the polar angle ¢ [1]. Thus, near
the string world sheet ¥ the space looks like the direct
product C, x ¥ where C, is the conical space with the
corresponding ranging of the angle 0 < ¢ < 27a.

This peculiarity results in the interesting quantum ef-
fects which have been studied for both simple cones (2]
and around cosmic strings [3]. Spaces with analogous
features appear also in the other important physical ap-
plications. The well-known example is the orbifolds oc-
curring in the string compactifications [4]. A similar set
of spaces, called conifolds, has been proposed to gener-
alize the histories included in Euclidean functional inte-
grals in quantum gravity [5]. Finally, much attention has
been paid recently to conical defects in connection with
thermodynamics in the presence of black hole [6, 7], and
cosmological [8] horizons, where the conical angle a is
associated with the inverse temperature of a system.

One should also point out a number of mathematical
results. For instance, the general theory of the Laplace
and heat kernel operators on such a kind of cones has
been developed in [9] and an explicit form of the DeWitt-
Schwinger coefficients has been found in some cases [10].
In addition, many works were devoted to the functional
determinants and the ¢ function on the different types of
orbifolds [11].
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On the other hand, a consistent description of the geo-
metrical quantities and invariant functionals of the met-
ric on the conical defects seems to be absent. To eluci-
date this problem, let us recall that a cone is everywhere
flat space (like the plane) except the tip where its curva-
ture R is singular. Obviously, calculations by means of
the standard formulas of the Riemannian geometry can-
not reveal this §-like singularity, and other methods must
be used to get a correct result. One of these, based on
topological arguments, was suggested many years ago by
Sokolov and Starobinsky [12] for two-dimensional cones
and used recently in higher dimensions in [13]. However,
an approach like that does not seem to be quite satis-
factory. It only concerns the computation of the scalar
curvature, saying nothing about the components of the
Riemann tensor, and faces difficulties under generaliza-
tion to arbitrary invariant functionals.

In this paper, we consider a more natural recipe how
to handle singularities with a particular topology C, X 2
and use it in the relevant examples. The corresponding
manifolds will be denoted by M,. This method is to
replace the singular space by a sequence of regular man-
ifolds. All the integral invariants are then well defined,
and final results are obtained when the regularization is
taken off. Some aspects of such a regularization have al-
ready been discussed in the literature (see, for instance,
[5], [14], [15]) and we represent its further development.
Thus, we show that although arbitrary curvature poly-
nomials in such a procedure turn out to be divergent and
depend on regularization, some specific integral quanti-
ties can be finite and have the strict mathematical mean-
ing. We make use of this fact to derive a number of new
results of both mathematical and physical interest.

The paper is organized as follows. The regularization
method is described in Sec. II. Its features are discussed
in detail for two-dimensional cones where the regulariza-
tion ambiguity and the structure of the integral of R2
and Polyakov-Liouville action are investigated. Then,
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the technique and results are extended for the higher di-
mensional cases. We evaluate the components of the Rie-
mann tensor on M, and give examples of the functionals
being quadratic in the curvature.

A number of consequences and applications is pre-
sented in the second part of the paper, in Sec. III, which
starts with the discussion of the generalized variational
principle on a class of spaces including M,. Then, we
analyze the higher order curvature polynomials that can
be defined on M,. An important example is the Eu-
ler characteristics and Hirtzebruch signature of M, for
which the explicit integral representation is found. Also
the Lovelock gravity turns out to be strictly defined on
the manifolds with conical singularities and we give the
corresponding generalization of the Lovelock action and
equations. Finally, using our technique, we calculate the
black hole entropy in the higher derivative gravity and
in quantum two-dimensional models. This is based on a
direct statistical-mechanical derivation of the entropy in
the Gibbons-Hawking approach generalized to the singu-
lar manifolds and gives the same results as in the other
methods. Some technical moments are clarified in the
Appendix.

II. THE METHOD
A. Two-dimensional cones

1. Integral curvature

The method is worth illustrating when M, is a two-
dimensional space with topology of the cone C,. Then
its metric reads

ds® = e?(dp® + p?d¢?) = eds% | (2.1)
where dsZ is the line element on C,, ¢ runs from 0 to
2wa, and the conformal factor o is assumed to have the
following expansion in the vicinity of p = 0:

o=01p°+ o+ . (2.2)

In general, oy and o, can be functions of the angle ¢
and a possible constant term in (2.2) can be absorbed by
redefinition of p.

Because of asymptotics (2.2), the singularity comes
out only from the conical metric ds%. Hence, to un-
derstand how to introduce the regularization of Mg,
consider an embedding of C, in three-dimensional
(pseudo-)Euclidean space. It can be given by equations
z = apcos(p/a), y = apsin(p/a), z = /|1 — a?|p, that
define the surface ’

2
2% — lla—;‘t‘(m2 +y?) =0, z>0 (2.3)
Obviously, if a # 1, there is a singularity at z = 0 where
one cannot introduce the tangent space and calculate the
curvature in the usual way. ‘

It is easy to “roll off” the cone tip if going from C, to a

surface C, with the equation z = /|1 — a?|f(p, a) where

f(p,a) is a smooth function and a is a regularization
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parameter such that lim, ,0 f = p. So far as for C, the
function z has a minimum at p = 0, this should also be
valid for f in the case of the regularized surface. Thus,
the only additional condition on f(p,a) is 8,f|,=0 = 0
and the line element on C, can be written as

dsg- = udp® + p?d¢?, u=ao®>+(1— az)(f;,)2 , (2.4)
where the function u has the asymptotics
Ulp=o = @%, ulpsa=1. (2.5)

The simplest example of the regularization is that corre-
sponding to the change of C, to a hyperbolic space:

1 —o?
2-Lo @y =a?, 220, (2.6)
2 2 2
2 _p tatat ., 5.

Instead of the singular manifold (2.1) one can use now
the regularized space M, with topology of Cy. To pro-
ceed, it is convenient to represent the scalar curvature on
it in the form

R=e""Rs—e “Ogo , (2.8)
where Rs and O are the curvature and Laplace operator
defined with respect to metric (2.4). Then, by taking into
account the form of the regularized volume element du =
e?/updpd$ and asymptotics (2.5), one can evaluate the

integral curvature on Mg:
oo 3 oo 2T
_ R= 27ra/ dpuju™2 — / Vupdpdd Oso
Ma 0 0 0

oo 27
=4r(l — o) — /0‘ A Vupdpde Oso . (2.9)

The conical metric results on the first term on the right
hand side (RHS) of in (2.9) which does not depend on
the regularization. The dependence on u appears only in
the second “volume” term in (2.9), but the latter turns
out to be finite in the limit when regularization is taken
off and it coincides with integral curvature computed in
the standard way on the smooth domain M, /¥ of M,,.
(Let us recall that ¥ denotes the singular set that is the
point p = 0 in the given case.) Thus, in the limit a — 0
one has, from (2.9),

_lim
Mo Mo J M,

R=47r(1-—a)+/ R. (2.10)

Mo /S

When in the region M, /¥ the curvature R equals to
zero, Eq. (2.10) reproduces the formula of Sokolov and
Starobinsky [12]. This result does not depend on the
concrete behavior of the regularization function u, which
can be shown to be a consequence of the Gauss-Bonnet
theorem relating the integral curvature in two dimensions
with the Euler characteristics. A more deep discussion
of this point will be given in Sec. III.

So far as only a singular point p = 0 can give rise to
the first term in (2.10), one can introduce a local repre-
sentation for the curvature on M:



@R = 2(_1; %) (o) +R, (2.11)

where §(p) is the d-function normalized as

/Ooo 6(p)pdp =1

In applications one also needs to handle with the higher
order curvature polynomials or nonlocal functionals on
conical defects. However, as distinct from the integral
curvature (2.10), they include in general nonintegrable
singularities such as 6™(p). Let us consider the properties
of such functionals on the simplest examples.

2. Integral of R?

Without loss of generality, assume that metric (2.1)
does not depend on the angle variable ¢. In this case,
introducing a new radial coordinate x = £, one can on
M, write the curvature at the singular point as a de-
composition:

1 40 zu'
_ 2_ 2y L _ 201 Ty 2
R—(l—aalz)(azmu2 o T +O(a)) ,
(2.12)
where u' = %. Using this it can be shown that the

equality

/~ R? = / R? 4+ 2R(0)L1(a) + X(aya) ,  (2.13)
Mq Mo /Z

X(a,a) = —%R(O)Iz(a) + é]s(a) (2.14)

holds at small values of the regularization parameter.
Here the relation —40, = R(p = 0) = R(0) has been
used and I (o) denote the integrals:

o) ~2ma [ an (1) = 0=

'u,% az

oo o 2
L(a) = 27raL dzx (;;’2;') uz

oo r\ 2
I3(a) = 27ra/0 %}z (%) u

The quantity I;(«) that enters into the finite part of
the integral R? does not depend on choice of the regu-
larization function u(p,a) and it is determined only by
asymptotics (2.5). However, Io(a) and I3(a) change un-
der variations of u(p), including coordinate transforma-
tions. Taking this into account there is no reason to con-
sider such terms in (2.13) separately and so they were
gathered in a combination X (a,a). It follows from the
form of (2.13), (2.14), and (2.15) that X (a,a) should be
an invariant function, singular in the limit a — 0. It is
also important that at small conical deficits X (e, a) van-
ishes as fast as (1 — @)? and only finite terms in (2.13)
dominate. This can be proved in general with the help

Nl

[

(2.15)
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of Eq. (2.4) but it is better to demonstrate for particular
regularization (2.7):

16m(1 — a2)? (a? + 3a + 1)

Ble) = — 52 A+a)p

_ 8n(1—a?)? (8a% + 9a + 3)
- 1504 1+ a)3

The above consideration teaches that (2.13) and other
similar invariant functionals cannot have a strict mathe-
matical meaning in the presence of conical singularities.
Nevertheless, the structure of singular terms in these in-
tegrals can be described and, as will be shown, in some
important cases all of them cancel each other or do not
contribute to the considered quantities leaving there fi-
nite terms not depending on the regularization.

I3(a) (2.16)

3. Polyakov-Liouville action

This is an example of the nonlocal functional playing
an important role in two-dimensional quantum gravity
since it is result of integrating the conformal anomaly. It
looks like [16]

WpL = /Rd) , (2.17)
where 9 is a solution of the equation
Oy =R. (2.18)

Consider (2.17) on the regularized space M, and make
use of (2.8). Then (2.18) is solved as follows:

¢:—U+¢c~' )

Pl
e = —2lnp +C/ —p—dp +FE, (2.19)
where 1z is a solution of Eq. (2.18) for the smoothed
cone C with the curvature Rz = ul,/(pu?), C and E are

constants. It should be noted that only for C = % can
this be written in everywhere regular form,

2 [Pul —a
ve=2 [ if + E
0

2.20
- [ (220)

and, moreover, the function 94 coincides in the limit a —
0 with the corresponding solution on the conical space
Ca:

1-a

Yo — e =2 Inp+E, (2.21)

where the possible singular term ~ Ina absorbed in re-
definition of constant E. The function v is important for
analysis of quantum effects on gravitational background
and enters into the formulas for the energy density of the
Hawking radiation and black hole entropy [7].

The nonlocal action (2.17) on regularized two-
dimensional manifold M, can be written in a more suit-
able form:
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WprMa] = /c" (Reg —20Rs + 00g0) . (2.22)

Obviously, the second and third terms on the RHS of
(2.22) give a regular contribution when regularization is
taken off. Taking into account Eq. (2.11), one gets, when
Co = Ca, :

/_ oRs = 4n(1 — a)o(0) , (2.23)
c

where o(0) can be zero, if the asymptotics (2.2) is as-
sumed. In addition, the limit

/~ eOso0 — /C oOco = Wer[Ma /5] (2.24)

4

can be identified with the contribution to the Polyakov-
Liouville action from the regular points of M,. The
remaining term in (2.22) for E = 0 has a nonlocal form

oo
_ Rgye =2ma /0

Ca
0 4 P ul/? _ o
— P /
_27ra/0 u3/2dp_/0 w32 dp

=X(a,a) .

(2.25)

As one can see, X(a,a) is regular in the limit a — 0
[for the regularization (2.6) dependence on a is absent]
but depends on the form of the regularization function
u. From Eq. (2.4) other important property follows that
when o — 1 the function X (a,a) vanishes as (1 — a)2.

Finally, one obtains the action (2.17) on M, in the
form

WPL[MQ] = WPL[MQ/Z] + 87['(1 - a)’l/"(z) +X(a) )
(2.26)

where 1 = —o is a solution of Eq. (2.18) when a = 1,
¥ is a singular point and X (o) = X («, a = 0). Thus the
nonlocal action Wpy, turns out to be finite (in the limit
a — 0) but regularization dependent. We will return to
Eq. (2.26) in Sec. III.

B. Higher-dimensional case

The technique can be extended now to higher dimen-
sions. Let us consider a two-dimensional cone C, embed-
ded in the Riemann d-dimensional manifold M, so that
near the singularity (p = 0) the metric is represented as

dsz —=e° (dpz +p2d¢2

d—2

+ 3 [ (0) + hij(60)%)d0%d67 + - )
2,7=1
=e7ds®, (2.27)

where the ellipsis means terms of higher power in p? and
¢ runs from 0 to 2wa. For convenience we prefer to use
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the same parametrization as in two dimensions but, as
distinct from this case, the singular set now is a (d — 2)-
dimensional surface ¥ with coordinates {#*} and metric
v:5(0). Near it M, looks as a direct product C, x X.
One can also consider M, having a number of singular
sets 3;, each with the corresponding conical angle «;.
Hereafter the metric will be assumed not to depend on ¢
at least in the small region of X.

The metric (2.27) can be regularized with a parameter
a as in two dimensions by changing the g,, component
in the conical part

ds? =¢° [u(p, a)dp® + p*de®

d—2
+ 3 Dl + by O 1a0'de? 1] (229

1,j=1

The curvature tensors for a manifold M, with metric
(2.28) and evaluation of the geometrical quantities in the
limit @ — O are similar to that we considered in two di-
mensions. Leaving the details for Appendix A, it should
be mentioned that only the two-dimensional conical part
of (2.28) gives rise to the singular contributions.

We begin with formulas for components of the Rie-
mann tensor that can be represented near ¥ as

(a)R!“’aﬂ =R" s+ 2n(1-a)
X [(n*nq)(n"ng) — (n*ng)(n"nq)] oz ,
(Q)R“u =R* +27(1 — a)(n*n,)ds ,

(@DR=R+4n(1 - a)ds , (2.29)

where 85 is the d function: [, fés = [; f; nk = n"ida:"
are two orthonormal vectors orthogonal to ¥, (n,n,) =
S nknk, and the quantities R*” ;, R%, and R are
computed in the regular points M, /¥ by the standard
method.

A consequence of (2.29) is the following important for-
mula for the integral curvature of M,

/ ("‘)R=47r(1—a)Ag+/ R,
o Ma/%

where Ay = [;; is the area of ¥. Equation (2.30) already
appeared in a number of recent publications for partic-
ular cases [6] and it was virtually implied in results of
(13]. If M, has a number of singular surfaces ¥; with
different conical deficits 27(1 — ;) then the first term in
(2.30) should be changed by the sum over all X;.

As arbitrary functionals on M, are concerned, we give,
as an example, the integrals of quadratic combinations in
R,xp- The chosen regularization leads to the results (for
details see Appendix A)

(2.30)
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5d —
R? =/ R? + (2[ R
M. Ma/S 1Ugd-1
3d—4

1 (d -
R, = ot sh—
[ E. /Q/ER“,JFd_l(le T

where Y (o) is a quantity divergent in the limit a — 0
and
m

p— (o2
Qs = - Ryaupniny njn

nP
2 7

. — R, nt ny .
For d = 2 expression (2.31) coincides with that derived
in the previous section. As in two dimensions, inte-
grals (2.31)—(2.33) contain both divergent [Y (a)] and de-
pendent on the regularization [Iz(c)] terms and can be
brought into the same form as (2.13) by gathering these
terms together. In this case the remaining part of (2.31)-
(2.33) will be a sum of the integrals over the smooth do-
main of M, and regularization-independent additions in
the form of surface integrals depending on either internal
or external geometry of ¥. Obviously, one can proceed
in this way and obtain similar expressions for functionals
being higher order curvature polynomials on M,. These
examples follow below.

III. APPLICATIONS

A. Generalized variational principle

As the first straightforward application of Eq. (2.30),
we consider the variational principle generalized on a
class of manifolds admitting conical singularities. It can
be used, for instance, in the description of gravitational
effects caused by cosmic strings. The gravitational ac-
tion including a cosmic string with the tension p and
two-dimensional world sheet ¥ reads

= 16G/R+"/ Wgr+u/

Without loss of generality we assume that manifolds on
which (3.1) is defined do not have the boundaries. Con-
sider this functional on the spaces M, with conical sin-
gularities distributed over ¥ and represent it, according
to (2.30), as

(3.1)

WMa] = We[Ma/S] + (—14;—(‘; + ,u) /E . (3:2)

The form of (3.2) can be used now to find its variations on
the given class of singular spaces, but without fixing the
actual value of the deficit angle at the conical singularity.
Thus, it is easy to see that, apart from the standard
Einstein equations following from the first regular term
on the RHS of (3.2), the independent change of the metric
on X results in the additional condition

)/E(R_RE)'FdTll(Il+%IZ)/EQ>:+%Y(a)AE,

1 1 1
R, = / Rpop + 70 (211 _ —I2> /(R Rp) + (411 _ ZIZ> / Qs + Y(a)As ,
M My /T
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8)12> /):(R—Rg)+87r(1—a)/sz;+4(d IZ/Qz—i—Y(a)Ag, (2.31)

(2.32)

(2.33)

f

1—a=4nGp (3.3)

being the well-known relation between the string tension
p and the conical angle deficit [1]. Condition (3.3) is anal-
ogous to the “surface Einstein equations” in the presence
of matter shells [17] that can also be obtained from vari-
ations of the gravitational functional [14]. As is seen, in
the absence of strings (3.3) is satisfied only at the van-
ishing deficit angle, @ = 1. Therefore, even in the geu-
eralized variational principle the extrema of the Einstein
action in vacuum are realized on the smooth manifolds.
The same conclusion was previously derived in [14] for a
minisuperspace model. On the other hand, spaces with
a number of different conical defects cannot be extrema
of the vacuum functional.

B. Topological characteristics of M,

Let us turn to definition of the Euler numbers x and
the Hirtzebruch signature 7 on manifolds with conical
singularities. We are interested in these quantities so far
as they are expressed through the integrals on powers of
the Riemann tensor to which the regularization technique
introduced above can be naturally applied. To be more
specific, consider such a characteristic, say x, on M, as
a limit of this quantity taken on the converging sequence
My

xMa] = _lim  x[Ma] =x (3.4)
Mog—Mg

By definition, the right-hand side of (3.4) is only deter-
mined by the topology of the smooth spaces and does
not depend on the regularization parameter. Therefore,
topological characteristics such as x of a singular mani-
fold M, simply coincide with those of M, and should be
well-defined integral invariants. Our aim now is to find
a concrete integral representation of x and 7 for M,.

1. Fuler numbers

To begin with, let us investigate the simplest example
when M, is a closed four-dimensional space with one
singular surface . For its regularized analogue M, the
Euler number reads

1 2 2 2
3272 /M (R* ~ 4RIW + Rm/aﬁ) .

Using (2.31)—(2.33) and going from M, to M, one ob-
tains from (3.5) a finite expression

X = (3.5)
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1
KMo = s / (R?—4R2,+R2,.5)+(1-a)x[Z],
327 MQ/E

(3.6)

where all the terms depending on the regularization are
mutually canceled. Formula (3.6) gives the desired repre-
sentation for x[M] in which the first term on the RHS is
the contribution to the integral from the regular points,
and x[X] = ;= Js Rx is the Euler number of the surface
by

Equation (3.6) can be generalized to higher even di-
mensions d = 2p. Without loss of generality, we confine
ourselves to the compact spaces without boundaries. In
this case, the Euler number of a 2p-dimensional smooth
manifold M is given by the integral [18]

X = ¢p / Lopy/gd?Pz | (3.7)
M

where £, is the quantity

‘C’P = €y pgepiap—1Hap 6V1V2"'V2p—1V2pRi‘1V/iiLz e Rﬂzgz—px_;:z:lpzp
(3.8)

and the constant c, is

1

(3.9)

P = 2t prp!

Now let the manifold in (3.7) be a smooth approxima-
tion M, of a 2p-dimensional space M, with a singular
2(p—1)-dimensional surface ¥. Then the Riemann tensor
of M, can be represented as the sum

MY DY 75y
RY 5= R(reg) o T R(con) oB (3.10)
of a term remaining regular when the regularization is
taken off and a term R:‘C’;n) op Provided by the conical
singularity. The latter has only one nontrivial component

[see (A3)]

bp 1 ug

o) o0 = 37 (3.11)

where £ = 2 and it is assumed that M, in the vicin-
ity of & is covered by coordinates {¢, p,#*} with metric
(2.28). Inserting (3.10) into (3.8) one gets a polynomial
with respect to Ré‘c’;n) op- However, because of the an-
tisymmetry of the e tensor only the first order of this
quantity survives and

Ly,= [,;eg + 4p€4’m'1---igp_2e¢Pj1"'-‘f2p—zR¢p

(con) ¢p
211 i2p—3i2p—2
xR 11'1‘1’.7'2 T §2p~3§2pf2 ’ (312)
where indices i; and jr run from 1 to 2p — 2. This

means that no singularities appear in (3.12) in the limit
a — 0 apart from an integrable é function resulting
in a surface addition on X. To evaluate it, choose the
normal vectors n* to ¥ so that n! = {n},,,O,...,O} and

n? = {O,nﬁ,O, ...,0}. Then the € tensor reads

A = nine
€ppir--ing_z = MgMp€iy iz 1) »

where ¢;,. is the rank 2(p — 1) Levi-Civita tensor

“ia(p—1)
on ¥. Because of the orthonormality of the vectors n*,
the product of € tensors in (3.12) becomes the product of

their 2(p — 1)-dimensional analogues:

J1J2p—2 — . J1J2p-2
ePPirizp = €. € =2

€ppiy--izp_2 ~izp-2

In addition, so far as the extrinsic curvatures of the sur-
face ¥ vanish due to the isometry, the Gauss-Codacci
equations [19] enable one to identify R*" —on ¥ with

the components of the Riemann tensor of this surface.
Thus, in the limit a — 0 one obtains the integral

xMa] = cp/ Ly, + 8mpey(1 — a)/ Lp-1) 5
Mo/ )]

(3.13)

3

where the first term on the RHS is evaluated in the regu-
lar points of M, and L;_1) takes the form (3.8) defined
with respect to the metric on ¥. Finally, comparing this
with (3.7) and using identity c(,_1) = 8pmc, one gets the
desired formula for the Euler number (3.7). We will write
this for the general case when M, has several singular
surfaces X; with the conical deficits 27(1 — a;):

x[Ma] = cp /M

T Lo+ 2(1 —a)x[Zi] . (3.14)

a

As was expected the whole expression does not depend
on the regularization and reproduces (3.6) as a particu-
lar case. This formula is also valid for a two-dimensional
space when the Euler number is proportional to the in-
tegral curvature and the singular surfaces are the point
sets. In this case (3.14) is a consequence of (2.10) if one
takes into account that x = 1 for a point. It is worth
mentioning as well that (3.14) reminds one of a formula
for the Euler characteristic of polygons where each vertex
gives a contribution in x determined by the correspond-
ing angular defect [20].

The case is of special interest when M, possesses a
continuous isometry rotation group in the polar coordi-
nate ¢ [Eq. (2.27)] and all the singular surfaces in (3.14)
have equal angles a; = a. Then, if a = 1, the space
is everywhere smooth. Otherwise, when a # 1, M,
can be obtained by the following chain of continuous
topology preserving deformations: Mg=1 — Mg=1 —
My = M. Therefore, one can identify the Euler num-
bers x[Mqa] = x[Ma=1], which result, due to (3.14), in
the interesting formula reducing the number x of a man-
ifold M, to that of the fixed points set of its Abelian
isometry:

XMa=i] = D x[Zi] (3.15)

where we made use of the fact that for the given case
the volume term in (3.14) equals ax[Ma=1]. Equation
(3.15) can be illustrated for the deformed hyperspheres
54 [8] with the conical deficits of the polar angle. Thus,
the singular set of S2 consists of its “north” and “south”
poles. Each of these points has x = 1 and one gets,
from (3.15), x[S?] = 1+ 1 = 2. On the other hand, the
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singular surface of S¢ (d > 3) is S%~2 and from (3.15) the
known identity x[S¢] = x[S??] follows. Note that Eq.
(3.15) is valid only for spaces with continuous isometry
in ¢ and it is violated for arbitrary kind orbifolds with
conical singularities.

2. Hirtzebruch signature

We confine the analysis to the four-dimensional case
that is of the most importance in applications. The
Hirtzebruch signature 7 on the smooth spaces without
boundaries is represented by the integral [18]

1 v @ o
= 962 /M RuvapR* ™7 /gd*z.

Consider this integral on the regularized space M, and
use Eq. (3.10) to extract the term giving a singular con-
tribution to the curvature tensor when regularization is
removed. Because of the Levi-Civita tensor, the only ad-
ditional surface term that can appear in (3.16) is defined
by the quantity

RP¢1.’I R

(3.16)

(con) p¢€1]p¢ ’

where R, 4;; are regular components of the Riemann ten-
sor taken on the singular surface ¥ and ¢j indices are
referred to its coordinates. However, taking into account
the behavior (2.27) of the metric near ¥ one can show
that R,4;; = 0 and the surface terms are absent. There-
fore, the Hirtzebruch signature on M, has the same form
J

[V1V2 V2p-1V2p] ppipg
WL_Z)‘ /22ppl [p1pz-pm2p— 1u2p]R vivz

where 5{} is the totally antisymmetrized product of the
Kronecker symbols and kq is (d — 2)/2 [or (d — 1)/2] for
even (odd) dimension d. In the four-dimensional case
there is only one term W; = % _]' R in this functional and
it is reduced to the Einstein action. It was argued [22]
that the gravitational action similar to (3.18) arises in
the low-energy expansion of string models. Moreover, be-
cause of antisymmetrization, no derivatives higher than
second order appear in the equations in the Lovelock the-
ory [21] and it turns out to be free of ghosts when ex-
panding about flat space [22].

The fact that the Lovelock action is a finite and well-
defined functional on manifolds with conical singularities
can be proved along the lines given for the Euler char-
acteristics. Indeed, each the integral W, in Wi can be
shown by using the properties of the Levi-Civita tensor
to be a dimensional extension of the corresponding Eu-
ler number x (3.7). Thus, the analysis showing that W,
is finite on M, and independent of the regularization is
completely the same as that given for x. The important
things one should use for this are the antisymmetricity
property and a helpful relation

k41 gvp glv2 vn]
[M Z( 1) 5,;;5[#2 e (3.19)

. R¢2p-1H2p

d
Vap—1V2p = ZAPWP ’
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as that on the smooth manifolds; it is given by the inte-
gral over the regular region

o R ver Ruu afyo 4 .
T[Ma] = 9672 /M > nab e Vod'e

(3.17)

One can also obtain 7[M,] in higher dimensions and
show that, similar to (3.17), it is represented by the in-
tegral over region M, /¥ without extra surface terms.

C. Lovelock gravity

Now a natural question arises: can one indicate higher
order curvature polynomials not reducible to topological
characteristics but still having strict meaning on the con-
ical singularities? The answer is positive. To begin with,
let us note that the integral of (R*> — 4R2, + RZ ;) is
the topological invariant only in four dimensxons where it
is reduced to a total derivative. Nevertheless, as one can
show with the help of (2.31)—(2.33), this integral, having
extended to higher dimensions, will be strictly defined as
before and can be represented in the same form as its
topological analog (3.6).

The given integral combination is a particular exam-
ple of the so-called Lovelock gravity [21] and its property
holds also for the general Lovelock gravitational action.
This functional is introduced on a d-dimensional Rieman-
nian manifold as the polynomial

(3.18)

f
After a simple algebra the Lovelock action on M, can be
represented as the sum of the volume and surface parts

kqg—1
= WilMa/Sl+2r(1-0) 3 Apa Wyl=],

p=0

WL [Ma]

(3.20)

where the first term is the action computed at the regular
points and the second one is a Lovelock’s action given on
the singular surface. It should be stressed that integrals
W,[X] are defined completely in terms of the Riemann
tensor on X:

_ 1 [ix
 22pp! /);6[-"

and Wy = fz:

Formula (3.20) can be used to investigate the equations
following from the extrema of W (M,). The variations
of this functional at fixed a result in the normal Lovelock
equations [21] and the surface ones:

“izp) Rlllz

i2p—1%2p
J2p) J1j2 R

J2p—1J2p

Wy[Z]

(3.21)
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kg—1 ) . ) )
27(1 - a) (Z Aprr 8 R, R w) = b}, (3.22)
[

where p is the density of a matter distributed over ¥. The
latter equation generalizes relation (3.3) between string
tension and polar angle deficit in the Einstein theory.
Remarkably, in the higher dimensional case, an essential
feature comes out: even if y = 0, (3.22) may have non-
trivial solutions different from these with a = 1. This
means that singular manifolds M, can be extrema in
the pure Lovelock gravity. However, further discussion
of this point is outside the aim of this paper.

D. Calculus of black hole entropy

Manifolds with conical singularities naturally appear
in the path integral approach to gravitational thermo-
dynamics in the presence of the Killing horizons [6-8,
23]. Let the space-time possess a globally defined time-
like Killing vector d; and be static. Then the free energy
of a field system at temperature T = 37! can be shown
to coincide, up to multiplier 8, with an effective action
functional W (8) given on an Euclidean section Mg of
the corresponding background manifold. The time co-
ordinate 7 of this Euclidean space has to be periodical
with the period . In the case of the Killing horizon ¥,
M acquires conical singularities on this surface and can

be described near it by the metric (2.27) with o = B%

Here ﬂl_{l is the Hawking temperature at which conical
singularities vanish and at which the black hole thermo-
dynamics is considered. However, to get the entropy S
from the partition function Z(8) according to the stan-
dard definition

0
S = (—/3(—% + 1) In Z(8)|p=px
one should put § to be slightly different from Bgy. In
terms of the effective action Eq. (3.23) can be rewritten
as

S = (a% - 1) W(Ma),

where for the background manifold the previous notation
M, has been introduced and a = ,3,3;11. Several exam-
ples how this formula can be used in the framework of
the given regularization approach follow below.

(3.23)

(3.24)

1. Higher-derivative gravity

Consider the following gravitational action being
quadratic in the curvature tensor:

W:/ﬁd"z(—lﬁ—GR-f-alR +aR*R,,

+a3R“"’\pR"u,\p) . (3.25)
The first term in (3.25) is the standard Einstein action,
whereas the others are usually motivated by necessity to
get rid off the one-loop ultraviolet divergences.

Obviously, a straightforward application of (3.24) to
calculate the black hole entropy in such a theory faces a
difficulty so far as the higher order terms are ill defined on
the conical singularities and first one should change M,
by its regular analog [7]. Then formulas (2.31)-(2.33)
give the following expressions valid for any dimension d:

R=a/ R-}—47r(1—a)/
My Mao=1 )]

Rzza/Mn 1R2+87r(1——a)/2R+0((1—a)2),

(3.27)

(3.26)
Mo

/ RYR,, = a/ R"R,, +47(1 — a)
o Ma=1

/R,wn nt +0((1—a)?), (3.28)

RMAPR p=a / RMAPR ap + 87(1 — @)

Ma=1

/ R,,,,,\pn”n

+0((1 - @)?),

Ma

(3.29)

where n! are two orthonormal vectors orthogonal to the
horizon surface X. To get (3.26)—(3.29) we made use
of the fact that M, is static and of the Gauss-Codacci
identity on X:

R = Ry + 2R, ninY

u p o
— Rupvon;ny n;

n;

in which the second fundamental forms are absent due
to the symmetry. The first integrals in (3.26)—(3.29) are
defined on the smooth space at = 1, they are propor-
tional to a and do not affect the entropy S. As for the
terms O((1 — «)?) in (3.27)—(3.29), they depend on the
regularization prescription and turn out to be singular in
the limit M, — Mg, but they do not contribute to S
and the energy of the system at the Hawking tempera-
ture (o = 1). Indeed, from (3.24) and (3.26)—(3.29) one
obtains for S the following integral over the horizon %

S = Z(_?AE — /2(87\'0,112 + 4maz Ry, ninY

(3.30)

+87ra3R“,,>‘pn"n;\n'n;-’> .
Remarkably, this expression differs from the Bekenstein-
Hawking entropy S = 4—1c—A2 in the Einstein gravity by
the contributions depending both on internal and exter-
nal geometry of the horizon due to higher order curvature
terms in (3.25). It is easy to see that the effect of inter-
nal geometry of ¥ is reduced to the integral curvature
of this surface. In four dimensions (d = 4) this, being a
topological invariant, is an irrelevant addition to S.
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It is worth noting that exactly the same expression can
be derived by the Noether charge method suggested by
Wald [24]. A difference between the two approaches is
that Wald’s method seems to be more general, but it is
defined on the equations of motion, whereas the above
derivation of (3.30) can be also applied off shell. A gen-
eral proof of their equivalence when taken on shell has
been given in [25].

2. Lovelock gravity

Expression (3.30) can be generalized to the theory with
the gravitational action being an arbitrary polynomial in
the Riemann tensor. A relevant example is again the
Lovelock gravity, where the static black hole solutions
do exist [26] and their thermodynamics can be treated
along lines of thermodynamics in the Einstein gravity
[27]. The entropy of a hole in this case can be inferred
from the Lovelock action (3.20) associated with the free
energy

5 ka—1
S = (a% - 1) WL(MQ)|Q=1 = 27 Z Ap+1Wp(2)

(3.31)

and it turns out to depend only on the internal geometry
of . Formula (3.31) has been previously derived in the
Hamiltonian approach in [28], whereas arguments based
on the dimensional continuation of the Euler character-
istics have been used for its derivation in [13].

3. Two-dimensional quantum models

Two-dimensional models of quantum gravity represent
a remarkable example when the one-loop effective action
W can be found explicitly. Thus, in the two-dimensional
(2d) dilaton gravity W is the combination
c
W =W, EWPL
of the classical dilaton action

Wo = — / d%z,/g[F (®)R + G(®)(V®)* + U(®)]

(3.32)

(3.33)

and the Polyakov-Liouville functional (2.17) generated
by the quantum effects, c is a constant associated with
the central charge.

The contribution of classical action Wy (3.33) to the
entropy can easily be found using Eq. (3.23):

So = 47I'F(‘I>h), (3.34)

where ®;, is the value of the dilaton field ® at the horizon
which in two dimensions is a point z;. This expression
coincides with that previously obtained in [29, 30]. As
for the quantum correction to S, it can be derived using
formula (2.26) that defines Wpy, on conical singularities
and the fact that X(a) ~ (1 — @)?. From (2.26) one
immediately finds

S1 = 35¥(an) (3.35)

The total entropy for the effective action (3.32) reads

S = S0+ Sy = 4nF(®y) + %wh (3.36)

In the conformal gauge one puts ¥, = 0. Again this re-
sult coincides with that previously obtained by means of
the Wald method [31]. We see that the function ¥(z) is
not uniquely defined; one may add any solution of the ho-
mogeneous equation w(z): Ow = 0. The concrete choice
of w(z) means the specification of the quantum state of
the system and it can be found from appropriate bound-
ary conditions [31]. Finally, it is worth noting that the
last term in (3.36) determines a correction which comes
from the conformal anomaly and for the dilaton holes it
leads to a logarithmic dependence of the entropy on the
mass of the hole [7, 32].
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APPENDIX

Here we present some technical details omitted in Sec.
II. Thus, to compute the curvature on the regularized
space M, one can take into account that the metric
(2.28) is of the form g,, = €?§,, and then make use of
the formulas for the curvature tensors of two conformally
related manifolds:

Rlg) = e (Rl + 5(d=1)0%,) |

R o) = = (R4 + §ld =200 + 807

R* glg) = e (B*513] + 60"h)) (A1)
where
O = ~2V,V00 + V,0V,0 — 2 5u(T0)? . (A2)

For metric g,, (2.28) we have, in the vicinity of p =0

!
=~ & _iuz
Rp¢p'"a22mu

!/ !
for = gy (1750 10,

1 h
il z _ ° o) 2
¢ a22zu?  u +0(a%) ,

~ 1 h zul, 2
_ e _ (4 A3
R a2m2+Rz u(4 u)—l—O(a), (A3)

+ 0(a?) ,

where h = v h;; and we introduced the variable z = £;

Ry is the scalar curvature of ¥. Other components of
the curvature tensors do not contain the terms divergent
in the limit @ — 0. As for the tensor o,, (A2), near the
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point p = 0 its components read

zu!
Opp = —801 + 40, um + 0((12) y
01
O'q; = —82— + O(az) y

(A4)

1 1z
Uaa —160'1 (; - Z u;:) +0((12) .

It is easy to see that in the limit ¢ — O only the two-
dimensional conical part of the metric g,, gives singular
contributions to the curvature tensors whereas the terms
in (A3) result in regular additions. Finally, taking into
account the form of the volume element

dii = a?e~%/2u3 (1 + 1a®z%h)/Fzdedpd? =20
one obtains Egs. (2.29).
Consider now the integrals of quadratic curvature com-

binations on M,. By using (A2)—(A4) in the limit a — 0
it can be shown that

5
R2-_——a/ R2+87r(1—a)/Rz—<811——I2)
Ma Moot by 2

x L B+ [(d _4)L, —16(d 1) (11 - 212)]

1
« /Eal + 5 lAs, (A5)
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3
Ri” :a/ RIZI'V + (le — 211) / h
Mg Mao=1 z
1 1
+ *(d—4)I2—4d Il—-—Iz /0’1
2 4 )

1
+ﬁI3A2 9 (A6)
R? = R? 1I h
uvaf o praf + 5 2
Mg Ma=1 z

1

+ [(d-—4) — 16 (Il - —I2>:| / g1
4 P>

1
+5 154y (A7)

where Ay = [; ﬁdd‘20 is the area of the singular sur-
face ¥. By means of identities (A1) the integrals [ h
and fz o, can be written in a coordinate invariant form
in terms of the curvature tensors for the initial metric

Iuv (2.27):
d 1
/ h= / (ZRMP,,Anfn;-’n?nf—ER,“,nfn;’) :
z =

8(d—1) /201 = /;(RE — R—dRyankninin?
(A8)

Finally, when using (A8), expressions (A5)—(A7) take the
invariant form of Egs. (2.31)—(2.33).

+2R,, nkn?) .
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