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We elaborate on the production of the standard model Higgs particle at high-energy e+e colliders
through the reaction e+e —+ ZH. Particular emphasis is put on the intermediate mass range. In
addition to the signal we discuss in detail the background processes. Angular distributions which
are sensitive to the spin and parity of the Higgs particle are analyzed.

PACS number(s): 14.80.Bn, 13.10.+q

I. THE PHY'SICAL BASIS

The fundamental particles in the standard model

(SM), gauge bosons, leptons, and quarks, acquire their
masses by means of the Higgs mechanism [1]. The masses
are generated through the interaction with a nonzero
scalar field in the ground state, inducing the sponta-
neous breaking of the electroweak SU(2)r xU(1)v sym-
metry down to the electromagnetic U(1)EM symmetry.
To accommodate the well established electromagnetic
and weak phenomena, this mechanism requires the ex-
istence of at least one weak isodoublet scalar field. The
three Goldstone bosons among the four degrees of free-
dom are absorbed to build up the longitudinal polariza-
tion states of the massive W+, Z bosons. One degree
of &eedom is left over, corresponding to a real physi-
cal particle. The discovery of this Higgs particle is the
crucial experiment for the standard formulation of the
electroweak interactions.

The only unknown parameter in the SM Higgs-boson
sector is the mass of the Higgs particle. Even though
the value of the Higgs-boson mass cannot be predicted,
interesting constraints can nevertheless be derived &om
bounds A on the energy range in which the model is
taken to be valid before perturbation theory breaks down
and new dynamical phenomena could emerge. If the
Higgs boson mass is less than about 180 to 200 GeV,
the standard model with weakly interacting particles can
be extended [2] up the grand unified theory (GUT) scale
AGUT 10 GeV. This attractive idea is very likely to
play a key role in the renormalization of the electroweak
mixing angle sin 8~ from the GUT symmetry value 3/8
down to the experimental value 0.2 at low energies.
A lower bound on the Higgs boson mass follows in the
SM &om the requirement of vacuum stability for large
top quark masses. If, for a given Higgs boson mass, the
top quark mass increases, radiative corrections drive the
scalar potential to negative values [3] so that, in turn, for
a top mass of 150 GeV, the Higgs boson mass must ex-
ceed 100 GeV. We therefore focus in this study on the
important Higgs boson mass range Mz & M~ & 2Mz,

generically referred to as the intermediate Higgs boson
mass range.

Once the Higgs boson mass is fixed, the triple and
quartic self-couplings of the SM Higgs particle are
uniquely determined. The scale of the Higgs couplings
to massive gauge bosons and quarks and/or leptons is
set by the masses of these particles. As a result, the pro-
file of the Higgs boson can be predicted completely for a
given value of the Higgs mass: the decay properties are
fixed and the production mechanisms and rates can be
determined.

The width of the SM Higgs particle increases &om
small values of a few MeV in the 100 GeV mass range
quickly to 1 GeV at a mass of M~ 200 GeV.
Throughout the intermediate mass range, the width re-
mains so small that it cannot be resolved experimentally.
The dominant decay mode for masses below 140 GeV
is the bb decay channel [see Fig. 1]. For higher mass val-

ues, the WW and ZZ decays become dominant, one of
the vector bosons being virtual below the threshold for
two real bosons. Other decay modes [r+r, cc, and gg]
occur at a level of several percent in the lower part of the
intermediate mass range.

The most comprehensive search for Higgs particles has
been carried out in Z decays at the CERN e+e collider
LEP. A lower bound on the Higgs mass of about M~ &
62.5 GeV could be established so far [4]; this limit can be
raised to 65 GeV by accumulating more statistics. In
the second phase of LEP with a total energy of about 180
GeV, Higgs particles can be searched for up to masses of
about 80 GeV.

Beyond the LEPII range, new accelerators are needed
to search for this particle and to explore its proper-
ties. The multi- TeV pp colliders, the CERN Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) and Superconducting Super Col-
lider (SSC), can sweep the entire Higgs mass range up
to the SM limit of about 800 GeV [5]. In the up-
per part of the intermediate range, the lepton channels
H —+ ZZ* —+ 4l+ will be used, while in the lower part
the rare photon decay H ~ pp is the sole decay channel,
established so far, which can be exploited to search for
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strahlung] are well under control [16]. The bulk of these
corrections is due to photon radiation &om the incoming
electrons and positrons. The size of the radiative correc-
tions to the total cross section is shown in Figs. 3(a) and
3(b). The solid curves include the one-loop weak cor-
rections and the initial-state radiation up to O(n2) with
the in&ared sensitive parts exponentiated. For small M~
they are large and positive since photon radiation pulls
the e+e system to smaller energies where the cross sec-
tion increases. Photon radiation reduces the cross sec-
tion, on the other hand, when MH approaches the thresh-
old value. The genuine weak corrections have been shown
to be small, reducing the cross section by a few percent
[apart from resonating destructive interference spikes at
Mlf = 2Mgr and 2Mz].

For narrow-band beam designs such as the Desy-
Darmstadt Linear Collider (DLC) and the TeV En-
ergy Superconducting Linear Accelerator (TESLA) [19],
beamstrahlung [17] affects the cross section much less
than the standard initial-state photon radiation. The
change of the cross section, relative to the Born cross
section, is exempli6ed for these design studies in Fig. 4.

The cleanest channel for isolating the signal &om the
background is provided by the p+y, /e+e decay mode
of the Z boson. Depending on the mass of the Higgs
boson, either B ~ bb decays dominate for M~ & 140
GeV, or H ~ WW* decays for MH & 140 GeV. We
shall assume a perfect y;vertex detector with 100%%uo B
detection efficiency, which is not far &om experimental
reality [20]. Z ~ p+p can be tagged by allowing the
invariant p+p, mass to vary within ~M„+„- —Mz~ & 6
GeV. For the cases H ~ VV' (V = W, Z), we tag the
hadronic decays of the on-shell vector boson by requiring
that ~M~~

—Mv
~

( Mv/10. While the signal events prefer
the central region of the detector, as discussed later in de-
tail, the background reactions e+e ~ Z+ X are in gen-
eral strongly peaked in the forward direction due to the
t-channel exchange of electrons [12]. A cut

~

cos ez~ ( 0.6
therefore improves the signal-to-noise ratio signi6cantly.
For the study of H m bb the dominant backgrounds
come from e+e m ZZ*, Zp", p'p* m (p+p )(bb), as
well as e+e m tt m (bp+v)(bp, v). The other back-

(2)

where a, = —1,v, = —1+4 sin 8~ are the Z charges of
the electron, and P = [1 —(M~+ Mz) /s][l —(M~-
Mz) /s] is the usual two-particle phase space factor, pro-
portional to the momentum squared of the particles in
the final state. The cross section is shown in Fig. 3(a) for
three energy values 300, 400, and 500 GeV as a function
of the Higgs mass, and in Fig. 3(b) for three representa-
tive values of the Higgs mass as a function of the total
energy +a. With o. 200 fb, a rate of 4000 Higgs
particles in the intermediate mass range is produced at
an energy +s = 300 GeV and for an integrated lumi-

nosity of jCdt = 20 fb ~ within one year of running.
Asymptotically, the cross section scales as 8

The radiative corrections sui generis [without beam-
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FIG. 3. Total cross sections for the bremsstrahlung pro-
cess: (a) as a function of the Higgs boson mass and for three
energy values ~s = 300, 400, and 500 GeV and (b) as a func-
tion of the center-of-mass energy for three values of the Higgs
mass M~ = 120, 150, and 180 GeV. While the dashed curves
represent the cross sections in the Born approximation, the
solid curves include the one-loop electroweak corrections as-
suming m~ ——150 GeV.
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cos 8»
~

( 0.6 of
the p+p, pair momentum with respect to the e+ axis has been used; the effects of bremsstrahlung, beamstrahlung, and the
beam-energy spread are taken into account.

grounds like e+e ~ bbZ, with the Z bosons radiated
ofI' the bb final state, are very small and can safely be
neglected. On the other hand, for H m WW' the dom-
inant background comes from the continuum production
of e+e m ZWW* -+ (p+It )+X. The backgrounds for
the channel H ~ ZZ* are more complicated. In addition
to the continuum production of e+e ~ ZZZ*, there are
also combinatorial ambiguities in the signal process from
the chain e+e ~ ZH ~ (jj)(ZZ*) ~ (jj)(IJ+p jj),
which will not contribute to the Higgs peak in the miss-

ing mass spectrum but rather broaden the continuum
[see Figs. 5(c) and 6(c)j. Without loss of a large frac-
tion of the signal events, we can assume that all the jets
are very well separated, so that the QCD cross section
o(e+e ~ qqggZ) is of O(a~a, ), i.e. , suppressed by a
factor of a~a, compared to the signal. The main back-
ground reactions are summarized in Table I.

The distributions with respect to the missing mass,

M2„„i —— (p, — + p,+ )
—(p„- + p„+), are shown in

Figs. 5(a)—(c) for the three channels defined in Table I as-

suming ~s = 500 GeV. In each channel we consider three
representative values of MH. MH ——100, 125, 150 GeV
in the H M bb case, MH ——120, 150, 180 GeV in the

H ~ WW' case, and MH —— 150, 200, 250 GeV in
the H ~ ZZ' case. In Figs. 6(a)—(c), we show the
corresponding results for its = 300 GeV. Signals and
backgrounds have been added, the cuts specified above
have been applied, and initial-state bremsstrahlung and
beamstrahlung corrections have been taken into account
assuming the DLC narrow-band design. For this de-

sign, the smearing due to beamstrahlung is small at
v s = 500 GeV and almost negligible at +s = 300 GeV.
Without the energy loss connected with these initial-
state radiative effects the signals would appear as a sharp
peak at M, c~j] MH Throughout our study we have
identified jets with the partons in which they originate.
In the analysis of the tt background we have assumed
mq ——150 GeV.

In Figs. 5(a) and 6(a), the ZH -+ (@+p, )(bb) sig-
nal is shown with its background added. The M„, ;]
distribution starts slightly below MH, rises steeply to
the peak at MH, and tails off towards larger values of
M„, ;]. For MH & 100 GeV, the suppression of the
ZZ background by p vertexing is essential. For larger
MH, the Higgs and Z peaks are clearly separated. Fig-
ures 5(b) and 6(b) show the M„, ;i spectrum for the
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TABLE I. Signal and main background processes to Higgs production via bremsstrahlung
e+e ~ HZ, for various mass ranges.

Channel H +bb
MH ( 160 GeV

H wWW'
MH ) 110 GeV

H w ZZ
MH ) 180 GeV

Signal e+e m (p+p )(bb) e+e + (p+ p )(WW') e+e -+ (p+p )(ZZ)

Bkgd e e ~ZZZp, p p
e+e + tt -+ bbp+p vv

e+e + ZlVW' e+e ~ ZZZ
[e+e ~ ZH ~ (jj)(p+p jj)]

ZH -+ (p+p )WW' signal with the continuum back-
ground added. For M~ ——120 GeV, the Higgs peak is
low due to the small branching fraction of H ~ WW'.
Once M~ ) 140 GeV, B(H ~ WW') increases, how-

ever, quite fast with M~ [see Fig. 1(b)] and the Higgs
peaks are very prominent in the curves for M~ ——150 and
180 GeV. All these curves will eventually merge together
at the high end of the M„, ;i spectrum because only the
continuum background of e+e ~ ZWS" contributes
there. Figures 5(c) and 6(c) exhibit essentially the same
features as Figs. 5(b) and 6(b), except that the curves in
these figures will not merge at high M„, ;i. This is due
to the presence of the combinatorial "background" &om
e+e ~ ZH -+ (jj)(p+p, jj), which will not contribute
to the Higgs peak but to the continuum; in particular,
the increase of the background at large M„, ;i for the
200 GeV case is due to combinatorics. In conclusion,
M~ can be easily determined from the M„, ;i spectrum.

At this point, we investigate the significance S/~B of
the ZH signal (S) on the ZZ background (B), assuming
tagging of one 6 with probability ep and misidentifica-
tion of one c as a b with probability t, . In the limit of
perfect b tagging, eg ——1 and e', = 0. We neglect the
small probability of misidentification of light quarks as
b's. Furthermore, we make the following approximations
for the branching ratios: B(H ~ bb) &) B(H ~ cc) and
B(Z ~ bb) B(Z -+ cc). The probability that at least
one of the two b's is detected is 1 —(1 —es) . Thus the
significance achieved with at least one b tagged is

S ~ o(ZH) B(Z m p+p, ) B(H + bb)

v B /2(r(ZZ) B(Z ~ p+p —
) B(Z -+ bb)

where 8 is the integrated luminosity and

(3)

The cross sections in fb for the p,+p bb final states of
ZH and ZZ origin are given in Table II for several val-
ues of M~ at ~s = 0.5 and 0.3 TeV, where the distri-
butions have been integrated over the recoil-mass range
MH —5 GeV & Mrecoil ( M~ + 10 GeV. Also given
is the significance for a luminosity of 10 fb assuming
perfect b tagging. The values for higher luminosity can
be obtained by scaling up these numbers with ~C. For a
realistic detector it is estimated that e', —0 2eb [10.]. Us-
ing this relation, one has Pg ——0.54, 0.72, 0.81, 0.86, 0.86
for eg ——0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8, 0.9. The reduction in the signif-
icance is less than 25%%uo as long as the single-b tagging ef-
ficiency is greater than 50Fo. Under such circumstances,
Higgs detection in the bb mode of the bremsstrahlung
process is feasible at least up to 125 GeV at a 0.5 TeV
collider with 10 fb luminosity. The situation is even
considerably better at ~s = 0.3 TeV, due to the higher
cross section for the signal. Taking into account also
e+e bb final states, S/v B is scaled up by a factor of ~2.
With double-b tagging, the factor Ps in Eq. (3) is replaced

TABLE II. Cross sections of the e+e -+ ZH + p, +p bb signal and the e+e -+ ZZ ~ p, +p bb

background, integrated over the range M~ —5 GeV ( M„, ;i ( MH + 10 GeV, and statistical
signi6cance, assuming perfect b tagging and, for the numbers in parentheses, eb ——0.5 giving
Pg ——0.77, for mH ——100, 125, 150 GeV and 8 = 10 and 100 fb . The upper entries refer
to ~s = 0.5 TeV, the lower ones to ~s = 0.3 TeV.

100

o(ZH m p+p bb)

0.56
2.53

o(ZZ -+ p+p bb)

0.18
0.65

10 fb
4.1 (3.2)
9.9 (7.7)

S/~B
100-'fb

13.0 (10.1)
31.4 (24.3)

125 0.42
1.62

0.05
0.15

5.8 (4.5)
13.4 (10.4)

18.4 (14.2)
42.3 (32.7)

150 0.13
0.37

0.03
0.10

2.4 (1.8)
3.7 (2.8)

7.5 (5.8)
11.6 (9.0)
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by PI,I, = eI, / (E& + e ) . Again taking e' = 0.2ei„one
now has Pbb ——0.20, 0.39, 0.59, 0.78, 0.88 for the same
ep values as above. The requirement of double-b tagging
is considerably more costly with low 6-tagging e%ciency
and probably unnecessary, except for confirmation.

III. THE J' = 0++ QUANTUM NUMBERS
OF THE HIGGS BOSON

The scalar character of the Higgs particle can be tested
at e+e colliders in several ways. The angular distribu-
tion of the e+e ~ ZH final state depends on the spin
and parity of the Higgs particle. The same is true of the
angular correlations in the Higgs decay to fermion and
gauge boson pairs. The observation of the decay or fu-
sion processes H ~ pp would rule out spin =1 directly
by Yang's theorem and fixes the charge conjugation to be
positive C = +. This follows also from the decay and fu-
sion processes H ~ ZZ, as well as &om the observation
of the bremsstrahlung process e+e + Z* —+ ZH.

A. Production process

Since the production of the final state e+e m Z* +

ZH is mediated by a virtual Z boson [transversally polar-
ized along the e+ beam axis), the production amplitude
could be a monomial in cos /sin tI). In the SM, however,
the ZZH coupling

Z(ZZH) = (v 2Gz) Mz~HZzZz

is an S-wave coupling e~ . e2 in the laboratory &arne,
linear in sin 0 and even under parity and charge conjuga-
tion, corresponding to the 0++ assignment of the Higgs
quantum numbers. The explicit form of the angular dis-
tribution is given by

«(ZH)
dcos8

e+e m Z* + ZA (9)

of a pseudoscalar state A(0 +) in order to underline the
uniqueness of the SM prediction. The pseudoscalar case
is realized in two-doublet Higgs models, in which the
ZZA couplings are induced by higher-order loop effects
[21]. The effective pointlike coupling

L(ZZA) = —(~2Gz) MzAZ" Z„. , (10)

where the momentum dependence Ps is characteristi-
cally difI'erent &om the ZH production cross section near
threshold.

The angular correlations specific to the S-wave 0++
Higgs production in e+e -+ ZH can directly be con-
fronted experimentally with the process e+e + ZZ.
This process has an angular momentum structure that is
distinctly different &om the Higgs process. Mediated by
electron exchange in the t-channel, the amplitude is built-
up by many partial waves, peaking in the forward and
backward direction. The two distributions are compared
with each other in Fig. 7. This figure demonstrates the
specific character of the Higgs production process, which

with g being a dimensionless factor and Z"" = t
""~ Z~,

is a P-wave coupling, odd under parity and even under
charge conjugation. It reduces to (ei x e2) (pi —p2) in
the laboratory &arne. Since the Z spins are coupled to
a vector, the angular distribution is again a binomial in
sin 0:

do(ZA)
dcos0 2

independent of the energy. The Z boson in the final state
is purely transversally polarized so that the cross section
need not be sin 8 in this case. The total cross section
is given by

3

o(ZA) = I1 4 (a, + v, ) 2 2, (12)

For high energies, the Z boson is produced in a state of
longitudinal polarization,

8Mz
oL, + op 12M' + P2s

0.8

0.6

(1/a) do/dcos8 e+e ~ ZH

I I I

I

I I I I

I

I I I I

so that, in accordance with the equivalence theorem [13],
the production amplitude becomes equal to the ampli-
tude M(e+e ~ 4 H), with 4 being the neutral Gold-
stone boson which is absorbed to build up the longitu-
dinal degrees of freedom of the electroweak bosons. The
angular distribution therefore approaches the spin-zero
distribution asymptotically:

0.4

0.2

vs = 500GeV e+e -+ ZZ

1 do(ZH) 3
tY dcos0 4

Even though the nature of the Higgs phenomenon re-
quires the Higgs field in the SM to be necessarily a scalar

= 0++ field, it is nevertheless interesting to confront
the predictions in (4,5) with the production

MI, ——120GeV

p p I I

—1.0 —0.5
I

0.0
cos8

I

0.5 1.0

FIG. 7. Angular distributions for the processes e+e
ZH, e+e -+ ZA and e+e —+ ZZ for a Higgs mass of 120
GeV and a c.m. energy of ~s = 500 GeV.
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is not lost if experimental acceptance cuts and smearing
effects are taken into account [10].

Since the longitudinal wave function of a vector bo-
son grows with the energy of the particle, in contrast
with the energy independent transverse wave function,
the Z boson in the S-wave Higgs production process (1)
must asymptotically be polarized longitudinally, Fig. 8.
By contrast, the Z bosons &om ZA associated produc-
tion or ZZ pair production are transversally po arize

[at high energies in the second case&. is pis attern can
be checked experimentally. While the distribution of the

to the flight direction of the Z [see Fig. 9(a)] is given
by sln28 for longitudinally polarized Z bosons, it e-
haves as (1 + cos8, ) for transversally polarized states,
after averaging over the azimuthal angles. Including the
azimuthal angles, the 6nal angular correlations may be
written for e+e + ZH [Z ~ ff] as

c~ + [(1+")(1+cs)+ssss c2~ ]-
des dcs. dP, ' p 2p2

2v a, 2vfay 2 1
8g8g, C4,, ——CgCg

V +G Vf +Gy

do (ZH)
1 + aq cos Itl, + a2 cos 2p, ,

dP,

with

9~ p 2vea~ 2vf af
32 p + v +a vf+af

(14)

1 1

2 p + 2

(»)

where 8g ——sin 8, etc. As before, 8 is the polar Z angle in
the laboratory frame, 8, the polar fermion angle in the Z
rest frame and P, the corresponding azimuthal angle with
respect to the e+ZH production plane. After integrating
out the polar angles 8 and 8„we fin the familiar cos P,
and cos 2P, dependence associated with 'P-odd and even
amplitudes, respectively,

polarization of the Z boson.
Note again the characteristic difference to the pseu-

doscalar 0 + case e+e ~ ZA [Z ~ ff],

( )
dcsdcs dP,

+2 2 2 COC8
2v, a, 2vyay

(16)
V +G Vf +Gy

This time the azimuthal dependence is P even an in e-
pendent of the energy in contrast to the 0++ case; after
integrating out the polar 0, 8, angles,

The azimuthal angular dependence disappears for highi h
energies 1jp as a result of the dominating longitudina

1.0 I I I I I I I

I

I I I I

I

I I II IIIIIIIIIII I I I I

I

I I I I

I
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O.B
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FIG. 8. Cross sections for the production of longitudinal
vector bosons normalized to the total cross sections for the
processes e+e —+ ZH as a function of the c.m. energy for
M~ ——150 GeV.

FIG. 9. De6nition of the polar and azimuthal angles (a)
in the production process e+e ~ HZ [Z ~ ffj, and (b) in
the decay Processes H m VV ' -+ (fl fq)(fs f4)
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d~(ZX)
1 ——cos 2P, .

dP. 4

We can thus conclude that the angular analysis of the
Higgs production in e+e i Z" ~ ZH [Z ~ ff] allows
stringent tests of the P+ = 0++ quantum numbers of
the Higgs boson. This is a direct consequence of the
0++ coupling ~q e2 of the ZZH vertex in the production
amplitude.

B. Decay processes

The zero-spin of the Higgs particle can be checked di-
rectly through the lack of any angular correlation be-
tween the initial and final state particles [10]. In the
following discussion we shall concentrate on Higgs boson
decays to vector bosons V = W, Z, which will provide us
with signatures similar to those studied in the previous
section, including the discrimination between 0++ and
0 + decays. The analysis applies in a straightforward
way to Higgs particles in the e+e environment. Back-
ground problems require a more sophisticated discussion
for Higgs particles produced at the SSC and LHC. Since
some of the material on this method had been worked
out before [22], we focus on novel points which have not
been elaborated in detail so far.

Above the H ~ WW and ZZ decay thresholds, the
partial width into massive gauge boson pairs may be writ-
ten as [23]

while the I,T polarization states are democratically pop-
ulated near the threshold, at z = 1/4. The HZZ cou-
pling eq . ~2 is the same S-wave coupling which we have
discussed earlier. Since the longitudinal wave functions
are linear in the energy, the width grows as the third
power of the Higgs mass. The electroweak radiative cor-
rections [24] are positive and amount to a few percent
above the threshold.

Below the threshold for two real bosons, the Higgs par-
ticle can decay into real and virtual VV' pairs, primarily
WW* pairs above MH 110 GeV. The partial decay
width, W charges summed over, is given [25] by

(20)

with biv —— 1 and b&
—— 7/12 —10 sin egr/9 +

40sin Hiv/27 and

3{1—8z+ 20z') &3z —11
R(z) = arccos

I4x —1 ( 2z'~' )
1 —z 2 3

(2 —13z+ 47z ) ——(1 —6z+ 4z ) lnz.
2z 2

(21)

The invariant mass (M, ) spectrum of the oK-shell vec-
tor boson peaks close to the kinematical maximum cor-
responding to zero momentum of the on- and ofF-shell
vector bosons in the final state [see Fig. 11]:

I'(II -+ VV) = b'v MH(1 —4z+ 12z )P,
327r

(18)

where z = M&~/M&~, P = gl —4z and bv = 2(1) for
V = W(Z). For large Higgs masses, the vector bosons
are longitudinally polarized [see Fig. 10],

where P = [1 —(Mv + M, ) /MH [1 — (Mv
—M, )2/MH2]. Since both V and V* preferentially have
small momenta, the transverse and longitudinal polariza-
tion states are populated with almost equal probabilities:

I L, 1 —4z+ 4x2

I'L, + 1"T 1 —4z+ 12x2 ' (19) dl'L, /dM2 8MV M.
dI'/dM2 M P2 + 12M2 M2 (23)
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FIG. 10. The width of Higgs decays to longitudinally po-
larized vector bosons normalized to the total width for the de-
cays H m VVi' as a function of the mass ratio MH/(2Mv).

FIG. 11. The distributions with respect to the invariant
mass of the oK-shell vector bosons in the decay processes 0 ~
ZZ and A —+ ZZ' for MH = M~ ——150 GeV.
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Neglecting the widths of the vector bosons, j. ~, we find,
after summing over all M, values [see Fig. 10],

The angular distributions of the fermions in the 0++
decay process

I'r, Rr, (Mv/MJr)
I'L, + I'T, R(M2 /Mz )

where R is given in Eq. (19) and

(24)
H m V V' m (fgf2) (fsf4) [V = W, Z] (26)

RL, (x) = 3 —16x + 20z /3x —1'1

(4x —1) ~
arccos

!( 2xs/2 )
(2 —13x+15x )

1 —x 2

2z

——(3 —10z+4x ) lnx.1 2

2
(25)

are quite similar to the rules found for the production
process. Denoting polar and azimuthal angles of the
fermions fq, fs in the rest frames of the vector bosons
by (8q, 0) and (es, gs), respectively, [see Fig 9(.b)] the
angular distributions for the scalar case are given by

dI'(H +VV'-) 1

2p p (1+P P )
' ' 4" 2/2p&(1+P P )2[ s s ) s s 4']

2vyay 2v3a3 2 1
Se1 Ses Cps + ce~ ces

vz + az vs + as Pepys(1+ PyPs)
' ' * Pays(1+ P1P3)

(27)

For V = R', the charges are v; = a; = 1; for V = Z,
v —2Isf 4e; sin Her and a; = 2Is;. p;, 7; are the
velocities and p factors of the [on- and/or ofF-shell] vector
bosons. As expected, the dependence on the azimuthal
angle between the decay planes disappears for large Higgs
masses, a consequence of the asymptotic longitudinal V
polarization. After integrating out the polar angles, we
are left with

The normalization follows from the total and di8'erential
widths,

(32)

with

(3z —1 l
A(x) = (1 —7z)(4z —1) ~ arccos!

( 2zs~' )
dr(H ~vv ) 1 + aq cos Ps + a2 cos 2$s,

d 3

where

9z' Pepys(1 + PqPs) 2vqaq 2vsas

32 pqps(1+Pips) +2 vl+ 1 v3+ 3
1 1

2 V'W'(1+ Pips)'+ 2

(28)

(29)

and

1 —z
(17 —64z —z')

6

+—(1 —Qx+6x )lnx,
1 2

2

dI'(A +VV') 3G-2J.Mvs, 2
M2ps

dM, 8 M~ (M, —M) +M I'

The coefficient aq measures the 'P-odd amplitude.
Both the azimuthal angular correlations as well as the

distributions of the polar angles are sensitive to the spin-
parity assignments of the Higgs particle, which affect
strongly the populations of the W, Z polarization states.
We will study this point by con&onting again the scalar
H(0++) decay with the pseudoscalar A(0 +) decay dis-
tributions:

A m V V' m (fgf2) (fsf4) [V = W, Z]. (30)

For the AV„„V""coupling defined before, the angular
distribution is given by

dl'(Amvv) 2 2 1 2 2 1 2

dcez dcez dPs
1 + ce ce —-se se —-se se c241 s 2 1 s 2 1 s s

2vyay 2v3a3—2 ceices .v2+ a2 v2+ a21 3 3

where M, denotes the mass of the off-shell vector bo-
son. The M, spectra for H —+ Z'Z and A ~ Z'Z are
shown in Fig. 11 assuming M~ ——M~ ——150 GeV. The
mass and momentum dependence of the width are de-
termined by the P wave decay characteristics and the
transverse polarization of the vector bosons. En the same
way, the angular distributions [which are independent of
the masses] refiect the transverse W, Z polarizations.

For Higgs masses below 140 GeV, the dominant decay
mode are bb decays. A &action of a few percent decay
into 7+v final states. For moderate to large tgP values,
these are also the main decay modes for scalar and pseu-
doscalar Higgs particles in the minimal supersymmetric
extension of the standard model (MSSM). While the zero
spin can again be checked experimentally by the lack of
any correlations between the final and initial state par-
ticles, it is quite difficult to verify the + parity of the
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states in the decay distributions. This information must
be extracted &om correlations between the b and b, r
and v+ spin components in the planes transverse to the
bb and ~+& axes:

scalar/pseudoscalar: C = 1 —sfs~ 6 sf sf
II II

The spin correlations are reQected in correlations between
the f and f decay products [26]. Depolarization effects
through b, b f'ragmentation into pseudoscalar B mesons
[27] introduce systematic uncertainties into this channel
which are very hard to control, so that the rare but clean
~7 6nal states are the proper instrument to study this
problem.

At e+e colliders, the parity of the Higgs bosons in
the MSSM can be studied in the following way.

(i) Since the scalar MSSM Higgs particles h, K cou-
ple to vector bosons directly, the positive parity can be
checked by analyzing the Z final states in e+e m Z* ~
ZK [Z -+ ff] as discussed above in great detail. This
method is equivalent to the analysis of the 6, H —+ VV
decays.

(ii) The fusion of Higgs particles by linearly polarized
photon beams depends on the angle between the polar-
ization vectors [28]. For scalar particles the production
amplitude eq . e2 is nonzero only for parallel vectors
while pseudoscalar particles with amplitudes eq x e2
require perpendicular polarization vectors. For typical
experimental setups for Compton backscattering of laser
light [29], the maximum degree of linear polarization of
the generated hard photon beams is less than about 30%
so that the efficiency for two polarized beams is reduced
to less than 10% [30]. This method therefore requires
high luminosities, and, moreover, a careful analysis of
background rejection due to the enormous number of bb

pairs produced in pp collisions [31].

IV. SUMMARY

In this report we have described the production of
Higgs particles in the intermediate mass range and the
analysis of their P+c assignment. Even though we have
focused on e+e linear colliders, certain elements of our
study on Higgs decays are also relevant to Higgs parti-
cles eventually produced at the proton colliders SSC and
LHC.

It has been shown that the search for SM Higgs par-
ticles in the intermediate mass range is easy at e+e
colliders since the signal sticks out of the background
processes very clearly. p-vertexing of the b quarks will
be essential for Higgs bosons in the Z-mass range. The
significance of the ZK signal will only reduce by 25%
when at least one b is tagged with an efficiency of 50%
per b. With 50 fb luminosity and a b-tagging eKciency
of eg ——0.5, a Higgs boson of mass 100—150 GeV could
be detected with a significance 8/~B greater than 4.1
(6.3) at ~s = 500 (300) GeV. Above 110 GeV, and in
particular beyond 140 GeV, the Higgs decay channels
into electroweak vector-boson pairs can be exploited. As
discussed previously [ll], the potential for the discov-

ery of heavy Higgs bosons may be augmented by taking
the WW-fusion process into account. At ~s = 0.5 TeV
and 50 fb i, the vvK —i vvWW(ZZ) i vvjjjj sig-
nal and its total background have S/~B = 6.8 (2.4) for
M~ = 300 (350) GeV, without the use of 6 tagging to
identify the dominant tt background.

The spin and parity assignments can, on one hand,
be checked easily in Higgs decays to vector boson pairs.
Angular correlations among the lepton and/or quark de-
cay products reffect their polarization states, primarily
longitudinal or democratic for large or moderate Higgs
masses, respectively, if g+c = 0++, and transverse if

= 0 +. This information can also be extracted,
on the other hand, &om the angular behavior of the
e+e + ZH production process. The parity analysis
of pseudoscalar Higgs particles, in supersymmetric exten-
sions of the standard model for instance, requires difBcult
measurements of the fermionic decay states, or polariza-
tion analyses in the case of pp fusion.

In addition to the spin-parity assignments, the essen-
tial nature of the SM Higgs particle must be established
by demonstrating that couplings to other fundamental
particles grow with their masses. Even though we did
not analyze these couplings in detail, a few remarks ought
to be added to round off the discussion [9]. The Higgs
couplings to massive gauge bosons can directly be de-
termined &om the measurement of the production cross
sections: the HZZ coupling in the bremsstrahlung and
in the ZZ fusion processes; the HR'R' coupling in the
O' O' fusion process. For sufficiently large Higgs masses
above 250 GeV, these couplings can also be determined
experimentally Rom the decay widths H ~ ZZ, R'R'.
Higgs couplings to fermions are not easy to measure di-
rectly. For Higgs bosons in the intermediate mass range
where the decays into bb, cc and 7+r are important, the
decay width is so narrow that it cannot be resolved ex-
perimentally. Nevertheless, the branching ratios into ~
leptons and charm quarks reveal the couplings of these
fermions relative to the coupling of the b quarks into
which the Higgs boson decays predominantly. In the
upper part of the intermediate mass range but below
the threshold for real O'O" decays, the branching ratio
B(K —i WW*) is sizeable and can be determined ex-
perimentally [32]. In this case, the absolute values of
the b and eventually of the c, v couplings can be derived
once the KZZ/KWW couplings are fixed by the produc-
tion cross sections. The decays H -+ gg and pp, Zp and
the fusion processes gg, pp —+ H are mediated by loop
diagrams and they are proportional to the couplings of
the Higgs boson to heavy particles. The number of heavy
particles can be counted in these processes if their masses
are generated by the Higgs mechanism and their cou-
plings to the Higgs particles grow with the mass. [This
is not the case for heavy supersymmetric particles which
decouple asymptotically from the KVV vertices. ] In the
standard model only the top quark contributes to the
Hgg vertex so that the Htt coupling can be measured
in the gluonic decays of the Higgs particle [and, in the
same way, through the cross section for the gluon fusion

gg —i K at hadron colliders]. In the case of K —i pp, Zp
additional contributions to the decay amplitudes come
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&om R' loops. A direct way to determine the Yukawa
coupling of the intermediate mass Higgs boson to the
top quark in the range mH & 120 GeV are provided by
the bremsstrahlung process e+e ~ ttH in high energy
e+e colliders [14] and pp -+ ttH in photon-photon col-
liders [15].For large Higgs masses above the tt threshold,
the decay channel H ~ tt increases the cross section of
e+e ~ ttZ through the reaction e+e ~ ZH( +tt-)
[33]; without the Higgs decay this final state is produced
mainly through virtual p and Z bosons.

We thus conclude that the essential elements of the
pro6le of Higgs bosons in the intermediate mass range
can be scanned very accurately at e+e colliders.
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