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A previous analysis of two-body Cabibbo-allowed nonleptonic decays of D° mesons and of
Cabibbo-allowed and first-forbidden decays of Dt and D] has been adjourned using more re-
cent experimental data and extended to the Cabibbo-forbidden decays of D°. Annihilation and
W-exchange contributions as well as final state interaction effects (assumed to be dominated by
nearby resonances) have been included and are in fact crucial to obtain a reasonable agreement
with the experimental data, which show large flavor SU(3) violations. New fitting parameters are
necessary to describe rescattering effects for Cabibbo-forbidden D° decays, given the lack of ex-
perimental information on isoscalar resonances. We keep their number to a minimum, three, using
phenomenologically based considerations. We also discuss C P-violating asymmetries.

PACS number(s): 13.25.Ft, 11.30.Er

I. INTRODUCTION

A theoretical description of exclusive nonleptonic de-
cays of charmed hadrons based on general principles is
not yet possible. Even if the short-distance effects due to
hard gluon exchange can be resummed and an effective
Hamiltonian has been constructed (recently, at next-to-
leading order [1]), the evaluation of its matrix elements
requires nonperturbative techniques. Waiting for future
progress in lattice QCD calculations one has to rely on
approximate methods and/or models.

The largely different lifetimes of charmed hadrons
make it clear that the infinitely heavy quark limit is quite
far from the actual situation. Therefore, the expansion in
inverse powers of the heavy quark mass characteristic of
heavy quark effective theory (HQET) [2] is presumably
not a useful tool in this case. Moreover, the methods
of HQET are not obviously extended to cope with ex-
clusive hadronic decays. On the other hand, the simple
factorized ansatz for the matrix elements is known not
to describe properly Cabibbo-allowed D° decays. The
color suppression of some contributions seems in fact to
be stronger than the factor I expected from QCD [3]
and the data exhibit large phase differences between am-
plitudes with definite isospin. We are thus forced, still
using the factorization approximation as a starting point
of the matrix element evaluation, to include important
corrections due to rescattering effects in the final states.
This we do assuming the dominance of nearby resonances
and taking from experiment, when possible, their masses
and widths. We also include W-exchange and annihila-
tion contributions that turn out to be larger than gen-
erally believed. The presence of nearby resonances may
well have the effect of increasing these terms relative to
their naive PCAC (partial conservation of axial-vector
currents) estimates.
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In two previous papers the Cabibbo-allowed [4] two-
body decays of charmed mesons were described in the
framework discussed above and the model was applied
to the analysis of Cabibbo first-forbidden decays of the
charged mesons [5] D* and D} and to their C P-violating
asymmetries.

The considerable success of that analysis prompts us
to extend it to the Cabibbo-forbidden two-body decays
of D°. The recent experimental determination of the
branching ratio B(D* — wn+7%) = 0.25 + 0.07% [6,7]
that agrees with our prediction [5] allows us to perform
an amplitude analysis on the complex of D — 77 de-
cays that shows a large (~ 90°) phase difference between
I =0 and I = 2 amplitudes. Moreover, a comparison of
the I = 2 amplitude with the I = % from Dt —» 7t K?°
shows a considerable violation of flavor SU(3) in the di-
rection of larger w7 amplitudes; on the other hand, it is
known since a long time and recently confirmed [7] that
the ratio of D° decay branching fractions to K* K~ and
to 77~ is much larger than the SU(3) prediction (i.e.,
1), showing an opposite pattern of SU(3) breaking in ex-
otic and nonexotic channels. Another striking signal of
the importance of SU(3) violations is given by the value,
quite similar to other Cabibbo-forbidden decays, of the
B(D° — K°K?°) that should be vanishing in the sym-
metric limit.

Our model describes satisfactorily the experimental
situation. For what concerns SU(3) breaking in exotic
channels it is the combination of several small effects
that yields a large result. These effects would not be
enough to explain the large KK~ to #Tn~ ratio and
to produce a nonvanishing decay rate to K°K?: in the
nonexotic channels the rescattering effects are essential.

In order to introduce these rescattering effects we need
to know masses, widths, and couplings of yet unobserved
spinless, isoscalar resonances with positive and negative
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parities, and masses around 1.9 GeV. One expects for
each parity two resonances of this type, a SU(3) singlet
and a member of an octet, that generally mix among
themselves. Such a large number of new parameters to
fit eight new data (or limits) for branching ratios is obvi-
ously unappealing, unless some arguments can be given
to reduce it. In the following we will show that rea-
sonable phenomenological assumptions may reduce the
number of new parameters to three.

We have to determine these by a fit to the data. Before
doing that we repeated the fit to all Cabibbo allowed and
to charged meson first-forbidden decay branching ratios,
which in the meantime have got lower error bars and in
some cases have also changed. The model is therefore
passing a more demanding test.

II. DECAY AMPLITUDES IN THE FACTORIZED
APPROXIMATION

The effective weak Hamiltonian for Cabibbo-allowed
nonleptonic decays of charmed particles is given by [U;;
are elements of the Cabibbo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM)
matrix]

= Gr
HAC=45 _ =
+C18%Yu(1 — vs)cad®y*(1 — vs)dg] + Hoc.

(2.1)

wdU2 [C28%yu (1 — v5)ca@Py* (1 — v5)dg

while for AC = —AS processes the Hamiltonian is ob-
tained from the same equation with the substitution
s > d. The effective weak Hamiltonian for Cabibbo first-
forbidden nonleptonic decays is

ac=+1,as=0 _ GF
Heﬂ' -

Nk +[C1Q% + C2Q4]

GF * 8 8
+EUusch[ClQ1 + CzQz]
Gr °
——Uw : C;Q; + H.c. 2.2
In Eq. (2.2) the operators are [8]
Qt{ = a4y, (1 — ’YS)dﬂd_B'Yﬂ(l ~¥s)Ca
Q5 = @™vu(1 — v5)dad®¥*(1 — ¥5)cs ,
Qs = @yu(1 = ¥s)ca Y 7 (1 - 75)as
q
(2.3)

Qs =1%u(1 —7s)cp Z q—ﬁ'yﬂ(l - 5)4a >
q

Qs = @*7u(1 = ¥5)ea Y P7*(1 +75)gs
q

Qe = °Yu(1 —¥s)cg D Pv*(1 + 75)qa »
q

The operator Q% (Q3) in Eq. (2.2) is obtained from
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Q¢ (Q%) with the substitution (d — s). In Egs. (2.1) and
(2.3) a and B are color indices (that we will omit in the
following formulas) and in the “penguin” operators g ()
is to be summed over all active flavors (u,d, s).

If we neglect mixing with the third generation (U, = 0
and U,,UZ, = —U,qU}; = sinfc cosfc) then the three
effective Hamiltonians

AC=AS AS=0 AC=-AS
Heﬁ‘ L leff Heff (2 4)
29 ] R ’ . 2 .
cos® bc V/2 sin O cos f¢ sin® O¢

form a U-spin triplet. Therefore, in the limit of exact
flavor SU(3) symmetry a number of relations between
decay amplitudes should hold. We shall discuss some
of them in Sec. IV and we will see that they are often
violated rather strongly.

We have evaluated the coefficients C; at the scale
1.5 GeV using the two-loop anomalous dimension ma-
trices recently calculated by Buras and collaborators [1],
assuming A}YS = 300 MeV, where MS denotes the mod-
ified minimal subtraction scheme. This value, which
corresponds to the best agreement between the exper-
imental data and the theoretical results on the exclu-
sive decay channels of D mesons, is compatible with the
experimental determination from measurements at the
CERN ete™ collider LEP [6]. The coefficients at next-
to-leading order are renormalization scheme dependent:
we assume in the following the values obtained using
the “scheme-independent prescription” of Buras et al.:
namely, C; = —0.628, C; = 1.347, C5 = 0.027, C; =
—0.057, Cs = 0.015, Cs = —0.070.

In the factorized approximation the matrix elements of
H.g are written in terms of matrix elements of currents,
(Vg)# = @v*q and (A3)* = 77" vsq.

We recall the definitions of the decay constants for
pseudoscalar (m, K, ...) and vector (p, K*,...) mesons,

(R(p)|A“|0> = —ifPip“ )
(2.5)
(Vi(p, M|V¥[0) = M; fvie™(A) ,
and the usual definitions [9] for the matrix elements of
the currents: '
2 2

M} — M;
(P:|V¥|P;) = <Pf +pf — —1‘;12—“11“) f+(qd%)
€e-q ,
q
q? )
—i 2y_€ "9
lAZ(q )M] +M—,

M? — M?
X(”“”?" “q—“q)

€ q
—a", (2.6)

2 2

+_J[;2___Lquf0(q2) )

(Vi|A#|P;) = i(M; + M;) A1 (q?) (6*“ -

*_q

+1:2M1'A0(q2)
eM l/pap;pff*a

Vi|V#|P;) = 2V (¢®
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To avoid the presence of a spurious singularity at ¢ =
0 one has to require that

F+(0) = fo(0) = vgq (2.7)
40(0) = Xt 4, 0) + M—;#Az(o) = aqy . (28)

The semileptonic decay rate for D° — K~ etv [10]
indicates a value v., ~ 0.79; assuming SU(3) symmetry
for the weak charges we will set

Ves = Ved = Ve = 0.79 . (2.9)

Using the definition (2.8) and the data on the semilep-
tonic decay D° — K*~e*v [11] we obtain a., ~ 0.54 =
0.13 (E653 Collaboration) or a., ~ 0.7140.16 (E691 Col-
laboration). Different lattice QCD calculations [12] give
similar results: in average a., ~ 0.74 £+ 0.15. The lim-
ited statistics for the data on D® — p~etv decay does
not allow an analysis of the different form factors, but
within large errors the measured branching fraction is
larger than theoretical predictions based on quark mod-
els [13]. Lattice results and results obtained in the frame-
work of QCD sum rules by using (2.8) on SU(3) breaking
are inconclusive because of large errors on the A; form
factor.

Since the data on D meson decays show large SU(3)-
breaking effects and since the axial charges are not pro-
tected by the so-called Ademollo-Gatto theorem, in our
fit we allowed a.; and a.q = @, to vary between 0.5 and
1 independently. The values chosen by the fit are a., =
0.59, consistent with experimental data, and a.q = 1 (in
fact, an even better fit would be obtained allowing larger
values for a.q). We note that these values do not agree
with the direct QCD sum rule calculation of A¢(g?) per-
formed in [14], where the authors conclude that SU(3)-
breaking effects should be small (acs/ac, = 1.10 £ 0.05)
and the ¢? dependence of the form factors compatible
with a polar dependence dominated by the 0~ pole.

The ¢ dependence of the form factors is assumed to be
dominated by the nearest singularity. This entails for the
c-quark decay terms the usual simple-pole form factors

Veu(s,d)
fi@®) = —5mm >
1-— qZ/Mlz)(“)(l')
(2.10)
Veu(s,d)
fo(@®) = — 5 —
1= ¢*/Mp;, (o)

and analogous expressions, with the mass of the light-
est particle with appropriate quantum numbers, for the
other form factors.

In the W-exchange and annihilation terms, however,
the large and timelike g2 values needed, together with
|

AW(DO — K_vr+) = _g\/%

the suggested existence of resonances with masses near
to the D-meson mass, make a prediction based on the
lightest mass singularity unjustified. These terms depend
on the matrix elements of current divergences between
the vacuum and two-meson states. We write them, with
the help of the equations of motion, in the way indicated
in the following examples:

(K0 (VE),0) = i(m, — ma) (K~ [5d[0)
=i(m, — md)%WPP,
(2.11)

(K~ p*|0"(A9)ul0) = i(ms + ma) (K~ p*|5v5d|0)

2M,

—(ms + ma) € -pxkWpv .
We assume SU(3) symmetry for the matrix elements of
scalar and pseudoscalar densities, and express all of them
in terms of Wpp, Wpy . In our approach the W;’s are free
parameters of the fit. Their magnitude turns out to be
considerably larger than what one would obtain assuming
form factors dominated by the pole of the lightest scalar
or pseudoscalar meson, i.e. K§(1430) or K (497).

We note that to obtain the amplitudes for Cabibbo
first-forbidden decays one has to evaluate matrix ele-
ments such as (n|dy*ysd|0) or, for penguin operators,
(n|dysd|0). To get the correct result it is necessary
to take into account the anomaly of the singlet axial
vector current; we have followed the method discussed
in [15]. In this scheme the 7-n’ mixing angle 6, results
to be equal to —10°. Remarkably, this value which is
consistent with the Gell-Mann—Okubo mass formula, is
also perfectly compatible with the experimental value of
I'(n — ~v) obtained by two-photon production exper-
iments [16]. Therefore the n-n' mixing angle is not a
parameter of the fit, as it was in our previous analyses.

If the final K meson in Cabibbo-allowed decays is
neutral, it has been observed as a short-lived neutral
K, Ks. There is therefore an interference between
Cabibbo-allowed (D — K° + X) and doubly suppressed
(D — K° + X) decay amplitudes. We have fitted the
experimental data Cexpt [6] using the definition

I'(D— Ks+X)=1Texp(D > K°+X), (212)
and included final state interaction (FSI) modifications
also for the doubly Cabibbo-suppressed part of the am-
plitude. The correction due to this effect is not negligible
and it helps in obtaining a better fit to the experimental
data.

We write now a few examples of amplitudes for
Cabibbo-allowed and first-forbidden decays in the fac-
torized approximation:

waU%[(C2 + £C1)(K™|(V7)ul D) (m | (A7)*|0)

+(C1 + EC) (K™ mF| (V1) u]0)(0] (A7) D))

_GF

= ——=UudUZ[(C2 + £C1) fr (K™ |0"(V)ulD®) + (C1 + £C2) fp (K~ |84 (V,1),]0)] -

V2

(2.13)
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In (2.13) the two terms correspond to c-quark decay and W exchange, respectively.

G
Aw (D¥ = Ksp*) = == UuaUZ[(C2 + EC1)(K°|(V;
+8ru,,u;

+(01 +£C2)(K°|(AD)u|0) (o |(AS,
G

)l DFYPTI(VE)#(0) + (C1 + EC2)(KP|(A7) ul0) (o™ |(AZ)¥| D))

al(C2 + £C1)(0](A3) u| D (K p™|(43)"0)
)#ID™)]

= —7 waUs[(C2 + £C1) foMpe™ (0 )(KP|(VS)u|DF) + (Cr + £C2) fr (p 10" (A3) u| DT))]

+—UusU <al(C2 + £C1) fp(K°p*|0%(A3),l0) + (C1 + £C2) fx (|0 (A

Wul D] (2.14)

In (2.14) we have given an example of an amplitude with K° and K? interfering contributions, that also contains an

annihilation term.

Gr

ﬁ U, ud
GF

./1w(l)+ — 7r07r+) = —

V2

2al(Ca + ECL (| (VE) ul DF ) (m ¥ | (AD)H]0) + (Cr + EC2)(m+|(V5) | D ) (| (43)*10)]

=——=Uud ((Cz +£C1) f(m°10* (V) ulDF) — (C1 + £C2) \/—<7T+|a”(vc)u|D+>)

Gr

= +—-UuaU2(C1 + C2) (1 + &) fr(nT|8*(V,

2

U,
o
Gp

+-LU.
\/5 ub

ulDF) (2.15)

2a(Ca2 + EC1) (™| (V) | D) (| (A5)¥]0)

Ul(Ca + €C3)(m~|(Vi§) u| D) (m ™| (A5)*|0)

~2(Cé + £Cs){m 7" [au|0)(0|aysc| D) + 2(Cs + £Cs)(n~ |de| D°)(m*|uy5d]0)]

¢ G . e
= — ZEUuaUls(Ca + EC1) fr(m™ |0 (V)| D) + “ZUwUZ | (Ca + ECs) fn(n™|0%(ViF)ul D°)
V2 V2
4 fo M3 Y o fxMZ 1
+2i(Ce + £C5) (™ |uu|0)————————+ — 2i(Cs + £Cs){n~|dc|D )m el I (2.16)
[
In (2.15) and (2.16) we give examples of Cabibbo-  Equation (3.1) implies
forbidden decay amplitudes, to the second of which pen- _ _
guin operators contribute. 'K —PV) 0.8 ~ Texpt (K) 3.9
The parameter { appearing in the above equatlons I'(# — PV) - Lexpt (%) (3-2)

should be equal to = in QCD. Since however other color
suppressed, nonfactorizable contributions have been ne-
glected we will consider it as a free parameter to be fitted
to the experimental data, following [3]. The result of the
fit favors a value ¢ ~ 0.

III. FINAL-STATE INTERACTION EFFECTS

We make the assumption that FSI's are dominated
by resonant contributions, and we neglect the phase
shifts in exotic channels. In the mass region of pseu-
doscalar charmed particles there is evidence, albeit not
very strong [6], for a JF = 0~ K(1830) (with I' =
250 MeV and an observed decay to K¢ [17]) and a
JP = 0~ m(1770) with ' = 310 MeV [18]. The coupling
of an octet of 0~ P resonance to 0~ + 1~ (PV) chan-
nels is determined from charge conjugation and SU(3)
symmetry to be

hfabe(8,Pa) Vi Pe . (3.1)

consistent with the assumption that the P resonances de-
cay predominantly into the lowest-lying P and V mesons,
which we shall make for simplicity.

For Cabibbo-allowed and doubly forbidden D° decays
and for Cabibbo first and doubly forbidden D* decays,
the FSI effect modifies the amplitudes in the following
way:

A(D = Vi Py) = Aw (D — Vi Py) + chrlexp(ids) — 1]

X Zch'k’AW(D — VhlPkl) . (3.3)

h'k!

In (3.3) chr are the normalized (3 cZ, = 1) couplings
PPV and
L(P)

— = (3-4)
2(M13—MD)—’LF(P)

sin dg exp(idg) =

where P is the resonance appropriate to the decay chan-
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nel considered (# or K). Equation (3.4) determines &g up
to a 180° ambiguity. The choice can be made according
to the number of resonances and bound states [19] that
are present in the channel at lower energies, each one of
them increasing the phase shift by 7. In this case the
P resonance may be assumed as the third resonance in
the channel, with dg close to %71' (in our recent preprint
a different choice was made for the PV channels).

For Cabibbo-forbidden D® — PV decays one expects
77 and 7}’ resonances to take also part to rescattering. Be-
cause of charge conjugation invariance, the singlet com-
ponents have vanishing coupling and the combined ef-
fect of the two expected isoscalar resonances may be de-
scribed by a phase attached to the isosinglet octet part of
the decay amplitudes. This phase is the only added pa-
rameter for these channels to be fitted. The fitted value
is ~ 243°, corresponding to two resonances with masses
one below and the other above the D° mass.

Coming now to FSI effects for parity-violating D —
PP decays we note that some evidence exists for a
JP = 0% resonance K¢ (with mass 1945+ 10420 MeV,
width 201 + 34 + 79 MeV, and 52 + 14% branching ratio
in K [20]). No aq isovector resonance has been observed
up to now in the interesting mass region. In [4] we as-
sumed its existence and we estimated its mass from the
equispacing formula

M2 = Mg . — Mg+ M: . (3.5)
In the fit we allowed the mass and the width of K} to
vary within the experimental bounds. The best fit values
are 1928 and 300 MeV, respectively. From Eq. (3.5) we
get M,, = 1869 MeV.

The SU(3) and C invariant coupling of a scalar S res-
onance to two pseudoscalar mesons is

\/ggsssdabcPanSc + gSlS(PaPO + POPa)Sa

+9881PaPaSo + 9111 PoPoSo . (3.6)
In (3.6) a,b,c = 1,...,8 are SU(3) indices, Py and Sy are
SU(3) singlets.

Assuming that the S resonances decay dominantly to
a pair of mesons belonging to the lowest mass nonet,
one obtains from (3.6) the branching ratio for (K§ —
K) as a function of the ratio of coupling constants r =
gs18/gsss. The further assumption of nonet symmetry
would imply » = 1. The experimental data allow two
possible values for r, one positive (and consistent with 1)
and another negative and close to —1. The best fit value
of r is —0.84, corresponding to a branching ratio for the
decay of the K resonance in Km of about 64%.

The description of rescattering effects for Cabibbo-
forbidden D° decays is complicated by the presence of yet
unobserved fo and f§ isoscalar resonances, which should
be singlet-octet mixtures. Denoting by |fo) the lower
mass state we define

|fo) = sin@|fs) + cos ¢|f1) ,
(3.7)
[fo) = —cos @|fs) + sing|f1) .

The results will also depend on the parameters a =
gss1/gsss and ¢ = g111/gsss, see (3.6).

To reduce the number of new parameters we assume
that these scalar resonances behave similarly to the ten-
sor mesons f (1270) and f} (1525): the f; is very weakly
coupled to 77, and the f; has in turn a small coupling to
KK. In order to forbid the f} — nm decay, we required
a and the mixing angle ¢ to be related by

1
4= ——.
\/Etan(ﬁ

The value tan¢ = +/2 would then imply a vanishing
branching ratio for the decay fo — KK. The best fit
value is tan ¢ = 1.14, not very far from 1.41.

The fit has therefore two new free parameters, A? =
M? — Mfzu and ¢. For any pair (AZ%,¢) there are two
pososible values for ¢, that are solutions of a quadratic
condition coming from the requirement of unitarity of
the rescattering transformation.

IV. COMPARISON WITH EXPERIMENTAL
DATA ON BRANCHING RATIOS

Starting from the weak amplitudes Aw defined in
Sec. II and modifying them with FSI effects as ex-
plained in the previous section, we evaluated the rates for
all Cabibbo-allowed two-body decays and for Cabibbo-
forbidden D* and D} decays as functions of the param-
eters of the fit. These are £, the parameters Wpp and
Wpy of the annihilation contributions, the axial charges
Acy = Qcq and ag,, the mass and width of the scalar
K resonance. We use the values (m,, mg, ms, m.)=(4.5,
7.4, 150, 1500 MeV) for the quark masses. The de-
cay constants are (fx, fx,f, = fx-, fu, f4)=(133, 160,
216, 156, 233 MeV). The pole masses in the form fac-
tors (2.10) corresponding to yet undetected charmed par-
ticles have been taken to be Mp.g+)=2470 MeV and
Mp-(0+)=2600 MeV. Other parameters relevant for de-
cay to final states containing 7(n') have been fixed fol-
lowing [15]. The results are presented in Tables I, II,
II1.

The best-fit results are reported in column three of
the tables. The total x2 is 80.6. The 25 data points
for Cabibbo-allowed decays contribute 61.8 and the 12
data points for Cabibbo first-forbidden decays 18.8. The
best fit parameters are £ = —0.027, r = —0.84, Wpp =
—0.29, Wpy = +0.29, ey = aeg = 1.0, a, = 0.59,
Mgk; = 1928 MeV, and I'k; =300 MeV. A separate fit to
Cabibbo-allowed data alone gives quite similar values for
the parameters. In the tables we have also reported the
theoretical predictions for the decays to final states con-
taining Ky, in order to show the importance of interfer-
ence effects with doubly Cabibbo-suppressed amplitudes.

We note that the relatively large SU(3) violation
present in the data for exotic D+ decays [6],

2
(Dt — «ntx0)
I'(D*+ — Kgnt)

Ucs
Ucd

R, = ~ 3.55 (4.1)
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TABLE 1. Decay branching ratios in percent for
Cabibbo-allowed two-body D° nonleptonic decays. In the first
column the experimental data are reported (upper bounds are
90% C.L.) [6], in the second column the theoretical values ob-
tained in the best fit. See text for further explanations.

fi Bexpt (D° = fi) Bin(D° = fi)
K nt 4.01+ 0.14 4.03
Ksn® 1.02+ 0.13 0.78
KLTrO - 0.57
Ksn 0.34% 0.06 0.46
Ky - 0.34
Ksq' 0.83+ 0.15 0.84
Kin' - 0.67
K*°r° 3.0+ 0.4 3.49
Ksp° 0.55+ 0.09 0.49
Krp°® - 0.39
K*nt 4.9+ 0.6 4.69
K pt 10.4+ 1.3 11.19
K*°q 1.9+ 0.5 0.51
K%y <0.11 0.005
Ksw 1.0+ 0.2 1.12
Krw - 1.04
Ks¢ 0.415 +0.060 0.42
Kr¢ - 0.48

(instead of R = 1) is well reproduced by the fitted data,
as also happened in [5]. This point has been discussed
in detail in [21] and more recently in [22]. The reason
is that several SU(3) breaking effects, each one rather
small, contribute coherently to enhance R..

We have also evaluated, not including them in the
fit, two recently measured doubly Cabibbo-forbidden
branching ratios. The experimental data are [23,24]

TABLE II. Decay branching ratios in percent for
Cabibbo-allowed and first-forbidden two-body D™ nonlep-
tonic decays. In the first column the experimental data are
reported (upper bounds are 90% C.L.) [6], in the second col-
umn the theoretical rates obtained in the best fit. See text
for further explanations.

TABLE III. Same as Table II for D} nonleptonic decays.

fi Bexpt(Dt — fi) Bw(DT = f)
Ksnt 1.37+ 0.15 1.08
Krpnt - 1.43
K*nt 2.240.4 0.64
Ksp* 3.30+ 1.25 5.28
Kip* - 6.49
ntn® 0.25+ 0.07 0.17

nty 0.75+ 0.25 0.36
atn <0.9 0.79
K°K+ 0.7840.17 0.86
pont <0.14 0.17
ptn® - 0.37
Pt <1.2 0.0002
ot <1.5 0.13
wrt <0.7 0.035
ot 0.6740.08 0.59
K°K*+ - 1.70
K*K* 0.5140.10 0.25

fi Bexpt(DF — fi) B (DS = f)
KsK+ 1.75+ 0.35 2.53
K.K* - 2.26

wtny 1.90+ 0.40 1.33
aty 4.7+ 1.4 5.89
ptn 10.0+ 2.2 9.49
ot 12.0+ 3.0 2.61
KK+ 3.3+ 0.5 3.86
KsK** 2.1+ 0.5 1.44
K.K*t - 1.93
¢t 3.5+ 0.4 2.89
wrt <1.7 0.0
pont <0.28 0.080
ptm® - 0.080
Ktn® - 0.16
Kty - 0.27
Kty - 0.52
K°nt <0.7 0.43
K*tg° - 0.029
K+p° - 0.24
K*ty - 0.024
K*ty' - 0.024
Ktw - 0.072
Kt¢ <0.25 0.015
K*nt - 0.33
K%t - 1.95

picr _ B(D® o 7~ KT)
0 B(D° — n+K~-)

= (0.77 £0.25 £ 0.25) x 1072 (4.2)

_ B(D* - ¢K™)

! _ +3.2 -2
R, = BT 5 grt) = (5.8%32 +0.7) x 1072,  (4.3)

and the theoretical predictions using the best-fit param-
eters are RE™ = 0.89 x 1072 and R/, = 0.76 x 102,

In the SU(3) limit the U-spin properties of the Hamil-
tonian should give REX™ = tanfc = 0.26 x 1072, also
discussed in [22]. Our model predicts RE™ to be 3.4 times
larger than this value. This is due mainly to the W-
exchange contributions, that should vanish in the sym-
metric limit and have opposite signs in the two ampli-
tudes, and also to rescattering effects.

On the other hand the theoretical value for R/, is much
smaller than the experimental datum that however dif-
fers from zero by only 2.5 standard deviations. We note
that in a factorized model the decay DT — ¢K* may
only proceed through annihilation and rescattering. It
is therefore difficult to reproduce the present very large
value for R/, .

We consider now D° decay processes, and in particular
Cabibbo first-forbidden decays. The D° meson is a U-
spin singlet and it should only decay to U-spin triplet
states, if flavor SU(3) is a good symmetry. Therefore in
that limit several relations among decay amplitudes hold.
For the parity-violating D°® — PP decays they are
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AD® - K°K% =0, (4.4)
AD® - KTK™)=-A(D® - ntn7)
_AMD® - Ktn™)
o tan GC
= —tanfc A(D° - K~7nt) (4.5

[the last equality corresponds to the symmetry prediction
discussed after (4.2)],

1

\/EA(DO — Kgm°) = cos 0,y A(D° — Ksn)

+ sin 6, A(D° — Ksn') , (4.6)
_%A(DO — 7°7°) = cos 0, A(D® — 7°n)
+ sin 0, A(D® = ©°7') , (4.7)
—A(D° - 7°7°) = (1 — tan?6,,,).A(D° — nm)
+2 tan 8, A(D° — nn’) ,  (4.8)
A(D® = m') = tan 8y, A(D°® — 1m)

+v/3[sin 0, A(D° — 7°n)

— cos 0,,"71 A(Do — 7('01’],)] . (4.9)

Comparing the above formulas to the experimental
data [6,7,23], we note that (4.4) is definitely not true,
the moduli of the amplitudes in (4.5) are in the ratios
(1:0.59:1.15:0.67) instead of being equal, relation (4.6) is
compatible with the data, but only with large phases,
and finally no data exist for (4.7), (4.8), (4.9).

In the factorization scheme the amplitude A(D° —
KP°K?9) vanishes, and we may only obtain a nonzero rate
in that channel through rescattering from the other de-
cay channels. Analogously, the small SU(3)-breaking ef-
fects (fx # fx,M3 — M2 > M3 — M%,...) are not
enough to reproduce the large ratio of KT K~ to nta—
rates. In Table IV we show the results of our best fit
to the Cabibbo first-forbidden decay rates. As explained
in Sec. III, to the parameters previously determined we
added two more free parameters A and ¢ and chose the
value of another one, c, between the two solutions of a
quadratic consistency condition. The fit we obtain is
good (x? = 1.7 with 4 data points). The best-fit re-

sults for the parameters are A = Mfzt,) - M? =1205
MeV, ¢ = 48.7°, and ¢ ~ —2.69. The corresponding
masses and widths of the scalar and isoscalar resonances
are My, =1778 MeV, I'y, =361 MeV, My, =2148 MeV,
and I'y; =389 MeV.

For parity-conserving decays, the relations obtained
from flavor symmetry are less restrictive in view of the
few existing data. For instance, the relation correspond-
ing to (4.4), namely,

AD® - K°K*°) + A(D° - K°K*°) =0, (4.10)
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TABLE IV. Decay branching ratios in percent for Cabibbo
first-forbidden two-body D° nonleptonic decays. See caption
of Table II and text for details.

fi Bexpt(D° — i) Bun(D° — fi)
w°n - 0.058
won' - 0.17
nn - 0.10
m’ - 0.22
om0 0.088 + 0.023 0.116
ata~ 0.159 + 0.012 0.159
KtK~ 0.454 + 0.029 0.456
K°K° 0.11 & 0.04 0.093
wn® - 0.008
o°n - 0.024
p°n' - 0.010
wn - 0.19
wn' - 0.0001
¢m® - 0.11
on - 0.057
K*°K° <0.08 0.099
K*K° <0.15 0.099
K**K~- 0.34+ 0.08 0.45
K* K+ 0.184+ 0.10 0.28
ptm~ - 0.82
p Tt - 0.65
p°r° - 0.17

is valid in the factorization approximation and rescatter-
ing does not spoil its validity in our model. Only upper
limits exist experimentally. Similarly, other SU(3) pre-
dictions are

AD® - KTK*™) = —A(D° = ntp™)
(4.11)
AD® - K~K*t) = ~A(D° = 7~ p*) .

The W-exchange terms strongly violate these relations
and our predictions are therefore at variance with them.
Data for 7p final states are unfortunately still missing.

The experimental data and the fitted values for parity
conserving Cabibbo first-forbidden D® — PV decays are
also reported in Table IV. The only parameter added to
those determined in the previous fits is the phase shift of
the isosinglet octet part of the decay amplitudes. This
parameter turns out to be 243° and the quality of the fit
is reasonably good (x? =7.7 for 4 data points).

V. CP VIOLATION

It is well known that CP-violating effects show up
in a decay process only if the decay amplitude is the
sum of two different parts, whose phases are made of a
weak (CKM) and a strong (final-state interaction) con-
tribution. The weak contributions to the phases change
sign when going to the C' P-conjugate process, while the
strong ones do not. Let us denote a generic decay ampli-
tude of this type by

A = Ae'St 4 Betd (5.1)
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and the corresponding CP conjugate amplitude by

A= A% 4 B*ei2 | (5.2)

The CP-violating asymmetry in the decay rates will be
therefore

|A]? — A

|A]Z + A2

_ 2Im(AB*)sin(; — 61)

~ |A]2 +|B|? + 2Re(AB*) cos(d; — 1)

acp =

(5.3)

Both factors in the numerator of Eq. (5.3) should be
nonvanishing to have a nonzero effect. Moreover, to have
a sizable asymmetry the moduli of the two amplitudes A
and B should not differ too much.

In Cabibbo first-forbidden D decays, the penguin
terms in the effective Hamiltonian (2.2) provide the dif-
ferent phases of the weak amplitudes A and B. Having
obtained a reasonable description of the decay processes,
including a model for their strong phases, we may en-
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visage the more ambitious goal to derive C P-violating
asymmetries using our model for the phase shifts. The
asymmetries resulting are around 10~3, somewhat larger
than previously expected. We stress however that the
actual numbers may vary appreciably for parameter vari-
ations that still give reasonable fits to the decay rates.

For D* (and D) decays the total charge allows us to
directly measure the rates to be combined in the asym-
metry (5.3). In the neutral D decays, however, the need
of tagging the decaying particle to tell its charm and
the possibility of D-D mixing make (5.3), as it stands,
not directly measurable. Let us consider the particular
case of an eTe™ factory at the 9", assume to tag D° by
semileptonic decays and define

o _ AU )P = [AG D))
P T AU e F AR e

(5.4)

Limiting our considerations to the simplest case, D de-
cays to a CP self-conjugate final state (f; = *f;), and
considering the time-integrated asymmetry, one obtains

2 2 2 2
o ) g s mE g (- 1g])
aCP: 3 Az 1 2 3 Az . (5.5)
q - 4
s (o fa]) + 15 (- a1 0 - [4])

In (5.5) A = A(D°® — f;) is the decay amplitude, the
mass matrix eigenstates are defined as

|Ds,z) o |D°) + §|D°>

and the mixing parameters are

L 2AMs — My)
I's+TIyg

_Fs——FL
y—F5+FL )

’

The mixing for charmed mesons is experimentally
known to be small (|z| < 0.083, y < 0.085) [6] and
the theoretical calculations of the short-distance contri-
butions give very small predictions. A reliable calculation
of long-distance terms is problematic, even more so for
CP violation in the mass matrix and the ratio p/q. We
did not consider at all the time dependence in the asym-
metries, since these depend on the phase of p/q. We note
anyhow that the smallness of £ and y prevents the de-
velopment in time of appreciable asymmetries even if the
phases would allow this. We expect moreover that the
modulus |p/g| will differ from one by a small amount,
~ 1073, Therefore we can expand (5.5) in the small
quantities

cor = § (1[4 smameto = 12" ).

with the result
agp ~ acp(l — &) — 26 Re(e) + --- . (5.6)

In (5.6) the definition § = 1—(1 — y?)/(1 + 22) is used.

Experimentally § < 0.014. Therefore, if acp is not
much smaller than Re(e), the measured asymmetry will
be agﬁp ~ acp.

We report in Table V the values of acp that we ob-
tain in our model for several decay processes. We chose
to give only the results that correspond to a good fit
for the branching ratios, even if the predictions for some
other decay channels are also large. For parity-conserving
D° decays the final states are not CP eigenstates, and
the corresponding formula for a%ﬂp is more complicated;
however, we note that for amplitudes of not too different
absolute values, as it happens in Cabibbo first-forbidden
decays, and given the smallness of the mixing parame-
ters, the result is again a‘gfp ~ acp. If the final state
contains a neutral kaon, normally identified by its decay
to w7, one has to disentangle the C P-violating effects
in D and K decays. How to do this for the D decays has
been discussed in [5]. We note that these channels are

TABLE V. CP-violating decay asymmetries for D" and
D° Cabibbo-forbidden decays. See text for explanation.

Decay channel 10® x acp Decay channel 103 x acp
DY - %2t 1174068 Dt - K°K*t —0.51-+0.30
Dt = ptn® 41.2840.74 D° - n°p  +1.4340.83

D° —» K*°K° +40.67+0.39 D°— x%' —0.98+0.57

D° - K*°K® +40.67+0.39 D° - nn  +0.50 £0.29

D° - K**K~ —0.0384+0.022 D°—nyp  +0.28+£0.16

D° - K*"K* —-0.16+£0.09 D°— x°2° —0.54+0.31
D° - ptn~  —037+022 D°—>atx~ 40.024+0.01
D° - p 7t  4036+0.21 D°—» KtK~ +40.13+0.8

D° — K°K® —0.28+0.16
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not very promising candidates to look for C P-violating
effects in D decays.

We evaluated the central value for acp choosing for
the Maiani-Wolfenstein parameters (p,n) the values (0.2,
0.3), following a recent analysis of CKM parameters [25],
and U, = 0.040. We varied (p,n) in the one-sigma region
obtained in [25] for fg = 200 + 40 MeV. The error given
in Table V reflects only this uncertainty, which is already
quite large.

VI. CONCLUSION

We have presented a generally successfull description of
the complex of two-body nonleptonic decays of charmed
mesons. We fitted 45 experimental branching ratios with
11 free parameters, that assume values close to the ex-
pected ones at the minimum of the x? = 90.

We note that the large SU(3) breaking effects shown by
the data are well reproduced in our results. Rescattering
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(FSI) effects are particularly important in this respect:
their parameters are derived from experimental data on
nearby resonances. The masses of these being unequal,
flavor SU(3) breaking is induced through the difference
in the phase shifts for each isospin channel.

W-exchange and/or annihilation contributions are
substantial in many cases. The danger of getting too
big decay rates for D, Cabibbo-favored decays has been
avoided in our model imposing chiral symmetry require-
ments.

Moreover, the rather large final-state phase shifts and
“penguin” operator contributions lead us to envisage
CP-violating asymmetries larger that 1072 in some de-
cay channels.
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