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The properties of pions in hot hadronic matter are analyzed with an effective chiral Lagrangian
which includes vector and axial-vector mesons. To obtain the dispersion relation and the absorptive
properties of the pions in hot matter, the real and imaginary parts of the pion self-energy are
calculated to one-loop order. The dispersion relation is very similar to that of free pions even at
T ~ 160 MeV. The mean free path is estimated from the imaginary part of the self-energy. The
mass is obtained from the pole position of the propagator and from the screening limit of the pion
self-energy. Even though the deviation of the mass at finite temperature is small, both masses
decrease as T increases. Pions remain massless in the chiral limit at finite temperature. Possible
mixing of the pions with the A; mesons at finite temperature is discussed.

PACS number(s): 12.38.Mh, 12.40.Vv, 14.40.Aq

I. INTRODUCTION

A very hot and baryon-free region may be generated
in high energy nucleus-nucleus collisions. If the energy
density in the hot matter is high enough to exceed a crit-
ical value (~ 1 GeV/fm?), a new phase of QCD matter,
the quark-gluon plasma, might be formed. As the sys-
tem expands and cools down a phase transition and/or
crossover to a hadron gas, which includes highly excited
hadrons and resonances just after the transition, is ex-
pected. As the expansion and cooling continues these
excited states decay, leading to a final state consisting
mainly of pions. At presently available energies, central
collisions generate final states containing several hundred
pions. Actually, about 400 (300) pions are observed in
O+ Au (S+S) central collisions at 200 GeV /nucleon [1].
Because of the formation of the quark-gluon plasma and
the expected phase transition, hadronic matter at finite
temperature has been of great interest. In particular, the
properties of pions in hot matter have been extensively
studied [2-9].

At low temperature (T' < 100 MeV), the hadronic mat-
ter mainly consists of pions which can be analyzed sys-
tematically in the framework of chiral perturbation the-
ory at finite temperature [2-5]. The low energy theorems,
which are obtained from current algebra and PCAC (par-
tial conservation of axial-vector current), can be trans-
lated into a corresponding set of exact statements con-
cerning the coefficients of the low temperature expansion.
At finite temperature T', the typical pion energies are of
order E ~ T. The interactions among the pions generate
power corrections, controlled by the expansion parameter
T?/8f2, where f, = 93 MeV is the pion decay constant.
At low temperature the pion interaction can be, there-
fore, treated as a perturbation.
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However, the mean energy of pions in a heat bath of
T =~ 100 MeV is of the order of 300 MeV, which is already
too high for a systematic expansion in powers of temper-
ature and energy to be useful. Moreover, in this range of
temperature the pion properties are significantly affected
by contributions from resonances, especially p mesons.
To study pions at temperatures greater than 100 MeV
we need to include the resonances explicitly and use an
approach which does not rely on the low temperature
expansion. It has been suggested that the expansion in
powers of density is a reasonable approximation because
hadronic matter is rather dilute even at T' ~150 MeV
[6]. The dispersive and absorptive properties of pions in
hot matter are evaluated in the first order of the density,
using experimental data for the 77 scattering amplitudes
[7,8]. Recently this work has been extended to the second
order in the density [9].

In this paper we use an effective chiral Lagrangian,
which includes vector and axial-vector mesons explicitly,
to describe the interaction of the pions in hot matter.
The conventional finite temperature field theory is di-
rectly applied to the calculation of the pion properties at
finite temperature. The modification of the pions in hot
matter is included in the self-energy. The real and imag-
inary parts of the pion self-energy are evaluated from
one-loop diagrams. We exploit the fact that the effec-
tive Lagrangian reproduces the experimental results at
the tree level very well and the hadronic matter is rather
dilute at T < 150 MeV.

In Sec. II, the pion self-energy at finite temperature
is calculated with one-loop diagrams. There are six dia-
grams to be considered. Only for the dominant contribu-
tions are the detailed calculations and results shown. We
have applied the same procedure to the other diagrams
but the resulting expressions are too complicated to be
written explicitly. In Sec. III, the dispersive and absorp-
tive properties of the pions in hot hadronic matter are
obtained from the real and imaginary parts of the pion
self-energy calculated in Sec. II. The mean free path of
the pion in hot matter can be evaluated from the imag-
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inary part of the self-energy. In Sec. IV, we calculate
the pion mass at finite temperature. Because there is no
unique way to define the mass at finite temperature, we
use two well-known definitions in many-body theory. We
make some concluding remarks in Sec. V.

II. PION SELF-ENERGY

To describe hadronic matter at T > 100 MeV, we in-
clude the vector and axial-vector mesons as well as pions.

We consider p, w, and A; mesons which can be regarded
)

as gauge bosons of the SU(2), x SU(2), x U(1),, sym-
metry. The left-handed A% and right handed A% vector
fields are related to the physical fields as

1
A= (0w + AY), (2.1)

1
A= (ot - AY) (2.2)
with p# = pk7°/4/2, w* = wh1, AY = A% 7%/V/2, and
To’s are the Pauli matrices. The Lagrangian consists of

nonlinear o terms with covariant derivatives and Yang-
Mills fields with mass terms [10]:

1 1 1
L= gFfTrDFUD“UT + gF,fTrM(U +UT-2) - E’I‘r(F‘f’,,FL‘“’ + FRFR#) 4 m3Tr(AL AT + AT ARM)

_.iﬁTI‘(D#UDyUTFL;w + DuUTDVUFR'“') + O'TI‘F:VUFR”'VUt ,

where

2t (;5,'/\,' _ 21
U = exp [Ezl: \/5] :exp[F—,’rqS],
F;ﬁ;R = B#AzIIIYR - aVA,L;’R - 'I‘g[A;I;’R’ Af’R]y

DU = 8,U — 1gALU +gU AT .

(2.4)

Note that D, is the chiral covariant derivative and g
is the effective gauge coupling constant that should be
determined phenomenologically. The degenerate spin-1
mass mg breaks gauge invariance but not chiral invari-
ance, and the splitting of the degenerate mass occurs due
to the partial Higgs mechanism. We include the mass
term (~ M) of Goldstone bosons which breaks chiral
symmetry explicitly. The A’s are the Gell-Mann matri-
ces for Ny = 3 and Pauli matrices for Ny = 2. [In this
section SU(3) notation is used.] We also include nonmin-
imal coupling terms which are necessary to reproduce the
experimental results. The £ and o are parameters that
should be determined phenomenologically.

The anomalous interaction of the vector mesons are
included explicitly in the effective Lagrangian through
the gauged Wess-Zumino term which is given by [11]
gN.

—=_CepvaBy Tr[L, Lo Lg)

L =
W2 = 4872

ig?N. .
+%;2-e“ 84,0, Tr[ApaLs — AraRs

+ig(AraUtALgU — AraArg)] , (2.5)

where N, is the number of colors, €#**? is the antisym-
metric Levi-Civita tensor with €23 =1, and L, and R,
are the left and right Sugawara currents:

Lo =U'0,U, R, =Ud,U". (2.6)

The pion self-energy at finite temperature is calculated
based on this effective chiral Lagrangian with one-loop
diagrams. In the effective Lagrangian approach at zero
temperature, it is assumed that the properties of the sys-
tem are describable at the tree level, where the masses
and coupling constants are to be regarded as the physical
ones. Loop diagrams, which are neglected, produce only
renormalization effects on these parameters. There are

(2.3)

[
higher loop corrections and these loop corrections are al-

ready included effectively [12]. In finite temperature field
theory there are corrections due to the interaction with
the heat bath as well as the vacuum corrections. We
use the fact that hadronic matter is rather dilute at the
temperatures in which we are interested; for example,
the mean free path of the pion is about 2 fm at T' ~
150 MeV. In this approximation the leading contribution
to the temperature-dependent loop corrections is given
by the process of a single interaction with a particle in
the heat bath [13]. The one-loop approximation in fi-
nite temperature field theory includes both contributions
from the tree diagrams at zero temperature and from the
single interaction in the heat bath.

There are six diagrams which are to be considered
(Fig. 1). The dominant contributions come from first two
diagrams; other diagrams are suppressed by the Boltz-
mann factor since these diagrams have only heavy mesons
as internal lines. We will consider only the first two dia-
grams. Mathematically these two diagrams are
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FIG. 1. One-loop diagrams for the pion self-energy.
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d* d* ) 1
(@ = _jg2 p [ 29 k) — 2 (k-qp, —p- _r
Hﬂ' Zg / (27'(')4 / (27!')4 [(p# kﬂ-) mg (k qpﬂ- p qkl-"):| p2 _ mgr

: w99 J 45(4)
X | 9 ) [P k) = s (kgpy —pogky) | (27)78 (g - p — k),
p

— m?2
q my p

d*p i

nd = —2¢° @nyi g7z OB~ 2By (k® + p®) — 4Bsr(k*p* — (k- p)*]} , (2.7)

where [14]

-1
s, (Q-oymi 2 (1-0\ mj [ (1-o)m]
- (1+o)m%y  Vi-0o \1+40) m}, (1+o0)m?, ’

2

m
B; = X
1 GQZF‘ZV
B, — 1 }_ (l—tf)mfJ
27 g2F2 \ 3 (1+a)ym% |’
44 2\ 2
By— SF o€ 1 ( Uzojmy (2.8)
3 128m8 21— omd 1+oym? | ’

In order to calculate the self-energy at finite temperature, we will replace the time component of momentum by
times the Matsubara frequency [15]. We make the replacement

po = 2npTi, qo — 2ngwTi, ko — 2npmTH, (2.9)

and consequently integrals are replaced by a sum over modes,
d
/dpo = TZ / © iy, (2.10)
g

where n is the integer.
Applying (2.9) and (2.10) to (2.7) gives

H(a) = 19 ’LTZ’LTZ/ / 2 )3 (277)363((1 | S k) TJ"q:”p+"k

X{(p—k)2+%[(p—k)'q]zﬂh:l—é2

P

[(k Q-] - (- a)lk- (o k)]

+:7 [<k'q>2p2 +(p-q)® K — 2(p~q>(k-q)<p-k)}}

1
“[2nTny)? + w2 (P)[(27Tng)? + w2(q)]’

d3p 5B; + 2B;(k?* + p?) — 4B3[k*p? — (k - p)?]
o®) = —242T / ! 2 2.11
4 I'TY. (2m)3 (27Tn,)? + w2 (p) ’ (2.11)
where we define
wi(p) =p*+mZ; p®=(2nTn,)* +p°. (2.12)

The Mastubara summation can be done straightforwardly and the results are
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@ = g2 [ 4% [ n(wr) | HE —2Hp -k+ Hj (p-k)? ~ 2Hs(p k)°
™ g (27)3 | 2wx RE
Hy —2H;p-k+H; (p k) — 2H3(p-k)3}
+ =
R
Gl(p*kZ + m2k?) + 2w,kop - k + (P - k)?]
RS
G[(p?k3 + m2k?) — 2w, kop -k + (P - k)z]] }
+ R y
77

+ n(“’p)

2w,

3
(:7,1)’3 n;:") [531 — 2B,(k% — k% + m2) + 4B;[p%kZ + m2k® + (k- p)‘q] , (2.13)

Hsrb) — _4g2

-
where There are temperature-independent terms (II}>¢) which
are divergent. These are absorbed in the definition of the

+ 2 2
Ry =ko—k m +m} + 2kowr — 2p - k, pion mass at zero temperature.

Rf = k2 k2 + m —m2 + 2kow, + 2p - k, (2.14) Integrating the vector over all angles can be done by
writing
and
H5t=—(kg——k2+m,2,)+iz(k§—k2—mf,)z p -k =pky, y=cosé, (2.16)
my
__i(p%g + m2k?) where 0 is the angle between p and k and p = |p|, k = |k|.
m,zz Now the momentum integration becomes
é
X [4— m(k(z) —k2+mi):| +1
s d .
82 5, 2,2 (27r (2m)? / dpp / y. (217)
+2wrko |1+ —n?;(p ks + mik®) |,
52 ? It is convenient to introduce the functions
Hf =1+ — (p%k§ + m2k® + 2w2k3) .
F—swrko [4 — ke -k mi)] , " (K§ — k? +m?) & 2wko + 2pky’
5 P 5 mp i 1 (pky)"
= d ’
Hy = m2 [_4 tm m2 — (kg — K + m?r)] 9 /~1 y(kS — k% + m?) £ 2wko — 2pky
e g = (-1)"P¥, (2.18)
(‘—2> Gwﬂk07
my and
Hs = —3, + + - + -
Tr{ﬂ An EI)n :tPn = (_1)H(Qn iQn) (219)
G=—(4-46+8%). (2.15) )
myg With these definitions one may write
J
I, = 0@ 4+ 1®
2
ILZ_ dpp2 M(—4B+An0+2Aw1+Aw2+2A13)
4n W
n(wp) -
+ w: G(p*ks + m2E*)AT o + 2w koA | + AT,] |, (2.20)
f
where = 5B; — 2By(k2 — k% + m2)
Ay = %(H; + HOAE, + %(H; H)AL ,, +4B3(p*kZ + m2k? + 5lczpz). (2.22)
+ 2 2
Ari = A7 (W =wn, m® =my —my) To take care of the singularities in the definition of AL,
Ajz = Ai(w =w,,m? = mi - mfr), (2.21) one has to add a small imaginary part to kg. We analyti-

cally continue ko from its Mastubara value to kg = w —ivy
and where w and v are real. Then w is the real frequency in
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the dispersion relation and v is the damping rate. We
assume that v <« w; otherwise the oscillations do not
propagate. This assumption will be checked later.

III. PROPAGATION OF PIONS

We consider the propagation of pions through a region
containing matter in thermal equilibrium at temperature
T. We find the dispersion relation by locating the poles
of the propagator

The self-energy II includes the physical condition pre-
vailing in the medium which the pion traverses. If
the medium is in thermal equilibrium, then II is deter-
mined by the temperature. As mentioned in the previous
section, the self-energy contains a singular integration,
which indicates the self-energy has both real and imag-
inary parts. The imaginary part of II determines the
absorptive properties in hot matter while the dispersion
relation depends on the real part. We may consider real
wave numbers and identify the damping rate « in terms
of the imaginary part of the pole position in the ko plane,

1
k%—k2~m3r —H(ko,k)' (31) ko :w—i'y. (33)
This means we set . . . . .
To find the dispersion relation with a damping factor
k2 — k? —m2 — (ko, k) = 0. (3.2) v, we let kg — w — iy, and then solve for w(k) and v(k):
J
0= k2 — k* —m2 — M(ko, k)
— (= i) — k2 = m? -l - iv, k)
1 k k
=w? —k* — m? — Re[ll(w, k)] - 'yw — i { Im[I(w, k)] + 2wy — 'yw + (3.4)
Ow Ow
The dispersion relation and the decay rate can be determined by the equations
w? — k% — m2 — Re[ll(w, k)] = 0 (3.5)
Im(II(w, k)] + 2wy = 0. (3.6)
These relations are correct when the imaginary part of the self-energy is small, which should be examined first.
To calculate the imaginary part of the self-energy we apply the relation
! P ! 76 ( ) (3.7)
= mé(z — .
T — gt € T — T + o)

where P is the principle value. There is no imaginary part in the tadpole diagram. The contribution from Fig. 1(a) is

& D2dp n(wy) | [2(w? = k?) —m? + 2m7] L (w? — k* —m2)?
472 2wy 2pk m2 2pk

Im(IL, (w, k)] =

5 A 4m?2(w? — k?) — (w? — k* —m2 + m2)?
+m—,2,( —90) Spk 1
4 k2 (w? — k2 4+ m2 — m2)2
) a—ad+ 62)[ el R e, !, (38)
e My
where
0. = 1if“A1|—A2\<P<lA1|+A2, 0, — lif“Bll_BZ|<p<|Bl‘+B27
17 ) 0 otherwise |, 2 0 otherwise.
A’s and B’s are given by
k(w2 — k%2 - m2 +m2)
A = 22 k2 )
4 |w|]|(w? —kz—m +m )] . 4m2 (w? — k2)
2= 2|(w? — — k2 —m2 4+ m2)?’
B - k(w? — k? + mZ —m2
1— 2((4)2 )
B lw||(w? — k% 4+ m2 —m2)| . 4m?(w? — k2) (3.9)
2= 2](w2—k2 w? — k2 + m2 — m2)?’ :
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The results are shown in Fig. 2. We find that the imaginary part rapidly increases with temperature and cannot
be neglected when the temperature is greater than 160 MeV and the momentum is high (k > 400 MeV/c). The
approximation we use breaks down at high temperature and high momentum where pions cannot propagate.

We calculate the mean free path A which is defined by

k

A=~ Tlii(w, B)]

(3.10)
as a function of the momentum. We find a very strong momentum dependence of the mean free path (Fig. 3). The
mean free path tends to zero as k — 0 because the collision time for a massive particle at rest is finite. A reaches a
maximum at about k &~ 50 MeV, the position of the maximum being approximately independent of T'.

We carefully apply Eq. (3.5) for the dispersion relation at low temperature and low momentum. The evaluation of
the real part of the self-energy can be easily done when we use the relations

Re[A} ] = — L¥

2pk
Re[A_ (] ! L
e =—0L_,
a0 2pk a
k2 — k2 +m? kow
Re[At,]=2-"°> — — — 1+ _ 2L~
e[ a 1] 4pk a 2pk a
_ kowa kg —k24+m?__
Re[A = - g L,
e[ « 1] 2Pk [e 4pk [
(k2 — k2 + m?)? + 4w2k? kowe (K — k2 + m?) _
Re[A,] = (k& — k* + m?) + Sk 2LY + —= 2k Ly,
_ kowa (k3 — k% +m?) | (k3 —k* +m?)? + 4w2k3 _
= — —_ - = L
Re[A ,] 2kowe ok L7 Spk .
2 1 (k2 — k%2 + m?)3 + 12k2w2 (k2 — k% + m?)
Re[Af o] = 2% + S [(K — ¥ +m?)? + 4uil] — 22 el L
2 _ 1.2 2)2 3,3
_ bkowq (kg — k* + m®)* + 8kpw, I- (3.11)
16pk *
where
I+ —In (k2 — k%2 + m? + 2pk)? — 4wik2
* (k3 — k2 + m2 — 2pk)? — 4w2k2 |’
L= = 1| (k8 = k? + m?)® — d(wako + pk)* (3.12)
@ (k% — k2 + m?)2 — 4(wako — pk)2 | ’
Imaginary Part of Self—-Energy Mean Free Path
E..,;I....qunwl-runlu-ung 25||||!||l]||||’|lerrﬁf‘J
E T = 200MeV 3 E 1
§ T = 160MeV E E 0 - "
-2 s L ]
10 3 T = 120MeV 3 L -
> E ] s r ]
S 103 [ -3 s 15 7
= 3 3 o ]
p 10-4 i? - E ol T=120MeV i
T F 3 g 1
10-5 3 3 é‘ T=160MeV ]
106 £ — °F —
S D T DO N N e e R
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 o] 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
Momentum (GeV/c) Momentum (GeV/c)
FIG. 2. Imaginary part of the self-energy at T'=120, 160, FIG. 3. Mean free path of the pion at 7=120, 160, and 200

and 200 MeV. MeV.
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We find
Re[Il,(w, k)] = i pdp nlwn) 4 -8B+ L (4 - 8)(w? — k* —m?% + m2)
T 472 2w, mf, p T
2 2
é 1
() e () ()
m? m? 3
2(w? — kz) —m? 4 2m2 — Lz(w2 — k% — m,z‘,)2
_ L,
2pk
(45 — 52> [4m2 (w? — k%) — (w? — k% — m2 + m2)?] ]
+ Lr
m2 8pk
_ 2
_n(wp) <4 4+ ) (w? — k2 ~{—mf7 —m2)
2w, m2
20,2 L2\ _ (,,2 _ 1.2 2 _ 0232
4m2(w?® — k%) — (w? — k* + mj — m3) |\ (3.13)
8pk ’
where IV. MASS OF PIONS
T (2 — 2 2
Lx = L: (m2 - m; mg)’ Hadron masses at finite temperature have been exten-
L,=L;(m"=m, —mz). (3.14) sively examined recently because the symmetry property

Now Eq. (3.5) can be solved numerically in a self-
consistent way. The results are shown in Fig. 4 at T=120
and 160 MeV. The dotted line is the results obtained
when we include all diagrams. We can see that the other
four diagrams are negligible as expected. The disper-
sion relations are very close to free particles except near
k ~400 MeV /c where the imaginary part gets large and
our assumption breaks down. The results are very similar
to those obtained by using the experimentally measured
scattering amplitude [7,8].

Pion Dispersion Relation

0.5)llvrll|||v|:ill||||vl

0.4

0.3

T=120 MeV

-.\T=180 MeV

w (GeV)

0.2

v|1||v1|1w|||||»|

0.1

R S SR IR B

e b b b

0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5

pion momentum k (GeV/c)

O T

0.0

FIG. 4. Dispersion relation of the pion in hot matter at
T=120 and 160 MeV. The dotted line is obtained when we
include all diagrams shown in Fig. 1.

of the hadronic system might be reflected in the mass
of the hadrons [16]. Since the masses of the low-lying
hadrons are strongly correlated with the quark conden-
sate, which is responsible for the spontaneous breaking
of the chiral symmetry, hadron masses are expected to
change as the symmetry gets restored. The mass of the
pion has been of interest because the pion plays a special
role as the Goldstone boson of the broken symmetry and
so its properties are very sensitive to the symmetry of

Pion Pole Mass

0.20 T S L L R
0.15 — —
~ + ]
(] L 3
e i ]
" 0.10 — ~—<
a L
o} L 4
= | ]
0.05 — ]
A R R B
0.00 ——
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2
Temperature (GeV)

FIG. 5. Effective mass determined from the pole position
of the propagator. The dotted line is the total contribution
from all diagrams and the solid line is the contribution from
the two diagrams considered in the text. The dashed line is
the result in the chiral limit.
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the system. The change of the pion mass at finite tem-
perature is expected to be weak, since the Gell-Mann—
Oakes—Renner relation might hold at finite temperature
[17]:

ma(T) ~ \/—mq(@a)r/ FAT), (4.1)

PIONS AT FINITE TEMPERATURE

1563

ture dependence of m,(T') is expected to be weaker than
that of other hadrons.

The mass of the particle is not uniquely defined at
finite temperature because of the lack of the Lorentz
invariance of the system. There are several definitions
which are used in different contexts. One may define the
effective pion mass as the pole position of the propaga-
tor. This pole mass can be obtained from the Eq. (3.2)
in the limit k — 0:

where the mass is determined from the pole of the w? —m2 — Re[ll;(w,k > 0)] =0. (4.2)
propagtor, D.(w, q), in the limit ¢ — 0. This shows
that, because of the small quark mass mg, the tempera- In the limit k — 0,
]
k2 + m? 1 2(kZ + m?)(kZ + m? — 2p?)  16p?(kZ + m?)
P 0 —8pk+ | ——— v & 9 8pk® + O(k® 4.3
e = s o)) sk + 0k) (43)
where
Ay = (k2 +m?)? — 402k . (4.4)
Substituting these expressions to Eq. (3.13) yields
2 2 2 2
g 2 ) n(wr) 2 w® —m, +mg
Re[ll (w,k = 0)] = 2 [ d 2\
e[llx(w, k = 0)] = / pp { 20 [Q1 + Q2p" + Qs (@ —m2  m2)? — 4wk
n(w,) (4 —46 + 5?2 4P2“)2(“’2 + m?) - m?r) 4.5
2w, m2 (W2 + m2 —m2)? — 4ww? [’ (45)
where
é 2 2 2 2 2
Q=4+ F(ll —0)(w? —m? + m}) — 8[5B; — 2B3(w* + my)],
)
5 \2
— 4,2
Q2 = 4w [(;n_?,) —8Bs|, (4.6)
4
Qs = —4(2w” — mf +2m7) + — (W = m2)* + — (4 - §)[dw’mz — (0¥ —m] + m7)?].

P

Now Eq. (3.13) can be solved self-consistently. The
pole mass is given in Fig. 5 as a function of temperature.
As temperature increases the pole mass of the pion de-
creases, but the change is very small, as expected from
the Gell-Mann—Oakes—Renner relations [Am.(T) ~ 10
MeV at T = 160 MeV]. This behavior is opposite to
the result of chiral perturbation theory, which shows an
increase of the pion mass with temperature [2]. How-
ever, one can find a similar decrease in the pion mass
at finite temperature (up to 160 MeV) in the Nambu-
Jona-Lasinio model [18] and linear ¢ model calculations
[19]. We should note that there are uncertainties near the
phase transition region (T ~ 150 MeV) for all of these

approaches.
J

Re[Il, (w = 0,k — 0)] =

2
mp

In lattice simulations the screening mass, which can be
obtained from the static infrared limit of the self-energy,
is widely used. The screening mass of pions can be writ-
ten as

m: = /m2 + Re[ll,(w =0, k - 0)] . (4.7)
In the static infrared limit we have
8pk  8pk3

The real part of the self-energy in the static infrared limit
is

p*dp n(wx)
(27)? 2w, -

4m?2
3 F?

(4.9)



1564 CHUNGSIK SONG 49

The screening mass of the pion can be obtained from
Egs. (4.7) and (4.9), and is shown in Fig. 6. Even though
there is a slight decrease, the screening mass is almost
constant at temperatures we consider. When we compare
the result with that obtained from the pole position, we
get different values at T' >100 MeV (Fig. 7). This result
reminds us to be careful of the definition of mass at finite
temperature.

In the chiral limit where m}* = 0, the effective
Lagrangian has an explicit chiral SU(Ny)r x SU(N¢)g
symmetry which is spontaneously broken in the hadron
phase. The pions are regarded as the massless Goldstone
bosons corresponding to the broken symmetry. This
means that the pion should remain massless at low tem-
perature as long as the chiral symmetry remains broken.
We can see explicitly that the screening mass, defined
from the static infrared limit of the real part for the self-
energy, becomes zero in the chiral limit. One can show
that the pole mass goes to zero as the mass of the pion
becomes zero. This fact can be checked numerically. In
Fig. 8 the dispersion relations of the pions in the chiral
limit are shown. The pole mass can be read from the
dispersion curve at the limit k — 0. These indicate the
self-consistency of our Lagrangian and approximation to
describe the broken symmetry phase.

V. CONCLUSION

We have analyzed the pion properties in hot hadronic
matter. The analysis is based on the effective chiral
Lagrangian with vector and axial-vector mesons. We
assume rather low density of the hadronic matter at
T = 100-150 MeV. We believe that the approximation
is reasonable to describe the hadronic system up to the
phase transition.

The self-energy of the pion is approximated by the one-
loop diagrams. The imaginary part of the self-energy is

Pion Screening Mass
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FIG. 6. Screening mass as a function of temperature. The
dotted line is the total contribution from all diagrams and the
solid line is the contribution from the two diagrams considered
in the text.

Screening Mass vs Pole Mass
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FIG. 7. Comparison between the screening mass (dashed
line) and pole mass (solid line).

rather big when the temperature is bigger than 160 MeV
and momentum is bigger than 400 MeV/c. In this region
we cannot analyze the pion propagation consistently and
the pion might not propagate. The mean free path of
the pion is very small in the high temperature and high
momentum region. At low momentum there are peaks
and the mean free path is bigger than the size of the hot
system formed in a nucleus-nucleus collision (5-8 fm).
One would expect that any particles with a mean free
path greater than the size of the system could not be
thermalized [2]. This suggests that low momentum pions
may escape the hot zone without interaction and have a
small chance to be thermalized.

The dispersion relation of the pion is obtained at low
momentum with the assumption that the imaginary part
of the self-energy is small. When the temperature is less
than 160 MeV the dispersion relation is very similar to

Dispersion Relation in the Chiral Limit
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FIG. 8. Dispersion relation of the pion in the chiral limit
when T'=120 (dashed line) and 160 MeV (solid line). The
dotted line is the result for free pion.
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that of the free pion gas. Even though there is an in-
creasing attractive force which pulls down the dispersion
curve, the modification of the pion dispersion relation is
not enough to produce a dip or flattening. When the mo-
mentum of the pion gets close to 400 MeV /c we can see
that the group velocity of the pion is bigger than 1, which
contradicts causality. However, such a behavior can be
seen in electrodynamics when there is an anomalous ab-
sorption, and it is not in contradiction with causality.
The large group velocity of the pions, similarly, indicates
strong absorption of the pion in hot matter. In this range
the damping is high and the propagating modes are ab-
sorbed after times which are very short so that the group
velocity has no longer has any meaning. This modifi-
cation in the dispersion relation of the pion might be
observed in the spectrum of dileptons from hot hadronic
matter.

The mass of the pion is determined in two different
ways and different values of the mass are obtained at
finite temperature. This reflects the different physical
properties of screening and of propagation. Both masses
show a slight decrease with increasing 7" and become zero
in the chiral limit.

There is an interesting possibility of a mixing of the
pion and A; mesons at finite temperature. The diagram
which is responsible for this mixing is shown in Fig. 9.
The diagram represents the possible process in which the
pion (A; meson), which passes through medium, inter-

o
I" ‘\\
, \
P

FIG. 9. Mixing of the pions with the A; mesons at finite
temperature.

acts with a pion or a rho meson in the heat bath, and
converts to the A; meson (pion). Because of the momen-
tum dependence of the couplings, the contribution of this
diagram to the self-energy can be written as ¢ times an
integral which includes a singularity. The detail calcula-
tion of the integral shows that the pion mass, which is
obtained in the limit either k — 0 or ko = 0, k — 0, is
not affected by the mixing. It is expected that its con-
tribution to the real part of the self-energy is very small.
However, it is interesting enough to deserve future inves-
tigation.
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