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We study the canonical structure of current commutators on the light cone, as embodied in
Kogut and Soper’s formulation of quantum electrodynamics in the infinite-momentum frame.
These commutators incorporate dynamical information far beyond that contained in conven-
tional equal-time commutation relations. An analog of the Bjorken-Johnson-Low limit is de-
veloped for calculating matrix elements of light-cone commutators from conventional time-
ordered products. Some apparently new sum rules for electroproduction are obtained. They
relate Fourier transforms of structure functions to bilocal products of operators. We sug-
gest possible directions for constructing phenomenological light-cone commutators in had-
ronic physics. These commutators can be used to describe entire Regge trajectories, and
might find application to electroproduction and neutrino-induced production experiments.

I. INTRODUCTION

It has been known for some time that the know-
ledge of current commutators on the light cone
would provide useful theoretical and experimental
information for particle physicists. For example,
it has been shown' that the Dashen-Fubini—~Gell-
Mann sum rule,? conventionally derived from the
equal-time algebra with the help of dispersion re-
lations, is valid when the light-cone commutator
of currents has a certain structure (described in
Sec. IV). Another way of stating this is that vari-
ous invariant amplitudes grow not more rapidly
at infinite momentum than allowed by Bjorken’s
scaling laws® for electroproduction. Recently, a
number of authors have demonstrated that the
scaling functions observed in deep-inelastic elec-
troproduction directly measure the matrix ele-
ments of light-cone current commutators.*

It is of the greatest importance to have some
idea of the operator structure of current commu-
tators on the light cone, for reasons given above
and in order to give quantitative content to the
program of operator expansions of field products
at short distances.®® One obvious method by
which one may calculate such commutators is per-
turbation theory.” This technique suffers from
two shortcomings. First, only selected matrix
elements of the light-cone commutator can be com-
puted, and the operator structure remains ob-
scure. Second, it is prohibitively tedious to go
beyond the first nontrivial order of perturbation
theory. Thus it is desirable to develop alterna-
tive methods for exposing the light-cone commu-
tator. In this paper we report a canonical, non-
perturbative analysis based on the theory of quan-
tum electrodynamics in the infinite -momentum
frame, as discussed by Bjorken, Kogut, and
Soper.®! The commutators on the light-cone can
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be computed canonically in this framework. These
commutators probe dynamics rather more deeply
than conventional equal-time ones, and we find a
number of sum rules, some of which are appar-
ently new. As is inevitable, we also encounter
infinities. Moreover, just as the conventional
equal-time techniques are not verified in perturba-
tion theory, so also the present results suffer
from the same defect.

To discuss such things as the electroproduction
experiments realistically, it is of course neces-
sary to go beyond a model field theory like quan-
tum electrodynamics. We make a first attempt
at an approximate, phenomenological description
of light-cone current commutators which can in-
corporate features of hadronic physics such as
Regge trajectories. This attempt is complemen-
tary to the often-made observation that Bjorken’s
scaling functions can incorporate Regge poles.®

This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II
we review the theory of Bjorken, Kogut, and
Soper® and derive the commutator of fermion
fields on the light cone. Current commutators are
given in Sec. III and various sum rules which fol -
low from them are deduced in Sec. IV, along with
a version of the Bjorken-Johnson-Low (BJL) limit
which governs light-cone commutators. Specula-
tion on Regge trajectories is given in Sec. V, and
Sec. VI contains concluding remarks. In an Appen-
dix we record the canonical SU(3)xSU(3) light-cone
commutators.

II. CANONICAL QUANTIZATION
ON THE LIGHT CONE

Bjorken, Kogut, and Soper® have shown that it
is possible to quantize a field theory in what
amounts to an infinite-momentum frame by set-
ting up canonical commutation relations between
independent fields on the light cone. In such a
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theory, the rules for constructing diagrams are
essentially the infinite-momentum rules first de-
veloped by Weinberg.!® There is, or course, no
difference in content between this theory and the
one which follows from the usual equal-time quan-
tization, but the information is organized in a nov-
el way, which might be of heuristic value in con-
structing approximations and generating insight
for ultrarelativistic processes.

We use the notation of Kogut and Soper®: The
conventional coordinates (and other four-vectors)
are labeled with a caret, as in ¥*=(¢, x, y,2),
while light-cone variables are denoted as x*
=(T, %,9,3), with 7=2""2(t+z2), 3=2"Y%(t -2).
These are related by

xb=CH, R,
(2.1)
272 0 0 272
0 10 0
B
o 01 o0
272 0 0 272

In light-cone coordinates, the metric tensor is

0 0 0 1
0 -1 0 O
Ew o 0 -1 0 (2.2)
1 0 0 O
We consider a quark-vector gluon theory, des-
cribed by the Lagrangian
£= EP_[(%Z‘BL —gBu)Yp ‘M]d) - %F;WF“U ’
(2.3)

Fl'=3'B* —a¥B".

For simplicity we have set the gluon mass to zero,
so that we are really dealing with quantum elec-
trodynamics, and may take over directly the re-
sults of Bjorken, Kogut, and Soper.? This is an
important simplification, since we need to deal
with only two independent degrees of freedom in
B,, instead of three. Following Ref. 8, we use the
extra gauge freedom of the massless theory to set
B°=B,=0, and B® will be expressed in terms of
the independent field variables. It is our expecta-
tion that the high-energy results in which we are
interested do not depend in an important way on
the boson mass. Hence the present results should

J
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be valid for a massive vector-meson theory as
well. We return to this point and to the question
of the gauge invariance of our results in the con-
clusion.

The canonically independent operators are B (x)
(Latin indices run over the “perpendicular” com-
ponents 1, 2, also described by the subscript 1),
and a certain projection , of the four-component
Dirac field y: y,=P.y. The projection operator
is given by P, =3y%/° its partner is P_=3y%",
P,.+P_=1. The Dirac adjoint field is constructed
conventionally, i.e.,

¥ =9* 0= R0 +9°)
=271/ 2(g% 40+ gt yd) . (2.4)

According to Ref. 8, the dependent operators i_
and B® are given in terms of independent quanti-
ties by

9= ki ffaz e —o){lin, - g8, %, D)y}
<y (2% %0, 8) (2.5)
B = -} [ as|e® - el{o,B0%, %, )

+gJd%(«°, X, &)} (2.6)

In (2.6), we have introduced the 7 component
(zeroth component) of the vector current

JHx) = P (x) . (2.7)

In a straightforward generalization, the usual no-
net of vector currents is

JEx) = Py En 0 (%) (2.8)

The canonical commutators of the independent
operators are'!

[B*(x), B (0)],0-0= —%5,;€(x*)8%(%,) , (2.9)
{9:(x), 9¥O0)}oo0= (ANZ )PP (X,) . (2.10)

The operators i, and p* anticommute with them-
selves and commute with the B}, The commuta-
tors of the dependent fields are complicated be-
cause the equations of motion (2.5) and (2.6) must
be used.

In a straightforward way, (2.5), (2.6), and (2.10)
yield the following:

{(x), $(0)},0-0 ={%736(x3) —Lie(®)iylo, + M +%igy! e(x®)[ P.B,(0,0, %) + P_B,(0)]+ M}

+}sfm dt e(x® - £)e(E)ivio, —gv'B;(0,%,, &) +Mlivia, - gv'B,(0, ., £) —M]°

~Lig® [ azay el - eee)elt - £)7%,(0,8, 30,0, zww}oz(a). (2.11)

This lengthy expression, with its terms in g and g?, shows the extent to which light-cone commutators in-
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corporate the underlying dynamics. Note that there is inevitably an infinity in the terms proportional to
g% on the right-hand side, which involve products of operators at the same point. The products of distribu-
tions that occur in (2.11) are defined in terms of their finite parts, i.e., in momentum space. Thus, for

example,

S aset - pet =22 [T H om0,

III. CURRENT COMMUTATORS

We are able to derive all our results by consid-
ering the two equal-7 commutators [J9,J°] and
[J9,J8]. The first commutator is extremely sim-
ple, since J¢ is expressible in terms of ¢,, i.e.,

I %) = V2 ) 3N . (%) (3.1)

With the aid of the canonical commutator (2.11),
it is easy to find

[J:(x 0(0 ],;0 ) lfabc c( 6(9{ 6(X_L) (3-2)

This has precisely the same structure as the con-
ventional equal-time commutator, but its meaning
is quite different. It also contains the commutator
of an ordinary time component with an ordinary
space component, and therefore should carry in-
formation about Schwinger terms. In the sum
rules to be given below, it will be seen that (3.2)
gives a vanishing Schwinger term, as does the
usual naive, formal derivation of equal-time quark
current commutators. This indicates that (3.2)
must be modified to accommodate the necessarily
nonvanishing Schwinger term [see (4.13)].

The other commutator is rather complicated
since J2 involves dependent fields, i.e.,

T3(x) =VZ PHx)in_(x) . (3.3)

For the sake of simplicity, we suppress SU(3) in-
dices in the following expression, which therefore
should be understood as the commutator of two
electromagnetic currents. In the Appendix we
list the full SU(3)XxSU(3) commutators. After a
not too lengthy calculation, we find

[7°(x), T3(0)]0-0 = —3i€(x*)8%(%,) (0, 0, x°)
x{y[i%,+gB,(0,0, x*) ]+ M}P_y(0)
-4e(x*)9,6%(%,)7 (0,0, x°)y* P_y(0)
-H.c. (3.4)

The commutator is not expressible in terms of
the current itself, but rather it contains the prod-
uct 3y at different space-time points. Like the
commutator of the fields (2.11), it appears to de-
pend explicitly on the coupling to gB*. However,
we now demonstrate that this dependence may be
eliminated. By use of the equations of motion, we
find

$y*iB, + B, (0] +M} =0,

) +M}P_ = = (x)y*[i 8, + gBy(x)]
= -0, (x)y° . (3.5)

The last equality is true in the special gauge B°
=B,=0. Hence (3.4) becomes

P yilid, +gB,(x

->

[7°(x), 73(0)]0-0= —5€(x*)8%(X,)35[9(0, 0, x°)»* 9 (0)]
- 4+e(x*)5,6%(%,)7 (0,0, x*)y* y(0)
- 3e(x*)9;0%(X,) et (0, 0, %)y ;759(0)
-H.c. (3.6)

In offering (3.6), we have rewritten the gradient
term with the help of the identity y'P_=%
+3€'9y ys, where € is the antisymmetric tensor
in two dimensions and y, is given by the conven-
tional formula y,=7%"'9%7%, The remarkable fea-
ture of (3.6) is that all reference to the gluon
field, and to the interaction has disappeared. The
commutator is completely described by bilocal
generalizations of the vector and axial-vector cur-
rent, i.e., P(x)y*p(0), P (x)y ys9(0).

The commutators (3.2) and (3.6) can also be ob-
tained from Schwinger’s action principle,'® extend-
ed to light-cone quantization. According to that
technique, a commutator can be represented by a
variational formula. For conserved currents the
appropriate expression is

fdzzLdza[J O(x®

The variation is performed with respect to exter-
nal fields which are introduced for that purpose.
For example, to generate the [J°, J*] commutator,
one varies an external field A,, which is taken to
couple to -J .

x%), 88(x% Z,,2°%)|=140,6 J"(x).
(3.7

=[T°(x), T*(9)]50- y0= 104 giag’;;
— i
=i8u[1[)(x)-yoc ;;P:z‘y))\} ~H.c. (3.8)

In the gluon model which we are considering, the
dependence of y on A, may be computed. We have,
in the limit of zero external field,

Ty = e - DO T ) (89)

Here the variation is performed, as it should be,
with the independent canonical variable j, fixed,
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while the dependent variable ., when expressed
in terms of 3,, contains the indicated A, depen-
dence. Consequently, (3.8) becomes

[Jo(x), J“(}’)],o=yo
=10,y p()e(x® - *)6%(X, -F,)] -H.c.
(3.10)

This verifies (3.2) in the Abelian case, repro-
duces (3.6), and yields a new result: the commu-
tator [J°,J¢].

We emphasize that these results are obtained by
a formal argument; one cannot expect them to be
valid in perturbation theory [see also (4.13) and
(4.15), below].

IV. SUM RULES

In the standard fashion of deriving sum rules,
we first write down a spectral representation and
then deduce the appropriate equal-7 commutators
and compare them to the matrix elements of the
canonical commutators of Sec. IIl. 'There are two
equivalent ways of going to the equal-7 limit from
the spectral representation: the first works with
the space-time coordinates directly, and the sec-
ond is an obvious modification of the BJL limit
in momentum space. The latter is useful in ex-
tracting light-cone commutators from convention-
al Feynman diagrams. This will be discussed in
Sec. IVC, below.

A. Vacuum Expectation Value
of Field Commutator

Consider the spectral representation for the
anticommutator of unrenormalized Heisenberg
fields

With the aid of (4.1), (4.3), and (4.4), we find

I

S(x) =0 {u (x), y(0)}/0)
- [ " Do, ()iyHa, + Mp (O AGe ) . (4.1)

Here A is the usual free-field commutator func-
tion, with the representation

Alx,2?) = (—2710—3 [ @t e+ ) 6(20%° =B ~NZ)e i

8(x?)
27

= —je(x°+x%)
+7e(x°+ %) 6(x?) m)%j—lﬁ J,0(x®)Y?).  (4.2)

From (4.2), we learn the following useful results
at x°=0:

A(x’ 7\2) |x0=0= —%ie(xg)az(ij.) ) (4-3)
3o (x, A%) ]xo=o= %i I P |(a¢ai + Az)éz(il) . (4.4)

Equation (4.4) can also be derived from (4.2) by
integrating the equation

(@+2%) A= (28,0, +3;8" +2*)A=0

over %%, and setting x°=0.
The two conventional sum rules for the spectral
functions are simply

f dp;(A¥)=1, i=1,2 (4.5)
o

if, in (4.1), M has the significance of the bare
mass, For ¢=1, this is the usual sum rule based
on canonical anticommutators at equal ¢, while
for ¢=2 one uses the equations of motion to deter-
mine {3, (x), $(0)} at £=0. Both of these plus an-
other relation appear as canonical in the light-
cone theory. We now demonstrate this fact.

S(x) |y0-0= f dp, (0 [= 2r°1x°[(3,0° +12) + 37°0(x%) + ()i, - 1iMp, (V) (OS2 (R, ). (4.8)

To derive the sum rules, we compare (4.6) with the vacuum expectation value of the canonical anticommu-

tator (2.11):

Oy (), FOI}H0),0-0=[- 57°1 2% [(00° +M?) + 5r°0(x°) - kiliv'a, + M) e(x®)+ 52| x° [(OB;(0)B*(0) [0)]6%(%, ) + ... .

In addition to dropping terms linear in B*, whose
vacuum expectation value vanishes, we have omit-
ted in (4.7) a messy expression, coming from
the last term of (2.11), which must be kept to
maintain gauge covariance but does not materially
assist our understanding of the nature of the sum
rules. This omitted term is proportional to y°,
and is represented by the dots in (4.7).

By comparing the coefficients of 4® and 1, we

(4.7)

r

recover the sum rules (4.5). Thea the coefficients
of y° yields
f dxX’p,(A*)(M® =A%) = g2(0|B,(0)B*(0) [0) + - -
0
(4.8)

This is the naive form of a sum rule which can be
derived by a double application of the field equa-
tions, plus the canonical equal-time anticommuta-
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tors. We do not pursue the discussion of this re-
lation any further, since it is extremely unlikely
that the spectral function p, is sufficiently con-
vergent to give meaning to (4.8). However, the
present results are interesting because they in-
dicate that (at least for vacuum expectation values)
the equal-time commutators are valid simultan-
eously with the equal-T commutators. That this
should be true is not evident a prioi.

B. Vacuum Expectation Value
of Current Commutators

We begin with the vacuum expectation value of
the current commutator, with SU(3) indices sup-
pressed. The spectral form for this object is

Ol7*(x), 7°(0)]|0)= (g ' 11 = 5") fo " 2p(?) Alx; 1?) .

(4.9)
With the aid of (4.3) and (4.4), we find

O l7 %), T °(0)]]0),0-0 = 3% [ wdkzp(AZ)é'(xa)az(iL) ,
' (4.10)
©[[7°), 7(0)] 0,020

=i j; wdhz(xz -9,9" )p(A®) e(x*)5%(X,) .
(4.11)

The canonical commutator (3.2) would lead us to
expect zero for the right-hand side of (4.10),
which cannot vanish because of the positivity of
p. Of course, this is just the ancient problem
that naive canonical commutators do not yield the
Schwinger term in fermion theories. Recall that
the conventional Schwinger term has precisely
the same form as (4.10), i.e.,

OIF ), 7 (0)1[0) oo =i fo " (2 (%)

(4.12)

Hence we learn that the equal-7 commutator (3.2)
must be modified by a gradient of the § function.

(7800, 20020 = i 1o T A(%)8(x*) 6°(X,,)
+318,0"(x*)6%(X,) . (4.13)

Of course more general forms are possible [see
(4.23), below]. However the exhibited expression
is the minimal generalization of the formal re-
sults which does not suffer from manifest contra-
dictions.

The integral in (4.11) is the same as would be
found for the conventional equal-time commutator
(the dot means differentiation with respect to ¢)

Ol[J(x),a(0)]0),.,
== " D202 iiy2 _oini]83(%
z_/o‘ d2p(Z)[6902 —5'87]6%(%) .

(4.14)

Therefore the sum rules for p which follow from
(3.6) and (4.11) are equivalent to the results of
the equal-time algebra and the equations of mo-
tion. Such theorems are only formal, due to di-
vergences of the integrals over p, and we do not
elaborate on them any further, beyond remarking
that the Schwinger term anomaly is present in
the [J°, J3] commutator as well. Note that (4.11)
indicates the presence of a second derivative of a
6 function, whose coefficient is the same Schwing-
er term as in (4.10), i.e.,

-7 Se(x*)8,8'6%(X,) .

No such second derivative terms are present in
our operator formula (3.6). Hence we must also
modify that expression in the indicated fashion.
This parallels the fact that the [J,J7] canonical
equal-fime commutator also misses this Schwing-
er term [compare (4.14)]. Hence we replace (3.6)
by

[7°x),2(0)],0-0
= —1e(x*)8%(%,)8,[3(0, 0, x°)»*1(0)]
—3e(x)8;6%(%,)3(0, 0, x)9(0)
—Le(x*)o,8%(%, )€ (0, 0, x*)y ¥5(0) —H.c.
~5iSe(x*),0' 6%(X,) . (4.15)

C. BJL Theorem on the Light Cone

The results discussed in the previous sections
can be gotten quite easily in momentum space,
by a version of the BJL limit'® which we now des-
cribe. Let J(x) and K(0) be any two operators,
and consider the matrix element between states
(4) and (B),

M@)=i f d*x (A | T*I(0K(0)|B) - (4.16)

Here T* indicates a covariant product, time-
ordered with respect to the usual {. We claim
that, in the limit ¢%=2""2(4° - §°) - » with ¢°
=27Y2(4%+ 3% and ¢' fixed, M(q) is expressible in
an inverse power series whose coefficients are
equal-7 commutators, i.e.,

M(g)—-—polynomials "ql'_s f dx*d®x,explilg’s* =T, - X ) KA [T(x), K(O)]|B)y0-0+ -+ + (4.17)
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This is not at all surprising, since in the expo-
nent of (4.16), g -x=¢°x"+q%*-q, +X,, and the
large-¢® behavior comes from the region of small
x°. The only nontrivial aspect of (4.17) is that
starting with a t-ordered product leads to an equal-
7 commutator. This is a consequence of causality.
To establish our theorem, we need only to deal
with the case where A and B are the vacuum,
which amounts to some demonstrations about the
free-field causal functions. Since these same
free-field functions appear in the representation
when A and B are not the vacuum (e.g., the DGS
representation), the argument will be established
in general.

For definiteness, consider J and K to be con-
served currents,

M) =i [ d*x el 0| T3 (x)17(0) [0)
=(pgtpV — o HV,2 ® 2 2
(g"q" -g q)[ Do) T -
. (4.18)
In the limit ¢® -~ », it is simple to find

4

M) (- ;I%)[-éq" S @02, (4.19)
M”(q)mconst+< Ls)[ f dAPp(A?) () )]
(4.20)

The coefficients of ~1/¢° in (4.19) and (4.20) are,
respectively, the Fourier transforms (with re-
spect to x° and X,) of (4.10) and (4.11).

Another way to see the validity of the present
version of the BJL theorem, is to observe that
the {ime-ovdered product coincides with a 7-
ordeved product, apart from seagulls. The rea-
son for this is that a step function in time (which
is relevant for the time-ordered product) differs
from a step function in 7= (¢+2)/v2 (which is rel-
evant for the 7-ordered product) only for space-
like separations. But in that region causality
renders ordering immaterial. Since the discon-
tinuity of 7-ordered product is the light-cone com-
mutator, the theorem follows directly,*

D. Light-Cone Commutators in Electroproduction

Several authors* have observed that the scaling functions introduced by Bjorken® to describe the MIT-
SLAC electroproduction experiments'® are intimately related to the behavior of current commutators near
the light cone. We shall here derive sum rules for Fourier transforms of these scaling functions which
follow from the light-cone algebra. Consider the spin-averaged nucleon matrix element of the electromag-

netic-current commutator.
must have the following form®:

Z(P I[Jﬂ(x),

From the observed scaling of the cross sections, it follows that this object

IO 1) =g 0 -0 1+ )] ) g [ o 22D 1, )+ oy )

l 1 i .
+[p*pPa —p - 8(0"p” +op*) + g “"(p~a)2]e(x°+x3)0(x2)[§%gfldw _s_mic;____xT;j_)le(w) +f2(x2,x-p)],

xzfx(xz,x'P)T’O:
fold®, % p)=>0.

2_,0

(4.21a)
(4.21Db)

(4.21c)

The corresponding covariant time-ordered product in momentum space is

T#(q)=i [ d*xe'(p| THI*)I"(0)] p)

dw FL(“’)
Lw? ¢+ 20 27TV

nv 2 _

1
=i ke q]

In the above, F;(w)= Fy(w)

a®p"p" =P -qp*q” +p'q") +g " (p+ q)zl

tdw Fg(w) reen,
LW ¢E+ 2wy
(4.22)

-2wF,(w), w=-¢2/2v, v=p-+q, and F, and F, are Bjorken’s scaling functions.?

The dots in (4.22) represent the contribution to T"” which arises from the nonscaling portion of the absorp-
tive parts. {In position space this is given by f,(x% x+p) [see (4.21)].} The results which follow can be de-
rived either by taking the limit x°- 0 in (4.21), or by considering the limit ¢*> ~ « in (4.22). The two pro-
cedures are equivalent; we shall follow the first method.

Note that, because of the possibility of Regge poles with intercepts a(#) at =0 contributing to the small-
w behavior in the F; (for small w, F,, F, ~w'~®®) certain integrals in (4.22) appear to be superficially di-
vergent if @(0) =0. A careful investigation of how to treat this problem results in the simple answer: The
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contributions of a Regge pole with @(0)>0 is to be treated as if a(0) were less than zero, and an analytic
continuation to the proper value is done after integrating. This is entirely equivalent to the truncation
procedure which has been discussed elsewhere.'® I @(0)=0, this method is inapplicable and logarithmic
infinities arise which must be separately treated. For purposes of this investigation, we assume such

terms are not present.
To facilitate the computation of the x°—~0 limit is (4.21), we record the form that various distributions

assume at this point.

€(x®+x°)8(x?) |,0-0= 37e(x*)8%(X,) ,

a—i’;[e<x°+x3>a(x2>],o=o=%nIx*‘!\7352@),
(4.23)

€(x®+ %) 6(x%) ’x°=0= 0,

a -
5L+ 60006 ] 0-0= 7| 2% [6%(X,) .

We now consider the zero-zero component of (4.20a). From (4.22) it follows that

1 3,0
P76, 7O Do~ -2 ct)e%(R) 13- [ w2 o)

1 0\2 1
= —%6’(:63)62(1?&’/:1%%&(0)% e(x*)0%(% L)(‘lb—ﬁzr-_/_'l dw cos(wx®p°) Fy(w) . (4.24)

Comparing this with the corresponding matrix element of (4.13) (with internal symmetry indices sup-
pressed), we find that the connected matrix element of the Schwinger term S is given by

1 1
(plSlpy=¢- i—fFL(w). (4.25)
-1

Also the second term on the right-hand side of (4.24) is absent; according to (4.13),
1
f dw cos(wx*p°) Fy () = 0. (4.26)
-1

Equation (4.25) is recognized as the Schwinger-term sum rule,'” while (4.26) is the analog of the Callan-
Gross sum rule for this model.'® Note that while Callan and Gross deduce [, dwF;(w)=0, we obtain the
more general result (4.26). Another difference between the Callan-Gross derivation and the present one
is that whereas the former required the equations of motion and the [J‘,Jf] equal-time commutator, the
latter uses the intervaction-independent light-cone commutator between the zeroth components. The valid-
ity of these results will be discussed in Sec. VI.

The remaining sum rules which we shall discuss follow from the 03 components of (4.21a). To simplify
the tedious calculation, F,(w) is set equal to zero, as is indicated by (4.26), by (4.25) when the Schwinger
term is a c-number, and by the experimental data. From (4.23) we deduce

(P, T O 000 18R 2511700, 290+ 0552+t 0y) el (R g [ 0SB

= 2 1
- 62(§L)€(x3)[%;- | dw cos(wrs?) Fyw) + f(x3p°)]
-1
1 3 3,0
+p‘ai62(il)€(x3)-%r- f dwﬂﬂ%iﬂ—)pz(w). (4.27)
-1
We have introduced the function f which is defined by
m? (! 9
Fla)= 577_]:1 dw cos(wa) Fy(w) *oa [afi(0, @)].
In order to obtain a sum rule for F,(w), we now equate (4.27) to the spin-averaged matrix element of
(4.15). Since we are assuming a c-number Schwinger term, the double derivative of the & function is ab-

sent, Also, parity conservation prevents the bilocal axial-vector in (4.15) from having a matrix element.
Thus we are left with
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->

I v

i(p [J°x), T2(0)] pYy0-0 = —5€(x*)6°(X,)as(p |39 (0, 0, x°)y*y (0) + H.c. | p)

~5e(x*)8,;6%(%, ) p|i7(0,0, x*)y*y(0) + Hac.|p).

Equating coefficients of the gradient of the 5 func-
tion in (4.27) and (4.28) gives

PAGEP)=(p i)y $(0) +Hee. | P,z
) "%_/: : dw ﬂrl(":f,sz(w). (4.29)

On the left-hand side of (4.29), x*>=0 is achieved
by letting x° and X, vanish, but x®#0. The sum
rule which follows from an identification of the
remaining terms in (4.27) and (4.28) is not in-
dependent of (4.29); one merely arrives at a de-
rivative of (4.29) with respect to x°.

Equation (4.29) is considerably more general
than the formula obtained by Callan and Gross.®
It will be remembered that they related [!,dw F,(w)
to the [J%,J7] equal-time commutator, which in-
volves among other things an explicit dependence
on the gluon field. Within our formalism it is pos-
sible, though unnecessary, to obtain this result.
To do so, one needs to consider the alternate for-
mula for [J° J°] which does involve the gluon field,
(3.4). Equating coefficients of the 6 function re-
produces the Callan-Gross relation as x*~ 0.

Though A(x*p°), defined by (4.29), cannot at pre-
sent be evaluated, the sum rule for F,(w) is suf-
ficiently striking in its simplicity to warrant fur-
ther study. It is interesting to remark that the
operator, whose matrix element defines A, be-
comes related to the fermion part of the energy-
momentum tensor when a differentiation with re-
spect to x is performed; then x is set to zero.*®
Repeating this procedure relates moments of F,
weighted by powers of w to matrix elements of
operators of the form 3y’ 5132+« y.

It is seen that the main difference between the
present results and the analogous ones which fol-
low from the equal-time algebra together with
the equations of motion is the following. The con-
ventional technique provides relations between
moments of the F; and matrix elements of local
operators. The present analysis yields formulas
for Fourier transforms of the F; in terms of “bi-
local” operators, i.e., products of operators de-
fined at different points. The difference between
these points is the conjugate variable in the Four-
ier transform.

Another interesting aspect of (4.29) is that it
may be used to circumvent some of the divergences
encountered in perturbation theory. Although our
results are not verified in perturbative calcula-
tions (see the discussion in Sec. VI), we may

(4.28)

adopt the (somewhat inconsistent) viewpoint that
(4.29) is postulated to be true, and A, defined by
(4.29), is calculated in perturbation theory, thus
determining F,(w). A preliminary investigation
indicates that it may be possible to give a calcu-
lational prescription which renders A finite. [The
sources of divergences in {p|iy (x)y"3(0)|p) are
twofold: (1) The operators i and 3 are unrenor-
malized, hence logarithmically divergent. (2)
There is a logarithmic singularity as x*~0. To
obtain finite results one must arrange that these
two divergences cancel.]

In conclusion, we remark that the formula (4.13)
is such that the Dashen — Fubini — Gell-Mann sum
rule is satisfied. The validity of that relation may
be summarized by the equation!

S a1l %), 73001 99,0.

=if ol 1T A0) [P0 (X,) .

(4.30)

It is seen that (4.32) is satisfied by (4.13). It is
also true that (4.32) is true, even if the [J°,J°]
commutator is of a form such that F, is nonvan-
ishing as in (4.24).

V. COMPARISON OF EQUAL-¢

AND EQUAL-T COMMUTATORS:
REGGE TRAJECTORIES

An equal-7 commutator can be expressed as a
sum of an infinite number of equal-{ commutators,
involving time derivatives of the basic currents.
This expression is a special case of the general
expression of operator products at short distances,
first introduced by Wilson® for small x, and re-
cently generalized by various people®® to the case
of small . We show here how to incorporate an
entire Regge trajectory with a single equal-7 com-
mutator, by appropriate choice of equal-¢ com-
mutators.

It has already been argued?! that the equal-time
commutator structure

[at"Ji(x), Jj(o)](::o

= %{[athf(x)’ J!(O)L:o + (l "’])}

= (8,01 7§25 6(0) = 7,116, TER OISR 4 -+,
where the f‘(,{',,‘:{). are local quantum fields of spin

n+1, expresses Bjorken’s scaling laws as an oper-
ator equation. When the two currents J;,dJ; bear
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the same SU(3) labels, only odd-x terms contribute
to (5.1), because of the symmetrization on ¢ and j.
(Recall that the careted operators T are described
with the conventional index structure: 0 indices
are time components.) The omitted terms in (5.1)
contain gradients or are local fields of spin less
thanz +1, and are of no interest for describing
scaling. The normalization of these fields is, at
this point, arbitrary; we choose it such that

(PyPy...) + e

t-M.? ’

Py=3(p+p)y, t=(p=p')?,
where p’ and p are the momenta of two hadrons of
equal mass. We suppose that the fields are trace-
less, symmetric, and conserved, and that they
create one-particle states of mass M,? from the
vacuum. Thus these fields might be used in the
Van Hove?? model to construct a Regge trajectory
out of an infinite number of integral-spin fields.
We shall now incorporate this entire Regge tra-
jectory into a single equal-7 commutator.

For the sake of simplicity, set all the v, in (5.1)
to zero; their contribution can easily be added at
the end. The expression of the equal-7 commuta-
tor in terms of the infinite set of equal-f commu-
tators (5.1) is

[7;(%), 7,015,

(p’ I T(n"u)...(o) IP) =
(5.2)

=%€(x3)62(§1_) i: (%xS)n_xi(nﬁn:{)!T(i?;_l_).s(o).p....
(5.3)

n=1,3,¢00

(The uncareted fields have unconventional indices.)
Again, the omitted part contains gradients and
other uninteresting terms. Equation (5.3) is most
easily established by taking its matrix elements
for various states, using appropriate causal rep-
resentations and the properties of A(x,\?=0).

We take the single-particle matrix elements of
(5.3), i.e.,

(" [[7:(%), 7,(0)] | pYr0-0

" = 1 /x-P\" B
=%€(x3)52(x1.)Pin Z ﬁ <—_—> F&Lz )

n=0,2,... n+2

(5.4)

where we have used (5.2) and the fact that x - P
=x°P, at x°=0, %X, =0. Just as in the Van Hove
model, the sum in (5.4) may be replaced by a
Regge pole and a background term, by smoothly
interpolating a trajectory function «(t) and residue
function B(¢) between integral points. The inter-
polations obey

a(t=My)=n, n=2,4,..., (5.5a)
Bt=M2)=22"8,, n=2,4,.... (5.5b)

To save writing, we take a linear trajectory func-
tion
a(t)=a+bt, (5.6)

but this entails no loss of generality in principle.
With the aid of (5.5) and (5.6), the sum in (5.4)

" is transformed to

Set)e@ iy [  dw cos(wx - p)%" pi-at®
0
5.7)

plus a background term with no particle poles,
which we omit. This is precisely the form one
expects for the contribution of a scaling Regge
pole to a nonforward matrix element of an equal-7
commutator. Although we have not discussed non-
forward matrix elements in this paper, it should
be clear that (5.7) is correct from the discussion
of Ref. 21 and from the forward matrix element
(4.27). In particular, the coefficient of pip’e(x®)

% 6%(X, ) in this latter equation is (up to an over-all
constant) the integral

f ' dw F,(w)cos(wx - P), (5.8)

while at £=0 a Regge pole contributes a term pro-

portional to w'~*® to F,(w). Clearly, the scheme

given here can be extended to linear combinations

of Regge poles, to satellites (of the form w"*+1=®
N=1,2,...) and daughters, etc.

Finally, note that in the vacuum expectation val-
ue of the equal-7 commutator (5.3), only the N=1
term can possibly survive on the right (and then
only if the T{?) . are allowed to have nonvanishing
traces). The reason is that the vacuum expecta-
tion value must be constructed from products of
&uy» but g;3=g45=0. In this case, the matrix ele-
ment of an equal-7 commutator reduces to a sin-
gle equal-¢ commutator (not counting gradient
terms). This is consistent with our earlier dis-
cussion of (4.10) and (4.11).

VI. CONCLUSION

The light-cone algebra, which we have deduced
canonically, organizes in an elegant and compact
fashion whole families of sum rules which follow
from the usual equal-time algebra and the equa-
tions of motion. For example all the conventional
moment sum rules, relating [!,dw w*F,(w) to ap-
propriate matrix elements, are contained in the
single relation (4.29) which involves only the parti-
cularly simple bilocal generalization of the local
current.

In addition to the economical rendition of con-
ventional results, the present techniques yield
also apparently new relations such as (4.29). This
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suggests that there is dynamical content in light-
cone commutators which exceeds that of the equal-
time commutators.

It is clear that the forms we present for the var-
ious commutators are no more reliable predictors
of perturbative calculations than the conventional
equal-time relations. We have already remarked
on our failure to calculate the Schwinger term. It
is also true that in the model in question, F;(w)
#0, contrary to (4.26).2* Nevertheless, the left-
hand side of (4.25) vanishes in perturbation theory.
This happens because F,(w)/w®x1 —26(w) (see
Ref. 7).

In spite of these shortcomings, we believe that
light-cone commutators provide useful relations
for summarizing various aspects of hadron phy-
sics. Clearly one needs to go beyond the model
computation presented here; a step in this direc-
tion was taken in Sec. V. It shall be most inter-
esting to explore the constraints that Regge phen-
omenology imposes on the structure of the light-
cone commutator. A related inquiry will expose
the relation between fixed ¢® dispersion relations
and the light-cone commutators. That such a re-
lation exists is seen from the modified BJL theor-
em which we established: The light-cone commu-
tator is related to the properties of amplitudes as
q® - « at fixed ¢° and §,; while the large momen-
tum limit at fixed g%, which is relevant to disper-
sion relations, may be arrived at by passing to
q®~ = at fixed §, and vanishing ¢°. These and re-
lated topics are now under investigation.

It should be stressed that our results, even when
they are interaction-independent, remain model
dependent. For example, the equal-7 commutator
between components of the electromagnetic cur-
rent constructed from charged boson fields is not

|

of the form (4.13) and (4.15). We leave it as an
exercise to deduce this commutator, whose form
also implies that F, #0 in that model.

Finally we wish to discuss the gauge invariance
of our results. Since the quantization was per-
formed in a special gauge B°= B,=0, our results
are not manifestly gauge invariant, This means
that all calculations must be performed with a
gluon propagator which respects this gauge:

n*r’ n'k*
“nek nk

D‘“’(k)=D(k)<g’“’ ) =0, n%=1.
This poses no problems for quantum electrody-
namics, where the gluon (photon) is massless. In
the massive gluon model we believe that the option
of using the above propagator still remains, since
the interaction is through a conserved current.
The complete verification of this heuristic argu-
ment must await a thorough examination of the
quantization of the massive gluon theory, a topic
which is under present investigation. In any case,
it is easy to make our bilocal operators manifest-
ly gauge invariant. One merely replaces

(0,0, )" 3(0)
by
- xa -
(0,0, x*)exp [igf dy’B%(0,0, ys)] r#y(0).
V]
That such a replacement is indeed correct follows

also from the work of Gross and Treiman.?*
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APPENDIX

We record here the generalization of the light-cone commutators which we have computed to the full
SU(3)xSU(3) group. The vector and axial-vector currents are defined as follows:

Vi) =39 () a9 (y) ,
Ab(x) =359 )Py ().

(Ala)
(Alb)

We shall also need bilocal generalizations of these objects.

VEx| ) =590 A9 (y)
AR (x| y) =359 Py ()

(A2a)
(A2b)

The commutators between the zeroth components are as in (3.2),

[Vox), V()] 0-40= if e V(%) 8(x° = »*) 6% (X, =F.) ,
[Vx), A2 0- 0= if e AXX)B(x° = y*) 8% (X, -F.),
[A%x), AY3)] 040 = ifspe Vo(%)0(x® — 3°)6%(X, = F.) .

(A3a)
(A3b)
(A3c)

The commutator between the 03 components are complicated.
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[V3x), V3(9)],0= yo = i V(%) 8(x® — %) 0%(X, - F,)

= =5 (if gpo + dp B[ €06 = ) 82X, =T )Vi(x|9)]+38,[e(x® - y*)6* (X, —=F N Vi(x|y) —ietA, (x| y)]}

+die(x® =)0 (&, ~F)TWP-_ALp(y) —He.

[V2x), A3(9)] 0= y0 = ifipe A2(%)B(2® — y°) 63X, =¥ ,)

(Ada)

= =30 gpo + Ay )10l €(x® = ¥*)52(X, =T AL (x| )]+ 30, [e(x® = 9*) %X, —F NALx|p) — i€V, (x| )]}

+3ie(x® —y*)0% (&, ~F)TWP-ivsALd(y) —~Hee.

[A%x), V3(D)],0-,0 = if 1y A2(x)8(x® — y*)6%(X, —F,)

(A4b)

= =3 (if spo + Aoy NBsl €(x® = 9°) 02X - T )AYUx | y)]+ 3 8,[e(x® - y°)8%(X, = F WAL x|y) =iV, (x| )]}

+3ie(x® = y*)0%(X, - F.)P(x)P_iysALd(y) ~H.c.

(4500, A3(9)] 02,0 = i 1 Vo) 8(x® - 3*)6* (X, - F.)

(Adc)

= X (ifp, +d, ) Bl €0 = y)B2E, ~F,)VEx|9)]+ 0,Le(x® = 9)6* R, —~F V(x| y) - iciA (x| M}

+3ie(x® —y*)6% X, -F)d(x)P. A (y) —H.c.

(A4d)

In order to allow for current nonconservation, we have introduced a mass matrix M, and A:bE[M y Aa] s Ape
It is seen that commutators of the (0, 3) components possess terms not seen at equal times. These terms
are of two kinds: (1) There are gradient terms which vanish upon integrating the 0 component. (2) There
are symmetry-breaking terms which are present even in the integrated commutator. The latter terms are

a consequence of the fact that Q,= [dx®d%x, V(x) and Q%= [dx’d *x A%(x) generate the appropriate transforma

tion only when the symmetry is exact.

We emphasize that the above are the canonical commutators. In particular, noncanonical Schwinger

terms must be added to the [v 3, V], [A%,A4%], [V, V3]

and [A9, A3] commutators.
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An attempt has been made to derive covariant Feynman rules for the massless Yang-Mills
field, starting with canonical methods of quantization. In this paper we will summarize the
techniques involveg in such a program, along with a few preliminary results. Working in the
radiation gauge (9;b; =0), we find that there is an infinity of noncovariant vertices. We ob-
tain a noncovariant set of rules to describe them to any order. Working with the suggested
set of rules, we first prove that all tree diagrams can be described by a covariant set of
Feynman rules. Secondly, to order g2, we find that the one-loop diagram can also be made
covariant. However, apart from the usual three-vector and four-vector vertices, the co-
variant loop contains an extra vertex of vector-scalar-scalar type and the scalar loop occurs
with a weight factor of —2 with respect to the vector loop.

1. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, considerable attention has been
given to the problem of obtaining covariant Feyn-
man rules for the Yang-Mills field.! Because the
Lagrangian for the massless Yang-Mills field
obeys non-Abelian gauge symmetry, canonical
methods of quantization are complicated due to
the nonlinear nature of the constraints on the in-
dependent dynamical variables. Therefore, other
less conventional methods were employed in de-
riving the Feynman rules for the field and accurate
rules were suggested, first by Feynman,?** and
later by Fadeev and Popov,® Mandelstam,* DeWitt,°
and Fradkin and Tyutin.® Massless limits of mas-
sive gauge fields have also been studied’ in this
connection, but the resulting rules are found to
violate both unitarity and Lorentz invariance and
hence are incorrect. The method of canonical
quantization, though complicated, is an unambig-
uous and more conventional procedure, and it
serves to elucidate rather clearly the role of con-
straint equations in the derivation of the rules.

The present paper is devoted to a study of this
procedure. In this first of a series of papers, we
will summarize the techniques involved in such a
program, including a treatment of the constraint
equations, and we will report a few preliminary
results for tree and one-loop diagrams.

We will work in the radiation gauge [9;5%(x) =0,
i.e., the field is transverse] and first isolate the
independent dynamical variables, which will be
postulated to satisfy the canonical commutation
relations (CCR). In this gauge the interaction
Hamiltonian is an infinite series in the coupling
constant, each term of the series being noncovari-
ant. Since we are working in a noncovariant gauge,
the propagator is also noncovariant and contains
the so-called normal-dependent terms.® First of
all, we will suggest noncovariant rules for tree
diagrams. However, we will prove them only up
to order g* since all the essential elements in the
proof are exhausted by fourth order. Going to
higher order requires only a very complicated
combinatorial analysis. We solve this problem
in Appendix B. Using these noncovariant rules,



