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We analyze the behavior of radiation-filled, homogeneous, and isotropic cosmological solutions to a
generalized higher order gravity theory which is derived from a gravitational Lagrangian that is an arbi-
trary function of the scalar spacetitne curvature f (R). We give necessary and sufficient conditions for
the existence and stability of general relativistic o.=+1,0 FRW solutions within this general theory. We
show that under some general conditions any homogeneous and isotropic solution of general relativity is
also an exact solution of the f(R) theory, and every radiation solution (not necessarily isotropic) in gen-
eral relativity is an exact solution in higher order gravity provided there are no nonzero constants and
the Einstein term is present in the gravitational Lagrangian of our theory. We then prove that nonflat
FRW solutions of general relativity are generically unstable and so do not approach the corresponding
ones in higher order gravity for large times. This may be interpreted as an indication that homogeneous
and isotropic solutions of higher order gravity cannot be obtained from the corresponding nonflat FRW
solutions of general relativity via perturbation theory. However, we find a stable regime for flat FRW
solutions of general relativity in higher order gravity. In particular, under fairly general circumstances,
flat FRW solutions of general relativity are stable against homogeneous and isotropic perturbations in
higher order gravity and always approach their corresponding ones in the generalized theory at the large
time limit. The requirements for stability of the flat FRW solutions in higher order gravity coincide with
well-known constraints for the absence of tachyons and the existence of complex instanton solutions in
the theory, and are exactly those needed to produce bouncing, regular solutions on approach to the
singularity.

PACS number(s): 98.80.Hw, 02.30.Gp, 04.50.+h

I. INTRODUCTION

Hilbert [1] was the first to recognize the fact that the
field equations of general relativity can be obtained from
an action principle of the form (see Sec. II for notation)

Sos= —,' J Loa&——g d x,
where

(2)

and R is the Ricci scalar. Since then, there have been
numerous attempts to generalize this action by consider-
ing action functionals that contain curvature invariants
of higher than linear order in (2) (see, for instance, [1,2]).
These works examined the effects of "quadratic Lagrang-
ians" which involve combinations of the four possible
second order curvature invariants R, R,bR ',
ly antisymmetric tensor of rank 4. Moreover, on ap-
proach to spacetime singularities, one expects that curva-
ture invariants of all polynomial orders should come into
play and acquire significance. Motivated by such con-
siderations, one is led [3—5] to consider the effects of an
obviously generalized gravity theory which is obtained
from a Lagrangian that is an analytic function of the sca-
lar curvature alone, for example, a polynomial in R. We
collectively call these theories higher order gravity
theories. This choice is obviously not totally general

since we exclude contributions from any curvature invari-
ants other than R [to include them would greatly compli-
cate matters because the number of curvature invanants
of dimension exceeding (length) " increases very rapidly
with n (cf. Ref. [3])], but has triggered several studies
which have contributed a lot to the uninvestigated area of
higher order gravity (see Ref. [6] and references therein).

One reason for considering higher order gravity
theories is closely linked with cosmology. Since there is
no a priori physical reason to restrict attention to linear
gravitational Lagrangians (which, of course, produce gen-
eral relativity) (see, however, in this respect, Ref. [5]), one
expects that the inclusion of quadratic or higher order
terms in the gravitational action might produce better
behavior of the theory near singularities where R ~~
and t ~0 and also recover the familiar Friedmann-
Robertson-Walker (FRW) solutions of general relativity
when higher order corrections become negligible in the
large t limit. On a more fundamental level, we insist that
such drastic alterations of the action for general relativity
must appear ultimately in the gravitational action and
this is intimately connected with quantum gravity. The
principal hope here is that higher order gravity theories
subject to constraints would create a first approximation
to an as-yet unknown theory of quantum gravitation.
Last but not least, higher order gravity theory can be
viewed as a stochastic gauge theory of gravitation wherein
the basis for the gravitational Lagrangian is a completely
arbitrary function of the scalar curvature [7].

In 1970, Ruzmaikin and Ruzmaikina [2] analyzed the
singularity behavior and stability of the 0.=0, radiation-
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filled FRW solutions to quadratic Lagrangian theories of
gravity. This was partly motivated by the well-known
fact that these solutions in the framework of general rela-
tivity are geodesically incomplete to the past and future.
Their results pointed to the fact that these solutions may
avoid the initial singularity, but if they did, they failed to
approach the FRW solution of general relativity, a -t '

when the quadratic quantum corrections become negligi-
ble as t~~. Also, in the case when their solutions ap-
proached the FRW solution of general relativity, they
also had an initial singularity and, in addition, R —+ ~ as
t~ ~. These results, if true —see comments at the end
of Sec. IV—show that, at least for the case of quadratic
Lagrangians they considered, higher order theories of
gravity are not completely satisfactory.

In the years following 1970, several consequent direc-
tions were taken up by many researchers in the field as
follows: It is possible to show [8] that the analytic choice
I. =R+8 leads to some bouncing FRW solutions
which approach the general relativity FRW solutions at
late times. However, one can prove [9] that the regulari-
ty of these solutions is unstable with respect to metric
perturbations corresponding to rotational waves, except
for some unphysical cases. Adding to L, a term propor-
tional to some hypergeometric function of R leads to
some bouncing, regular solutions [10],but the question of
stability with respect to metric perturbations is still an
open one. Another attempt along these lines was that of
Ref. [11]wherein "exotic" actions with terms proportion-
al to lnR were considered. In this case the action be-
comes nonanalytic and one loses much of the aesthetic
appeal of the theory.

More recently, a more complete analysis was undertak-
en by Barrow and Ottewill [3] who considered theories
with a Lagrangian proportional to an analytic function of
the scalar curvature, f (R). Their results reinforced
those of Ruzmaikina and Ruzmaikin and pointed to the
fact that the pathologies unraveled in [2] are in a sense
universal and hold also for this more general case.

In this paper we search for the existence and stability
against homogeneous, isotropic perturbations of the
o =0,+1 FRW solutions to a higher order gravity theory
that is described by a Lagrangian which is an analytic
function of the scalar curvature (see below). Our main re-
sults are as follows. We first prove that nonAat,
radiation-filled FRW solutions and also some homogene-
ous and anisotropic solutions exist in the generalized
framework of higher order gravity theories. The FRW
solutions are generically unstable with respect to pertur-
bations in higher order gravity theory, but there is a sec-
tor of the theory which includes stable solutions with
respect to homogeneous, isotropic perturbations at the
large t limit. This last result was not appreciated before,
and it is interesting that the stable solutions are also those
that become nonsingular on approach to the singularity.
This, we believe, sheds new light onto the question of the
viability of higher order gravity.

The organization of the paper is as follows. In Sec. II
we mainly establish notation. In Sec. III we discuss ex-
istence conditions for nonfat, radiation-filled FRW solu-
tions and also of some anisotropic solutions in the frame-

work of higher order gravity theory. In Sec. IV we ana-
lyze the stability of FRW solutions with respect to per-
turbations into higher order gravity. In Sec. V we discuss
our results. Additional mathematical details and ex-
planation of our asymptotic analysis are presented in the
Appendix.

II. FIELD EQUATIONS

We consider a higher order gravity theory given by a
generally covariant Lagrangian density of the form

LHoo —[f(R )+xL~ ]( —g)' (3)

K v' —g 6g b

172

( )
f /25

where 6R can be expressed as

g~ =g& —~ ~bgg

with

pa (gacgbd gadg cb)5g (6)

(we use a semicolon and V indistinguishably). Subtract-
ing a total divergence, the field equations for our theory
become [4—6]

f 'R, ~
—

~ fg, b
—V~ Vbf '+g~~Of '+ vT, b =0,

where =g,bV, V b, V, is the usual covariant differential
operator, (') —=BlBR, and we identify the stress-
energy tensor T,b with the variational derivative
(2/& —g )5(& gL )l5g'. —Our analysis will be fo-
cused on o =+1,0 FRW solutions to the field equation
(7). The standard FRW metric in polar coordinates is

ds = dt +a (t) — +r (d0 +sin Odg )
1 —ar

where the values o. = + 1,0, and —1 correspond to
closed, tlat, open three-surfaces (and a,P=1,2, 3), respec-
tively. Below, we follow the sign conventions of [12].

For this metric,

R =3—,a
a '

~ ~

R p= — —+2 +2 gp,a a
(10)

R= —6 —+ +a a o.

a a

Note that R = —[R+(3a la)R ].

where f (R) is assumed to be an analytic (differentiable as
many times as necessary) function of the scalar curvature
and L represents possible matter couplings.

By varying LHQG with respect to the metric tensor g,b,
one obtains the field equations

5LHoo=f (R)( g) ~ 5R+ ~ f(R)( g) g 5g
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Then the only necessary field equation is the (00) com-
ponent of the field equation (7). This reads

f'R~+ ,' f+—3f" R—+ Too=0 (12)

or, using (9)—(11),

f"[a a'a'+aa a —2a —2a o']

(13)

Also note that the trace of the field equation (7) is given
by the equation

a(t)=ao(t)[1+e(t)], ls(t}l «1 . (17)

By substituting the perturbed solution (17) in the (00)
component of the field equations, Eq. (13), and linearizing
about the exact solution ao, we obtain a differential equa-
tion for the perturbation e(t) which now reads [3]

IV. STABILITY

We now begin our analysis of the solution space of the
field equations of our theory described by (3) by writing
down the general stability equation for solutions of equa-
tion (7). Let ao be a particular exact solution of (7). We
then look for solutions of the form

Rf' 2f+3—f" R+3 R+—3f"'R ++=0, (14)
a

where T =g'"T,b and we shall make the assumption that

T,b represents the stress-energy tensor of a perfect Quid

with density p and pressure p. Thus p =yp=y TOO and
so p= Too=poa ' ",with po constant.

III. EXISTENCE

f'Roo+ ,'f = &oo . — (15)

En the case of radiation, Too=poa; assuming condi-
tions (b) and (c), this equation gives

R~= —Soa '[f'(0)] ' (16)

This equation is identical to the dynamical equation in
general relativity for a general radiation-filled universe up
to a numerical constant [f'(0) ]

We start by giving an existence condition for the FRW
solutions within the framework of higher order gravity
theories.

Proposition 1. Any homogeneous and isotropic solution
of general relativity is also an exact solution of the f (R)
theory provided (a) the energy-momentum tensor associ-
ated with this solution is trace-free (i.e., it is a radiation
solution), (b) f (R =0)=0 (i.e., no nonzero constants in

I-Hoo ), (c)f '(R =0)%0 (Einstein term present in LHQQ ).
Proof. See Ref. [3].
The result is that the FRW solutions to the f (R) radi-

ation models differ from those of general relativity only in
the definition of a numerical constant.

We can now generalize proposition (1) to include non-
FRW solutions of general relativity, for example, homo-
geneous and anisotropic solutions. This is not difficult
because conditions (b) and (c) above greatly simplify the
structure of the (00) component of the field equation (7).
Thus we have [6] the following generalized form of pro-
position (1).

Proposition 2. Any radiation solution of general rela-
tivity is also an exact solution of the f (R ) theory provid-
ed that conditions (b) and (c) in proposition 1 are valid.

Proof. From the Einstein equations we know that when
T =0 the Ricci scalar also vanishes, R =0. Thus the (00)
component of the f (R ) field equation (7) becomes

AY+Bt-'+ Ci+Dp =O, (18)

where the coefficients A, B, C, and D are functions of ao,
Ro=R(ao), fo—=f(Ro), fo=f'(R—o), etc. It is clear
then that when we take f (R ) to be analytic we assume
that f (R ) can be expanded in a Taylor series in
(R —Ro).

We next describe the necessary conditions for the
FRW radiation solutions to be stable solutions of the
f (R) theory. To examine the behavior of perturbations
to the Friedmann solutions within the context of higher
order gravity theories, one simply substitutes the unper-
turbed Friedmann radiation solutions

a, (t) =(t —o.t')'~'

into Eq. (17). To simplify the calculation, we set [6]

and

p=t —o.t

(19)

(20)

v—= 1 —2ot . (21)

Then, substituting the unperturbed FRW radiation solu-
tion (19) into the perturbation equation (18) and after
some manipulation, we find the perturbation equation [6]

2o. 1 3v 5 v
E, + —+ +——E

p v p 2 p

fo
3fo'

fo 1 v ~ 2

3fo v p p v

Q2+
p
9fo" v

fo P

4po

9fo pv
(22)

Equation (22) describes the behavior of homogeneous,
isotropic perturbations to the radiation solution (19) in
closed (cr =+1), fiat (o =0), and open (o = —1) FRW
universes in the context of higher order gravity theories
derived from the gravitational Lagrangian (3). By solving
this equation for the perturbation c, we can decide
whether or not the o. =O, +1 FRW radiation solutions of
general relativity are stable against homogeneous and iso-
tropic perturbations in the context of the f (R ) theory.

We divide our analysis into three parts according to
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whether cr =0, + 1, or —1.
Let us first assume that cr= —1 (open FRW model).

Then Eq. (22) takes the form

13 5 .. 48fo" 1 fo+ E 4+ Ef II t4 3f II s(t)-e, A. &0, t~~, (32)

To find the asymptotic behavior of s(t) as t ~ oo, we con-
sider solutions (29) and (31) separately (see the Appendix
for the full derivation). Equation (29) yields the asymptot-
ic form

fo 1 1+
3fo' t t

2i o 36fo
9fo' fo'

(23)
and (31) gives the form

s(t)-t, A,'&0, t~~ . (33)

2. z 1's+ —'E —A, E+A, —c, =0, (24)

where we have set A, =fo l3fo'. We first note that a spe-
cial solution of (24) is [6]

We see that terms that involve cubic pieces of f (R) are
coupled to terms that die off like t or t for large t.
Neglecting such terms asymptotically as t ~~, we get
the equation

It is clearly seen from Eqs. (32) and (33) that the pertur-
bation E(t) is unbounded as t ~ m. This means that the
corresponding homogeneous and isotropic FRW o.= —1
solutions are unstable in higher order gravity irrespective
of the sign of A. .

The analysis of the o.=+1 case is completely analo-
gous to the cr = —1 case discussed above, and so we sim-
ply quote the results (see the Appendix). Equation (22)
with o = + 1 yields, for t ~ oo,

(25) 5.. 2. 21Y——i+A, i —X —c, =O. (34)

We set

F(t)=tu(t), u(t)=y(t), (26)
Under the transformation (26), Eq. (34) yields the
Lommel-type equation

and the perturbation equation (24) becomes t y 2ty + (
—At 10),y =—0 . (35)

t y'+ 8ty + (10—
A, t )y =0 . (27) Solving this, we obtain the asymptotic form for the per-

turbation as follows:
This is a Lommel equation (cf. Ref. [13]). Assuming
A, )0, i.e., A. )0, without loss of generality, the general
solution can be written in terms of two linearly indepen-
dent cylinder functions (see the Appendix for the full
derivation) as

e(t)-t4, A, '&0, t~~ .

The case with A, (0 gives

E(t)-e, A, &0, t~~,

(36)

(37)

y(t)=t ' '[c&I3/2(At)+C2K3/2(At)], (28)

where I3/Q(At) and K3/z(At) are the modified Bessel func-
tions of the first and second kind, respectively. Substitut-
ing (28) in (26), we obtain

where we have again set k = —
A, (k & 0). The net result

is that the o.= + 1 solutions are unstable in our theory.
Last, we analyze the case of a fiat FRW metric [o.=0

in Eq. (8)]. Here the perturbation equation (22) takes the
form, for t ~~,

s(t)=c, t f t '/'I, /, (A, t)dt C+ -8 —
A, +—E — C=O.

2t t~ t (38)

+c,t f t '"K„,(At)dt+c, t, A, '&0. (29)

This is the general analytic solution for the perturbation
with three (as required) arbitrary constants c„cz,c3.
Now, if A, (0, we set k = —A, , where k )0 without

loss of generality, and the general solution for s(t) is al-
tered. The general solution of the perturbation equation
(27) becomes

y(t)=t [c, 3J(/2t)kc+J3—3/2(kt)]

A, '&0, k &0, (30)

wherein J+3/3(kt) denote the standard Bessel functions.
Therefore the general solution for the perturbation s(t)
now reads

s(t)=c, t f t '"J3/, (kt)dt

+c2t f t J 3/2(kt)dt +C3t

A, '&0, k &0 . (31)

In contrast with the previous cases, we note that this
equation has a special solution of the form

E
t

If we thus set

s(t) =—u (t), u(t) =y(t),1

(39)

(40)

we obtain the Lommel equation

y(t) y(t) Ay(—t)—=0 . —
,

1

2t (41)

If k )0, i.e., A, )0, without loss of generality, then this
equation has the general solution

y(t)=t / [AI3/4(At)+BI 3/4(At)], (42)

where I+3/4(At) stands for th, e usual modified Bessel
functions. On the other hand, if we take A, &0, we put
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e(t) = —+ f t "4I,«(it)dt

+—f t "4I,«(it)dt, 1,'& 0, (44)

whereas (43) yields

e(t) = —+ f t'"J,«(kt)dt

+—f t''4J, «(kt)dt, A, '&0, k &0 . (45)

Then, as t~ ao, the asymptotic behavior of the perturba-
tion e(t) obtained from the two exact solutions for E(t) in
(44) and (45) (see the Appendix for the full derivation) is
governed by the following forms. From (44) we have

c a, A+PB
E(t)- —+, e ', A, &0,t'"

whereas Eq. (45) gives

(46)

a2A +p2Be(t)- —+ t'" (47)

with a„pi, a2, p2 constants. The conclusion is that, if
A, )0, the FRW solution of general relativity is unstable
in higher order gravity, whereas, if A, & 0, it is stable with
respect to homogeneous, isotropic perturbations [14]. As
an example to the o=0 case, we consider the quadratic
Lagrangian theory

L2 =f (R)=R —
—,'aR, a=const . (48)

In this case A, = —a ' and so if o. &0 the Friedmann
solution is unstable and will be approached by all solu-
tions at late times. If a)0, then A, &0 and the Fried-
mann solution is stable with respect to homogeneous, iso-
tropic perturbations. We thus note the interesting cir-
cumstance, not appreciated before, that higher order
gravity theories have the advantage of producing stable
and nonsingular (i.e., bouncing) FRW solutions in the
sector o =0 and A, &0. (These bouncing solutions were
first discussed in Ref. [2].) The behavior of the nonflat
FRW solutions on approach to the singularity at t =0
will be considered in a future paper [15].

V. DISCUSSION

We have described the extent to which homogeneous
and isotropic cosmological solutions of the higher order
gravity theory which is derived from a Lagrangian that is
an analytic function of the scalar curvature resemble
those of general relativity, i.e., are stable with respect to

A, = —k, k & 0, and the general solution reads

y (t):t [AJ3«(kt)+BJ 3«(kt)]

&'&0, k &0, (43)

and J+3«(kt) are again the standard Bessel functions.
The general solution for the perturbation is obtained

by using the transformation (40). Thus from (40) and (42)
we obtain the general exact solution for e(t) in the form

homogeneous, isotropic perturbations. Of course, it is an
open question whether the stable solutions found here
remain stable with respect to any other of the infinite
modes available to the system.

We found necessary and suS.cient conditions for the
existence of Friedmann cosmological models and also of
some homogeneous but anisotropic solutions in the gen-
eralized framework of higher order gravity theory.

Our stability analysis reveals that nonAat radiation-
filled FRW solutions which avoid an initial singularity
are generically unstable with respect to perturbations in
our generahzed theory in the large t limit. However, in
the case of a Aat FRW universe, there is a region that in-
c1udes well behaved, regular, bouncing solutions as t~0
which are also stable with respect to homogeneous, iso-
tropic perturbations in higher order gravity theory. In
the example mentioned above of a quadratic Lagrangian
theory, we know [2] that, when a &0, FRW solutions are
bouncing at t =0. We have shown that in this case the
solutions are also stable with respect to homogeneous,
isotropic perturbations in this theory and this result was
not realized before. Note that 0. &0 is also needed as a
nontachyonic constraint and also as an existence condi-
tion for complex instanton solutions (wormholes) in this
theory (cf. Ref. [16]). We believe that these singularity-
free well-behaved generalized solutions reAect some of
the interesting features of higher order gravity theories
especially in connection with the fact that these higher
order curvature invariants present in I.Ho& come up nat-
urally as one considers the low-energy limits of some
quantum gravity models [12] and also superstring theory
[17].

Perhaps the interesting properties of the classical limit
of some theories of gravity with quantum corrections dis-
cussed here will give rise to more detailed investigations
into the field of classical and quantum structure of higher
order gravity theories.
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APPENDIX

In this appendix we present all the necessary details for
the rigorous derivation of the asymptotic behavior for the
perturbation E(t) as t ~~ for the three FRW universes
separately.

1. Case a. =O

Equation (41) is a special case of the general Lommel
equation [13]

2 —2 2

y(t)+ y(t)+ (bct' ') + y(t)=0,
t 2

t eC, (a, b, c,p)&c, (Al)

with the general solution
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y ( t) = t '[ Az, (bt') +B&,( bt') ] (A2) a. A, & 0

where Z, Y are two linearly independent cylinder func-
tions . Evident 1y, here we have 1 —2a = —

—,', c = 1,
b = —A, a —p =0. Hence a =—', c = 1, p =—', I =k,
with k = —A. . Clearly, the general exact solution of (4 1 )

reads

2
J+3/4( ~)

7TV

3Kcos x +
8 4

From (A3) and on taking k )0, obviously without loss
of generality, Eq. (43) readily follows. Owing to the
asymptotic behavior of J+ 3/4( r ) (cf. [1 8]), r =kt, and

1 /2

~ (r=kt, t~ oo ); (A4)

y (t)=t3/4[ AJ3/4(kt)+BJ 3/4(kt)), k EC

J3/4, J 3 /4 being the standard Bessel functions.

(A3)
both integrals in (45) diverge as t ~ ~ like t, m & 0, but
m is not equal to —,

' as a crude calculation would suggest
[i.e., insertion of (A4) into (45)], thus leading to the er-
roneous result E( t)~ ca, t ~ ca

Now, using [19],

I ( [v+p+ I ]/2) + I ([v—p+ 1 ]/2+n)
0 I ( [v+p + 1 ]/2) „o I ( [v+p + 3]/2+n )

(A5)

where v +@+ 1 & 0 and I (z), z H IR, denotes the gamma
function, and noting that

OO OO

ak = g a„+ g a„
n =0 n =0 n & N

f+3/4(r) Ir J+3/4(r)dr f+3/4(

(45) becomes

(A6) (2n +—', )I (n + —,
'

)

r(n +,' )
(Al 1)

s( t) =—+ I x J3/4(x)dx
For sufficiently large but finite X, we may replace the
gamma functions in the infinite sum on the right-hand
side of (A 1 1 ) by their asymptotic form [20]

+— x / J 3/4(x)dx, r=kt
t O

(A7) r (z )-V 22rz / . —
(A 12)

Owing to (A5) and the asymptotic form It is interesting to note that Eq. (A 12) is valid even for
small z [21]. Hence (A 1 1 ) now reads

J +2 +i(r)
1 /2

2
cos r —(v+2n +—1 )

2

(2n + —,
' )( n + —,

'
)"e

a = 'V a + % ( —1 )"n ~ n 9 in +7/4 —n —9/4n =On =On&N
(A 8)

&2k r( '
) cos kt4

9~
8

Eq. (A7) finally gives the result quoted in Eq. (47) in the
main text, where

For large but finite N, (A 1 3) reduces to
N ao

( 1 )na„= g a„+2 gn =On =On&N
from which it is evident that since

(A 13)

(A 14)

(2n + ,' )I (n +—,
' )—

X g ( —1 )"
n =0 4

3&
pz=, cos kt

4

( 2n + —,
' )I'( n —

—,
'

)
X g ( —1 )"

n =0 2

(A9)

(A 10)

n = I

g( —' ) being the Riemann zeta function, the sum on the
right-hand side in (A 14) converges. A numerical calcula-
tion g„oa„=1 .95.

Similarly, one can show that the infinite sum appearing
in P2 in Eq. (A 10) converges, while numerically we find
that it is equal to —2.77.

I A,
')0

It is central to our treatment to prove that both infini te
sums in (A9) and (A 10) converge. Indeed, the sum in
(A9) can be written

From (A3) with k =iRand since,

J+3/4(iAt)=i '* I+3/4(At)



48 STABILITY OF FRW COSMOLOGY IN HIGHER ORDER GRAVITY 3583

I+3/&(A, t) denoting the standard modified Bessel func-
tions, (42) immediately follows.

Because of the asymptotic behavior of I+3/4(r) [22],

(A15)

it is immediately clear that both integrals in (44) diverge
as t ~ ~ essentially like e ', thus yielding

s(t)-e ', taboo . (A16)

The precise analytic form of E(t) given by (44) for large t
can be found by applying a formula similar to (A5) (cf.
Ref. [19])and proceeding precisely along the lines of the
A, (0 case discussed above. The result is Eq. (46) with
a„P, now given by

A,
'/ I"(—,') (2n +—,')1 (n + —,')

a, = — g ( —1)"
I (n+ —', )

(A17)

~~/4 - (2n + ,')I (n——
—,')

n

V'Zr( —,) „, r(n+-,') (A18)

We note that since the dominant part of I+3/4(r), r= A, t,
A, )0, is e' and not e ' as r~ oo (t ~ oo ), Eq. (4.13) of
Ref. [3] is incorrect. This led the authors of Ref. [3] to
the wrong conclusion that stable solutions are possible in
the k & 0 regime, whereas, if A, & 0, FRW solutions are
unstable in higher order gravity. For the sake of com-
pleteness, we note that the correct full asymptotic form
of the modified Bessel function I (r) can be found in [22].

2. Case o = —1

E(t)-t(c, +c2sinkt+c3), t +oo, — (A20)

which is essentially Eq. (33) appearing in the main text.

b. A, '&0

Since now b =iA, A, )0, ,Eq. (28) follows immediately
from (A2). From computational reasons relevant to the
asymptotic analysis of Eq. (29), we may choose I(.3/2(At),
instead of I »2(i, t). Then the asymptotic analysis of (29)
runs essentially along the same lines as in the A, &0 case
above and yields

a. A, &0

A mere comparison of (27) with (Al) yields a = ——,',
c =1, p =

—,', b = —A, . Hence, from Eq. (A2) with
A, = —k, k )0, we obtain Eq. (30).

For the rigorous asymptotic treatment of Eq. (31), we
have used repeatedly the formulas (see Ref. [23])

fx +'Z, (x)dx =(l' m—')fx 'Z, (x)dx

+x +'ZI+, (x)+(m —l)x ZI(x),

(A19)

Zt(x) being a cylinder function. By means of Eq. (A19),
we may reduce the integrals appearing in (31) to
J t 3/ 1+3/2(kt)dt, thus making them amenable to
asymptotic investigation. As in the o.=0 case, after some
manipulation we get

I (n +1)(—,'+2n)
s(t)-c, te '

1 — g ( —1)", +c,te '+c,t, taboo,4 „o I ( ,'+n)— (A21)

where the infinite sum can be shown to be convergent as
in the case o.=0 above.

3. Case can=+1

I

a3, p3 are defined by relations similar to (A9) and (A10).
Last, if A, & 0, the result is

This case is completely analogous to the o. =0, —1

cases considered previously. We simply quote the results:
If A,'&0,

e(t)-c, t e"'a3+c2t e"'(1+p3)+c3t

E(t)-c,a4t +c2t (p4 —sinkt)+c3t, t~ oo,

where again a4, p4 are similar to a3,p3, respectively.

(A23)
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